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So, on this day, let us commit our spirit to the
pursuit of a life that is true, to act justly, and to
love mercy and walk humbly with the Lord.
And when we falter, as we will, let redemp-
tion—through commitment and through perse-
verance and through faith—be our abiding
hope and fervent prayer.

Many of you are living out that commitment
every day. So we want to honor you through this
brief program, celebrating both the meaning of

Easter and the spirit of service that embodies so
much of your work. And our first celebrant to-
day is Reverend Dr. Cynthia Hale, who will de-
liver our opening prayer.

Thank you all for being here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Cynthia L. Hale, senior pastor,
Ray of Hope Christian Church in Decatur, GA. 

Statement on the Release of the Nuclear Posture Review 
April 6, 2010

One year ago yesterday in Prague, I outlined
a comprehensive agenda to prevent the spread
of nuclear weapons and to pursue the peace and
security of a world without them. I look forward
to advancing this agenda in Prague this week
when I sign the new START Treaty with Presi-
dent Medvedev, committing the United States
and Russia to substantial reductions in our nu-
clear arsenals.

Today my administration is taking a signifi-
cant step forward by fulfilling another pledge
that I made in Prague to reduce the role of nu-
clear weapons in our national security strategy
and focus on reducing the nuclear dangers of
the 21st century, while sustaining a safe, secure,
and effective nuclear deterrent for the United
States and our allies and partners as long as nu-
clear weapons exist.

The Nuclear Posture Review, led by the De-
partment of Defense, recognizes that the great-
est threat to U.S. and global security is no lon-
ger a nuclear exchange between nations, but
nuclear terrorism by violent extremists and nu-
clear proliferation to an increasing number of
states. Moreover, it recognizes that our national
security and that of our allies and partners can
be increasingly defended by America’s unsur-
passed conventional military capabilities and
strong missile defenses.

As a result, we are taking specific and con-
crete steps to reduce the role of nuclear weap-
ons, while preserving our military superiority,
deterring aggression, and safeguarding the se-
curity of the American people.

First, and for the first time, preventing nu-
clear proliferation and nuclear terrorism is now

at the top of America’s nuclear agenda, which
affirms the central importance of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. We have aligned our
policies and proposed major funding increases
for programs to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons around the world. Our nuclear securi-
ty summit next week will be an opportunity for
47 nations to commit to specific steps to pursue
the goal of securing all vulnerable nuclear mate-
rials around the world within 4 years. And next
month in New York, we will work with the wid-
er world to strengthen the global nonprolifera-
tion regime to ensure that all nations uphold
their responsibilities.

Second, we are further emphasizing the im-
portance of nations meeting their NPT and nu-
clear nonproliferation obligations through our
declaratory policy. The United States is declar-
ing that we will not use or threaten to use nucle-
ar weapons against non-nuclear weapons states
that are party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and in compliance with their nuclear
nonproliferation obligations. This enables us to
sustain our nuclear deterrent for the narrower
range of contingencies in which these weapons
may still play a role, while providing an addi-
tional incentive for nations to meet their NPT
obligations. Those nations that fail to meet their
obligations will therefore find themselves more
isolated and will recognize that the pursuit of
nuclear weapons will not make them more se-
cure.

Finally, we are fulfilling our responsibilities
as a nuclear power committed to the NPT. The
United States will not conduct nuclear testing
and will seek ratification of the Comprehensive
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Test Ban Treaty. The United States will not
develop new nuclear warheads or pursue new
military missions or new capabilities for nucle-
ar weapons.

As I stated last year in Prague, so long as nu-
clear weapons exist, we will maintain a safe,
secure, and effective arsenal that guarantees
the defense of the United States, reassures al-
lies and partners, and deters potential adver-
saries. To that end, we are seeking substantial
investments to improve infrastructure,
strengthen science and technology, and retain
the human capital we need to sustain our
stockpile, while also strengthening the conven-
tional capabilities that are an important part of

our deterrent. The nuclear strategy we’re an-
nouncing today, therefore, reaffirms America’s
unwavering commitment to the security of our
allies and partners and advances American na-
tional security.

To stop the spread of nuclear weapons, pre-
vent nuclear terrorism, and pursue the day
when these weapons do not exist, we will work
aggressively to advance every element of our
comprehensive agenda: to reduce arsenals, to
secure vulnerable nuclear materials, and to
strengthen the NPT. These are the steps to-
ward the more secure future that America
seeks, and this is the work that we are advanc-
ing today.

Statement on the Death of Wilma Mankiller 
April 6, 2010

I am deeply saddened to hear of the passing
of Wilma Mankiller today. As the Cherokee
Nation’s first female chief, she transformed
the nation-to-nation relationship between the
Cherokee Nation and the Federal Govern-
ment and served as an inspiration to women in
Indian Country and across America. A recipi-
ent of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, she
was recognized for her vision and commitment

to a brighter future for all Americans. Her leg-
acy will continue to encourage and motivate all
who carry on her work.

Michelle and I offer our condolences to
Wilma’s family, especially her husband Charlie
and two daughters, Gina and Felicia, as well as
the Cherokee Nation and all those who knew
her and were touched by her good works.

Statement on the 16th Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda 
April 7, 2010

On this 16th commemoration of the 1994
genocide in Rwanda, we devote our thoughts
to those who were lost and honor those who
survived. More than 800,000 men, women,
and children were killed and countless others
continue to live with the pain and trauma of
their memories and their loss. It is not enough
to say “never again.” We must renew our com-
mitment and redouble our efforts to prevent
mass atrocities and genocide. We are inspired

by the spirit of the Rwandan people to move
forward, and we stand with the people of
Rwanda and the international community in
commemorating the genocide.

The United States is committed to its part-
nership with Rwanda and will continue to sup-
port efforts to promote sustainable develop-
ment, respect for human rights, and sustain-
able peace in Rwanda and the region.
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