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What won’t change when this bill is signed is
this: If you like the insurance plan you have
now, you can keep it. If you like your doctor,
you can keep your doctor, because nothing
should get in the way of the relationship be-
tween a family and their doctor.

If we act now, all this will happen this year.
Millions of lives will improve; some will be
saved. Many families and small-business owners
will have health insurance for the very first time
in their lives. Doctors and patients will have
more control over their health care decisions,
and insurance company bureaucrats will have
less. This future is within our grasp.

But we also know what the future will look
like if we don’t act, if we let this opportunity
pass for another year or another decade or an-
other generation. More Americans will lose
their family’s health insurance if they switch
jobs or lose their job. More small businesses will
be forced to choose between health care and
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hiring. More insurance companies will raise
premiums and deny coverage. And the rising
cost of Medicare and Medicaid will sink our
Government deeper and deeper into debt.

I don’t accept that future for the United
States of America. I know it’s been a long and
hard road to this point, and we’re not finished
with our journey just yet. But we are close, very
close. So I ask Congress to finish its work. I ask
them to give the American people an up-or-
down vote. Let’s show our citizens that it’s still
possible for Washington to look out for the peo-
ple’s interests and the people’s future.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:25 p.m.
on March 5 in the Blue Room at the White
House for broadcast on March 6. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on March 5, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on March 6.
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Good afternoon, everybody. Today the peo-
ple of Iraq went to the polls to choose their
leaders in Iraq’s second national election. By
any measure, this was an important milestone in
Iraqi history. Dozens of parties and coalitions
fielded thousands of parliamentary candidates,
men and women. Ballots were cast at some
50,000 voting booths. And in a strong turnout,
millions of Iraqis exercised their right to vote
with enthusiasm and optimism.

Today’s voting makes it clear that the future
of Iraq belongs to the people of Iraq. The elec-
tion was organized and administered by Iraq’s
Independent High Electoral Commission, with
critical support from the United Nations. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Iragis served as poll sta-
tion workers and as observers.

As expected, there were some incidents of vi-
olence as Al Qaida in Iraq and other extremists
tried to disrupt Iraq’s progress by murdering in-
nocent Iraqis who were exercising their demo-
cratic rights. But overall, the level of security
and the prevention of destabilizing attacks
speaks to the growing capability and profession-

alism of Iraqi security forces, which took the
lead in providing protection at the polls.

I also want to express my admiration for the
thousands of Americans on the ground in Iraq,
for our civilians and our men and women in uni-
form who continue to support our Iraqi part-
ners. This election’s also a tribute to all who
have served and sacrificed in Iraq over the last 7
years, including many who have given their
lives.

We are mindful, however, that today’s voting
is the beginning and not the end of a long elec-
toral and constitutional process. The ballots
must be counted. Complaints must be heard,
and Iraq, with the support of the United Na-
tions, has a process in place to investigate and
adjudicate any allegations of fraud. A parlia-
ment must be seated, leaders must be chosen,
and a new Government must be formed. All of
these important steps will take time, not weeks,
but months.

In this process, the United States does not
support particular candidates or coalitions. We
support the right of the Iragi people to choose
their own leaders. And I commend the Iragi

325



Mar. 7/ Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

Government for putting plans into place to en-
sure security and basic services for the Iragi
people during this time of transition.

We know that there will be very difficult
days ahead in Iraq; there will probably be
more violence. But like any sovereign, inde-
pendent nation, Iraq must be free to chart its
own course. No one should seek to influence,
exploit, or disrupt this period of transition.
Now’s the time for every neighbor and nation
to respect Iraq’s sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity.

A new Iragi Government will face impor-
tant decisions about Iraq’s future. But as to-
day’s voting demonstrates, the Iraq people
want disagreements to be debated and decid-
ed through a political process that provides se-
curity and prosperity for all Tragis.

And as they go forward, the Iraqi people
must know that the United States will fulfill its
obligations. We will continue with the respon-
sible removal of United States forces from
Iraq. Indeed, for the first time in years, there
are no—now fewer than 100,000 American
troops serving in Iraq. By the end of August,
our combat mission will end. As I said last year
when I announced our new strategy in Iraq,
we will continue to advise and assist Iraqi se-

curity forces, carry out targeted counterterror-
ism operations with our Iraqi partners, and
protect our forces and civilians. And by the
end of next year, all U.S. troops will be out of
Iraq.

In the weeks and months ahead, the United
States will continue to work closely with the
Iraqi people as we expand our broad-based
partnership based on mutual interest and mu-
tual respect. And in that effort, I'm pleased
that Vice President Biden will continue to play
a leading role.

On behalf of the American people, I con-
gratulate the Iragi people on their courage
throughout this historic election. Today, in the
face of violence from those who would only
destroy, Iraqis took a step forward in the hard
work of building up their country. And the
United States will continue to help them in
that effort as we responsibly end this war and
support the Iraqi people as they take control of
their future.

Thanks very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.
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I congratulate the people of Iraq for casting
their ballots in this important parliamentary
election. I have great respect for the millions
of Iraqis who refused to be deterred by acts of
violence and who exercised their right to vote
today. Their participation demonstrates that
the Iraqi people have chosen to shape their fu-
ture through the political process.

I commend the Iraqi Government and Iraqi
security forces for providing security at nearly
50,000 voting booths at more than 8,000 poll-
ing stations across Iraq. We mourn the tragic
loss of life today, and honor the courage and
resilience of the Iragi people who once again
defied threats to advance their democracy.
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Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi poll workers
contributed to the effort, as well as domestic
party and civil society observers. Iraqi citizens
around the world also participated in these
elections, including Iragis living in the U.S.
who voted in Arlington, VA, Chicago, Dallas,
Dearborn, Nashville, Phoenix, San Diego, and
San Francisco.

The important work of Iraq’s Independent
High Electoral Commission (IHEC) will con-
tinue in the days to come as it counts ballots,
tabulates results, and investigates complaints.
We also salute the invaluable assistance pro-
vided by the United Nations Assistance Mis-
sion in Iraq (UNAMI).
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