
May 5 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

608

host President Calderon and First Lady Mar-
garita Zavala for their state visit and dinner in
a couple of weeks.

That’s the spirit that all of you are putting
on display today. So thank you for living it in
your own lives. Thank you for sharing it with
us tonight.

Have a wonderful party. You can be as noisy
as you want. [Laughter]

The First Lady. We can hear you.
The President. We can hear you, though.

[Laughter] If it goes past a certain hour, we’ll
kick you out. [Laughter] All right? 

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainers Sheila Esco-
vedo, Ariadna Thalia Sodi Miranda, Maru
Montero, and Javier Cortes; and Mexico’s Am-
bassador to the U.S. Arturo Sarukhan Casa-
mitjana. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of these
remarks.

Statement on the Death of President Umaru Yar’Adua of Nigeria
May 5, 2010

We are saddened by the news of Nigerian
President Umaru Yar’Adua’s passing, and our
thoughts and prayers are with the Yar’Adua
family and the people of Nigeria as they
mourn his loss. Tonight we remember and
honor President Yar’Adua’s profound personal
decency and integrity, his deep commitment
to public service, and his passionate belief in
the vast potential and bright future of Nige-
ria’s 150 million people.

President Yar’Adua worked to promote
peace and stability in Africa through his sup-
port of Nigerian peacekeeping efforts as well
as his strong criticism of undemocratic actions
in the region. He was committed to creating

lasting peace and prosperity within Nigeria’s
own borders, and continuing that work will be
an important part of honoring his legacy.

Under President Yar’Adua’s leadership, Ni-
geria and the United States took steps to deep-
en the strong bilateral relationship between
our two nations, and that work has continued
even in recent months when President Yar’Ad-
ua’s illness forced him to step back from his
governing duties. The Nigerian people and
Government should know that in this time of
national mourning they have a friend and en-
during partner in the United States and that
together we will continue to work to address
the common challenges we face.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Proposed Agreement Between
the Government of the United States of America and the Government of
Australia Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
May 5, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of a
proposed Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and the
Government of Australia Concerning Peaceful

Uses of Nuclear Energy. I am also pleased to
transmit my written approval, authorization,
and determination concerning the Agreement,
and an unclassified Nuclear Proliferation As-
sessment Statement (NPAS) concerning the
Agreement. In accordance with section 123 of
the Act, as amended by title XII of the Foreign
Affairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998
(Public Law 105–277), a classified annex to the
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