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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Jacob Zuma of South Africa
April 11, 2010

President Obama. Well, good afternoon, ev-
erybody. I want to officially welcome the South
African delegation to this nuclear summit and
thank President Zuma for his extraordinary
leadership.

So far today I’ve already met with Prime
Minister Singh of India, as well as the President
of Kazakhstan, and now we are meeting with
the President of South Africa. I’ll be meeting
with the Prime Minister of Pakistan after this
meeting.

The central focus of this nuclear summit is
the fact that the single biggest threat to U.S. se-
curity, both short term, medium term and long
term, would be the possibility of a terrorist or-
ganization obtaining a nuclear weapon. This is
something that could change the security land-
scape in this country and around the world for
years to come. If there was ever a detonation in
New York City or London or Johannesburg, the
ramifications economically, politically, and from
a security perspective would be devastating.
And we know that organizations like Al Qaida
are in the process of trying to secure a nuclear
weapon or other weapons of mass destruction,
and they have no compunction at using them.

Unfortunately, we have a situation in which
there is a lot of loose nuclear material around
the world. And so the central focus goal of this
summit is getting the international community
on a path in which we are locking down that nu-
clear material in a very specific time frame with
a specific work plan. And one of the things that
I’m very pleased about is, is that countries have
embraced this goal, and they’re coming to this
summit not just talking about general state-
ments of support, but rather with very specific
approaches to how we can solve this profound
international problem.

I wanted to especially single out South Afri-
ca, because South Africa is singular in having

had a nuclear weapons program, had moved
forward on it, and then decided this was not the
right path, dismantled it, and has been a strong,
effective leader in the international community
around nonproliferation issues ever since.

And so South Africa has special standing in
being a moral leader on this issue. And I wanted
to publicly compliment President Zuma, his ad-
ministration for the leadership they’ve shown.
And we are looking forward toward the possibil-
ity of them helping to guide other countries
down a similar direction of nonproliferation.

But I feel very good at this stage, in the de-
gree of commitment and a sense of urgency that
I’ve seen from the world leaders so far on this
issue. We think we can make enormous prog-
ress on this. And this then becomes part and
parcel of the broader focus that we’ve had over
the last several weeks, with the signing of the
START Treaty between the United States and
Russia, reducing our nuclear stockpiles; a Nu-
clear Posture Review that has been released
that sends a clear signal that those who abide by
the nonproliferation treaties will have negative
assurances, meaning that if they’re abiding by
their obligations, then they will not be targeted
for potential nuclear weapons. And this then
becomes a central part of the process, but is
probably the most urgent one and one that
we’re most concerned with in the short term.

So thank you again, Mr. President, for your
participation and your leadership. 

President Zuma. Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you.
All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:19 p.m. at the
Blair House. In his remarks, he referred to
President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan;
and Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani of
Pakistan. 
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Statement on Holocaust Remembrance Day
April 11, 2010

I join people here at home, in Israel, and
around the world in observing Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. This year, on the 65th anni-
versary of the liberation of the Nazi concentra-
tion camps, we must recommit ourselves to
honoring the memories of all the victims and
ensuring that they remain a part of our collec-
tive memory. On my visit to Buchenwald last
year and during my visit to Yad Vashem in
2008, I bore witness to the horrors of anti-
Semitism and the capacity for evil represented
by the Nazis’ campaign to annihilate the Jew-
ish people and so many others. But even at
places like Buchenwald, the dignity and cour-

age of those who endured the horrors of the
Holocaust remind us of humanity’s capacity
for decency and compassion.

The memories of the victims serve as a con-
stant reminder to honor their legacy by renew-
ing our commitment to prevent genocide and
to confront anti-Semitism and prejudice in all
of its forms. We must never tolerate the hate-
ful stereotypes and prejudice against the Jew-
ish people that tragically continues to this day.
We must work, instead, on behalf of a world of
justice and peace, in which all nations and
peoples value the humanity that we share and
the dignity inherent in every human being.

Joint Statement By President Obama and President Viktor Yanukovych of
Ukraine
April 12, 2010

President Viktor Yanukovych and President
Barack Obama today reaffirmed the strategic
partnership between Ukraine and the United
States and their intention to realize its full po-
tential. To this end, they committed to build
upon the United States-Ukraine Charter on
Strategic Partnership and the Strategic Part-
nership Commission. The two leaders recog-
nized their countries’ common interests and
shared values mirrored in the Charter: democ-
racy, economic freedom and prosperity, secu-
rity and territorial integrity, energy security,
cooperation in the defense arena, the rule of
law and people-to people contacts. The Presi-
dents discussed recovery from the global eco-
nomic crisis. President Yanukovych stressed
his commitment to addressing Ukraine’s eco-
nomic challenges through implementation of
systemic reforms and the resumption of
Ukraine’s cooperation with the IMF. Presi-
dent Obama supports that commitment. The
two leaders recognized the potential for in-
creased bilateral trade and investment, and
they announced their intention to strengthen
engagement on economic, financial and in-
vestment-related issues. 

President Yanukovych and President
Obama reaffirmed their shared vision of a
world without nuclear weapons and pledged to
work together to prevent proliferation and to
realize the Nuclear Security Summit’s goal of
securing all vulnerable nuclear materials. Pres-
ident Yanukovych offered his congratulations
on the signing of the new START Treaty.
President Obama recognized Ukraine’s
unique contribution to nuclear disarmament
and reconfirmed that the security assurances
recorded in the Budapest Memorandum with
Ukraine of December 5, 1994, remain in ef-
fect. President Yanukovych announced
Ukraine’s decision to get rid of all of its stocks
of highly-enriched uranium by the time of the
next Nuclear Security Summit, while the Unit-
ed States will provide necessary technical and
financial assistance to support this effort.
Ukraine intends to remove a substantial
part of those stocks this year. President
Obama praised Ukraine’s decision as a historic
step and a reaffirmation of Ukraine’s leader-
ship in nuclear security and nonproliferation.
Ukraine joins the United States in the interna-
tional effort to convert civil nuclear research
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