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Statement on the Great Feast of the Nativity
January 7, 2010

To those of the Orthodox Christian faith who
are celebrating the Great Feast of the Nativity
today, Michelle and I wanted to extend our
warmest wishes to you and your family. The
holiday season is a time to reflect upon and

cherish what’s most important in life: our most
deeply held values, the love of friends and fami-
ly, and the bond of community and country.
May this continue to be a time of fellowship and
generosity to our fellow citizens.

Memorandum on the Attempted Terrorist Attack on December 25, 2009:
Intelligence, Screening, and Watchlisting System Corrective Actions
January 7, 2010

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, the
Secretary Energy, the Secretary of Homeland
Security, the Director of National Intelligence,
the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency,
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the Director of the National Security
Agency, the Director of the National Counter-
terrorism Center

Subject: Attempted Terrorist Attack on Decem-
ber 25, 2009: Intelligence, Screening, and
Watchlisting System Corrective Actions

After receiving the conclusions of the White
House-led review of the U.S. watchlisting sys-
tem and the performance of the intelligence,
homeland security, and law enforcement com-
munities as related to the attempt to bring
down a Detroit-bound flight on December 25
by detonating an explosive device, and a De-
partment of Homeland Security-led review on
Aviation Screening, Technology and Proce-
dures; I have concluded that immediate actions
must be taken to enhance the security of the
American people. These actions are necessary
given inherent systemic weakness and human
errors revealed by the review of events leading
up to December 25th. They also are required to
ensure that standards, practices, and business
processes that have been in place since the af-
termath of 9/11 are appropriately robust to ad-
dress the evolving terrorist threat facing our
Nation in the coming years.

Department of State

• Review visa issuance and revocation crite-
ria and processes, with special emphasis
on counterterrorism concerns; determine
how technology enhancements can facili-
tate and strengthen visa-related business
processes.

Department of Homeland Security

• Aggressively pursue enhanced screening
technology, protocols, and procedures, es-
pecially in regard to aviation and other
transportation sectors, consistent with pri-
vacy rights and civil liberties; strengthen
international partnerships and coordina-
tion on aviation security issues.

• Develop recommendations on long-term
law enforcement requirements for avia-
tion security in coordination with the De-
partment of Justice.

Director of National Intelligence

• Immediately reaffirm and clarify roles and
responsibilities of the counterterrorism
analytic components of the Intelligence
Community in synchronizing, correlating,
and analyzing all sources of intelligence
related to terrorism.

• Accelerate the information technology en-
hancements, to include knowledge dis-
covery, database integration, cross-data-
base searches, and the ability to correlate
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