AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

ty has made great strides since the 9/11 attacks.
Guided by good intelligence, we've struck ma-
jor blows against the leadership of Al Qaida and
its terrorist affiliates, and we’ve disrupted many
plots in our country and saved many American
lives. But as we saw in the failed attack over De-
troit, we need to do even better. We need to
constantly evolve and adapt and improve.

That’s why I ordered a series of reforms to
strengthen intelligence earlier this year, and
that's why I'll be looking to Jim to ensure that
we have the most capable and efficient intelli-
gence community possible. Intelligence must
be collected and analyzed quickly, it must be
shared and integrated effectively, and it must
be acted upon decisively. That’s what I expect
as President, and that’s what our national secu-
rity demands.

In short, our intelligence community needs
to work as one, integrated team that produces
quality, timely, and accurate intelligence. And
let’s be honest: This is a tough task. But this will
be Jim’s core mission. He is eminently quali-
fied, and he has my complete confidence and
support.

Jim also understands the importance of
working with our partners in Congress—as he
has said, not merely to appear when sum-
moned, but to keep Congress informed and to
seek Members’ advice and consent. Not sur-
prisingly, the Senate has voted to confirm Jim
for senior positions on four separate occasions,
and each time, it has done so overwhelmingly.
Given the importance of this position, the ur-
gent threats to our Nation, and Jim’s unique ex-
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perience, I urge the Senate to do so again and
as swiftly as possible.

I've spoken to the appropriate Senate lead-
ers, and I've indicated that I expect this nomi-
nation to be completed during this work period.
This nomination can’t fall victim to the usual
Washington politics. And as we go forward, my
administration will continue to work with Con-
gress to ensure that Jim and all our intelligence
professionals have the authorities, resources,
and support that they need to succeed.

Finally, let me say to the men and women
across our intelligence community: Most Amer-
icans may never see your work, but every Amer-
ican is safer because of your service, and we are
profoundly grateful. You have chosen to serve
America. Now it's America’s duty to back you
up so you can fulfill the mission that we ask of
you and keep this country safe. That’s my prom-
ise to you as President of the United States, and
that’s what Jim Clapper will do as Director of
National Intelligence.

So, Jim, to you and your family, who joins us
here today, thank you for taking on this critical
assignment. And with that, I'd invite Jim to say
a few words.

Director-designate Clapper. Thank you, sir.

The President. Thank you, Jim.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary also included the remarks of Director-des-
ignate Clapper.

Statement on the Death of John R. Wooden

June 5, 2010

I'm saddened to hear of the passing of an in-
credible coach and an even better man, John
Wooden. As a basketball fan, I remember fond-
ly his 10 NCAA championships, his unrivaled
winning streak at UCLA, and the caliber of
players he mentored. But as an American, I sa-
lute the way he achieved all that success, with
modesty and humility and by wholeheartedly
dedicating his life to the betterment of others.
Even after he became one of the game’s early

heroes, he worked as a high school teacher. And
for the rest of his life, on and off the court, he
never stopped teaching. He never stopped pre-
paring his players and everyone he met to be
their best. Despite all the records and the
championships, he once said that it wasn’t the
tournaments or the games he missed the most,
it was the practice and the preparation.

He is reunited with his beloved wife Nell
now, and my thoughts and prayers are with his
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children, James and Nancy, his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, and all whose lives

were forever changed because John Wooden
lived his so well.

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating Ford’s Theatre

June 6, 2010

Hello, everybody. It is a pleasure to wel-
come all of you to the White House. I'm going
to be very brief because I know you're all look-
ing forward to heading down the street a little
bit later for a wonderful night—and Michelle
just mentioned—and the women are wearing
heels. [Laughter]

That's why I want to take a moment to
thank all the performers for taking time out of
their busy schedules to share their gifts with us
and be part of this wonderful event. I also
want to thank the Cabinet officials and Mem-
bers of Congress who are with us, including
Senator Reid. Thank you all for coming and
for your support of this wonderful institution.

Tonight is about celebrating the great work
at Ford Theatre, what it’s done to preserve the
legacy of our 16th President and highlight the
importance of the arts and education in our
own lives and in the life of our Nation.

In many ways, it’s impossible to separate the
history of America from the history of its mu-
sic and its spoken word. Soldiers have sung as
they marched to war and raised their voices
again while laying a brother to rest. Lyrics on a
page and voices on a stage have helped con-
nect us across generations and across cultures,
backgrounds, and faiths. Our greatest leaders,
including Lincoln himself, have drawn inspira-
tion and courage from the arts. And on a per-
sonal level, they help each of us express the

Remarks at a Ford’s Theatre Gala
June 6, 2010

Please, have a seat. Well, Michelle and I are
just thrilled to be part of this spectacular eve-
ning. To the performers who lent their voices
to this celebration, to the honored guests, to
everyone who helped make tonight such a suc-
cess, I want to say thank you.

I also want to thank the staff and supporters
of Ford’s Theatre for creating a place where
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joys and hardships of life while bringing us
closer to each other.

This is especially true during moments of
trial, and we have had a lot of trials over the
past year and a half. Right now we've got
brothers and sisters in the Gulf Coast who are
going through an incredibly difficult time in
the face of a disaster unlike any that we’ve ever
seen of late. I want to emphasize again that
we're going to do everything we can in the
weeks and months and years ahead to make
things right. And I know everybody here feels
the same way.

But tonight we will celebrate not only music
and song and performances, but we're also go-
ing to be celebrating the incredible legacy of
the Ford’s Theatre, celebrating some award
recipients who are extraordinarily worthy and
have done so much to help not just people in
this country but all around the world.

So on behalf of Michelle and our entire
family, I want to say how grateful I am that all
of you are here. Thank you for support the
theatre. We are looking forward to a wonder-
ful evening. Good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on June 7. Audio was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

education and the arts can thrive, and where
the legacy of our Nation’s greatest President
will be preserved for generations.

And T especially want to thank the members
of one of our Nation’s most hallowed fraterni-
ties, the men who were recipients of the Med-
al of Honor. Please give them another round
of applause. To each of those men, I want you
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