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goal of putting 50,000 new police officers on
the street.

Next year’s budget would more than double
the previous request for the COPS program.
And at a time when our Nation is emerging
from the worst economic recession in genera-
tions, we’ll maintain strong funding for Justice
Assistance Grants, known as the Byrne/JAG
grants, and bulletproof vests to keep our com-
munities and our men and women in uniform
safe.

We’ll make sure you continue to have the
resources and support that you need, because
we’ve seen the results of that work. In the first
half of 2009, crime fell to the lowest level since
the 1960s. Homicides dropped by 10 percent.
Car thefts were down nearly 20 percent. And
property crimes declined by over 6 percent.

Much of this is due to the men and women
and their counterparts all across the country
that are doing outstanding work. But it’s also a
reflection of the role that ordinary Americans
are playing, taking back their neighborhoods
from violent gangs and open-air drug markets,
educating their children, being vigilant.

Of course, the most recent example and
most visible example of this partnership be-
tween citizens and police happened 2 weeks
ago in Times Square. Alerted by two street
vendors that smoke was coming out of a suspi-
cious vehicle, NYPD Officer Wayne Rhatigan
immediately realized the potential danger and,
along with other officers on the scene, helped
clear the area quickly and safely. The NYPD’s
elite bomb squad unit then spent over 5 hours
defusing the device. And just 2 days after the
attempted terrorist attack, thanks to the out-

standing work of local, State, and Federal offi-
cials, a suspect was in custody.

And yesterday I had the privilege of visiting
the NYPD Real Time Crime Center and
meeting Officer Rhatigan and other officers
whose quick thinking and cooperation may
have saved hundreds of lives. Like the folks
behind me, they succeeded because they were
well trained, they were vigilant, and they were
ready.

So being a hero isn’t always easy. As Officer
Ryan Jacobsen, who is being honored here to-
day, said of his own experience, “It’s one of
those things in your life you can never prepare
for fully and that you hope never happens
again.”

So we are incredibly proud of the courage
that all of you have shown in the conditions
that we can only imagine. It’s a distinction that
none of you asked for, but all of you accepted.
And I promise that we will stand by you and
everyone who wears the badge as you continue
to keep us safe.

So thank you all. Tom, thanks for the out-
standing work.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Thomas J. Nee, presi-
dent, National Association of Police Organiza-
tions; Times Square street vendors Duane
Jackson and Lance Orton; Faisal Shahzad, sus-
pect in the May 1 attempted terrorist attack in
Times Square; and Officer Ryan Jacobsen,
Colorado Springs Police Department, CO.
The related proclamation of May 7 is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico
May 14, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. I just finished
meeting with some of my Cabinet and admin-
istration officials about the ongoing efforts to
stop the BP oil spill. And I want to give the
American people an update on these efforts,
but I also want to underscore the seriousness
and urgency of this crisis.

The potential devastation to the Gulf Coast,
its economy, and its people require us to con-

tinue our relentless efforts to stop the leak and
contain the damage. There’s already been a
loss of life, damage to our coastline, to fish and
wildlife, and to the livelihoods of everyone
from fishermen to restaurant and hotel own-
ers. I saw firsthand the anger and frustration
felt by our neighbors in the Gulf. And let me
tell you, it is an anger and frustration that I
share as President. And I’m not going to rest
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or be satisfied until the leak is stopped at the
source, the oil in the Gulf is contained and
cleaned up, and the people of the Gulf are able
to go back to their lives and their livelihoods.

Now, the most important order of business is
to stop the leak. I know there have been varying
reports over the last few days about how large
the leak is, but since no one can get down there
in person, we know there is a level of uncertain-
ty. But as Admiral Thad Allen said today, our
mobilization and response efforts have always
been geared toward the possibility of a cata-
strophic event. And what really matters is this:
There’s oil leaking, and we need to stop it, and
we need to stop it as soon as possible. With that
source being 5,000 feet under the ocean’s sur-
face, this has been extremely difficult. But sci-
entists and engineers are currently using the
best, most advanced technology that exists to try
to stop the flow of oil as quickly as possible.

Our second task has been to contain the spill
and protect the Gulf Coast and the people who
live there. We are using every available re-
source to stop the oil from coming ashore. Over
1 million feet of barrier boom have been de-
ployed to hold the oil back. Hundreds of thou-
sands of gallons of dispersant have helped to
break up the oil, and about 4 million gallons of
oily water have been recovered. Thirteen thou-
sand people have been mobilized to protect the
shoreline and its wildlife, as has the National
Guard.

This week, we also sent to Congress legisla-
tion that would provide us with the additional
resources to mitigate the damage caused by this
spill. And I ask for prompt action on this legisla-
tion. Now, it would help with cleanup efforts, it
would provide unemployment assistance and
job training to folks whose jobs are affected by
this crisis, and it would help with the region’s
economic recovery. That’s why this legislation is
important.

It would also help ensure that companies like
BP that are responsible for oil spills are the
ones that pay for the harm caused by these oil
spills, not the taxpayers. This is in addition to
the low-interest loans that we’ve made available
to small businesses that are suffering financial
losses from the spill.

Let me also say, by the way, a word here
about BP and the other companies involved in
this mess. I know BP has committed to pay for
the response effort, and we will hold them to
their obligation. I have to say, though, I did not
appreciate what I considered to be a ridiculous
spectacle during the congressional hearings into
this matter. You had executives of BP and
Transocean and Halliburton falling over each
other to point the finger of blame at somebody
else. The American people could not have been
impressed with that display, and I certainly
wasn’t.

I understand that there are legal and finan-
cial issues involved, and a full investigation will
tell us exactly what happened. But it is pretty
clear that the system failed and it failed badly.
And for that, there is enough responsibility to
go around. And all parties should be willing to
accept it.

That includes, by the way, the Federal Gov-
ernment. For too long, for a decade or more,
there has been a cozy relationship between the
oil companies and the Federal agency that per-
mits them to drill. It seems as if permits were
too often issued based on little more than assur-
ances of safety from the oil companies. That
cannot and will not happen anymore. To bor-
row an old phrase, we will trust, but we will ver-
ify.

Now, from the day he took office as Interior
Secretary, Ken Salazar has recognized these
problems, and he’s worked to solve them. Of-
tentimes, he has been slammed by the industry,
suggesting that somehow these necessary re-
forms would impede economic growth. Well, as
I just told Ken, we are going to keep on going to
do what needs to be done.

And so I’ve asked Secretary Salazar to con-
duct a top-to-bottom reform of the Minerals
Management Service. This week, he announced
that the part of the agency which permits oil
and gas drilling and collects royalties will be
separated from the part of the agency in charge
of inspecting the safety of oil rigs and platforms
and enforcing the law. That way, there’s no con-
flict of interest, real or perceived.

We’ve also ordered immediate inspections of
all deepwater operations in the Gulf of Mexico.
And we’ve announced that no permits for drill-



May 14 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

660

ing new wells will go forward until the 30-day
safety and environmental review that I re-
quested is completed. We’re also closing the
loophole that has allowed some oil companies
to bypass some critical environmental reviews,
and today we’re announcing a new examina-
tion of the environmental procedures for oil
and gas exploration and development.

Now, as I’ve said before, domestic oil drill-
ing continues to be one part of an overall ener-
gy strategy that now includes more clean, re-
newable energy and energy efficiency than at
any other time in our history. But it’s absolute-
ly essential that going forward we put in place
every necessary safeguard and protection so
that a tragedy like this oil spill does not happen
again. This is a responsibility that all of us
share. The oil companies share it; the manu-
facturers of this equipment share it; the agen-

cies in the Federal Government in charge of
oversight share that responsibility. I will not
tolerate more finger-pointing or irresponsibili-
ty.

The people of the Gulf Coast need our
help, and they deserve nothing less than for us
to stand up and do whatever is necessary to
stop this spill, prevent further damage, and
compensate all those who’ve been harmed al-
ready. That’s our job.

It’s also our job to make sure this kind of
mess doesn’t happen again. It’s a job we’ve
been doing. It’s a job we will keep doing until
the well is capped and the spill is cleaned up
and all claims are paid.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 15, 2010

On Thursday, I paid a visit to a small busi-
ness in Buffalo, New York, a town that’s been
hard hit in recent decades. I heard from folks
about the struggles they’ve been facing for
longer than they care to remember. And I talk-
ed with them about what my administration is
doing to help our families, our small business-
es, and our economy rebound from this reces-
sion.

Jump-starting job creation in the private
sector and fostering a climate that encourages
businesses to hire again is vitally important,
and I’ll continue working hard to make sure
that happens. But my responsibility as Presi-
dent isn’t just to help our economy rebound
from this recession; it’s to make sure an eco-
nomic crisis like the one that helped trigger
this recession never happens again.

That’s what Wall Street reform will help us
do. In recent weeks, there’s been a lot of back
and forth about the reform bill currently mak-
ing its way through Congress. There’s been a
lot of discussion about technical aspects of the
bill and a lot of heated and, frankly, sometimes
misleading rhetoric coming from opponents of
reform.

All of this has helped obscure what reform
would actually mean for you, the American
people. So I just wanted to take a few minutes
to talk about why every American has a stake
in Wall Street reform.

First and foremost, you have a stake in it if
you’ve ever been treated unfairly by a credit
card company, misled by pages and pages of
fine print, or ended up paying fees and penal-
ties you’d never heard of before. And you have
a stake in it if you’ve ever tried to take out a
home loan, a car loan, or a student loan, and
been targeted by the predatory practices of
unscrupulous lenders.

The Wall Street reform bill in Congress
represents the strongest consumer financial
protections in history. You’ll be empowered
with the clear and concise information you
need to make the choices that are best for you.
We’ll help stop predatory practices and curb
unscrupulous lenders, helping secure your
family’s financial future. That’s why families
have a stake in it. 

And our community banks also have a stake
in reform. These are banks we count on to
provide the capital that lets our small business-
es hire and grow. The way the system is cur-
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