
May 26 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

718

few years, we’re going to double our share to
more than 10 percent.

Here at this site, Solyndra expects to make
enough solar panels each year to generate 500
megawatts of electricity. And over the lifetime
of this expanded facility, that could be like re-
placing as many as eight coal-fired power
plants. It’s also worth noting, to achieve this
doubling of our share of solar capacity, we ac-
tually need to make four times as many solar
panels because other countries are adding ca-
pacity too. Nobody in this race is standing still.

So these steps are helping to safeguard our
environment. They’re helping to lower our de-
pendence on oil. At a time when people are
struggling and looking for work, these steps
are helping to strengthen our economy and
create jobs. And we all know how important
that is, because times here in California are
still tough. It’s going to take time to replace
the millions of jobs we lost in this recession. 

Unemployment remains high, even though
the economy is growing and has started adding
hundreds of thousands of jobs each month. So
it took years to dig our way into this hole;
we’re not going to dig our way out overnight.
But what you are proving here—all of you, col-
lectively—is that as difficult as it will be, as far
as we’ve got to go, we will recover. We will re-

build. We will emerge from this period of tur-
moil stronger than ever before. 

That’s not all. You’re also proving some-
thing more. Every day that you build this ex-
panded facility, as you fill orders for solar pan-
els to ship around the world, you’re demon-
strating that the promise of clean energy isn’t
just an article of faith, not anymore. It’s not
some abstract possibility for science fiction
movies or a distant future, for 10 years down
the road or 20 years down the road. It’s hap-
pening right now. The future is here. We’re
poised to transform the ways we power our
homes and our cars and our businesses. And
we’re poised to lead our competitors in the de-
velopment of new technologies and products
and businesses. And we are poised to generate
countless new jobs, good-paying, middle class
jobs right here in the United States of Ameri-
ca. 

That’s the promise of clean energy. And
thanks to the men and women here today and
the innovators and the workers all across
America, it’s a promise that we’ve already be-
gun to fulfill. 

So thank you very much. God bless you.
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. 

Remarks Honoring the NCAA Men’s Basketball Champion Duke Blue
Devils
May 27, 2010

The President. Hello, everybody. Please
have a seat. Welcome to the White House.
Welcome to the Rose Garden. You know,
when I woke up this morning and I saw a few
hundred students camping out on my
lawn—[laughter]—I remembered that today
is Duke day. [Laughter] Congratulations to
the 2010 Men’s NCAA basketball national
champions, the Bluke—[laughter]—the Duke
Blue Devils. Give them a big round of ap-
plause.

Now, we’ve got some big Duke fans here to-
day. My outstanding Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, Ric Shinseki, is here. He got a graduate
degree from Duke, and both he and Coach K

are proud graduates of West Point. They
missed each other by 1 year.

We’ve got some members of the North Car-
olina congressional delegation who are here.
We’ve also got some proud Duke alumni serv-
ing in Congress. Representative Shelley
Moore Capito is a alum. Representative David
Price has been a professor at Duke since 1973.
And Under Secretary of Energy Dr. Kristina
Johnson is here, and she was the dean of the
Pratt School of Engineering at Duke for 8
years. So you can give them all a big round of
applause.

The Archivist of the United States, David
Ferriero is here. And he once ran the Duke li-
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brary system; today, he takes care of the Consti-
tution and the Declaration of Independence.
[Laughter] North Carolina Attorney General
Roy Cooper and Durham Mayor Bill Bell are
here as well. Give them a big round of applause.

Now, I know that all of you remember last
year, when I filled out my bracket—[laugh-
ter]—I picked North Carolina to win it all. It
wasn’t anything personal. [Laughter] Just trying
to win some money. [Laughter] I was right.
Coach K wasn’t too happy. He basically told me
to stick it. [Laughter] Or stick to my day job, is
what he said. [Laughter]

And then this year, he went out with all these
guys and he won so he could come to the White
House and crow about it. [Laughter] Payback is
sweet, isn’t it, Coach? Congratulations on your
fourth national championship at Duke.

Obviously, it’s not a smart thing to bet against
Coach K. This is a guy who has 868 wins, 12
ACC championships, 11 Final Fours, 4 NCAA
championships, a couple of Olympic gold med-
als for men’s basketball, including in 2008,
when he brought the gold back to where it be-
longs: the USA. And congratulation to Coach
K’s lovely wife Mickie—Mrs. K—who’s been
with him for all of it. So we are very grateful to
them.

Now, some of you may know that my assis-
tant, Reggie Love, used to play for Coach K at
Duke. Reggie played on the 2001 national
championship team, and he was a team captain
in 2005. In fact, Reggie was so excited to see his
old coach today that I had to make him come
out and run some sprint drills—[laughter]—just
to calm him down.

And then Coach and I were both discuss-
ing—I play with Reggie now, and when Reggie
was playing, Coach said, don’t shoot. [Laughter]
And when he’s on my team, I say to Reggie,
don’t shoot. [Laughter] So things haven’t
changed that much. [Laughter] Go down in the
post. Rebound. [Laughter]

I also want to congratulate the assistant
coaches, Chris Collins, Nate James, Steve
Wojciechowski—I’ll just call him “Wojo,” like
everybody else—all of whom were once cap-
tains on Coach K’s teams as well.

And congratulations to all the players, espe-
cially the seniors: Jordan Davidson, Jon Schey-

er—my homeboy from the Chicago area, Lance
Thomas, and Brian Zoubek. It’s really been a 4-
year journey for these guys. And each year,
they’ve gotten better together. When they were
freshmen, they lost in the first round of the
tournament. As sophomores, they made it to
the second round. As juniors, they made it to
the Sweet 16. And this year, they won it all.
That’s the kind of progress that you want to see
in your college career.

Jon Scheyer, Kyle Singler, and Nolan Smith
were the top-scoring trio in the NCAA this year.
And I should also mention that I—when I was
running for President, we did a campaign event
in Medford, Oregon, in the gym where Singler
grew up. So I was the second most famous per-
son to ever show up in Medford. [Laughter] It’s
true.

I understand that Zoubek is unique in Duke
history: the only player that Coach K ever al-
lowed to grow a beard. [Laughter] Talk about
somebody who’s overcome a lot, who powered
through setbacks and injuries to set a new Duke
record for most offensive rebounds in a single
season this year, including some critical boards
in the title game.

And it was, as everybody here knows, a in-
credible tournament from start to finish, one of
the most exciting tournaments any of us have
ever seen. The championship game against But-
ler—the most watched championship game in
more than 10 years—was everything fans hoped
it would be. It came down to the final posses-
sion. And these guys hung in there and won it
all.

I know that Coach K has said that this is as
close a team as he’s ever had, a bunch of throw-
back guys who hustle and work and have fun to-
gether. And they play by his—one of his philos-
ophies, which is “think of a hand.” If you at-
tach—if you attack with your hand open, as five
fingers individually, you’re more likely to break
a finger. But if you bring them together and
make a fist, you can really pound somebody.
[Laughter] That’s very subtle, Coach K.
[Laughter]

Now, there is a softer side of these guys too.
Coach K is an integral part of the Durham com-
munity in so many ways, whether it’s helping
change the odds for underprivileged kids
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through the Emily K Center he founded and
named after his mom or just buying pizza for
the Cameron Crazies who camp outside for
days at a time. His players participate in the
Read With the Blue Devils program and visit
patients at the Children’s Hospital in Durham,
giving as much as they can to the Duke com-
munity that gives so much to them.

And seeing as how Coach is a proud gradu-
ate of West Point and a former Army basket-
ball player under Bobby Knight, they’re going
to the Pentagon after this to thank some of the
folks who bravely and selflessly serve our
country day in and day out.

So congratulations, Coach K. Congratula-
tions to the team. And good luck next year. I
suspect that you’re going to try to bust my
bracket once again. [Laughter] But I may not
make the same mistake twice. [Laughter]

[At this point, the President was presented
with a framed team jersey.]

The President. Oh, look at this. That’s nice!
Now, you know, Reggie’s going to make me
hang this in the Oval Office. Take down Lin-
coln or something. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Michael W. Krzyzews-
ki, head coach, Jordan Davidson and Jon
Scheyer, guards, Lance Thomas and Kyle Sin-
gler, forwards, and, Brian Zoubek, center,
Duke University men’s basketball team; and
Robert M. Knight, former head coach of the
U.S. Military Academy, Indiana University,
and Texas Tech University men’s basketball
teams.

The President’s News Conference
May 27, 2010

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Before I take your questions, I want to update
the American people on the status of the BP
oil spill, a catastrophe that is causing tremen-
dous hardship in the Gulf Coast, damaging a
precious ecosystem, and one that led to the
death of 11 workers who lost their lives in the
initial explosion.

Yesterday the Federal Government gave BP
approval to move forward with a procedure
known as a top kill to try to stop the leak. This
involves plugging the well with densely packed
mud to prevent any more oil from escaping.
And given the complexity of this procedure
and the depth of the leak, this procedure of-
fers no guarantee of success. But we’re explor-
ing any reasonable strategies to try and save
the Gulf from a spill that may otherwise last
until the relief wells are finished, and that’s a
process that could take months.

The American people should know that
from the moment this disaster began, the Fed-
eral Government has been in charge of the re-
sponse effort. As far as I’m concerned, BP is
responsible for this horrific disaster, and we
will hold them fully accountable on behalf of
the United States as well as the people and

communities victimized by this tragedy. We
will demand that they pay every dime they
owe for the damage they’ve done and the pain-
ful losses that they’ve caused. And we will con-
tinue to take full advantage of the unique tech-
nology and expertise they have to help stop
this leak.

But make no mistake: BP is operating at our
direction. Every key decision and action they
take must be approved by us in advance. I’ve
designated Admiral Thad Allen, who has near-
ly four decades of experience responding to
such disasters, as the national incident com-
mander, and if he orders BP to do something
to respond to this disaster, they are legally
bound to do it. So, for example, when they said
they would drill one relief well to stem this
leak, we demanded a backup and ordered
them to drill two. And they are in the process
of drilling two.

As we devise strategies to try and stop this
leak, we’re also relying on the brightest minds
and most advanced technology in the world.
We’re relying on a team of scientists and engi-
neers from our own national laboratories and
from many other nations, a team led by our
Energy Secretary and Nobel Prize-winning
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