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to advanced countries at an advantageous situa-
tion so that they can start rebuilding their com-
merce and their industry.

It’s in our interest to do so, though. I want
everybody to do it. We do it because it’s right,
but we also do it because when the United
States sends the USS Vinson to Haiti to allow a
bunch of helicopters to unload food and ma-
rines or helping—and we’ve got a hospital that’s
set up—that sends a message of American pow-
er that is so important, because too often what
other countries think of when they think of the
United States and our military is just war.

But when they see us devoting these resourc-
es and the incredible capacity that we have to
help people in desperate need, that message
ripples across the world. And it means that

when you’ve got a guy like bin Laden out there
screaming, “Blow up America,” it’s a lot harder
for that seed to take root when people have
been seeing images of America making sure
that people in desperate need are helped. So it’s
part of our national security. It’s the smart thing
to do. 

It’s great to see you, Nashua. I love you guys.
Thank you. Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at
Nashua High School North. In his remarks, he
referred to Tim Dining, president, Greenerd
Press & Machine Company, Inc.; former Sens.
Robert J. Dole and Howard H. Baker; and Usa-
ma bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to Cote d’Ivoire
February 2, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency, un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 13396 of February 7, 2006,
with respect to the situation in or in relation to
Cote d’Ivoire is to continue in effect beyond
February 7, 2010. 

The situation in or in relation to Cote
d’Ivoire, which has been addressed by the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council in Resolution 1572
of November 15, 2004, and subsequent resolu-
tions, has resulted in the massacre of large
numbers of civilians, widespread human rights
abuses, significant political violence and unrest,

and fatal attacks against international peace-
keeping forces. In March 2007, the Ouagadou-
gou Political Agreement was signed by the two
primary protagonists in Cote d’Ivoire’s conflict.
Although considerable progress has been made
in implementing this agreement, the situation
in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire poses a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of the Unit-
ed States. 

For these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national emergency
and related measures blocking the property of
certain persons contributing to the conflict in
Cote d’Ivoire.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 2, 2010.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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Remarks at the Senate Democratic Policy Committee Issues Conference and
a Question-and-Answer Session
February 3, 2010

The President. Thank you. Listen, you guys
had to listen to me at the State of the Union,
or at least pretend to listen to me. [Laughter]
So I’ll try to keep it relatively brief, some
opening remarks and then open it up for ques-
tions.

First of all, I just want to thank Harry Reid.
And I recently said he’s got one of the tough-
est jobs in Washington, managing an institu-
tion that by its very nature is, let’s face it, you
guys are a little difficult to manage. I’ve been a
part of this caucus. I really don’t think anybody
could have done a better job under more try-
ing circumstances than Harry Reid. And I
think he deserves a huge round of applause.

Now, let me start by saying, we always knew
this was going to be a difficult year to govern,
an extraordinarily difficult year to govern. We
began 2009 with a financial system on the
brink of collapse, an economy bleeding nearly
700,000 jobs per month, a $1.3 trillion deficit,
and two wars that were costly in every sense of
the word. And we knew that solutions
wouldn’t come easily or come quickly. We
knew that the right decisions would be tough
and sometimes they would be unpopular. And
we knew that we might have to make them
sometimes without any help from our friends
on the other side of the aisle.

But we made those decisions. We led.
Those actions prevented another great depres-
sion; they broke the back of a severe recession.
The economy that was shrinking by 6 percent
a year ago is now growing at nearly 6 percent 1
year later. That’s because of the work that you
did.

Harry listed some of the work that you did
on behalf of the American people, even under
these difficult circumstances: extending health
insurance to 4 million children, protecting
consumers from getting ripped off by their
credit card companies and kids being targeted
by big tobacco. Some things that weren’t not-
ed or didn’t get a lot of attention: You re-
formed defense spending by eliminating waste
and saved taxpayers billions while keeping us

safe at the same time. You gave billions of dol-
lars of tax relief to small businesses and 95 per-
cent of working families here in America. 

You did all this despite facing enormous
procedural obstacles that are unprecedented.
You may have looked at these statistics: You
had to cast more votes to break filibusters last
year than in the entire 1950s and sixties com-
bined. That’s 20 years of obstruction packed
into just 1. But you didn’t let it stop you.

As Harry mentioned, though, our mission is
far from accomplished, because while the
worst of the storm has passed, far too many
Americans are still hurting in its wake. I know
you’ve seen it back home in the shuttered
businesses, the foreclosed homes, you’ve
heard it from constituents who are desperate
for work, and we’ve seen it in the burdens that
families have been grappling with long since
this recession hit, issues that we’ve been talk-
ing about now for years: the burden of working
harder and longer for less, of being unable to
save enough to retire or to help a kid with col-
lege expenses, the extraordinarily constant ris-
ing costs of health care.

These problems haven’t gone away. It’s still
our responsibility to address them. All that’s
changed in the last 2 weeks is that our party’s
gone from having the largest Senate majority
in a generation to the second largest Senate
majority in a generation. And we’ve got to re-
member that. There was apparently a headline
after the Massachusetts election; the Village
Voice announced that Republicans win a 41–
59 majority. [Laughter] It’s worth thinking
about. We still have to lead. 

Saving and creating jobs have to continue to
be our focus in 2010. Last year, we gave small
business, the engines of job creation, tax relief,
and expanded lending through the SBA. Now,
I don’t know if you are aware that SBA loans
have gone up 70, 80 percent, which, by the
way, indicates the degree to which there is still
huge demand among small businesses. Some
of the banks are saying, “Well, we’re not lend-
ing because there’s not as much demand out
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