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to know your heroism is unquestioned. Your
stories are inspirational. Your actions above and
beyond the call of duty have earned the admira-
tion of a grateful nation. And we are incredibly
honored that you could join us here tonight. 

It’s that kind of heroism that has always de-
fined what this Nation is all about. After all, it
was exactly 234 years ago that a group of patri-
ots—farmers and merchants, lawyers, physi-
cians—pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor to an improbable experiment
called America. They risked everything in the
name of a few simple ideas: freedom, equality,
and the right to pursue our full measure of hap-
piness.

And even though the odds of success were
not great, even though they were opposed by a
powerful and far-reaching empire, these Fram-
ers had the courage to take the first steps to-
wards what would become the greatest democ-
racy that the world has ever known.

It was a spirit that would echo through time
and space, to an Illinois rail-splitter who vowed
that a government of the people, by the people,
and for the people shall not perish from the
Earth; to a young preacher who believed that,
even if he didn’t get there with us, we would
reach the promised land; and across an ocean,
to generations of South Africans who rose up in
search of the same inalienable rights that had
been put to paper in this country so many years
ago.

As a lawyer fighting for the rights of Black
South Africans in the age of apartheid, Albie
Sachs was thrown in jail without charge and was
nearly killed when a bomb took part of his arm

and the sight of one eye. Despite that fact, Albie
knew he was part of something bigger than
himself, and after returning from exile, he
helped shape South Africa’s Constitution, and
held a spot on its nation’s Constitutional Court
for 15 years.

And then there’s Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
As a crusader for freedom, a spiritual leader,
and chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission, and a respected statesman, he has be-
come a symbol of kindness and hope far beyond
the borders of his native land. Through it all, he
has been guided by the belief that, in his words,
“My humanity is bound up in yours, and we can
only be human together.”

There are few people more deserving of the
Lincoln Medal, an honor bestowed on those
who exemplify the singular focus, dedication,
and generosity of spirit of our 16th President.
And as we celebrate Independence Day, there
are few better examples of how the spirit of our
Founding Fathers did more than just create a
nation, it inspired people in every corner of the
globe yearning to be free.

So I want to congratulate tonight’s honorees,
and I thank all of you for being part of this ex-
traordinary celebration. We thank all the talent
who performed here today. We thank all the
supporters of the Ford’s Theatre. God bless
you, and God bless the United States of Ameri-
ca. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. The
transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 7.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting
June 7, 2010

Well, I just completed a meeting with the
Cabinet that is directly in charge of dealing with
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. From the be-
ginning, we activated 15 agencies for what is
now the largest national response ever to an en-
vironmental disaster. And what we wanted to do
was make sure that every agency was coordinat-
ing and that there was clarity about how we’re
going to proceed in the coming months.

Now, we have gotten reports that have been
confirmed by our independent scientists that
the top-hat mechanism that was put in place is
beginning to capture some of the oil. We are
still trying to get a better determination as to
how much it’s capturing, and we are pushing
BP very hard to make sure that all the facilities
are available so that as the oil is being captured,
it’s also being separated properly, that there are
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receptacles for that oil to go, that we have
thought through contingencies in case there is
an emergency or a hurricane so that these
mechanisms are not disrupted, and that
there’s a lot of redundancy built in.

But here’s what we know: Even if we are
successful in containing some or much of this
oil, we are not going to get this problem com-
pletely solved until we actually have the relief
well completed, and that is going to take a cou-
ple of more months. We also know that there’s
already a lot of oil that’s been released and that
there is going to be more oil released no mat-
ter how successful this containment effort is.
And that’s why it’s so important for us to con-
tinue to put every asset that we have—boom,
skimmers, vessels, hiring local folks and local
fishermen with their facilities, equipping them
with skimmers—getting every asset that we
have out there to make sure that we are mini-
mizing the amount of oil that is actually com-
ing to shore.

Now, there are a number of other issues
that were raised during this meeting that I just
want to touch on. Number one, when I was
down in the Gulf on Friday, meeting with fish-
ermen and small-business owners, what is
clear is that the economic impact of this disas-
ter is going to be substantial and it is going to
be ongoing. And as I said on Friday—and I
want to repeat—I do not want to see BP nick-
el-and-diming these businesses that are having
a very tough time.

Now, we’ve got the SBA in there helping to
provide bridge loans, and we’ve got the De-
partment of Commerce helping businesses to
prepare and document the damages that
they’re experiencing. But what we also need is
BP being quick and responsive to the needs of
these local communities. We have individuals
who have been assigned specifically to ride
herd on BP, to make sure that that’s happen-
ing. We want the people who are in charge of
BP’s claims process to be meeting with us on a
regular basis. But we are going to insist that
that money flows quickly, in a timely basis, so
that you don’t have a shrimp processor or a
fisherman who’s going out of business before
BP finally makes up its mind as to whether or
not it’s going to pay out. And that’s going to be

one of our top priorities, because we know that
no matter how successful we are over the next
few weeks in some of the containment efforts,
the damages are still going to be there.

The second thing we talked about quite a
bit is the issue of the health of workers who are
out there dealing with this spill. So far, we
have seen that onshore, we are not seeing
huge elevations in toxins in the air or in the
water. But that may not be the case out where
people are actually doing the work. And we’ve
got to make sure that we are providing all the
protections that are necessary. We’ve put pro-
cesses in place to make sure that workers out
there are getting the equipment and the train-
ing they need to protect themselves and their
health. But this is something that we’re going
to have to continue to monitor, because there
are a lot of workers out there, and increasingly,
we’re starting to get individuals who may not
be experienced in oil cleanup, because we’re
trying to get an all-hands-on-deck process.
We’ve got to make sure that they are protect-
ed.

Obviously, we’re also monitoring very care-
fully the impact to people who are not working
out there, and that’s where the Environmental
Protection Agency is doing constant monitor-
ing of the air and the water quality. And we are
also doing testing on the seafood to make sure
that toxins aren’t being introduced into the
overall population.

A couple of other points I just want to
make. Dr. Lubchenco of NOAA reported on
convening a scientific conference to make sure
that on issues like the plume that’s been re-
ported in the news and other questions about
how large is this, what kind of damage do we
anticipate, et cetera, that we have full trans-
parency, that the information is out there, that
it’s subject to scientific review so that nobody
has any surprises.

And what we’re going to continue to strive
for is complete transparency in real time so
that as we get information, the public as a
whole gets information, academics, scientists,
researchers get this information in what is go-
ing to be a fluid and evolving process.

Let me just make one final point, and I
think this was something that was emphasized
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by everybody here, and it’s something that I
want to say to the American people. This will be
contained. It may take some time, and it’s going
to take a whole lot of effort. There is going to be
damage done to the Gulf Coast, and there is go-
ing to be economic damages that we’ve got to
make sure BP is responsible for and compen-
sates people for.

But the one thing I’m absolutely confident
about is that, as we have before, we will get
through this crisis. And it—one of the things
that I wanted to make sure we understand is
that not only are we going to control the damag-
es to the Gulf Coast, but we want to actually use
this as an opportunity to reexamine and work
with States and local communities to restore the
coast in ways that actually enhance the liveli-
hoods and the quality of life for people in that
area.

It’s going to take some time. It’s not going to
be easy. But this is a resilient ecosystem. These

are resilient people down on the Gulf Coast. I
had a chance to talk to them, and they’ve gone
through all kinds of stuff over the last 50, 100
years, and they bounce back. And they’re going
to bounce back this time. They’re going to need
help from the entire country. They’re going to
need constant, vigilant attention from this ad-
ministration. That’s what they’re going to get.

But we are going to be—we are confident
that not only are we going to be able to get past
this immediate crisis, but we’re going to be fo-
cusing our attention on making sure that the
coast fully recovers and that eventually it comes
back even stronger than it was before this crisis.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks. 

Commencement Address at Kalamazoo Central High School in Kalamazoo,
Michigan
June 7, 2010

The President. Thank you, everybody. Please
be seated. Hello, Giants. It is good to be here,
and congratulations class of 2010. I am honored
to be part of this special occasion.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. And I love you back. Let me

acknowledge your extraordinary Governor, Jen-
nifer Granholm. Superintendent Rice, thank
you for your inspiring words. Your mayor, Bob-
by Hopewell, who I understand is a proud Kal-
amazoo graduate himself.

Thanks to Principal Washington for—not just
for the warm introduction, but for his enthusi-
asm and his energy and his leadership and his
nice singing voice. [Laughter] Thank you to all
the trustees, to the alumni, to the parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, everybody
who’s been a part of this extraordinary place.

And I want to recognize our student speak-
ers. Cindy, who embodies the best of our tradi-
tions in this country—arrived 3 or 4 years ago,
Cindy did, and graduates as the valedictori-
an—this is what is continually replenishing the

energy and the dynamism and the innovation of
this country, and we could not be prouder of
you. Thank you. And to Simon, I’m glad that,
according to the Constitution, you can’t run till
you’re 35. [Laughter] So I’ll be long gone by
then. [Laughter] But it gives me great confi-
dence to know that we’ve got such incredible
young leaders who are going to be remaking the
world in so many different ways.

Now, recently, an article from your local pa-
per, the Kalamazoo Gazette, was brought to my
attention. And it ran just after this school had
been chosen as one of the six finalists in our
Race to the Top Commencement Challenge.
And for those who aren’t aware of it, this is a
contest to highlight schools that promote aca-
demic excellence, personal responsibility, and
that best prepare students for college and ca-
reers. And this article in the Gazette quoted a
young lady named Kelsey Wilson—where is—is
Kelsey here? She’s right over there? Any-
way——

Audience members. She’s here.
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