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mitment to strengthening the strategic part-
nership between both countries, and they will
continue working closely together in bilateral,
trilateral, and multilateral fora over the com-
ing months, as befitting two partners and na-

tions uniquely important for the well-being,
prosperity and security of one another.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Declaration by the United States of America and the United Mexican States
Concerning Twenty-First Century Border Management
May 19, 2010

The Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the United
Mexican States, hereinafter referred to collec-
tively as the “Participants,”

Acknowledging their shared interest in cre-
ating a border that promotes their economic
competitiveness and enhances their security
through the secure, efficient, rapid, and lawful
movement of goods and people; 

Expressing a desire to fundamentally re-
structure the way in which the shared border
between Mexico and the United States is man-
aged to enhance public safety, welcome lawful
visitors, encourage trade, strengthen cultural
ties, and reduce the cost of doing business in
North America;

Recognizing the importance of securing and
facilitating the lawful flow of goods, services,
and people between their countries;

Understanding that joint and collaborative
administration of their common border is criti-
cal to transforming management of the border
to enhance security and efficiency;

Recognizing the potential value, both in
terms of enhancing security and reducing con-
gestion, of shifting certain screening and in-
spection activities, traditionally performed at
the immediate border, to geographic depar-
ture and transit zones away from the border
and of considering other non-traditional bor-
der crossing concepts;

Appreciating that enhancing the flow of in-
formation needed for effective shared border
management requires professionalism in law
enforcement, strong institutional capacity, and
effective interagency coordination in and be-
tween both countries;

Recognizing that transnational criminal or-
ganizations threaten the economies and secu-

rity of both the United States and Mexico and
that both countries share responsibility for the
conditions that give rise to these criminal orga-
nizations and that allow them to endure, as
well as shared responsibility for remedying
those conditions; 

Understanding that law enforcement coor-
dination between the Participants is essential
to preventing crime and to disrupting and dis-
mantling transnational criminal organizations; 

Sharing an interest in ensuring a legal, or-
derly system for managing migration between
their countries and developing coordinated
procedures for managing repatriation and en-
suring that it remains safe and humane;

Hereby express their commitment to
strengthen cooperation in:

• Enhancing economic competitiveness by
expediting lawful trade, while preventing
the transit of illegal merchandise be-
tween their two countries, 

• Facilitating lawful travel in a manner that
also prevents the illegal movement of
people between their two countries, 

• Sharing information that enhances se-
cure flows of goods and people, and

• Disrupting and dismantling transnational
criminal organizations and punishing
their members and supporters.

I. Areas of Collaboration

In light of these mutual understandings, the
Participants expect to work in a collaborative
and coordinated fashion across a wide-range of
border-related activities, including:
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• Programs focused on reducing congestion
and delays in cross-border traffic entering
both Mexico and the United States, build-
ing a foundation for efficient border and
expanded economic growth, improving
community safety and quality of life, and
reducing unhealthy emissions from idling
vehicles;

• The creation, expansion, or mutual recog-
nition of “trusted shipper” programs such
as FAST and C–TPAT and “trusted trav-
eler” programs such as SENTRI and
Global Entry, allowing enforcement au-
thorities to concentrate their efforts
where they are most needed to stop illicit
border flows; 

• Pre-screening, pre-clearance, and pre-in-
spection of people, goods, and products,
particularly where such activities increase
the Participants’ abilities to intercept dan-
gerous individuals, hazardous goods, and
contraband before they cause harm and to
alleviate congestion at ports of entry;

• The enhancement of the repatriation pro-
cesses through the exchange of informa-
tion and close bilateral cooperation, with
special attention to vulnerable people
such as unaccompanied minors, pregnant
women, and the sick and elderly.

• The improvement of bilateral mechanisms
to share information related to aviation se-
curity and border security.

• The development of complementary risk
management strategies aimed at separat-
ing high-risk and low-risk shipments, as
well as high-risk and low-risk individuals,
including specific procedures for repatria-
tion of individuals with criminal records;

• The standardized collection and single en-
try of trade data, so that importers and ex-
porters are asked for a given piece of in-
formation only once, reducing the admin-
istrative burden of compliance and there-
fore the cost of trade;

• Improved bi-national coordination in
planning, financing, permitting, design-
ing, building, and operating ports of entry,
as well as optimal staffing of ports of en-
try; 

• Promotion of a closer partnership with the
private sector, the trade community, and
international partners to secure supply
chains;

• Development of shared priorities for pub-
lic investments in ports of entry along the
border, planned in coordination with the
infrastructure feeding into them, as well
as funding mechanisms for such projects,
including private sector participation; 

• Joint assessments of threats, development
of a common understanding of the operat-
ing environment, and joint identification
of geographic areas of focus for law en-
forcement operations;

• Augmentation of their collection, analy-
sis, and sharing of information from inter-
dictions, investigations, and prosecutions
to disrupt “criminal flows” and enhance
public safety; and

• Bringing together border communities
and relevant stakeholders as partners in
efforts to protect public safety by integrat-
ing law enforcement efforts with other
government functions including social as-
sistance, community outreach, and re-
sponsiveness to citizen concerns. 

II. Implementation and Oversight

To coordinate and facilitate work aimed at
furthering the goals noted in this Declaration,
the Participants intend to establish a Twenty-
First Century Border Bilateral Executive Steer-
ing Committee (ESC) composed of representa-
tives from the appropriate federal government
departments and offices. For the United States,
this includes representatives from the Depart-
ments of State, Homeland Security, Justice,
Transportation, Agriculture, Commerce, Interi-
or, Defense, and the Office of the United State
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Trade Representative, and for Mexico in-
cludes representatives from the Secretariats of
Foreign Relations, Interior, Finance and Pub-
lic Credit, Economy, Public Security, Com-
munications and Transportation, Agriculture,
and the Office of the Attorney General of the
Republic. Each Participant should integrate its
own section of the ESC section into the rele-
vant interagency processes to achieve better
bilateral coordination.

It is expected that the inaugural meeting of
the ESC, to be convened no later than August
19, 2010, will develop a mutually accepted ac-
tion plan to realize the goals of this Declara-
tion and identify working groups, drawing,
where appropriate, upon existing bilateral,
border-related groups, to implement the ac-
tion plan.

III. General Principles

This Declaration represents an understand-
ing between the Participants and does not
constitute a legally binding agreement. The
Participants understand that activities in sup-
port of the goals mentioned in this Declaration
are to be carried out in accordance with the
laws and regulations of the Participants’ coun-
tries, and applicable international agreements
to which the Participants’ countries are par-
ties. The Participants are expected to bear
their own costs in engaging in any such activi-
ties. All such activities are subject to the avail-
ability of funds and human resources. 

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this declaration.

Statement on the House Financial Services Committee Passage of Small-
Business Lending Fund Legislation
May 19, 2010

Small businesses are the backbone of the
American economy and where most new jobs
begin. In March, I signed into law a jobs bill
that provides tax cuts to small businesses that
hire new workers and have proposed eliminat-
ing capital gains taxes on small-business invest-
ments and new tax breaks for all businesses to
invest in new plants and equipment.

But one of the major challenges facing
small-business owners is access to the credit
that they need to grow and hire. And so I’m
very pleased that the House Financial Services
Committee passed legislation including two
important Administration proposals, a small-

business lending fund that provides incentives
for smaller banks to make new loans and a
State small-business credit initiative that
would spur over $20 billion in new lending
through innovative State-based programs at a
time when States are being forced to cut back
on them due to budget shortfalls.

I want to extend my thanks to Chairman
Frank for his leadership in passing the bill and
to the members of the Committee that moved
so quickly on this important measure. And I
urge Congress to continue moving swiftly on
more job creation measures until every Ameri-
can who wants work can find it.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring President Felipe de Jesus Calderon
Hinojosa of Mexico
May 19, 2010

President Obama. Michelle and I are ex-
traordinarily honored as we host you, but most
importantly as we host President Calderon and
First Lady Margarita Zavala. Yes, I’m sorry,
please be seated. We welcome them and the

Mexican delegation for our second state din-
ner here at the White House—tonight la Casa
Blanca. [Laughter]

In our visit to Mexico, the President and
First Lady have treated me and Michelle to a
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