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ing all those who have ever worn the uniform
of this country—and their families—as well as
they have served us.

On April 25, 1866, about a year after the
Civil War ended, a group of women visited a
cemetery in Columbus, Mississippi, to place
flowers by the graves of Confederate soldiers
who had fallen at Shiloh. As they did, they no-
ticed other graves nearby belonging to Union
dead. But no one had come to visit those
graves or place a flower there. So they decided
to lay a few stems for those men too, in recog-
nition not of a fallen Confederate or a fallen
Union soldier, but a fallen American. 

A few years later, an organization of Civil
War veterans established what became Memo-
rial Day, selecting a date that coincided with
the time when flowers were in bloom. So this
weekend, as we commemorate Memorial Day,
I ask you to hold all our fallen heroes in your
hearts and, if you can, lay a flower where they
have come to rest.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:55 p.m. on May 27 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on May 29.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 28, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on May 29.

Statement on the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico
May 29, 2010

Today I’ve spoken with National Incident
Commander Admiral Thad Allen, as well as
Energy Secretary Steven Chu, Interior Secre-
tary Ken Salazar, EPA Administrator Lisa
Jackson, and senior White House advisers
John Brennan and Carol Browner regarding
the ongoing efforts to stop the BP oil spill.
From the beginning, our concern has been
that the surest way to stop the flow of oil—the
drilling of relief wells—would take several
months to complete. So engineers and experts
have explored a variety of alternatives to stop
the leak now. They had hoped that the top kill
approach attempted this week would halt the
flow of oil and gas currently escaping from the
seafloor. But while we initially received opti-
mistic reports about the procedure, it is now
clear that it has not worked. Rear Admiral
Mary Landry today directed BP to launch a
new procedure whereby the riser pipe will be
cut and a containment structure fitted over the
leak. 

This approach is not without risk and has
never been attempted before at this depth.
That is why it was not activated until other
methods had been exhausted. It will be diffi-
cult and will take several days. It is also impor-
tant to note that while we were hopeful that
the top kill would succeed, we were also mind-
ful that there was a significant chance it would
not. And we will continue to pursue any and all
responsible means of stopping this leak until
the completion of the two relief wells current-
ly being drilled. 

As I said yesterday, every day that this leak
continues is an assault on the people of the
Gulf Coast region, their livelihoods, and the
natural bounty that belongs to all of us. It is as
enraging as it is heartbreaking, and we will not
relent until this leak is contained, until the wa-
ters and shores are cleaned up, and until the
people unjustly victimized by this manmade
disaster are made whole.

Remarks on Memorial Day at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland
May 31, 2010

Hello, everybody. First of all, I want to just
say thank you to Colonel Steve Shepro, who’s

just done such great work for us and for me
over the last several months, several years. I
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know he’s about to be transferred, and I just to
want to say to him and Helen and Jack how
much we appreciate everything that they do.

To Major General Darrell Jones, our com-
mander as—of Air Force District of Washing-
ton, as well as Holly and Stuart, and to all of you
and all the men, women, and families of the
Joint Base at Andrews, good evening. It is won-
derful to see all of you on this solemn and spe-
cial day. 

In the life of our Nation, there are few more
sacred places than our national cemeteries,
around the world, at Arlington, and our national
cemeteries across the country. As some of you
know, earlier today I was honored to join the
Memorial Day ceremony at the Abraham Lin-
coln National Cemetery in Elwood, Illinois.
Unfortunately, some extraordinary storms
moved in, and for the safety of all involved, the
ceremony was canceled. 

But while the storm was raging outside, I was
fortunate to meet with some of the families,
friends, and veterans who had come to honor
loved ones who had given their lives in service
of this Nation. Later, I was privileged to visit
with families of our wounded warriors as they
battle to recover from the wounds of war. And I
wanted to stop by here because I fly in all the
time but sometimes don’t get a chance to meet
so many of you individually, to say thank you for
your service, and recognize that long chain of
valor and service that you are a part of. 

The families that I met with know in their
hearts what every American must never forget.
At its core, the nobility and the majesty of Me-
morial Day can be found in the story of ordinary
Americans who’ve become extraordinary for the
most simple of reasons: They loved their coun-
try so deeply, so profoundly that they were will-
ing to give their lives to keep it safe and free. 

In another time, they might have led a life of
comfort and ease, but a revolution needed to be
won or a Union needed to be preserved or our
harbor was bombed or our country was attacked
on a clear September morning. So they an-
swered their country’s call. They stepped for-
ward. They raised their hand. They took an
oath, just as all of you did, and they earned a ti-
tle that would define them for the rest of their

lives, as a soldier, a sailor, an airman, a marine, a
coast guardsman.

In the letters that they wrote home, they
spoke of the horrors of war and the bravery it
summoned, how they endured the slaughter of
the trenches and the chaos of beach landings,
the bitter cold of a Korean winter or the endless
heat of a Vietnam jungle.

Today we can imagine what it must have
been like for all those they fought to save when
American forces finally came into view. A coun-
try was liberated. A Holocaust was over. A town
was rid of insurgents. A village was finally free
from the terror of violent extremists.

But had you asked any troop—any of those
troops in the past, they would have likely told
you the same thing: Yes, we fought for freedom;
yes, we fought for that flag; but most of all, we
fought for each other, to bring our buddies
home, to keep our families safe. And that’s what
they did, to their last breath. 

This is what we honor today: the lives they
led, the service they rendered, the sacrifice that
they made for us. In this time of war, we pay
special tribute to the thousands of Americans
who have given their lives during the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq and who have earned their
place among the greatest of generations. And
though our heart aches in their absence, we find
comfort in knowing that their legacy shines
bright on the people they loved, America’s Gold
Star families.  

Their legacy lives on in the pride of their par-
ents, like the mother who wrote to me about
her son, Specialist Stephan Mace, who gave his
life in Afghanistan. She told me, “I just want
you to know what kind of hero he was.” To all
those moms and dads, you instilled in your sons
and daughters the values and virtues that led
them to service. And to you, every American
here, every American around the country owes
a debt of profound gratitude.

Their legacy lives on in the love of their
spouses, the wives and husbands who gave to
our Nation the person they cherished most in
the world. To all those spouses, you have sacri-
ficed in ways most Americans can’t even begin
to imagine, but as you summon the strength to
carry on each day, know that you’re not alone
and that America will always be at your side.
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Their legacy lives on in their beautiful chil-
dren. To all those sons and daughters, we say
as one Nation: Your moms and dads gave their
lives so you could live yours. America will be
there for you as well, as you grow into the men
and women your parents knew you could be.  

Their legacy lives on in those who fought
alongside them, our veterans who came home,
you, our troops, who are still in harm’s way.
Just as you keep alive the memory of your fall-
en friends, America must keep its commit-
ment to you. And that means providing the
support to our troops and families when they
need it and the health care and benefits that
our veterans deserve. This is our sacred trust
to all who serve, and the—upholding that trust
is a moral obligation. 

And finally, on this day of remembrance, I
say to every American, the legacy of these fall-
en soldiers, these fallen heroes lives on in each
of us. The security that lets us live in peace,
the prosperity that allows us to pursue our
dreams, the freedom that we cherish, these
were earned by the blood and the sacrifice of
patriots who went before. And now it falls on
us to preserve that inheritance for all who fol-
low.

They proclaimed our unalienable rights, so
let us speak out for the dignity of every human
being and the rights that are universal. They
saved the Union, so let us never stop working

to perfect it. They defeated fascism and laid
the foundation for decades of prosperity, so let
us renew the sources of American strength
and innovation at home. They forged alliances
that won a long cold war, so let us build the
partnership for a just and lasting peace.

And today, our forces are fighting and dying
once more, in faraway lands, to keep our
homeland safe. Some of you have come from
overseas deployments; some of you are about
to go. Let us make sure that all of us are wor-
thy of your sacrifice and of the sacrifices who
have fallen. Let us go forward as they do, with
the confidence and the resolve, the resilience
and the unity that’s always defined us as a peo-
ple and shaped us as a nation and made Amer-
ica a beacon of hope to the world.

So may God bless our fallen heroes. May
He comfort their families. May God bless all
of you, and may God bless the United States of
America. Thank you very much, everybody.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:28 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Col. Steven M.
Shepro, USAF, installation commander, An-
drews Air Force Base, and commander, 316th
Wing, and his wife Helen and their son Jona-
than; and Holly Jones, wife, and Stuart Jones,
son, of Maj. Gen. Darrell D. Jones. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Cochairs of the National
Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling
June 1, 2010

Good morning, everybody. I just met with
these two gentlemen, former Senator Bob
Graham of Florida and former EPA Adminis-
trator Bill Reilly. They will lead the national
commission on the BP oil spill in the Gulf,
which is now the greatest environmental disas-
ter of its kind in our history. Their job, along
with the other members of the Commission,
will be to thoroughly examine the spill and its

causes so that we never face such a catastro-
phe again.

At the same time, we’re continuing our ef-
forts on all fronts to contain the damage from
this disaster and extend to the people of the
Gulf the help they need to confront this or-
deal. We’ve already mounted the largest clean-
up effort in the Nation’s history and continue
to monitor, minute to minute, the efforts to
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