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And her sister Connie is here. Connie, stand
up.

I’m signing this bill for all the leaders who
took up this cause through the generations,
from Teddy Roosevelt to Franklin Roosevelt,
from Harry Truman to Lyndon Johnson, from
Bill and Hillary Clinton to one of the deans
who’s been fighting this so long, John Ding-
ell, to Senator Ted Kennedy—and it’s fitting
that Ted’s widow, Vicki, is here—[ap-
plause]—it’s fitting that Teddy’s widow, Vicki,
is here and his niece Caroline, his son Patrick,
whose vote helped make this reform a reality. 

I remember seeing Ted walk through that
door in a summit in this room a year ago, one
of his last public appearances. And it was hard
for him to make it. But he was confident that
we would do the right thing. 

Our presence here today is remarkable and
improbable. With all the punditry, all of the
lobbying, all of the game-playing that passes
for governing in Washington, it’s been easy at
times to doubt our ability to do such a big
thing, such a complicated thing, to wonder if
there are limits to what we as a people can still
achieve. It’s easy to succumb to the sense of
cynicism about what’s possible in this country. 

But today we are affirming that essential
truth, a truth every generation is called to re-
discover for itself, that we are not a nation that
scales back its aspirations. We are not a nation
that falls prey to doubt or mistrust. We don’t
fall prey to fear. We are not a nation that does
what’s easy. That’s not who we are. That’s not
how we got here.

We are a nation that faces its challenges and
accepts its responsibilities. We are a nation
that does what is hard, what is necessary, what

is right. Here in this country, we shape our
own destiny. That is what we do. That is who
we are. That is what makes us the United
States of America.

And we have now just enshrined, as soon as
I sign this bill, the core principle that every-
body should have some basic security when it
comes to their health care. And it is an extraor-
dinary achievement that has happened be-
cause of all of you and all the advocates all
across the country.

So thank you. Thank you. God bless you,
and may God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. [Applause] Thank you. Thank you.

All right. I would now like to call up to stage
some of the Members of Congress who helped
make this day possible and some of the Ameri-
cans who will benefit from these reforms. And
we’re going to sign this bill. 

This is going to take a little while. I’ve got to
use every pen, so it’s going to take a really long
time. [Laughter] I didn’t practice. [Laughter] 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

We are done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:29 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Nancy-Ann DeParle, Di-
rector, White House Office of Health Reform;
and Connie Anderson, sister of Natoma Can-
field. H.R. 3590, approved March 23, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–148. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, who introduced the President. 

Remarks on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
March 23, 2010

Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.
We wanted to do this twice—[laugh-

ter]—because there are so many people we
have to thank. And as I look around the room,
we’ve got leaders of labor who helped to make
this happen, we’ve got ordinary folks who
knocked on doors and made phone calls at the

last minute to get this thing over the top. My
extraordinary members of my Cabinet—we’ve
still got some additional Members of Congress
who helped lead the charge on this. There’s
my staff, who I see are still here. [Laughter]
They—at any given moment, I thought they
were going to quit—[laughter]—but they just
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stuck it out with me. So the main purpose here
is to say thank you, and thank you on behalf of
the American people.

After a century of striving, after a year of de-
bate, after a historic vote, health care reform is
no longer an unmet promise, it is the law of the
land. It is the law of the land.

And although it may be my signature that’s
affixed to the bottom of this bill, it was your
work, your commitment, your unyielding hope
that made this victory possible. When the spe-
cial interests deployed an army of lobbyists, an
onslaught of negative ads to preserve the status
quo, you didn’t give up. You hit the phones, and
you took to the streets. You mobilized, and you
organized. You turned up the pressure, and you
kept up the fight.

When the pundits were obsessing over who
was up and who was down, you never lost sight
of what was right and what was wrong. You
knew this wasn’t about the fortunes of a party,
this was about the future of our country. And
when the opposition said this just wasn’t the
right time, you didn’t want to wait another year
or another decade or another generation for re-
form. You felt the fierce urgency of now.

You met the lies with truth. You met cyni-
cism with conviction. Most of all, you met fear
with a force that’s a lot more powerful, and that
is faith in America. You met it with hope.

Despite decades in which Washington failed
to tackle our toughest challenges, despite the
smallness of so much of what passes for politics
these days, despite those who said that progress
was impossible, you made people believe that
people who love this country can still change it.
So this victory is not mine, it is your victory. It’s
a victory for the United States of America.

For 2 years on the campaign trail, and for the
past year as we’ve worked to reform our system
of health insurance, it’s been folks like you who
have propelled this movement and kept us fixed
on what was at stake in this fight. And rarely has
a day gone by that I haven’t heard from some-
body personally—whether in a letter, or an e-mail,
or at a town hall—who’s reminded me of why it
was so important that we not give up, who re-
minded me why we could not quit.

I heard from Ryan Smith, who’s here today,
and runs a small business with five employees.

He is trying to do the right thing, paying for half
of the cost of coverage for his workers. But as
his premiums keep on going up and up and up,
he’s worried he’s going to have to stop offering
health care for his people. But because of this
bill, he is now going to be getting tax credits
that allow him to do what he knows is the right
thing to do, and that’s going to be true for mil-
lions of employers all across America.

I heard the story of 11-year-old Marcelas
Owens, who’s right here, looking sharp in
his—[applause]. He and I made sure to coordi-
nate our ties today. [Laughter] Yes, it looks
good. [Laughter]

Marcelas is a wonderful young man, and he
lost his mom to illness. And she didn’t have in-
surance and couldn’t afford the care that she
needed. So in her memory, Marcelas, 11 years
old, has told her story across America so that no
other children have to go through what his fam-
ily has experienced. That’s why we don’t quit.

I heard from folks like Natoma Canfield, who
had to give up her health coverage after her
rates were jacked up by more than 40 percent.
And she was terrified that an illness would
mean she’d lose the house that her parent built,
but she also knew that if she was burdened by
these huge premiums, that she wouldn’t be able
to pay the mortgage. So she finally decided not
to keep her health insurance. And she’s now ly-
ing in a hospital bed, as we speak, faced with
just such an illness, and she’s praying that she
can somehow afford to get well. And her sister
Connie is here today. And it’s because of Nato-
ma’s family that we could not quit.

I’ve met people like Ashley Baia, who worked
for my campaign. Where’s Ashley? She’s
around here somewhere, I know she is. There
she is, right in front. She just doesn’t like wav-
ing. [Laughter] Ashley decided to get involved
with our campaign a couple of years ago be-
cause her own mother lost her job and with it
her health insurance when she got sick. And
they had to file bankruptcy. And so Ashley
worked tirelessly, not to get me elected, but to
solve a problem that millions of families across
the country were facing.

Each of these Americans made their voices
heard. And it’s because of them, so many oth-
ers, so many of you, that real, meaningful
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change is coming to the United States of
America. It is because of you that we did not
quit. It’s because of you that Congress did not
quit. It’s because of you that I did not quit. It’s
because of you.

Now, let me tell you what change looks like,
because those fighting change are still out
there, still making a lot of noise—[laugh-
ter]—about what this reform means. So I want
the American people to understand it and look
it up for yourself. Go on our web site, white-
house.gov, or go to any credible news outlet’s
web site and look in terms of what reform will
mean for you. [Laughter]

I said this once or twice, but it bears repeat-
ing: If you like your current insurance, you will
keep your current insurance. No Government
takeover, nobody is changing what you’ve got
if you’re happy with it. If you like your doctor,
you will be able to keep your doctor. In fact,
more people will keep their doctors because
your coverage will be more secure and more
stable than it was before I signed this legisla-
tion.

And now that this legislation is passed, you
don’t have to take my word for it. You’ll be
able to see it in your own lives. I heard one of
the Republican leaders say this was going to be
Armageddon. Well, 2 months from now, 6
months from now, you can check it out. We’ll
look around—[laughter]—and we’ll see. You
don’t have to take my word for it.

So what works in our system won’t change.
And a lot of people are happy with the health
care that they’ve got, and that won’t change
because of this legislation. Here’s what will
change, and here’s what will change right
away.

This year, we’ll start offering tax credits to
about 4 million small businesses to help them
cover the cost of coverage. And that means
that folks like Ryan will immediately get a tax
break so that he can better afford the coverage
he’s already providing for his employees. And
who knows, because of that tax break, he may
decide to hire a couple more folks in his small
business, because of this legislation.

This year, tens of thousands of uninsured
Americans with a preexisting condition and
parents whose children have a preexisting con-

dition will finally be able to purchase the cov-
erage they need. And that means folks like
Natoma Canfield will have access to affordable
insurance. That happens this year.

This year, insurance companies will no lon-
ger be able to drop people’s coverage when
they get sick or place lifetime limits or restric-
tive annual limits on the amount of care they
can receive. This year, all new insurance plans
will be required to offer free preventive care.
And this year, young adults will be able to stay
on their parents’ policies until they’re 26 years
old. That all happens this year.

This year, seniors who fall in the coverage
gap known as the doughnut hole will get some
help to help pay for prescription drugs. And I
want seniors to know, despite what some have
said, these reforms will not cut your guaran-
teed benefits. Let me repeat that: They will
not cut your guaranteed benefits, period. I’d
be wary of anybody who claimed otherwise.

So these are the reforms that take effect
right away. These reforms won’t give the Gov-
ernment more control over your health care.
They certainly won’t give the insurance com-
panies more control over your health care.
These reforms give you more control over
your health care. And that’s only the begin-
ning. 

That’s only the beginning. After more than
a decade, we finally renewed the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act. And the other
changes I’m signing into law will take several
years to implement fully, but that’s because
this is a difficult, complex issue and we want to
get it right.

One of these reforms is the creation of a
health insurance exchange. This is one of the
most important reforms—and by the way,
originally, I should point out, a Republican
idea. Imagine that. [Laughter]

The idea is, is that right now there are a lot
of people out there buying health insurance on
their own or small businesses buying health in-
surance on their own. They don’t work for a
big company, they’re not part of a big pool, so
they have no leverage; they’ve got no bargain-
ing power with insurance companies. But now
what we’re going to do is create exchanges all
across the country where uninsured people,
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small businesses, they’re going to be able to
purchase affordable, quality insurance. They
will be part of a big pool, just like Federal em-
ployees are part of a big pool. They’ll have the
same choice of private health insurance that
Members of Congress get for themselves.
That’s going to happen as a consequence of this
legislation.

And when this exchange is up and running,
not only because of better bargaining power
will they see their premiums reduced, will peo-
ple get a better deal, but millions of people who
still can’t afford it are going to get tax breaks so
they can afford coverage. And this represents
the largest middle class tax cut for health care in
our history. And it’s going to mean that millions
of people can get health care that don’t have it
currently.

Now, for those of us who fought so hard for
these reforms and believe in them so deeply, I
have to remind you our job is not finished.
We’re going to have to see to it that these re-
forms are administered fairly and responsibly.
And this includes rooting out waste and fraud
and abuse in the system. That’s how we’ll ex-
tend the life of Medicare and bring down health
care costs for families and businesses and gov-
ernments. And in fact, it is through these re-
forms that we achieve the biggest reduction in
our long-term deficits since the Balanced Bud-
get Act of the 1990s.

So for all those folks out there who are talk-
ing about being fiscal hawks and didn’t do much
when they were in power, let’s just remind
them that according to the Congressional Bud-
get Office, this represents over a trillion dollars
of deficit reduction, but it’s being done in a
smart way.

And for those who’ve been suspicious of re-
form—and there are a lot of wonderful folks out
there who, with all the noise, got concerned be-
cause of the misinformation that has marred
this debate—I just repeat: Don’t take my word
for it. Go to our web site, whitehouse.gov; go to
the web sites of major news outlets out there;
find out how reform will affect you. And I’m
confident that you will like what you see: a com-
monsense approach that maintains the private
insurance system, but makes it work for every-

body; makes it work not just for the insurance
companies, but makes it work for you.

So that’s what health reform is all about.
Now, as long as a road that this has been, we all
know our journey is far from over. There’s still
the work to do to rebuild this economy. There’s
still work to do to spur on hiring. There’s work
to do to improve our schools and make sure ev-
ery child has a decent education. There’s still
work to do to reduce our dependence on for-
eign oil. There’s more work to do to provide
greater economic security to a middle class that
has been struggling for a decade.

So this victory does not erase the many seri-
ous challenges we face as a nation. Those chal-
lenges have been allowed to linger for years,
even decades, and we’re not going to solve
them all overnight.

But as we tackle all these other challenges
that we face, as we continue on this journey, we
can take our next steps with new confidence,
with a new wind at our backs. Because we know
it’s still possible to do big things in America. Be-
cause we know it’s still possible to rise above the
skepticism, to rise above the cynicism, to rise
above the fear. Because we know it’s still possi-
ble to fulfill our duty to one another and to fu-
ture generations.

So yes, this has been a difficult 2 years. There
will be difficult days ahead. But let us always re-
member the lesson of this day and the lesson of
history: that we, as a people, do not shrink from
a challenge, we overcome it; we don’t shrink
from our responsibilities, we embrace it; we
don’t fear the future, we shape the future.
That’s what we do. That’s who we are. That
makes us the United States of America.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:39 p.m. at the
Department of the Interior. In his remarks, he
referred to Connie Anderson, sister of Natoma
Canfield; and Rep. John A. Boehner.  He also
referred to H.R. 3590, approved March 23,
which was assigned Public Law No. 111–148.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Vice President Joe Biden, who introduced the
President.
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Statement on the Reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act
March 23, 2010

Earlier today I signed into law the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act, the health
insurance reform bill passed by Congress. In
addition to reducing our deficit, making health
care affordable for tens of millions of Ameri-
cans, and enacting some of the toughest insur-
ance reforms in history, this bill also perma-
nently reauthorizes the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act, which was first approved by
Congress in 1976.

As a Senator, I cosponsored this Act back in
2007 because I believe it is unacceptable that
Native American communities still face gaping

health care disparities. Our responsibility to
provide health services to American Indians
and Alaska Natives derives from the nation-to-
nation relationship between the Federal and
tribal governments. And today with this bill,
we have taken a critical step in fulfilling that
responsibility by modernizing the Indian
health care system and improving access to
health care for American Indians and Alaska
Natives.

NOTE: H.R. 3590, approved March 23, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–148.

Statement on the Situation in Cuba
March 24, 2010

Recent events in Cuba, including the tragic
death of Orlando Zapata Tamayo, the repres-
sion visited upon las Damas de Blanco, and the
intensified harassment of those who dare to
give voice to the desires of their fellow Cu-
bans, are deeply disturbing.

These events underscore that instead of
embracing an opportunity to enter a new era,
Cuban authorities continue to respond to the
aspirations of the Cuban people with a
clenched fist.

Today I join my voice with brave individuals
across Cuba and a growing chorus around the
world in calling for an end to the repression,
for the immediate, unconditional release of all
political prisoners in Cuba, and for respect for
the basic rights of the Cuban people. 

During the course of the past year, I have
taken steps to reach out to the Cuban people
and to signal my desire to seek a new era in re-
lations between the Governments of the Unit-
ed States and Cuba. I remain committed to
supporting the simple desire of the Cuban
people to freely determine their future and to
enjoy the rights and freedoms that define the
Americas and that should be universal to all
human beings.

NOTE: The statement referred to Cuban dissi-
dent Orlando Zapata Tamayo, who died in
prison on February 23 following a hunger
strike; and las Damas de Blanco, a human
rights group comprised of female relatives of
Cuban political prisoners. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this statement.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal
Year 2011 Budget Amendments
March 24, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed

amendments to Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 propos-
als in my FY 2011 Budget. Included are
amendments for the Departments of Agricul-
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