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you'll know what it takes to go through fire and
emerge a better man and a better leader.

So I want you to know that I have no greater
honor and no greater responsibility than serving
as your Commander in Chief. And I promise
you that this country will stand with you, from
the moment you put on the uniform to the mo-
ment you take it off, as you devote your lives to
freedom’s cause.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. Thank you very much. Coach.
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[At this point, Ken Niumatalolo, head coach of
the U.S. Naval Academy football team, deliv-
ered brief remarks, after which the President
was presented with a team jersey and commem-
orative ring.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Tim Tebow, former quarterback,
University of Florida Gators. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Coach Niumatalolo.

Statement on World Press Freedom Day

May 3, 2010

World Press Freedom Day is observed every
year on May 3 to remind us of the critical im-
portance of this core freedom. It is a day in
which we celebrate the invaluable role played
by the media in challenging abuses of power,
identifying corruption, and informing all citi-
zens about the important issues that shape our
world. It is also a day for us to sound the alarm
about restrictions on the media, as well as the
threats, violence, or imprisonment of many of
its members and their families because of their
work.

Last year was a bad one for the freedom of
the press worldwide. While people gained
greater access than ever before to information
through the Internet, cell phones, and other
forms of connective technologies, Governments
like China, Ethiopia, Iran, and Venezuela cur-
tailed freedom of expression by limiting full ac-
cess to and use of these technologies.

Moreover, more media workers were killed
for their work last year than any year in recent
history. The high toll was driven in large part by
the election-related killings of more than 30
journalists in the Philippine Province of Magu-
indanao, the deadliest single event for the press
in history, along with murders of journalists in
Russia, Somalia, Mexico, and Honduras. In this
year, like in other years, nearly three out of four
of the journalists killed were local news gather-
ers who were murdered in their own nations.

Chauncey Bailey was one such local journal-
ist. A tireless reporter who covered his own city
of Oakland, California, Bailey was widely re-

spected for his many exposes of abuse and cor-
ruption. He was gunned down 3 years ago near
his office while taking a homeless man to break-
fast. A trial of the alleged perpetrator is sched-
uled to begin this summer. Such accountability
is critical to deterring further attacks. I note
with concern that the murderers of journalists
succeed in avoiding responsibility for their
crimes in nearly 9 out of 10 cases and urge fel-
low governments to address this problem.

Even more journalists and bloggers find
themselves imprisoned in nations around the
world. Iran, following its crackdown on dissent
after the last elections, now has more journalists
behind bars than any other nation. Govern-
ments in Belarus, Burma, China, Cuba, Eritrea,
North Korea, Tunisia, Uzbekistan, and Venezu-
ela imprisoned journalists who wrote articles
critical of Government leaders and their poli-
cies.

But for every media worker who has been
targeted, there are countless more who contin-
ue to inform their communities despite the
risks of reprisal. On World Press Freedom Day,
we honor those who carry out these vital tasks
despite the many challenges and threats they
face, as well as the principle that a free and in-
dependent press is central to a vibrant and well-
functioning democracy.

NOTE: The statement referred to Yusuf Bey IV,

who allegedly ordered the 2007 murder of jour-
nalist Chauncey Bailey.
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Letter to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference

May 3, 2010

To the participants of the NPT Review Confer-
ence,

Forty years after the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty entered into force, we have come
together to answer a simple question with con-
sequences for us all: as individual nations and
as an international community, will we uphold
the rights and responsibilities of all nations in
order to prevent the spread of nuclear weap-
ons?

For four decades, the NPT has been the
cornerstone of our collective efforts to prevent
the proliferation of these weapons. But today,
this regime is under increasing pressure. A
year ago in Prague, I therefore made it a prior-
ity of the United States to strengthen each of
the treaty’s key pillars as we work to stop the
spread of nuclear weapons, and to pursue the
peace and security of a world without them.

Over the coming weeks, we will see wheth-
er nations with nuclear weapons will fulfill
their NPT obligations to move toward nuclear
disarmament. Building on our new START
Treaty with Russia and our Nuclear Posture
Review, which reaffirms the central impor-
tance of the NPT, the United States is meeting
its responsibilities and setting the stage for fur-
ther cuts.

We will see whether nations without nucle-
ar weapons will fulfill their obligation to for-
sake them. History shows that nations that

pursue this path find greater security and op-
portunity as an integrated member of the in-
ternational community. Nations that ignore
their obligations find themselves less secure,
less prosperous and more isolated. That is the
choice nations must make.

Finally, we will work to ensure that nations
that abide by their obligations can access
peaceful nuclear energy. The United States is
committed to this goal and will pursue a new
framework for civil nuclear cooperation that
permits nations that uphold their responsibili-
ties to enjoy the peaceful uses of the atom.

Today, the eyes of the world are upon us.
Over the coming weeks, each of our nations
will have the opportunity to show where we
stand. Will we meet our responsibilities or
shirk them? Will we ensure the rights of na-
tions or undermine them? In short, do we seek
a 21st century of more nuclear weapons or a
world without them?

These are the questions we must answer,
the challenges we must meet. At this confer-
ence and beyond, let us come together, in
partnership, to pursue the peace and security
that our people deserve.

Sincerely,

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions of the Government of Syria

May 3, 2010
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency,
unless, prior to the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
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in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency
with respect to the actions of the Government
of Syria declared in Executive Order 13338 of
May 11, 2004, and relied upon for additional
steps taken in Executive Order 13399 of April
25, 2006, and Executive Order 13460 of Feb-
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