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equality. And the White House Council on
Women and Girls is actively working to close
the wage gap.

More needs to be done. I appreciate the
House acting on the Paycheck Fairness Act ear-
ly last year, and I renew my call to the Senate to

modernize and strengthen the Equal Pay Act by
closing loopholes, providing incentives for com-
pliance, and barring certain types of retaliation
against workers by employers. On this anniver-
sary of the Equal Pay Act, let us all renew and
redouble our efforts.

Statement on Senate Action on Energy Legislation
June 10, 2010

I commend the Senate for rejecting the reso-
lution put forward by Senator Murkowski,
which would have increased our dependence on
oil by blocking efforts to cut the harmful pollu-
tion that contributes to climate change. Today’s
vote is yet another reminder of the urgent need
to pass legislation that would help America
transition to a 21st-century clean energy econo-
my that would create jobs, strengthen our na-

tional security, and protect our environment for
our children. Today the Senate chose to move
America forward towards that clean energy
economy, not backward to the same failed poli-
cies that have left our Nation increasingly de-
pendent on foreign oil.

NOTE: The statement referred to S.J. Res. 26.

Remarks on Small-Business Legislation
June 11, 2010

Good morning, everybody. I just finished a
meeting with these small-business owners and a
few of their workers. And we talked about some
of the economic challenges facing these folks.
And we talked about the ways that our govern-
ment can make it easier for smaller firms to hire
and to grow.

These men and women know how important
it is because historically, small businesses have
created roughly two out of every three new jobs
in our country. And to replace the millions of
jobs lost in the recession, we’re going to need to
make sure that small companies are able to
open up and expand and add names to their
payroll. Small businesses will help lead this eco-
nomic recovery. And that’s why we will contin-
ue to stand by them.

But ensuring that small businesses can thrive
is about more than just economic success. It’s
also about who we are as a people. It’s about a
nation where anybody who’s got a good idea
and a willingness to work hard can succeed.
That’s the central promise of America. It’s that
promise that has drawn millions of people to
our shores. It’s what drives workers to become
their own bosses. It’s what propels some base-

ment inventor to bring a new concept to mar-
ket.

That’s what led two guys, Bobby Pancake and
Steve Wheat—their real names—who are here
today, to take a chance and try their hand at ac-
tually running restaurants. Obviously, they’d
have to be restaurateurs, named Pancake and
Wheat. They worked for a restaurant chain for
years, but they decided to leave the corporate
offices and open up their own franchises. In
fact, Bobby and Steve told me they recently
opened up their sixth location. And Terry
Haney, the general manager of one of their lo-
cations, is also here.

This same promise of being able to build
your own dreams and be your own boss led
Prachee—Prachee Devadas to come to this
country, become a citizen, and open up what’s
become a successful technology services com-
pany. Prachee told me that when she started,
she had just one employee. Today, she employs
more than a hundred people, including her hus-
band Anand, who is here today.

So the fact is that small businesses all across
the country are hiring people, making a differ-
ence in their communities, giving back to their
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