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Foreword
I was sworn into office during a period of great consequence in America. Abroad, we were waging

two wars while fighting a far-reaching network of violence and hatred. At home, a financial crisis
threatened to plunge our economy into another Great Depression. Amid job losses, foreclosures, and
soaring costs, Americans felt like the dream of our founding was slipping out of reach.

Our immediate responsibility was to end the worst economic crisis in generations. That is why we
took necessary, but not necessarily popular, steps to shore up the financial system and America’s auto
industry. And that is why we enacted the Recovery Act—a bill that put Americans to work, offered relief
to individuals, families, and States, and helped prevent an even greater economic catastrophe.

Even as we took these steps, we also pursued a broader effort to bring about meaningful change. We
helped guarantee equal pay for equal work  for men and women; expand health insurance  for children;
protect our great outdoors; broaden opportunities to serve  this country; protect consumers with a Credit
Card Bill of Rights; safeguard children from being targeted by tobacco companies; and remove barriers
to responsible stem cell research. To curb the influence of special interest lobbyists, we enacted tougher
ethics and transparency rules than any administration in history. And I nominated Sonia Sotomayor to the
Supreme Court of the United States.

This is what we did to secure and strengthen America in the short-run. But we also needed to lay a
new foundation for growth and prosperity over the long-term. That’s why we sought to reform our health
insurance system to bring down costs, make coverage affordable, and get our fiscal house in order. That’s
why we began to transition to a clean energy economy to free America from the grip of foreign oil, and
clean up our air, while creating millions of quality jobs. That’s why we began the work of putting in place
tough, common-sense rules of the road for Wall Street so that we never find ourselves in a similar crisis
again. And that’s why we launched a historic effort to improve our education system to prepare America
to compete and win in the 21st century. 

Abroad, we began to responsibly end the war in Iraq, laying out a clear timetable for the drawdown of
our forces. We strengthened our commitment to fighting al Qaeda in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and around
the world, with increased resources. We banned torture without exception or equivocation. We advanced
the cause of nuclear nonproliferation, laying out an ambitious agenda to secure vulnerable nuclear
materials, reduce nuclear arsenals, and stop the spread of nuclear weapons. And we reaffirmed American
leadership in the international effort to combat climate change, while working through the G–20 to
coordinate a global response to the economic crisis.

None of this has been easy. As I said on the campaign trail, real change never is. But over these past 6
months, I have been inspired, again and again, by the persistence and perseverance of the American
people. And I am absolutely confident that we will not only meet these challenges, at home and abroad,
but come out on the other side, as we always have, more prosperous, more secure, and more hopeful, as a
people.
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Preface
This book contains the papers and speeches of the President of the United States that were issued by

the Office of the Press Secretary during the period January 1–June 30, 2009. The material has been
compiled and published by the Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records
Administration.

The material is presented in chronological order, and the dates shown in the headings are the dates of
the documents or events. In instances when the release date differs from the date of the document itself,
that fact is shown in the textnote. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy: Remarks are checked
against an audio recording, and signed documents are checked against the original. Textnotes and cross
references have been provided by the editors for purposes of identification or clarity. Speeches were
delivered in Washington, DC, unless indicated. The times noted are local times. All materials that are
printed in full text in the book have been indexed in the subject and name indexes and listed in the
document categories list.

The Public Papers of the Presidents series was begun in 1957 in response to a recommendation of the
National Historical Publications Commission. An extensive compilation of messages and papers of the
Presidents covering the period 1789 to 1897 was assembled by James D. Richardson and published under
congressional authority between 1896 and 1899. Since then, various private compilations have been
issued, but there was no uniform publication comparable to the Congressional Record or the United
States Supreme Court Reports. Many Presidential papers could be found only in the form of
mimeographed White House releases or as reported in the press. The Commission therefore
recommended the establishment of an official series in which Presidential writings, addresses, and
remarks of a public nature could be made available.

The Commission’s recommendation was incorporated in regulations of the Administrative
Committee of the Federal Register, issued under section 6 of the Federal Register Act (44 U.S.C. 1506),
which may be found in title 1, part 10, of the Code of Federal Regulations.

A companion publication to the Public Papers series, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential
Documents, was begun in 1965 to provide a broader range of Presidential materials on a more timely
basis to meet the needs of the contemporary reader. Beginning with the administration of Jimmy Carter,
the Public Papers series expanded its coverage to include additional material as printed in the Weekly
Compilation. On January 20, 2009, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents was superseded
by the Daily Compilation of Presidential Documents. The Daily Compiliation provides a listing of the
President’s daily schedule and meetings, when announced, and other items of general interest issued by
the Office of the Press Secretary. Also included are lists of the President’s nominations submitted to the
Senate, materials released by the Office of the Press Secretary that are not printed in full text in the book,
and proclamations, Executive orders, and other Presidential documents released by the Office of the
Press Secretary and published in the Federal Register. This information appears in the appendixes at the
end of the book.

Volumes covering the administrations of Presidents Herbert Hoover, Harry S. Truman, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard Nixon, Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter,
Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, William J. Clinton, and George W. Bush are also included in the
Public Papers series.

The Public Papers of the Presidents publication program is under the direction of Michael L. White,
Managing Editor, Office of the Federal Register. The series is produced by the Presidential and
Legislative Publications Unit. The Chief Editor of this book was Stacey A. Mulligan, assisted by Lois M.
Davis, Michael J. Forcina, Joseph Frankovic, Gwendolyn J. Henderson, Diane Hiltabidle, Alfred Jones,
Joshua H. Liberatore, Heather N. McDaniel, Amelia E. Otovo, D. Gregory Perrin, Matthew R. Regan,
and Joseph Vetter.
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Inaugural Address
January 20, 2009

My fellow citizens, I stand here today hum-
bled by the task before us, grateful for the trust
you have bestowed, mindful of the sacrifices
borne by our ancestors. I thank President Bush
for his service to our Nation, as well as the gen-
erosity and cooperation he has shown through-
out this transition.

Forty-four Americans have now taken the
Presidential oath. The words have been spoken
during rising tides of prosperity and the still wa-
ters of peace. Yet every so often, the oath is tak-
en amidst gathering clouds and raging storms.
At these moments, America has carried on not
simply because of the skill or vision of those in
high office, but because we the people have re-
mained faithful to the ideals of our forbearers
and true to our founding documents.

So it has been; so it must be with this genera-
tion of Americans. That we are in the midst of
crisis is now well understood. Our Nation is at
war against a far-reaching network of violence
and hatred. Our economy is badly weakened, a
consequence of greed and irresponsibility on
the part of some, but also our collective failure
to make hard choices and prepare the Nation
for a new age. Homes have been lost, jobs shed,
businesses shuttered. Our health care is too
costly. Our schools fail too many. And each day
brings further evidence that the ways we use
energy strengthen our adversaries and threaten
our planet.

These are the indicators of crisis, subject to
data and statistics. Less measurable but no less
profound is a sapping of confidence across our
land, a nagging fear that America’s decline is in-
evitable, that the next generation must lower its
sights. Today I say to you that the challenges we
face are real. They are serious, and they are
many. They will not be met easily or in a short
span of time. But know this, America: They will
be met.

On this day, we gather because we have cho-
sen hope over fear, unity of purpose over con-
flict and discord. On this day, we come to pro-
claim an end to the petty grievances and false

promises, the recriminations and worn-out dog-
mas that for far too long have strangled our pol-
itics.

We remain a young nation, but in the words
of Scripture, the time has come to set aside
childish things. The time has come to reaffirm
our enduring spirit, to choose our better histo-
ry, to carry forward that precious gift, that noble
idea passed on from generation to generation:
the God-given promise that all are equal, all are
free, and all deserve a chance to pursue their
full measure of happiness.

In reaffirming the greatness of our Nation,
we understand that greatness is never a given. It
must be earned. Our journey has never been
one of shortcuts or settling for less. It has not
been the path for the fainthearted, for those
who prefer leisure over work or seek only the
pleasures of riches and fame. Rather, it has
been the risk-takers, the doers, the makers of
things—some celebrated, but more often men
and women obscure in their labor—who have
carried us up the long, rugged path toward
prosperity and freedom.

For us, they packed up their few worldly pos-
sessions and traveled across oceans in search of
a new life. For us, they toiled in sweatshops and
settled the West, endured the lash of the whip,
and plowed the hard Earth. For us, they fought
and died in places like Concord and Gettys-
burg, Normandy and Khe Sanh.

Time and again, these men and women
struggled and sacrificed and worked ’til their
hands were raw so that we might live a better
life. They saw America as bigger than the sum
of our individual ambitions, greater than all the
differences of birth or wealth or faction.

This is the journey we continue today. We re-
main the most prosperous, powerful nation on
Earth. Our workers are no less productive than
when this crisis began. Our minds are no less
inventive. Our goods and services no less need-
ed than they were last week or last month or last
year. Our capacity remains undiminished. But
our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow
1



Jan. 21 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
interests and putting off unpleasant decisions,
that time has surely passed. Starting today, we
must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and
begin again the work of remaking America.

For everywhere we look, there is work to be
done. The state of the economy calls for ac-
tion, bold and swift, and we will act not only to
create new jobs but to lay a new foundation for
growth. We will build the roads and bridges,
the electric grids and digital lines that feed our
commerce and bind us together. We will re-
store science to its rightful place and wield
technology’s wonders to raise health care’s
quality and lower its cost. We will harness the
sun and the winds and the soil to fuel our cars
and run our factories. And we will transform
our schools and colleges and universities to
meet the demands of a new age. All this we
can do. All this we will do.

Now, there are some who question the scale
of our ambitions, who suggest that our system
cannot tolerate too many big plans. Their
memories are short, for they have forgotten
what this country has already done, what free
men and women can achieve when imagina-
tion is joined to common purpose and necessi-
ty to courage.

What the cynics fail to understand is that
the ground has shifted beneath them, that the
stale political arguments that have consumed
us for so long no longer apply. The question
we ask today is not whether our Government
is too big or too small, but whether it works;
whether it helps families find jobs at a decent
wage, care they can afford, a retirement that is
dignified. Where the answer is yes, we intend
to move forward. Where the answer is no, pro-
grams will end. And those of us who manage
the public’s dollars will be held to account to
spend wisely, reform bad habits, and do our
business in the light of day, because only then
can we restore the vital trust between a people
and their government.

Nor is the question before us whether the
market is a force for good or ill. Its power to
generate wealth and expand freedom is un-
matched. But this crisis has reminded us that
without a watchful eye, the market can spin
out of control. The Nation cannot prosper long
when it favors only the prosperous. The suc-

cess of our economy has always depended not
just on the size of our gross domestic product,
but on the reach of our prosperity, on our abil-
ity to extend opportunity to every willing
heart, not out of charity, but because it is the
surest route to our common good.

As for our common defense, we reject as
false the choice between our safety and our
ideals. Our Founding Fathers, faced with per-
ils that we can scarcely imagine, drafted a
charter to assure the rule of law and the rights
of man, a charter expanded by the blood of
generations. Those ideals still light the world,
and we will not give them up for expedience’s
sake. And so to all the other peoples and gov-
ernments who are watching today, from the
grandest capitals to the small village where my
father was born, know that America is a friend
of each nation and every man, woman, and
child who seeks a future of peace and dignity,
and we are ready to lead once more.

Recall that earlier generations faced down
fascism and communism not just with missiles
and tanks but with sturdy alliances and endur-
ing convictions. They understood that our
power alone cannot protect us, nor does it en-
title us to do as we please. Instead, they knew
that our power grows through its prudent use.
Our security emanates from the justness of our
cause, the force of our example, the tempering
qualities of humility and restraint.

We are the keepers of this legacy. Guided
by these principles once more, we can meet
those new threats that demand even greater
effort, even greater cooperation and under-
standing between nations. We will begin to re-
sponsibly leave Iraq to its people and forge a
hard-earned peace in Afghanistan. With old
friends and former foes, we will work tirelessly
to lessen the nuclear threat and roll back the
specter of a warming planet. We will not apol-
ogize for our way of life, nor will we waver in
its defense. And for those who seek to advance
their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering
innocents, we say to you now that our spirit is
stronger and cannot be broken. You cannot
outlast us, and we will defeat you.

For we know that our patchwork heritage is
a strength, not a weakness. We are a nation of
Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus and
2
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nonbelievers. We are shaped by every language
and culture, drawn from every end of this
Earth. And because we have tasted the bitter
swill of civil war and segregation and emerged
from that dark chapter stronger and more unit-
ed, we cannot help but believe that the old ha-
treds shall someday pass, that the lines of tribe
shall soon dissolve; that as the world grows
smaller, our common humanity shall reveal it-
self, and that America must play its role in ush-
ering in a new era of peace.

To the Muslim world, we seek a new way for-
ward based on mutual interest and mutual re-
spect. To those leaders around the globe who
seek to sow conflict or blame their society’s ills
on the West, know that your people will judge
you on what you can build, not what you de-
stroy. To those who cling to power through cor-
ruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent,
know that you are on the wrong side of history,
but that we will extend a hand if you are willing
to unclench your fist.

To the people of poor nations, we pledge to
work alongside you to make your farms flourish
and let clean waters flow, to nourish starved
bodies and feed hungry minds. And to those na-
tions like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say
we can no longer afford indifference to suffer-
ing outside our borders, nor can we consume
the world’s resources without regard to effect,
for the world has changed, and we must change
with it.

As we consider the road that unfolds before
us, we remember with humble gratitude those
brave Americans who, at this very hour, patrol
far-off deserts and distant mountains. They
have something to tell us today, just as the fall-
en heroes who lie in Arlington whisper through
the ages. We honor them not only because they
are guardians of our liberty, but because they
embody the spirit of service, a willingness to
find meaning in something greater than them-
selves. And yet at this moment, a moment that
will define a generation, it is precisely this spirit
that must inhabit us all.

For as much as Government can do and must
do, it is ultimately the faith and determination
of the American people upon which this Nation
relies. It is the kindness to take in a stranger
when the levees break, the selflessness of work-

ers who would rather cut their hours than see a
friend lose their job, which sees us through our
darkest hours. It is the firefighter’s courage to
storm a stairway filled with smoke, but also a
parent’s willingness to nurture a child, that fi-
nally decides our fate.

Our challenges may be new. The instruments
with which we meet them may be new. But
those values upon which our success de-
pends—honesty and hard work, courage and
fair play, tolerance and curiosity, loyalty and pa-
triotism—these things are old. These things are
true. They have been the quiet force of progress
throughout our history. What is demanded then
is a return to these truths. What is required of
us now is a new era of responsibility, a recogni-
tion on the part of every American that we have
duties to ourselves, our Nation, and the world.
Duties that we do not grudgingly accept but,
rather, seize gladly, firm in the knowledge that
there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so de-
fining of our character, than giving our all to a
difficult task.

This is the price and the promise of citizen-
ship. This is the source of our confidence, the
knowledge that God calls on us to shape an un-
certain destiny. This is the meaning of our liber-
ty and our creed; why men and women and chil-
dren of every race and every faith can join in
celebration across this magnificent Mall, and
why a man whose father less than 60 years ago
might not have been served at a local restaurant
can now stand before you to take a most sacred
oath.

So let us mark this day with remembrance of
who we are and how far we have traveled. In
the year of America’s birth, in the coldest of
months, a small band of patriots huddled by dy-
ing campfires on the shores of an icy river. The
Capital was abandoned. The enemy was ad-
vancing. The snow was stained with blood. At a
moment when the outcome of our Revolution
was most in doubt, the Father of our Nation or-
dered these words be read to the people:

“Let it be told to the future world . . . that in
the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and
virtue could survive . . . that the city and the
country, alarmed at one common danger, came
forth to meet [it].”
3
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America, in the face of our common dan-
gers, in this winter of our hardship, let us re-
member these timeless words. With hope and
virtue, let us brave once more the icy currents
and endure what storms may come. Let it be
said by our children’s children that when we
were tested, we refused to let this journey end;
that we did not turn back, nor did we falter.
And with eyes fixed on the horizon and God’s
grace upon us, we carried forth that great gift

of freedom and delivered it safely to future
generations. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12 p.m. at the West Front of the U.S. Capitol.
Prior to the address, Chief Justice John G.
Roberts, Jr., administered the oath of office.
The transcript was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 21.

Remarks to White House Senior Staff
January 21, 2009

Hello, everybody. Please be seated. Still
getting used to that whole thing. [Laughter]
Please be seated. Thank you so much. I want-
ed to get everyone together on the first day to
welcome you to the White House. 

From our vantage point yesterday, you
couldn’t help but be inspired by the sight of
Americans as far as the eye could see. They
were there because they believe this is a mo-
ment of great change in America, a time for
reinvigorating our democracy and remaking
our country. They’ve entrusted all of us with a
great responsibility. And so today I’d like to
talk with you about our responsibility to keep
that trust.

In a few minutes, I’m going to be issuing
some of the first Executive orders and direc-
tives of my Presidency. And these steps are
aimed at establishing firm rules of the road for
my administration and all who serve in it and
to help restore that faith in Government, with-
out which we cannot deliver the changes we
were sent here to make, from rebuilding our
economy and ensuring that anyone who is will-
ing to work can find a well-paying job to pro-
tecting and defending the United States and
promoting peace and security.

However long we are keepers of the public
trust, we should never forget that we are here
as public servants, and public service is a privi-
lege. It’s not about advantaging yourself. It’s
not about advancing your friends or your cor-
porate clients. It’s not about advancing an ide-
ological agenda or the special interests of any
organization. Public service is, simply and ab-

solutely, about advancing the interests of
Americans. 

The men and women in this room under-
stand this, and that’s why you’re here. All of
you are committed to building a more respon-
sible, more accountable Government. And
part of what that means is making sure that
we’re spending precious tax dollars wisely and
cutting costs wherever possible.

During this period of economic emergency,
families are tightening their belts, and so
should Washington. And that’s why I am insti-
tuting a pay freeze on the salaries of my senior
White House staff. Some of the people in this
room will be impacted by the pay freeze, and I
want you to know that I appreciate your will-
ingness to agree to it, recognizing that it’s
what’s required of you at this moment. It’s a
mark of your commitment to public service.

But the American people deserve more
than simply an assurance that those who are
coming to Washington will serve their inter-
ests. They also deserve to know that there are
rules on the books to keep it that way. They
deserve a Government that is truly of, by, and
for the people. As I often said during the cam-
paign, we need to make the White House the
people’s house. And we need to close the re-
volving door that lets lobbyists come into Gov-
ernment freely and lets them use their time in
public service as a way to promote their own
interests over the interests of the American
people when they leave.

So today we are taking a major step towards
fulfilling this campaign promise. The
4
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Executive order on ethics I will sign shortly
represents a clean break from business as usual.
As of today, lobbyists will be subject to stricter
limits than under any other administration in
history. If you are a lobbyist entering my
administration, you will not be able to work on
matters you lobbied on or in the agencies you
lobbied during the previous 2 years. When you
leave Government, you will not be able to lobby
my administration for as long as I am President.
And there will be a ban on gifts by lobbyists to
anyone serving in the administration as well.

Now, the new rules on lobbying alone, no
matter how tough, are not enough to fix a bro-
ken system in Washington. That’s why I’m also
setting new rules that govern not just lobbyists,
but all those who have been selected to serve in
my administration.

If you are enlisting in Government service,
you will have to commit in writing to rules limit-
ing your role for 2 years in matters involving
people you used to work with and barring you
from any attempt to influence your former Gov-
ernment colleagues for 2 years after you leave.
And you will receive an ethics briefing on what
is required of you to make sure that our Gov-
ernment is serving the people’s interests and
nobody else’s, a briefing, I’m proud to say, I was
the first member of this administration to re-
ceive last week. 

But the way to make a Government responsi-
ble is not simply to enlist the services of respon-
sible men and women or to sign laws that en-
sure that they never stray. The way to make
Government responsible is to hold it account-
able. And the way to make Government ac-
countable is to make it transparent so that the
American people can know exactly what deci-
sions are being made, how they’re being made,
and whether their interests are being well
served.

The directives I am giving my administration
today on how to interpret the Freedom of In-
formation Act will do just that. For a long time
now, there’s been too much secrecy in this city.
The old rules said that if there was a defensible
argument for not disclosing something to the
American people, then it should not be dis-
closed. That era is now over. Starting today, ev-
ery agency and department should know that

this administration stands on the side not of
those who seek to withhold information but
those who seek to make it known.

To be sure, issues like personal privacy and
national security must be treated with the care
they demand. But the mere fact that you have
the legal power to keep something secret does
not mean you should always use it. The Free-
dom of Information Act is perhaps the most
powerful instrument we have for making our
Government honest and transparent, and of
holding it accountable. And I expect members
of my administration not simply to live up to the
letter but also the spirit of this law.

I will also hold myself as President to a new
standard of openness. Going forward, anytime
the American people want to know something
that I or a former President wants to withhold,
we will have to consult with the Attorney Gen-
eral and the White House Counsel, whose busi-
ness it is to ensure compliance with the rule of
law. Information will not be withheld just be-
cause I say so. It will be withheld because a sep-
arate authority believes my request is well
grounded in the Constitution.

Let me say it as simply as I can: Transparency
and the rule of law will be the touchstones of
this Presidency.

Our commitment to openness means more
than simply informing the American people
about how decisions are made. It means recog-
nizing that Government does not have all the
answers, and that public officials need to draw
on what citizens know. And that’s why, as of to-
day, I’m directing members of my administra-
tion to find new ways of tapping the knowledge
and experience of ordinary Americans—scien-
tists and civic leaders, educators and entrepre-
neurs—because the way to solve the problem of
our time is—the way to solve the problems of
our time, as one nation, is by involving the
American people in shaping the policies that af-
fect their lives.

The Executive orders and directives I’m issu-
ing today will not by themselves make Govern-
ment as honest and transparent as it needs to
be. And they do not go as far as we need to go
towards restoring accountability and fiscal re-
straint in Washington. But these historic mea-
sures do mark the beginning of a new era of
5
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openness in our country. And I will, I hope, do
something to make Government trustworthy
in the eyes of the American people in the days
and weeks, months, and years to come. That’s
a pretty good place to start.

Thank you very much. All right.

[At this point, the President signed Executive
Order 13489, Presidential Records; Executive
Order 13490, Ethics Commitments by Execu-
tive Branch Personnel; and memoranda on the
Freedom of Information Act, a pay freeze for
senior White House staff, and transparency
and open Government.]

Thank you. Lisa, our schedule now? The
swearing-in is going to be taking place, and the
Vice President is going to be carrying that out?
Okay.

Before the Vice President does that, let me
just say how proud I am of all of you. This is an
extraordinary collection of talent, and you in-
spire great confidence in me. I think the more
the American people get to know you, the
more you will inspire great confidence in the

American people. All of you have made ex-
traordinary sacrifices to be here. Many of you
have brought your families here; they’re mak-
ing extraordinary sacrifices. 

But what a moment we’re in. What an op-
portunity we have to change this country. And
for those of us who have been in public life be-
fore, these kinds of moments come around just
every so often. The American people are really
counting on us now. Let’s make sure we take
advantage of it. I know you will. So thank you
for your commitment.

Joe, do you want to administer the oath?

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:18 p.m. in the
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Attorney General-designate Eric H.
Holder, Jr.; White House Counsel Gregory B.
Craig; and White House Staff Secretary Lisa
Brown. The transcript released by the Office
of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Vice President Joe Biden. The relat-
ed Executive orders and memorandum are
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on a Meeting on the Situation in Iraq
January 21, 2009

This afternoon I met with our Ambassador
to Iraq, the commander in Iraq, and the over-
all theater commander in the region in order
to get a full update on the situation in Iraq.
Key members of my Cabinet and senior na-
tional security officials also participated in this
meeting. 

The meeting was productive, and I very
much appreciated receiving assessments from
these experienced and dedicated individuals.
During the discussion, I asked the military
leadership to engage in additional planning

necessary to execute a responsible military
drawdown from Iraq. 

In the coming days and weeks, I will also
visit the Department of Defense to consult
with the Joint Chiefs on these issues, and we
will undertake a full review of the situation in
Afghanistan in order to develop a comprehen-
sive policy for the entire region.

NOTE: The statement referred to Gen. Ray-
mond T. Odierno, USA, commanding general,
Multi-National Forces—Iraq; and Gen. David
H. Petraeus, USA, commander, U.S. Central
Command.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Retired Military Officers
January 22, 2009

The President. This first Executive order
that we are signing: “By the authority vested in

me as President of the—President by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States of
6
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America, in order to effect the appropriate dis-
position of individuals currently detained by the
Department of Defense at Guantanamo, and
promptly to close the detention facility at Guan-
tanamo, consistent with the national security
and foreign policy interests of the United States
and the interest of justice, I hereby order.”

And we then provide the process whereby
Guantanamo will be closed no later than one
year from now. We will be—is there a separate
Executive order, Greg, with respect to how
we’re going to dispose of the detainees? Is
that——

White House Counsel Gregory B. Craig.
We’re going to set up a process.

The President. We will be setting up a pro-
cess whereby this is going to be taking place.

The individuals who are standing behind me
represent flag officers who came to both Joe
and myself and all the candidates and made a
passionate plea that we restore the standards of
due process and the core constitutional values
that have made this country great, even in the
midst of war, even in dealing with terrorism.
They’ve made an extraordinary impression on
me. They are outstanding Americans who have
fought and defended this country. And for them
to fight on behalf of our constitutional ideals
and values, I think, is exceptional, so I wanted
to make sure that they were here to witness the
signing of this Executive order.

[At this point, the President signed Executive
Order 13492, Review and Disposition of Indi-
viduals Detained at the Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base and Closure of Detention Facilities.]

The President. There we go. 
White House staff member. Thank you every-

body——
Vice President Joe Biden. We got one more.
The President. There are three of these.
Vice President Biden. Several more. [Laugh-

ter]
The President. This one: “By the authority

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, in order to im-
prove the effectiveness of human intelligence
gathering and to promote the safe, lawful and
humane treatment of individuals in United

States custody and of United States personnel
who are detained in armed conflicts, and to en-
sure compliance with the treaty obligations of
the United States, including the Geneva Con-
vention, and to take care that the laws of the
United States are faithfully executed”—I issue
this following Executive order that effectively
ensures that anybody detained by the United
States for now is going to be—any interroga-
tions taking place are going to have to abide by
the Army Field Manual. We believe that the Ar-
my Field Manual reflects the best judgment of
our military, that we can abide by a rule that
says we don’t torture, but that we can still effec-
tively obtain the intelligence that we need.

This is me following through on not just a
commitment I made during the campaign, but I
think a—an understanding that dates back to
our Founding Fathers, that we are willing to ob-
serve core standards of conduct, not just when
it’s easy but also when it’s hard. 

And so, with that, let me sign the next Execu-
tive order.

[The President signed Executive Order 13491,
Ensuring Lawful Interrogations.] 

The President. There you go.
Two more; I got two more. 
What we’re doing here is to set up a Special

Interagency Task Force on Detainee Disposi-
tion. It’s going to be made up of the Attorney
General, Secretary of Defense, Secretary of
State, Secretary of Homeland Security, Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, the Director of the
CIA, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, and any
other officers that we may need. 

They are going to provide me with informa-
tion in terms of how we are able to deal in the
disposition of some of the detainees that may be
currently in Guantanamo that we cannot trans-
fer to other countries, who could pose a serious
danger to the United States, but we cannot try
because of various problems related to evidence
in a Article III court. 

So this task force is going to provide us with a
series of recommendations on that. Is that cor-
rect, Greg?

White House Counsel Craig. That’s right, and
detainee policy going forward.
7
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The President. And detainee policy going
forward, so that we don’t find ourselves in
these kinds of situations in the future. 

White House Counsel Craig. And give clear
guidance to the military——

The President. And that we are providing
clear guidance to our military in terms of how
to deal with it. Okay. 

[The President signed Executive Order 13493,
Review of Detention Policy Options.] 

The President. There we go. 
And finally, this is a much more specific is-

sue related to the current detention of Ali
Saleh Kahlah al-Marri. Some of you are famil-
iar with the al-Marri case. You have a legal res-
ident who has been detained. He is clearly a
dangerous individual. His case is currently be-
fore the Supreme Court. We have asked for a
delay in dealing—going before the Supreme
Court and dealing with this case so that we can
properly review the evidence against him and
the various policies that have been presented
up until this time. So:

[The President signed a memorandum on Re-
view of the Detention of Ali Saleh Kahlah al-
Marri.] 

The President. All right, with those three
Executive orders and this memorandum, the
message that we are sending around the world
is that the United States intends to prosecute
the ongoing struggle against violence and ter-
rorism, and we are going to do so vigilantly, we
are going to do so effectively, and we are going
to do so in a manner that is consistent with our
values and our ideals. And all of the individuals
who are standing behind me, as well as, I
think, the American people, understand that
we are not, as I said in the Inauguration, going
to continue with a false choice between our
safety and our ideals. We think that it is pre-
cisely our ideals that give us the strength and
the moral high ground to be able to effectively
deal with the unthinking violence that you see
emanating from terrorist organizations around
the world. 

We intend to win this fight. We’re going to
win it on our terms.

Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to suspected Al Qaida op-
erative Ali Saleh Kahlah al-Marri, currently in
U.S. military custody as an enemy combatant.
The related Executive orders and memoran-
dum are listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks at the State Department
January 22, 2009

Thank you so much. It is my privilege to
come here and to pay tribute to all of you, the
talented men and women of the State Depart-
ment. I’ve given you an early gift, Hillary Clin-
ton. You—[applause].

In her you will have a Secretary of State
who has my full confidence, and I want to
thank Chairman Kerry and the Senate for act-
ing swiftly to confirm her, because we have no
time to lose.

My appearance today, as has been noted,
underscores my commitment to the impor-
tance of diplomacy and renewing American
leadership, and it gives me an opportunity to
thank you for the services that you perform ev-

ery single day. Sometimes I think the Ameri-
can public doesn’t fully understand the sacri-
fices that you and your families make, the ded-
ication that is involved in you carrying on your
tasks day in, day out. And I know I speak for
Joe Biden, as well as everybody else on this
stage, when we tell you that we are proud of
you.

You are carrying on a vital task in the safety
and security of the American people. And part
of what we want to do is to make sure that ev-
erybody understands that the State Depart-
ment is going to be absolutely critical to our
success in the years to come. And you individ-
ually are going to be critical to our success in
8
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the years to come. And we want to send a signal
to all kinds of young people who may be think-
ing about the Foreign Service that they are go-
ing to be critical in terms of projecting not just
America’s power, but also America’s values and
America’s ideals.

The inheritance of our young century de-
mands a new era of American leadership. We
must recognize that America’s strength comes
not just from the might of our arms or the scale
of our wealth, but from our enduring values.
And for the sake of our national security and the
common aspirations of people around the
globe, this era has to begin now.

This morning I signed three Executive or-
ders. First, I can say without exception or
equivocation that the United States will not tor-
ture. Second, we will close the Guantanamo
Bay detention camp and determine how to deal
with those who have been held there. And
third, we will immediately undertake a compre-
hensive review to determine how to hold and
try terrorism suspects to best protect our Na-
tion and the rule of law.

The world needs to understand that America
will be unyielding in its defense of its security
and relentless in its pursuit of those who would
carry out terrorism or threaten the United
States. And that’s why, in this twilight struggle,
we need a durable framework. The orders that I
signed today should send an unmistakable sig-
nal that our actions in defense of liberty will be
just as our cause, and that we the people will
uphold our fundamental values as vigilantly as
we protect our security. Once again, America’s
moral example must be the bedrock and the
beacon of our global leadership.

We are confronted by extraordinary, com-
plex, and interconnected global challenges: the
war on terror, sectarian division, and the spread
of deadly technology. We did not ask for the
burden that history has asked us to bear, but
Americans will bear it. We must bear it. Prog-
ress will not come quickly or easily, nor can we
promise to right every single wrong around the
world.

But we can pledge to use all elements of
American power to protect our people and to
promote our interests and ideals, starting with
principled, focused, and sustained American di-

plomacy. To carry forward that effort, we are
going to be calling on your hard work and per-
severance in the months and years to come.
Given the urgency and complexity of the chal-
lenges we face, and to convey our seriousness of
purpose, Secretary Clinton and I are also calling
upon the two distinguished Americans standing
with us today.

It will be the policy of my administration to
actively and aggressively seek a lasting peace
between Israel and the Palestinians, as well as
Israel and its Arab neighbors. To help us pursue
these goals, Secretary Clinton and I have asked
George Mitchell to serve as Special Envoy for
Middle East Peace.

George is renowned in this country and
around the world for his negotiating skill. He
brings international stature and a lifetime of
service. His years in the Senate were marked by
strong leadership and bipartisan achievement.
His efforts on behalf of peace in Northern Ire-
land were indispensable in reconciling a painful
and protracted conflict. Time and again in pub-
lic service and private life, he has acted with
skill and acted with integrity. He will be fully
empowered at the negotiating table, and he will
sustain our focus on the goal of peace.

No one doubts the difficulty of the road
ahead, and George outlined some of those diffi-
culties. The tragic violence in Gaza and south-
ern Israel offers a sobering reminder of the
challenges at hand and the setbacks that will in-
evitably come.

It must also instill in us, though, a sense of
urgency, as history shows us that strong and sus-
tained American engagement can bridge di-
vides and build the capacity that supports prog-
ress. And that is why we will be sending George
to the region as soon as possible to help the par-
ties ensure that the cease-fire that has been
achieved is made durable and sustainable.

Let me be clear: America is committed to Is-
rael’s security, and we will always support Isra-
el’s right to defend itself against legitimate
threats. For years, Hamas has launched thou-
sands of rockets at innocent Israeli citizens. No
democracy can tolerate such danger to its peo-
ple, nor should the international community.
And neither should the Palestinian people
9
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themselves, whose interests are only set back
by acts of terror.

To be a genuine party to peace, the Quartet
has made it clear that Hamas must meet clear
conditions: recognize Israel’s right to exist, re-
nounce violence, and abide by past agree-
ments.

Going forward, the outline for a durable
cease-fire is clear. Hamas must end its rocket
fire. Israel will complete the withdrawal of its
forces from Gaza. The United States and our
partners will support a credible anti-smuggling
and interdiction regime so that Hamas cannot
rearm.

Yesterday I spoke to President Mubarak
and expressed my appreciation for the impor-
tant role that Egypt played in achieving a
cease-fire, and we look forward to Egypt’s con-
tinued leadership and partnership in laying a
foundation for a broader peace through a com-
mitment to end smuggling from within its bor-
ders.

Now, just as the terror of rocket fire aimed
at innocent Israelis is intolerable, so too is a fu-
ture without hope for the Palestinians. I was
deeply concerned by the loss of Palestinian
and Israeli life in recent days and by the sub-
stantial suffering and humanitarian needs in
Gaza. Our hearts go out to Palestinian civilians
who are in need of immediate food, clean wa-
ter, and basic medical care, and who have
faced suffocating poverty for far too long.

Now we must extend a hand of opportunity
to those who seek peace. As part of a lasting
cease-fire, Gaza’s border crossings should be
opened to allow the flow of aid and commerce,
with an appropriate monitoring regime with
the international and Palestinian Authority
participating.

Relief efforts must be able to reach inno-
cent Palestinians who depend on them. The
United States will fully support an internation-
al donors conference to seek short-term hu-
manitarian assistance and long-term recon-
struction for the Palestinian economy. This as-
sistance will be provided to, and guided by, the
Palestinian Authority.

Lasting peace requires more than a long
cease-fire. And that’s why I will sustain an ac-
tive commitment to seek two states living side

by side in peace and security. Senator Mitchell
will carry forward this commitment, as well as
the effort to help Israel reach a broader peace
with the Arab world that recognizes its rightful
place in the community of nations.

I should add that the Arab Peace Initiative
contains constructive elements that could help
advance these efforts. Now is the time for Ar-
ab States to act on the initiatives promised by
supporting the Palestinian Government under
President Abbas and Prime Minister Fayyad,
taking steps towards normalizing relations with
Israel, and by standing up to extremism that
threatens us all.

Jordan’s constructive role in training Pales-
tinian security forces and nurturing its rela-
tions with Israel provide a model for these ef-
forts. And going forward, we must make it
clear to all countries in the region that external
support for terrorist organizations must stop.

Another urgent threat to global security is
the deteriorating situation in Afghanistan and
Pakistan. This is the central front in our endur-
ing struggle against terrorism and extremism.
There, as in the Middle East, we must under-
stand that we cannot deal with our problems in
isolation. There is no answer in Afghanistan
that does not confront the Al Qaida and Tal-
iban bases along the border, and there will be
no lasting peace unless we expand spheres of
opportunity for the people of Afghanistan and
Pakistan. This is truly an international chal-
lenge of the highest order.

That’s why Secretary Clinton and I are nam-
ing Ambassador Richard Holbrooke to be Spe-
cial Representative for Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. Ambassador Holbrooke is one of the
most talented diplomats of his generation.
Over several decades, he served on different
continents and as an outstanding Ambassador
to the United Nations. He has strengthened
ties with our allies, tackled the toughest nego-
tiations, and helped deliver a hard-earned
peace as an architect of the Dayton Accords.
He will help lead our effort to forge and im-
plement a strategic and sustainable approach
to this critical region.

The American people and the international
community must understand that the situation
is perilous and progress will take time.
10
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Violence is up dramatically in Afghanistan. A
deadly insurgency has taken deep root. The opi-
um trade is far and away the largest in the
world. The Afghan Government has been un-
able to deliver basic services. Al Qaida and the
Taliban strike from bases embedded in rugged,
tribal terrain along the Pakistani border. And
while we have yet to see another attack on our
soil since 9/11, Al Qaida terrorists remain at
large and remain plotting.

Going forward, we must set clear priorities in
pursuit of achievable goals that contribute to
our collective security. My administration is
committed to refocusing attention and resourc-
es on Afghanistan and Pakistan and to spending
those resources wisely. And that’s why we are
pursuing a careful review of our policy. We will
seek stronger partnerships with the govern-
ments of the region, sustained cooperation with
our NATO allies, deeper engagement with the
Afghan and Pakistani people, and a comprehen-
sive strategy to combat terror and extremism.
We will provide the strategic guidance to meet
our objectives. And we pledge to support the
extraordinary Americans serving in Afghanistan,
both military and civilian, with the resources
that they need.

These appointments add to a team that will
work with energy and purpose to meet the chal-
lenges of our time and to define a future of ex-
panding security and opportunity. Difficult days
lie ahead. As we ask more of ourselves, we will
seek new partnerships and ask more of our

friends, and more of people around the globe,
because security in the 21st century is shared.
But let there be no doubt about America’s com-
mitment to lead. We can no longer afford drift,
and we can no long afford delay. Nor can we
cede ground to those who seek destruction. A
new era of American leadership is at hand, and
the hard work has just begun.

You are going to be at the frontlines of en-
gaging in that important work. And I am abso-
lutely confident that with the leadership of Sec-
retary Clinton, with wonderful envoys like
Richard Holbrooke and George Mitchell, with
the dedicated team that is before me today, that
we are going to be able to accomplish our ob-
jectives, keep America safe, and bring better
days not just to our own country, but all around
the world.

Thank you very much, everyone.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton, who introduced the Presi-
dent; Vice President Joe Biden; President Mo-
hamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; and President
Mahmoud Abbas and Prime Minister Salam
Fayyad of the Palestinian Authority. He also re-
ferred to Executive Order 13491, Ensuring
Lawful Interrogations; Executive Order 13492,
Review and Disposition of Individuals Detained
at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base and Closure
of Detention Facilities; and Executive Order
13493, Review of Detention Policy Options.

Statement on the 36th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
January 22, 2009

On the 36th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, we
are reminded that this decision not only pro-
tects women’s health and reproductive free-
dom, but stands for a broader principle that
Government should not intrude on our most
private family matters. I remain committed to
protecting a woman’s right to choose.

While this is a sensitive and often divisive is-
sue, no matter what our views, we are united in
our determination to prevent unintended preg-
nancies, reduce the need for abortion, and sup-
port women and families in the choices they
make. To accomplish these goals, we must work

to find common ground to expand access to af-
fordable contraception, accurate health infor-
mation, and preventative services. 

On this anniversary, we must also recommit
ourselves more broadly to ensuring that our
daughters have the same rights and opportuni-
ties as our sons: the chance to attain a world-
class education; to have fulfilling careers in any
industry; to be treated fairly and paid equally
for their work; and to have no limits on their
dreams. That is what I want for women every-
where.
11



Jan. 22 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Memorandum on Review of the Detention of Ali Saleh Kahlah al-Marri
January 22, 2009

Memorandum for the Attorney General, the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the
Director of National Intelligence

Subject: Review of the Detention of Ali Saleh
Kahlah al-Marri

I have today signed an Executive Order en-
titled Review and Disposition of Individuals
Detained at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base
and Closure of Detention Facilities (“Review
and Disposition Order”), which mandates a re-
view, coordinated by the Attorney General, of
the status of all individuals that the Depart-
ment of Defense is currently detaining at the
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, in order to ef-
fect their prompt and appropriate disposition.

For more than 5 years, the Department of
Defense has detained Ali Saleh Kahlah al-
Marri as an enemy combatant in facilities
within the United States. Al-Marri is the only
individual the Department of Defense is cur-
rently holding as an enemy combatant within
the United States.

Because he is not held at Guantanamo Bay,
al-Marri is not covered by the review mandat-
ed in the Review and Disposition Order. Yet it
is equally in the interests of the United States
that the executive branch undertake a prompt
and thorough review of the factual and legal
basis for al-Marri’s continued detention, and
identify and thoroughly evaluate alternative
dispositions.

Accordingly, I direct that a review of al-
Marri’s status (“Review”) commence immedi-
ately. The Review shall be conducted with the
full cooperation and participation of:

(1) the Attorney General, who shall coor-
dinate the Review; 
(2) the Secretary of Defense;
(3) the Secretary of State;
(4) the Secretary of Homeland Security;
(5) the Director of National Intelligence;
(6) the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff; and
(7) other officers or full-time or perma-
nent part-time employees of the United
States, including employees with intelli-
gence, counterterrorism, military, and le-
gal expertise, as determined by the At-
torney General with the concurrence of
the head of the department or agency
concerned.

The Review shall expeditiously determine
the disposition options with respect to al-Mar-
ri and shall pursue such disposition as is appro-
priate, based upon the principles set forth in
the Review and Disposition Order, including,
in particular, sections 4(c) and 5 thereof.

This memorandum is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, substan-
tive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity
by a party against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, instrumentalities or entities,
its officers or employees, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA

Statement on the Appointment of Kirsten Gillibrand as Senator for New
York
January 23, 2009

Governor Paterson made a wonderful
choice in appointing Kirsten Gillibrand to fill
Secretary Clinton’s seat in the United States
Senate. I am confident that she will continue
Secretary Clinton’s distinguished service to
the people of New York and to our country.

During her career, Kirsten has been a
strong voice for transparency and reform in
government and shares the belief that govern-
ment should be open, accessible and work for
all of our citizens. In Congress and as special
counsel for the Department of Housing and
12
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Urban Development, she worked to strengthen
public and private partnerships to invest in in-
frastructure and New York’s economy.

At this time of great challenge, I know that
Kirsten has the integrity, character, and dedica-

tion to public service to help us achieve our
greatest goals.

NOTE: The statement referred to Gov. David A.
Paterson of New York; and Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 24, 2009

We begin this year and this administration in
the midst of an unprecedented crisis that calls
for unprecedented action. Just this week we saw
more people file for unemployment than at any
time in the last 26 years. And experts agree that
if nothing is done, the unemployment rate
could reach double digits; our economy could
fall a trillion dollars short of its full capacity,
which translates into more than $12,000 in lost
income for a family of four; and we could lose a
generation of potential as more young Ameri-
cans are forced to forego college dreams or the
chance to train for the jobs of the future.

In short, if we do not act boldly and swiftly, a
bad situation could become dramatically worse.
That is why I’ve proposed an American recov-
ery and reinvestment plan, to immediately
jump-start job creation, as well as long-term
economic growth.

I’m pleased to say that both parties in Con-
gress are already hard at work on this plan, and
I hope to sign it into law in less than a month.
It’s a plan that will save or create 3 to 4 million
jobs over the next few years, and one that recog-
nizes both the paradox and the promise of this
moment: the fact that there are millions of
Americans trying to find work, even as all
around the country there’s so much work to be
done.

That’s why this is not just a short-term pro-
gram to boost employment, it’s one that will in-
vest in our most important priorities, like ener-
gy and education, health care and a new infra-
structure that are necessary to keep us strong
and competitive in the 21st century.

Today I’d like to talk specifically about the
progress we expect to make in each of these ar-
eas. To accelerate the creation of a clean energy
economy, we will double our capacity to gener-
ate alternative sources of energy like wind, so-

lar, and biofuels over the next 3 years. We’ll be-
gin to build a new electricity grid that lay down
more than 3,000 miles of transmission lines to
convey this new energy from coast to coast.

We’ll save taxpayers $2 billion a year by mak-
ing 75 percent of Federal buildings more ener-
gy efficient and save the average working family
$350 on their energy bills by weatherizing 2.5
million homes.

To lower health care costs, cut medical er-
rors, and improve care, we’ll computerize the
Nation’s health records in 5 years, saving bil-
lions of dollars in health care costs and count-
less lives. And we’ll protect health insurance for
more than 8 million Americans who are in dan-
ger of losing their coverage during this econom-
ic downturn.

To ensure our children can compete and suc-
ceed in this new economy, we’ll renovate and
modernize 10,000 schools, building state-of-
the-art classrooms, libraries, and labs, to im-
prove learning for over 5 million students. We’ll
invest more in Pell grants to make college af-
fordable for 7 million more students, provide a
$2,500 college tax credit to 4 million students,
and triple the number of fellowships in science
to help spur the next generation of innovation.

Finally, we will rebuild and retrofit America
to meet the demands of the 21st century. That
means repairing and modernizing thousands of
miles of America’s roadways and providing new
mass transit options for millions of Americans.
It means protecting America by securing 90
major ports and creating a better communica-
tions network for local law enforcement and
public safety officials in the event of an emer-
gency. And it means expanding broadband ac-
cess to millions of Americans, so business can
compete on a level playing field, wherever
they’re located.
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I know that some are skeptical about the
size and scale of this recovery plan. I under-
stand that skepticism, which is why this recov-
ery plan must and will include unprecedented
measures that will allow the American people
to hold my administration accountable for
these results. We won’t just throw money at
our problems, we’ll invest in what works. In-
stead of politicians doling out money behind a
veil of secrecy, decisions about where we in-
vest will be made public and informed by in-
dependent experts whenever possible.

We’ll launch an unprecedented effort to
root out waste, inefficiency, and unnecessary
spending in our Government. And every
American will be able to see how and where
we spend taxpayer dollars by going to a new
website called recovery.gov.

No one policy or program will solve the
challenges we face right now, nor will this cri-
sis recede in a short period of time. But if we
act now and act boldly, if we start rewarding
hard work and responsibility once more, if we
act as citizens and not partisans and begin
again the work of remaking America, then I
have faith that we will emerge from this trying
time even stronger and more prosperous than
we were before.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:15 p.m. on January 23 in the Library
at the White House for broadcast on January
24. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 23
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
January 24.

Statement on the Mexico City Policy and Assistance for Voluntary
Population Planning
January 24, 2009

It is clear that the provisions of the Mexico
City Policy are unnecessarily broad and un-
warranted under current law, and for the past
eight years, they have undermined efforts to
promote safe and effective voluntary family
planning in developing countries. For these
reasons, it is right for us to rescind this policy
and restore critical efforts to protect and em-
power women and promote global economic
development.

For too long, international family planning
assistance has been used as a political wedge
issue, the subject of a back-and-forth debate
that has served only to divide us. I have no de-
sire to continue this stale and fruitless debate.

It is time that we end the politicization of
this issue. In the coming weeks, my adminis-
tration will initiate a fresh conversation on
family planning, working to find areas of com-

mon ground to best meet the needs of women
and families at home and around the world.

I have directed my staff to reach out to
those on all sides of this issue to achieve the
goal of reducing unintended pregnancies.
They will also work to promote safe mother-
hood, reduce maternal and infant mortality
rates and increase educational and economic
opportunities for women and girls.

In addition, I look forward to working with
Congress to restore U.S. financial support for
the U.N. Population Fund. By resuming fund-
ing to UNFPA, the U.S. will be joining 180
other donor nations working collaboratively to
reduce poverty, improve the health of women
and children, prevent HIV/AIDS, and provide
family planning assistance to women in 154
countries.

Remarks on Energy
January 26, 2009

Good morning. Before I begin today’s an-
nouncement, I want to say a few words about

the deepening economic crisis that we’ve in-
herited and the need for urgent action.
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Over the last few days, we’ve learned that
Microsoft, Intel, United Airlines, Home Depot,
Sprint Nextel, and Caterpillar are each cutting
thousands of jobs. These are not just numbers
on a page. As with the millions of jobs lost in
2008, these are working men and women whose
families have been disrupted and whose dreams
have been put on hold.

We owe it to each of them and to every single
American to act with a sense of urgency and
common purpose. We can’t afford distractions,
and we cannot afford delays, and that is why I
look forward to signing an American recovery
and reinvestment plan that will put millions of
Americans to work and lay the foundation for
stable growth that our economy needs and that
our people demand. These are extraordinary
times, and it calls for swift and extraordinary ac-
tion.

At a time of such great challenge for Ameri-
ca, no single issue is as fundamental to our fu-
ture as energy. America’s dependence on oil is
one of the most serious threats that our Nation
has faced. It bankrolls dictators, pays for nucle-
ar proliferation, and funds both sides of our
struggle against terrorism. It puts the American
people at the mercy of shifting gas prices, stifles
innovation, and sets back our ability to com-
pete.

These urgent dangers to our national and
economic security are compounded by the
long-term threat of climate change, which if left
unchecked could result in violent conflict, terri-
ble storms, shrinking coastlines, and irreversible
catastrophe. These are the facts, and they are
well known to the American people; after all,
there is nothing new about these warnings.
Presidents have been sounding the alarm about
energy dependence for decades. President Nix-
on promised to make our energy—our Nation
energy independent by the end of the 1970s.
When he spoke, we imported about a third of
our oil; we now import more than half.

Year after year, decade after decade, we’ve
chosen delay over decisive action. Rigid ideolo-
gy has overruled sound science; special interests
have overshadowed common sense; rhetoric has
not led to the hard work needed to achieve re-
sults. And our leaders raise their voices each

time there’s a spike in gas prices only to grow
quiet when the price falls at the pump.

Now America has arrived at a crossroads.
Embedded in American soil and the wind and
the sun, we have the resources to change. Our
scientists, businesses, and workers have the ca-
pacity to move us forward. It falls on us to
choose whether to risk the peril that comes with
our current course or to seize the promise of
energy independence. And for the sake of our
security, our economy, and our planet, we must
have the courage and commitment to change.

It will be the policy of my administration to
reverse our dependence on foreign oil, while
building a new energy economy that will create
millions of jobs. We hold no illusion about the
task that lies ahead. I cannot promise a quick
fix; no single technology or set of regulations
will get the job done. But we will commit our-
selves to steady, focused, pragmatic pursuit of
an America that is freed from our energy de-
pendence and empowered by a new energy
economy that puts millions of our citizens to
work.

Today I’m announcing the first steps on our
journey toward energy independence, as we de-
velop new energy, set new fuel efficiency stan-
dards, and address greenhouse gas emissions.
Each step begins to move us in a new direction,
while giving us the tools that we need to
change.

First, we must take bold action to create a
new American energy economy that creates
millions of jobs for our people. The American
recovery and reinvestment plan before Con-
gress places a down payment on this economy.
It will put 460,000 Americans to work with
clean energy investments and double the capac-
ity to generate alternative energy over the next
3 years. It will lay down 3,000 miles of transmis-
sion lines to deliver this energy to every corner
of our country. It will save taxpayers $2 billion a
year by making 75 percent of Federal buildings
more efficient. And it will save working families
hundreds of dollars on their energy bills by
weatherizing 2 million homes.

This is the boost that our economy needs,
and the new beginning that our future de-
mands. By passing the bill, Congress can act
where Washington has failed to act over and
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over again for 30 years. We need more than
the same old empty promises. We need to
show that this time it will be different. This is
the time that Americans must come together
on behalf of our common prosperity and secu-
rity.

Second, we must ensure that the fuel-effi-
cient cars of tomorrow are built right here in
the United States of America. Increasing fuel
efficiency in our cars and trucks is one of the
most important steps that we can take to break
our cycle of dependence on foreign oil. It will
also help spark the innovation needed to en-
sure that our auto industry keeps pace with
competitors around the world.

We will start by implementing new stan-
dards for model year 2011 so that we use less
oil and families have access to cleaner, more
efficient cars and trucks. This rule will be a
down payment on a broader and sustained ef-
fort to reduce our dependence on foreign oil.
Congress has passed legislation to increase
standards to at least 35 miles per gallon by
2020. That 40 percent increase in fuel efficien-
cy for our cars and trucks could save over 2
million barrels of oil every day, nearly the en-
tire amount of oil that we import from the Per-
sian Gulf.

Going forward, my administration will work
on a bipartisan basis in Washington and with
industry partners across the country to forge a
comprehensive approach that makes our econ-
omy stronger and our Nation more secure.

Third, the Federal Government must work
with, not against, States to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. California has shown bold and
bipartisan leadership through its effort to
forge 21st century standards, and over a dozen
States have followed its lead. But instead of
serving as a partner, Washington stood in their
way. This refusal to lead risks the creation of a
confusing and patchwork set of standards that
hurts the environment and the auto industry.

The days of Washington dragging its heels
are over. My administration will not deny
facts; we will be guided by them. We cannot
afford to pass the buck or push the burden on-
to the States. And that’s why I’m directing the
Environmental Protection Agency to immedi-
ately review the denial of the California waiver

request and determine the best way forward.
This will help us create incentives to develop
new energy that will make us less dependent
on the oil that endangers our security, our
economy, and our planet.

As we move forward, we will fully take into
account the unique challenges facing the
American auto industry and the taxpayer dol-
lars that now support it. And let me be clear:
Our goal is not to further burden an already
struggling industry; it is to help America’s au-
tomakers prepare for the future. This commit-
ment must extend beyond the short-term as-
sistance for businesses and workers. We must
help them thrive by building the cars of to-
morrow and galvanizing a dynamic and viable
industry for decades to come.

Finally, we will make it clear to the world
that America is ready to lead. To protect our
climate and our collective security, we must
call together a truly global coalition. I’ve made
it clear that we will act, but so too must the
world. That’s how we will deny leverage to dic-
tators and dollars to terrorists. And that’s how
we will ensure that nations like China and In-
dia are doing their part, just as we are now
willing to do ours.

It is time for America to lead, because this
moment of peril must be turned into one of
progress. If we take action, we can create new
industries and revive old ones; we can open
new factories and power new farms; we can
lower costs and revive our economy. We can
do that, and we must do that. There’s much
work to be done; there is much further for us
to go.

But I want to be clear from the beginning of
this administration that we have made our
choice: America will not be held hostage to
dwindling resources, hostile regimes, and a
warming planet. We will not be put off from
action because action is hard. Now is the time
to make the tough choices. Now is the time to
meet the challenge at this crossroad of history
by choosing a future that is safer for our coun-
try, prosperous for our planet, and sustainable.

Those are my priorities, and they’re reflect-
ed in the Executive orders that I’m about to
sign. Thank you so much for being here.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to memoranda on the Energy Inde-

pendence and Security Act of 2007 and the
State of California request for waiver under 42
U.S.C. 7543(b), the Clean Air Act.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With United States Special Envoy for Middle East
Peace George J. Mitchell and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
January 26, 2009

So I’m pleased to have a chance to confer
with Senator Mitchell, as well as Secretary Clin-
ton, on this initiative around the Arab-Israeli
peace process. And we’re fortunate to have
such a talented and dedicated public servant
who is willing to take on what I think everybody
understands is going to be a very tough job.

The cause of peace in the Middle East is im-
portant to the United States and our national
interests; it’s important to me personally; it is
important to Arabs and Jews; it is important to
Christians and Muslims and Jews all around the
world. And the charge that Senator Mitchell has
is to engage vigorously and consistently in order
for us to achieve genuine progress.

And when I say “progress”—not just photo
ops, but progress that is concretely felt by peo-
ple on the ground, so that people feel more se-
cure in their lives, so that they feel that the
hopes and dreams and aspirations of their chil-
dren can be met. That is going to be our task. It
is not something that we’re going to be able to
do overnight, but I’m absolutely confident that
if the United States is engaged in a consistent
way and an early—in early fashion, that we can
make genuine progress.

Now, understand that Senator Mitchell is go-
ing to be fully empowered by me and fully em-

powered by Secretary Clinton. So when he
speaks, he will be speaking for us. And I’m
hopeful that during this initial trip—one of the
earliest initiatives that we have taken diplomati-
cally—that not only is he able to communicate
effectively how urgent we consider the issue,
but that we’re also going to be able to listen and
to learn and to find out what various players in
the region are thinking.

And more immediately, we hope that Sena-
tor Mitchell will be able to give us some ideas in
terms of how we can solidify the cease-fire, en-
sure Israel’s security, also ensure that Palestin-
ians in Gaza are able to get the basic necessities
they need and that they can see a pathway to-
wards long-term development that will be so
critical in order for us to achieve a lasting peace.

So I’m very grateful for Senator Mitchell for
doing this. I’m grateful to Secretary Clinton for
her leadership in making sure this happened
early. And what we’re now going to do is to dis-
cuss some of the details of the trip. So unfortu-
nately, I’m going to be kicking you out. [Laugh-
ter]

All right, thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:33 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Statement on India’s Republic Day
January 26, 2009

As the people of India and people of Indian
origin in America and around the world cele-
brate Republic Day on January 26, I send the
warmest greetings of the American people to
the people of India. Together, we celebrate our
shared belief in democracy, liberty, pluralism,
and religious tolerance.

Our nations have built broad and vibrant
partnerships in every field of human endeavor.
Our rapidly growing and deepening friendship
with India offers benefits to all the world’s citi-
zens as our scientists solve environmental chal-
lenges together, our doctors discover new med-
icines, our engineers advance our societies, our
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entrepreneurs generate prosperity, our educa-
tors lay the foundation for our future genera-
tions, and our Governments work together to
advance peace, prosperity, and stability
around the globe.

It is our shared values that form the bed-
rock of a robust relationship across peoples
and governments. Those values and ideals pro-
vide the strength that enables us to meet any
challenge, particularly from those who use vio-

lence to try to undermine our free and open
societies. As the Indian people celebrate Re-
public Day all across India, they should know
that they have no better friend and partner
than the people of the United States. It is in
that spirit that I also wish Prime Minister
Singh a quick recovery.

NOTE: The statement referred to Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh of India.

Message on the Observance of the Lunar New Year
January 26, 2009

I send my warmest wishes to people across
Asia, in America, and indeed around the world
who are celebrating the Lunar New Year and
welcoming the Year of the Ox. As they gather
with their families and celebrate over meals,
they welcome new beginnings and honor the
enduring wisdom of their ancestors.

From the lion dances in San Francisco to
festivals in Atlanta and parades in New York
City and Washington, DC, Americans of Asian
descent carry on the vibrant traditions of their
forefathers and enrich America’s cultural di-
versity. I wish all those celebrating the New
Year to be blessed with peace, prosperity, and
good health.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Timothy F. Geithner as Secretary
of the Treasury
January 26, 2009

Thank you, please have a seat. A short time
ago, the United States Senate voted to confirm
Timothy Geithner as our next Secretary of the
Treasury. That deserves some applause. [Ap-
plause] I want to thank Democratic and Re-
publican Senators for their show of confidence
in Tim, and I want to thank Tim and Carole
for their willingness to serve their country at a
time when that service is desperately needed.

Now, I came here tonight because, at this
moment of challenge and crisis, Tim’s work
and the work of the entire Treasury Depart-
ment must begin at once. We cannot lose a
day, because every day the economic picture is
darkening, here and across the globe. Just to-
day we learned that seven major corporations
will be laying off thousands more workers.
This comes on top of the 2.5 million jobs we
lost last year. And it will take a Secretary of the
Treasury who understands this challenge and
all its complexities to help lead us forward.

When Alexander Hamilton was sworn in as
our first Treasury Secretary, his task was to
weave together the disparate debts and econo-
mies of various States into one American sys-
tem of credit and capital markets. More than
two centuries later, that system is now in seri-
ous jeopardy. It has been badly weakened by
an era of irresponsibility, a series of imprudent
and dangerous decisions on Wall Street, and
an unrelenting quest for profit with too little
regard for risk, too little regulatory scrutiny,
and too little accountability. The result’s been
a devastating loss of trust and confidence in
our economy, our financial markets, and our
Government. And that era must end right
now, and I believe it can.

The very fact that this crisis is largely of our
own making means that it is not beyond our
ability to solve. Our problems are rooted in
past mistakes, not our capacity for future
greatness. It will take time, perhaps many
years, but we can rebuild that lost trust and
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confidence. We can restore opportunity and
prosperity. And I’m confident that Tim, along
with Larry Summers and Peter Orszag and the
rest of our economic team, can help us get
there.

In the coming weeks and months, we will
work together to stabilize our financial system
and restart the flow of credit that families and
businesses depend on to get a loan, make a pay-
roll, or buy a home. But we’ll do it in a way that
protects the American taxpayer and includes
the highest level of transparency and oversight
so that the American people can hold us ac-
countable for results. 

Together, with both parties in Congress, we
will launch a recovery and reinvestment plan
that saves or creates more than 3 million jobs
while investing in priorities like health care, ed-
ucation, and energy that will make us strong in
the future. And I will be working with the entire
economic team and Tim to reform and modern-
ize our outdated financial regulations so that a
crisis like this cannot happen again. We’ll put in
place new commonsense rules of the road, and
we will be vigilant in ensuring they are not bent
or broken any longer.

So congratulations, Tim. You’ve got your
work cut out for you, as I think everybody
knows, but you also have my full confidence, my

deepest trust, my unyielding belief that we can
rise to achieve what is required of us at this mo-
ment. Our work will not be easy, and it will not
be quick, but we will embrace it so that we can
carry on the legacy of boundless opportunity
and unmatched prosperity that has defined this
Nation since our earlier days.

And before I step aside from the podium, to
all the wonderful staff at Treasury, who have
been laboring long and hard over the last sever-
al months and years—but particularly the last
several months—I want to thank you for your
dedication and your service. You’ve been doing
yeoman’s work at a time when the country
needs it, and I hope with Tim at the helm, that
that work will result in jobs and businesses re-
opening and the kinds of economic opportunity
that the American people deserve.

So with that, let’s get Tim sworn in.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:33 p.m. at the
Department of the Treasury. In his remarks, he
referred to Carole Geithner, wife of Secretary
Geithner; Lawrence H. Summers, Director,
National Economic Council; and Peter R.
Orszag, Director, Office of Management and
Budget. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Secretary Geithner.

Remarks Following a Meeting With the House Republican Conference
January 27, 2009

Hello, everybody. We had a very constructive
meeting with the House Members, Members of
the Republican caucus. I’m a little bit late for
my Senate colleagues—former Senate col-
leagues.

And the main message I have is that the sta-
tistics every day underscore the urgency of the
economic situation. The American people ex-
pect action. They want us to put together a re-
covery package that puts people back to work,
that creates investments that assure our long-
term energy independence, an effective health
care system, an education system that works;
they want our infrastructure rebuilt, and they
want it done wisely, so that we’re not wasting
taxpayer money.

As I explained to the Republican House cau-
cus, and I’ll explain to my former Senate col-
leagues, the recovery package that we’ve pro-
posed and is moving its way through Congress is
just one leg in a multilegged stool. We’re still
going to have to have much better financial reg-
ulation, we’ve got to get credit flowing again,
we’re going to have to deal with the troubled as-
sets that many banks are still carrying and that
make the—that have locked up the credit sys-
tem. We’re going to have to coordinate with
other countries, because we now have a global
problem.

I am absolutely confident that we can deal
with these issues, but the key right now is to
make sure that we keep politics to a minimum.
There are some legitimate philosophical
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differences with parts of my plan that the
Republicans have, and I respect that. In some
cases they may just not be as familiar with
what’s in the package as I would like. I don’t
expect a hundred percent agreement from my
Republican colleagues, but I do hope that we

can all put politics aside and do the American
people’s business right now. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in the
Ohio Clock Corridor at the U.S. Capitol.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Business Leaders
January 28, 2009

Thank you. Well, I want to thank Sam and
David for their outstanding words. I want to
thank all of you for being here today.

A few moments ago, I met with some of the
leading business executives in the country.
And it was a sober meeting, because these
companies and the workers they employ are
going through times more trying than any that
we’ve seen in a long, long while. Just the other
day, seven of our largest corporations an-
nounced they were making major job cuts.
Some of the business leaders in this room have
had to do the same. And yet even as we dis-
cussed the seriousness of this challenge, we
left our meeting confident that we can turn
our economy around. 

But each of us, as Dave indicated, are going
to have to do our share. Part of what led our
economy to this perilous moment was a sense
of irresponsibility that prevailed in Wall Street
and in Washington. And that’s why I called for
a new era of responsibility in my Inaugural Ad-
dress last week, an era where each of us chips
in so that we can climb our way out of this cri-
sis: executives and factory floor workers, edu-
cators and engineers, health care professionals
and elected officials.

As we discussed in our meeting a few min-
utes ago, corporate America will have to ac-
cept its own responsibilities to its workers and
the American public. But these executives also
understand that without wise leadership in
Washington, even the best-run businesses
can’t do as well as they might. They under-
stand that what makes an idea sound is not
whether it’s Democrat or Republican, but
whether it makes good economic sense for
their workers and companies. And they under-
stand that when it comes to rebuilding our
economy, we don’t have a moment to spare.

The businesses that are shedding jobs to
stay afloat, they can’t afford inaction or delay.
The workers who are returning home to tell
their husbands and wives and children that
they no longer have a job and all those who
live in fear that their job will be next on the
cutting blocks, they need help now. They are
looking to Washington for action, bold and
swift. And that is why I hope to sign an Ameri-
can recovery and reinvestment plan into law in
the next few weeks.

Now, most of the money that we’re invest-
ing as part of this plan will get out the door im-
mediately and go directly to job creation, gen-
erating or saving 3 to 4 million new jobs. And
the vast majority of these jobs will be created
in the private sector, because, as these CEOs
well know, business, not government, is the
engine of growth in this country.

But even as this plan puts Americans back
to work, it will also make the critical invest-
ments in alternative energy, in safer roads,
better health care, and modern schools that
will lay the foundation for long-term growth
and prosperity. And it will invest in broadband
and emerging technologies, like the ones
imagined and introduced to the world by peo-
ple like Sam and so many of the CEOs here to-
day, because that’s how America will retain
and regain its competitive edge in the 21st
century.

I know that there are some who are skepti-
cal of the size and scale of this recovery plan.
And I understand that skepticism, given some
of the things that have happened in this town
in the past. That’s why this recovery plan will
include unprecedented measures that will al-
low the American people to hold my adminis-
tration accountable. Instead of just throwing
money at our problems, we’ll try something
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new in Washington. We will invest in what
works. Instead of politicians doling out money
behind a veil of secrecy, decisions about where
we invest will be made public on the Internet
and will be informed by independent experts
whenever possible. 

We will launch a sweeping effort to root out
waste, inefficiency, and unnecessary spending
in our Government, and every American will be
able to see how and where we spend taxpayer
dollars by going to a new web site called recov-
ery.gov, because I firmly believe what Justice
Louis Brandeis once said, that “sunlight is the
best disinfectant,” and I know that restoring
transparency is not only the surest way to
achieve results but also to earn back the trust in
government without which we cannot deliver
the changes the American people sent us here
to make.

In the end, the answer to our economic trou-
bles rests less in my hands, or in the hands of
our legislators, than it does with America’s
workers and the businesses that employ them.

They are the ones whose efforts and ideas will
determine our economic destiny, just as they al-
ways have. For in the end, it’s businesses, large
and small, that generate the jobs, provide the
salaries, and serve as the foundation on which
the American people’s lives and dreams de-
pend. All we can do, those of us here in Wash-
ington, is help create a favorable climate in
which workers can prosper, businesses can
thrive, and our economy can grow. And that is
exactly what the recovery plan I’ve proposed is
intended to do. And that’s exactly what I intend
to achieve soon.

Thank you very much for being here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Samuel J. Palmisano, chairman of
the board and chief executive officer, IBM Cor-
poration; and David M. Cote, chairman and
chief executive officer, Honeywell Internation-
al.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates and
the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Arlington, Virginia
January 28, 2009

Well, sorry we’re running a little bit late. I
want to, first of all, thank all the men and wom-
en in uniform who are represented here. They
are the best that this country has to offer. And
the first thing that I said to the Joint Chiefs in
this meeting was how grateful we are for their
service. The sacrifices that they and their fami-
lies make are what are responsible for our free-
doms that sometimes we take for granted.

And as Commander in Chief, one of my prin-
cipal goals during my Presidency is going to be
to make sure that they have the resources and
the support that they need to carry out the criti-
cal missions that keep our Nation safe each and
every day.

I had a wonderful discussion with the Joint
Chiefs—we kind of lost track of time—about a
range of issues facing our military as well as the
threats that face this Nation, both short term
and long term. We had discussions about Iraq
as well as Afghanistan. We talked about some of

the broader global risks that may arise and the
kind of planning and coordination that’s going
to be required between our military and our ci-
vilian forces in order to accomplish our long-
term national security objectives.

We also talked about making sure that the
health of our force is always in our sights. And I
know that all the Chiefs that are represented
here, as well as Secretary Gates, are constantly
thinking about what we need to do to make sure
that people who are in uniform for the United
States are getting the kinds of support that they
need, and that their families are getting the sup-
port that they need. And that’s something that
I’m absolutely committed to, and I know that
Vice President Biden is as well.

We’re going to have some difficult decisions
that we’re going to have to make surrounding
Iraq and Afghanistan, most immediately. Obvi-
ously, our efforts to continue to go after extrem-
ist organizations that would do harm to the
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homeland is uppermost on our minds. I have
every confidence that our military is going to
do their job, and I intend to make sure that the
civilian side of the ledger does its job to sup-
port what they are doing.

We have, for a long time, put enormous
pressure on our military to carry out a whole
set of missions, sometimes not with the sort of
strategic support and the use of all aspects of
American power to make sure that they’re not
carrying the full load. And that’s something
that I spoke with the Chiefs about and that I
intend to change as President of the United
States.

So again, my first message was to say thank
you. And in addition, it’s to say that you, all of
you who are serving in the United States
Armed Forces, are going to have my full sup-
port, and one of my duties as President is go-
ing to be to make sure that you have what you
need to accomplish your missions, and we are
grateful to you.

So all right, thank you, guys. I’m going to
shake some more hands now.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:06 p.m. at the
Pentagon.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Economic Stabilization
Legislation 
January 28, 2009

Last year, America lost 2.6 million jobs. On
Monday alone, we learned that some of our
biggest employers plan to cut another 55,000.
This is a wakeup call to Washington that the
American people need us to act and act imme-
diately. 

That is why I am grateful to the House of
Representatives for moving the American re-
covery and reinvestment plan forward today.
There are many numbers in this plan. It will
double our capacity to generate renewable en-
ergy. It will lower the cost of health care by
billions and improve its quality. It will mod-
ernize thousands of classrooms and send more
kids to college. And it will put billions of dol-
lars in immediate tax relief into the pockets of
working families. 

But out of all these numbers, there is one
that matters most to me: This recovery plan

will save or create more than 3 million new
jobs over the next few years. 

I can also promise that my administration
will administer this recovery plan with a level
of transparency and accountability never be-
fore seen in Washington. Once it is passed, ev-
ery American will be able to go the web site
recovery.gov and see how and where their
money is being spent. 

The plan now moves to the Senate, and I
hope that we can continue to strengthen this
plan before it gets to my desk. But what we
can’t do is drag our feet or allow the same par-
tisan differences to get in our way. We must
move swiftly and boldly to put Americans back
to work, and that is exactly what this plan be-
gins to do.

Remarks on Signing the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009
January 29, 2009

All right, everybody please have a seat.
Well, this is a wonderful day. First of all, it is
fitting that the very first bill that I sign—the
Lilly Ledbetter fair pay restoration act—that it
is upholding one of this Nation’s founding

principles, that we are all created equal and
each deserve a chance to pursue our own ver-
sion of happiness.

It’s also fitting that we’re joined today by
the woman after whom this bill is named;
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someone who Michelle and I have had the priv-
ilege to get to know ourselves. And it is fitting
that we are joined this morning by the first
woman Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, Nancy Pelosi. It’s appropriate that this is
the first bill we do together. We could not have
done it without her. Madam Speaker, thank you
for your extraordinary work and to all the spon-
sors and Members of Congress and leadership
who helped to make this day possible. 

Lilly Ledbetter did not set out to be a trail-
blazer or a household name. She was just a
good, hard worker who did her job, and she did
it well, for nearly two decades before discover-
ing that for years she was paid less than her
male colleagues for doing the very same work.
Over the course of her career, she lost more
than $200,000 in salary and even more in pen-
sion and Social Security benefits, losses that she
still feels today.

Now, Lilly could have accepted her lot and
moved on. She could have decided that it wasn’t
worth the hassle and the harassment that would
inevitably come with speaking up for what she
deserved. But instead, she decided that there
was a principle at stake, something worth fight-
ing for. So she set out on a journey that would
take more than 10 years, take her all the way to
the Supreme Court of the United States, and
lead to this day and this bill which will help oth-
ers get the justice that she was denied. 

Because, while this bill bears her name, Lilly
knows that this story isn’t just about her. It’s the
story of women across this country still earning
just 78 cents for every dollar men earn—wom-
en of color even less—which means that today,
in the year 2009, countless women are still los-
ing thousands of dollars in salary, income, and
retirement savings over the course of a lifetime. 

Equal pay is by no means just a women’s is-
sue; it’s a family issue. It’s about parents who
find themselves with less money for tuition and
childcare; couples who wind up with less to re-
tire on; households where one breadwinner is
paid less than she deserves. That’s the differ-
ence between affording the mortgage or not;
between keeping the heat on or paying the doc-
tor bills, or not. And in this economy, when so
many folks are already working harder for less
and struggling to get by, the last thing they can

afford is losing part of each month’s paycheck to
simple and plain discrimination. 

So signing this bill today is to send a clear
message that making our economy work means
making sure it works for everybody. That there
are no second-class citizens in our workplaces;
and that it’s not just unfair and illegal, it’s bad
for business to pay somebody less because of
their gender or their age or their race or their
ethnicity, religion or disability; and that justice
isn’t about some abstract legal theory or foot-
note in a casebook. It’s about how our laws af-
fect the daily lives and the daily realities of peo-
ple; their ability to make a living and care for
their families and achieve their goals. 

Ultimately, equal pay isn’t just an economic
issue for millions of Americans and their fami-
lies; it’s a question of who we are and whether
we’re truly living up to our fundamental ideals;
whether we’ll do our part, as generations before
us, to ensure those words put on paper some
200 years ago really mean something, to
breathe new life into them with a more enlight-
ened understanding that is appropriate for our
time.

That is what Lilly Ledbetter challenged us to
do. And today I sign this bill not just in her hon-
or, but in the honor of those who came before.
Women like my grandmother, who worked in a
bank all her life, and even after she hit that glass
ceiling, kept getting up and giving her best ev-
ery day, without complaint, because she wanted
something better for me and my sister.

And I sign this bill for my daughters and all
those who will come after us, because I want
them to grow up in a nation that values their
contributions, where there are no limits to their
dreams, and they have opportunities their
mothers and grandmothers never could have
imagined.

In the end, that’s why Lilly stayed the course.
She knew it was too late for her; that this bill
wouldn’t undo the years of injustice she faced
or restore the earnings she was denied. But this
grandmother from Alabama kept on fighting,
because she was thinking about the next gener-
ation. It’s what we’ve always done in America,
set our sights high for ourselves, but even high-
er for our children and our grandchildren. 
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And now it’s up to us to continue this work.
This bill is an important step, a simple fix to
ensure fundamental fairness for American
workers, and I want to thank this remarkable
and bipartisan group of legislators who worked
so hard to get it passed. And I want to thank all
the advocates who are in the audience who
worked so hard to get it passed. This is only
the beginning. I know that if we stay focused,
as Lilly did, and keep standing for what’s right,
as Lilly did, we will close that pay gap, and we

will make sure that our daughters have the
same rights, the same chances, and the same
freedoms to pursue their dreams as our sons. 

So thank you, Lilly Ledbetter. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Lilly Ledbetter, former
employee, Goodyear Tire and Rubber Compa-
ny. S. 181, approved January 29, was assigned
Public Law No. 111–2.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Economic Advisers and an Exchange
With Reporters
January 29, 2009

The President. Well, it’s good to see you
guys. I just had a terrific conversation with my
Secretary of the Treasury, the Vice President,
as well as the rest of our economic team about
the steps that we need to move forward on,
not only on the economic recovery and rein-
vestment package, but also on making sure
that we begin the process of regulating Wall
Street so that we can improve the flow of cred-
it; banks start lending again, so that businesses
can reopen and that we can create more jobs;
but also to make sure that we never find our-
selves in the kind of crisis that we’re in again,
that we’ve seen over the last several months.

And Secretary Geithner is hard at work on
this process. We expect that even as the rein-
vestment and recovery package moves for-
ward—as I said, that’s only one leg of the stool,
and that these other legs of the stool will be
rolled out systematically in the coming weeks
so that the American people will have a clear
sense of a comprehensive strategy designed to
put people back to work, reopen businesses,
get credit flowing again.

One point I want to make is that all of us are
going to have responsibilities to get this econo-
my moving again. And when I saw an article
today indicating that Wall Street bankers had
given themselves $20 billion worth of bonuses,
the same amount of bonuses as they gave
themselves in 2004, at a time when most of
these institutions were teetering on collapse,
and they are asking for taxpayers to help sus-

tain them, and when taxpayers find themselves
in the difficult position that if they don’t pro-
vide help that the entire system could come
down on top of our heads, that is the height of
irresponsibility. It is shameful.

And part of what we’re going to need is for
the folks on Wall Street who are asking for
help to show some restraint and show some
discipline and show some sense of responsibil-
ity. The American people understand that
we’ve got a big hole that we’ve got to dig our-
selves out of, but they don’t like the idea that
people are digging a bigger hole even as
they’re being asked to fill it up.

And so we’re going to be having conversa-
tions as this process moves forward directly
with these folks on Wall Street to underscore
that they have to start acting in a more respon-
sible fashion if we are to, together, get this
economy rolling again. There will be time for
them to make profits, and there will be time
for them to get bonuses; now is not that time.
And that’s a message that I intend to send di-
rectly to them, I expect Secretary Geithner to
send to them—and Secretary Geithner already
had to pull back one institution that had gone
forward with a multimillion dollar jet plane
purchase at the same time as they’re receiving
TARP money. We shouldn’t have to do that
because they should know better. And we will
continue to send that message loud and clear.

Having said that, I am confident that with
the recovery package moving through the
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House and through the Senate, with the excel-
lent work that’s already been done by Secretary
Geithner in consultation with Larry Summers
and Paul Volcker and other individuals, that we
are going to be able to set up a regulatory
framework that rights the ship and that gets us
moving again. And I know the American people
are eager to get moving again. They want to
work. They are serious about their responsibili-
ties. I am too, in this White House, and I hope
that the folks on Wall Street are going to be
thinking in the same way.

All right. Thank you, guys.

Super Bowl XLIII

Q. The Steelers or Cardinals, sir?
The President. I have to say, you know, I wish

the Cardinals the best. Kurt Warner is a great
story, and he’s closer to my age than anybody
else on the field, but I am a long-time Steelers
fan. Mr. Rooney, the owner, was just an extraor-
dinary supporter during the course of the cam-

paign. Franco Harris was campaigning for me
in Pittsburgh. So——

Vice President Joe Biden. Coach signed up
with you too. He’s—[inaudible].

The President. Right, Coach Tomlin was a
supporter. So I—you know, I wish the best to
the Cardinals. They’ve been long suffering; it’s
a great Cinderella story. But other than the
Bears, the Steelers are probably the team that’s
closest to my heart.

All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of the Treasury Timo-
thy F. Geithner; Lawrence H. Summers, Direc-
tor, National Economic Council; Paul A. Volck-
er, Chairman, President’s Economic Recovery
Advisory Board; Kurt Warner, quarterback, Ari-
zona Cardinals; Daniel M. Rooney, chairman,
Franco Harris, former running back, and Mike
Tomlin, head coach, Pittsburgh Steelers.

Statement on Former Governor Rod Blagojevich of Illinois
January 29, 2009

Today ends a painful episode for Illinois. For
months, the State had been crippled by a crisis
of leadership. Now that cloud has lifted. I wish
Governor Quinn the best and pledge my full co-
operation as he undertakes his new responsibili-
ties.

NOTE: The statement referred to Gov. Patrick
J. Quinn of Illinois, who assumed the office of
Governor upon former Governor Rod Blagojev-
ich’s conviction on Articles of Impeachment by
the Illinois State senate.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Health Care Legislation
January 29, 2009

As the worsening economy causes families to
lose their jobs and health insurance, it is vital
that we redouble our efforts to ensure that ev-
ery child in America has access to affordable
health care. That is why I am pleased that the
Senate has joined the House in passing biparti-
san legislation to provide health insurance to
children whose families have been hurt most by

this downturn. Providing health care to more
than 10 million children through the Children’s
Health Insurance Program will serve as a down
payment on my commitment to ensure that ev-
ery American has access to quality, affordable
health care.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 2.
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Remarks on Signing Executive Orders Regarding Labor and a Memorandum
Creating the Middle Class Working Families Task Force
January 30, 2009

Thank you for joining us today. It is a privi-
lege to be among this diverse group represent-
ing labor unions and non-for-profit organiza-
tions and advocates for our business communi-
ty. And I am pleased to be here with our out-
standing Vice President, Joe Biden. I see some
of my colleagues—got some Senators here; we
got a Governor, at least one of them I see over
here; Members of Congress; and a lot of good
friends and Cabinet members. So this is an
outstanding gathering.

Today we learned that our economy shrank
in the last 3 months of 2008 by 3.8 percent.
That’s the worst contraction in close to three
decades. This isn’t just an economic concept,
this is a continuing disaster for America’s
working families. As worrying as these num-
bers are, it’s what they mean for the American
people that really matters and that’s so alarm-
ing: families making fewer purchases; busi-
nesses making fewer investments; employers
sustaining fewer jobs.

The recession is deepening and the urgency
of our economic crisis is growing. Yesterday,
we reached a new threshold: the highest num-
ber of Americans receiving unemployment
benefits on record. Every day it seems there’s
another round of layoffs, another round of jobs
lost, and families’ lives turned upside down.
And we lost 2.6 million jobs last year, and an-
other 2.8 million people who need and want
full-time work had to settle for part-time em-
ployment. So this is a difficult moment.

But I believe if we act boldly and swiftly it
can be an American moment, when we work
through our differences together and over-
come our divisions to face this crisis. While
our GDP may have grown smaller, it’s undi-
minished when it comes to our innovative spir-
it, our work ethic, our values, and our resolve
and resilience as Americans.

For 2 years I traveled across this country. I
met thousands of people, hard-working, mid-
dle-class Americans who shared with me their
hopes and their hardships. These are the men
and the women who form the backbone of our

economy, the most productive workers in the
world. They do their jobs. They build the
products and provide the services that drive
America’s prosperity.

And these are the folks who approached me
on the campaign trail, in union halls, in church
basements, and coffee shops and VFW halls
and shop floors, and they told me about jobs
lost and homes foreclosed, hours cut and ben-
efits slashed, the costs of life slowly slipping
away and chipping away at the hopes of afford-
ing college or a new home or retirement. It’s
like the American Dream in reverse. These are
the families who have, by no fault of their own,
been hit hardest as the economy has wors-
ened.

They need action now. They need us to pass
the American recovery and reinvestment plan,
a plan that will save or create more than 3 mil-
lion jobs over the next few years and make in-
vestments that will serve our economy for
years to come. We intend to double our capac-
ity to generate renewable energy while redou-
bling our efforts to use energy more efficient-
ly. We will rebuild crumbling roads and retro-
fit aging transit systems and renovate 10,000
schools for our children, and we’ll bring health
care into the 21st century by computerizing
medical records, counting—saving countless
lives and billions of dollars.

I’m pleased that the House has acted with
the urgency necessary in passing this plan. I
hope we can strengthen it further in the Sen-
ate. What we can’t do is drag our feet or delay
much longer. The American people expect us
to act, and that’s exactly what I intend to do as
President of the United States.

But passing my plan is not the end, it’s just
the beginning of what we have to do. We know
we need to create jobs, but not just any jobs.
We need to create jobs that sustain families
and sustain dreams, jobs in new and growing
industries, jobs that don’t feel like a dead end
but a way forward and a way up, jobs that will
foster a vibrant and growing middle class, be-
cause the strength of our economy can be
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measured directly by the strength of our middle
class. And that’s why I’ve created the Task
Force on Middle Class Working Families, and
why I’ve asked my Vice President, Joe Biden, to
lead it.

There’s no one who brings to bear the same
combination of personal experience and sub-
stantive expertise. Joe has come a long way and
has achieved a great deal, but he has never for-
gotten his roots as a working-class kid from
Scranton, Pennsylvania. He has lived the Amer-
ican Dream, and lived and worked to make that
dream a reality for others.

This task force will bring together my eco-
nomic advisers and members of my Cabinet to
focus on policies that will really benefit the mid-
dle class, policies to create jobs that pay well
and provide a chance to save, to create jobs in
growing fields and train workers to fill them, to
ensure that workplaces are safe and fair as well
as flexible for employees juggling the demands
of work and family.

And I think I should note that when I talk
about the middle class, I’m talking about folks
who are currently on the middle class, but also
people who aspire to be in the middle class.
We’re not forgetting the poor. They are going to
be front and center, because they too share our
American Dream. And we’re going to make
sure that they can get a piece of that American
Dream if they’re willing to work for it.

I also believe that we have to reverse many of
the policies towards organized labor that we’ve
seen these last 8 years, policies with which I’ve
sharply disagreed. I do not view the labor move-
ment as part of the problem, to me it’s part of
the solution. We need to level the playing field
for workers and the unions that represent their
interests, because we know that you cannot
have a strong middle class without a strong la-
bor movement. We know that strong, vibrant,
growing unions can exist side by side with
strong, vibrant, and growing businesses. This
isn’t a either/or proposition between the inter-
ests of workers and the interests of sharehold-
ers, that’s the old argument. The new argument
is that the American economy is not and has
never been a zero-sum game. When workers
are prospering, they buy products that make
businesses prosper. We can be competitive and

lean and mean and still create a situation where
workers are thriving in this country.

So I’m going to be signing three Executive
orders designed to ensure that Federal con-
tracts serve taxpayers efficiently and effectively.
One of these orders is going to prevent taxpayer
dollars from going to reimburse Federal con-
tractors who spend money trying to influence
the formation of unions. We will also require
that Federal contractors inform their employ-
ees of their rights under the National Labor Re-
lations Act. Federal labor laws encourage col-
lective bargaining, and employees should know
their rights to avoid disruption of Federal con-
tracts.

And I’m issuing an order so that qualified
employees will be able to keep their jobs even
when a contract changes hands. We shouldn’t
deprive the Government of these workers who
have so much experience in making govern-
ment work.

We need to keep our energy focused and our
eyes fixed on the real measure of our prosperity,
the success of folks that Joe and I have met
across this country who are working hard each
and every day. I’m eager to see this task force in
action. I’m eager to discuss its findings with Joe
Biden. And working with the people in this
room, I intend to get this economy on track, to
create the jobs of the future, and to make sure
that the American people can achieve their
dreams, not just for themselves, but for their
children.

So with that, let me introduce our Chair of
our middle class task force, my Vice President
and the pride of Delaware—[laughter]—Joe
Biden.

[At this point, Vice President Joe Biden made
brief remarks, and then the President signed the
Executive orders and memorandum.]

I’m getting good at this. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-
so included the remarks of Vice President
Biden. The related Executive orders and mem-
orandum are listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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The President’s Weekly Address
January 31, 2009

This morning I’d like to talk about some
good news and some bad news as we confront
our economic crisis.

The bad news is well known to Americans
across our country as we continue to struggle
through unprecedented economic turmoil.
Yesterday we learned that our economy shrank
by nearly 4 percent from October through De-
cember. That decline was the largest in over a
quarter century, and it underscores the seri-
ousness of the economic crisis that my admin-
istration found when we took office.

Already the slowdown has cost us tens of
thousands of jobs in January alone. And the
picture is likely to get worse before it gets bet-
ter.

Make no mistake, these are not just num-
bers. Behind every statistic there’s a story.
Many Americans have seen their lives turned
upside down. Families have been forced to
make painful choices. Parents are struggling to
pay the bills. Patients can’t afford care. Stu-
dents can’t keep pace with tuition. And work-
ers don’t know whether their retirement will
be dignified and secure.

The good news is that we are moving for-
ward with a sense of urgency equal to the chal-
lenge. This week, the House passed the Amer-
ican recovery and reinvestment plan, which
will save or create more than 3 million jobs
over the next few years. It puts a tax cut into
the pockets of working families and places a
downpayment on America’s future by invest-
ing in energy independence and education, af-
fordable health care, and American infrastruc-
ture.

Now this recovery plan moves to the Sen-
ate. I will continue working with both parties
so that the strongest possible bill gets to my
desk. With the stakes so high we simply cannot
afford the same old gridlock and partisan pos-
turing in Washington. It’s time to move in a
new direction.

Americans know that our economic recov-
ery will take years, not months. But they will
have little patience if we allow politics to get in
the way of action, and our economy continues

to slide. That’s why I am calling on the Senate
to pass this plan, so that we can put people
back to work and begin the long, hard work of
lifting our economy out of this crisis. No one
bill, no matter how comprehensive, can cure
what ails our economy. So just as we jump-
start job creation, we must also ensure that
markets are stable, credit is flowing, and fami-
lies can stay in their homes.

Last year, Congress passed a plan to rescue
the financial system. While the package
helped avoid a financial collapse, many are
frustrated by the results, and rightfully so. Too
often taxpayer dollars have been spent without
transparency or accountability. Banks have
been extended a hand, but homeowners, stu-
dents, and small businesses that need loans
have been left to fend on their own.

And adding to this outrage, we learned this
week that even as they petitioned for taxpayer
assistance, Wall Street firms shamefully paid
out nearly $20 billion in bonuses for 2008.
While I’m committed to doing what it takes to
maintain the flow of credit, the American peo-
ple will not excuse or tolerate such arrogance
and greed. The road to recovery demands that
we all act responsibly, from Main Street to
Washington to Wall Street.

Soon my Treasury Secretary, Tim Geithner,
will announce a new strategy for reviving our
financial system that gets credit flowing to
businesses and families. We’ll help lower
mortgage costs and extend loans to small busi-
nesses so they can create jobs. We’ll ensure
that CEOs are not draining funds that should
be advancing our recovery. And we will insist
on unprecedented transparency, rigorous
oversight, and clear accountability, so taxpay-
ers know how their money is being spent and
whether it is achieving results.

Rarely in history has our country faced
economic problems as devastating as this
crisis. But the strength of the American people
compels us to come together. The road ahead
will be long, but I promise you that every day
that I go to work in the Oval Office, I carry
with me your stories, and my administration is
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dedicated to alleviating your struggles and
advancing your dreams. You are calling for
action. Now is the time for those of us in
Washington to live up to our responsibilities.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:15 p.m. on January 30 in the Library at

the White House for broadcast on January 31.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 30 but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on January
31.

Statement on Provincial Elections in Iraq
January 31, 2009

I congratulate the people of Iraq on holding
significant Provincial elections today. Millions
of Iraqi citizens from every ethnic and religious
group went peacefully to the polls across the
country to choose new Provincial councils. It is
important that the councils get seated, select
new governors, and begin work on behalf of the
Iraqi people who elected them.

The elections were managed and organized
by the Iraqi Government with vital assistance
from the United Nations Assistance Mission to

Iraq. Iraqi police and military forces helped se-
cure the polling sites and protected voters as
they cast their ballots. This important step for-
ward should continue the process of Iraqis tak-
ing responsibility for their future. 

The United States is proud to have provided
technical assistance, along with the United Na-
tions and other international organizations, to
Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commis-
sion, which performed professionally under dif-
ficult circumstances.

Interview With Matt Lauer of NBC’s “Today”
February 1, 2009

The President’s Mother-in-Law

Mr. Lauer. We’re here in the Map Room at
the White House with the 44th President of the
United States. President Obama, it’s great to be
with you. How you doing?

The President. I’m doing great, Matt, thank
you.

Mr. Lauer. So you’ve been President 12 days.
So let me ask the question that’s on everyone’s
mind right now: How’s it going living with your
mother-in-law? [Laughter]

The President. Fortunately, I love my moth-
er-in-law and——

Mr. Lauer. I’m just asking. I’m not trying to
start trouble.

The President. She is actually—she defends
me whenever I screw up. So, Michelle, you
know, she’s about to come down hard, my
mother-in-law comes in, intercedes so——

Mr. Lauer. Everything’s copacetic.
The President. The longer she stays, the bet-

ter off I’m going to be.

The First Family’s Transition to Life in the
White House

Mr. Lauer. I was driving over here, Mr. Pres-
ident; I was thinking about this enormous tran-
sition that you’ve been through taking on the
reins as Commander in Chief, Mrs. Obama be-
coming the First Lady. But you’ve got a daugh-
ter, 10, and a daughter, 7, and this is a huge
game-changer for them as well. How are they
doing?

The President. You know, they—I said this, I
think, in an earlier interview—people think I’m
cool; nobody is cooler than my two girls. They
just seem to take whatever comes with, you
know, happiness and steadiness. And they’re
loving school, they’re making friends—in fact,
they’ve got some friends from school over to-
day—and they’ve already joined some clubs.
And Sasha, you know, I think maybe to endear
myself to her, she decided she wanted to join a
basketball team, so what more could I want?
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Mr. Lauer. Are you getting to take part in
some of the routines? I was thinking, you’ve
been on the road basically for 2 years, al-
though you got home a lot. Now, you’re all un-
der the same room, basically, for 12 days. Are
you there for breakfast? Do you get to read
them a story at night, tuck them in bed? How’s
it going?

The President. It’s the best deal of this
whole thing, is it turns out I’ve got this nice
home office. And at the end of the day, I can
come home—even if I’ve got more work to
do—I can have dinner with them; I can help
them with their homework; I can tuck them in.
If I’ve got to go back to the office, I can. But
I’m seeing them now more than any time in
the last 2 years, and that’s been great for the
whole family.

The President’s First Days in Office

Mr. Lauer. President Bush said in his last
press conference here at the White House, he
said he wasn’t sure when it would happen for
you, but there would be a moment, perhaps in
the Oval Office, when you would stop and re-
alize, I am the President of the United States.
I’m curious, have you had that moment?

The President. There have been a couple of
times, some wonderful, some sobering. When-
ever you take that walk down the Colonnade
and you go to the Oval Office, I do think you
get this sense of the history that you’re now a
part of. Some sobering moments: having to
sign letters for troops who have died and send-
ing letters to their families, where you realize
every decision you make counts, and you don’t
have time to spend a lot of time on inconse-
quential stuff. You’ve got to focus on, at this
point, putting people back to work, but also re-
minding yourselves that you’ve got hundreds
of thousands of people around the world who
are putting themselves in harm’s way, and
you’re the Commander in Chief.

Global Terrorism/U.S. Armed Forces

Mr. Lauer. You talk about sobering mo-
ments. Even as a Senator and member of the
Foreign Relations Committee you were get-
ting intelligence briefings, on the campaign

trail also, and during the transition. But now,
from what I understand, every day you go
down there and there’s that intelligence brief-
ing on your desk, and it’s got to contain some
pretty sobering stuff.

There are millions, tens of millions of peo-
ple watching this broadcast right now, Mr.
President. If they were to have access to the
same information you have now on a daily ba-
sis, how much less sleep would we all be get-
ting?

The President. Here’s what I think is impor-
tant for everybody to understand: We’ve got
real threats, and we have to remain vigilant,
but the quality of our Armed Forces has never
been better. When you meet the people who
are charged with keeping America safe, it gives
you enormous confidence. They are on the
case day in, day out, with extraordinary profes-
sionalism. But there is no doubt that we have
to make sure that we don’t let up, because
there are people who would be willing to do us
harm.

U.S. Troop Withdrawal From Iraq/Afghanistan

Mr. Lauer. Let’s talk about some of those
men and women who are serving this country
overseas in Afghanistan, other locations, in
Iraq. And I’m sure they’re watching today; it’s
a big event for the Armed Services. And a lot
of those people have a vested interest in one of
your campaign promises to end this war and
get them home as soon—within 16 months or
so—as humanly possible.

So when you look at them, can you say that
a substantial number of them will be home in
time for next Super Bowl Sunday?

The President. Yes. I mean, we’re going to
roll out in a very formal fashion what our in-
tentions are in Iraq, as well as Afghanistan.
But in conversations that I’ve had with the
Joint Chiefs, with people—the commanders
on the ground, I think that we have a sense,
now that the Iraqis just had a very significant
election, with no significant violence there,
that we are in a position to start putting more
responsibility on the Iraqis, and that’s good
news for not only the troops in the field, but
their families who are carrying an enormous
burden.
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National Economy

Mr. Lauer. The economy, I mean, people are
going to watch this game today; they’re going to
blow off some steam; they’re going to have a
good time. But a lot of them are going to go to
bed, they’re going to wake up tomorrow morn-
ing, and the worry is going to start again.
They’re going to worry about losing their jobs
and their homes and putting their kids through
school and making ends meet.

How much worse is the economy going to
get, Mr. President, before it gets better?

The President. Well, I think we’re going to be
in for a tough several months. We’ve got to get
this economic recovery plan passed. We’ve got
to start putting people back to work. We’re go-
ing to have to straighten out the credit markets
and make sure that credit is flowing to business-
es and individuals so that they can start invest-
ing and hiring people again.

And, you know, as soon as Congress moves
forward on the recovery plan, we are going to
be also releasing our plan for the financial sec-
tor and regulating the financial sector. I have
confidence we’re going to be able to get the
economy back on track, but it’s going to take a
number of months before we stop falling, and
then a little bit longer for us to get back on
track.

Economic Stabilization Legislation

Mr. Lauer. And when it comes to the stimu-
lus plan, the House passed its version last week,
but without one Republican vote. That disap-
pointed a lot of people. The Senate takes up
their version of the measure starting tomorrow.
How important is gaining some more Republi-
can support for that? How big a test of your
leadership at this early stage of your Presiden-
cy?

The President. Well, look, the important
thing is getting the thing passed. And I’ve done
extraordinary outreach, I think, to Republicans,
because they have some good ideas, and I want
to make sure that those ideas are incorporated.

I am confident that by the time we actually
have the final package on the floor that we are
going to see substantial support. And people are
going to say: this is a serious effort; it has no ear-

marks. We’re going to be trimming out things
that are not relevant to putting people back to
work right now.

Mr. Lauer. Can you predict a number of Re-
publican votes——

The President. No, of course not.
Mr. Lauer. You wouldn’t do that? 
The President. No, I wouldn’t. But I’m confi-

dent that—look, I think that the House Demo-
crats actually adopted a number of ideas that
the House Republicans had offered. Obviously,
the House Republicans wanted to make a state-
ment. Now it moves to the Senate. We’ve got
535 people who feel it’s their responsibility to
represent their constituents and make their
voices heard.

So this is—democracy is always a somewhat
messy process. But the thing I want all of them
to remember, and the thing I’m thinking about
every single day, is the thousands of people who
are being laid off of their jobs right now. They
can’t afford politics as usual, and old habits are
hard to break, but now is the time to break
them because we’ve got an urgent situation.

Bowl Championship Series/2008 BCS National
Champion University of Florida Gators

Mr. Lauer. Let’s lighten up a little bit. Let’s
move towards sports, okay? You came out and
you said, “Look, in college football I’m not crazy
about the current system for determining a na-
tional champion.”

The President. This is true.
Mr. Lauer. “I’d rather see a playoff system

like in professional baseball or professional
football.”

So will you look into the camera right now
and talk to the people of Florida and their 27
electoral votes, and tell them that the Gators
are not the national champions of football?

The President. Where’s the camera, right
here?

Mr. Lauer. There you go.
The President. Congratulations, Gators, on

an outstanding season. Tebow is great.
Wouldn’t you feel better if you had beat every
team that was out there through a playoff sys-
tem?

Mr. Lauer. Twenty-seven electoral votes.
[Laughter]
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The President. I love you. I think they could
have taken on anybody through the playoff
system. By the way, one of our Secret Service
guys, his son is a tackle on the Florida Gators,
so, you know, I’ve got soft spot for the Gators.

Mr. Lauer. You’ve got a connection.
The President. Absolutely.

Super Bowl XLIII

Mr. Lauer. Let’s talk about this game today.
You came out—and most Presidents don’t
pick a team—you came right out and you said,
“Look, I know the Rooneys. They’ve been
good friends of mine; they endorsed me.” I
think you got the AFC championship ball——

The President. I did.
Mr. Lauer. So you said, “Other than my

dear Bears, they’re closest to my heart.” But
I’m having a hard time understanding how
you, of all people, wouldn’t associate with the
Cardinals.

The President. Underdog——
Mr. Lauer. I mean, it is a Cinderella story.

The team that came from nowhere to the big
game, the audacity of hope.

The President. Not to mention the fact that
Kurt Warner is close to my age. [Laughter]

Mr. Lauer. Right, exactly. How can you turn
your back on the Cardinals?

The President. I love Kurt Warner’s story. I
love—Larry Fitzgerald seems like just a won-
derful young man. It’s a great story. But
Rooney didn’t just endorse me; that guy was
out going to steel plants campaigning for me.
Franco Harris was out waving towels at my ral-
lies. 

Mr. Lauer. Do you have a Terrible Towel in
the other room?

The President. I do, actually, so—— 
Mr. Lauer. Are you going to be waving

them at the party?
The President. I’m not going to be rubbing

it in. We’ve got some Arizona Congressmen
here, and I may need their vote on the recov-
ery package. [Laughter]

Mr. Lauer. Give me a score. What’s the
score going to be in this game?

The President. You know, it’s tough to pre-
dict, but I think the Steelers are going to eke it
out in a close one.

Super Bowl XLII

Mr. Lauer. All right. Well, last year, you
predicted the Patriots over my Giants. I don’t
have a question here; I just wanted to rub that
in a little bit. [Laughter]

The President. Well, I’m still wondering
how the guy made that catch.

Mr. Lauer. The Hail Mary?
The President. He has some Stickum on his

helmet.
Mr. Lauer. David Tyree.
The President. He had Stickum on his hel-

met.
Mr. Lauer. They just dissected that play in

about a 5-minute segment on the show.
The President. It was one of the greatest

plays in pro football history.

The President’s BlackBerry

Mr. Lauer. Let’s talk about the BlackBerry,
all right? You got to keep it.

The President. I did.
Mr. Lauer. Can I see it? Do you have it?
The President. You know, I didn’t bring it

down here.
Mr. Lauer. No?
The President. No, it’s like Inspector Gad-

get; you know, the—if you touched it, it might
blow up.

Mr. Lauer. I kind of envision that it’s like Q
in the James Bond. Did they give you, like, fin-
gerprint recognition technology or something?

The President. The works. The works. It
turns into a car if I have to make a quick get-
away. [Laughter]

Mr. Lauer. How many people have that e-
mail address?

The President. A handful. Look, there are
security issues involved, and so we’ve got to
make sure that I’m not creating a situation
where, you know, potentially people can com-
prise our system somehow.

Mr. Lauer. But, like, world leaders, can they
contact you on that BlackBerry?

The President. Typically, world leaders are
going to be contacting me through the Oval
Office. They know how to reach me there.

Mr. Lauer. Sasha and Malia?
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The President. Sasha and Malia can always
contact me.

Mr. Lauer. Oprah?
The President. Well—— 
Mr. Lauer. Maybe. You’re not going to hook

me up, are you?
The President. Matt, do you want one?
Mr. Lauer. No, I want your e-mail address.

[Laughter] I want to communicate with you
during the game.

The President. I like your son; I might give it
to him. I’m not going to give it to you. Jack, he
might get one.

Mr. Lauer. Jack, give it to your papa, okay?
[Laughter]

The President’s Public Image

Mr. Lauer. Let me end on some—not only
did you just become President, obviously, that
carries a certain amount of fame with it. But
you have achieved a certain rock star status out-
side of that. 

The President. Outside of my house. [Laugh-
ter]

Mr. Lauer. Well, let me show you. This is the
current issue of US Weekly, and here’s a great
picture of——

The President. Oh, it’s a beautiful——
Mr. Lauer. ——you and Michelle and your

daughters. The reason I bring this up—I think
it’s funny—it’s a great picture. But I want to
show you the cover. Look what they did: they
took you off the cover; they cut you out of it.

The President. Yes, it’s a little hurtful.
Mr. Lauer. You got replaced by Jessica Simp-

son.
The President. Yes, who is in a weight battle,

apparently. [Laughter] Yes, oh, well.

The President’s Message to the American People

Mr. Lauer. What would you like to say to the
tens of millions of people who are watching this
game today?

The President. Well, listen, have a wonderful
time. The Super Bowl is one of the finest Amer-
ican traditions. I want to give a special shout-
out to our troops overseas who are going to be

watching this, because you allow not just this
game to take place, but our liberties to be pre-
served, and we’re very grateful to you.

Mr. Lauer. President Obama, it’s a pleasure.
Thanks for welcoming us to the White House.
Enjoy the game.

The President. Have a great time.
Mr. Lauer. Thank you. We certainly will.
The President. I’ll see if I have to eat my

words again next year.
Mr. Lauer. We’ll see; we’ll call you tomor-

row, okay? I’ll e-mail you. [Laughter]

[At this point, there was a break in the inter-
view, and then it resumed as follows.]

Bipartisanship in Government

Mr. Lauer. You talked a lot during the cam-
paign and in your Inaugural Address about bi-
partisanship, getting people to work together,
about unity. And then people watched this vote
on the stimulus package in the House, and they
saw that not one Republican voted for it. What
would you say to the people who were watching
that speech of yours at home and maybe the 2
million people who were freezing out there on
the Mall, who were saying, “You know what, we
thought we could change, and maybe we were
naive”?

The President. Oh, listen, it’s only been 10
days. People have to recognize that it’s going to
take some time for trust to be built not only be-
tween Democrats and Republicans, but be-
tween Congress and the White House, between
the House and the Senate. You know, we’ve had
a dysfunctional political system for a while now.
And the fact that we have been able to move
what is by all accounts a historic piece of legisla-
tion through this quickly, and that the Senate is
having a serious debate about it, and we still ex-
pect it to be on my desk for signature before
President’s Day, is quite an achievement. But
it’s going to take time for people to start getting
used to the fact that we don’t have to score po-
litical points on every issue. Once in a while, we
can take the politics out of it and just focus on
getting the job done for the American people.
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National Economy/Economic Stabilization
Legislation

Mr. Lauer. You were pretty agitated this
past week when the news broke of these Wall
Street bonuses paid out in 2008, even as some
of the firms that paid them out had their hands
out looking for Federal assistance. And is
there some—is there an audit underway right
now, or can there be an audit that takes place
to make sure that none of the taxpayers’ mon-
ies goes to anything but stabilizing these
firms?

The President. That’s what I’ve asked my
Treasury Secretary to do: to put together a
clear set of guidelines. If a bank or a financial
institution is getting relief, then they’ve got to
abide by certain conditions. Now, as I said
when I blew off a little steam in the Oval Of-
fice, the American people don’t resent folks
for getting rich. That’s part of the American
way. But they do expect that you share in the
pain, and they do expect that if taxpayers are
having to pony up the bill, then these folks are
going to show some restraint. Obviously,
they’re not doing it on their own. We’re going
to have to make sure that it’s part of the pack-
age that we put forward in terms of how we
spend money in the future.

Mr. Lauer. Well, we’ve seen some crazy ex-
amples; I mean, when the auto executives ar-
rived in Washington for those hearings in Con-
gress in those private jets, these bonuses. The
American people might worry that the bailout,
you know, could be off course, because if the
money is going to people who simply are out
of touch, it’s not a confidence builder.

The President. Right. Well, and that’s why
it’s my job as President and Congress’s job to
make sure that there are some rules of the
road that people are going to abide by, and
that we’ve got transparency and accountability,
that this stuff is being posted. And one of the
things that we’re going to do is put together an
independent board on the recovery pack-
age——

Mr. Lauer. Right.
The President. ——that actually looks at

these programs and the money before it goes

out the door. Nothing is worse than finding
out after the fact——

Mr. Lauer. When it’s too late——
The President. ——when it’s too late that

money has been wasted. We’re going to make
sure that on the front end, this stuff has been
evaluated.

Mr. Lauer. It’s hard to estimate because
there are so many different numbers going
around there, Mr. President, but it seems like
somewhere in the neighborhood of $300 to
$350 billion in TARP money has already gone
out and been spent. And you’re hearing more
and more people saying, it’s going to take
much, much more. I’m curious, though, have
you heard anyone credible be able to put a real
figure on how much it’s going to take to fix
this, and, B, who can say, “And this money will
work; it will fix the economy”?

The President. Here’s what I’ve heard from
a range of economists across the political spec-
trum. The banks, because of mismanagement,
because of huge risk-taking, are now in very
vulnerable positions. We can expect that we’re
going to have to do more to shore up the finan-
cial system. We also are going to have to make
sure that we set up financial regulations so that
not only does this never happen again, but you
start having some sort of trust in how the cred-
it markets work again.

Mr. Lauer. Right.
The President. So all that’s going to have to

happen on parallel tracks. How much it’s go-
ing to end up costing taxpayers is going to de-
pend in part on how well we manage the pro-
cess, how well we are overseeing the spending.
And that’s why I’ve said before we put out
more money, what we want to do is set up very
clear guidelines. That’s the charge of my Trea-
sury Secretary, Tim Geithner; that’s the
charge that Larry Summers, my national eco-
nomic adviser, has. And I do have confidence
that we’re going to be able to get it right, but
it’s not going to be overnight, and there’s no
silver bullets to this. The fact of the matter is,
is that we are suffering from a massive hang-
over from a binge of risk-taking.

Mr. Lauer. And it’s still getting worse.
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The President. And that’s still getting worse.
And it’s going to take some time for us to be
able to dig ourselves out of this hole.

Mr. Lauer. One of those parallel tracks you
talked about—are you planning in the near fu-
ture to announce an idea that will buy up the
toxic debt from the balance sheets of these
banks with perhaps a so-called bad bank, similar
to what happened with the savings and loan cri-
sis? And if so, what do you think that could
cost? Because Chuck Schumer came out and
said, since we don’t really know what those
debts are worth, this could cost $4 trillion.

The President. No, it’s a—we’re not going to
be spending $4 trillion worth of taxpayer mon-
ey. It’s conceivable that we have more—not on-
ly is it conceivable, it is likely that the banks
have not fully acknowledged all the losses that
they’re going to experience. They’re going to
have to write down those losses, and some
banks won’t make it. Other banks are going to
make sure that we strengthen. All deposits are
going to be safe for ordinary people, but we’re
going to have to wring out some of these bad as-
sets and——

Mr. Lauer. Are you going to set up a “bad
bank” or whatever it would be called?

The President. Well, look, I don’t want to
preempt an announcement next week. And
there’s a lot of technical aspects to it, and if I say
that we’re doing one thing, then the markets
might interpret it differently from what it ends
up being. But the basic principle: that we’re go-
ing to have to see some of this debt written
down; that the Government is going to have to
support some banks; that others that are not vi-
able—essentially, that we’re going to have to do
something with those assets.

You know, that’s all going to be part of a
overall plan that not only strengthens the credit
markets, but more importantly, puts people
back to work, because that’s what people are ex-
periencing right now. They’re seeing their jobs
lost every single day. Their neighbors, friends,
or, you know, coworkers are losing their jobs.
And what they want to know is, is that Congress
and the White House has a single-minded focus
on making sure that people can be put back to
work.

Mr. Lauer. Let me ask you about a exit strat-
egy, and I’m not talking about in Iraq here, al-
though there’s been a lot of talk about that. But
do you have an exit strategy for this bailout? In
other words, at some point will you say, “Wait a
minute, we’ve spent this amount of money;
we’re not seeing the results; we’ve got to change
course dramatically.” Is there that kind of strat-
egy in place?

The President. Well, if we are doing things
properly then what you’ll start seeing is slowly
trust get rebuilt, banks’ balance sheets will start
to strengthen; they’ll start lending to each oth-
er; they’ll start lending to companies; they’ll
start lending to small businesses. There will be
some institutions that continue to be weak, and
we’re going to have to do something with them.
Over time, as the market confidence is restored,
then what we can do is start getting rid of some
of these assets, some of the stock the taxpayers
now have in some of these companies start be-
ing worth more. We sell them off to private par-
ties, and taxpayers can recoup that money.

So you know, it’s going to have to happen in
stages. The key thing, I think, for the public
right now is they have to know that I’m going to
be spending all my time making sure that their
money is not wasted, because I’m going to be,
ultimately, accountable. Look, I’m at the start
of my administration. One nice thing about the
situation I find myself in is that I will be held
accountable. You know, I’ve got 4 years
and——

Mr. Lauer. You’re going to know quickly how
people feel about what’s happened.

The President. That’s exactly right. And, you
know, a year from now, I think people are going
to see that we’re starting to make some prog-
ress, but there’s still going to be some pain out
there. If I don’t have this done in 3 years, then
there’s going to be a one-term proposition. And
I welcome that responsibility, because I think
now’s the time for us to start shifting and think-
ing about long-term economic growth.

Guantanamo Bay Detention Facility Closure

Mr. Lauer. Let me go on quickly if I can to
some other subjects. You signed an Executive
order in your first week that says you’ll close the
military detention center at Guantanamo within
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a year. So the clock is ticking. And already
you’ve heard the criticism that you don’t know
what you’re going to do with the 245 prisoners
being held there. Peter Hoekstra, the top Re-
publican on the House Intelligence Commit-
tee, said the decision to close Guantanamo by
a year from now “places hope ahead of reality.
It sets an objective without a plan to get
there.”

The President. Let me say this. We had a
long campaign between myself and John Mc-
Cain. One thing we did not disagree on—in
fact, something that John McCain was as ada-
mant as I was, was that we needed to close
Guantanamo. It’s the right thing to do. Ulti-
mately, it will make us safer. You’ve already
seen in the reaction around the world a differ-
ent sense of America by us taking this action.

Now, is it going to be easy? No, because
we’ve got a couple of hundred of hardcore mil-
itants that, unfortunately, because of some
problems that we had previously in gathering
evidence, we may not be able to try in ordinary
courts, but we don’t want to release. How we
structure that is something that I’m going to
do carefully. Our lawyers are reviewing it. I
have absolute confidence that, ultimately,
we’re going to be able to find a mechanism,
with the cooperation of the international com-
munity, with the cooperation of some very
smart Republicans, like Lindsey Graham, a
former JAG who knows this stuff well. I have
confidence that we’re going to be able to find a
solution to this problem.

Guantanamo Bay Detainees

Mr. Lauer. Are you at all worried—and
some of these people may be released, the
ones that seem to be less of a threat. But if one
of those people that’s released goes back and
takes part in the planning of or carrying out of
an attack against U.S. interests, you’re going to
have a Willie Horton times 100 situation on
your hands. How are you going to deal with
that?

The President. Of course I’m worried about
it. Look, the—I have to make the very best
judgments I can make in terms of what’s going
to keep the American people safe, and is
what—what’s going to uphold our Constitu-

tion and our traditions of due process. And
what I’m convinced of is that we can balance
those interests in a way that makes all of us
proud, but also assures that we’re not attacked.

Now, can I guarantee—or can anybody
guarantee, for that matter—that some of the
people who have already been released—keep
in mind, I mean, the Bush administration re-
leased a whole bunch of folks out of Guantana-
mo, some of them have rejoined some of these
militant organizations—can we guarantee that
they’re not going to try to participate in anoth-
er attack? No.

But what I can guarantee is that if we don’t
uphold our Constitution and our values, that
over time that will make us less safe and that
will be a recruitment tool for organizations like
Al Qaida. That’s what I’ve got to keep my eye
on.

Military Operations and Troop Levels in Af-
ghanistan

Mr. Lauer. Let me ask you about Afghani-
stan. Defense Secretary Robert Gates said this
is going to be a long slog, and that it’s our
greatest military challenge. You’re going to
send 30,000 additional U.S. troops in there.
Can that make a difference in a country that’s
had 2,000 years of trouble and that’s been
called the “graveyard of empires”?

The President. Well, first of all, I haven’t de-
finitively authorized the 30,000 troops, al-
though planning has been done. And I think
that it is very important that we have enough
troops on the ground that we’re not putting
those who are already there at risk, and that
we can accomplish some core missions.

We are not going to be able to rebuild Af-
ghanistan into a Jeffersonian democracy.

Mr. Lauer. So what’s the mission there
now?

The President. What we can do is make sure
that Afghanistan is not a safe haven for Al
Qaida. What we can do is make sure that it is
not destabilizing neighboring Pakistan, which
has nuclear weapons. And that’s going to
require not only military efforts, but also
diplomatic efforts. It’s also going to require
development efforts in a coordinated fashion.
And that’s why I’ve asked the Joint Chiefs that
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have produced a review. David Petraeus is
reviewing the situation there. We assigned
Richard Holbrooke as a special envoy to the
region. They are all working together. They will
be presenting to me a plan. 

But the key is the point you made. We’ve got
to have a clear objective. And there’s been drift
in Afghanistan over the last couple of years.
That’s something that we intend to fix this year.

The President’s Security Detail

Mr. Lauer. Two last questions. One is about
security, not national security, but your own.
There was an article in the Washington Post
that some of the big donors who were invited to
some of your Inaugural functions were—I think
the word they used was “shocked” by how easy
it was to get access to you. And they expressed
concerns that not enough was being done to se-
cure you. First of all, just your opinion on that.

The President. I have complete confidence in
Secret Service. These guys and gals are unbe-
lievably professional, they know what they’re
doing, and I basically do what they tell me to
do. Now, sometimes I’m the first one to admit
that it chafes a little bit being inside this bubble.
It’s the hardest adjustment of being President,
not being able to just take a walk or——

Mr. Lauer. I watched you walk down the
halls a couple of times, and there’s someone in
front of you and someone behind you.

The President. That’s exactly right. So it’s
tough. But I have complete confidence in their
ability to keep me safe.

Peanut Butter Products Recall/Food and Drug
Administration

Mr. Lauer. Last question. There’s been a
massive peanut butter products recall in this
country over the last several weeks. Most of the
products track—trace to one plant down in
Georgia that has a bit of a history of sending out
products even though there have been traces of
Salmonella found.

The question—the obvious question people
want to know, is the FDA doing its job?

The President. Well, I think that the FDA has
not been able to catch some of these things as
quickly as I expect them to catch. And so we’re

going to be doing a complete review of FDA
operations. I don’t want to prejudge this partic-
ular case, but there have been enough instances
over the last several years, and at bare mini-
mum we should be able to count on our Gov-
ernment keeping our kids safe when they eat
peanut butter. That’s what Sasha——

Mr. Lauer. It seems a simple thing.
The President. That’s what Sasha eats for

lunch, probably three times a week. And I don’t
want to have to worry about whether she’s go-
ing to get sick as a consequence of having her
lunch.

So we are going to make sure that we retool
the FDA, that it is operating in a highly profes-
sional fashion, and most importantly, that we
prevent these things, as opposed to trying to
catch them after they’ve already occurred.

Mr. Lauer. I really appreciate your time.
The President. Thank you so much.
Mr. Lauer. Thank you.

[There was a break in the interview, and then it
resumed as follows.]

The First Family’s Transition to Life in the
White House

Mr. Lauer. Has there been any surprise in
terms of life in the White House? Is there
something that the White House has you didn’t
think they had or doesn’t have you thought they
did have?

The President. You know, the bowling alley
doesn’t seem to be improving my game.
[Laughter] That’s the one thing I’ve noticed.

Mr. Lauer. Have you used it?
The President. We did. We took the kids

down, and I wanted to use the bumpers, but
Michelle said that’s only——

Mr. Lauer. If it doesn’t work, you had the
gutters at least? That’s good. It’s good to know
you’re not cheating in bowling, good. [Laugh-
ter] You’re playing horse on the basketball
court.

The President. That’s right, playing horse on
the basketball court. There is a horseshoe pitch
out there, so I’m going to have to practice that a
little bit.

Mr. Lauer. After 12 days—it’s a minuscule
amount of time—are you and Mrs. Obama
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more or less confident that you can keep a real
sense of normalcy in the girls’ lives?

The President. You know, I think that we’re
going to be okay. Look, Malia is 10, so 3 years
from now, she’s 13. Who knows what happens
to teenagers.

Mr. Lauer. Right.
The President. But if there are a pair of kids

who can handle this weird fishbowl, it’s those
two. They’re just even keeled; they’re happy,
cheerful—the prettiest, respectful kids.

Mr. Lauer. You’re starting off from the right
place.

The President. That’s exactly right. And hav-
ing—this is where having the mother-in-law,
you know, who won’t take any guff from them,
really helps. So we feel pretty good about it.

Mr. Lauer. Well, we all wish you luck.
The President. Thank you so much.
Mr. Lauer. Go enjoy the game.
The President. Good.
Mr. Lauer. Thanks for your time. I really

appreciate it.

NOTE: The interview began taping at 5:07
p.m. in the Map Room at the White House for
later broadcast. In his remarks, the President
referred to his mother-in-law Marian Robin-
son; Tim Tebow, quarterback, University of
Florida Gators; Daniel M. Rooney, chairman,
Arthur J. Rooney II, president, and Franco
Harris, former running back, Pittsburgh Steel-
ers; Kurt Warner, quarterback, and Larry
Fitzgerald, Jr., wide receiver, Arizona Cardi-
nals; David Tyree, wide receiver, New York
Giants; Jack Lauer, son of Matt Lauer, host of
NBC’s “Today”; Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commander, U.S. Central Command;
and Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke, Spe-
cial Representative for Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. Mr. Lauer referred to entertainer Jessica
Simpson; Willie Horton, convicted felon and
subject of a 1988 political campaign advertise-
ment; and television personality and entrepre-
neur Oprah Winfrey. Portions of this interview
could not be verified because the audio was in-
complete.

Remarks Following a Meeting on Economic Stabilization Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 2, 2009

The President. Well, I want to thank Gover-
nor Douglas for being here. We met early on
during the transition period with all of the
Governors from across the country, and with
very few exceptions, I heard from Republicans
and Democrats the need for action—and swift
action—and that’s what we’ve been trying to
do in moving this package forward. 

And nobody understands this better than
Governors and mayors and county officials
who are seeing the devastating effects on the
ground of this contraction in the economy.
People are being laid off, and that means that
Governors like Jim are having to not only deal
with declining revenue, but increased social
services to provide support for people who are
unemployed as they’re seeking work.

And the recovery package that we are mov-
ing forward is designed to provide States re-

lief, to make sure that people who are laid off
from their jobs are still able to get unemploy-
ment insurance, are still able to get health
care, and that we are putting in place the infra-
structure of rebuilding roads, bridges, water-
ways, other projects at the State levels that al-
low us to put people back to work. And we
want to create or save 3 million jobs, and we
want to put the investments in place that are
going to ensure long-term economic growth.

So as Jim indicated, there are still some dif-
ferences between Democrats and Republicans
on the Hill, between the White House and
some of the products that’s been discussed on
the Hill. But what we can’t do is let very mod-
est differences get in the way of the overall
package moving forward swiftly.

And so I’m very gratified that Governor
Douglas, along with many Governors from
38



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Feb. 3
across the country, are going to be weighing in,
in these critical next few days. And we hope to
be able to get a bill to you in the next couple of
weeks so we can put America back to work and
start digging ourselves out of this deep hole that
we’re in.

So thank you so much for taking the time to
be here.

Governor James H. Douglas of Vermont.
Well, thank you, Mr. President.

The President. All right. Good. Thank you,
guys.

Health and Human Services Secretary-Desig-
nate Thomas A. Daschle

Q. Mr. President, do you stand behind Tom
Daschle? Do you still stand behind Tom Dasch-
le?

The President. Thank you. Absolutely. Thank
you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-
so included the remarks of Gov. Douglas.

Remarks on the Nomination of Senator Judd A. Gregg To Be Secretary of
Commerce 
February 3, 2009

Good morning, everybody. By now, our eco-
nomic crisis is well-known. Our economy is
shrinking. Unemployment rolls are growing.
Businesses and families can’t get credit, and
small businesses can’t secure the loans they
need to create jobs and get their products to
market. 

Now is the time for Washington to act with
the same sense of urgency that Americans all
across the country feel every single day. With
the stakes this high, we cannot afford to get
trapped in the same old partisan gridlock.
That’s why I’ve worked closely with leaders of
both parties on a recovery and reinvestment
plan that saves or creates more than 3 million
jobs over the next 2 years, cuts taxes for 95 per-
cent of American workers, and makes critical
investments in our future—in energy and edu-
cation, health care, and a 21st century infra-
structure.

We will act swiftly, and we will act wisely.
The vast majority of the investments in the plan
will be made within the next 18 months, imme-
diately creating jobs and helping States avoid
painful tax hikes and cuts to essential services.
And every dime of the spending will be made
available to the public on recovery.gov, so every
American can see where their tax dollars are go-
ing.

But as we act boldly and swiftly to shore up
our financial system and revitalize our econo-
my, we must also make sure that the underpin-

nings of that economy are sound; that our eco-
nomic infrastructure is rebuilt to handle the
traffic of the global economy; that our cutting-
edge science and technology remain the envy of
the world; that our policies promote the innova-
tive and competitive nature of this economy
and facilitate the incubation and commercial-
ization of our startups and small businesses, the
very engine of our job creation.

These are the tasks of the Commerce De-
partment. And I believe that Judd Gregg is the
right person to help guide the Department to-
wards these goals.

Judd discovered the family business at an
early age. His father, Hugh Gregg, was elected
the youngest Governor of New Hampshire
when judge—Judd was a boy. At a time when
the mills in Nashua closed down and folks were
laid off, he watched his dad work tirelessly to at-
tract new industry, the kind that created jobs
that carried with them a sense of dignity and
self-worth. Judd’s father even found the time to
publish a book titled “All I Learned About Poli-
tics,” and in keeping with his legendary sense of
humor, all of its pages were blank.

When the book is written about Judd Gregg,
it will tell the story of a man with his own proud
record of service on behalf of the American
people. As a businessman, attorney, State exec-
utive councilor, Congressman, Governor in his
own right, and now as a Senator, he’s seen from
all angles what makes our economy work for
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communities, businesses, and families, and
what keeps it from working better. As former
chairman of the Senate Budget Committee
and Committee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions, Judd has been involved in nearly
every facet of public policy. And as Commerce
Subcommittee chair on the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, he’s already quite familiar
with the Department I’ve chosen him to lead.

Judd is famous—or infamous, depending on
your perspective—on Capitol Hill for his strict
fiscal discipline. It’s not that he enjoys saying
“no,” although if it’s directed at your bill, you
might feel that way. It’s that he shares my
deep-seated commitment to guaranteeing that
our children inherit a future they can afford.

Now, clearly, Judd and I don’t agree on ev-
ery issue; most notably who should have won
the election. [Laughter] But we agree on the
urgent need to get American businesses and
families back on their feet. We see eye to eye
on conducting the Nation’s business in a re-
sponsible, transparent, and accountable man-
ner. And we know the only way to solve the
great challenges of our time is to put aside
stale ideology and petty partisanship and em-
brace what works.

As one of the Republican Party’s most re-
spected voices and skillful negotiators, Judd is
a master of reaching across the aisle to get
things done. He’ll be an outstanding addition
to the depth and experience of my economic
team, a trusted voice in my Cabinet, and an
able and persuasive ambassador for industry
who makes it known to the world that America
is open for business.

“Commerce defies every wind, overrides
every tempest, and invades every zone.” These
are the words carved into the walls of the De-
partment that I’m so pleased Judd Gregg has
agreed to lead. And as we act boldly to defy
the winds of this crisis and outride the tempest
of this painful moment, I can think of no finer
steward for our Nation’s commerce. I expect
the Senate’s quick confirmation of their es-
teemed colleague, and I look forward to work-
ing with Judd in the years ahead.

And I’d like Judd to say just a few words.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in
the Grand Foyer at the White House. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Secre-
tary-designate Gregg.

Remarks Following a Visit to Capital City Public Charter School
February 3, 2009

The President. Well, listen, you guys, you’ve
been terrific. Thank you so much for your hos-
pitality——

The First Lady. ——your good questions. 
The President. ——your excellent ques-

tions.
The First Lady. ——your outstanding lis-

tening skills.
The President. You’re excellent listeners.

And the reason we came to visit: A, we wanted
to get out of the White House; B, we wanted
to see you guys; but C, the other thing we
wanted to tell everybody is that this kind of in-
novative school, the outstanding work that’s
being done here by the entire staff and the
parents who are so active and involved, is an
example of how all our schools should be. 

And what I’ve asked Arne Duncan to do is
to make sure that he works as hard as he can

over the next several years to make sure that
we’re reforming our schools; that we’re re-
warding innovation the way that it’s taking
place here; that we’re encouraging parents to
be involved; that we’re raising standards for all
children so that everybody can learn, especial-
ly things like math and science that are going
to be so important for the jobs of the future.

And so we’re very proud of what’s been
accomplished at this school, and we want to
make sure that we’re duplicating that success
all across the country. So nothing is going to be
more important than this. And the recovery
and reinvestment act that we’ve put forward
will provide billions of dollars to build schools
and help with school construction. It will
provide money to train teachers, especially in
subjects like math and science that are so
critical. And it will also give Secretary Duncan
40



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Feb. 4
the resources he needs to reward excellent,
innovative schools. And so we think it’s really
important for the country that we get that bill
passed. 

But thank you so much, everybody. Appreci-
ate you.

The First Lady. Thank you, guys. This was
fun. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan. Audio was not available for veri-
fication of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Thomas A. Daschle’s Decision To Withdraw His Name From
Consideration To Be Secretary of Health and Human Services
February 3, 2009

This morning Tom Daschle asked me to
withdraw his nomination for Secretary of
Health and Human Services. I accept his deci-
sion with sadness and regret.

Tom Daschle has devoted his life to public
service and health care reform, so that every
American has access to health care they can af-
ford. I had hoped that he could bring this pas-
sion and expertise to bear to finally achieve that
goal, which is so essential to the progress of our

economy and the well-being of businesses and
families across our Nation.

Tom made a mistake, which he has openly
acknowledged. He has not excused it, nor do I.

But that mistake, and this decision, cannot
diminish the many contributions Tom has made
to this country, from his years in the military to
his decades of public service.

Now we must move forward with our plan to
life this economy and put people back to work.

Remarks on the National Economy
February 4, 2009

Thank you, Tim, for your hard work on this
issue and on the economic recovery. 

The economic crisis we face is unlike any
we’ve seen in our lifetime. It’s a crisis of falling
confidence and rising debt, of widely distribut-
ed risk and narrowly concentrated reward, a cri-
sis written in the fine print of subprime mort-
gages, on the ledger lines of once mighty finan-
cial institutions, and on the pink slips that have
upended the lives of so many people across this
country and cost the economy 2.6 million jobs
last year alone.

We know that even if we do everything that
we should, this crisis was years in the making,
and it will take more than weeks or months to
turn things around.

But make no mistake: A failure to act, and act
now, will turn crisis into a catastrophe and guar-
antee a longer recession, a less robust recovery,
and a more uncertain future. Millions more jobs
will be lost. More businesses will be shuttered.
More dreams will be deferred.

And that’s why I feel such a sense of urgency
about the economic recovery and reinvestment
plan that is before Congress today. With it, we
can save or create more than 3 million jobs, do-
ing things that will strengthen our country for
years to come. It’s not merely a prescription for
short-term spending, it’s a strategy for long-
term economic growth in areas like renewable
energy and health care and education.

Now, in the past few days, I’ve heard criti-
cisms that this plan is somehow wanting, and
these criticisms echo the very same failed eco-
nomic theories that led us into this crisis in the
first place: the notion that tax cuts alone will
solve all our problems; that we can ignore fun-
damental challenges like energy independence
and the high cost of health care; that we can
somehow deal with this in a piecemeal fashion
and still expect our economy and our country to
thrive.

I reject those theories, and so did the Ameri-
can people when they went to the polls in No-
vember and voted resoundingly for change. So I
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urge Members of Congress to act without de-
lay. No plan is perfect, and we should work to
make it stronger. No one is more committed
to making it stronger than me. But let’s not
make the perfect the enemy of the essential.
Let’s show people all over the country who are
looking for leadership in this difficult time that
we are equal to the task.

At the same time, we know that this recov-
ery and reinvestment plan is only the first part
of what we need to do to restore prosperity
and secure our future. We also need a strong
and viable financial system to keep credit flow-
ing to businesses and families alike. And my
administration will do whatever it takes to re-
store our financial system. Our recovery de-
pends on it. And so in the next week, Secretary
Geithner will release a new strategy to get
credit moving again, a strategy that will reflect
some of the lessons of past mistakes while lay-
ing the foundation of the future.

But in order to restore trust in our financial
system, we’re going to have to do more than
just put forward our plans. In order to restore
trust, we’ve got to make certain that taxpayer
funds are not subsidizing excessive compensa-
tion packages on Wall Street.

We all need to take responsibility. And this
includes executives at major financial firms
who turned to the American people, hat in
hand, when they were in trouble, even as they
paid themselves customary, lavish bonuses. As
I said last week, this is the height of irresponsi-
bility; it’s shameful. And that’s exactly the kind
of disregard of the costs and consequences of
their actions that brought about this crisis: a
culture of narrow self-interest and short-term
gain at the expense of everything else.

This is America. We don’t disparage wealth.
We don’t begrudge anybody for achieving suc-
cess. And we certainly believe that success
should be rewarded. But what gets people up-
set, and rightfully so, are executives being re-
warded for failure, especially when those re-
wards are subsidized by U.S. taxpayers, many
of whom are having a tough time themselves.

For top executives to award themselves
these kinds of compensation packages in the
midst of this economic crisis isn’t just bad
taste, it’s bad strategy, and I will not tolerate it

as President. We’re going to be demanding
some restraint in exchange for Federal aid, so
that when firms seek new Federal dollars, we
won’t find them up to the same old tricks.

As part of the reforms we’re announcing to-
day, top executives at firms receiving extraor-
dinary help from U.S. taxpayers will have their
compensation capped at $500,000, a fraction
of the salaries that have been reported recent-
ly. And if these executives receive any addi-
tional compensation, it will come in the form
of stock that can’t be paid up until taxpayers
are paid back for their assistance.

Companies receiving Federal aid are going
to have to disclose publicly all the perks and
luxuries bestowed upon senior executives and
provide an explanation to the taxpayers and to
shareholders as to why these expenses are jus-
tified. And we’re putting a stop to these kinds
of massive severance packages we’ve all read
about with disgust; we’re taking the air out of
golden parachutes.

We’re asking these firms to take responsibil-
ity, to recognize the nature of this crisis and
their role in it. We believe that what we’ve laid
out should be viewed as fair and embraced as
basic common sense.

And finally, these guidelines we’re putting
in place are only the beginning of a long-term
effort. We’re going to examine the ways in
which the means and manner of executive
compensation have contributed to a reckless
culture and a quarter-by-quarter mentality
that in turn helped to wreak havoc in our fi-
nancial system. We’re going to be taking a look
at broader reforms so that executives are com-
pensated for sound risk management and re-
warded for growth measured over years, not
just days or weeks. 

We all have to pull together and take our
share of responsibility. That’s true here in
Washington; that’s true on Wall Street. The
American people are carrying a huge burden
as a result of this economic crisis, bearing the
brunt of its effects as well as the cost of ex-
traordinary measures we’re taking to address
them. The American people expect and de-
mand that we pursue policies that reflect the
reality of this crisis and that will prevent these
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kinds of crises from occurring again in the fu-
ture.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of the Treasury
Timothy F. Geithner.

Remarks on Signing the Children’s Health Insurance Program
Reauthorization Act of 2009
February 4, 2009

All right. Please, everybody have a seat. This
is good; this is good. Today, with one of the first
bills that I sign, reauthorizing the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, we fulfill one of the
highest responsibilities that we have: to ensure
the health and well-being of our Nation’s chil-
dren.

It’s a responsibility that’s only grown more
urgent as our economic crisis deepens, as health
care costs have exploded and millions of work-
ing families are unable to afford health insur-
ance. Today in America, 8 million children are
still uninsured, more than 45 million Americans
altogether.

And it’s hard to overstate the toll this takes
on families: the sleepless nights worrying about
somebody getting hurt, or praying that a sick
child gets better on her own; the decisions that
no parent should ever have to make: how long
to put off that doctor’s appointment, whether to
fill that prescription, whether to let a child play
outside, knowing that all it takes is one accident,
one injury, to send your family into financial ru-
in.

The families joining us today know these re-
alities firsthand. When Gregory Secrest from
Martinsville, Virginia, lost his job back in Au-
gust, his kids lost their health care. When he
broke the news to his family, his 9-year-old
son—where are you?—that’s you? I thought
so—[laughter]—handed over his piggy bank
with $4 in it and told his father, “Daddy, if you
need it, you take it.”

Now, this is not who we are. We’re not a na-
tion that leaves struggling families to fend for
themselves, especially when they’ve done ev-
erything right. No child in America should be
receiving his or her primary care in the emer-
gency room in the middle of the night. No child
should be falling behind at school because he

can’t hear the teacher or see the blackboard. I
refuse to accept that millions of our children fail
to reach their full potential because we fail to
meet their basic needs. In a decent society,
there are certain obligations that are not subject
to tradeoffs or negotiations, and health care for
our children is one of those obligations.

That is why we have passed this legislation.
These legislators have passed this legislation on
a bipartisan basis to continue coverage for 7
million children, cover an additional 4 million
children in need, and finally lift the ban on
States providing insurance to legal immigrant
children if they choose to do so.

Since it was created more than 10 years ago,
the Children’s Health Insurance Program has
been a lifeline for millions of children whose
parents work full time and don’t qualify for
Medicaid, but through no fault of their own,
don’t have and can’t afford private insurance.
For millions of children who fall into that gap,
CHIP has provided care when they’re sick and
preventive services to help them stay well. This
legislation will allow us to continue and build on
these successes.

But, as I think everybody here will agree, this
is only the first step. The way I see it, providing
coverage to 11 million children through CHIP
is a downpayment on my commitment to cover
every single American. And it is just one com-
ponent of a much broader effort to finally bring
our health care system into the 21st century.
And that’s why the economic recovery and rein-
vestment plan that’s now before Congress is so
important.

Now, think about this, if Congress passes this
recovery plan, in just 1 month, we will have
done more to modernize our health care system
than we’ve done in the past decade.
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We’ll be on our way to computerizing all of
America’s medical records, which won’t
just—[applause]—it won’t just eliminate inef-
ficiencies, won’t just save billions of dollars
and create tens of thousands of jobs, but it will
save lives by reducing deadly medical errors.
We’ll have made the single largest investment
in prevention and wellness in history, tacking
problems like smoking and obesity and help-
ing people live longer, healthier lives. And
we’ll have extended health insurance for the
unemployed, so that workers who lose their
jobs don’t lose their health care too.

Now let me say this. In the past few days,
I’ve heard criticisms of this plan that, frankly,
echo the very same failed theories that helped
lead us into this crisis in the first place: The
notion that tax cuts alone will solve all our
problems; that we can address this enormous
crisis with half-steps and piecemeal measures
and tinkering around the edges; that we can
ignore fundamental challenges like the high
cost of health care and still expect our econo-
my and our country to thrive.

I reject these theories, and by the way, so
did the American people when they went to
the polls in November and voted resoundingly
for change. So I urge Members of Congress to
act without delay. No plan is perfect, and all of
us together, Democrats and Republicans,
should work to make it stronger. But let’s not
make the perfect the enemy of the essential.
Let’s show people all over our country who are
looking for leadership, who are desperate for
leadership right now, that in difficult times
we’re equal to the task. Let’s give America’s
families the support they need to weather this
crisis.

In the end, that’s all that people like the Se-
crests are looking for: the chance to work hard
and to have that hard work translate into a
good life for their children. Now I’m pleased
to report that the Secrest story had a happy

ending. It turned out that Gregory’s two sons
were eligible for SCHIP, and they are now ful-
ly covered, much to his relief and his wife’s re-
lief. I think Gregory put it best when he said:
“Kids look at us and think that we will take of
them.” That’s—every parent here has the ex-
perience. You look at your children and you
know that they’re looking back at you and
they’re saying, “You’re going to take care of
me, aren’t you?” That’s our job: to keep them
healthy and to keep them safe and to let them
dream as big as their dreams will take them.

And that’s what I think about when I tuck
my own girls into bed each night. And that’s
what I want for every child, every family in this
Nation. That’s why it’s so important that Con-
gress passes our recovery plan so we can get to
work rebuilding America’s health care system.

It won’t be easy; it won’t happen all at once.
But this bill that I’m about to sign, that wasn’t
easy, either. It didn’t happen all at once, ei-
ther. And yet, here it is, waiting for me to sign.
The bill I sign today is a critical first step. So I
want to thank all of the State and local offi-
cials, all the advocates and ordinary Americans
across this great country who fought so hard to
get it passed. I want to personally thank every
single Member of Congress who is here, a bi-
partisan group who worked tirelessly for so
long that we could see this day. And I want you
all to know that I am confident that if we work
together, if we come together, we can finally
achieve what generations of Americans have
fought for and fulfill the promise of health
care in our time.

So thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:56 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. H.R. 2, ap-
proved February 4, was assigned Public Law
No. 111–3.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 5, 2009

Good morning. I want to thank the cochairs
of this breakfast, Representatives Heath
Shuler and Vernon Ehlers. And I also want to

thank my good friend Tony Blair for coming
today, somebody who did it first, and perhaps,
did it better than I will do. He has been an
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example for so many people around the world
of what dedicated leadership can accomplish,
and we are very grateful to him.

I want to thank my outstanding Vice Presi-
dent, Joe Biden, my wonderful members of the
Cabinet, Members of Congress, clergy, friends,
and dignitaries from across the world.

Michelle and I are honored to join you in this
prayer breakfast. I know this breakfast has a
long history in Washington, and faith has always
been a guiding force in our family’s life, so we
feel very much at home and look forward to
keeping this tradition alive during our time
here.

It’s a tradition that I’m told actually began
many years ago in the city of Seattle. It was at
the height of the Great Depression, and most
people found themselves out of work. Many fell
into poverty. Some lost everything.

The leaders of the community did all that
they could for those who were suffering in their
midst. And then they decided to do something
more: They prayed. It didn’t matter what party
or religious affiliation to which they belonged,
they simply gathered one morning as brothers
and sisters to share a meal and talk with God.

And these breakfasts soon sprouted up
throughout Seattle and quickly spread to cities
and towns across America, eventually making
their way to Washington. A short time after
President Eisenhower asked a group of Sena-
tors if he could join their prayer breakfast, it be-
came a national event. And today, as I see Pres-
idents and dignitaries here from every corner of
the globe, it strikes me that this is one of the
rare occasions that still bring much of the world
together in a moment of peace and good will.

I raise this history because far too often,
we’ve seen faith wielded as a tool to divide us
from one another, as an excuse for prejudice
and intolerance. It’s a theme that we heard
from Tony. Wars have been waged; innocents
have been slaughtered. For centuries, entire re-
ligions have been persecuted, all in the name of
perceived righteousness.

There’s no doubt that the very nature of faith
means that some of our beliefs will never be the
same. We read from different texts. We follow
different edicts. We subscribe to different ac-
counts of how we came to be here and where

we are going next, and some subscribe to no
faith at all. But no matter what we choose to be-
lieve, let us remember that there is no religion
whose central tenet is hate. There’s no God who
condones taking the life of an innocent human
being. This much we know. We know—[ap-
plause].

We know as well that whatever our differenc-
es, there is one law that binds all great religions
together. And Tony and I did not coordinate
here—there’s a little serendipity—Jesus told us
to “love thy neighbor as thyself.” The Torah
commands, “That which is hateful to you, do
not do to your fellow.” In Islam, there is the ha-
dith that reads, “None of you truly believes until
he wishes for his brother what he wishes for
himself.” The same is true for Buddhists and
Hindus, for followers of Confucius and for hu-
manists. It is, of course, the Golden Rule: the
call to love one another; to understand one an-
other; to treat with dignity and respect those
with whom we share a brief moment on this
Earth.

It is an ancient rule, a simple rule, but also
perhaps the most challenging. For it asks each
of us to take some measure of responsibility for
the well-being of people we may not know, or
worship with, or agree with on every issue or
any issue. Sometimes it asks us to reconcile with
bitter enemies or resolve ancient hatreds. And
that requires a living, breathing, active faith. It
requires us not only to believe, but to do, to give
something of ourselves for the benefit of others
and the betterment of our world.

In this way, the particular faith that motivates
each of us can promote a greater good for all of
us. Instead of driving us apart, our varied beliefs
can bring us together to feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, comfort the afflicted; to make peace
where there is strife and rebuild what has bro-
ken; to lift up those who have fallen on hard
times. This is not only our call as people of faith,
but our duty as citizens of America and our duty
as citizens of the world. And it will be the pur-
pose of the White House Office of Faith-Based
and Neighborhood Partnerships that I’m an-
nouncing later today.

The goal of this office will not be to favor one
religious group over another, or even religious
groups over secular groups. It will simply be to
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work on behalf of those organizations that
want to work on behalf of our communities
and to do so without blurring the line that our
Founders wisely drew between church and
state. This work is important, because whether
it’s a secular group advising families facing
foreclosure, or faith-based groups providing
job training to those who need work, few are
closer to what’s happening on our streets and
in our neighborhoods than these organiza-
tions. People trust them. Communities rely on
them. And we will help them.

We will also reach out to leaders and schol-
ars around the world to foster a more produc-
tive and peaceful dialog on faith. I’m not naive;
I don’t expect divisions to disappear overnight,
nor do I believe that long-held views and con-
flicts will suddenly vanish. The work of Prime
Minister Blair and the work of so many here
underscores how difficult it can be to over-
come our differences. But I do believe that if
we can talk to one another openly and honest-
ly, and if perhaps we allow God’s grace to en-
ter into that space that lies between us, then
the old rifts will start to mend, new partner-
ships will begin to emerge. In a world that
grows smaller by the day, perhaps we can be-
gin to crowd out the destructive forces of ex-
cessive zealotry and make room for the healing
power of understanding.

This is my hope; this is my prayer.
I believe this good is possible because my

faith teaches me that all is possible, but I also
believe because of what I have seen and what I
have lived.

Prime Minister Blair shared a story of his
awakening to his faith. Perhaps like him, I was
not raised in a particularly religious household.
I had a father who was born a Muslim but be-
came an atheist, and grandparents who were
non-practicing Methodists and Baptists, and a
mother who was skeptical of organized reli-
gion, even though she was the kindest, most
spiritual person I’ve ever known. She was the
one who taught me as a child to love and to

understand, and to do unto others as I would
want done.

I didn’t become a Christian until many
years later, when I moved to the south side of
Chicago after college. And it happened not be-
cause of indoctrination or a sudden revelation,
but because I spent month after month work-
ing with church folks who simply wanted to
help neighbors who were down on their luck,
no matter what they looked like, or where they
came from, or who they prayed to. It was on
those streets, in those neighborhoods, that I
first heard God’s spirit beckon me. It was
there that I felt called to a higher purpose, His
purpose.

In different ways and in different forms, it is
that spirit and sense of purpose that drew
friends and neighbors to that first prayer
breakfast in Seattle all those years ago, during
another trying time for our Nation. It is what
led friends and neighbors from so many faiths
and nations here today. We come to break
bread and to give thanks, but most of all to
seek guidance and to rededicate ourselves to
the mission of love and service that lies at the
heart of all humanity. St. Augustine once said:
“Pray as though everything depend on God,
then work as though everything depended on
you.”

So let us pray together on this February
morning, but let us also work together in all
the days and months ahead. For it is only
through common struggle and common effort,
as brothers and sisters, that we fulfill our high-
est purpose as beloved children of God. I ask
you to join me in that effort, and I also ask that
you pray for myself, for Michelle, for my fami-
ly, and for the continued perfection of our Na-
tion.

Thank you so much. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:59 a.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to former Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom, Quartet Representa-
tive in the Middle East. 
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Thank you so much. Well, it is a thrill to be
here. Thank you, Secretary Chu, for bringing
your experience and expertise to this new role.
And thanks to all of you who have done so much
on behalf of the country each and every day
here at the Department. You know, your mis-
sion is so important, and it’s only going to grow
as we transform the ways we produce energy
and use energy, for the sake of our environ-
ment, for the sake of our security, and for the
sake of our economy.

As we are meeting, in the Halls of Congress
just down the street from here, there’s a debate
going on about the plan I’ve proposed, the
American recovery and reinvestment plan.

This isn’t some abstract debate. Last week,
we learned that many of America’s largest cor-
porations are planning to lay off tens of thou-
sands of workers. Today we learned that last
week, the number of new unemployment
claims jumped 600—jumped to 626,000. To-
morrow we’re expecting another dismal jobs re-
port on top of the 2.6 million jobs that we lost
last year. We’ve lost half a million jobs each
month for the last 2 months.

Now, I believe that legislation of such magni-
tude as has been proposed deserves the scrutiny
that it has received over the last month. I think
that’s a good thing; that’s the way democracy is
supposed to work. But these numbers that
we’re seeing are sending an unmistakable mes-
sage, and so are the American people. The time
for talk is over. The time for action is now, be-
cause we know that if we do not act, a bad situa-
tion will become dramatically worse. Crisis
could turn into catastrophe for families and
businesses across the country.

And I refuse to let that happen. We can’t de-
lay and we can’t go back to the same worn-out
ideas that led us here in the first place. In the
last few days, we’ve seen proposals arise from
some in Congress that you may not have read
but you’d be very familiar with because you’ve
been hearing them for the last 10 years, maybe
longer. They’re rooted in the idea that tax cuts
alone can solve all our problems; that govern-
ment doesn’t have a role to play; that half-mea-

sures and tinkering are somehow enough; that
we can afford to ignore our most fundamental
economic challenges: the crushing cost of
health care, the inadequate state of so many of
our schools, our dangerous dependence on for-
eign oil.

So let me be clear: Those ideas have been
tested, and they have failed. They’ve taken us
from surpluses to an annual deficit of over a tril-
lion dollars, and they’ve brought our economy
to a halt. And that’s precisely what the election
we just had was all about. The American people
have rendered their judgment. And now is the
time to move forward not back. Now is the time
for action.

Just as past generations of Americans have
done in trying times, we can and we must turn
this moment of challenge into one of opportuni-
ty. The plan I’ve proposed has at its core a sim-
ple idea: Let’s put Americans to work doing the
work that America needs to be done. 

This plan will save or create over 3 million
jobs, almost all of them in the private sector.
This plan will put people to work rebuilding our
crumbling roads and bridges, our dangerously
deficient dams and levees. This plan will put
people to work modernizing our health care
system, not only saving us billions of dollars, but
countless lives. This plan will put people to
work renovating more than 10,000 schools, giv-
ing millions of children the chance to learn in
21st century classrooms, libraries, and labs. And
to all the scientists in the room today, you know
what that means for America’s future. This plan
will provide sensible tax relief for the struggling
middle class, unemployment insurance and
continuing health care coverage for those
who’ve lost their jobs, and it will help prevent
our States and local communities from laying
off firefighters and teachers and police. And fi-
nally, this plan will begin to end the tyranny of
oil in our time. 

After decades of dragging our feet, this plan
will finally spark the creation of a clean energy
industry that will create hundreds of thousands
of jobs over the next few years—manufacturing
wind turbines and solar cells, for
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example—millions more after that. These jobs
and these investments will double our capacity
to generate renewable energy over the next
few years.

We’ll fund a better, smarter electricity grid
and train workers to build it, a grid that will
help us ship wind and solar power from one
end of this country to another. Think about it.
The grid that powers the tools of modern
life—computers, appliances, even BlackBer-
rys—[laughter]—looks largely the same as it
did half a century ago. Just these first steps to-
wards modernizing the way we distribute elec-
tricity could reduce consumption by 2 to 4
percent. 

We’ll also lead a revolution in energy effi-
ciency, modernizing more than 75 percent of
Federal buildings and improving the efficiency
of more than 2 million American homes. This
will not only create jobs, it will cut the Federal
energy bill by a third and save taxpayers $2 bil-
lion each year and save Americans billions of
dollars more on their utility bills. 

In fact, as part of this effort, today I’ve
signed a Presidential memorandum requesting
that the Department of Energy set new effi-
ciency standards for common household appli-
ances. This will save consumers money, this
will spur innovation, and this will conserve tre-
mendous amounts of energy. We’ll save
through these simple steps over the next 30
years the amount of energy produced over a 2-
year period by all the coal-fired power plants
in America. 

And through investments in our mass transit
system to boost capacity, in our roads to re-
duce congestion, and in technologies that will
accelerate the development of innovations like
plug-in hybrid vehicles, we’ll be making a sig-
nificant down payment on a cleaner and more
energy independent future.

Now, I read the other day that critics of this
plan ridiculed our notion that we should use
part of the money to modernize the entire
fleet of Federal vehicles to take advantage of
state-of-the-art fuel efficiency. This is what
they called pork. You know the truth: It will
not only save the Government significant
money over time, it will not only create manu-

facturing jobs for folks who are making these
cars, it will set a standard for private industry
to match. And so when you hear these attacks
deriding something of such obvious impor-
tance as this, you have to ask yourself, are
these folks serious? Is it any wonder that we
haven’t had a real energy policy in this coun-
try? 

For the last few years, I’ve talked about
these issues with Americans from one end of
this country to another. And Washington may
not be ready to get serious about energy inde-
pendence, but I am. And so are you, and so are
the American people.

Inaction is not an option that is acceptable
to me, and it’s certainly not acceptable to the
American people, not on energy, not on the
economy, not at this critical moment. 

So I am calling on all the Members of Con-
gress, Democrats and Republicans, House and
Senate, to rise to this moment. No plan is per-
fect. There have been constructive changes
made to this one over the last several weeks. I
would love to see additional improvements to-
day. But the scale and the scope of this plan is
the right one. Our approach to energy is the
right one. It’s what America needs right now,
and we need to move forward today. We can’t
keep on having the same old arguments over
and over again that lead us to the exact same
spot where we are wasting previous energy,
we’re not creating jobs, we’re failing to com-
pete in the global economy, and we end up
bickering at a time when the economy urgent-
ly needs action.

I thank all of you for being here, and I’m ea-
ger to work with Secretary Chu and all of you
as we stand up to meet the challenges of this
new century. That’s what the American people
are looking for. That’s what I expect out of
Congress. That’s what I believe we can deliver
to our children and our grandchildren in their
future.

Thank you so much, everybody. I appreci-
ate it. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of Ener-
gy Steven Chu.
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The President. Thank you, Democrats. Thank
you. Please, everybody have a seat, everybody
have a seat. It is great to be here with so many
friends. Thank you for giving me a reason to use
Air Force One. [Laughter] It’s pretty nice.
[Laughter]

I’m glad to see the House Democratic Cau-
cus is getting by just fine without my Chief of
Staff. [Laughter] I don’t know how many of you
were at the Alfalfa dinner, but I pointed out,
you know, this whole myth of Rahm being this
tough guy, mean, is just not true. At least once a
week he spends time teaching profanity to un-
derprivileged children. [Laughter] So he’s got a
soft spot. 

I want to thank John Larson for inviting me
here tonight. This is John’s first conference as
chairman of the Democratic caucus, so we’re
both new at this. John, congratulations.

I want to acknowledge the great Speaker of
the House, Nancy Pelosi. She is a rock who has
proven to be an extraordinary leader for the
American people. And I want to thank Nancy
and Steny Hoyer and Jim Clyburn and the en-
tire caucus—Xavier Becerra, all the leadership
working so hard, all the chairmen like David
Obey, who’ve worked so hard in passing an eco-
nomic recovery plan that is so desperately need-
ed for our country. 

All of you acted with a discipline that match-
es the urgency and the gravity of the crisis that
we face, because you know what’s at stake. Ev-
ery weekend, you go home to your districts and
you see factories that are closing and small busi-
nesses shutting their doors. You hear from fam-
ilies losing their homes, students that can’t pay
their tuition, seniors who are worrying about
whether they can retire with dignity or see their
kids and grandkids lead a better life.

So you went to work, and you did your job.
For that, you have my appreciation and admira-
tion. And more importantly, you’ve got the
American people’s thanks, because they know it
is time to get something done here in Washing-
ton. 

As we meet here tonight, we know that
there’s more work to be done. The Senate is
still acting. And after it has its final vote, we still
need to resolve differences between the House
and Senate bills. So we’re going to still have to
work, and I am going to urge you to complete
that work without delay. And I know that Nancy
and Steny, all the rest of the leadership is com-
mitted to making that happen. 

Now, I just want to say this: I value the con-
structive criticism and the healthy debate that’s
taken place around this package, because that’s
the essence, the foundation of American de-
mocracy. That’s how the Founders set it up.
They set it up to make big change hard. It
wasn’t supposed to be easy. That’s part of the
reason why we’ve got such a stable Govern-
ment—is because no one party, no one individ-
ual, can simply dictate the terms of the debate.
I don’t think any of us have cornered the mar-
ket on wisdom, or that—do I believe that good
ideas are the province of any party. The Ameri-
can people know that our challenges are great.
They’re not expecting Democratic solutions or
Republican solutions; they want American solu-
tions. And I’ve said that same thing to the pub-
lic, and I’ve said that, in a gesture of friendship
and good will, to those who have disagreed with
me on aspects of this plan.

But what I have also said is, don’t come to
the table with the same tired arguments and
worn ideas that helped to create this crisis. You
know, all of us here are imperfect. And every-
thing we do and everything I do is subject to
improvement. My Michelle reminds me every
day how imperfect I am. [Laughter] So I wel-
come this debate. But come on, we are not go-
ing to get relief by turning back to the very
same policies that for the last 8 years doubled
the national debt and threw our economy into a
tailspin.

We can’t embrace the losing formula that
says only tax cuts will work for every problem
we face, that ignores critical challenges like our
addiction to foreign oil, or the soaring cost of
health care, or falling schools and crumbling
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bridges and roads and levees. I don’t care
whether you’re driving a hybrid or an SUV, if
you’re headed for a cliff, you’ve got to change
direction. That’s what the American people
called for in November, and that’s what we in-
tend to deliver.

So the American people are watching. They
did not send us here to get bogged down with
the same old delay, the same old distractions,
the same talking points, the same cable chat-
ter. You know, I mean, aren’t you all tired of
that stuff?

Audience members. Yes! Let’s go to work.
The President. They did not vote for the

false theories of the past, and they didn’t vote
for phony arguments and petty politics. They
didn’t vote for the status quo; they sent us here
to bring change. We owe it to them to deliver.
This is the moment for leadership that match-
es the great test of our times, and I know you
want to work with me to get there. 

Now, if we do not move swiftly to sign the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act in-
to law, an economy that is already in crisis will
be faced with catastrophe. This is not my as-
sessment. This is not Nancy Pelosi’s assess-
ment. This is the assessment of the best econo-
mists in the country. This is the assessment of
some of the former advisers of some of the
same folks who are making these criticisms
right now. 

Millions more Americans will lose their
jobs. Homes will be lost. Families will go with-
out health care. Our crippling dependence on
foreign oil will continue. That is the price of
inaction. 

This isn’t some abstract debate. Last week,
we learned that many of America’s largest cor-
porations already laid off thousands and are
planning to lay off tens of thousands of more
workers. Today we learned that in the previous
week, the number of new unemployment
claims jumped to 626,000. Tomorrow we’re
expecting another dismal jobs report, on top of
the half a million jobs that were lost last
month, on top of the half a million jobs that
were lost the month before that, on top of the
2.6 million jobs that were lost last year.

For you, these aren’t just statistics. This is
not a game; this is not a contest for who is in

power and who’s up and who’s down. These
are your constituents. These are families you
know and you care about. I believe that it is
important for us to set aside some of the
gamesmanship in this town and get something
done. 

Now, I believe—[applause]—I just want to
repeat, because I don’t want any confusion
here—I believe that legislation of this enor-
mous magnitude, that by necessity we are
moving quickly; we’re not moving quickly, be-
cause we’re trying to jamb something down
people’s throats. We’re moving quickly be-
cause we’re told that if we don’t move quickly,
that the economy is going keep on getting
worse, and we’ll have another 2 or 3 or 4 mil-
lion jobs lost this year.

I’d love to be leisurely about this. My staff is
worn out, working around the clock. So is Da-
vid Obey’s staff. So is Nancy Pelosi’s staff.
We’re not doing this because we think this is a
lark. We’re doing this because people are
counting on us. So legislation of this magni-
tude deserves the scrutiny that it’s received,
and all of you will get another chance to vote
for this bill in the days to come. But I urge all
of us not to make the perfect the enemy of the
absolutely necessary. 

Understand the scale and the scope of this
plan is right. And when you start hearing argu-
ments on the cable chatter, just understand a
couple of things. Number one, when they say,
“Well, why are we spending 800 billion? We’ve
got this huge deficit?” First of all, I found this
deficit when I showed up. Number one, I
found this national debt doubled, wrapped in a
big bow waiting for me as I stepped into the
Oval Office. 

Number two, it is expected that we are go-
ing to lose about a trillion dollars worth of de-
mand this year, a trillion dollars of demand
next year because of the contraction in the
economy. So the reason that this has to be big
is to try to fill some of that lost demand. And as
it is, there are many who think that we should
be doing even more. So we are taking prudent
steps.

But you talk to Ted Strickland and what’s
happening in Ohio, and you ask him whether
they need some relief in terms of the
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unemployment insurance rates that are going
sky-high, and him having to pick up all kinds of
folks who are suddenly seeking food stamps
who had been working all their lives, and he’ll
tell you that this not something that we’re just
doing to grow Government. We’re doing this
because this is what the best minds tell us needs
to be done. That’s point number one. 

Point number two: When they start talking
about, well, we need more tax cuts, we started
this package with a healthy amount of tax cuts
in the mix, recognizing that some tax cuts can
be very beneficial, particularly if they’re going
to middle class and working families that will
spend that money. That’s not me talking; that’s
the economists talking, who insisted that they’re
most likely to spend and get that money into
circulation and stimulate the economy.

Now, in fact, when we announced the bill,
you remember—this is only about, what, 2
weeks ago, when we announced the frame-
work? And we were complimented by Republi-
cans, saying, “Boy, this is a balanced package;
we’re pleasantly surprised.” And suddenly, what
was a balanced package needs to be put out of
balance. Don’t buy those arguments.

Then there’s the argument, “Well, this is full
of pet projects.” When was the last time that we
saw a bill of this magnitude move out with no
earmarks in it? Not one. And when they—when
you start asking, “Well, what is it exactly that is
such a problem that you’re seeing? Where’s all
this waste and spending?” Well, you know, you
want to replace the Federal fleet with hybrid
cars. Well, why wouldn’t we want to do that?
[Laughter] That creates jobs for people who
make those cars. It saves the Federal Govern-
ment energy. It saves the taxpayers energy.

So then I—then you get the argument,
“Well, this is not a stimulus bill, this is a spend-
ing bill.” What do you think a stimulus is?
[Laughter] That’s the whole point. No, serious-
ly. [Laughter] That’s the point.

So, I mean, I get carried away. [Laughter]
We’ve got to leave some time for questions and
answers. Here’s the point I’m making: This
package is not going to be absolutely perfect,
and you can nit and you can pick, and that’s the
game we all play here. We know how to play
that game. What I’m saying is, now we can’t af-

ford to play that game. We’ve got to pull togeth-
er.

There are going to be some things that don’t
get included that each of us would like to see in-
cluded. All of us are going to have to make
some sacrifices. And we have to accommodate
the interests of a range of people. And the
House is going to have to work with the Senate.
But let’s think big right now. Let’s not think
small. Let’s not think narrowly.

Just as past generations of Americans have
done in trying times, we can and must turn this
moment of challenge into one of opportunity.
The plan that you’ve passed has at its core a
simple idea: Let’s put Americans to work doing
the work that America needs done.

So this plan will save or create over 3 million
jobs, almost all of them in the private sector.
This plan will put people to work rebuilding our
crumbling roads and bridges, our dangerously
deficient dams and levees. This plan will put
people to work modernizing our health care
system. That doesn’t just save us billions of dol-
lars; it saves countless lives, because we’ll re-
duce medical errors. This plan will put people
to work renovating more than 10,000 schools,
giving millions of children the chance to learn
in 21st century classrooms and libraries and
labs, creating new scientists for a new future. 

This plan will provide sensible tax relief for
the struggling middle class and unemployment
insurance and continued health care coverage
for those who’ve lost their jobs. And it will help
prevent our States and local communities—it
will help Governor Ritter and Governor Strick-
land not have to lay off firefighters and teachers
and police. Because when they get laid off, not
only do we lose services, but maybe they can’t
make payments on their home. Maybe they get
foreclosed on, and the economy goes down fur-
ther.

And finally, this plan will begin to end the
tyranny of oil in our time: doubles our capacity
to generate alternative sources of energy, like
wind and solar and biofuels. And it does it in 3
years, saves taxpayers billions of dollars, makes
Federal buildings more efficient, saves the
average working family hundreds of dollars on
their energy bills. After decades of empty
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rhetoric, that’s the downpayment that we need
on energy independence. 

Now, there’s a lot about running for Presi-
dent that is tough. Especially, I don’t miss
sleeping in motels and hotels, and I don’t miss
not being with my kids as much as I’d like. But
the best thing about being a candidate—and
all of you know this because those Members of
Congress who are here, you’ve run, you know
what it’s like—you get to see the country. You
get to know the character of the American
people. Over the last 2 years, I visited almost
all 50 States. I’ve got to admit, the one I
missed was Alaska. [Laughter] We’re going to
get there. I’ve been in so many of your dis-
tricts. I’ve passed through towns and cities
farms and factories. And I know what you
know: People are hurting. I’ve looked in their
eyes. I’ve heard their stories. I’ve sensed their
deep frustration. 

And they’re just hoping that we’re working
for them. They’re so strong, and they’re so de-
cent, the American people, and those struggles
haven’t diminished that strength and that de-
cency. And we hold in our hands the capacity
to do great things on their behalf. But we’re
going to have to do it by not thinking about
ourselves, not thinking about how does this
position me, how am I looking. And we’re go-
ing to have to just think about how are we de-
livering for them.

It starts with this economic recovery plan.
And soon, we’ll take on the big issues like ad-
dressing the foreclosure problem by passing a
budget, tackling our fiscal problems, fixing our
financial regulation, securing our country. And
we won’t approach these challenges just as
Democrats, because we remember the look in
the eyes of our constituents. We know even
though they’ve been cynical, that they’re
thinking, maybe this time is going to be differ-
ent. They know we’ve got to overcome all
these problems as Americans. And that’s why

we have to work in a serious, substantive, and
civil way, and we will keep working to build bi-
partisan support for action.

And I promise you that my door is always
open, and my administration will consult
closely with each and every one of you, the
people’s representatives, as we take on these
pressing priorities.

And already, you’ve made a difference.
Nancy mentioned—I’m so proud of that day
that we signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay
Act—to see Lilly Ledbetter on the stage, rep-
resenting the American people, representing
all the women out there who want their
daughters to have the same opportunities as
our sons. And then we signed children’s health
insurance to provide coverage for 11 million
and make a downpayment on comprehensive
health care reform. 

And it wasn’t easy. You worked hard to
make it happen, which means we can work
hard to make sure that we’ve got jobs all across
America and energy independence all across
America. And we will not stop until we deliver
for our constituents. 

That’s what the Democratic Party is all
about. That’s what this caucus is all about.
That’s what my Presidency is all about. 

Thank you, guys. I love you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:28 p.m. at the
Kingsmill Resort and Spa. In his remarks, he
referred to White House Chief of Staff Rahm
I. Emanuel; Gov. Theodore Strickland of
Ohio; Gov. William A. Ritter, Jr., of Colorado;
and Lilly Ledbetter, former employee, Good-
year Tire and Rubber Company plant in Gads-
den, AL. He also referred to Public Law No.
111–2, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of
2009; and Public Law No. 111–3, the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program Reauthori-
zation Act of 2009.
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The President. Thank you. Please have a seat.
Good morning, everybody.

Audience members. Good morning. 
The President. I have just had the opportuni-

ty to welcome the members of my Economic
Recovery Advisory Board. And I’m grateful that
I will have the counsel of these extraordinarily
talented and experienced men and women in
the challenging months to come.

If there’s anyone, anywhere, who doubts the
need for wise counsel and bold and immediate
action, just consider the very troubling news we
received just this morning. Last month, another
600,000 Americans lost their jobs. That is the
single worst month of job loss in 35 years. The
Department of Labor also adjusted their job
loss numbers for 2008 upwards and now report
that we’ve lost 3.6 million jobs since this reces-
sion began.

That’s 3.6 million Americans who wake up
every day wondering how they are going to pay
their bills, stay in their homes, and provide for
their children. That’s 3.6 million Americans
who need our help.

I’m sure that at the other end of Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, Members of the Senate are reading
these same numbers this morning. And I hope
they share my sense of urgency and draw the
same, unmistakable conclusion: The situation
could not be more serious. These numbers de-
mand action. It is inexcusable and irresponsible
for any of us to get bogged down in distraction,
delay, or politics as usual, while millions of
Americans are being put out of work.

Now is the time for Congress to act. It’s time
to pass an economic recovery and reinvestment
plan to get our economy moving.

This is not some abstract debate. It is an ur-
gent and growing crisis that can only be fully
understood through the unseen stories that lie
underneath each and every one of those
600,000 jobs that were lost this month. Some-
where in America, a small business has shut its
doors; somewhere in America, a family has said
goodbye to their home; somewhere in America,

a young parent has lost their livelihood, and
they don’t know what’s going to take its place. 

These Americans are counting on us, all of us
in Washington. We have to remember that
we’re here to work for them. And if we drag our
feet and fail to act, this crisis could turn into a
catastrophe. We’ll continue to get devastating
job reports like today’s, month after month,
year after year. It’s very important to under-
stand that, although we had a terrible year with
respect to jobs last year, the problem is acceler-
ating not decelerating. It’s getting worse not
getting better. Almost half of the jobs that were
lost have been lost just in the last couple of
months.

These aren’t my assessments; these are the
assessments of independent economists. If we
don’t do anything, millions more jobs will be
lost. More families will lose their homes. More
Americans will go without health care. We’ll
continue to send our children to crumbling
schools and be crippled by our dependence on
foreign oil. That’s the result of inaction. And it’s
not acceptable to the American people. 

They did not choose more of the same in No-
vember. They did not send us to Washington to
get stuck in partisan posturing, to try to score
political points. They did not send us here to
turn back to the same tried-and-failed ap-
proaches that were rejected, because we saw
the results. They sent us here to make change,
with the expectation that we would act. 

Now, I have repeatedly acknowledged that,
given the magnitude and the difficulties of the
problem we’re facing, there are no silver bul-
lets, and there are no easy answers. The bill
that’s emerged from Congress is not perfect,
but a bill is absolutely necessary. We can con-
tinue to improve and refine both the House and
Senate versions of these bills. There may be
provisions in there that need to be left out;
there may be some provisions that need to be
added. But broadly speaking, the package is the
right size, it is the right scope, and it has the
right priorities to create 3 to 4 million jobs and
to do it in a way that lays the groundwork for
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long-term growth, by fixing our schools, mod-
ernizing our health care to lower costs, repair
our roads and bridges and levees and other vi-
tal infrastructure, move us towards energy in-
dependence. That is what America needs. It
will take months, even years, to renew our
economy, but every day that Washington fails
to act, that recovery is delayed.

Now, we also know that no single act can
meet the challenges of this moment. This pro-
cess is just the beginning of a long journey
back to progress and growth and prosperity.
Given the scope of this crisis, we’ll need all
hands on deck to figure out how we are going
to move forward. And I’m pleased to have an
extraordinary team of folks in my administra-
tion: Tim Geithner at Treasury, Larry Sum-
mers, Christina Romer, Peter Orszag. They’re
all here in the White House. I also want to be
sure that we’re tapping a broad and diverse
range of opinion from across the country, be-
cause a historic crisis demands a historic re-
sponse. And that’s why we took the unique
step of creating the new institution whose
members have gathered here today.

Put simply, I created this board to enlist
voices to come from beyond the Washington
echo chamber, to ensure that no stone is un-
turned as we work to put people back to work
and get our economy moving.

Within this group, you’ve got leaders of
manufacturing and leaders of finance. You’ve
got labor, and you’ve got management. You’ve
got people who work in small businesses and
people who work in large businesses. You’ve
got some economists and some folks who think
they’re economists. [Laughter] By the way,
these days everybody thinks they’re an econo-
mist. [Laughter] We will meet regularly so
that I can hear different ideas and sharpen my
own and seek counsel that is candid and in-
formed by the wider world.

The board is headed by Paul Volcker—not
only because he’s the tallest among
us—[laughter]—but because, by any measure,
he is one of the world’s foremost experts on
the economy, one of the most experienced and
insightful economic minds that we have. He’s
advised me for many months. He has helped
steer the American economy through many

twists and turns. Probably, prior to this one,
the worst economic crisis we had back in the
early eighties, it was Paul Volcker who helped
restore confidence and pull us out of that ex-
traordinarily difficult time.

So I’m glad that Paul has decided to contin-
ue his public service at this critical moment.
Assisting Paul and the rest of the board will be
Austan Goolsbee, who’s been one of my clos-
est economic advisers, one of the finest young
economists that we have in the country. And
he’s going to ensure that we are making the
best possible use of this unique resource.

I’m not interested in groupthink, which is
why the board reflects a broad cross-section of
experience and expertise and ideology. We’ve
recruited Republicans and Democrats, people
who come out of the Government as well as
the private sector. Not everyone is going to
agree with each other, and not all of them are
going to agree with me. And that’s precisely
the point, because we want to ensure that our
policies have the benefit of independent
thought and vigorous debate. 

And we’re also going to count on these men
and women to serve as additional eyes and
ears for me as we work to reverse this down-
turn. Many of them have ground-level views of
the changes that are taking place, as they work
across different sectors of the economy and
different regions of the country, and they can
help us see the trends that are not fully
formed, the trouble that may be on the hori-
zon, and the opportunities that have yet to be
seized. I look forward to relying on their input
and recommendations on specific questions as
we jump-start job creation and pursue strong
and stable economic growth.

This new institution should send a signal of
how seriously I take the responsibility of build-
ing an economic recovery that is broad and en-
during. These are extraordinary times. And for
far too many Americans, the future is filled
with unanswered questions: Can I get a job?
Will my family be able to stay in their home?
Will I be able to retire with dignity and see my
children lead a better life? And these are the
questions that we will answer affirmatively
during the course of this administration.
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We are going to create the jobs that our peo-
ple need and the future that this great Nation
deserves. Those are the challenges that I’ve put
before my economic team, and these distin-
guished advisers will be tackling those same is-
sues in the months and years to come.

So I’m grateful to them. And before I offi-
cially sign this Executive order, I would like
Paul just to say a quick word.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of the Treasury Timo-
thy F. Geithner; Lawrence H. Summers, Direc-

tor, National Economic Council; Christina D.
Romer, Chair, Council of Economic Advisers;
Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Manage-
ment and Budget; and Austan Goolsbee, staff
director and chief economist, President’s Eco-
nomic Recovery Advisory Board. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-
so included the remarks by Paul A. Volcker,
Chairman, President’s Economic Recovery Ad-
visory Board. The Executive order establishing
the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory
Board is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
February 7, 2009

Yesterday began with some devastating news
with regard to our economic crisis. But I’m
pleased to say it ended on a more positive note.

In the morning, we received yet another
round of alarming employment figures, the
worst in more than 30 years. Another 600,000
jobs were lost in January. We’ve now lost more
than 3.6 million jobs since this recession began.

But by the evening, Democrats and Republi-
cans came together in the Senate and respond-
ed appropriately to the urgency this moment
demands.

In the midst of our greatest economic crisis
since the Great Depression, the American peo-
ple were hoping that Congress would begin to
confront the great challenges we face. That was,
after all, what last November’s election was all
about.

Legislation of such magnitude deserves the
scrutiny that it’s received over the last month,
and it will receive more in the days to come.
But we can’t afford to make perfect the enemy
of the absolutely necessary. The scale and scope
of this plan is right. And the time for action is
now, because if we don’t move swiftly to put
this plan in motion, our economic crisis could
become a national catastrophe. Millions of
Americans will lose their jobs, their homes, and
their health care. Millions more will have to put
their dreams on hold.

Let’s be clear: We can’t expect relief from
the tired old theories that, in eight short years,

doubled the national debt, threw our economy
into a tailspin, and led us into this mess in the
first place. We can’t rely on a losing formula
that offers only tax cuts as the answer to all our
problems while ignoring our fundamental eco-
nomic challenges: the crushing cost of health
care or the inadequate state of so many schools;
our addiction to foreign oil or our crumbling
roads, bridges, and levees.

The American people know that our chal-
lenges are great. They don’t expect Democratic
solutions or Republican solutions; they expect
American solutions.

From the beginning, this recovery plan has
had at its core a simple idea: Let’s put Ameri-
cans to work doing the work America needs
done. It will save or create more than 3 million
jobs over the next 2 years, all across the coun-
try—16,000 in Maine, nearly 80,000 in Indiana,
almost all of them in the private sector, and all
of them jobs that help us recover today and
prosper tomorrow.

Jobs that upgrade classrooms and laborato-
ries in 10,000 schools nationwide—at least 485
in Florida alone—and train an army of teachers
in math and science. Jobs that modernize our
health care system, not only saving us billions of
dollars, but countless lives. Jobs that construct a
smart electric grid, connect every corner of the
country to the information superhighway, dou-
ble our capacity to generate renewable energy,
and grow the economy of tomorrow. Jobs that
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rebuild our crumbling roads, bridges and le-
vees and dams, so that the tragedies of New
Orleans and Minneapolis never happen again.

It includes immediate tax relief for our
struggling middle class in places like Ohio,
where 4.5 million workers will receive a tax cut
of up to $1,000. It protects health insurance
and provides unemployment insurance for
those who’ve lost their jobs. And it helps our
States and communities avoid painful tax hikes
or layoffs for our teachers, nurses, and first re-
sponders.

That’s what is at stake with this plan: putting
Americans back to work, creating transforma-
tive economic change, and making a down
payment on the American Dream that serves

our children and our children’s children for
generations to come.

Americans across this country are strug-
gling, and they are watching to see if we’re
equal to the task before us. Let’s show them
that we are. And let’s do whatever it takes to
keep the promise of America alive in our time.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m. on February 6 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
February 7. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Febru-
ary 6 but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on February 7.

Remarks on Economic Stabilization and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Elkhart, Indiana
February 9, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Well listen, everybody can have a seat.
Make yourselves comfortable, we’re going to
be here a while.

It is good to be back in Elkhart, and it’s
good to be back in Indiana. You know, the last
event we had on the campaign was Indiana.
And the first time that I’m traveling outside of
the White House to talk about the economy is
back in Indiana.

And I want to start by thanking Ed for com-
ing here today and sharing his family’s story
with all of us. Ed was terrific; give him a big
round of applause.

There are a few other special guests that I
just want to acknowledge very quickly. First of
all, your own Senator, my former colleague, a
outstanding legislator and public servant, for-
mer Governor here in Indiana; give it up for
Senator Evan Bayh. Where is he? Where is
Evan? There he is.

A guy you may be familiar with, your own
Member of Congress, Joe Donnelly. We
brought a few other Members of Congress
here to get in on the fun: Representative Bar-
on Hill; Representative Brad Ellsworth; Rep-
resentative Fred Upton; Representative André
Carson; former Representative Tim Roemer;

former Representative Lee Hamilton. We’ve
got Mayor Dick Moore of Elkhart. And we’ve
got the new Secretary of Transportation, a for-
mer Member of Congress from my own home
State of Illinois, Ray LaHood.

I don’t know if you guys have been noticing,
but we’ve had a little debate in Washing-
ton—[laughter]—over the last week or two
about the economy. And, you know, we tend
to take the measure of the economic crisis we
face in numbers and statistics. But when we
say that we’ve lost 3.6 million jobs since this
recession began, nearly 600,000 in the past
month alone; when we say that this area has
lost jobs faster than anywhere else in the Unit-
ed States of America, with an unemployment
rate of over 15 percent, when it was 4.7 per-
cent just last year; when we talk about layoffs
at companies like Monaco Coach and Key-
stone RV and Pilgrim International, compa-
nies that have sustained this community for
years, we’re not just talking numbers, we’re
talking about Ed. We’re talking about people
in the audience here today—people not just in
Elkhart, but all across this country. We’re talk-
ing about people who have lost their livelihood
and don’t know what will take its place.
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We’re talking about parents who’ve lost their
health care and lie awake at night, praying their
kids don’t get sick. We’re talking about families
who’ve lost the home that was the cor-
ner—their foundation for their American
Dream. Young people who put that college ac-
ceptance letter back in the envelope because
they just can’t afford it. That’s what those num-
bers and statistics mean. That is the true mea-
sure of this economic crisis.

Those are the stories I heard when I came to
Elkhart 6 months ago, and those are the stories
that I carried with me to the White House. I
have not forgotten them. And I promised you
back then that if elected I’d do everything I
could to help this community recover, and
that’s why I came back today, because I intend
to keep my promise.

I intend to keep my promise. But you know,
the work is going to be hard. I don’t want to lie
to people—that’s why we’re having a town hall
meeting—because the situation we face could
not be more serious. We have inherited an eco-
nomic crisis as deep and as dire as any since the
Great Depression.

Economists from across the spectrum have
warned that if we don’t act immediately, mil-
lions of more jobs will be lost. The national un-
employment rates will approach double digits,
not just here in Elkhart, all across the country.
More people will lose their homes and their
health care. And our Nation will sink into a cri-
sis that at some point we may be unable to re-
verse.

So we can’t afford to wait. We can’t wait and
see and hope for the best. We can’t posture and
bicker and resort to the same failed ideas that
got us into this mess in the first place. That was
what this election was all about. The American
people rejected those ideas because they hadn’t
worked. You didn’t send us to Washington be-
cause you were hoping for more of the same;
you sent us there to change things; the expecta-
tion that we would act quickly and boldly to car-
ry out change. And that’s exactly what I intend
to do as President of the United States of Amer-
ica.

That’s why I put forth a recovery and rein-
vestment plan that is now before Congress. At
its core is a very simple idea: to put Americans

back to work doing the work America needs to
be done. Ed said it better than anybody could.
He said, look, folks in Elkhart, they want to
work. Nobody is looking for a handout. Every-
body just wants to be able to get a job that sup-
ports a family. And we’ve got the most produc-
tive workers on Earth. We’ve got the best work-
ers right here in Elkhart, who are willing to put
hard time and do whatever it takes to make sure
a company succeeds. But they’ve got to have a
chance. 

The plan that we put forward will save or cre-
ate 3 to 4 million jobs over the next 2 years. But
not just any jobs, jobs that meet the needs we’ve
neglected for far too long, jobs that lay the
groundwork for long-term economic growth;
jobs fixing our schools and computerizing medi-
cal records to save costs and save lives; jobs re-
pairing our roads and our bridges and our le-
vees; jobs investing in renewable energy to help
us move towards energy independence.

And the plan also calls for immediate tax re-
lief for 95 percent of American workers, so that
you who are being pinched, even if you still
have a job, with rising costs while your wages
and incomes are flatlined, you’ll actually have a
little bit of extra money at the end of the month
to buy the necessities for you and your children.

Now, I know that some of you might be
thinking: “Well, all that sounds good, but when
are we going to see any of this here in Elkhart?
What does all this mean to my family, to my
community?” And those are exactly the kinds of
questions you should be asking your President
and your Government. And today I want to pro-
vide some answers, and I want to be as specific
as I can.

Number one, this plan will provide for ex-
tended unemployment insurance, health care,
and—[applause]—other assistance for workers
and families who have lost their jobs in this re-
cession. So if you’ve lost your job, for example,
under existing law you can get COBRA. Some
of you have heard of COBRA, but the only
problem is, it’s so expensive, it doesn’t do you
any good. So what we’ve said is we will help
subsidize people so that they can keep—at least
keep their health insurance while they’re out
there looking for a new job.
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This plan will also—and what this means is,
from the perspective of unemployment insur-
ance, you will have an additional $100 per
month in unemployment benefits that will go
to more than 450,000 Indiana workers, ex-
tended unemployment benefits for another
89,000 folks who’ve been laid off and can’t find
work, and job training assistance to help more
than 51,000 people here get back on their feet.

Now, that’s not just our moral responsibility
to lend a helping hand to our fellow Americans
at a time of emergency, it makes good eco-
nomic sense. If you don’t have money, you
can’t spend it. And if you don’t spend it, our
economy will continue to decline.

Now, for that same reason, the plan in-
cludes badly needed tax relief for middle class
workers and families, folks all across the coun-
try under siege. We need to give you more of
the money you’ve earned so that you can
spend it and pay your bills. Under our plan,
families—working families will get a thousand
dollars, providing relief for nearly 2.5 million
workers and their families here in Indiana.
The plan also will provide a partially refund-
able $2,500 per student tax credit to help
76,000 Hoosier families send their kids to col-
lege. This will benefit your household budgets
in the short run, and it will benefit America in
the long run.

But providing tax relief and college assis-
tance and helping folks who have lost their
jobs, that’s not enough. A real recovery plan
helps create more jobs and put people back to
work. And that’s why between the investments
our plan makes, and the tax relief for small
business it provides, we’ll create or save nearly
80,000 badly needed jobs for Indiana right
here over the next couple of years.

Now, you may have heard some of the crit-
ics of our plan say it would create mostly gov-
ernment jobs. That is not true. Ninety per-
cent—more than 90 percent of the jobs creat-
ed under this recovery act will be in the pri-
vate sector; more than 90 percent. But it’s not
just the jobs that will benefit Indiana and the
rest of America, it’s the work people will be
doing, rebuilding our roads, our bridges, our
dams, our levees; roads like U.S. 31 here in In-
diana—that Hoosiers can count on—that con-

nects small towns and rural communities to
opportunities for economic growth. And I
know that a new overpass downtown would
make a big difference for businesses and fami-
lies right here in Elkhart.

We’ll also put people to work rebuilding our
schools. This school is a terrific school, but I
know there’s work to be done here. We should
do it so that all our children can have the
world-class classrooms—the labs, the librar-
ies—that we—they need in order to compete
in today’s global economy.

We should be investing in clean alternative
sources of energy. We should be investing in
the electric grid we need to transport this new
energy from coast to coast. So if you build a
windmill here in Indiana and it generates en-
ergy, that energy can get to Chicago and can
get to St. Louis and can get to other places all
across the country.

We can help make Indiana an energy-pro-
ducing State, not just an energy-consuming
State. The plan calls for weatherizing homes
across Indiana; installing state-of-the-art
equipment that help you control your energy
costs; building new, high-speed broadband
lines; reaching schools and small businesses in
rural Indiana so they can connect and compete
with their counterparts in any city of any coun-
try in the world.

Those are the kinds of projects that we’re
looking at, that put people to work, that allow
us to train people for jobs that pay a living
wage, and that end up being a gift that keeps
on giving, because not only are we creating
jobs now, but we’re creating the infrastructure
for the jobs of the future.

Now, let me be clear: I’m not going to tell
you that this bill is perfect. It’s coming out of
Washington, it’s going through Con-
gress—[laughter]—you know. Look, it’s not
perfect, but it is the right size, it is the right
scope. Broadly speaking, it has the right priori-
ties to create jobs that will jump-start our
economy and transform this economy for the
21st century.

I can’t tell you with a hundred percent cer-
tainty that every single item in this plan will
work exactly as we hoped. But what I can tell
you is, I can say with complete confidence that
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endless delay or paralysis in Washington in the
face of this crisis will only bring deepening di-
saster. I can tell you that doing nothing is not an
option.

So we’ve had a good debate. Now it’s time to
act. That’s why I’m calling on Congress to pass
this bill immediately. Folks here in Elkhart and
all across America need help right now. They
can’t afford to keep waiting for folks in Wash-
ington to get this done.

Even with this plan, the road ahead won’t be
easy. This crisis has been a long time in the
making. We’re not going to turn it around over-
night. Recovery will likely be measured in years,
not weeks or months. But we also know that our
economy will be stronger for generations to
come if we commit ourselves to the work that
needs to be done—commit ourselves today to
the work that needs to be done.

And being here in Elkhart, I am more confi-
dent than ever that we will get where we need
to be, because I know people are struggling, but
I also know that folks here are good workers
and good neighbors, who step up, who help
each other out, who make sacrifices when times
are tough. I know that all folks here are asking
for is a chance to work hard and to have that
work translate into a decent life for you and
your family. So I know you’re going to be doing
your part. I think it’s about time that Govern-
ment did its part too. That’s what this recovery
plan is all about. That’s why I hope it passes as
soon as possible, so we can start creating jobs
and helping families, and turning our economy
around.

Thank you, Elkhart. Thank you. 
Thank you. All right. Thank you. All right,

we’re going to take questions. All right, I just
want to make sure my mike is working here.
Here’s the deal on questions: First of all, we
didn’t screen anybody. So there’s some people
who like me in the audience, some people who
don’t. Some people agree with me, some people
who don’t. It doesn’t matter. We want to take
questions from everybody.

Here’s the only thing I’ve got to ask, though.
I would ask that everybody raise their
hand—not right now. People who had a ques-
tion, raise your hand. We’re going to try to call
on people, I’m going to try to go around the

room. We may not get to every single question,
so don’t be mad at me. We’ve got a lot of people
here. We’ve got about 35 minutes—40 minutes,
so I’m going to try to get as many questions as
possible, which means try to keep your question
relatively succinct, and I will try to keep my an-
swer relatively succinct. We’ve got young peo-
ple in the audience who have microphones, so
wait until the microphone gets to you. And if
you could introduce yourself, that will be help-
ful. And the last thing I’m going to do is I’m go-
ing to go girl, boy, girl, boy, so that nobody gets
mad at me.

All right. This young lady right here, she’s
number one, right here.

Economic Stabilization Legislation

Q. Thank you. And, President Obama, we
welcome you to Elkhart with our whole heart.

The President. Thank you.
Q. You are just—we are so grateful that

you’ve come here today.
The President. Thank you.
Q. My question to you is, sir, when you allo-

cate the money for Elkhart, Indiana, will it
come directly into Elkhart? Or where—is it go-
ing to have to go around somewhere else?

The President. Well, first of all, what’s your
name?

Q. My name is Helen Castillo.
The President. Okay, thank you, Helen. It’s a

good question. Look, we’ve got to get the bill
passed. But we also have to make sure that the
money is well spent, which means we’re doing
some things that are unprecedented to make
sure that the money gets out quickly, but it gets
out wisely.

We’re going to set up an independent board
made up of Democrats and Republicans to re-
view how the money is being spent, because
we’ve got to make sure that it’s not being wast-
ed on somebody’s special project that may not
actually create help for people. So that’s point
number one.

Point number two is we’re actually going to
set up something called recovery.gov. This is
going to be a special website that we set up that
gives you a report on where the money is going
in your community, how it’s being spent, how
many jobs it’s being created, so that all of you
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can be the eyes and ears. And if you see that a
project is not working the way it’s supposed to,
you’ll be able to get on that website and say,
“You know, I thought this was supposed to be
going to school construction, but I haven’t no-
ticed any changes being made.” And that will
help us track how this money is being spent.

Now, in terms of how it’s being utilized and
who it’s going to, it’s probably going to depend
on different aspects of the plan. Some of the
plan will go to the State government because,
for example—well, let me give you an exam-
ple. Unemployment insurance is run through
the State, not run through a city, and so that
part of the plan will be going through the
State.

There are going to be other projects having
to do with transportation, for example, in
which we may be working directly with local
municipalities and communities as well as the
State government to make sure that the proj-
ect is well planned. And that’s why we’ve got
Secretary LaHood here, because he’s going to
be working with the local communities.

The same is true on education funding. We
may be working directly with the school super-
intendent, who I know is here, to figure out
where are the schools that are in most need of
help and where we can right away get some
construction going and get some improve-
ments going. So it’ll probably depend on what
stream of money we’re talking about, but the
key is we’re going to have strong oversight and
strong transparency to make sure that this
money is well spent.

And listen, I know that there are a lot of
folks out there who have been saying, “Oh, this
is pork and this is money that’s going to be
wasted and et cetera, et cetera.” Understand:
This bill does not have a single earmark in it,
which is unprecedented for a bill of this
size—does not have a single earmark in it.

So we may debate—we can debate, you
know, whether you’d rather have this tax cut
versus that tax cut, or this project versus that
project. Be clear, though, that there aren’t
a—there aren’t individual pork projects that
Members of Congress are putting into this bill.
Regardless of what the critics say, there are no
earmarks in this bill. That’s part of the change

that we’re bringing to Washington, is making
sure that this money is well spent to actually
create jobs right here in Elkhart.

All right? Okay.
Gentleman up there, all the way at the top.

You, that’s right. [Laughter] But hold on a sec-
ond. Let’s get a mike to him. All right.

Tax Breaks/Bank Lending

Q. Thank you. I also want to just be very
thrilled to be in the presence of you because
we’ve been looking for a change. We are truly
tired of the economics that we have been get-
ting that has got us into the position that we’re
in. That theory has been a trickle down. We
need to trickle up.

So I would hope in your philosophy of try-
ing to kick-start the economy that the money
gets directly to the people who are—have
homes that are foreclosed, the people that
have lost jobs. To try to give to a bank and give
a low interest rate, and the person whose
home has been foreclosed on don’t have a job,
don’t help anybody. It’s a sale that nobody can
take advantage of because you ain’t got no
money.

So I would hope and I pray that you would
support the people who got you into the of-
fice—we, the people, not the fat cat—[laugh-
ter]—we, the people—to where that the mon-
ey gets directly into the hands of the people
who are hurting, to where that we don’t have
to worry about going to the State, going to the
Federal Government, standing in line some-
where. Send that check to our mailbox. [Ap-
plause] Amen, amen. 

The President. Let me respond——
Q. So we can take it to the bank and pay

that mortgage. Thank you.
The President. Let me—can everybody hear

me? Hold on a second. Testing, testing. How’s
that? All right. 

Well, let me respond in a couple of ways.
Number one, when it comes to tax cuts, you
are exactly right that instead of providing tax
cuts to the wealthiest Americans, what I’ve
been pushing in this plan is to make sure that
the tax cuts goes to working families. That is
not only good for those families, it’s actually
good for the economy, because when you give
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a tax break to working families who are strug-
gling, they will spend it on buying a new coat
for the kids, or making sure that they get that
car repaired that they use to get to work.

When you give it to the wealthier families,
they just put it away somewhere, and so it
doesn’t circulate in the economy. So tax cuts
targeted to working families are the most effec-
tive means of stimulus that we can provide to
the economy.

Now, you’re making another point, though,
that has to do with a separate part of what we’re
going to need to get this economy moving again,
and that has to do with the financial system and
the banking system. And I just want to be clear
that the Recovery and Reinvestment Act that is
before Congress right now is just one leg in the
stool of recovery.

The other thing that we’ve got to get done is
we’ve got to get the banks stable and lending
again. Part of what’s happened in terms of the
RV industry, for example—I was talking to
Congressman Donnelly about this—is basically
people who want to buy an RV can’t get financ-
ing right now even if they’ve got good credit. So
what we’re going to be trying to do is to set up a
whole new mechanism for helping people get
consumer credit. We’re going to help small
businesses and medium-sized businesses get
credit. And instead of just pumping that money
directly into Wall Street, we’re going to make
sure that a lot of that money is going directly to
consumers, and the money that does go into
Wall Street is going to come with some strings
attached.

You cannot expect taxpayers to bail out banks
that have made bad decisions when they are
then using that money to give themselves huge
bonuses.

So one of the things that we’ve said is, look,
we understand that the banking system is frag-
ile right now and even though those folks made
bad decisions, it could bring down the entire
economy, and affects towns like Elkhart, so
we’re going to do something strengthen the
banking system. But, you know, you are not go-
ing to be able to give out these big bonuses until
you’ve paid taxpayers back. You can’t get corpo-
rate jets. You can’t go take a trip to Las Vegas or
go down to the Super Bowl on the taxpayers’

dime. There’s got to be some accountability and
some responsibility, and that’s something that I
intend to impose as President of the United
States.

All right. Young lady right here, right here in
the striped sweater.

The President’s Cabinet Nominees/Government
Ethics

Q. Thank you. My question is, you have—my
name is Tara. You have come to our county and
asked us to trust you, but those that you have
appointed to your Cabinet are not trustworthy
and can’t handle their own budget and taxes.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no, this is a legiti-

mate—this is a legitimate question.
Q. So I’m one of those that thinks you need

to have a beer with Sean Hannity. So tell me
why, from my side, we can understand——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, that’s okay. That’s okay.

No, no, look, I think it was a perfectly legitimate
question.

First of all, I appoint—I’ve appointed hun-
dreds of people, all of whom are outstanding
Americans who are doing a great job. There are
a couple who had problems before they came
into my administration in terms of their taxes.
Look—and I think this is a legitimate criticism
that people have made, because you can’t ex-
pect one set of folks to not pay their taxes when
everybody else is paying theirs. So I think that’s
a legitimate concern.

I will tell you that the individuals at issue
here, I know them personally, and I think these
were honest mistakes. And I made sure they
were honest mistakes beforehand. And one of
the things I’ve discovered is, if you’re not going
to appoint anybody whose ever made a mistake
in your life, then you’re not going to have any-
body taking your jobs. So—[applause].

But having said that, what I did acknowledge,
and I said it publicly on just about every TV sta-
tion, is something that you probably sometimes
don’t hear from politicians, which is: I made a
mistake. And that, because I don’t want to send
the signal that they’re two sets of rules.

Now, understand, though, I think something
that should also be mentioned is that we’ve set
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up an unprecedented set of ethics rules in my
White House where we are not—everybody
will acknowledge that we have set up the high-
est standard ever for lobbyists not working in
the administration; people who work in my ad-
ministration aren’t going to be able to go out
the revolving door and start working for some
lobbying firm and lobbying the White House.
Republicans and Democrats have acknowl-
edged that this is a very high bar that we’ve set
for ourselves. We have not been perfect, but
we are changing the culture in Washington
and it’s going to take some time.

Now, with respect to Sean Hannity, I didn’t
know that he had invited me for a beer.
[Laughter] But I will take that under advise-
ment. [Laughter] Generally, his opinion of me
does not seem to be very high—[laugh-
ter]—but I’m always good for a beer,
so—[laughter].

All right. Well, let me get this side of the
room and then I’ll come back in. I want to
make sure I’m not looking too biased on one
side here. That gentleman right up there in
the corner there—you, yes.

Alternative Fuel Sources/Health Care

Q. Thank you, President Obama. It’s—like
everybody else has said, it’s an honor to be
here. I’m—my name is Jason Ward and I’m a
local attorney here in town, but I’ve seen a lot
of the effects that the manufacturing industry
has had here. And there’s been a lot of discus-
sion with respect to green jobs and environ-
mental issues——

The President. Right.
Q. ——and this area has been one of the ar-

eas that’s been mentioned about maybe re-
tooling to take advantage of the green revolu-
tion. And I guess the question is, with respect
to the stimulus bill, is—are there provisions in
there that address green job issues, improve-
ment of environmental issues, and those type
of matters?

The President. Absolutely. It’s a great ques-
tion, and let me describe for you just some of
the things that we have in there. Under this
plan, we would double the production of alter-
native energy—double it from where it is right
now. So that’s point number one.

Point number two, there is money allocated
in this plan to develop the new battery tech-
nologies that will allow not just cars but poten-
tially RVs as well to be—to move into the next
generation of plug-in hybrids that get much
better gas mileage, that will wean ourselves off
dependence on Middle Eastern oil, and will
improve our environment and lessen the po-
tential effects of greenhouse gases and climate
change.

We also have put in money that provide for
the weatherization of millions of homes across
the country. Now, this is an example of where
you get a multiplier effect. If you allocate
money to weatherize homes, the homeowner
gets the benefit of lower energy bills. You right
away put people back to work, many of whom
in the construction industry and in the housing
industry are out of work right now; they are
immediately put to work doing something.
You can train young people as apprentices to
start getting training at—in home construction
through weatherization. And you start reduc-
ing energy costs for the Nation as a whole. So
there are billions of dollars in this plan allocat-
ed for moving us towards a new energy future.

Now, I’ll be honest with you, some of the
critics of the plan have said that’s pork. I don’t
understand their criticism. Their basic argu-
ment is, “Well, that’s—you’re trying to make
policy instead of just doing short-term stimu-
lus.” Well, my whole attitude is, if we’re going
to spend billions of dollars to creates jobs any-
way, then why wouldn’t we want to create jobs
in things like clean energy that create a better
economic future for us over the long term?
That just—that’s common sense to me. That’s
common sense to me. 

And that is especially important for the
Midwest, because if you think about it, the au-
to industry, RV industry, transportation indus-
try is so important to us here in the Midwest.
If we don’t use this crisis as an opportunity to
start retooling, then we will never catch up and
be able to compete effectively against Japa-
nese automakers, Korean automakers, and we
will find ourselves continuing to slide. This
should be an opportunity for us to retool.

And so I am going to make this a big priority
over the next few days as we’re trying to
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reconcile the House and the Senate bill, getting
folks in Congress to understand that this is one
of the best possible investments that we can
make.

Let me give you another example of long-
term investments that are in this plan. I’ve been
criticized because I suggested that as part of
this plan we should improve information tech-
nology in the health care system. Now, here’s
the reason that I want to do it. Not only will it
immediately create jobs in the health care in-
dustry, as well as in information technolo-
gies—people who are programmers, people
who are information systems specialists—but it
will also put everybody’s medical records in a
computerized form that will reduce medical er-
rors and cut down the cost of health care over
the long term.

One of our biggest problems is that health
care costs keep on going up even when every-
thing else is going down. You know that in your
own lives. The average family premium has
doubled over the last 8 years, even though your
wages and your incomes haven’t doubled.

If we keep on going down that path, health
care is going to gobble up everything. So what
I’ve said is, look, if we’re going to be spending
money anyway creating jobs, why not create
jobs getting these medical records set up in a
way that drives down health care costs over the
long term. Some of my critics have said that’s
social policy, that’s not stimulus. Look, doesn’t
it make sense, if we’re going to spend this mon-
ey, to solve some big problems that have been
around for decades? That’s what we’re trying to
do. That’s what’s in this package, and that’s why
I hope Congress supports it.

All right. It’s a young lady’s turn. This young
lady right here. Hold on one second, let’s get a
mike to you so everybody can hear you. We got
a mike? 

Housing Market

Q. I’m Jackie Whittaker from South Bend,
and I work as a foreclosure intervention coun-
selor. And there’s a bill pending that’s—indi-
cates that they’re trying to get the authority for
judges to go in and then they’d change and help
mortgages. Do you think that is something that
will pass?

The President. Let me talk to you about the
housing foreclosure issue, because this was
raised by this gentleman as well. We have to
give homeowners some help and some relief.

You’ve got home foreclosures that have gone
up astronomically during this recession, during
this downturn. It is both a cause and effect of
the downturn. If we don’t do anything about
stabilizing the housing market, it is going to be
much more difficult for us to recover.

So we are going to be unveiling a series of
plans to help not only homeowners who are at
the brink of foreclosure, but there are a lot of
homeowners who are making their mortgage
payments every day, but they’ve seen the value
of their homes decline so badly that now their
mortgage is more than the value of their home,
which means that even when interest rates are
low, it’s very hard to refinance your home to
take advantage of those low rates because a
bank will say, “Well, you actually owe more than
the home is worth.” So we’re going to be doing
a lot of work on this.

Now, one potential provision that has been
discussed that I’m supportive of, but is not in
this package—it will be on a separate pack-
age—is the idea that right now, if you have a
second home or a third home or a fourth or a
fifth home—[laughter]—and you go bankrupt,
then the judge can modify the terms of your
mortgage on your second, third, fourth, fifth
home. So if you’re worth $100 billion, you
bought all these houses, and suddenly you went
bankrupt, you would still be able to protect your
second, third, fourth, fifth home.

But if you are like most people, including me,
and you got one house—[applause]—keep in
mind, the house I’m in, in DC, I’m just borrow-
ing that, that’s the people’s house. So I’m
just—I’m a guest in Washington, in the people’s
house. My house is on the south side of Chica-
go, that I own. But if you just have one house, it
turns out that under current law you can’t mod-
ify that mortgage if you are in bankruptcy. And
if you just can’t make the payments, the judge is
not authorized to modify that loan so that let’s
say, the banks have to take a little bit less, but
you are still making some payments. Now that
makes no sense. What that’s doing is, it’s forcing
a lot of people into foreclosure who potentially
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would be better off, and the bank would be
better off and the community would be better
off, if they’re at least making some payments,
but they’re not able to make all the payments
necessary.

So this is a piece of legislation that I strongly
support. We’re going to try to make that part
of our housing package so that—remember I
said, this recovery package and reinvestment
package is just one leg of the stool. We’ve got
to deal with the credit crisis; we’ve got to deal
with housing. There are a whole bunch of oth-
er steps that we’re going to have to take, and
this is one of them.

All right. The gentleman right back here in
the tie, here, yes.

Alternative Fuel Sources/Renewable Energy

Q. Thank you, President Obama. I’m Bill
Keith from SunRise Solar. I manufacture a so-
lar-powered attic fan right here in Indiana.
And—[applause]—believe me, a lot of people
encouraged me to go to China years ago to
manufacture my products so I could live a lit-
tle higher on the hog, and I decided to keep
my friends and neighbors employed and make
it right here.

The President. That’s right. Excellent.
Q. And I wanted you to know that we’ve got

people in this row—Eric, Laura, Terry, De-
nise, Jesse Carbonda up in the balcony, and
Gary Freimiller—and these are people who
are running green companies right now that
are employing American people on our soil
and keeping jobs here.

What we need is a little more friendly envi-
ronment from the utility companies, so if I
want to put a solar system on my house, I can
get more than 9 cents on the dollar for the
electric I feed back into it. 

The President. Yes.
Q. Some legislation like that would be help-

ful. And what my stance has been is, if the
Federal Government mandates that the utility
companies have to produce at least so much
renewable energy, then all of our rates are go-
ing to go up.

So I’ve been trying to encourage my own
State to be more proactive and adopt a renew-
able energy standard, renewable electric stan-

dard on their own. What do you see in the
pipeline for companies like mine? Because it’s
hard—I don’t get any tax—you know, those of
you out there that think that the prior adminis-
tration or someone gave us some kind of bene-
fits for being a green company here—there
are none. I mean, there’s no real incentive for
us to do what we’re doing, so we’re doing it out
of passion right now. So we appreciate all that
you’re saying about renewables.

The President. Good. Well, let me—three
things that we can do, just very specific and we
can do them quickly, and then there’s a fourth
thing that we can do that will take a little bit
more time.

Number one is that we need to pass a re-
newable energy standard. And what that does
is, just for people who aren’t sort of experts in
the field, it’s pretty simple. What it says is—to
the various utilities, it says, you need to get 15
percent or 20 percent of your energy from re-
newable sources. And once you set that bench-
mark, then what happens is, is that people who
are producing renewable energy—solar or
wind or hydrothermal—what they’re able to
do then is count on a pretty solid market that
they’re going to be able to sell their energy to.
And that means investors, then, will say, “You
know what, this is actually a pretty good thing
for us to invest in.” And it—over time what
that means is, is that more and more people
invest in renewable energy, which means that
technology gets better, the research and devel-
opment improves, and you start growing that
sector. So a renewable energy standard is very
important. That’s point number one.

Point number two is we should be providing
tax credits and loan guarantees to renewable
energy. There are some in place currently that
have—are on the verge of lapsing, and we
have to act much more forcefully in terms of
making sure that those are in place. That’s the
second thing.

The third thing that we should be doing is
working with utilities all across America, in-
cluding here in Indiana, to do what some utili-
ties are already doing in California. And this is
a really smart thing. What they do is, the utility
is able to make money not just on how much
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energy it sells, but it’s also able to make money
on how much energy its customers save.

So you can structure how they charge your
electricity bill so that if you started installing a
solar panel, that you would actually, as you
point out, be able to sell some of that energy
back when you’re not using it. You get to put
some money in your pocket, and the utilities are
rewarded for encouraging you to do that. Right
now they don’t have enough incentive to do it
because they’re making money the more energy
you use, whereas what we want to do is
make—give them incentives so that they are
constantly telling you how you can save energy.

The fourth thing, and this is the thing that’s
going to take a little bit longer, is we’ve got to
improve basic science, research, and develop-
ment. When it comes to solar, when it comes to
wind, the price has gone down, but generally
speaking, it’s still a little more expensive than
fossil fuels: coal, natural gas, and so forth. So
we’ve got to improve the technology, and that’s
why I want to make sure that we’re investing
some money every year in the development of
new energy technologies that will drive those
costs down over the long term.

The country that figures out how to make
cheaper energy that’s also clean, that country is
going to win the economic competition of the
future. And I want that to be the United States
of America. That’s one of my commitments as
President of the United States.

All right, this part of the room has been kind
of neglected here. Let’s get that young lady
right there. Yes.

Job Creation/Education

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. My name is Er-
in Mendoza, and I kind of had a question that
went along with the gentleman over there.
What are you going to do about enticing compa-
nies to stay here in the United States once we
have them? A lot of local companies have gone
overseas since I was born—sorry. And the econ-
omy here in Elkhart was at a high, and it is go-
ing down because companies are enticed to
leave. So like the gentleman said, they can live
higher on the hog.

The President. Well, look, I believe that the
United States has the most productive workers.

We’ve got the best universities and colleges.
We’ve got the most dynamic, risk-taking econo-
my and innovative economy of any in the world.
So we can compete against anybody.

But we’ve got some problems both in terms
of our failure to invest in what’s going to keep
us competitive; we under-invest when it comes
to energy—we just talked about. Our health
care system is broken, and that’s a huge cost. A
lot of employers who want to stay here find it
very difficult to deal with the rising cost of
health care for their employees. So fixing health
care will actually make us more competitive.

We’ve got a Tax Code that is too often
skewed to encourage companies to move over-
seas. We still have laws on the books that give
tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs
overseas. And I think it’s important for us to
give tax breaks to companies that are investing
right here in Elkhart, and right here in the
United States of America.

Now, having said all that, the single most im-
portant factor I think in whether or not compa-
nies are going to continue to locate here in
Elkhart and around the country is, what are we
doing about education. Because the quality of
the work force is probably what most compa-
nies are going to pay the most attention to over
time. There are going to be some companies
that just ship jobs overseas, because it’s low val-
ue-added work. And they don’t need skilled la-
bor. And if you don’t need skilled labor to make
certain things, then you’re just going to find the
cheapest place. And we’re never going to be
able to compete against a country like Bangla-
desh when it comes to low-wage work.

But what we should be looking for is how do
we encourage high-wage, high-value work. And
there the key is going to be how well we are
training our work force. That’s why in this re-
covery and reinvestment package, we put bil-
lions of dollars not only to make sure that school
districts who are getting hammered are able to
keep their teachers, but also we have money in
the package to make sure that we are retraining
our teachers around math and science, so that
they are able to provide our young people what
they need to compete in this new global econo-
my. We have money to make—create new labs,
so that we have got science labs and the latest
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Internet connections into our schools so that
they are part of this modern economy; we have
money to revamp our community colleges,
which are a tremendous bridge for people who
maybe need more training to get these new
jobs of the future.

Now, I’ll be honest with you, the Senate
version cut a lot of these education dollars. I
would like to see some of it restored. And over
the next few days, as we are having these con-
versations, we should talk about how we can
make sure that we’re investing in education,
because that’s what’s going to keep companies
investing right here in the United States over
the long term. All right?

Now, there’s a young man right in front of
you here who’s—yes, you. [Laughter] In fact, I
just received a note that this is the last ques-
tion. 

Audience members. Aww!
The President. Oh, don’t be mad at me.

[Laughter] I would love to stay here for a long
time, but I’ve got to go back to Washington
and convince everybody to get moving on this
package.

Education

The President. And this is a good place to
end, with our future here. What’s your name?

Q. My name is James.
The President. James, how old are you?
Q. I’m 9 years old.
The President. Okay, fantastic. What’s your

question?
Q. What are you going to do to help our

schools?
The President. Well, you know, I just started

talking about that. [Laughter] So, James, as I

said, I think that we’ve got to rebuild our
schools to make sure that they’re state of the
art. We also have to make sure that we are
training new teachers and retraining some of
the existing teachers so that they’ve got the
best possible skills.

We also are going to have to reform how we
do business in some of the schools. I think it’s
very important for us to have high standards. I
think we’ve got to do a better job, though, of
assessing performance in schools. No Child
Left Behind needs to be reworked in a more
effective way.

But the last thing that we need in
schools—do in schools has nothing to do with
money. It has everything to do with parents.
Because we can put as much money as we
want into schools—if parents don’t have an at-
titude that says, I’m going to make sure my
child does my homework; that I’m meeting
with the teacher to find out what’s going on; if
all of us aren’t instilling a sense of excellence
in our kids, then they’re not going to be able to
compete. And that means young people like
you, you’re going to have to work a little hard-
er. [Laughter]

Yes. Thank you, James.
All right, everybody. God bless you. God

bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. at
Concord Community High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ed Neufeldt, former
employee, Monaco Coach Corporation, who
introduced the President; George Dyer, su-
perintendent, Concord Community Schools;
and Sean Hannity, host of FOX News Chan-
nel’s “Hannity” program.

The President’s News Conference
February 9, 2009

The President. Good evening, everybody.
Please be seated.

Before I take your questions tonight, I’d like
to speak briefly about the state of our economy
and why I believe we need to put this recovery
plan in motion as soon as possible.

I took a trip to Elkhart, Indiana today.
Elkhart is a place that has lost jobs faster than
anywhere else in America. In 1 year, the un-
employment rate went from 4.7 percent to
15.3 percent. Companies that have sustained
this community for years are shedding jobs at
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an alarming speed, and the people who’ve lost
them have no idea what to do or who to turn to.
They can’t pay their bills, and they’ve stopped
spending money. And because they’ve stopped
spending money, more businesses have been
forced to lay off more workers. In fact, local TV
stations have started running public service an-
nouncements that tell people where to find
food banks, even as the food banks don’t have
enough to meet the demand.

As we speak, similar scenes are playing out in
cities and towns across America. Last Monday,
more than a thousand men and women stood in
line for 35 firefighter jobs in Miami. Last
month, our economy lost 598,000 jobs, which is
nearly the equivalent of losing every single job
in the State of Maine. And if there’s anyone out
there who still doesn’t believe this constitutes a
full-blown crisis, I suggest speaking to one of
the millions of Americans whose lives have
been turned upside down because they don’t
know where their next paycheck is coming
from.

And that is why the single most important
part of this economic recovery and reinvest-
ment plan is the fact that it will save or create
up to 4 million jobs, because that’s what Ameri-
ca needs most right now.

It is absolutely true that we can’t depend on
Government alone to create jobs or economic
growth. That is and must be the role of the pri-
vate sector. But at this particular moment, with
the private sector so weakened by this reces-
sion, the Federal Government is the only entity
left with the resources to jolt our economy back
into life. It is only Government that can break
the vicious cycle where lost jobs lead to people
spending less money, which leads to even more
layoffs. And breaking that cycle is exactly what
the plan that’s moving through Congress is de-
signed to do.

When passed, this plan will ensure that
Americans who’ve lost their jobs, through no
fault of their own, can receive greater unem-
ployment benefits and continue their health
care coverage. We’ll also provide a $2,500 tax
credit to folks who are struggling to pay the
costs of their college tuition, and $1,000 worth
of badly needed tax relief to working and mid-
dle class families. These steps will put more

money in the pockets of those Americans who
are most likely to spend it, and that will help
break the cycle and get our economy moving.

But as we’ve learned very clearly and conclu-
sively over the last 8 years, tax cuts alone can’t
solve all of our economic problems, especially
tax cuts that are targeted to the wealthiest few
Americans. We have tried that strategy time
and time again, and it’s only helped lead us to
the crisis we face right now.

And that’s why we have come together
around a plan that combines hundreds of bil-
lions in tax cuts for the middle class with direct
investment in areas like health care, energy, ed-
ucation, and infrastructure, investments that
will save jobs, create new jobs and new busi-
nesses, and help our economy grow again, now
and in the future.

More than 90 percent of the jobs created by
this plan will be in the private sector. They’re
not going to be make-work jobs, but jobs doing
the work that America desperately needs done:
jobs rebuilding our crumbling roads and bridg-
es, repairing our dangerously deficient dams
and levees so that we don’t face another Ka-
trina. They’ll be jobs building the wind turbines
and solar panels and fuel-efficient cars that will
lower our dependence on foreign oil, and mod-
ernizing our costly health care system that will
save us billions of dollars and countless lives.

They’ll be jobs creating the 21st century
classrooms, libraries, and labs for millions of
children across America. And they’ll be the jobs
of firefighters and teachers and police officers
that would otherwise be eliminated if we do not
provide States with some relief.

After many weeks of debate and discussion,
the plan that ultimately emerges from Congress
must be big enough and bold enough to meet
the size of the economic challenges that we face
right now. It’s a plan that is already supported
by businesses representing almost every indus-
try in America; by both the Chamber of Com-
merce and the AFL–CIO. It contains input,
ideas, and compromises from both Democrats
and Republicans. It also contains an unprece-
dented level of transparency and accountability,
so that every American will be able to go online
and see where and how we’re spending every
dime. What it does not contain, however, is a
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single pet project, not a single earmark, and it
has been stripped of the projects members of
both parties found most objectionable.

Now, despite all of this, the plan is not per-
fect; no plan is. I can’t tell you for sure that ev-
erything in this plan will work exactly as we
hope, but I can tell you with complete confi-
dence that a failure to act will only deepen this
crisis as well as the pain felt by millions of
Americans. Now, my administration inherited
a deficit of over $1 trillion, but because we also
inherited the most profound economic emer-
gency since the Great Depression, doing a lit-
tle or nothing at all will result in even greater
deficits, even greater job loss, even greater loss
of income, and even greater loss of confi-
dence. Those are deficits that could turn a cri-
sis into a catastrophe. And I refuse to let that
happen. As long as I hold this office, I will do
whatever it takes to put this economy back on
track and put this country back to work.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who’ve worked so hard to move this plan for-
ward. But I also want to urge all Members of
Congress to act without delay in the coming
week to resolve their differences and pass this
plan.

We find ourselves in a rare moment where
the citizens of our country and all countries
are watching and waiting for us to lead. It’s a
responsibility that this generation did not ask
for, but one that we must accept for the future
and our children and our grandchildren. And
the strongest democracies flourish from fre-
quent and lively debate, but they endure when
people of every background and belief find a
way to set aside smaller differences in service
of a greater purpose.

That’s the test facing the United States of
America in this winter of our hardship. And it
is our duty as leaders and citizens to say—stay
true to that purpose in the weeks and months
ahead. After a day of speaking with and listen-
ing to the fundamentally decent men and
women who call this Nation home, I have full
faith and confidence that we can do it. But
we’re going to have to work together. And
that’s what I intend to promote in the weeks
and days ahead.

And with that, I’ll take some of your ques-
tions. And let me go to Jennifer Loven at AP
[Associated Press].

National Economy/Economic Stabilization
Legislation

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Earlier today
in Indiana, you said something striking. You
said that this Nation could end up in a crisis
without action that we would be unable to re-
verse. Can you talk about what you know or
what you’re hearing that would lead you to say
that our recession might be permanent, when
others in our history have not? And do you
think that you risk losing some credibility or
even talking down the economy by using dire
language like that?

The President. No, no, no, no. I think that
what I’ve said is what other economists have
said across the political spectrum, which is that
if you delay acting on an economy of this se-
verity, then you potentially create a negative
spiral that becomes much more difficult for us
to get out of. We saw this happen in Japan in
the 1990s, where they did not act boldly and
swiftly enough, and as a consequence they suf-
fered what was called the “lost decade” where
essentially for the entire nineties they did not
see any significant economic growth.

So what I’m trying to underscore is what the
people in Elkhart already understand: that this
is not your ordinary run-of-the-mill recession.
We are going through the worst economic cri-
sis since the Great Depression. We’ve lost now
3.6 million jobs, but what’s perhaps even more
disturbing is that almost half of that job loss
has taken place over the last 3 months, which
means that the problems are accelerating in-
stead of getting better.

Now, what I said in Elkhart today is what I
repeat this evening, which is, I’m absolutely
confident that we can solve this problem, but
it’s going to require us to take some significant,
important steps.

Step number one: We have to pass an eco-
nomic recovery and reinvestment plan. And
we’ve made progress. There was a vote this
evening that moved the process forward in the
Senate. We already have a House bill that’s
passed. I’m hoping over the next several days
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that the House and the Senate can reconcile
their differences and get that bill on my desk.

There have been criticisms from a bunch of
different directions about this bill, so let me just
address a few of them. Some of the criticisms
really are with the basic idea that Government
should intervene at all in this moment of crisis.
Now, you have some people, very sincere, who
philosophically just think the Government has
no business interfering in the marketplace. And
in fact, there are several who’ve suggested that
FDR was wrong to intervene back in the New
Deal. They’re fighting battles that I thought
were resolved a pretty long time ago.

Most economists, almost unanimously, rec-
ognize that even if philosophically you’re wary
of Government intervening in the economy,
when you have the kind of problem we have
right now: what started on Wall Street goes to
Main Street, suddenly businesses can’t get
credit, they start paring back their investment,
they start laying off workers, workers start pull-
ing back in terms of spending that—when you
have that situation, that Government is an im-
portant element of introducing some additional
demand into the economy. We stand to lose
about $1 trillion worth of demand this year and
another trillion next year. And what that means
is you’ve got this gaping hole in the economy.

That’s why the figure that we initially came
up with of approximately $800 billion was put
forward. That wasn’t just some random number
that I plucked out of a hat. That was Republican
and Democratic, conservative and liberal econ-
omists that I spoke to, who indicated that given
the magnitude of the crisis and the fact that it’s
happening worldwide, it’s important for us to
have a bill of sufficient size and scope that we
can save or create 4 million jobs. That still
means that you’re going to have some net job
loss, but at least we can start slowing the trend
and moving it in the right direction.

Now, the recovery and reinvestment package
is not the only thing we have to do, it’s one leg
of the stool. We are still going to have to make
sure that we are attracting private capital, get
the credit markets flowing again, because that’s
the lifeblood of the economy.

And so tomorrow my Treasury Secretary Tim
Geithner will be announcing some very clear

and specific plans for how we are going to start
loosening up credit once again. And that means
having some transparency and oversight in the
system. It means that we correct some of the
mistakes with TARP that were made earlier, the
lack of consistency, the lack of clarity in terms
of how the program was going to move forward.
It means that we condition taxpayer dollars that
are being provided to banks on them showing
some restraint when it comes to executive com-
pensation, not using the money to charter cor-
porate jets when they’re not necessary. It means
that we focus on housing and how are we going
to help homeowners that are suffering foreclo-
sure or homeowners who are still making their
mortgage payments, but are seeing their prop-
erty values decline.

So there are going to be a whole range of ap-
proaches that we have to take for dealing with
the economy. My bottom line is to make sure
that we are saving or creating 4 million jobs, we
are making sure that the financial system is
working again, that homeowners are getting
some relief. And I’m happy to get good ideas
from across the political spectrum, from Demo-
crats and Republicans. What I won’t do is re-
turn to the failed theories of the last 8 years that
got us into this fix in the first place, because
those theories have been tested, and they have
failed. And that’s part of what the election in
November was all about.

Okay, Caren Bohan of Reuters.

Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’d like to shift
gears to foreign policy. What is your strategy for
engaging Iran, and when will you start to imple-
ment it? Will your timetable be affected at all
by the Iranian elections? And are you getting
any indications that Iran is interested in a dialog
with the United States?

The President. I said during the campaign
that Iran is a country that has extraordinary
people, extraordinary history and traditions, but
that its actions over many years now have been
unhelpful when it comes to promoting peace
and prosperity both in the region and around
the world; that their attacks or their financing of
terrorist organizations like Hizballah and
Hamas, the bellicose language that they’ve used
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towards Israel, their development of a nuclear
weapon, or their pursuit of a nuclear weapon,
that all those things create the possibility of
destabilizing the region and are not only con-
trary to our interests, but I think are contrary
to the interests of international peace. What
I’ve also said is that we should take an ap-
proach with Iran that employs all of the re-
sources at the United States disposal, and that
includes diplomacy.

And so my national security team is current-
ly reviewing our existing Iran policy, looking at
areas where we can have constructive dialog,
where we can directly engage with them. And
my expectation is in the coming months we
will be looking for openings that can be creat-
ed where we can start sitting across the table,
face to face, diplomatic overtures that will al-
low us to move our policy in a new direction.

There’s been a lot of mistrust built up over
the years, so it’s not going to happen over-
night. And it’s important that even as we en-
gage in this direct diplomacy, we are very clear
about certain deep concerns that we have as a
country: that Iran understands that we find the
funding of terrorist organizations unaccept-
able; that we’re clear about the fact that a nu-
clear Iran could set off a nuclear arms race in
the region that would be profoundly destabi-
lizing.

So there are going to be a set of objectives
that we have in these conversations, but I
think that there’s the possibility at least of a re-
lationship of mutual respect and progress. And
I think that if you look at how we’ve ap-
proached the Middle East, my designation of
George Mitchell as a special envoy to help
deal with the Arab-Israeli situation, some of
the interviews that I’ve given, it indicates the
degree to which we want to do things differ-
ently in the region. Now it’s time for Iran to
send some signals that it wants to act different-
ly as well, and recognize that even as it has
some rights as a member of the international
community, with those rights come responsi-
bilities.

Okay. Chip Reid [CBS News].

Bipartisanship in Congress/Economic Stabili-
zation Legislation

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You have of-
ten said that bipartisanship is extraordinarily
important overall, and in this stimulus pack-
age. But now when we ask your advisers about
the lack of bipartisanship so far—zero votes in
the House, three in the Senate—they say,
“Well, it’s not the number of votes that mat-
ters, it’s the number of jobs that will be creat-
ed.” Is that a sign that you are moving
away—your White House is moving away from
this emphasis on bipartisanship? And what
went wrong? Did you underestimate how hard
it would be to change the way Washington
works?

The President. Oh, I don’t think I underesti-
mated it. I don’t think the under—the Ameri-
can people underestimated it. They under-
stand that there have been a lot of bad habits
built up here in Washington, and it’s going to
take time to break down some of those bad
habits.

You know, when I made a series of over-
tures to the Republicans—going over to meet
with both Republican caucuses, you know,
putting three Republicans in my Cabinet,
something that is unprecedented, making sure
that they were invited here to the White
House to talk about the economic recovery
plan—all those were not designed simply to
get some short-term votes. They were de-
signed to try to build up some trust over time.
And I think that as I continue to make these
overtures, over time hopefully that will be re-
ciprocated.

But understand the bottom line that I’ve got
right now, which is what’s happening to the
people of Elkhart and what’s happening across
the country. I can’t afford to see Congress play
the usual political games. What we have to do
right now is deliver for the American people.
So my bottom line when it comes to the recov-
ery package is, send me a bill that creates or
saves 4 million jobs. Because everybody has to
be possessed with a sense of urgency about
putting people back to work, making sure that
folks are staying in their homes, that they can
send their kids to college.
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That doesn’t negate the continuing efforts
that I’m going to make to listen and engage with
my Republican colleagues, and hopefully the
tone that I’ve taken, which has been consistent-
ly civil and respectful, will pay some dividends
over the long term. There are going to be areas
where we disagree, and there are going to be ar-
eas where we agree.

As I said, the one concern I’ve got on the
stimulus package, in terms of the debate and lis-
tening to some of what’s been said in Congress,
is that there seems to be a set of folks who—I
don’t doubt their sincerity—who just believe
that we should do nothing. Now, if that’s their
opening position or their closing position in ne-
gotiations, then we’re probably not going to
make much progress, because I don’t think
that’s economically sound, and I don’t think
what—that’s what the American people expect,
is for us to stand by and do nothing.

There are others who recognize that we’ve
got to do a significant recovery package, but
they’re concerned about the mix of what’s in
there. And if they’re sincere about it, then I’m
happy to have conversations about this tax cut
versus that tax cut, or this infrastructure project
versus that infrastructure project. But what
I—what I’ve been concerned about is some of
the language that’s been used suggesting that
this is full of pork and this is wasteful govern-
ment spending, so on and so forth.

First of all, when I hear that from folks who
presided over a doubling of the national debt,
then I just want them to not engage in some re-
visionist history. I inherited the deficit that we
have right now, and the economic crisis that we
have right now.

Number two is that although there are some
programs in there that I think are good policy,
some of them aren’t job creators. I think it’s
perfectly legitimate to say that those programs
should be out of this particular recovery pack-
age, and we can deal with them later. But when
they start characterizing this as pork without ac-
knowledging that there are no earmarks in this
package—something again that was pretty rare
over the last 8 years—then you get a feeling that
maybe we’re playing politics instead of actually
trying to solve problems for the American peo-
ple.

So I’m going to keep on engaging. I hope that
as we get the Senate and the House bills togeth-
er, that everybody is willing to give a little bit. I
suspect that the package that emerges is not go-
ing to be a hundred percent of what I want. But
my bottom line is, are we creating 4 million
jobs, and are we laying the foundation for long-
term economic growth. This is another concern
that I’ve had in some of the arguments that I’m
hearing.

When people suggest that, what a waste of
money to make Federal buildings more energy
efficient, why would that be a waste of money?
We’re creating jobs immediately by retrofitting
these buildings, or weatherizing 2 million
Americans’ homes, as was called for in the pack-
age. So that right there creates economic stimu-
lus. And we are saving taxpayers when it comes
to Federal buildings potentially $2 billion. In
the case of homeowners, they will see more
money in their pockets, and we’re reducing our
dependence on foreign oil in the Middle East.
Why wouldn’t we want to make that kind of in-
vestment?

Now, maybe philosophically you just don’t
think that the Federal Government should be
involved in energy policy. I happen to disagree
with that. I think that’s the reason why we find
ourselves importing more foreign oil now than
we did back in the early seventies when OPEC
first formed. And we can have a respectful de-
bate about whether or not we should be in-
volved in energy policymaking, but don’t sug-
gest that somehow that’s wasteful spending.
That’s exactly what this country needs.

The same applies when it comes to informa-
tion technologies in health care. We know that
health care is crippling businesses and making
us less competitive as well as breaking the banks
of families all across America, and part of the
reason is we’ve got the most inefficient health
care system imaginable. We’re still using paper;
we’re still filing things in triplicate. Nurses can’t
read the prescriptions that doctors have written
out. Why wouldn’t we want to put that on an
electronic medical record that will reduce error
rates, reduce our long-term cost of health care,
and create jobs right now?

Education, yet another example. The sugges-
tion is why should the Federal Government be
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involved in school construction. Well, I visited
a school down in South Carolina that was built
in the 1850s. Kids are still learning in that
school, as best they can. When the rail-
road—it’s right next to a railroad, and when
the train runs by, the whole building shakes
and the teacher has to stop teaching for a
while. The auditorium is completely broken
down; they can’t use it. So why wouldn’t we
want to build state-of-the-art schools with sci-
ence labs that are teaching our kids the skills
they need for the 21st century, that will en-
hance our economy, and by the way, right now
will create jobs?

So we can differ on some of the particulars,
but again, the question I think the American
people are asking is, do you just want govern-
ment to do nothing, or do you want it to do
something? If you want it to do something,
then we can have a conversation. But doing
nothing, that’s not an option from my perspec-
tive.

All right. Chuck Todd [NBC News].
Where’s Chuck?

National Economy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. In your open-
ing remarks, you talked about that if your plan
works the way you want it to work, it’s going to
increase consumer spending. But isn’t con-
sumer spending or overspending how we got
into this mess? And if people get money back
into their pockets, do you not want them sav-
ing it or paying down debt first before they
start spending money into the economy?

The President. Well, first of all, I don’t think
it’s accurate to say that consumer spending got
us into this mess. What got us into this mess
initially were banks taking exorbitant, wild
risks with other people’s monies based on
shaky assets. And because of the enormous le-
verage where they had $1 worth of assets and
they were betting $30 on that $1, what we had
was a crisis in the financial system. That led to
a contraction of credit, which in turn meant
businesses couldn’t make payroll or make in-
ventories, which meant that everybody be-
came uncertain about the future of the econo-
my, so people started making decisions ac-

cordingly, reducing investment, initiated lay-
offs, which in turn made things worse.

Now, you are making a legitimate point,
Chuck, about the fact that our savings rate has
declined and this economy has been driven by
consumer spending for a very long time, and
that’s not going to be sustainable. You know, if
all we’re doing is spending, and we’re not mak-
ing things, then over time other countries are
going to get tired of lending us money and
eventually the party is going to be over. Well,
in fact, the party now is over.

And so the sequence of how we’re ap-
proaching this is as follows: Our immediate job
is to stop the downward spiral, and that means
putting money into consumers’ pockets, it
means loosening up credit, it means putting
forward investments that not only employ peo-
ple immediately but also lay the groundwork
for long-term economic growth. And that, by
the way, is important even if you’re a fiscal
conservative, because the biggest problem
we’re going to have with our Federal budget is
if we continue a situation in which there are no
tax revenues because economic growth is
plummeting at the same time as we’ve got
more demands for unemployment insurance,
we’ve got more demands for people who’ve
lost their health care, more demand for food
stamps. That will put enormous strains on the
Federal budget as well as the State budget.

So the most important thing we can do for
our budget crisis right now is to make sure that
the economy doesn’t continue to tank. And
that’s why passing the economic recovery plan
is the right thing to do, even though I recog-
nize that it’s expensive. Look, I would love not
to have to spend money right now. I’d—this
notion that somehow I came in here just
ginned up to spend $800 billion, that wasn’t
how I envisioned my Presidency beginning,
but we have to adapt to existing circumstances.

Now, what we are going to also have to do is
to make sure that as soon as the economy sta-
bilizes, investment begins again; we’re no lon-
ger contracting but we’re growing; that our
mid-term and long-term budget is dealt with.
And I think the same is true for individual con-
sumers. Right now they’re just trying to figure
out, how do I make sure that if I lose my job,
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I’m still going to be able to make my mortgage
payments. Or they’re worried about how am I
going to pay next month’s bills. So they’re not
engaging in a lot of long-term financial plan-
ning.

Once the economy stabilizes and people are
less fearful, then I do think that we’re going to
have to start thinking about how do we operate
more prudently, because there’s no such thing
as a free lunch. So if you want to get—if you
want to buy a house, then putting zero down
and buying a house that is probably not afford-
able for you in case something goes wrong,
that’s something that has to be reconsidered.

So we’re going to have to change our bad
habits. But right now, the key is making sure
that we pull ourselves out of the economic
slump that we’re in.

All right. Julianna Goldman, Bloomberg.

Bank Lending

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Many experts,
from Nouriel Roubini to Senator Schumer,
have said that it will cost the Government more
than a trillion dollars to really fix the financial
system. During the campaign, you promised the
American people that you won’t just tell them
what they want to hear, but what they need to
hear. Won’t the Government need far more
than the $350 billion that’s remaining in the fi-
nancial rescue funds to really solve the credit
crisis?

The President. Well, the credit crisis is real
and it’s not over. We averted catastrophe by
passing the TARP legislation. But as I said be-
fore, because of a lack of clarity and consistency
in how it was applied, a lack of oversight in how
the money went out, we didn’t get as big of a
bang for the buck as we should have.

My immediate task is making sure that the
second half of that money, $350 billion, is spent
properly. That’s my first job. Before I even
think about what else I’ve got to do, my first
task is to make sure that my Secretary of the
Treasury, Tim Geithner, working with Larry
Summers, my National Economic Adviser, and
others, are coming up with the best possible
plan to use this money wisely—in a way that’s
transparent; in a way that provides clear over-
sight; that we are conditioning any money that

we give to banks on them reducing executive
compensation to reasonable levels; and to make
sure that they’re not wasting that money.

We are going to have to work with the banks
in an effective way to clean up their balance
sheets so that some trust is restored within the
marketplace, because right now part of the
problem is that nobody really knows what’s on
the banks’ books. Any given bank, they’re not
sure what kinds of losses are there. We’ve got to
open things up and restore some trust.

We also have to deal with the housing issue
in a clear and consistent way. I don’t want to
preempt my Secretary of the Treasury; he’s go-
ing to be laying out these principles in great de-
tail tomorrow. But my instruction to him has
been, let’s get this right, let’s create a template
in which we’re restoring market confidence.
And the reason that’s so important is because
we don’t know yet whether we’re going to need
additional money or how much additional mon-
ey we’ll need until we’ve seen how successful
we are at restoring a sense of confidence in the
marketplace, that the Federal Government and
the Federal Reserve Bank and the FDIC, work-
ing in concert, know what they’re doing. That
can make a big difference in terms of whether
or not we attract private capital back into the
marketplace.

And ultimately, the Government cannot sub-
stitute for all the private capital that has been
withdrawn from the system. We’ve got to re-
store confidence so that private capital goes
back in.

Okay. Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC News].

Economic Stabilization Legislation

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. My question
follows Julianna’s in content. The American
people have seen hundreds of billions of dollars
spent already, and still the economy continues
to free fall. Beyond avoiding the national catas-
trophe that you’ve warned about, once all the
legs of your stool are in place, how can the
American people gauge whether or not your
programs are working? Can they—should they
be looking at the metric of the stock market,
home foreclosures, unemployment? What met-
ric should they use? When? And how will they
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know if it’s working, or whether or not we
need to go to a plan B?

The President. I think my initial measure of
success is creating or saving 4 million jobs.
That’s bottom line number one, because if
people are working, then they’ve got enough
confidence to make purchases, to make invest-
ments. Businesses start seeing that consumers
are out there with a little more confidence,
and they start making investments, which
means they start hiring workers. So step num-
ber one: job creation.

Step number two: Are we seeing the credit
markets operate effectively? I can’t tell you
how many businesses that I talk to that are
successful businesses, but just can’t get credit.
Part of the problem in Elkhart, that I heard
about today, was the fact that—this is the RV
capital of America. You’ve got a bunch of RV
companies that have customers who want to
purchase RVs, but even though their credit is
good, they can’t get the loan. Now, the busi-
nesses also can’t get loans to make payments to
their suppliers. But when they have consum-
ers, consumers can’t get the loans that they
need. So normalizing the credit markets is, I
think, step number two.

Step number three is going to be housing:
Have we stabilized the housing market? Now,
the Federal Government doesn’t have com-
plete control over that, but if our plan is effec-
tive, working with the Federal Reserve Bank,
working with the FDIC, I think what we can
do is stem the rate of foreclosure, and we can
start stabilizing housing values over time. And
the most—the biggest measure of success is
whether we stop contracting and shedding
jobs, and we start growing again. Now, I don’t
have a crystal ball, and as I’ve said, this is an
unprecedented crisis. But my hope is that af-
ter a difficult year—and this year is going to be
a difficult year—that businesses start investing
again, they start making decisions that, you
know, in fact, there’s money to be made out
there, customers or consumers start feeling
that their jobs are stable and safe, and they
start making purchases again. And if we get
things right, then starting next year we can
start seeing some significant improvement.

Ed Henry. Where’s Ed, CNN [Cable News
Network]? There he is.

Military Policy on Media Access to Dover Air
Force Base/Military Operations in Afghani-
stan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You promised
to send more troops to Afghanistan. And since
you’ve been very clear about a timetable to
withdraw all combat troops from Iraq within
16 months, I wonder, what’s your timetable to
withdraw troops eventually from Afghanistan?

And related to that, there’s a Pentagon poli-
cy that bans media coverage of the flag-draped
coffins from coming in to Dover Air Force
Base. And back in 2004, then-Senator Joe
Biden said that it was shameful for dead sol-
diers to be, quote, “snuck back into the coun-
try under the cover of night.” You’ve promised
unprecedented transparency, openness in
your Government. Will you overturn that poli-
cy so the American people can see the full hu-
man cost of war?

The President. Your question is timely. We
got reports that four American servicemem-
bers have been killed in Iraq today, and obvi-
ously, our thoughts and prayers go out to the
families. I’ve said before that—you know, peo-
ple have asked me, “When did it hit you that
you are now President?” And what I told them
was the most sobering moment is signing let-
ters to the families of our fallen heroes. It re-
minds you of the responsibilities that you carry
in this office and the consequences of deci-
sions that you make.

Now, with respect to the policy of opening
up media to loved ones being brought back
home, we are in the process of reviewing those
policies in conversations with the Department
of Defense, so I don’t want to give you an an-
swer now before I’ve evaluated that review
and understand all the implications involved.

With respect to Afghanistan, this is going to
be a big challenge. I think because of the ex-
traordinary work done by our troops, and
some very good diplomatic work done by Am-
bassador Crocker in Iraq, we just saw an elec-
tion in Iraq that went relatively peacefully.
And you get a sense that the political system is
now functioning in a meaningful way.
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You do not see that yet in Afghanistan.
They’ve got elections coming up, but effectively
the national Government seems very detached
from what’s going on in the surrounding com-
munity.

In addition, you’ve got the Taliban and Al
Qaida operating in the FATA and these border
regions between Afghanistan and Pakistan, and
what we haven’t seen is the kind of concerted
effort to root out those safe havens that would
ultimately make our mission successful.

So we are undergoing a thorough-going re-
view. Not only is General Petraeus now the
head of CENTCOM conducting his own re-
view, he’s now working in concert with the spe-
cial envoy that I’ve sent over, Richard Hol-
brooke, one of our top diplomats, to evaluate a
regional approach. We are going to need more
effective coordination of our military efforts
with diplomatic efforts, with development ef-
forts, with more effective coordination, with our
allies in order for us to be successful.

The bottom line, though—and I just want to
remember the American people, because this is
going to be difficult—is this is a situation in
which a region served as the base to launch an
attack that killed 3,000 Americans. And this past
week, I met with families of those who were lost
in 9/11, a reminder of the costs of allowing
those safe havens to exist. My bottom line is
that we cannot allow Al Qaida to operate. We
cannot have those safe havens in that region.
And we’re going to have to work both smartly
and effectively, but with consistency, in order to
make sure that those safe havens don’t exist. I
do not have yet a timetable for how long that’s
going to take. What I know is, I’m not going to
make—I’m not going to allow Al Qaida or bin
Laden to operate with impunity, planning at-
tacks on the U.S. homeland.

All right. Helene Cooper [New York Times].
Where’s Helene? There you are.

Bank Lending

Q. Thank you, sir. I wanted to ask you on the
next bank bailout. Are you going to impose a re-
quirement that the financial institutions use this
money to loosen up credit and make new lend-
ing? And if not, how do you make the case to

the American people that this bailout will work,
when the last one didn’t?

The President. Again, Helene—and I’m try-
ing to avoid preempting my Secretary of the
Treasury, I want all of you to show up at his
press conference as well; he’s going to be terrif-
ic. But—this relates to Jake’s earlier ques-
tion—one of my bottom lines is whether or not
credit is flowing to the people who need it. Is it
flowing to banks—excuse me, is it flowing to
businesses, large and small? Is it flowing to con-
sumers? Are they able to operate in ways that
translate into jobs and economic growth on
Main Street? And the package that we’ve put
together is designed to help do that.

And beyond that, I’m going to make sure that
Tim gets his moment in the sun tomorrow.

All right. Major Garrett [FOX News].
Where’s Major?

Vice President Joe Biden/National Economy

Q. Mr. President, at a speech Friday that
many of us covered, Vice President Biden said
the following thing about a conversation the two
of you had in the Oval Office, about a subject
he didn’t disclose: “If we do everything right, if
we do it with absolute certainty, if we stand up
there and we really make the tough decisions,
there’s still a 30 percent chance we’re going to
get it wrong.” Since the Vice President brought
it up, can you tell the American people, sir,
what you were talking about? And if not, can
you at least reassure them it wasn’t the stimulus
bill or the bank rescue plan—[laughter]—and if
in general, you agree with that ratio of success,
30 percent failure, 70 percent success?

The President. You know, I don’t remember
exactly what Joe was referring to. [Laughter]
Not surprisingly. But let me try this out. I think
what Joe may have been suggesting, although I
wouldn’t put numerical—I wouldn’t ascribe any
numerical percentage to any of this—is that giv-
en the magnitude of the challenges that we
have, any single thing that we do is going to be
part of the solution, not all of the solution. And
as I said in my introductory remarks, not every-
thing we do is going to work out exactly as we
intended it to work out.

This is an unprecedented problem. And
when you talk to economists, there is some
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general sense of how we’re going to move
forward; there’s some strong consensus about
the need for a recovery package of a certain
magnitude; there’s a strong consensus that you
shouldn’t put all your eggs in one basket, all
tax cuts or all investment, but that there
should be a range of approaches.

But even if we do everything right on that,
we’ve still got to deal with what we just talked
about, the financial system, and making sure
that banks are lending again. We’re still going
to have to deal with housing. We’re still going
to have to make sure that we’ve got a regulato-
ry structure—a regulatory architecture for the
financial system that prevents crises like this
from occurring again. Those are all big, com-
plicated tasks. So I don’t know whether Joe
was referring to that, but I use that as a
launching point to make a general point about
these issues.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. I have no idea, I really don’t.
Michael Fletcher, the Washington Post.

Performance Enhancing Drugs in Sports

Q. Yes, thank you, sir. What is your reaction
to Alex Rodriguez’s admission that he used
steroids as a member of the Texas Rangers?

The President. I think it’s depressing news
on top of what’s been a flurry of depressing
items when it comes to Major League Base-
ball. And if you’re a fan of Major League Base-
ball, I think it tarnishes an entire era to some
degree. And it’s unfortunate, because I think
there are a lot of ballplayers who played it
straight. And the thing I’m probably most con-
cerned about is the message that it sends to
our kids.

What I’m pleased about is Major League
Baseball seems to finally be taking this serious-
ly, to recognize how big of a problem this is for
the sport. And that our kids, hopefully, are
watching and saying, you know what, there are
no shortcuts; that when you try to take short-
cuts, you may end up tarnishing your entire ca-
reer, and that your integrity is not worth it.
That’s the message I hope is communicated.

All right, Helen [Helen Thomas, Hearst
Newspapers]. This is my inaugural moment
here. [Laughter] I’m really excited.

Pakistan/Weapons of Mass Destruction

Q. Mr. President, do you think that Pakistan
are maintaining the safe havens in Afghanistan
for these so-called terrorists? And also, do you
know of any country in the Middle East that
has nuclear weapons?

The President. Well, I think that Paki-
stan—there is no doubt that in the FATA re-
gion of Pakistan, in the mountainous regions
along the border of Afghanistan, that there are
safe havens where terrorists are operating.
And one of the goals of Ambassador Hol-
brooke, as he is traveling throughout the re-
gion, is to deliver a message to Pakistan that
they are endangered as much as we are by the
continuation of those operations. And that
we’ve got to work in a regional fashion to root
out those safe havens. It’s not acceptable for
Pakistan or for us to have folks who, with im-
punity, will kill innocent men, women, and
children. And I believe that the new Govern-
ment of Pakistan and Mr. Zardari cares deeply
about getting control of this situation. And we
want to be effective partners with them on
that issue.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Well, Mr. Holbrooke is

there, and that’s exactly why he is being sent
there, because I think that we have to make
sure that Pakistan is a stalwart ally with us in
battling this terrorist threat.

With respect to nuclear weapons, you know,
I don’t want to speculate. What I know is this:
that if we see a nuclear arms race in a region as
volatile as the Middle East, everybody will be
in danger. And one of my goals is to prevent
nuclear proliferation generally. I think that it’s
important for the United States, in concert
with Russia, to lead the way on this. And, you
know, I’ve mentioned this in conversations
with the Russian President, Mr. Medvedev, to
let him know that it is important for us to re-
start the conversations about how we can start
reducing our nuclear arsenals in an effective
way so that we then have the standing to go to
other countries and start stitching back togeth-
er the nonproliferation treaties that, frankly,
have been weakened over the last several
years.
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Q. Why do we have to pick——
The President. Okay, all right.
Q. ——on who—[inaudible]?
The President. Sam Stein, Huffington

Post—where’s Sam? Here.

Bush Administration/U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Today Senator
Patrick Leahy announced that he wants to set
up a truth and reconciliation committee to in-
vestigate the misdeeds of the Bush administra-
tion. He said that before you turn the page, you
have to read the page first. Do you agree with
such a proposal, and are you willing to rule out
right here and now any prosecution of Bush ad-
ministration officials?

The President. I haven’t seen the proposal, so
I don’t want to express an opinion on something
that I haven’t seen.

What I have said is that my administration is
going to operate in a way that leaves no doubt
that we do not torture, and that we abide by the
Geneva Conventions, and that we observe our
traditions of rule of law and due process, as we
are vigorously going after terrorists that can do
us harm. And I don’t think those are contradic-
tory; I think they are potentially complementa-
ry.

My view is also that nobody is above the law,
and if there are clear instances of wrongdoing,
that people should be prosecuted just like any
ordinary citizen; but that generally speaking,
I’m more interested in looking forward than I
am in looking backwards. I want to pull every-
body together, including, by the way, the—all
the members of the intelligence community
who have done things the right way and have
been working hard to protect America, and I
think sometimes are painted with a broad brush
without adequate information.

So I will take a look at Senator Leahy’s pro-
posal, but my general orientation is to say, let’s
get it right moving forward. 

Mara Liasson [National Public Radio].

Bipartisanship in Congress/Economic Stabiliza-
tion Legislation

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. If it’s this hard
to get more than a handful of Republican votes

on what is relatively easy—spending tons of
money and cutting people’s taxes—when you
look down the road at health care and entitle-
ment reform and energy reform, those are real-
ly tough choices. You’re going to be asking
some people to get less and some people to pay
more.

What do you think you’re going to have to do
to get more bipartisanship? Are you going to
need a new legislative model, bringing in Re-
publicans from the very beginning, getting
more involved in the details yourself from the
beginning, or using bipartisan commissions?
What has this experience with the stimulus led
you to think about when you think about these
future challenges?

The President. Well, as I said before, Mara, I
think that old habits are hard to break. And
we’re coming off an election, and I think people
want to sort of test the limits of what they can
get. There’s a lot of jockeying in this town and a
lot of who’s up and who’s down and positioning
for the next election.

And what I’ve tried to suggest is that this is
one of those times where we’ve got to put that
kind of behavior aside, because the American
people can’t afford it. The people in Elkhart
can’t afford it. The single mom who’s trying to
figure out how to keep her house can’t afford it.
And whether we’re Democrats or Republicans,
surely there’s got to be some capacity for us to
work together, not agree on everything, but at
least set aside small differences to get things
done.

Now, just in terms of the historic record
here, the Republicans were brought in early
and were consulted. And you’ll remember that
when we initially introduced our framework,
they were pleasantly surprised and complimen-
tary about the tax cuts that were presented in
that framework. Those tax cuts are still in there.
I mean, I suppose what I could have done is
started off with no tax cuts, knowing that I was
going to want some, and then let them take
credit for all of them. And maybe that’s the les-
son I learned.

But there was consultation. There will con-
tinue to be consultation. One thing that I think
is important is to recognize that because all
these items that you listed are hard, that people
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have to break out of some of the ideological ri-
gidity and gridlock that we’ve been carrying
around for too long.

And let me give you a prime example: when
it comes to how we approach the issue of fiscal
responsibility. Again, it’s a little hard for me to
take criticism from folks about this recovery
package after they presided over a doubling of
the national debt. I’m not sure they have a lot
of credibility when it comes to fiscal responsi-
bility.

Having said that, I think there are a lot of
Republicans who are sincere in recognizing
that unless we deal with entitlements in a seri-
ous way, the problems we have with this year’s
deficit and next year’s deficit pale in compari-
son to what we’re going to be seeing 10 or 15
years or 20 years down the road.

Both Democrats and Republicans are going
to have to think differently in order to come
together and solve that problem. I think there
are areas like education where some in my
party have been too resistant to reform, and
have argued only money makes a difference.
And there have been others on the Republican
side or the conservative side who said no mat-
ter how much money you spend, nothing
makes a difference, so let’s just blow up the
public school systems.

And I think that both sides are going to have
to acknowledge we’re going to need more
money for new science labs, to pay teachers
more effectively, but we’re also going to need
more reform, which means that we’ve got to
train teachers more effectively, bad teachers
need to be fired after being given the opportu-
nity to train effectively, that we should experi-
ment with things like charter schools that are
innovating in the classroom, that we should
have high standards.

So my whole goal over the next 4 years is to
make sure that whatever arguments are per-
suasive and backed up by evidence and facts
and proof that they can work, that we are pull-
ing people together around that kind of prag-

matic agenda. And I think that there was an
opportunity to do this with this recovery pack-
age because as I said, although there are some
politicians who are arguing that we don’t need
a stimulus, there are very few economists who
are making that argument.

I mean, you’ve got economists who were ad-
vising John McCain, economists who were ad-
visers to George Bush—one and two—all sug-
gesting that we actually needed a serious re-
covery package. And so when I hear people
just say, “Oh, we don’t need to do anything,
this is a spending bill, not a stimulus bill.”
Without acknowledging that by definition,
part of any stimulus package would include
spending—that’s the point. Then what I get a
sense of is that there’s some ideological block-
age there that needs to be cleared up.

But I am the eternal optimist. I think that
over time people respond to civility and ratio-
nal argument. I think that’s what the people of
Elkhart and people around America are look-
ing for. And that’s what I’m—that’s the kind of
leadership I’m going to try to provide.

All right, thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 8:01 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to U.S.
Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George
J. Mitchell; Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA,
commander, U.S. Central Command; Richard
C. Holbrooke, U.S. Special Representative for
Afghanistan and Pakistan; Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization;
President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan; and
President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia. He
also referred to the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan. Reporters
referred to Nouriel Roubini, professor of eco-
nomics and international business, Stern
School of Business, New York University; and
Alexander E. Rodriguez, third baseman, New
York Yankees.
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The President. All right, everybody. Thank
you so much. Please have a seat. It is good to be
in Florida, especially in February. [Laughter]

I want to acknowledge a number of people
who are here who are just great friends and out-
standing public servants. We’ve got Florida
Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink; give Alex a
big round of applause. We have your own may-
or, Jim Humphrey. Thank you, Mayor; Repre-
sentative Alan Grayson; Representative Allen
Boyd; Representative Corrine Brown; Repre-
sentative Kathy Castor; Representative Kend-
rick Meek; Representative Ron Klein; Repre-
sentative Suzanne Kosmas; Representative
Debbie Wasserman Schultz; and Representa-
tive Robert Wexler. It’s as fine a set of Congress
people as you can imagine. Florida, you’re
lucky. 

I want to give a special thanks to your Gover-
nor, Charlie Crist, for joining us here today.
The thing about Governors is they understand
our economic crisis in a way that maybe some-
times folks a little more removed don’t under-
stand. They’re on the frontlines dealing with the
economy every single day; they’re having to
make choices about the budget every single
day. They know what it means to balance a bud-
get when revenues are short and more and
more people are asking for help. And Governor
Crist shares my conviction that creating jobs
and turning this economy around is a mission
that transcends party. And when the town is
burning, you don’t check party labels; every-
body needs to grab a hose. And that’s what
Charlie Crist is doing right here today. 

Governor Crist and Governors across the
country understand that. Mayors, like Mayor
Humphrey, understands that. And I think that
you understand it, too, which is what I want to
talk about today.

Last night I addressed the Nation to explain
why I believe we need to put the economic re-
covery plan that is before Congress in motion as
soon as possible. But during the day, I had
spent some time in Indiana talking to folks, in
Elkhart. In Elkhart the unemployment rate

went from 4.7 percent last year to 15.3 percent
this year; one year, and the unemployment rate
tripled. 

Today I wanted to come to Florida, and I
wanted to visit all of you in Fort Myers because
you have seen hardship as well. You’ve seen a
change in the economic conditions of your com-
munity. You see, all too often in Washington
what happens is, is that people think in terms of
numbers and statistics. They think about it in
abstract terms. But when we say we’ve lost 3.6
million jobs since this recession began, nearly
600,000 in the past month alone; when we say
that Lee County has seen its unemployment
rate go from 3.5 percent to nearly 10 percent in
less than 2 years; when we talk about the plum-
meting home prices and soaring foreclosure
rates that have plagued this area; and the layoffs
at companies like Kraft Construction and Chi-
co’s, companies that have sustained this com-
munity for years, we’re not just talking about
faceless numbers. We’re talking about families.
We’re talking about some of the people in this
town hall meeting today, your neighbors, your
friends.

We’re talking about people like Steve Adkins,
who joined us today with his wife, Michelle, and
their son, Bailey, and daughter, Josie. Steve is
the president of a small construction company
in Fort Myers that specializes in building and
repairing schools. But work has slowed consid-
erably, like it has across the board in the con-
struction area. Now, he’s done what he can to
reduce overhead costs, but he still has been
forced to lay off half his workforce, which
means that many of those people may now be
trying to figure out how are they going to pay
their mortgage, how are they going to pay for
the basic necessities of life, which puts us on a
downward economic spiral.

Steve and Michelle have made sacrifices of
their own: they’ve sold their home and moved
into a smaller one. And that’s what this debate is
about: folks in Fort Myers and all across the
country who have lost their livelihoods and
don’t know what will take its place; parents
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who’ve lost their health care and lie awake at
night praying their kids don’t get sick; families
who’ve lost the home that was the foundation
of their American Dream; young people who
put that college acceptance letter back in the
envelope because they can’t afford it.

That’s what’s behind the numbers; that’s
what’s behind the statistics. That’s the true
measure of this economic crisis. Those are the
stories I heard every time I came to Florida,
because this isn’t new. When we were cam-
paigning down here before the election, I was
hearing about Florida suffering the first reces-
sion that it had had in 16 years. We didn’t
know then how deep it was going to go. Well,
it’s gone deep; it’s gotten worse. And the sto-
ries that I’ve heard here in Florida, and in In-
diana, and all across the country, I carried with
me to the White House.

I promised you back then that if elected
President, I would do everything I could to
help our communities recover, that I would
not forget. And that’s why I’ve come back here
today, to tell you how I intend to keep that
promise to make communities like Fort Myers
stronger.

So the situation we face could not be more
serious. I don’t have to tell you that. We’ve in-
herited an economic crisis as deep and as dire
as any since the Great Depression. And econo-
mists across the spectrum have warned, if we
don’t act immediately, then millions more jobs
will disappear, the national unemployment
rates will approach double digits, more people
will lose their homes and their health care, and
our Nation will sink into a crisis that at some
point is going to be that much tougher to re-
verse. So we cannot afford to wait. We can’t
wait and see and hope for the best. I believe in
hope, but I also believe in action. 

We can’t afford to posture and bicker and
resort to the same failed ideas that got us into
this mess in the first place. That’s what the
election was about. You rejected many of
those ideas because you know they didn’t
work. You didn’t send us to Washington be-
cause you were hoping for more of the same.
You sent us there to change things. And that’s
exactly what I intend to do as President of the
United States. 

The problems that led us into this crisis are
deep, they’re widespread, and so we’re going
to have to do a lot of different things to get the
economy moving again. We need to stabilize
and repair our financial system. We need to
get credit flowing again to families and busi-
nesses. We need to stem the spread of foreclo-
sures that are sweeping this country. 

My Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner out-
lined a plan to address these challenges just
this morning. We know that in order to ad-
dress our economic crisis, we’re going to have
to help homeowners, not just banks, but hom-
eowners as well. Fort Myers had the highest
foreclosure rate in the Nation last year. Entire
neighborhoods are studded with foreclosure
signs. Families across this city feel like they’re
losing their foothold on the American Dream,
so—because when one person loses their
home to foreclosure, that doesn’t just affect
that family; property values across the board
start declining.

So we’re going to do everything we can to
help responsible homeowners here in Fort
Myers and other hard-hit communities stay in
their homes. If we want to truly turn this
around, we’ve got to remember that the stron-
ger our communities are, then the stronger the
financial system would be. And change can’t
just happen from the top down, it’s going to
have to start from the bottom up.

Now, in addition to the housing situation,
what we have to do is put people back to work.
Last week, we saw a thousand men and wom-
en stand in line for just 35 Miami firefighter
jobs; 35 jobs, a thousand people standing in
line. It’s a story repeated across the country.
There’s so much demand for jobs that just ar-
en’t there.

And that’s both the paradox and the prom-
ise of this moment. At a time when so many
Americans are looking for work, there’s so
much work that America needs done. That’s
why we put forward this plan for recovery and
reinvestment. It’s the simple idea at its core
that we put people back to work doing the
work that America needs done. It’s a plan that
will save or create up to 4 million jobs over the
next 2 years. It will ignite spending by busi-
nesses and consumers alike. It will make the
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investments necessary for lasting economic
growth and prosperity.

Now, we’ll begin by ensuring that Americans
who have lost their jobs through no fault of
their own can receive greater unemployment
benefits and continue their health care cover-
age. That means an additional $100 per month
to more than 760,000 Florida workers who’ve
lost their jobs in this recession. It means extend-
ed unemployment benefits for another 170,000
folks who’ve been laid off and are looking for
work but can’t find any right now.

That’s not just a moral responsibility, to help,
give a lending hand to our fellow Americans in
times of emergency, it makes good economic
sense, because if you don’t have money, you
can’t spend it. And if you don’t spend it, that
means businesses don’t have customers. Our
economy will continue to decline.

For that same reason, this recovery plan in-
cludes $1,000 of badly needed tax relief for
middle class workers and families, putting mon-
ey back in the pockets of nearly 6.9 million
workers and their families here in Florida. And
we will provide a partially refundable $2,500
per-student tax credit to help 195,000 Florida
families send their kids to college, relieving
your household budget. That provides house-
hold budgets relief right now, but it also re-
wards America in the long run with a highly
skilled workforce.

And most importantly, this plan will put peo-
ple to work right now by making direct invest-
ments in areas like health care and energy and
education and infrastructure, investments that
save jobs, and create new jobs and new busi-
nesses, and help our economy grow again.

Now, more than 90 percent of the jobs creat-
ed by this plan will be in the private sector.
Ninety percent. And they won’t be make-work
jobs; they’ll be jobs that lay the groundwork for
a lasting economic boom, jobs that put people
to work today preparing America for tomorrow.

Jobs building wind turbines and solar panels
and fuel efficient cars, doubling our investment
in clean energy, helping end our dependence
on foreign oil. Jobs upgrading our schools. Jobs
creating 21st century classrooms and libraries
and laboratories for millions of children across
America. Jobs computerizing our health care

system, which saves billions of dollars and
countless lives. Jobs constructing broadband In-
ternet lines that reach Florida’s rural schools
and small businesses, so they can connect and
compete with their counterparts anywhere in
the world. Jobs rebuilding our roads and our
bridges and repairing our dangerously deficient
dams and levees so we don’t face another Ka-
trina. And the jobs that Charlie Crist has to wor-
ry about, the jobs of firefighters and teachers
and nurses and police officers that would other-
wise be eliminated if we don’t provide States
some basic relief.

Now, of course, there are some critics—al-
ways critics—who say we can’t afford to take on
these priorities. But we have postponed and ne-
glected them for too long. And because we
have, our health care still costs too much. Our
schools still fail too many of our children. Our
dependence on foreign oil has actually grown
since the 1970s, still threatens our economy and
our security. We’ve seen the tragic consequenc-
es when our bridges crumble and our levees
fail. They say we can’t afford to take on these
tasks. Florida, you know we cannot afford not
to.

Now, I’m not going to tell you that this plan
is perfect. I mean, it was produced in Washing-
ton. [Laughter] No plan is perfect. I also can’t
tell you with 100 percent certainty that every-
thing in this plan will work exactly as we hope.
But I can tell you with complete confidence
that a failure to act in the face of this crisis will
only worsen our problems. Doing nothing is not
an option. You didn’t send me to Washington to
do nothing.

So we’ve had a good debate, we’ve had a
good debate. That’s part of what democracy is
all about. But the time for talk is over. Folks
here in Fort Myers and across America, they
need help, they need action, and they need it
now. Americans I’ve met understand that even
with this plan our economy will likely be mea-
sured in years, not weeks or months.

Audience member. You got eight. [Laughter]
The President. For our TV audience, some-

body said I had eight, which we’re not clear
about yet. Look, here’s—you know, the Ameri-
can people—all of you—[laughter]—you’ve got
common sense, you understand it took us a long
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time to get into this fix. We’re not going to get
out of it overnight. But what you don’t have
patience for is just listening to a bunch of bick-
ering in Washington and nothing getting done.

And I know that there are a lot of folks here
in Fort Myers and across Florida that are
struggling. But I also know, because I spent a
lot of time in this State, that you got some of
the best workers in the world here. You’ve got
some of the best neighbors in the world who
step up, who help each other, who make sacri-
fices when times are tough. I know that all that
people are asking for is a chance to work hard.
They’re not looking for a handout. They just
want to be able to work hard and translate that
hard work into a good life for themselves and
their families. So you’re doing your part down
here. It’s time that Washington did its part too.

This is a responsibility that we did not ask
for, but it is a responsibility we will accept for
the sake of our future and our children’s. And
being here in Fort Myers with all of you, I am
more confident than ever that we can set aside
our differences; that if we commit ourselves to
the work ahead and come together, then I
guarantee you we can meet the great test of
our times.

So thank you very much for your attention.
Thanks for your attendance. And now we’re
going to start opening this thing up for some
questions. Thank you, Fort Myers. Thank you.

Testing, one, two, three. All right, every-
body have a seat. Now, here’s how we’re going
to work this. There are folks in the audience
who have microphones. Raise your micro-
phones, guys. They will be going around, and I
will be just calling on folks as they raise their
hands. If you could introduce yourself when
you ask—before you ask your question or
make your comment. Because we’ve got a lot
of people here and we’ve got a limited amount
of time, try to keep your question relatively
brief, and I’ll try to keep my answer relatively
brief. And I think I’ll go girl-boy-girl-
boy—[laughter]—so that I avoid any trouble.
All right. And stand up when you ask your
question as well, so we can all see you. All
right.

So let’s see, there’s a young lady right there.
Yes, right there.

Education Financing in Economic Stabiliza-
tion Legislation

Q. Hi. My name is Jyoti Naik. I work for
Edison State College. And I was wondering
how much stress you’re putting in your eco-
nomic stimulus plan for higher education, be-
cause vocational training helps lower unem-
ployment.

The President. Well, it’s a great question.
And we put a huge emphasis on education
generally and higher education in particular.

Now, I already mentioned one provision
that’s in there, which is to provide a tax credit
to help young people go to college and afford
it. Now, that is not only helpful for the young
person, it’s also obviously helpful to household
budgets, which means that there will be mon-
ey that those households can spend on other
things. And people will be accumulating less
debt.

We’re also—when we talk about money for
school construction in the plan, we are not just
talking about elementary schools or high
schools, we’re also talking about community
colleges and public universities. There’s a lot
of unmet—undone work that needs to be
done. And for us to be able to fund some of
that work will not only improve, let’s say, the
science lab in a particular school or a vocation-
al training facility, but it also will upgrade over
time the skills of the workforce here in Fort
Myers and in the surrounding community.

So we are going to be putting a lot of em-
phasis on job training, on school construction,
and on financing of higher education. I think
that’s the highest priority. It’s an example of
how we can use a crisis and turn it into an op-
portunity. Because if we use this moment to
address some things that we probably should
have been doing over the last 10, 15, 20 years,
then when we emerge from the crisis, the
economy is going to be that much stronger.

If people who’ve been laid off of work are
able to get a tax credit or a voucher to retrain
so that now they have upgraded their skills,
then they’re going to be that much stronger
when it comes to finding a job in the future.
They’ll boost their earnings, boost productivity
in the community.
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So I think it’s very important for us to think
both short term, as well as long term. And that’s
going to be one of my highest priorities as Pres-
ident. Okay? 

All right. Gentleman in the tie, right behind
you.

Home Mortgage Industry

Q. Welcome to Fort Myers, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you, sir.
Q. My name is Adam Palmer. So many of the

lenders these days are unwilling to discuss any
possibility of doing a loan modification program
unless you’re currently in default. Subsequent-
ly, this is penalizing responsible Americans who
have lost all the equity in their property. What
can be done to change that?

The President. Well, you’re making a really
important point. My Treasury Secretary Tim
Geithner announced much of our financial re-
structuring plan. He’s going to increase over-
sight, transparency. Some of you may have
heard we’re going to condition any taxpayer as-
sistance to banks on them doing something seri-
ous about executive compensation. No more
enormous bonuses for companies that taxpayers
are helping out. But what he also pointed out is
that we’ve got to provide some direct relief to
homeowners.

Now, we didn’t want the story about what
we’re doing with homeowners to be buried in
this larger story today about how we’re dealing
with the financial system. So I’m going to be
personally making an announcement in the next
couple of weeks about what our overall housing
strategy is going to be. But I think you identi-
fied the key issue, which is, look, if we’re hon-
est, there are probably some folks who bought
homes that they couldn’t afford. And no matter
how much we help, they’re not going to be able
to make their mortgage payments. But the larg-
er group of folks are folks who have made their
mortgage payments, but because of foreclo-
sures, property values have declined, they’re
now what’s called “underwater,” where the
mortgage is worth more than the price of the
home, the current value of the home.

And people may have been—people may be
getting squeezed on their job, their incomes are
lowering. And they’re still doing what they’re

supposed to do, they’re still making these pay-
ments every day, but it’s getting harder and
harder and harder.

So the question is, can we work to design a
system where the banks recognize it’s in their
interest to avoid foreclosure? Because the bank
is only going to get 40 cents on the dollar if
there’s a foreclosure. On the other hand, the
borrower is going to have to probably, if they
get some assistance, agree to give up some equi-
ty once housing prices recover, so that both
sides are giving a little bit, but you avert the
foreclosure. That’s good not only for the home-
owner, but it’s good for the entire community,
and it’s good for property values throughout the
State.

Now, there are a couple of wrinkles in order
for us to accomplish this. For example, unfortu-
nately, it used to be that when you took out a
mortgage you went to the local bank, they gave
you the loan, and they kept the mortgage right
there in the bank. As I think a lot of people
know, these days what happened was they took
these mortgages, they wrapped them up in a big
bundle, they sold slices of them on the stock
market. And so you don’t have any one person
who actually owns the mortgage, which makes
negotiations on a lot of this stuff very difficult.

Part of what we may have to do is to make
some changes in the law that make it easier for
the servicers, the people who take your check
every day and are managing these portfolio of
mortgages on behalf of a bunch of people who
own bits and pieces of the mortgage, to make it
easier for them to engage in these negotiations
in an efficient way. And those are some of the
issues that we’ll be laying out over the next cou-
ple weeks.

But this is absolutely vital. No place is seeing
tougher times because of the mortgage crisis
than the people here in Florida and the people
here in Fort Myers. And unless we address this
in a serious way, we are not going to be able to
get the economy back to where it needs to be.
All right? 

All right, let’s see, this side of the room.
Young lady right here who’s standing right up
front. She’s waving at me—[laughter]. Right
over there. Are we getting her? Well, I was ac-
tually pointing at her right there in the blue, but
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now I feel bad, you were—I’ll call on you, I
promise. [Laughter] I promise you. You just,
you just—don’t worry. I know you’ve got a
great question too. I didn’t even see you down
there.

Health Care Reform

Q. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. How are you?
Q. Welcome to southwest Florida. In light

of the fact that you’ve inherited an economic
crisis, where does your priority lie with health
care reform?

The President. Well, it’s a great question,
and I think it is—there are some people who
are making the argument that, “Well, you can’t
do anything about health care because the
economy comes first.” They don’t understand
that health care is the biggest component of
our economy, and when it’s broken that affects
everything. I mean, we’ve got a system right
now where the average person has seen—even
if they’ve got health insurance, the average
family has seen their premiums double over
the last 8 years. Folks are paying twice as
much. Copayments have gotten higher; de-
ductibles have gotten higher. And now, with
people losing their jobs, they’re also losing
their health care.

Businesses are also less competitive because
of the fact that here in the United States, we
spend more than anybody else does. Any other
nation on Earth, per capita, we spend more on
health care, but we don’t get better results.
And companies are paying for that. So when
they’re competing against—you know, if a
U.S. carmaker is competing against a foreign
carmaker, they’ve got all these extra health
care costs that they’ve got to deal with.

And finally, Medicare and Medicare—or,
Medicare and Medicaid are draining State
budgets and Federal budgets in a way that’s
unsustainable over the long term.

So health care has to be part of the solution.
Now, in the recovery package, there are a cou-
ple of things that we do immediately. Number
one, we’re providing some help to Governor
Crist and the State because now they are get-
ting more Medicaid claims, and we’ve got to

make sure that they can just meet the basic
needs of citizens here in Florida.

Number two is, what we have in this bill is a
mechanism so that we will subsidize people to
keep their health care even if they lose their
job. How many people here know what CO-
BRA is? All right, now, COBRA is the law that
says that if you lose your job you can keep your
health care, and you go through COBRA.
Here’s the only problem: If you’ve lost your
job, who can afford $1,000 a month or $1,200
a month for health care? You can’t afford it. So
part of this plan says we will subsidize a signifi-
cant portion of what your health insurance
costs so that you can actually afford to keep
your health care. That’s number two.

Number three—and this is an example of
using a crisis and converting it into an oppor-
tunity—one of the problems with our health
care system, it is so inefficient, you go into the
hospital, and what’s the first thing you’ve got
to do? You’ve got to—even if you’ve got insur-
ance, what do you have to do? You have to fill
out so many forms, and there’s paperwork, and
there’s this, there’s that. Then you go and you
get your examination, and they’ve got a clip-
board with all this paper on it. Then the doctor
is writing out something, and the nurse can’t
read it, and—[laughter]. You know, the fact is,
is that it causes huge amounts of medical er-
rors. We’ve got all this bureaucracy. One of
the simplest, most effective things that we
could do is to convert from a paper system to a
electronic data system.

Now, think about it. Health care is the only
area where we still use paper. I mean, the
banks, that’s all computerized. So if you’ve got
a credit card, that’s all on a computer, so they
can find you anytime you don’t make a pay-
ment—[laughter]—and that computer is cal-
culating every dime of interest you’ve got to
pay. Right? It’s all very efficient. But when it
comes to health care, it’s a disaster.

So what we did is, in this plan, in the House
bill that passed, one of the things that we do is,
we say we are going to computerize our health
care system, institute health IT. That creates
jobs right now for people to convert from a pa-
per system to a computer system. But it also
pays a long-term dividend by making the
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health care system more efficient. So now,
those are things that we’re doing immediately.

We are—also then got to deal with the long-
term problem of both cost and coverage. You’ve
got over 45 million people who don’t have
health insurance, and people who do have
health insurance are seeing their costs rise too
fast. And so in addition to computerizing the
health care system, we’ve got to emphasize pre-
vention. We’ve got to make sure that people
have regular check-ups. We made a downpay-
ment on it this week. And I did it, by the way,
with the help of a lot of these Members of Con-
gress, by passing a new SCHIP, that’s the chil-
dren’s health insurance bill that provides mil-
lions of children, who didn’t have health insur-
ance, health insurance.

My hope is, over the course of the year, I’m
going to be able to work with Congress to move
forward a bill that gets us on track to every sin-
gle person in America being able to get afford-
able, decent health care coverage. We are a
wealthy enough country to do it, and that’s go-
ing to be one of my top priorities as President of
the United States.

All right, it’s a guy’s turn. It’s a guy’s turn.
Let’s see, this gentleman in the cap right here.
That’s you. Who else got the—oh, I didn’t see
that one. [Laughter] All right, well, this guy
right here, this guy. Hold on—no, no, I’m call-
ing on this guy right here.

Job Creation/Bank Lending

Q. Also, welcome, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you.
Q. And my question to you today is, as you

stated earlier, there are many of us here in the
area that are unemployed and that have been
unemployed for some time. And probably some
people here have large families. And we have
had the opportunity to receive unemployment,
but yet we have not been able to get any other
type of governmental assistance to help us dur-
ing this crisis so that we can kind of be able to
take the funds that we do have from unemploy-
ment to pay our bills.

Usually what happens is that when you apply
for governmental assistance, they say, well, you
made too much money. If you go from making
$3,000 a year—a month to $1,100 a month, how

are you able to take care of your family? Why
can’t we have that to be automatic that goes
along with your unemployment tenure, that you
can get government assistance that’s an auto-
matic for you?

The President. Well, look, unemployment in-
surance is not ideal. People want a job; they
don’t want unemployment insurance. But when
the jobs aren’t out here, it’s tough. But I want to
be honest with you, we are bumping up unem-
ployment insurance. As I said, tens of thousands
of people will be getting an extra hundred dol-
lars a month, which doesn’t sound like a lot, but
that means an extra bill that you can pay.

I’ll be honest with you, though, we’re not go-
ing to be able to take it from 1,100 up to 3,000.
So our priority has to be on job creation. We
can reform unemployment insurance to make it
more efficient, we have extended it, but ulti-
mately, people want to work. And the priority of
this package is to create jobs: create jobs in con-
struction; create jobs in the health care system;
create jobs in energy.

Something that we haven’t talked about is
the whole opportunity around clean energy. I
mean, this package proposes to double our use
of alternative fuels. It proposes that we weath-
erize homes all across the country. It proposes
that we are starting a smart grid that allows en-
ergy—let’s say you have solar energy produced
in Florida; the smart grid would allow us to
transport that energy to other States so that
Florida could be an energy exporter. But right
now we don’t have the infrastructure in place to
get that done.

So my priority is going to be on job creation.
That is priority number one.

One other point that I want to make, because
it hasn’t come up; it came up a little bit with re-
spect to the issue of housing. This recovery
package, even if we pass it, is just one leg in the
stool. In order to get the economy moving,
we’re also going to have to deal with the fore-
closure crisis. We’re also going to have to start
getting banks and financial institutions to lend
again, because right now there’s a credit crunch
out there. And a lot of small businesses that are
out there, they’re having trouble making payroll
just because they can’t get loans.
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So we’ve got to get the lending moving
again. And that’s part of what my Treasury
Secretary talked about today, working with the
banks, tracking what they’re doing. We already
spent $350 billion, and that averted catastro-
phe, but what it didn’t do is to create a clear,
consistent, transparent credit process whereby
we could see small businesses, consumers ac-
tually getting loans. And we’re going to have to
make that a top priority as we move ahead. 

It’s going to take some time because, frank-
ly, the banks borrowed a lot of money, and
they risked it on a lot of bad investments. And
unwinding that and restabilizing the system is
going to take some time. And I know how frus-
trating it is for taxpayers when they’re looking
and they’re saying, “Let me get this straight;
you’ve got a guy who’s making $20 million a
year, who ran his bank into the ground, and
now we’ve got to come in and clean up the
mess.” Now, that’s something that, it just
makes you mad. I understand that.

But recognize that whether we like it or not,
credit is the lifeblood of our economy. If con-
sumers can’t borrow for a car loan, then cars
don’t move out of the dealership. And if the
dealership can’t move its cars, then Detroit
and all those suppliers aren’t going to be mak-
ing cars. And on and on it goes. So we’ve got to
do something about getting credit flowing
again, and that’s going to be one of my top pri-
orities as President.

All right, there’s the young lady who I—who
I thought—who thought I had called on her
and I hadn’t. I don’t want her mad at me.
[Laughter] She’ll talk about me. [Laughter]

Economic Stabilization Legislation

Q. Thank you for taking my question, Mr.
President.

The President. Sure, go ahead.
Q. I’m just tickled pink that you came to vis-

it us.
The President. Oh, thank you. 
Q. Your stimulus package outlines over

$800 billion. And I know a huge portion of it is
designated for giving individual States the
money that they need to rebuild. Is there any
provisions in your stimulus package that actu-

ally will give back to the taxpayers individually,
that we’d all get stimulus checks——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——to jump-start the economy——
The President. Yes.
Q. And what provisions or what amounts

are they actually looking at for the taxpayers?
The President. Here’s what we’re looking at,

is—and this is actually a commitment that I
made during the campaign. I said that we had
to change our tax system where, instead of giv-
ing all the tax breaks to the wealthiest few, that
we start giving tax breaks to middle class fami-
lies who are struggling to make ends meet. So
I made that commitment even before the cri-
sis.

So in the package that we put forward, what
we have is $1,000 for working families, $1,000
in additional, immediate tax relief that would
start flowing right away. And so it would offset
a lot of the payroll taxes that people are pay-
ing. And that would be—again, $1,000 may
not sound a lot—like a lot to some, but I tell
you what, if you’re making $30,000, $40,000,
$50,000 a year, having an extra $1,000 during
some tight times can really make a difference.
So that is a central part of the package.

We’ve also got some other tax cuts that are
targeted at small businesses because, again,
they’re under enormous pressure right now as
business is declining. But part of what I hope
to do is to show that by providing tax cuts di-
rectly to the middle class, that’s the best way to
reinvigorate the economy when it comes to tax
cuts, not just giving tax cuts and expecting it all
to trickle down. If you put it directly into the
pockets of people who are really going to need
it, then they spend it. And when they spend it,
that means that the economy is moving. And
that’s what we’re going to try to do in this
package. All right?

Okay, gentleman’s turn. By the way, I just
want to announce that the Senate just passed
our recovery and reinvestment plan. That’s
good. So that’s good news; that’s good news.
That’s because—that’s good news. That’s good
news, and I want to thank all the Members of
the Senate who moved the process forward.
We’ve still got to get the House bill and the
Senate bill to match up before it gets sent to
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my desk, so we’ve got a little more work to do
over the next couple of days. But it’s a good
start. And you know why it passed? Because
they knew I was coming down to Fort Myers.
They didn’t want to mess with folks in Fort My-
ers. Right? They said, “We don’t want folks in
Fort Myers mad at us.” [Laughter]

All right. Gentleman back there in the blue
shirt and the tie. Right there.

Education Financing in Economic Stabilization
Legislation

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. First of
all, I wanted to thank you very much for coming
to listen to us today.

The President. Thank you.
Q. This has not happened in the last 8 years.

My name is Andy Irvin. I’m a local commercial
contractor here in town. We have been building
and remodeling schools for the last 10 years or
so. How, in your stimulus plan, do you get mon-
ey down to the States and down to the counties
to continue that program?

The President. Well, what we would do, and
the fact that there’s already a program in place
will make it that much easier, we would be
working with Governor Crist and Alex Sink and
others in the State government, as well as local
school superintendents in county governments,
and where there’s a school that needs repair,
we’d go in and repair it.

But what we’d also want to do—we’re not
looking just to put on some new paint. I mean,
that’s nice. But let me give you an example of
some of the things that we can do. There are a
lot of schools in this country that don’t have
state-of-the-art science laboratories. And for us
to not only modify the building, but also to go
into some of these classrooms and redesign
them in ways that allow kids to get state-of-the-
art learning in science and math, I mean, that’s
a gift that keeps on giving.

So if there’s a mechanism in place, then what
we’re going to do is we’re going to make sure
that that money is funneled as quickly as possi-
ble to those local school districts in those
schools that need help. And, hopefully, you’ll be
able to get some work, and you’ll be able to
keep your folks on payroll. And that will make

all the difference in the world for the economy
generally here in Fort Myers. All right? Okay.

This young lady has been waiting very pa-
tiently. And she’s just been standing there and
making me look all guilty. [Laughter] So go
ahead. Here, you’ve got the microphone right
behind you.

Unemployment and Homelessness

Q. Thank you very much. I first want to say I
respect you, and I am so grateful for you.

The President. Thank you.
Q. I’ve been praying for you.
The President. I believe in prayer, so I appre-

ciate that. 
Q. I have an urgent need on unemployment

and homelessness, a very small vehicle for my
family and I to live in. We need urgent—and
the housing authority has 2-year waiting lists.
And we need something more than a vehicle
and the parks to go to. We need our own kitch-
en and our own bathroom. Please help.

The President. Well, I—listen, I—what’s
your name? What’s your name?

Q. It’s Henrietta Hughes.
The President. Okay, Ms. Hughes. Well,

we’re going to do everything we can to help
you. But there are a lot of people like you. And
we’re going to do everything we can, all right?
But the—I’ll have my staff talk to you after this,
after the town hall, all right?

All right. Back here. These folks have been
neglected back here. The gentleman right here.
Just go ahead and give him the mike, because I
don’t want him to fall over.

Economic Stabilization Legislation

Q. Mr. President, I’m a retired high school
teacher, and I have this question. Last night, I
was so impressed by your news conference; I
haven’t heard this in 8 years. My question was
about your stimulus package. You said we have
to be patient. The American people are notori-
ous for not being patient. [Laughter] How are
you going to deal with that problem?

The President. Well, look, my—first of all, I
think the American people understand, as I said
before, that we didn’t get into this fix overnight,
and we’re not going to get out of it overnight. I
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think people understand that it is a big and
very complicated problem, and that we’re go-
ing to have to try a bunch of different things to
get the economy moving again.

My hope is, is that the American people ex-
pect from me the same thing that I expect
from myself, which is not to have every answer
or to never make a mistake, but to feel like ev-
ery day me and my staff, that we are thinking
about you and your lives; that we’re talking to
the most knowledgeable people on these prob-
lems; that we’re making the best decisions for
what’s good for working families and middle
class folks, and not just the powerful and the
well-connected; that we are open to any idea,
whether it comes from a Democrat or a Re-
publican or a vegetarian—[applause]—or
a—it doesn’t matter—and that we are going to
be working as hard as we can to solve these
problems.

Now, you know, that is how I judge myself
every single day. I ask myself: Did I work as
hard as I could? Did I seek out the best possi-
ble advice? Did I stay focused on the people
who sent me to Washington? And if I—if
something is not working and I make a mis-
take, am I open-minded enough to admit it
and then move on and try something else that
works? And that’s the best I can do.

Now, look, I won’t lie to you. If it turns out
that a few years from now people don’t feel
like the economy has turned around, that
we’re still having problems, that folks are still
unemployed, that our health care system is not
more efficient, then, you know, you guys won’t
applaud me next time I come down here, you
know. [Laughter] There may be a couple of
die-hards, Obama folks out there, but—[ap-
plause]—but, you know. So, I mean, I expect
to be judged by results. And there’s no ex-
cuse—I’m not going to make any excuses. If
stuff hasn’t worked and people don’t feel like
I’ve led the country in the right direction, then
you’ll have a new President.

But I do think the American people under-
stand that these are some really big, tough
problems, and it’s going to take some time for
us to get ourselves out of it. And I have great
faith in the American people and their basic
wisdom.

So, all right, we’ve got, young lady right
here. Yes, go ahead.

Transportation Infrastructure

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’m so grate-
ful to be able to call you that. I met you in Bos-
ton in 2004 and was so impressed by you and
got to speak with you.

The President. Thank you so much. I appre-
ciate that.

Q. I’m now an elected official myself. I
serve on the city council in Bonita Springs,
Florida. Hey, Bonita. My mayor is here, as
well. He endorsed you.

The President. Good to see you, Mr. Mayor.
I like that in you. [Laughter]

Q. Yes, he’s a good man and my fellow
councilman. Cities throughout Florida are
having a difficult time because of the mort-
gage crisis. Growth has slowed. We fund our
transportation infrastructure needs through
impact fees. Now that we’re not getting that,
we’re falling behind in our ability to keep up
with road work, municipal water projects, be-
ing able to bring some solar panel down here
to an inland port. We need commuter rail. We
need lots of things for infrastructure in this
State. If we ran out of oil today, we would not
be able to move anything around in this State,
honest to God. And I hope you’re going to
help get that thing in the gulf—to turn that
around. We don’t want to drill oil in the gulf,
thank you. Right on. We’ve got a beautiful,
pristine State.

So I want to ask you, how will we get our
State going again in transportation? I’m very
worried about our dependence on foreign oil,
and I don’t want to drill in the gulf. I want
some commuter rail, and I want to improve
our transportation. Thank you.

The President. Well, we have targeted
billions of dollars at infrastructure spending.
And States all across the country are going
through what Florida is going through. There
was a study done by the American Association
of Engineers—that might not be the exact
title, but engineers from all across the country.
We get a “D” in infrastructure all across the
country. We saw what happened in
Minneapolis, where a bridge collapsed and
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resulted in tragedy. And not only do we need to
rebuild our roads and our bridges, our ports,
our levees, our dams, but we also have to plan
for the future.

This is the same example of turning crisis in-
to opportunity. This should be a wake-up call
for us. You go to Shanghai, China right now,
and they’ve got high-speed rail that puts our
railroads to shame. They’ve got ports that are
state of the art. Their airports are—compared
to the airports that we—you go through Beijing
Airport, and you compare that to Miami Air-
port? Now, look, the—this is America. 

We are—we always had the best infrastruc-
ture. We were always willing to invest in the fu-
ture. You know, somebody—Governor Crist
mentioned Abraham Lincoln. He—in the mid-
dle of the Civil War, in the midst of all this dan-
ger and peril, what did he do? He helped move
the intercontinental railroad. He helped to start
land-grant colleges. He understood that even
when you’re in the middle of crisis you’ve got to
keep your eye on the future.

So transportation, when it—is not just fixing
our old transportation systems, but it’s also
imagining new transportation systems. That’s
why I’d like to see high-speed rail where it can
be constructed. I would like for us to invest in
mass transit because potentially that’s energy
efficient. And I think people are a lot more
open now to thinking regionally, in terms of
how we plan our transportation infrastructure.
The days where we’re just building sprawl for-
ever, those days are over. I think that Republi-
cans, Democrats, everybody recognizes that
that’s not a smart way to design communities.

So we should be using this money to help
spur this kind of innovative thinking when it
comes to transportation. That will make a big
difference. All right? 

Okay, I’ve only got time for one more ques-
tion. I feel bad about it. All right, it’s got to be a
guy. So, women, you got to all sit down. Wom-
en, you got to all sit down. It’s got to be a man.
All right. I’m going to call on this guy, because
he had the cap, and he thought I had called on
him and I didn’t. So all right, right here. The
guy with the cap, last question. Of course, now
it better be a good one. Go ahead.

Taxes/Health Care Reform

Q. Oh, it is such a blessing to see you, Mr.
President. Thank you for taking time out of
your day. Oh, gracious God, thank you so much.

The President. All right, what’s the question?
[Laughter]

Q. All right, Mr. President, my name is Julio
Osegueda. I’m currently a student at Edison
State College in my second semester. And,
okay, I’ve been at the same job, which is Mc-
Donald’s, for 4½  years because of the fact that I
can’t find another job. Now, with the fact that
I’ve been there for as long as I’ve been there, do
you have any plan or any idea of making one
that has been there for a long time receive any
better benefits than what they’ve already re-
ceived?

The President. Well, I tell you what. First of
all, a couple things I’d like to say. Number one,
the fact that you are working as hard as you’re
working at a job that I know doesn’t always pay
as well as some other jobs, I think that’s a
source of pride for you that shows that you’re
doing the right thing.

Now, the second thing is, is that you will ac-
tually benefit from the tax breaks that we’re
talking about, so you’ll be able to keep a little
bit of extra money because we’re going to offset
your payroll tax. That’s going to help. I don’t—I
assume that you’re not getting health care
through your job, and so one of the things that
we want to do is reform the health care system
so that you all have access to health care in your
job.

But the thing that I’m really interested in is,
you say you’re going to school, what are you
studying?

Q. I’m looking to study and majoring in com-
munications. Hopefully, being a broadcaster or
a disc jockey.

The President. Well, you sound like you’ve
got a good communications skills.

Q. Thank you so much.
The President. So part of what we want to do

is we want to make it easier for you to afford go-
ing to college by giving you this refundable tax
credit for your tuition. Because young people
like Julio, who have that much enthusiasm and
that much energy, we’ve got to make sure that
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we are giving them a pathway so that they can
educate themselves and go as far as their
dreams take them.

Thank you very much, Fort Myers. I appre-
ciate you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:11 p.m. at
the Harborside Event Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Ben L. Nelson of Bonita
Springs, FL.

Remarks on Economic Stabilization in Springfield, Virginia
February 11, 2009

Thank you everybody. I am extraordinarily
pleased to be here with Virginia’s Governor,
an exceptional leader and a great friend of
mine, Tim Kaine.

Not far from where we’re standing, back in
Washington, we continue to have a debate
about our economic plan, a plan to create or
save more than 3 million jobs in the next few
years. And I welcome that conversation. But I
am here today because you don’t need to trav-
el very far from that debate to see why enact-
ing this plan is both urgent and essential to our
recovery, to see that the time for talk has
passed and that now is the time to take bold
and swift action. 

We’ve passed a version of the American re-
covery and reinvestment plan through the
House. Yesterday we passed a version through
the Senate. Now we’ve got to get a final ver-
sion to my desk so that I can sign it and so that
here in Virginia and across the country the
people can use it.

In Virginia, the unemployment rate has
surged to its highest level in more than a de-
cade, and it might have been a lot worse were
it not for the leadership of Governor Tim Kai-
ne and former Governor, now Senator, Mark
Warner. Unemployment claims have doubled
in recent months compared to last year. Na-
tionwide, we’ve lost 3.6 million jobs since this
recession began, nearly 600,000 this past
month alone. 

These are the people I talked to in Elkhart,
Indiana, on Monday, which has lost jobs faster
than anyplace else in America, with an unem-
ployment rate of over 15 percent. They’re the
people I met yesterday in Fort Myers, Florida,
which has been among the places hardest hit
by the foreclosure crisis. These are the folks
looking for work, and these are the folks who
want to work.

At the same time, look around us. Look at
this construction site right where we’re stand-
ing. We’re surrounded by unmet needs and
unfinished business in our schools, in our
roads, in the systems we employ to treat the
sick, in the energy we use to power our homes.
And that’s the core of my plan: putting people
to work doing the work that America needs
done.

We’re here today because there’s a lot of
work that needs to be done on our Nation’s
congested roads and highways, crumbling
bridges and levees, and crowded trains and
transit systems. Because we know that with in-
vestment, we can create transportation and
communications systems ready for the de-
mands of the 21st century, and because we al-
so know what happens when we fail to make
those investments.

We’ve seen the consequences of a bridge
collapse in Minneapolis. We’ve seen the con-
sequences of levees failing in New Orleans.
We see the consequences every day in ways
that may be less drastic, but are, nonetheless,
burdens on local communities and economies:
time with family lost because of longer daily
commutes, growth held back by streets that
can’t handle new business, money wasted on
fuel that’s burned in worsening traffic. These
are problems that the people of northern Vir-
ginia understand acutely.

Governor Kaine understands it acutely. And
your Governor has worked valiantly to relieve
these transportation pressures while, at the
same time, facing enormous budget pressures.
What’s worse, now States are facing acute new
responsibilities during this recession. Local
governments are seeing more people filing un-
employment claims, signing up for Medicaid,
requesting government services. And all the
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while, people are spending less, earning less,
and paying less in taxes. 

So across the country, States need help. And
with my plan, help is what they will get. My
plan contains the largest investment increase in
our Nation’s infrastructure since President
Eisenhower created the national highway sys-
tem half a century ago. We’ll invest more than
$100 billion and create nearly 400,000 jobs re-
building our roads, our railways, our dangerous-
ly deficient dams, bridges, and levees.

Here in Virginia, my plan will create or save
almost 100,000 jobs doing work at sites just like
this one. Where we’re standing, that could
mean hundreds of construction jobs. And the
benefits of jobs we create directly will multiply
across the economy. 

For example, this kind of infrastructure proj-
ect requires heavy equipment. Caterpillar,
which manufactures the machines used in this
project, has announced some 20,000 layoffs in
the last few weeks. And today the chairman and
CEO of Caterpillar said that if the American re-
covery and reinvestment plan passes, his com-
pany would be able to rehire some of those em-
ployees. 

Tomorrow I’m going to East Peoria, Illinois,
to visit a Caterpillar manufacturing plant to talk
to these workers, because what’s at stake here
are not abstract numbers or abstract concepts.
We’re talking about real families that we can
help and real jobs that we can save.

My plan will also give tax cuts to 3 million
Virginia workers and their families. And we’ll
provide an additional $100 per month in unem-
ployment benefits to nearly a quarter-million
workers in Virginia who’ve lost their jobs and
extend benefits to 46,000 more workers who ar-
en’t currently eligible.

So we’re at the doorstep of getting this plan
through the Congress, but the work is not over.
When we do, the challenge will shift to adminis-
tering successfully this endeavor of enormous
scope and scale.

Now, there are those who’ve expressed the
opinion that we won’t be able to do it, who say
that this plan is too big to be implemented ef-
fectively and efficiently. And the fact is, there’s
a certain amount of skepticism, much of it justi-
fied, by what we’re accustomed to seeing in

Washington. So I understand these concerns,
but I’m confident that we can do things differ-
ently and better. 

As President, I expect to be judged—and
should be judged—by the results of this pro-
gram. That’s why I refused to allow even a sin-
gle dollar in this legislation to be spent on ear-
marks. And that’s why we’re going to put infor-
mation about every dollar that’s spent, includ-
ing the money spent on projects like this one,
on a new web site called recovery.gov, so that
the American people can see where their mon-
ey is going. And that’s why I will appoint an
oversight board that will be charged with moni-
toring my plans as part of an unprecedented ef-
fort to root out waste and inefficiency. And this
board will be advised by experts—not just gov-
ernment experts, not just politicians, but citi-
zens with years of expertise in management,
economics, and accounting. 

We’re going to do more than has ever been
done before to make certain that every tax dol-
lar is spent wisely and on its intended purpose.
So we’re going to hold the Federal Government
to new standards of accountability. And just as
we demand new accountability for ourselves,
we’re going to demand this kind of accountabil-
ity from the States and cities as well. And I
know Tim Kaine and other Governors and may-
ors around the country would expect nothing
less. 

So much depends on what we do at this mo-
ment. It’s not just about the future of my ad-
ministration, it’s about the future of our families
and communities, our economy and our coun-
try. We are going to do this carefully and trans-
parently and effectively as possible because so
much is on the line. And that’s what we’ve al-
ready begun to do, drafting this plan with a level
of openness for which the American people
have asked and which this situation demands. 

So I, once again, thank Governor Kaine for
welcoming me to the Commonwealth of Virgin-
ia once again. I want to thank him for his sup-
port of this plan that’s so urgent for the people
he represents and for the people that I’ve met
throughout this great State and throughout the
country.

Thank you very much.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. at a
Fairfax County Parkway Connector site. In his
remarks, he referred to James W. Owens,

chairman and chief executive officer, Caterpil-
lar, Inc.

Statement on Representative John D. Dingell, Jr.’s Years of Federal Service
February 11, 2009

It gives me great pleasure to commend
Chairman John Dingell, the dean of the U.S.
House of Representatives, who today becomes
the longest serving Member in the history of
the House. Since 1955, Chairman Dingell has
represented the people of Michigan’s 15th
District with distinction.

Over the past 53 years, Chairman Dingell
has been a champion for the health and well-
being of hard-working Americans. Following
in the footsteps of his father, the Honorable
John Dingell, Sr., Chairman Dingell has intro-
duced legislation to provide national health in-
surance for all Americans in each and every
Congress. Seniors throughout America have
Chairman Dingell to thank for his instrumen-
tal role in passage of the 1965 Medicare Act
and for his innumerable efforts since then. 

Through his hard work, Chairman Dingell
reminds us that we have a solemn duty to pro-
tect our natural heritage for future genera-
tions. As a young Congressman, Chairman
Dingell authored one of the first bills to pro-

tect America’s wetlands and played a key role
in the 1964 National Wilderness Act. Since
then, he’s sponsored legislation to improve wa-
ter quality, protect endangered species, ex-
pand sources of renewable energy, and clean
up toxic waste. 

Chairman Dingell has long strived to ensure
that every tax dollar is used wisely, and that we
have a more open, honest, and accessible Gov-
ernment. In particular, his investigations into
waste, fraud, and abuse have protected Ameri-
can consumers from inferior Government con-
tracting, deceptive drug marketing, and insid-
er trading. 

On behalf of the American people, let me
say, “Thank you, Chairman Dingell, for your
decades of distinguished service on behalf of
15th District.” As dean of the U.S. House, you
are a model of tireless commitment for all of
your colleagues. I look forward to working
with you in the months and years to come as
we endeavor to protect and improve the well-
being of all Americans.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Economic Stabilization Legislation
February 11, 2009

I want to thank the Democrats and Repub-
licans in Congress who came together around
a hard-fought compromise that will save or
create more than 3.5 million jobs and get our
economy back on track. Just today, the CEO
of Caterpillar said that if this American recov-
ery and reinvestment plan is passed, his com-
pany would be able to rehire some of the em-
ployees they’ve been forced to lay off. It’s also
a plan that will provide immediate tax relief to
families and businesses, while investing in pri-

orities like health care, education, energy, and
infrastructure that will grow our economy
once more. I’m grateful to the House Demo-
crats for starting this process, and for Mem-
bers in the House and Senate for moving it
along with the urgency that this moment de-
mands. 

NOTE: The statement referred to James W.
Owens, chairman and chief executive officer,
Caterpillar, Inc.
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Statement on Digital Television Conversion Delay Legislation
February 11, 2009

During these challenging economic times,
the needs of American consumers are a top pri-
ority of my administration. This law, which was
crafted in a bipartisan way and passed over-
whelmingly in the House and Senate, ensures
that our citizens will have more time to prepare
for the conversion. Millions of Americans, in-
cluding those in our most vulnerable communi-
ties, would have been left in the dark if the con-
version had gone on as planned, and this solu-
tion is an important step forward as we work to

get the Nation ready for digital TV. My admin-
istration will continue to work with leaders in
Congress, broadcasters, consumer groups, and
the telecommunications industry to improve
the information and assistance available to our
citizens in advance of June 12.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 352, ap-
proved February 11, which was assigned Public
Law No. 111–4.

Remarks at the Reopening of Ford’s Theatre
February 11, 2009

Thank you. Please, everybody have a seat. I
will be brief, though, I promise.

What a spectacular evening. Michelle and I
are so pleased to be here to rededicate this hal-
lowed space. We know that Ford’s Theatre will
remain a place where Lincoln’s legacy thrives,
where his love of the humanities and belief in
the power of education have a home, and where
his generosity of spirit are reflected in all the
work that takes place. 

This has been an extraordinarily fitting trib-
ute to Abraham Lincoln that we’ve seen and
heard from some of our most celebrated icons
of stage and of screen, because Lincoln himself
was a great admirer of the arts. It’s said he could
even quote portions of “Hamlet” and “Mac-
beth” by heart, as we’ve seen here this evening.
And so I somehow think this event captured an
essential part of the man whose life we cele-
brate tonight.

Now, as commemorations take place across
this country on the bicentennial of our 16th
President’s birth, there will be reflections on all
he was and all he did for this Nation that he
served. But while there are any number of mo-
ments that reveal the exceptional nature of this
singular figure, there is one in particular that I
want to share with you.

Not far from here stands our Nation’s Capi-
tol, a landmark familiar to us all, but one that
looked very different in Lincoln’s time. For it

remained unfinished until the end of the war.
The laborers who built the dome came to work
wondering whether each day would be their
last, whether the metal they were using for its
frame would be requisitioned for the war and
melted down into bullets. But each day went by
without any orders to halt construction, so they
kept on working, and they kept on building. 

When President Lincoln was finally told of
all the metal being used at the Capitol, his re-
sponse was short and clear: “That is as it should
be.” The American people needed to be re-
minded, he believed, that even in a time of war,
the work would go on; that even when the Na-
tion itself was in doubt, the future was being se-
cured; and that on that distant day when the
guns fell silent, a national capitol would stand,
with a statue of Freedom at its peak, as a sym-
bol of unity in the land still mending its divi-
sions. 

It is this sense of unity that is so much a part
of Lincoln’s legacy. For despite all that divided
us—North and South, black and white—he had
an unyielding belief that we were, at heart, one
nation and one people. And because of Abra-
ham Lincoln and all who’ve carried on his work
in the generations since, that is what we remain
today. And it is for that reason that we are able
to gather here this evening. 

Thank you, all of you, for a spectacular
evening. Thank you for those who helped to
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rededicate this theatre. Thank you for those
who are serving this Nation. I’m very grateful
to all of you. Good night. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. 

Remarks at a Lincoln Bicentennial Celebration
February 12, 2009

Thank you. Thank you. Please be seated.
Thank you very much. Madam Speaker, Lead-
er Reid, Members of Congress, dear friends,
former colleagues, it is a great honor to be
here, a place where Lincoln served, was inau-
gurated, and where the Nation he saved bid
him a last farewell. As we mark the bicentenni-
al of our 16th President’s birth, I cannot claim
to know as much about his life and works as
many who are also speaking today, but I can
say that I feel a special gratitude to this singu-
lar figure who in so many ways made my own
story possible and in so many ways made
America’s story possible.

It is fitting that we are holding this celebra-
tion here at the Capitol, for the life of this
building is bound ever so closely to the times
of this immortal President. Built by artisans
and craftsmen, but also immigrants and slaves,
it was here, in the rotunda, that Union soldiers
received help from a makeshift hospital; it was
downstairs, in the basement, that they were
baked bread to give them strength; and it was
in the Senate and House chambers where they
slept at night and spent some of their days. 

What those soldiers saw when they looked
on this building was a very different sight than
the one we see today, for it remained unfin-
ished until the end of the war. The laborers
who built the dome came to work wondering
each day whether that would be their last,
whether the metal they were using for its
frame would be requisitioned for the war and
melted down into bullets. But each day went
by without any orders to halt construction, and
so they kept on working and kept on building. 

When President Lincoln was finally told of
all the metal being used here, his response was
short and clear: “That is as it should be.” The
American people needed to be reminded, he
believed, that even in a time of war, the work
would go on, the people’s business would con-
tinue; that even when the Nation itself was in

doubt, its future was being secured; and that
on that distant day, when the guns fell silent, a
national capitol would stand, with a statue of
Freedom at its peak, as a symbol of unity in a
land still mending its divisions. 

It is this sense of unity, this ability to plan
for a shared future, even at a moment where
our Nation was torn apart, that I reflect on to-
day. And while there are any number of mo-
ments that reveal that particular side of this
extraordinary man, Abraham Lincoln—that
particular aspect of his leadership—there’s
one that I’d like to share with you today.

In the war’s final weeks, aboard Grant’s
flagship, the River Queen, President Lincoln
was asked what was to be done with the rebel
armies once General Lee surrendered. With
victory at hand, Lincoln could have sought re-
venge. He could have forced the South to pay
a steep price for their rebellion. But despite all
the bloodshed and all the misery that each side
had exacted upon the other, and despite his
absolute certainty in the rightness of the cause
of ending slavery, no Confederate soldier was
to be punished, Lincoln ordered. They were to
be treated, as he put it, “liberally all round.”
What Lincoln wanted was for Confederate
troops to go back home and return to work on
their farms and in their shops. He was even
willing, he said, to “let them have their horses
to plow and . . . their guns to shoot crows
with.”

That was the only way, Lincoln knew, to re-
pair the rifts that had torn this country apart. It
was the only way to begin the healing that our
Nation so desperately needed. What Lincoln
never forgot, not even in the midst of civil war,
was that despite all that divides us—North and
South, black and white—we were, at heart,
one nation and one people, sharing a bond as
Americans that could bend but would not
break. 
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And so even as we meet here today, in a mo-
ment when we are far less divided than in Lin-
coln’s day, but when we are once again debating
the critical issues of our time—and debating
them sometimes fiercely—let us remember that
we are doing so as servants of the same flag, as
representatives of the same people, and as

stakeholders in a common future. That is the
most fitting tribute we can pay, the most lasting
monument we can build, to that most remark-
able of men, Abraham Lincoln. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. at the
U.S. Capitol. 

Remarks at a Caterpillar Plant in East Peoria, Illinois
February 12, 2009

Thank you, everybody. It’s good to be back
home. Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank
you. Please, everybody have a seat. Have a seat. 

Well, first of all, let me thank Dan Armstrong
for his wonderful introduction and participation
in this event. And we are going to be thinking
about you and your family each and every day in
the coming months. I want to thank Peoria’s
own Ray LaHood, who is doing outstanding
work as my Transportation Secretary. Ray
comes from a long line of Republicans I love,
starting with Bob Michel and—you know,
they’re just—I think there’s a common-sense,
Midwestern, can-do, bipartisan attitude that
Ray represents, and I am so pleased that he’s in
my Cabinet. 

Now, his successor, Congressman Schock,
where is he? He’s back here; he’s right
here—stand up, Aaron. This is a—Aaron’s still
trying to make up his mind about our recovery
package, so he has the chance to be in the mold
of Bob Michel and Ray LaHood. And so we
know that all of you are going to talk to him af-
ter our event, because he’s a very talented
young man. I’ve got great confidence in him to
do the right thing for the people of Peoria.

I also want to thank Jim Owens, who I’ve got-
ten to know and is one of the top CEOs that we
have in the country and he—[applause]. You
know, Jim is obviously confronted with some
tough choices, like every CEO is right now, but
what I’m absolutely confident in is he’s thinking
about the company’s long-term growth, and he
cares about his workers. He cares about the
long term and not just the short term, and I ap-
preciate him agreeing to serve as one of our
economic advisers during this process. And I
think this company is going to be in good hands

with him at the helm. So thank you very much,
Jim, for being a part of this event today. 

Well, you notice I’ve been traveling a little
bit. I had to come to Peoria. You have to see
how things are playing in Peoria. We come to-
gether today, as Jim said, at a difficult moment
for our country. 

You know what, I know I’m already in my
speech, but there’s one other thing I forgot to
do. There’s a guy here who I served with in the
state senate. He’s just a good buddy of mine; I
love him to death. Give George Shadid a big
round of applause. I just spotted him. [Ap-
plause] Stand up, George. I like his wife more,
but George is okay. [Laughter]

We come together today at a difficult mo-
ment for our country and for this great Ameri-
can company. In recent weeks, there’s been a
lot of talk in Washington about how to address
our economic crisis, with a lot of back and forth
about dollars and numbers. But here’s the
thing: When we say we’ve lost 3.6 million jobs
since this recession began—nearly 600,000 last
month alone—when we talk about the 22,000
layoffs announced here at Caterpillar, a compa-
ny that has sustained this community for more
than 80 years and that had one of its banner
years just last year, then you know this isn’t
about figures on a balance sheet; it’s about fam-
ilies that many of you probably know. It’s about
folks like Dan all across this State and all across
this country, folks who are losing their jobs and
their health care and their homes that were
their foothold on the American Dream.

And it’s about the ripple effects across this
community, from restaurants with fewer cus-
tomers because folks can’t afford to eat out any-
more, to shops that can’t sell their goods be-
cause people can’t afford to buy them, to the
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companies that do business with Caterpillar
but now find themselves cutting back because
Caterpillar is cutting back. 

So what’s happening at this company tells us
a larger story about what’s happening with our
Nation’s economy, because, in many ways, you
can measure America’s bottom line by looking
at Caterpillar’s bottom line. 

Caterpillar builds the equipment that
moves the earth. Your machines plow the
farms that feed our families, build the towers
that shape our skylines, lay the roads that con-
nect our communities, power the trucks that
deliver our goods, and more.

So those 22,000 layoffs aren’t just a crisis for
those families or for the communities like Peo-
ria and Decatur and Aurora, they are an ur-
gent warning sign for America, because when
a company as good and successful and efficient
and lean and mean as Caterpillar is cutting
back production and shedding jobs, that
means we’re not building up this country. It
means we’re not building new homes and of-
fices or rebuilding crumbling schools and fail-
ing infrastructure. 

In short, it means we’re standing still. And
in this new global economy, standing still is the
surest way to end up falling behind. Standing
still is not an option. It’s not who we are; it’s
not who we have to be. Right now, we have a
once-in-a-generation chance to act boldly, to
turn adversity into opportunity and use this
crisis as a chance to transform our economy
for the 21st century. 

That is the driving purpose of the recovery
and reinvestment plan that I’ve put before
Congress. It’s a plan that will save or create
more than 3.5 million jobs over the next 2
years, that will ignite spending by businesses
and consumers and make the investments nec-
essary for lasting economic growth and pros-
perity.

Now, these past few weeks, we’ve had a
spirited debate in Washington about this plan.
And not everybody shares the same view about
how we should move forward. At times, our
discussions have been contentious. But that’s a
good thing. Diverse viewpoints are the life-
blood of our democracy; debating them is how
we learn from each other’s perspective, we

temper each other’s excesses, we make better
decisions. 

But the debate is now coming to an end.
The bill has passed the House, and it’s passed
the Senate. It’s been reconciled, and now it’s
going back to those two chambers so it can get
on my desk. It is time for Congress to act, and
I hope they act in a bipartisan fashion. But no
matter how they act, when they do, when they
finally pass our plan, I believe it will be a major
step forward on our path to economic recov-
ery. 

And I’m not the only one who thinks so.
Yesterday Jim, the head of Caterpillar, said
that if Congress passes our plan, this company
will be able to rehire some of the folks who
were just laid off. And that’s a story I’m confi-
dent will be repeated at companies across the
country, companies that are currently strug-
gling to borrow money selling their products,
struggling to make payroll, but could find
themselves in a different position when we
start implementing the plan. Rather than
downsizing, they may be able to start growing
again. Rather than cutting jobs, they may be
able to create them again. 

That’s the goal at the heart of this plan: to
create jobs. And not just any jobs, not just
make-work jobs, but putting people to work
doing the work that America needs done: re-
pairing our infrastructure, modernizing our
schools and our hospitals, promoting the clean
alternative energy sources that will finally help
us declare independence from foreign oil.

So once Congress passes this plan, and I
sign it into law, a new wave of innovation, ac-
tivity, and construction will be unleashed all
across America. We’ll put people to work
building wind turbines and solar panels and
fuel-efficient cars. We’ll upgrade our schools,
creating 21st century classrooms and libraries
and labs for millions of children across Ameri-
ca. We’ll computerize our health care system
to save billions of dollars and countless lives;
lay down broadband Internet lines to connect
rural schools and small businesses so they can
compete with their counterparts anywhere in
the world; rebuilding our crumbling roads and
bridges; repairing our dangerous dams and le-
vees so we don’t face another Katrina. 
96



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Feb. 12
Think about all the work out there to be
done, and Caterpillar will be selling the equip-
ment that does the work. And in addition to sav-
ing and creating jobs, we’ll also ensure that folks
in places like Peoria who’ve lost their jobs
through no fault of their own can receive great-
er unemployment benefits and continue their
health care coverage.

Here in Illinois, that will mean an additional
$100 per month to more than 820,000 workers
who’ve lost their jobs. It means extended unem-
ployment benefits for another 145,000 folks
who’ve been laid off, are out there busy looking
for work, but haven’t found a job yet. It’s not
just our moral responsibility to help them, it al-
so makes good economic sense. If you don’t
have money, you can’t spend it. And if people
aren’t spending, our economy will continue to
decline. 

And for that same reason, the plan will pro-
vide badly needed middle class tax relief, put-
ting money back into the pockets of just about
everybody here, nearly 4.9 million workers and
their families here in Illinois, so you can pay
your bills and meet your families’ needs during
a downturn.

In the end, that’s what the recovery plan is
about. It’s about giving people a way to make a
living, support their families, and live out their
dreams.

Americans aren’t looking for a handout. They
just want to work. They’re meeting their re-
sponsibilities. You’re meeting your responsibili-
ties. But when you start seeing an economic cri-
sis of this magnitude, everybody’s got to chip in;
everybody’s got to pull together. Politics has to
stop, and we’ve got to get the job done.

Passing this plan is an important step, but it’s
just one step. It’s only the beginning of what
we’re going to have to do to turn around our
economy. So to truly address this crisis, we’re
also going to need to address the home mort-
gage crisis. We’re going to have to get credit
flowing again. We need to reform our financial
markets, both to restore trust and ensure that a
crisis like this can never happen again. And
whether it’s rebuilding our schools or reforming
our health care system or investing in clean en-
ergy, much work remains to lay the foundation

for long-term economic growth and fiscal re-
sponsibility. 

We’ve got to spend some money now to pull
us out of this recession. But as soon as we’re out
of this recession, we’ve got to get serious about
starting to live within our means, instead of
leaving debt for our children and our grandchil-
dren and our great-grandchildren. That’s not
the responsible way. That’s not how folks here
in Peoria operate in their own lives, and they
should expect the Government is equally re-
sponsible. So the road ahead is not an easy one.
Some of our plans might not always work out
exactly the way we’d like. Our recovery will like-
ly be measured in terms of years and not
months. 

But to anyone who might feel doubtful or
discouraged, I urge you to think about the his-
tory of this company. As some of you know,
about 60 years ago, shortly after the end of
World War II, Caterpillar decided to build its
new offices somewhere other than East Peoria.
But the people of this city had other ideas. They
were hard at work rebuilding and modernizing,
and they were determined to make East Peoria
an ideal home for companies like Caterpillar.
But Caterpillar’s leaders were impressed, and
ultimately, they changed their minds. They de-
cided to go ahead and build offices right here in
East Peoria to be, as a former chairman of the
company put it, “no less willing to get in step
with the march of progress.” 

Throughout the 20th century, this company
has helped lead that march. From working far
beyond capacity during World War II—even
with 6,000 workers on military leave—to surviv-
ing the recession in the 1980s and emerging
stronger and more competitive, to seizing the
promise of today’s green economy by leading
the way with clean diesel engines, Caterpillar
has shaped the American landscape, shown the
world what a great American company looks
like.

I know the past few months have been hard
for this company. But they—I also know that
they’ve been among the worst in a generation.
But here’s what else I know: Here in America,
even in our darkest moments, we’ve held fast to
a vision of a better future, and we’ve been
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willing to work for it and struggle for it and
sacrifice for it. 

That’s how it’s going to be again. I have the
fullest confidence that if we think boldly and
we act quickly and fully devote ourselves to
the work at hand, then out of this ordeal will
come a better day and a brighter future for our
children and our grandchildren. That’s the his-
tory of this company. That’s the history of this
city. That’s the history of this State. And that’s

the history that we’re going to make, you and
me together.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Dan Armstrong, for-
mer employee, Caterpillar, Inc.; former Rep.
Robert H. Michel; Rep. Aaron Schock; and Il-
linois State Senator George P. Shadid and his
wife Lorraine.

Statement on the Fourth Anniversary of the Death of Former Prime
Minister Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon
February 12, 2009

Saturday marks the fourth anniversary of
the assassination of former Lebanese Prime
Minister Rafiq Hariri. As we share our grief
with the Lebanese people over the loss of
Prime Minister Hariri, we also share our con-
viction that his sacrifice will not be in vain.
The United States fully supports the Special
Tribunal for Lebanon, whose work will begin
in a few weeks to bring those responsible for
this horrific crime and those that followed to
justice.

As Lebanon prepares for Parliamentary
elections, the United States will continue to

support Lebanon’s sovereignty and indepen-
dence, the legitimate institutions of the Leba-
nese state, and the Lebanese people. The
United States remains committed to the full
implementation of U.N. Security Council Res-
olutions 1701 and 1559. We also will continue
to support the voices of peace and moderation
in Lebanon and hope that Lebanon continues
down the path of national reconciliation,
peace, and prosperity that its citizens so
strongly deserve.

Remarks at the Abraham Lincoln Association Annual Banquet in Springfield,
Illinois
February 12, 2009

Thank you very much. Well, it is wonderful
to be back in Springfield, and I see so many fa-
miliar faces—to Mr. Hart; to Marilyn; to my
Secretary of Transportation, Ray LaHood; to
two of the finest Governors that we’ve had in
the past, Jim Thompson and Jim Edgar; to Lu-
ra Lynn Ryan and to our new Governor, who’s
going to be doing outstanding work for us in
the future, Pat Quinn; to Reverend McCants
and to my dear friend Loretta Durbin. 

I do feel guilty because Dick was the one
who brought this event to my attention.
[Laughter] I’m here, and he’s there. [Laugh-
ter] But part of the reason that Dick Durbin
has been such a great friend, not just to me,

but to the people of Illinois, is because his
work always comes first. And he has been un-
believable in providing leadership in the Sen-
ate through thick and through thin. And I’m
very, very grateful to him. He is one of my
greatest friends, and I would not be standing
here if it were not for Dick Durbin. So please
give Dick Durbin a big round of applause. 

So it is wonderful to be back in Springfield,
the city where I got my start in elective office,
where I served for nearly a decade. I see some
of my colleagues, your attorney general, Lisa
Madigan, in the house. And you’ve got some
constitutional officers there. I think that’s
Alexi, your treasurer, who’s going to be playing
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basketball with me at some point; Dan Hynes,
comptroller, and just an incredible supporter
during this past race; and your new senate pres-
ident, John Cullerton, one of the sharpest legis-
lators that we’ve ever had. Is the speaker
around? He’s over there? Mr. Speaker, it’s good
to see you. Thank you.

So I’ve got a lot of friends here. I’ve got to
stop there, otherwise I’m going to be using up
all my time.

I served here for nearly a decade and, as has
already been mentioned, this is where I
launched my candidacy for President 2 years
ago this week, on the steps of the Old State
Capitol where Abraham Lincoln served and
prepared for the Presidency.

It was here, nearly 150 years ago, that the
man whose life we are celebrating today, who
you’ve been celebrating all week, bid farewell to
this city that he had come to call his own. And
as has already been mentioned, on a platform at
a train station not far from where we’re gath-
ered, Lincoln turned to the crowd that had
come to see him off and said, “To this place,
and the kindness of these people, I owe every-
thing.” And being here tonight, surrounded by
all of you, I share his sentiment. But looking out
at this room full of so many who did so much for
me, I’m also reminded of what Lincoln once
said to a favor seeker who claimed it was his ef-
forts that made the difference in the election.
[Laughter] And Lincoln asked him, “So you
think you made me President?” “Yes,” the man
replied, “under Providence, I think I did.”
“Well,” said Lincoln, “it’s a pretty mess you’ve
got me into.” [Laughter] “But I forgive you.” 

So whoever of you think you are responsible
for this, we’re taking names. [Laughter] 

It’s a humbling task, marking the bicentenni-
al of our 16th President’s birth, humbling for
me in particular because it’s fair to say that the
Presidency of this singular figure who we cele-
brate in so many ways made my own story possi-
ble.

Here in Springfield, it’s easier, though, to re-
flect on Lincoln the man rather than the marble
giant, before Gettysburg, before Antietam, be-
fore Fredericksburg and Bull Run, before
emancipation was proclaimed and the captives
were set free. In 1854, Lincoln was simply a

Springfield lawyer who’d served just a single
term in Congress. Possibly in his law office, his
feet on a cluttered desk, his sons playing around
him, his clothes a bit too small to fit his uncom-
mon frame, maybe wondering if somebody
might call him up and ask him to be Commerce
Secretary—[laughter]—he put some thoughts
on paper, and for what purpose we do not
know: “The legitimate object of government,”
he wrote, “is to do for the people what needs to
be done, but which they cannot, by individual
effort, do at all, or do so well, by themselves.”

To do for the people what needs to be done
but which they cannot do on their own. It’s a
simple statement, but it answers a central ques-
tion of Abraham Lincoln’s life. Why did he land
on the side of union? What was it that made
him so unrelenting in pursuit of victory that he
was willing to test the Constitution he ultimate-
ly preserved? What was it that led this man to
give his last full measure of devotion so that our
Nation might endure?

And these are not easy questions to answer,
and I cannot know if I’m right. But I suspect
that his devotion to the idea of union came not
from a belief that government always had the
answer. It came not from a failure to under-
stand our individual rights and responsibilities.
This rugged rail-splitter, born in a log cabin of
pioneer stock—who cleared a path through the
woods as a boy, who lost a mother and a sister to
the rigors of frontier life, who taught himself all
that he knew, and everything that he had was
because of his hard work—this man, our first
Republican President, knew better than any-
body what it meant to pull yourself up by your
bootstraps. He understood that strain of per-
sonal liberty and self-reliance, that fierce inde-
pendence at the heart of the American experi-
ence. 

But he also understood something else. He
recognized that while each of us must do our
part—work as hard as we can, be as responsible
as we can—although we are responsible for our
own fates, in the end, there are certain things
we cannot do on our own. There are certain
things we can only do together. There are cer-
tain things only a union can do. 

Only a union could harness the courage of
our pioneers to settle the American West,
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which is why Lincoln passed a Homestead Act
giving a tract of land to anyone seeking a stake
in our growing economy. 

Only a union could foster the ingenuity of
our framers—the ingenuity of our farmers,
which is why he set up land-grant colleges that
taught them how to make the most of their
land while giving their children an education
that let them dream the American Dream. 

Only a union could speed our expansion and
connect our coasts with a transcontinental rail-
road, and so, even in the midst of civil war,
Lincoln built one. He fueled new enterprises
with a national currency and spurred innova-
tion and ignited America’s imagination with a
national academy of sciences, believing we
must, as he put it, add “the fuel of interest to
the fire of genius in the discovery . . . of new
and useful things.” And on this day that is also
the bicentennial of Charles Darwin’s birth, it’s
worth a moment to pause and renew that com-
mitment to science and innovation and discov-
ery that Lincoln understood so well. 

Only a union could serve the hopes of every
citizen to knock down the barriers to opportu-
nity and give each and every person the
chance to pursue the American Dream. Lin-
coln understood what Washington understood
when he led farmers and craftsmen and shop-
keepers to rise up against an empire; what
Roosevelt understood when he lifted us from
depression, built an arsenal of democracy, cre-
ated the largest middle class in history with the
GI bill. It’s what Kennedy understood when
he sent us to the Moon. 

All these Presidents recognized that Ameri-
ca is, and always has been, more than a band of
13 colonies or 50 states, more than a bunch of
Yankees and Confederates, more than a col-
lection of red States and blue States; but we
are the United States. There isn’t any dream
beyond our reach—[applause]. There is no
dream beyond our reach, any obstacle that can
stand in our way when we recognize that our
individual liberty is served, not negated, by a
recognition of the common good. That is the
spirit we are called to show once more.

The challenges we face are very different
now: two wars; an economic crisis unlike any
we’ve seen in our lifetime. Jobs have been lost;

pensions are gone. Families’ dreams have
been endangered. Health care costs are ex-
ploding. Schools are falling short. We have an
energy crisis that’s hampering our economy
and threatening our planet and enriching our
adversaries. 

And yet, while our challenges may be new,
they did not come about overnight. Ultimate-
ly, they result from a failure to meet the test
that Lincoln set. I understand there have been
times in our history when our government has
misjudged what we can do by individual effort
alone, and what we can only do together; when
we didn’t draw the line as effectively as we
should have; when government has done
things that people can and should do for them-
selves. 

Our welfare system, before reform, too of-
ten dampened individual initiative, discourag-
ing people from taking responsibility for their
own upward mobility. In education, some-
times we’ve lost sight of the role of parents,
rather than government, in cultivating a thirst
for knowledge and instilling those qualities of
good character, hard work, and discipline and
integrity that are so important to educational
achievement and professional success.

But in recent years, we’ve seen the pendu-
lum swing too far in the opposite direction.
What’s dominated is a philosophy that says ev-
ery problem can be solved if only government
would step out of the way. That if government
were just dismantled and divvied up into tax
breaks, that it would somehow benefit us all.
Such knee-jerk disdain for government—this
constant rejection of any common endeav-
or—cannot rebuild our levees or our roads or
our bridges. It can’t refurbish our schools or
modernize our health care system. It can’t lead
to the next medical discovery or yield the re-
search and technology that will spark a clean
energy economy. 

Only a nation can do those things. Only by
coming together, all of us, in union, and ex-
pressing that sense of shared sacrifice and re-
sponsibility—for ourselves, yes, but also for
one another—can we do the work that must
be done in this country. That is part of the def-
inition of being American. 
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It’s only by rebuilding our economy and fos-
tering the conditions of growth that willing
workers can find a job and companies can find
capital and the entrepreneurial spirit that is the
key to our competitiveness can flourish. It’s on-
ly by unleashing the potential of alternative fu-
els that will lower our energy bills and raise our
industries’ sights, make our Nation safer and
our planet cleaner. It’s only by remaking our
schools for the 21st century that our children
will get those good jobs so they can make of
their lives what they will. It’s only by coming to-
gether to do what people need done that we
will, in Lincoln’s words, “lift artificial weights
from all shoulders [and give] an unfettered
start, and a fair chance, in the race of life.”
That’s all people are looking for, fair chance in
the race of life.

That’s what’s required of us now and in the
years ahead. We will be remembered for what
we choose to make of this moment. And when
posterity looks back on our time, as we are look-
ing back on Lincoln’s, I don’t want it said that
we saw an economic crisis but did not stem it;
that we saw our schools decline and our bridges
crumble but we did not rebuild them; that the
world changed in the 21st century but America
did not lead it; that we were consumed with
small things, petty things when we were called
to do great things. Instead, let them say that this
generation—our generation—of Americans
rose to the moment and gave America a new
birth of freedom and opportunity in our time. 

These are trying days and they will grow
tougher in the months to come. And there will
be moments when our doubts rise and our
hopes recede. But let’s always remember that
we as a people have been here before. There

were times when our revolution itself seemed
altogether improbable, when the Union was all
but lost, when fascism seemed set to prevail
around the world. And yet, what earlier genera-
tions discovered—and what we must rediscover
right now—is that it is precisely when we are in
the deepest valley, when the climb is steepest,
that Americans relearn how to take the moun-
taintop together, as one nation, as one people.
As one nation, as one people: That’s how we will
beat back our present dangers. That is how we
will surpass what trials may come. That’s how
we will do what Lincoln called on us all to do
and “nobly save . . . the last best hope on
Earth.” That’s what this is, the last best hope on
Earth. Lincoln has passed that legacy onto us. It
is now our responsibility to pass it on to the next
generation.

Thank you, God bless you, and may God
bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:32 p.m. at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Richard E. Hart, president, Abraham
Lincoln Association; Marilyn Kushak, chair-
woman, Illinois Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission; former Govs. Jim Thompson and
Jim Edgar of Illinois; Lura Lynn Ryan, wife of
former Gov. George H. Ryan of Illinois; Rev.
Gary McCants, presiding elder, Illinois Confer-
ence, Fourth Episcopal District, African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church; Loretta S. Durbin,
wife of Sen. Richard J. Durbin; and State Attor-
ney General Lisa Madigan, State Treasurer
Alexi Giannoulias, State Comptroller Daniel W.
Hynes, State Senate President John Cullerton,
and State Speaker of the House Michael J. Ma-
digan of Illinois.

Remarks to the Business Council
February 13, 2009

Thank you. Please have a seat. Thank you.
Well, thank you all for being here.

Before I begin, I want to say a brief word
about the terrible tragedy that took place out-
side of Buffalo last night. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the families and friends who
lost loved ones, and as always, our thanks go out
to the brave first-responders who arrived imme-

diately to try and save lives and who are still on
the scene keeping people safe.

Tragic events such as these remind us of the
fragility of life and the value of every single day.
One person who understood that well was Bev-
erly Eckert, who was on that flight and who I
met with just a few days ago. You see, Beverly
lost her husband on 9/11 and became a tireless
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advocate for those families, whose lives were
forever changed on that September day. And
in keeping with that passionate commitment,
she was on her way to Buffalo to mark what
would have been her husband’s birthday and
launch a scholarship in his memory. So she
was an inspiration to me and to so many oth-
ers, and I pray that her family finds peace and
comfort in the hard days ahead.

Welcome to the White House. Every Presi-
dent since Franklin Delano Roosevelt has
sought the advice of the Business Council. Ev-
ery President since Lyndon Johnson has
sought your audience. And while this is a part-
nership that is important during periods of rel-
ative peace and prosperity, it is a essential
partnership during tough economic times.

I don’t need to tell you that we are in tough
economic times. The challenges we face today
we have not seen in a very long time. Each of
you and every American sees them in very spe-
cific ways. We’ve lost 3.6 million jobs since this
recession began, nearly 600,000 just last
month. Many of your businesses are under tre-
mendous pressure, with revenues falling and
credit drying up. You’re feeling directly or in-
directly the reverberations of a financial crisis,
which has upended the economy.

But I’m not here to repeat a litany of our
challenges. We know what they are, we know
they are vast, and we know that they are var-
ied. Instead, I’m here to enlist your help, be-
cause we have a once-in-a-generation chance
to act boldly and turn adversity into opportuni-
ty and to use this crisis as a chance to trans-
form our economy for the 21st century.

That’s the driving purpose of the recovery
and reinvestment plan that I’ve put before
Congress. It’s a plan that will ignite spending
by businesses and consumers, make the invest-
ments necessary for lasting economic growth
and prosperity, and save or create more than
3.5 million jobs over the next 2 years. Ninety
percent of those jobs are in the private sector.

And we’ve had a spirited debate about this
plan over the last few weeks. Not everybody
has shared the same view of how we should
move forward, and at times, our discussions
have been contentious. But that’s a good thing,
from my perspective. Diverse viewpoints are

the lifeblood of a democracy, and debating
these viewpoints is how we learn from each
other’s perspective and refine our approaches.

But as we meet, Congress is now poised to
act. It’s passed the House; it’s passed the Sen-
ate. We expect a vote on the final version to-
day. And one of the reasons we’ve come so far
is because so many of you have recognized the
urgency and necessity of taking action. This
plan has won the support of groups such as the
Chamber of Commerce and the National As-
sociation of Manufacturers, but also the AFL–
CIO.

And the goal at the heart of this plan is to
create jobs, not just any jobs, but jobs doing
the work America needs done: repairing our
infrastructure, modernizing our schools and
our hospitals, promoting the clean, alternative
energy sources that will help us finally declare
our independence from foreign oil. It’s a plan
that will put people to work building wind tur-
bines and solar panels and fuel-efficient cars.

We’ll upgrade our schools, creating 21st-
century classrooms and libraries and labs for
millions of children across America. We’ll
computerize our health care system, at last, to
save billions of dollars and countless lives as
we reduce medical errors. We’ll lay down
broadband Internet lines to connect rural
schools and small businesses, so they can com-
pete with their counterparts anywhere in the
world. And we will rebuild our crumbling
roads and bridges and repair our dangerously
deficient dams and levees, so we don’t face an-
other Katrina.

In addition to saving and creating jobs, we’ll
also ensure that folks who’ve lost jobs through
no fault of their own can receive greater un-
employment benefits and continue their
health care coverage. It’ll provide badly need-
ed middle class tax relief, putting money in the
pockets of workers and their families at a time
when many of them are experiencing greater
distress. It’ll also provide sensible tax relief to
businesses that are trying to make payroll and
create jobs. And our focus is not only on large
businesses, but also small businesses that are
probably feeling the credit crunch most acute-
ly.
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Now, passing this plan is a critical step, but as
important as it is, it’s only the beginning of what
I think all of you understand is going to be a
long and difficult process of turning our econo-
my around. To truly address this crisis, we will
also need to address the crisis in our financial
sector to get credit flowing again to families and
businesses. And we need to confront the crisis
in the housing sector that’s been one of the
sources of our economic challenges. I’ll be dis-
cussing that extensively soon. We’re going to
need comprehensive financial reform in the
way government relates to the financial markets
in order to deal with the complex challenges of
the 21st century, both as a way to restore trust
and also ensure that a crisis like this can never
happen again.

And finally, we have to approach our budget
in a responsible way. It’s my strong belief that
we’re going to have to invest in the short term
to get our economy moving again, and that we
would be foolish to ignore our current perils.
But I also think that it’s important for us to
think in the midterm and long term. And over
that midterm and long term, we’re going to
have to have fiscal discipline. We are not going
to be able to perpetually finance the levels of
debt that the Federal Government are incur-
ring and carrying.

And that means investing in priorities like en-
ergy and health care and education that will
grow our economy again. But it also means
eliminating those programs that are wasteful
and duplicative and that we simply cannot af-
ford. We have to once again live within our
means. We’re going to have to make some
tough decisions that many of you are already
making in your companies but the Federal Gov-
ernment has not made with respect to our oper-
ations.

It will take all of these steps to not only lead
to an economic recovery, but to lead to a long-
term path to economic prosperity. And this
work will not be easy. Our recovery will likely
be measured in years and not months. All of
us—government, business, labor, and citi-
zens—will have responsibilities to meet. And I
will be looking to all of you for your ideas and
innovations, for your help not only crafting the
policies of the 21st century, but crafting a Gov-

ernment for the 21st century that can be a part-
ner with you. Your best practices should be our
best practices.

And as we consider the work ahead, we’d all
be well served to reflect on the significance of
the partnership that we see here today: how it
was forged and why it’s been so fruitful.

Now, back in the spring of 1933, in the early
days of a new administration, President Roos-
evelt’s Commerce Secretary gathered in Wash-
ington the leaders of some of the Nation’s larg-
est corporations, many of which continue to be
represented in this room. These executives,
hailing from General Electric and General Mo-
tors and AT&T and DuPont and others, formed
an advisory panel to assist in the crafting of New
Deal policies that in the coming years would
transform the American economy amidst brutal
and unyielding Depression. And the work of
these volunteers would inform the inception
and implementation of the Securities and Ex-
change Act, the Banking Act, the Social Securi-
ty Act, and other policies that have served us ev-
er since. 

That’s how the Business Council was born. It
was at a moment when economic turmoil
threatened the foundations on which our soci-
ety was painstakingly built, at a moment when
other nations were giving up, as President
Roosevelt said, “[selling] their heritage of free-
dom for the illusion of a living.” 

That’s not what we did. We adapted. We
changed. We boldly defended our system of
free enterprise even as we enacted policies to
transform the ways that it would function. We
did not give in to ideologies that dismissed or
derided the role of government, nor those that
denied the role of the marketplace.

And so even as our President was leading un-
precedented public interventions into the pri-
vate sector, he did so in concert with the private
sector’s leaders. Even as Government built new
regulatory structures and weaved a social safety
net, these efforts were designed not to confine
private industry, but to allow it once again to
succeed while ensuring that success was broadly
shared.

And President Roosevelt understood the new
role of Government in this new world, that
while extraordinary actions on its part might be
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the source of recovery, no action on the part of
Government, no matter how extraordinary,
would alone be a source of our prosperity.

Now, conversely, these corporate citizens
understood their new role as well: that we all
had responsibilities to fulfill; that our survival
depended on how well we worked together;
that in a more interdependent economy, our
fates—and were—were and are more inter-
connected.

Our growth, our success as a nation, de-
pended on what we did together. And so the
Government could lay the groundwork for an
economy in which innovation is prized and
hard work rewarded, in which rules are clear
and clearly enforced. And the rest would be up
to people like you and the people who work
for you to create the incredible products and
services that today we enjoy.

That’s how we’ve led the global economy.
That’s how we’ve ushered in massive gains in
wealth not just for the few, but for the many.
That is how we’ve been—and will continue to
be—a nation that draws on the talents of all
our people, a place where generation after
generation of bold thinkers and bright minds,
innovators and inventors, have taken the
chance to invest in an idea, to build a new
product, to test a new theory, to do their small

part to change our world. That’s what’s attract-
ed some of the best talent around the world to
our shores. That’s our promise, and that’s the
promise that must always be at the heart of our
partnership.

So I hope this is the beginning of many con-
versations. Many of you I know. Many of you
I’ve had long conversations with in the past.
My door will always be open to you. And I’m
absolutely confident that if we’re smart and if
we are bold, if we work together, if we’re will-
ing to cast aside some of the theories that have
already failed us and we remain open to new
approaches and new ideas, and we think about
the problems of our economy the way you
think about your businesses—in practical,
hard-headed, clear-eyed terms unclouded by
dogmas—then I’m absolutely confident that
we can lead our Nation through this transfor-
mative moment and come out stronger and
more prosperous than ever before.

I thank you for your leadership. I thank you
for being here. And I look forward to having a
series of conversations with all of you in the
near future. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Crash of Continental Connection Flight 3407 in Clarence,
New York
February 13, 2009

Michelle and I are deeply saddened to hear
of the tragic accident outside of Buffalo last
night. Our hearts go out to the families and
friends who lost loved ones. I want to thank
the brave first-responders who arrived imme-

diately to try and save lives and who are con-
tinuing to ensure the safety of everyone in the
area. We pray for all those who have been
touched by this terrible tragedy to find peace
and comfort in the hard days ahead.

The President’s Weekly Address
February 14, 2009

This week, I spent some time with Ameri-
cans across the country who are hurting be-
cause of this economic crisis: people closing
the businesses they scrimped and saved to

start; families losing the homes that were their
stake in the American Dream; folks who’ve
given up trying to get ahead and given in to the
stark reality of just trying to get by. They’ve
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been looking to those they sent to Washington
for some hope at a time when they need it most.

This morning I’m pleased to say that after a
lively debate full of healthy differences of opin-
ion, we’ve delivered real and tangible progress
for the American people.

Congress has passed my economic recovery
plan, an ambitious plan at a time we badly need
it. It will save or create more than 3.5 million
jobs over the next 2 years, ignite spending by
business and consumers alike, and lay a new
foundation for our lasting economic growth and
prosperity.

This is a major milestone on our road to re-
covery, and I want to thank the Members of
Congress who came together in common pur-
pose to make it happen. Because they did, I will
sign this legislation into law shortly, and we’ll
begin making the immediate investments nec-
essary to put people back to work doing the
work America needs done: the work of modern-
izing our health care system, saving billions of
dollars and countless lives, and upgrading class-
rooms, libraries, and labs in our children’s
schools across America; the work of building
wind turbines and solar panels and the smart
grid necessary to transport the clean energy
they create and laying broadband Internet lines
to connect rural homes, schools, and businesses
to the information superhighway; the work of
repairing our crumbling roads and bridges, and
our dangerously deficient dams and levees. And
we’ll help folks who’ve lost their jobs through
no fault of their own by providing the unem-
ployment benefits they need and protecting the
health care they count on.

Now, some fear we won’t be able to effec-
tively implement a plan of this size and scope,
and I understand their skepticism. Washington
hasn’t set a very good example in recent years.
And with so much on the line, it’s time to begin
doing things differently.

That’s why our goal must be to spend these
precious dollars with unprecedented account-
ability, responsibility, and transparency. I’ve
tasked my Cabinet and staff to set up the kind
of management, oversight, and disclosure that
will help ensure that, and I will challenge State
and local governments to do the same.

Once the plan is put into action, a new web
site, recovery.gov, will allow any American to
watch where the money goes and weigh in with
comments and questions. And I encourage ev-
ery American to do so. Ultimately, this is your
money, and you deserve to know where it’s go-
ing and how it’s spent.

This historic step won’t be the end of what
we do to turn our economy around, but rather
the beginning. The problems that led us into
this crisis are deep and widespread, and our re-
sponse must be equal to the task.

For our plan to succeed, we must stabilize,
repair, and reform our banking system, and get
credit flowing again to families and businesses.
We must write and enforce new rules of the
road, to stop unscrupulous speculators from un-
dermining our economy ever again. We must
stem the spread of foreclosures and do every-
thing we can to help responsible homeowners
stay in their homes.

And in the weeks ahead, I will submit a pro-
posal for the Federal budget that will begin to
restore the discipline these challenging times
demand. Our debt has doubled over the past 8
years, and we’ve inherited a trillion dollar defi-
cit, which we must add to in the short term in
order to jump-start our sick economy. But our
long-term economic growth demands that we
tame our burgeoning Federal deficit; that we
invest in the things we need and dispense with
the things we don’t. This is a challenging agen-
da, but one we can and will achieve.

This morning I’m reminded of words Presi-
dent Kennedy spoke in another time of uncer-
tainty: “Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be
stronger men. Do not pray for tasks equal to
your powers. Pray for powers equal to your
tasks.”

America, we will prove equal to this task. It
will take time, and it will take effort, but work-
ing together, we will turn this crisis into oppor-
tunity and emerge from our painful present into
a brighter future. After a week spent with the
fundamentally decent men and women of this
Nation, I have never been more certain of that.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:30 a.m. in the Map Room at the
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White House on February 13 for broadcast on
February 14. In his address, the President re-
ferred to H.R. 1, the “American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.” The transcript was

made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on February 13 but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on February 14.

Remarks on Signing the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
in Denver, Colorado
February 17, 2009

Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.
You guys can sit down too. [Laughter]

Let me begin by saying thank you to a few
people: First of all, your outstanding Gover-
nor, Bill Ritter, please give Bill a big round of
applause; Lieutenant Governor Barbara
O’Brien; Secretary of State Bernie Buescher;
your outstanding mayor, John Hickenlooper;
your new Senator, Michael Bennet; your old
Senator, now my Secretary of the Interior,
Ken Salazar. Mark Udall is not here, but give
him a round of applause anyway. 

One of the outstanding leaders who helped
shepherd this process through in record
time—please give Max Baucus of Montana a
big round of applause. Thank you, Max. To
Secretary Federico Pena, one of my national
cochairs—I would not be here if it were not
for Federico. Thank you. To Representative
Diana DeGette, who is a—we are in her dis-
trict, so thank you so much; Representative
Betsy Markey; Representative Jared Polis;
Representative Ed Perlmutter; to all the other
elected officials and outstanding leaders who
are here; and to the whole Namaste family and
Mr. Jones for outstanding work, congratula-
tions. Give them a big round of applause. And
to the best Vice President that we’ve had in a
long time, Joe Biden.

It is great to be back in Denver. I was here
last summer—we had a good time—[laugh-
ter]—to accept the nomination of my party
and to make a promise to people of all parties
that I would do all that I could to give every
American the chance to make of their lives
what they will; to see their children climb
higher than they did. And I’m back today to
say that we have begun the difficult work of
keeping that promise. We have begun the es-
sential work of keeping the American Dream

alive in our time. And that’s why we’re here to-
day. 

Now, I don’t want to pretend that today
marks the end of our economic problems, nor
does it constitute all of what we’re going to
have to do to turn our economy around. But
today does mark the beginning of the end: the
beginning of what we need to do to create jobs
for Americans scrambling in the wake of lay-
offs; the beginning of what we need to do to
provide relief for families worried that they
won’t be able to pay next month’s bills; the be-
ginning of the first steps to set our economy on
a firmer foundation, paving the way to long-
term growth and prosperity.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act that I will sign today, a plan that meets the
principles I laid out in January, is the most
sweeping economic recovery package in our
history. It’s the product of broad consultation
and the recipient of broad support, from busi-
ness leaders, unions, public interest groups,
from the Chamber of Commerce, and the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers, as well as
the AFL–CIO; from Democrats and Republi-
cans, mayors as well as Governors. It’s a rare
thing in Washington for people with such di-
verse and different viewpoints to come togeth-
er and support the same bill. And on behalf of
our Nation, I want to thank all of them for it,
including your two outstanding Senators, Mi-
chael Bennet and Mark Udall, as well as all the
members of your congressional delegation.
They did an outstanding job, and they deserve
a big round of applause.

I also want to thank Joe Biden for working
behind the scenes from the very start to make
this recovery act possible. I want to thank
Speaker Pelosi and Harry Reid for acting so
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quickly and for proving that Congress could
step up to this challenge.

I have special thanks to Max Baucus, who’s
the Chairman of the Finance Committee. With-
out Max, none of this would have happened. He
had to work overtime, and push his committee
to work overtime. And I want to thank all the
committee chairs and Members of Congress for
coming up with a plan that is both bold and bal-
anced enough to meet the demands of this mo-
ment. The American people were looking to
them for leadership, and that’s what they pro-
vided.

Now, what makes this recovery plan so im-
portant is not just that it will create or save 3½
million jobs over the next 2 years, including
60,000-plus here in Colorado. It’s that we’re
putting Americans to work doing the work that
America needs done—[applause]—in critical
areas that have been neglected for too long;
work that will bring real and lasting change for
generations to come.

Because we know we can’t build our eco-
nomic future on the transportation and infor-
mation networks of the past, we are remaking
the American landscape with the largest new in-
vestment in our Nation’s infrastructure since
Eisenhower built an Interstate Highway System
in the 1950s. Because of this investment, nearly
400,000 men and women will go to work re-
building our crumbling roads and bridges, re-
pairing our faulty dams and levees, bringing
critical broadband connections to businesses
and homes in nearly every community in Amer-
ica, upgrading mass transit, building high-speed
rail lines that will improve travel and commerce
throughout our Nation.

Because we know America can’t outcompete
the world tomorrow if our children are being
out-educated today, we’re making the largest
investment in education in our Nation’s history.
It’s an investment that will create jobs building
21st century classrooms and libraries and labs
for millions of children across America. It will
provide funds to train a new generation of math
and science teachers, while giving aid to States
and school districts to stop teachers from being
laid off and education programs from being cut.

In a place like New York City, 14,000 teach-
ers who were set to be let go may now be able

to continue pursuing their critical mission. It’s
an investment that will create a new $2,500 an-
nual tax credit to put the dream of a college de-
gree within reach for middle class families and
make college affordable for 7 million students,
helping more of our sons and daughters aim
higher, reach further, fulfill their God-given po-
tential.

Because we know that spiraling health care
costs are crushing families and businesses alike,
we’re taking the most meaningful steps in years
towards modernizing our health care system.
It’s an investment that will take the long over-
due step of computerizing America’s medical
records to reduce the duplication and waste
that costs billions of health care dollars, and
medical errors that cost thousands of lives each
year.

Further, thanks to the actions we’ve taken, 7
million Americans who lost their health care
along the way will continue to get the coverage
they need, and roughly 20 million more Ameri-
cans can breathe a little easier knowing that
their health care won’t be cut due to a State
budget shortfall. And a historic commitment to
wellness initiatives will keep millions of Ameri-
cans from setting foot in the doctor’s office in
the first place, because these are preventable
diseases, and we’re going to invest in preven-
tion.

So taken together with the enactment earlier
this month of a long-delayed law to extend
health care to millions more children of work-
ing families, we have done more in 30 days to
advance the cause of health care reform than
this country has done in an entire decade. And
that’s something we should be proud of.

Because we know we can’t power America’s
future on energy that’s controlled by foreign
dictators, we are taking big steps down the road
to energy independence, laying the groundwork
for new green energy economies that can create
countless well-paying jobs. It’s an investment
that will double the amount of renewable ener-
gy produced over the next 3 years. Think about
that: double the amount of renewable energy in
3 years; provide tax credits and loan guarantees
to companies like Namaste, a company that will
be expanding, instead of laying people off, as a
result of the plan that I’m about to sign.
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And in the process, we will transform the
way we use energy. Today, the electricity we
use is carried along a grid of lines and wires
that date back to Thomas Edison, a grid that
can’t support the demands of this economy.
This means we’re using 19th and 20th century
technologies to battle 21st century problems
like climate change and energy security. It also
means that places like North Dakota
can—that can produce a lot of wind energy
can’t deliver it to communities that want it,
leading to a gap between how much clean en-
ergy we are using and how much we could be
using.

The investment we’re making today will
create a newer, smarter electric grid that will
allow for broader use of alternative energy.
We will build on the work that’s being done in
places like Boulder, a community that’s on
its—that’s on pace to be the world’s first smart
grid city. This investment will place smart me-
ters in homes to make our energy bills lower,
make outages less likely, and make it easier to
use clean energy. It’s an investment that will
save taxpayers over $1 billion by slashing ener-
gy costs in our Federal buildings by 25 per-
cent; save working families hundreds of dollars
a year on their energy bills by weatherizing
over 1 million homes. And it’s an investment
that takes the important first step towards a
national transmission superhighway that will
connect our cities to the windy plains of the
Dakotas and the sunny deserts of the South-
west.

Even beyond energy, from the National In-
stitutes of Health to the National Science
Foundation, this recovery act represents the
biggest increase in basic research funding in
the long history of America’s noble endeavor
to better understand our world. And just as
President Kennedy sparked an explosion of in-
novation when he set America’s sights on the
Moon, I hope this investment will ignite our
imagination once more, spurring new discov-
eries and breakthroughs in science, in medi-
cine, in energy, to make our economy stronger
and our Nation more secure and our planet
safer for our children.

Now, while this package is composed mostly
of critical investments, it also includes aid to

State and local governments to prevent layoffs
of firefighters or police recruits in—[ap-
plause]—recruits like the ones in Columbus,
Ohio, who were told that instead of being
sworn in as officers, they were about to be let
go. It includes help for those hardest hit by our
economic crisis like the nearly 18 million
Americans who will get larger unemployment
checks in the mail. About a third of this pack-
age comes in the forms of tax cuts—by the
way, the most progressive in our history, not
only spurring job creation, but putting money
in the pockets of 95 percent of hardworking
families in America. So unlike the tax cuts that
we’ve seen in recent years, the vast majority of
these tax benefits will go not to the wealthiest
Americans, but to the middle class, with those
workers who make the least benefiting the
most.

And it’s a plan that rewards responsibility,
lifting 2 million Americans from poverty by
ensuring that anyone who works hard does not
have to raise a child below the poverty line. So
as a whole, this plan will help poor and work-
ing Americans pull themselves into the middle
class in a way we haven’t seen in nearly 50
years.

What I’m signing, then, is a balanced plan
with a mix of tax cuts and investments. It’s a
plan that’s been put together without ear-
marks or the usual pork barrel spending. It’s a
plan that will be implemented with an unprec-
edented level of transparency and accountabil-
ity.

With a recovery package of this size comes a
responsibility to assure every taxpayer that we
are being careful with the money they work so
hard to earn. And that’s why I’m assigning a
team of managers to ensure that the precious
dollars we’ve invested are being spent wisely
and well. We will—[applause]. Governor Rit-
ter, Mayor Hickenlooper, we’re going to hold
Governors and local officials who receive the
money to the same high standard. And we ex-
pect you, the American people, to hold us ac-
countable for the results. And that’s why we’ve
created recovery.gov, a web site so that every
American can go online and see how this mon-
ey is being spent and what kind of jobs is being
created, where those jobs are being created.
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We want transparency and accountability
throughout this process.

Now, as important as the step we take today
is, this legislation represents only the first part
of the broad strategy we need to address our
economic crisis. In the coming days and weeks,
I’ll be launching other aspects of the plan. We
will need to stabilize, repair, and reform our
banking system, and get credit flowing again to
families and businesses. We will need to end
the culture where we ignore problems until
they become full-blown crises instead of recog-
nizing that the only way to build a thriving
economy is to set and enforce firm rules of the
road.

We must stem the spread of foreclosures and
falling home values for all Americans and do ev-
erything we can to help responsible homeown-
ers stay in their homes, something I’ll talk more
about tomorrow. And we will need to do every-
thing in the short term to get our economy
moving again, while at the same time recogniz-
ing that we have inherited a trillion-dollar defi-
cit, and we need to begin restoring fiscal disci-
pline and taming our exploding deficits over the
long term.

None of this will be easy. The road to recov-
ery will not be straight. We will make progress
and there may be some slippage along the way.
It will demand courage and discipline. It will
demand a new sense of responsibility that’s
been missing from Wall Street all the way to
Washington. There will be hazards and revers-

es. But I have every confidence that if we are
willing to continue doing the critical work that
must be done—by each of us, by all of us—then
we will leave this struggling economy behind us,
and come out on the other side, more prosper-
ous as a people.

For our American story is not—and never
has been—about things coming easy. It’s about
rising to the moment when the moment is hard,
and converting crisis into opportunity, and see-
ing to it that we emerge from whatever trials we
face stronger than we were before. It’s about
rejecting the notion that our fate is somehow
written for us, and instead laying claim to a des-
tiny of our own making. That’s what earlier gen-
erations of Americans have done, that’s what we
owe our children, that’s what we are doing to-
day.

Thank you, Colorado. Let’s get to work.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. at the
Denver Museum of Nature and Science. In his
remarks, he referred to Sens. Michael F. Ben-
net and Mark Udall; Reps. Betsy Markey and
Jared Polis; former Secretary of Energy Federi-
co Pena; and Blake Jones, president, Namaste
Solar Electric, Inc., who introduced the Presi-
dent. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Vice President Joe Biden. H.R. 1, approved
February 17, was assigned Public Law No. 111–
5.

Statement on Signing the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
February 17, 2009

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1, the
“American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009.” The Act provides a direct fiscal boost to
help lift our Nation from the greatest economic
crisis in our lifetimes and lay the foundation for
further growth. This recovery plan will help to
save or create as many as three to four million
jobs by the end of 2010, the vast majority of
them in the private sector. It will make the most
significant investment in America’s roads,
bridges, mass transit, and other infrastructure
since the construction of the Interstate High-
way System. It will make investments to foster

reform in education, double renewable energy
while fostering efficiency in the use of our ener-
gy, and improve quality while bringing down
costs in healthcare. Middle class families will
get tax cuts and the most vulnerable will get the
largest increase in assistance in decades.

The situation we face could not be more seri-
ous. We have inherited an economic crisis as
deep and as dire as any since the Great Depres-
sion. Economists from across the spectrum
have warned that failure to act quickly would
lead to the disappearance of millions of more
jobs and national unemployment rates that
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could be in the double digits. I want to thank
the Congress for coming together around this
hard-fought compromise. No one policy or
program will solve the challenges we face right
now, nor will this crisis recede in a short peri-
od of time. However, with this Act we begin
the process of restoring the economy and mak-
ing America a stronger and more prosperous
nation.

My Administration will initiate new, far-
reaching measures to help ensure that every
dollar spent in this historic legislation is spent
wisely and for its intended purpose. The Fed-
eral Government will be held to new standards
of transparency and accountability. The legis-
lation includes no earmarks. An oversight
board will be charged with monitoring our
progress as part of an unprecedented effort to
root out waste and inefficiency. This board will
be advised by experts—not just Government
experts, not just politicians, but also citizens

with years of expertise in management, eco-
nomics, and accounting.

So much depends on what we do at this mo-
ment. This is not about the future of my Ad-
ministration. This effort is about the future of
our families and communities, our economy
and our country. We are going to move for-
ward carefully and transparently and as effec-
tively as possible because so much is on the
line. That is what we have already begun to
do—drafting this plan with a level of openness
for which the American people have asked and
that this situation demands.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 17, 2009.

NOTE: H.R. 1, approved February 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–5.

Statement on United States Troop Levels in Afghanistan
February 17, 2009

There is no more solemn duty as President
than the decision to deploy our Armed Forces
into harm’s way. I do it today mindful that the
situation in Afghanistan and Pakistan demands
urgent attention and swift action. The Taliban
is resurgent in Afghanistan, and Al Qaida sup-
ports the insurgency and threatens America
from its safe haven along the Pakistani border.

To meet urgent security needs, I approved a
request from Secretary Gates to deploy a Ma-
rine expeditionary brigade later this spring and
an Army Stryker brigade and the enabling
forces necessary to support them later this
summer. This increase has been requested by
General McKiernan and supported by Secre-
tary Gates, the Joint Chiefs and the Com-
mander of Central Command. General McKi-
ernan’s request for these troops is months old,
and the fact that we are going to responsibly
draw down our forces in Iraq allows us the

flexibility to increase our presence in Afghani-
stan.

This reinforcement will contribute to the
security of the Afghan people and to stability
in Afghanistan. I recognize the extraordinary
strain that this deployment places on our
troops and military families. I honor their ser-
vice and will give them the support they need. 

This increase is necessary to stabilize a dete-
riorating situation in Afghanistan, which has
not received the strategic attention, direction,
and resources it urgently requires. That is why
I ordered a review of our policy upon taking
office, so we have a comprehensive strategy
and the necessary resources to meet clear and
achievable objectives in Afghanistan and the
region.

This troop increase does not predetermine
the outcome of that strategic review. Instead,
it will further enable our team to put together
a comprehensive strategy that will employ all
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elements of our national power to fulfill achiev-
able goals in Afghanistan. As we develop our
new strategic goals, we will do so in concert
with our friends and allies as together we seek
the resources necessary to succeed.

NOTE: The statement referred to Gen. David
D. McKiernan, USA, commander, NATO In-
ternational Security Assistance Force, Afghani-
stan; and Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, com-
mander, U.S. Central Command.

Interview With Peter Mansbridge of Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
February 17, 2009

Trade

Mr. Mansbridge. Mr. President, thank you
for doing this. Canadians are very excited about
your trip.

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Mansbridge. When they watch you today

sign your recovery bill into law, how concerned
should they be that the “Buy America” clause is
still there, even though you’ve given assurances
international trade agreements will be respect-
ed. How concerned should they be?

The President. I don’t think they should be
too concerned. You know, I think that if you
look at history, one of the most important things
during a worldwide recession of the sort that
we’re seeing now is that each country does not
resort to “beggar thy neighbor” policies, protec-
tionist policies. They can end up further con-
tracting world trade. And my administration is
committed to making sure that even as we take
steps to strengthen the U.S. economy that we
are doing so in a way that actually over time will
enhance the ability of trading partners, like
Canada, to work within our boundaries.

And my expectation is, is that where you have
strong U.S. competitors who can sell products
and services, that a lot of Governors and mayors
are going to want to try to find U.S. equipment
or services, but that we are going to abide by
our World Trade Organization and NAFTA ob-
ligations just as we always have.

North America Free Trade Agreement

Mr. Mansbridge. You mentioned NAFTA. A
year ago you were pretty critical of NAFTA. In
fact, you even suggested at one point that the
U.S. opt out if it couldn’t renegotiate. Do you
think that’s the time now to be making that
case, or is it something that’s set aside now?

The President. As I said, I think there are a
lot of sensitivities right now because of the huge
decline in world trade. As I’ve said before,
NAFTA, the basic framework of the agreement
has environmental and labor protections as side
agreements. My argument has always been that
we might as well incorporate them into the full
agreement so that they’re fully enforceable.

But what I’ve also said is that Canada is one
of our most important trading partners. We rely
on them heavily. There’s $1.5 billion worth of
trade going back and forth every day between
the two countries, and that it is not in anybody’s
interests to see that trade diminish.

Mr. Mansbridge. Especially now.
The President. Absolutely.

Energy

Mr. Mansbridge. Part of that trade involves
the energy sector; a lot of oil and gas comes to
the United States from Canada and even more
in the future with oil sands development. Now,
there are some in your country—and Canada as
well—who feel the oil sands is dirty oil because
of the extraction process. What do you think? Is
it dirty oil?

The President. Well, it—what we know is that
oil sands create a big—creates a big carbon
footprint. And so the dilemma that Canada fac-
es, the United States faces, and China and the
entire world faces is how do we obtain the ener-
gy that we need to grow our economies in a way
that is not rapidly accelerating climate change.
And that’s one of the reasons why the stimulus
bill that I’ll be signing today contains billions of
dollars towards clean energy development.

I think to the extent that Canada and the
United States can collaborate on ways that we
can sequester carbon, capture greenhouse gases
before they’re emitted into the atmosphere,
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that’s going to be good for everybody. Because
if we don’t, then we’re going to have a ceiling
at some point in terms of our ability to expand
our economies and maintain the standard of
living that’s so important, particularly when
you’ve got countries like China and India that
are obviously interested in catching up.

Alternative Fuel Sources

Mr. Mansbridge. So are you drawing a link,
then, in terms of the future of tar sands oil
coming into the U.S. contingent on a sense of
a continental environment policy on cap and
trade?

The President. Well, I think what I’m sug-
gesting is, is that no country in isolation is go-
ing to be able to solve this problem. So Cana-
da, the United States, China, India, the Euro-
pean Union, all of us are going to have to work
together in an effective way to figure out how
do we balance the imperatives of economic
growth with very real concerns about the ef-
fect we’re having on our planet. And ultimate-
ly, I think this can be solved by technology.

I think that it is possible for us to create a
set of clean energy mechanisms that allow us
to use things not just like oil sands, but also
coal. The United States is the Saudi Arabia of
coal, but we have our own homegrown prob-
lems in terms of dealing with a cheap energy
source that creates a big carbon footprint.

And so we’re not going to be able to deal
with any of these issues in isolation. The more
that we can develop technologies that tap al-
ternative sources of energy but also contain
the environmental damage of fossil fuels, the
better off we’re going to be.

Environment

Mr. Mansbridge. I know you’re looking at it
as a global situation, in terms of global part-
ners, but there are some who do argue that
this is the time; if there was ever going to be a
continental energy policy and a continental
environmental policy, this would be it. Would
you agree with that thinking?

The President. Well, you know, I think one
of the promising areas for—not just for bilat-
eral but also trilateral cooperation is around

this issue. I met with President Calderon here
in the United States, and Mexico actually has
taken some of the boldest steps around the is-
sues of alternative energy and carbon reduc-
tions of any country out there. And it’s very
rare for a country that’s still involved in devel-
oping and trying to raise its standard of living
to stay as focused on this issue as President
Calderon’s administration has.

What I think that offers is the possibility of a
template that we can create between Canada,
the United States, and Mexico that is moving
forcefully around these issues. But as I said,
it’s going to be important for us to make sure
that countries like China and India, with enor-
mous populations and huge energy needs, that
they are brought into this process as well.

Canada’s Role in Afghanistan/Military Opera-
tions in Afghanistan

Mr. Mansbridge. Afghanistan. As you know,
Canada has been there from the beginning,
since the fall of 2001 and has suffered extreme
casualties in its combat missions there. And
the Canadian Parliament has decided, out of
combat by the year 2011. When you go to Ot-
tawa, will you have any suggestions to Canada
that it should reconsider what its role in Af-
ghanistan is?

The President. Well, first of all, I think the
Canadian contribution has been extraordinary,
and for all the families who have borne the
burden in Canada, I think we all have a heart-
felt thanks.

I’m in the process of a strategic review of
our approach in Afghanistan. Very soon we
will be releasing some initial plans in terms of
how we are going to approach the military side
of the equation in Afghanistan. But I am abso-
lutely convinced that you cannot solve the
problem of Afghanistan, the Taliban, the
spread of extremism in that region solely
through military means. We’re going to have
to use diplomacy; we’re going to have to use
development. And my hope is that in conver-
sations that I have with Prime Minister Harp-
er, that he and I end up seeing the importance
of a comprehensive strategy and one that ulti-
mately the people of Canada can support, as
well as the people of the United States can
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support, because obviously, here as well, there
are a lot of concerns about a conflict that has
lasted quite a long time now and actually ap-
pears to be deteriorating at this point.

Mr. Mansbridge. But are you saying that you
will or you won’t ask Canada to remain in a
combat role?

The President. Well, I think, you know, we’ve
got until 2011, according to the Canadian Leg-
islature, and I think it’s important for the Cana-
dian Legislature and the people of Canada to
get a sense that what they’re doing is produc-
tive. So what I will be communicating is the ap-
proach that we intend to take. Obviously, I’m
going to be continuing to ask other countries to
help think through how do we approach this
very difficult problem. But I don’t have a specif-
ic “ask” in my pocket that I intend to bring out
in our meetings.

Mr. Mansbridge. Is Afghanistan still winna-
ble?

The President. Well, I think Afghanistan is
still winnable in the sense of our ability to en-
sure that it is not a launching pad for attacks
against North America. I think it’s still possible
for us to stamp out Al Qaida to make sure that
extremism is not expanding but rather is con-
tracting. I think all those goals are still possible,
but I think that as a consequence of the war on
Iraq, we took our eye off the ball. We have not
been as focused as we need to be on all the var-
ious steps that are needed in order to deal with
Afghanistan.

If you’ve got narcotrafficking that is funding
the Taliban, if there is a perception that there’s
no rule of law in Afghanistan, if we don’t solve
the issue of the border between Afghanistan
and Pakistan, then we’re probably not going to
solve the problem.

Canada

Mr. Mansbridge. I’m down to my last min-
ute, a couple of quickies on Canada, your sense
of the country. I mean, I think, as you may

know, you carry Canada on your belt. [Laugh-
ter] That BlackBerry is a Canadian invention.

The President. Absolutely.
Mr. Mansbridge. You’ve been to Canada

once. What’s your sense of the country?
The President. Well, yes, I’ve been to Canada

a couple of times. Most recently, it was to visit
my brother-in-law’s family who was from Burl-
ington right outside of Toronto. Look, I think
that Canada is one of the most impressive coun-
tries in the world, the way it has managed a di-
verse population, a vibrant economy. You know,
the natural beauty of Canada is extraordinary.
Obviously, there is enormous kinship between
the United States and Canada, and the ties that
bind our two countries together are things that
are very important to us.

And, you know, one of the things that I think
has been striking about Canada is that in the
midst of this enormous economic crisis, I think
Canada has shown itself to be a pretty good
manager of the financial system in the economy
in ways that we haven’t always been here in the
United States. And I think that’s important for
us to take note of, that it’s possible for us to
have a vibrant banking sector, for example,
without taking some of the wild risks that have
resulted in so much trouble on Wall Street.

Mr. Mansbridge. Appreciate this very much.
You still haven’t seen your first hockey game.

The President. I’m looking forward to making
it happen at some point.

Mr. Mansbridge. Mr. President, thank you
very much.

The President. Thank you so much. Appreci-
ate it.

NOTE: The interview began taping at 9:23 a.m.
in the Map Room at the White House for later
broadcast. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on February
17 but was embargoed for release until 9 p.m.
In his remarks, the President referred to Presi-
dent Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of
Mexico; Prime Minister Stephen Harper of
Canada; and his brother-in-law Konrad Ng.
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Remarks at Dodson High School in Mesa, Arizona
February 18, 2009

Thank you very much. Please, everybody
have a seat. Thank you. Well, it is good to be
back in Arizona. Thank you. Are you excited?
Thank you, thank you. And thank you for ar-
ranging for such a beautiful day. I want to stick
around, but I got to go back to work. But it is
wonderful to be here. And to all of you, I know
that attending these kinds of events, often-
times you have to wait in line, and there’s all
kinds of stuff going on, but I appreciate you
being here very much. And to all the officials
here at the school, the principal and the stu-
dent body, everybody who helped make this
possible, thank you so much to all of you.

I’m here today to talk about a crisis unlike
we’ve ever known, but one that you know very
well here in Mesa and throughout the valley.
In Phoenix and its surrounding suburbs, the
American Dream is being tested by a home
mortgage crisis that not only threatens the sta-
bility of our economy, but also the stability of
families and neighborhoods. It’s a crisis that
strikes at the heart of the middle class: the
homes in which we invest our savings and
build our lives, raise our families and plant
roots in our communities.

So many Americans have shared with me
their personal experiences of this crisis. Many
have written letters or emails or shared their
stories with me at rallies and along rope lines.
Their hardship and heartbreak are a reminder
that while this crisis is vast, it begins just one
house and one family at a time. 

It begins with a young family—maybe in
Mesa or Glendale or Tempe—or just as likely
in a suburban area of Las Vegas or Cleveland
or Miami. They save up, they search, they
choose a home that feels like the perfect place
to start a life. They secure a fixed-rate mort-
gage at a reasonable rate, and they make a
downpayment, and they make their mortgage
payments each month. They are as responsible
as anyone could ask them to be.

But then they learn that acting responsibly
often isn’t enough to escape this crisis. Per-
haps somebody loses a job in the latest round
of layoffs, one of more than 3.5 million jobs

lost since this recession began. Or maybe a
child gets sick, or a spouse has his or her hours
cut.

In the past, if you found yourself in a situa-
tion like this, you could have sold your home
and bought a smaller one with more affordable
payments, or you could have refinanced your
home at a lower rate. But today, home values
have fallen so sharply that even if you make a
large downpayment, the current value of your
mortgage may still be higher than the current
value of your house. So no bank will return
your calls, and no sale will return your invest-
ment. 

You can’t afford to leave; you can’t afford to
stay. So you start cutting back on luxuries.
Then you start cutting back on necessities. You
spend down your savings to keep up with your
payments. Then you open the retirement
fund. Then you use the credit cards. And when
you’ve gone through everything you have and
done everything you can, you have no choice
but to default on your loan. And so your home
joins the nearly 6 million others in foreclosure
or at risk of foreclosure across the country, in-
cluding roughly 150,000 right here in Arizona.

But the foreclosures which are uprooting
families and upending lives across America are
only part of the housing crisis. For while there
are millions of families who face foreclosure,
there are millions more who are in no danger
of losing their homes, but who have still seen
their dreams endangered. They’re the families
who see the “For Sale” signs lining the streets,
who see neighbors leave, and homes standing
vacant, and lawns slowly turning brown. They
see their own homes, their single largest asset,
plummeting in value. One study in Chicago
found that a foreclosed home reduces the
price of nearby homes by as much as 9 per-
cent. Home prices in cities across the country
have fallen by more than 25 percent since
2006. And in Phoenix, they’ve fallen by 43 per-
cent.

And even if your neighborhood hasn’t been
hit by foreclosures, you’re likely feeling the ef-
fects of this crisis in other ways. Companies in
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your community that depend on the housing
market—construction companies and home
furnishing stores and painters and landscap-
ers—they’re all cutting back and laying people
off. The number of residential construction jobs
has fallen by more than a quarter million since
mid-2006. As businesses lose revenue and peo-
ple lose income, the tax base shrinks, which
means less money for schools and police and
fire departments. And on top of this, the costs
to local government associated with a single
foreclosure can be as high as $20,000.

So the effects of this crisis have also rever-
berated across the financial markets. When the
housing markets collapsed, so did the availabili-
ty of credit on which our economy depends.
And as that credit has dried up, it’s been harder
for families to find affordable loans to purchase
a car or pay tuition, and harder for businesses to
secure the capital they need to expand and cre-
ate jobs.

In the end, all of us are paying a price for this
home mortgage crisis. And all of us will pay an
even steeper price if we allow this crisis to con-
tinue to deepen, a crisis which is unraveling
home ownership, the middle class, and the
American Dream itself. But if we act boldly and
swiftly to arrest this downward spiral, then ev-
ery American will benefit. And that’s what I
want to talk about today.

The plan I’m announcing focuses on rescuing
families who have played by the rules and acted
responsibly, by refinancing loans for millions of
families in traditional mortgages who are under-
water or close to it, by modifying loans for fami-
lies stuck in subprime mortgages they can’t af-
ford as a result of skyrocketing interest rates or
personal misfortune, and by taking broader
steps to keep mortgage rates low so that fami-
lies can secure loans with affordable monthly
payments.

At the same time, this plan must be viewed in
a larger context. A lost home often begins with a
lost job. Many businesses have laid off workers
for a lack of revenue and available capital.
Credit has become scarce as markets have been
overwhelmed by the collapse of securities
backed by failing mortgages. In the end, the
home mortgage crisis, the financial crisis, and
this broader economic crisis are all intercon-

nected, and we can’t successfully address any
one of them without addressing them all.

So yesterday in Denver, I signed into law the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,
which will create or save—[applause]. The act
will create or save 3½  million jobs over the next
2 years, including 70,000 right here in Arizona,
right here doing the work America needs done.
And we’re also going to work to stabilize, repair,
and reform our financial system to get credit
flowing again to families and businesses.

And we will pursue the housing plan I’m out-
lining today. And through this plan, we will help
between 7 and 9 million families restructure or
refinance their mortgages so they can af-
ford—avoid foreclosure. And we’re not just
helping homeowners at risk of falling over the
edge, we’re preventing their neighbors from be-
ing pulled over that edge too, as defaults and
foreclosures contribute to sinking home values,
and failing local businesses, and lost jobs.

But I want to be very clear about what this
plan will not do: it will not rescue the unscrupu-
lous or irresponsible by throwing good taxpayer
money after bad loans; it will not help specula-
tors who took risky bets on a rising market and
bought homes not to live in but to sell; it will
not help dishonest lenders who acted irrespon-
sibly, distorting the facts and dismissing the fine
print at the expense of buyers who didn’t know
better; and it will not reward folks who bought
homes they knew from the beginning they
would never be able to afford. So I just want to
make this clear: This plan will not save every
home.

But it will give millions of families resigned
to financial ruin a chance to rebuild. It will pre-
vent the worst consequences of this crisis from
wreaking even greater havoc on the economy.
And by bringing down the foreclosure rate, it
will help to shore up housing prices for every-
body. According to estimates by the Treasury
Department, this plan could stop the slide in
home prices due to neighboring foreclosures by
up to $6,000 per home.

So here’s how my plan works: First, we will
make it possible for an estimated 4 to 5 million
currently ineligible homeowners who receive
their mortgages through Fannie Mae or
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Freddie Mac to refinance their mortgages at a
lower rate.

Today, as a result of declining home values,
millions of families are what’s called “under-
water,” which simply means that they owe
more on their mortgages than their homes are
currently worth. These families are unable to
sell their homes, but they’re also unable to re-
finance them. So in the event of a job loss or
another emergency, their options are limited.

Also right now, Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac, the institutions that guarantee home
loans for millions of middle class families, are
generally not permitted to guarantee refinanc-
ing for mortgages valued at more than 80 per-
cent of the home’s worth. So families who are
underwater or close to being underwater can’t
turn to these lending institutions for help.

My plan changes that by removing this re-
striction on Fannie and Freddie so that they
can refinance mortgages they already own or
guarantee. 

And what this will do is it will allow millions
of families stuck with loans at a higher rate to
refinance. And the estimated cost to taxpayers
would be roughly zero. While Fannie and
Freddie would receive less money in pay-
ments, this would be balanced out by a reduc-
tion in defaults and foreclosures.

I also want to point out that millions of oth-
er households could benefit from historically
low interest rates if they refinance, though
many don’t know that this opportunity is avail-
able to them—meaning some of you—an op-
portunity that could save your families hun-
dreds of dollars each month. And the efforts
we are taking to stabilize mortgage markets
will help you borrowers secure more afford-
able terms too.

A second thing we’re going to do under this
plan is we will create new incentives so that
lenders work with borrowers to modify the
terms of subprime loans at risk of default and
foreclosure.

Subprime loans, loans with high rates and
complex terms that often conceal their costs,
make up only 12 percent of all mortgages but
account for roughly half of all foreclosures.
Right now, when families with these mortgag-
es seek to modify a loan to avoid this fate, they

often find themselves navigating a maze of
rules and regulations, but they’re rarely find-
ing answers. Some subprime lenders are will-
ing to renegotiate, but many aren’t. And your
ability to restructure your loan depends on
where you live, the company that owns or
manages your loan, or even the agent who
happens to answer the phone on the day that
you call.

So here’s what my plan does: establishes
clear guidelines for the entire mortgage indus-
try that will encourage lenders to modify mort-
gages on primary residences. Any institution
that wishes to receive financial assistance from
the Government, from taxpayers, and to modi-
fy home mortgages, will have to do so accord-
ing to these guidelines, which will be in place 2
weeks from today.

Here’s what this means: If lenders and
homebuyers work together, and the lender
agrees to offer rates that the borrower can af-
ford, then we’ll make up part of the gap be-
tween what the old payments were and what
the new payments will be. Under this plan,
lenders who participate will be required to re-
duce those payments to no more than 31 per-
cent of a borrower’s income. And this will en-
able as many as 3 to 4 million homeowners to
modify the terms of their mortgages to avoid
foreclosure.

So this part of the plan will require both
buyers and lenders to step up and do their
part, to take on some responsibility. Lenders
will need to lower interest rates and share in
the costs of reducing monthly payments in or-
der to prevent another wave of foreclosures.
Borrowers will be required to make payments
on time in return for this opportunity to re-
duce those payments.

And I also want to be clear that there will be
a cost associated with this plan. But by making
these investments in foreclosure prevention
today, we will save ourselves the costs of fore-
closure tomorrow, costs that are borne not just
by families with troubled loans, but by their
neighbors and communities and by our econo-
my as a whole. Given the magnitude of these
crises, it is a price well worth paying.

There’s a third part of the plan: We will take
major steps to keep mortgage rates low for
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millions of middle class families looking to se-
cure new mortgages.

Today, most new home loans are backed by
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, which guarantee
loans and set standards to keep mortgage rates
low and to keep mortgage financing available
and predictable for middle class families. Now,
this function is profoundly important, especially
now as we grapple with a crisis that would only
worsen if we were to allow further disruptions
in our mortgage markets.

Therefore, using the funds already approved
by Congress for this purpose, the Treasury De-
partment and the Federal Reserve will continue
to purchase Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
mortgage-backed securities so that there is sta-
bility and liquidity in the marketplace. Through
its existing authority, Treasury will provide up
to $200 billion in capital to ensure that Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac can continue to stabilize
markets and hold mortgage rates down.

And we’re also going to work with Fannie
and Freddie on other strategies to bolster the
mortgage markets, like working with State
housing financing agencies to increase their li-
quidity. And as we seek to ensure that these in-
stitutions continue to perform what is a vital
function on behalf of middle class families, we
also need to maintain transparency and strong
oversight so that they do so in responsible and
effective ways.

Fourth, we will pursue a wide range of re-
forms designed to help families stay in their
homes and avoid foreclosures.

And my administration will continue to sup-
port reforming our bankruptcy rules so that we
allow judges to reduce home mortgages on pri-
mary residences to their fair market value, as
long as borrowers pay their debts under court-
ordered plans. I just want everybody to under-
stand, that’s the rule for investors who own two,
three, and four homes. So it should be the rule
for folks who just own one home as an alterna-
tive to foreclosure. 

In addition, as part of the recovery plan I
signed into law yesterday, we are going to award
$2 billion in competitive grants to communities
that are bringing together stakeholders and
testing new and innovative ways to limit the ef-
fects of foreclosures. Communities have shown

a lot of initiative, taking responsibility for this
crisis when many others have not. And support-
ing these neighborhood efforts is exactly what
we should be doing.

So taken together, the provisions of this plan
will help us end this crisis and preserve for mil-
lions of families their stake in the American
Dream. But we also have to acknowledge the
limits of this plan.

Our housing crisis was born of eroding home
values, but it was also an erosion of our com-
mon values, and in some case, common sense.
It was brought about by big banks that traded in
risky mortgages in return for profits that were
literally too good to be true, by lenders who
knowingly took advantage of homebuyers, by
homebuyers who knowingly borrowed too
much from lenders, by speculators who gam-
bled on ever-rising prices, and by leaders in our
Nation’s capital who failed to act amidst a deep-
ening crisis.

So solving this crisis will require more than
resources; it will require all of us to step back
and take responsibility. Government has to take
responsibility for setting rules of the road that
are fair and fairly enforced. Banks and lenders
must be held accountable for ending the prac-
tices that got us into this crisis in the first place.
And each of us as individuals have to take re-
sponsibility for their own actions. That means
all of us have to learn to live within our means
again and not assume that housing prices are
going to go up 20, 30, 40 percent every year.

Now, those core values of common sense and
responsibility, those are the values that have de-
fined this Nation. Those are the values that
have given substance to our faith in the Ameri-
can Dream. And those are the values we have to
restore now at this defining moment.

It will not be easy. But if we move forward
with purpose and resolve, with a deepened ap-
preciation of how fundamental the American
Dream is and how fragile it can be when we fail
to live up to our collective responsibilities, if we
go back to our roots, our core values, I am abso-
lutely confident we will overcome this crisis and
once again secure that dream not just for our-
selves, but for generations to come.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Matt Gehrman,
principal, Dobson High School. He also re-

ferred to H.R. 1, approved February 17, which
was assigned Public Law No. 111–5.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Stephen Harper of
Canada in Ottawa, Canada
February 19, 2009

President Obama. Hello, good afternoon.
Prime Minister Harper. Good afternoon, la-

dies and gentlemen.

[At this point, Prime Minister Harper spoke in
French. He then translated his remarks into
English, as follows.]

Once again, it is a great pleasure to wel-
come President Obama to Canada. We are
deeply honored that he has chosen Canada for
his first foreign visit since taking office. His
election to the Presidency launches a new
chapter in the rich history of Canada-U.S. re-
lations. It is a relationship between allies, part-
ners, neighbors, and the closest of friends, a
relationship built on our shared values: free-
dom, democracy, and equality of opportunity,
epitomized by the President himself.

Our discussions today focused on three
main priorities. First, President Obama and I
agree that Canada and the United States must
work closely to counter the global economic
recession by implementing mutually beneficial
stimulus measures and by supporting efforts to
strengthen the international financial system.

We concur on the need for immediate, con-
certed action to restore economic growth and
to protect workers and families hit hardest by
the recession through lowering taxes, ensuring
access to credit, and unleashing spending that
sustains and stimulates economic activity. 

Second, President Obama and I agreed to a
new initiative that will further cross-border co-
operation on environmental protection and
energy security. We are establishing a U.S.-
Canada clean energy dialog which commits se-
nior officials from both countries to collabo-
rate on the development of clean energy sci-
ence and technologies that will reduce green-
house gases and combat climate change.

Third, the President and I had a productive
discussion about our shared priorities for in-
ternational peace and security, in particular,
our commitment to stability and progress in
Afghanistan.

This has been a very constructive visit, re-
vealing to both of us a strong consensus on im-
portant bilateral and international issues. Pres-
ident Obama, I look forward to working with
you in the months ahead to make progress on
these issues and build on the long and deep
friendship between our two countries and our
two peoples. 

President Obama. Thank you so much.
Thank you. Well, it is a great pleasure to be
here in Ottawa. And Prime Minister Harper
and I just completed a productive and wide-
ranging discussion on the many issues of com-
mon concern to the people of the United
States and Canada. 

I came to Canada on my first trip as Presi-
dent to underscore the closeness and impor-
tance of the relationship between our two na-
tions and to reaffirm the commitment of the
United States to work with friends and part-
ners to meet the common challenges of our
time. As neighbors, we are so closely linked
that sometimes we may have a tendency to
take our relationship for granted, but the very
success of our friendship throughout history
demands that we renew and deepen our coop-
eration here in the 21st century. 

We’re joined together by the world’s largest
trading relationship and countless daily inter-
actions that keep our borders open and secure.
We share core democratic values and a com-
mitment to work on behalf of peace, prosperi-
ty, and human rights around the world. But we
also know that our economy and our security
are being tested in new ways, and the Prime
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Minister and I focused on several of those chal-
lenges today. 

As he already mentioned, first we shared a
commitment to economic recovery. The people
of North America are hurting, and that is why
our governments are acting. This week, I signed
the most sweeping economic recovery plan in
our Nation’s history. Today the Prime Minister
and I discussed our respective plans to create
jobs and lay a foundation for growth. The work
that’s being done by this government to stimu-
late the economy on this side of the border is
welcomed, and we expect that we can take ac-
tions in concert to strengthen the auto industry
as well.

We know that the financial crisis is global,
and so our response must be global. The United
States and Canada are working closely on a bi-
lateral basis and within the G–8 and G–20 to re-
store confidence in our financial markets. I dis-
cussed this with Prime Minister Harper, and we
look forward to carrying that collaboration to
London this spring.

Second, we are launching, as was mentioned,
a new initiative to make progress on one of the
most pressing challenges of our time, the devel-
opment and use of clean energy. How we pro-
duce and use energy is fundamental to our eco-
nomic recovery but also our security and our
planet, and we know that we can’t afford to
tackle these issues in isolation. And that’s why
we’re updating our collaboration on energy to
meet the needs of the 21st century.

The clean energy dialog that we’ve estab-
lished today will strengthen our joint research
and development. It will advance carbon reduc-
tion technologies, and it will support the devel-
opment of an electric grid that can help deliver
the clean and renewable energy of the future to
homes and businesses, both in Canada and the
United States. And through this example and
through continued international negotiations,
the United States and Canada are committed to
confronting the threat posed by climate change.

In addition to climate change, Prime Minis-
ter Harper and I discussed the need for strong
bilateral cooperation on a range of global chal-
lenges, one of the most pressing being Afghani-
stan. The people of Canada have an enormous
burden there that they have borne. As I men-

tioned in an interview prior to this visit, those of
us in the United States are extraordinarily
grateful for the sacrifices of the families here in
Canada of troops that have been deployed and
have carried on their missions with extraordi-
nary valor. You’ve put at risk your most precious
resource, your brave men and women in uni-
form, and so we are very grateful for that. 

There is an enduring military mission against
Al Qaida and the Taliban in Afghanistan and
along the border regions between Afghanistan
and Pakistan, but we also have to enhance our
diplomacy and our development efforts. And
we discussed this in our private meetings. My
administration is undertaking a review of our
policy so that we forge a comprehensive strate-
gy in pursuit of clear and achievable goals. And
as we move forward, we intend to consult very
closely with the Government here in Canada to
make certain that all our partners are working
in the same direction.

In April, we’ll have a broader dialog with our
NATO allies on how to strengthen the alliance
to meet the evolving security challenges around
the world.

And finally, we look forward to the Summit
of the Americas. My administration is fully
committed to active and sustained engagement
to advance the common security and prosperity
of our hemisphere. We will work closely with
Canada in advancing these goals and look for-
ward to a meaningful dialog in Trinidad.

As I’ve said, the United States is once again
ready to lead. But strong leadership depends on
strong alliances, and strong alliances depend on
constant renewal. Even the closest of neighbors
need to make that effort to listen to one anoth-
er, to keep open the lines of communication,
and to structure our cooperation at home and
around the world. 

That’s the work that we’ve begun here today.
I’m extraordinarily grateful to Prime Minister
Harper for his hospitality, his graciousness, and
his leadership. And I’m looking forward to this
being the start of a continued extraordinary re-
lationship between our two countries.

Military Operations in Afghanistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Prime
Minister. I have Afghanistan questions for you
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both. Mr. President, General McKiernan re-
quested 30,000 extra troops; your new order
calls for 17,000. How likely is it that you will
make up that difference after the review
you’ve mentioned? And more importantly,
how long can we expect all U.S. combat troops
to be in Afghanistan?

And, Mr. Prime Minister, based on your
discussions today, are you reconsidering the
2011 deadline for troop withdrawal, and are
you also thinking about increasing economic
aid to Afghanistan?

President Obama. Well, David [David Jack-
son, USA Today], the precise reason that we’re
doing a review is because I think that over the
last several years, we took our eye off the ball,
and there is a consensus of a deteriorat-
ing—that there is a deteriorating situation in
Afghanistan. I don’t want to prejudge that re-
view. I ordered the additional troops because I
felt it was necessary to stabilize the situation
there in advance of the elections that are com-
ing up. But we have 60 days of work to do.
They—that review, which will be wide rang-
ing, will then result in a report that’s presented
to me. And from—at that point, we will be
able to, I think, provide you with some clearer
direction in terms of how we intend to ap-
proach Afghanistan.

In terms of length, how long we might be
there, obviously, that’s going to be contingent
on the strategy we develop out of this review.
And I’m not prejudging that as well.

I should mention, just to preempt, or to an-
ticipate Prime Minister Harper’s—the ques-
tion directed at him, that I certainly did not
press the Prime Minister on any additional
commitments beyond the ones that have al-
ready been made. All I did was to compliment
Canada on not only the troops that are there,
the 108 that have fallen as a consequence of
engagement in Afghanistan, but also the fact
that Canada’s largest foreign aid recipient is
Afghanistan. There has been extraordinary ef-
fort there, and we just wanted to make sure
that we were saying thank you.

Prime Minister Harper. Just very quickly, as
you probably know, it was just last year that we
were able to get through Parliament a biparti-
san resolution extending our military engage-

ment in Afghanistan for an additional close to
4 years at that point. As we move forward, we
anticipate an even greater engagement on eco-
nomic development. That was part of the strat-
egy that we adopted. 

I would just say this—you know, obviously
we’re operating within a parliamentary resolu-
tion. I would just say this in terms of the Unit-
ed States looking at its own future engage-
ment: We are highly appreciative of the fact
the United States is going to be a partner with
us on the ground in Kandahar. The goal of our
military engagement, its principal goal right
now beyond day-to-day security, is the training
of the Afghan Army so the Afghans themselves
can become responsible for their day-to-day
security in that country.

I’m strongly of the view, having led—you
know, as a government leader, having been re-
sponsible now for a military mission in Kanda-
har Province, that we are not in the long term,
through our own efforts, going to establish
peace and security in Afghanistan; that that job
ultimately can be done only by the Afghans
themselves. So I would hope that all strategies
that come forward have the idea of an end
date, of a transition to Afghan responsibility
for security, and to greater Western partner-
ship for economic development.

Environment

[The reporter spoke in French, and the ques-
tion was translated by an interpreter.]

Q. Good day. In French for you, Mr. Harp-
er. With regard to the environment, going be-
yond green technology to—how far are your
two countries prepared to harmonize your
strategy to reduce greenhouse gases, and how
will you reconcile your approaches? They
seem different when it comes to the tar sands
for instance.

[The reporter then continued in English.]

For you, Mr. President, I can repeat in
English. On the part of the—of the
environment, beyond research, technology,
and science, how far are your two countries
willing to go to harmonize your strategies in
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terms of greenhouse gas reductions? And how
can you reconcile your two approaches when
they seem so different, especially considering
the fact that Canada refuses to have hard caps,
in part because of the oil sands?

Prime Minister Harper. Do you want me to
answer first?

President Obama. Please.

[Prime Minister Harper spoke in French. He
then translated his remarks into English, as fol-
lows.]

Prime Minister Harper. Briefly, first of all,
really premature to talk about anything like
that, anything like harmonization with the Unit-
ed States. The United States has not had a na-
tional dialog and debate on its own detailed ap-
proach. Obviously, that’s something the Presi-
dent’s administration will be doing.

What we have agreed to today is a dialog on
clean energy, and particularly on the develop-
ment of clean energy technology. Both of our
governments are making large investments in
things such as carbon capture and storage and
other new technologies designed to fight cli-
mate change. We share our document on this
clean energy dialog talks about things we can do
together to improve the electricity grid in North
America. There are all kinds of things we can do
together, independent of any American regula-
tory approach, on climate change.

We will be watching what the United States
does very—with a lot of interest for the obvious
reasons that, as we all know, Canada has had
great difficulty developing an effective regulato-
ry regime alone in the context of a integrated
continental economy. It’s very hard to have a
tough regulatory system here when we are com-
peted with—competing with an unregulated
economy south of the border. 

So we’ll be watching what the United States
does. We’ll be looking ourselves, for our own
sake, at opportunities for harmonization to
make our policies as effective as they can. And I
don’t think the differences are near as stark as
you would suggest. When I look at the Presi-
dent’s platform, the kind of targets his adminis-
tration has laid out for the reduction of green-
house gases are very similar to ours. You say we
have intensity; they have absolute. But the truth

is these are just two different ways of measuring
the same thing. You can convert one to the oth-
er, if that’s what you want to do. 

So I’m quite optimistic. I’ll be watching
what’s done in the United States with great in-
terest. But I’m quite optimistic that we now
have a partner on the North American conti-
nent that will provide leadership to the world
on the climate change issue, and I think that’s
an important development.

President Obama. Well, this is not just a U.S.
or a Canadian issue; this is a worldwide issue
that we’re going to have to confront. There are
good, sound economic reasons for us to address
this issue. You know, to the extent that, on both
sides of the border, we can make our economies
more energy efficient that saves consumers
money, that saves businesses money, it has the
added advantage of enhancing our energy secu-
rity. And we are very grateful for the relation-
ship that we have with Canada; Canada being
one of—being our largest energy supplier.

But I think increasingly we have to take into
account that the issue of climate change and
greenhouse gases is something that’s going to
have an impact on all of us. And as two relative-
ly wealthy countries, it’s important for us to
show leadership in this area. I think the clean
energy dialog is an extraordinary beginning be-
cause right now there are no silver bullets to
solve all of our energy problems. We’re going to
have to try a whole range of things, and that’s
why sharing technology, sharing ideas, sharing
research and development is so important. 

Here in Canada you have the issue of the oil
sands. In the United States, we have issues
around coal, for example, which is extraordi-
narily plentiful and runs a lot of our power
plants. And if we can figure out how to capture
the carbon, that would make an enormous dif-
ference in how we operate. Right now the tech-
nologies are at least not cost-effective.

So my expectation is, is that this clean energy
dialog will move us in the right direction. We’re
not going to solve these problems overnight, as
Prime Minister Harper indicated. We have to
complete our domestic debate and discussion
around these issues. My hope is, is that we can
show leadership so that by the time the interna-
tional conference takes place in Copenhagen
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that the United States has shown itself com-
mitted and ready to do its part.

I think the more that we can coordinate
in—with Canada, as well as Mexico, a country
that has already shown interest in leadership
on this issue—and when I spoke to President
Calderon, he indicated this is an area of inter-
est to him—the more that, within this hemi-
sphere, we can show leadership, I think the
more likely it is that we can draw in countries
like China and India, whose participation is
absolutely critical for us to be able to solve this
problem over the long term.

And, as Prime Minister Harper suggested,
there are going to be a number of different
ways to go after this problem. You know, we’ve
suggested a cap and trade system. There are
other countries who’ve discussed the possibili-
ties of a carbon tax. I think there’s no country
on Earth that is not concerned about balanc-
ing dealing with this issue on the environmen-
tal side and making sure that, in the midst of a
severe recession, that it’s not having too much
of an adverse impact on economic growth and
employment.

So we think that we can benefit by listening
and sharing ideas. And my hope is, is that we
emerge from this process firmly committed to
dealing with an issue that, ultimately, the
Prime Minister’s children and my children are
going to have to live with for many years.

North American Free Trade Agreement

Q. Thank you, to both of you. I’ve got a
question for both of you. Mr. President, on
Tuesday you said that now is not the time to
reopen NAFTA. But your aides said that you
would be trying to convince our friends in
Canada and in Mexico of the rightness of your
position. So, first, did you convince our friends
in Canada? And when is the right time to in-
corporate labor and environmental standards
into the main body of NAFTA?

Second, for Prime Minister Harper. Mr.
Prime Minister, is there a way for a “Buy
American” provision to be compliant with the
U.S. obligations under the World Trade Orga-
nization?

President Obama. Well, first of all, Jonathan
[Jonathan Weisman, Wall Street Journal], I’m

not sure that was my exact quote. I always get
a little nervous about responding to quotes
without me actually seeing it. I think what I
said was, is that now is a time where we’ve got
to be very careful about any signals of protec-
tionism, because, as the economy of the world
contracts, I think there’s going to be a strong
impulse on the part of constituencies in all
countries to see if we—they can engage in
“beggar thy neighbor” policies. And as, obvi-
ously, one of the largest economies in the
world, it’s important for us to make sure that
we are showing leadership in the belief that
trade ultimately is beneficial to all countries.

Having said that, what I also indicated was
that with a NAFTA agreement that has labor
provisions and environmental provisions as
side agreements, it strikes me if those side
agreements mean anything then they might as
well be incorporated into the main body of the
agreement so that they can be effectively en-
forced. And I think it is important, whether
we’re talking about our relationships with
Canada or our relationships with Mexico, that
all countries concerned are thinking about
how workers are being treated and all coun-
tries concerned are thinking about environ-
mental issues of the sort that Emmanuelle
[Emmanuelle Latraverse, Radio-Canada] just
raised earlier.

So you know, I raised this issue with Prime
Minister Harper. My hope is, is that as our ad-
visers and staffs and economic teams work this
through; that there’s a way of doing this that is
not disruptive to the extraordinarily important
trade relationships that exist between the
United States and Canada.

Now you didn’t ask me about the “Buy
American” provisions, but since it relates to
our recovery package, let me just reiter-
ate—and I said this very clearly before the bill
was passed and before I signed it—that I think
it was very important to make sure that any
provisions that were there were consonant
with our obligations under WTO and NAFTA. 

And I think that is what we achieved. I rec-
ognize the concerns of Canada, given how sig-
nificant trade with the United States is to the
Canadian economy. I provided Prime Minister
Harper an assurance that I want to grow trade
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and not contract it. And I don’t think that there
was anything in the recovery package that is ad-
verse to that goal.

Prime Minister Harper. I’ll answer both
questions as well. First of all, I just think it’s im-
portant to reiterate that since NAFTA came in-
to force, and more importantly since Canada
signed its free trade agreement with the United
States in 1988, trade agreements between our
two countries have been nothing but beneficial
for these two countries. There has been a mas-
sive explosion of trade. It was already the big-
gest trading relationship in the world; it’s so
much bigger now. And that trade supports, you
know, countless millions of jobs. 

And I don’t think we should also forget the
leadership that was established in that. You
know, this was about the end of the cold war,
and Canada and the U.S. signed the first mod-
ern generation trade agreement that really
started the proliferation of these types of agree-
ments, which really gave us the growth of the
global economy.

Now, you know, I know some aspects of
trade invariably cause political concerns, but
nobody should think for a minute that trade be-
tween Canada and the United States is anything
but a benefit between the two of us. And quite
frankly, the trade challenges we face are com-
mon trade challenges. The trade challenges we
face in North America are common trade chal-
lenges; they’re not problems between our coun-
tries. 

So I just think it’s always important to keep
this in mind. The President and I did have a
good discussion of his concerns. You know, our
position is that we’re perfectly willing to look at
ways we can address some of these concerns,
which I understand, without, you know, open-
ing the whole NAFTA and unraveling what is a
very complex agreement. But we had a good
discussion on that, and I think—I’m hopeful
we’ll be able to make some progress.

On the “Buy American” provisions—and let’s
also be very clear, as well, that in both WTO
and NAFTA there are industries and there are
ways in which—and there are levels of govern-
ment at which one can have domestic prefer-
ences and purchasing policies. These things are
allowed, in some cases, but they are certainly

not allowed without limit. We expect the Unit-
ed States to adhere to its international obliga-
tions. I have every expectation, based on what
the President has told me and what he’s said
publicly many times in the past that the United
States will do just that. 

But I can’t emphasize how important it is
that we do that. We have agreed in Canada and,
you know, all the major countries of the world
through the G–20, we agreed to pursue eco-
nomic stimulus measures—not just to stimulate
our own economies but to recognize that we
have a synchronized global recession that re-
quires policies that will not just benefit our-
selves but benefit our trading partners at the
same time. If we pursue stimulus packages, the
goal of which is only to benefit ourselves or to
benefit ourselves, worse, at the expense of oth-
ers, we will deepen the world recession, not
solve it. 

So I think it’s critical that the United States
has been a leader for a long time in the goals of
an open global economy. I think it’s critical that
that leadership continue. And I’m quite confi-
dent that the United States will respect those
obligations and continue to be a leader on the
need for globalized trade.

If I could just comment on our stimulus
package, one of the things we did in our stimu-
lus package was actually remove duties on some
imported goods. Now, part of the reason we did
that, it’s in our own economic interest, but also,
as well, it will help stimulate continental and
global trade. And this is important for our re-
covery. We know as a small economy we can’t
recover without recovery in the United States
and recovery around the world. But that’s true
for all of us these days.

Canada-U.S. Relations/Border Security/U.S.
Auto Industry/Economic Stabilization

Q. I have a question for both of you. Mr.
President, during your meetings today, did you
discuss the possibility of Canada stepping up its
stimulus plans? And secondly, for both of you,
what do you think the Canada-U.S. relationship
will look like in 4 years? What will the auto sec-
tor look like? Will the border be thicker or thin-
ner? And will you have a carbon market?
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President Obama. See, you stuffed about six
questions in there. [Laughter] Were you talk-
ing to Jonathan? Is that—[laughter]. 

Q. I have more.
President Obama. Yes, I’ll bet. Well, first of

all, I’ll answer your last question first. I expect
that, 4 years from now, the U.S.-Canadian re-
lationship will be even stronger than it is to-
day. I expect that you will see increased trade.
I think we will see continued integration of ef-
forts on the—on energy in various industries,
and I think that’s to be welcomed. 

I’m a little biased here because I’ve got a
brother-in-law who’s Canadian, and I have two
of my key staff people who hail from Canada.
And I love this country and think that we could
not have a better friend and ally. And so I’m
going to do everything that I can to make sure
that our relationship is strengthened.

You mentioned a couple of specific issues,
the idea of thickening of borders. One of the
things that I would like to see is—and
we—Prime Minister Harper and I discussed
this—how we can use some of our stimulus
and infrastructure spending that is already be-
ing planned around potentially easing some of
these bottlenecks in our border. Now, we’ve
got very real security concerns, as does Cana-
da. But I think that it is possible for us to bal-
ance our security concerns with an open bor-
der that continues to encourage this extraordi-
nary trade relationship in which we have $1.5
billion worth of trade going back and forth ev-
ery single day.

With respect to the auto industry, obviously,
we are concerned—we’re deeply concerned
about the current state of the North American
auto industry. It is an integrated industry.
When we provided our initial Federal help to
the auto industry, Prime Minister Harper
stepped up and provided assistance that was
commensurate with the stake that Canada has
in the auto industry. 

We have just received the report back from
GM and Chrysler in terms of how they intend
to move forward. My economic team is in the
process of evaluating it. One thing we know
for certain is that there’s going to have to be a
significant restructuring of that industry. And
as that restructuring takes place, one in which

all parties involved—shareholders, creditors,
workers, management, suppliers, dealers, as
all of those parties come together to figure out
what is a sustainable and vibrant auto—North
American auto industry, it’s going to be very
important for our Government to coordinate
closely with the Canadian Government in
whatever approach that we decide to take.
And we are committed to doing that.

And finally, with respect to stimulus, I think
that, as Prime Minister Harper mentioned,
Canada has put in place its own stimulus pack-
age. We obviously are very proud of the recov-
ery act that I recently signed, not only because
it provides a short-term boost to the economy
and provides relief to families that really need
help, but I think it also will lay the groundwork
for long-term growth and prosperity.

We were talking earlier about the issue of
the electric grid. The potential that exists for
creating ways of delivering energy from wind
and solar across vast plains to get to urban ar-
eas and populated areas is enormously promis-
ing. That’s why we are investing billions of dol-
lars to help jump-start that process.

And so we think we’ve taken the right ap-
proach to not only get the economy moving
again and to fill domestic demand as well as
global demand, but also I think Prime Minis-
ter Harper is taking the same approach. And
to the extent that as we go to the G–20 sum-
mit, that we are saying the most significant
economies in the world all taking these steps
in concert, then more—the more likely we are
that we’re going to be able to slow the reces-
sionary trends, reverse them, and start grow-
ing the economy again, which ultimately is the
bottom line for both the Prime Minister and
myself—making sure that Americans, Canadi-
ans have good jobs that pay good wages, allow
them to support a family and send their kids to
college, and let their children aspire to new
heights.

So I think we’re going to continue to coordi-
nate as closely as possible to make sure that we
are helping families on both sides of the bor-
der.

Prime Minister Harper. You did ask several
questions. I’ll try and touch on a few of them.
On stimulus, first of all, it’s important to
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understand that Canada’s economic stimulus
package is very large. It’s certainly larger than
the kind of numbers the IMF was talking about
in the fall with the provincial action that we will
bring in to our stimulus spending—will be close
to 2 percent of GDP for this year, a percent and
a half for next year. This is not as large as the
stimulus package in the United States. But the
issues in the United States are different, and in
fairness, they are bigger than in Canada.

Let me just give you a concrete example of
the difference; I could talk about housing, or
the banking sector. But the American stimulus
package contains a significant money—a signifi-
cant pot of money being transferred to lower
levels of government to deal with health care.
Well, in Canada, as you know, we already have
permanent health care transfer arrangements
with our Provinces before this economic crisis,
so not all of these things are directly transfer-
able to the Canadian experience. But by any
measure, ours is a very large stimulus program.

As the President mentioned, we talked about
today how we can use our investments in infra-
structure to focus specifically on border infra-
structure that we share. We know well at De-
troit/Windsor and elsewhere in Canada that the
growth of our trade is straining our border in-
frastructure that’s independent even of security
demands. So there may be things we can do
there jointly in the name of economic stimulus
that are beneficial for the long term. 

The statement lays out today a whole bunch
of initiatives we’re undertaking, and I think
President Obama mentioned them. Beyond
border infrastructure, we have joint action go-
ing on on the auto sector. We were working
closely with the out-coming administration. We
will be continuing to work with President
Obama’s administration on what is an integrat-
ed industry needs an integrated solution. 

We are engaged in Afghanistan. We talked
about that at length. We are launching a clean
energy dialog on one of the most important
challenges of the next decade, and that is cli-
mate change. So you know, I see a range of ini-
tiatives that will carry us forward for many
years. 

I do want to address two specific things,
though, you raised—one is border thickening,

and one is kind of 4 years from now. On the
thickening of the border, I just want to make
this clear—and I want to make this clear to our
American friends—not only have we since 9/11
made significant investments in security and se-
curity along our border, the view of this Gov-
ernment is unequivocal: Threats to the United
States are threats to Canada.

There is no such thing as a threat to the na-
tional security of the United States which does
not represent a direct threat to this country. We
as Canadians have every incentive to be as co-
operative and alarmed about the threats that ex-
ist to the North American continent in the mod-
ern age as do the Government and people of
the United States. That’s the approach with
which we treat the border. Obviously, we’ve
been concerned about the thickening of the
border. 

You know, in our judgment—and we’ll have
some time to talk about this as—as we move
along in our respective Governments. We’re
looking at—the key is to look at how we can
deal with security in a way that does not inhibit
commerce and social interaction. That is the re-
al challenge. But let there be no—and that’s
where thickening of the border concerns
us—but let there be no illusion about the fact
that we take these security concerns as seriously
as our American friends.

In terms of big picture, you know, I think this
would be the safest prediction in the world:
That today Canada and the United States are
closer economically, socially, culturally, in
terms of our international partnerships than any
two nations on the face of the Earth—closer
friends than any two nations on the face of the
Earth. And I think we can safely predict that in
4 years time, we will be in exactly the same spot.

What we can do with that in the mean-
time—and what I’m sure President Obama will
want to do with that—is to take that close rela-
tionship that is so deeply integrated when it
comes to things like trade and military and de-
fense considerations, things where we have not
only established a close friendship, but where
we have established models that others who
want to pursue close friendships have used
around the world—that we can take those
things and we can continue to lead in the
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future. We can continue to show how two
countries can work together in ways that pur-
sue global cooperation and integration to mu-
tual benefit.

And as we all know, one of President
Obama’s big missions is to continue world
leadership by the United States of America,
but in a way that is more collaborative. And
I’m convinced that by working with our coun-
try, he will have no greater opportunity than to
demonstrate exactly how that model can oper-
ate over the next 4 years.

President Obama. And let me just say that,
to echo what the Prime Minister said, we have
no doubt about Canada’s commitment to secu-
rity in the United States as well as Canada.
Obviously, we’ve got long-lasting relationships
around NORAD, for example, and the same is
true with respect to border security. There’s
been extraordinary cooperation, and we expect
that that will continue.

And Prime Minister Harper is right. It’s a
safe bet that the United States and Canada will
continue to enjoy an extraordinary friendship,

and together I think we’ve got an opportunity
to show the world that the values that we care
about—of democracy, of human rights, of eco-
nomic growth and prosperity—that these are
values that the world can embrace, and that
we can show leadership. And I’m very much
looking forward to working with this Govern-
ment and all Canadians in order to promote
these values.

I want to also, by the way, thank some of the
Canadians who came over the border to cam-
paign for me during the election. [Laughter] It
was much appreciated. And I’m looking for-
ward to coming back to Canada as soon as it
warms up. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 2:46 p.m. at Parliament Hill. In his remarks,
the President referred to President Felipe de
Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico; and his
brother-in-law Konrad Ng. A reporter re-
ferred to Gen. David D. McKiernan, USA,
commander, NATO International Security As-
sistance Force, Afghanistan. 

Remarks to the United States Conference of Mayors
February 20, 2009

Thank you everybody. Thank you. Please
have a seat. Thank you so much. Whenever I
have the opportunity to meet with mayors, I
think about how I got my start doing what you
do each day: working with folks at the local
level and doing our best to make a real impact
on the lives of ordinary Americans. And that’s
just another reason why I’m so happy to wel-
come all of you here today.

I want to offer—take a little personal pre-
rogative here and welcome my own hometown
mayor, my friend Rich Daley. His steady lead-
ership has proven again and again that the
American city can be a place of boundless op-
portunity and a source of solutions to our pub-
lic problems; he has made a deep and lasting
difference in the quality of life for millions of
Chicagoans. I’m surprised he’s still talking to
me because I stole Arne Duncan from
him—[laughter]—but I am confident that he
will continue to make great strides.

I see friends from all over the place; some
old friends—well, not old in years, but people
who I’ve known a long time. My other home-
town mayor, Mufi, it’s great to see you all the
way from Honolulu. I’ve got Mayor Riley and
others who are in attendance; Shirley Frank-
lin, doing great work; and Mayor Villaraigosa
and Mayor Dellums from—we’ve got the Cali-
fornia contingent. So I’m grateful to all of you.

And I think all of you understand that we
meet at such an urgent time. Last night, I
signed an Executive order establishing the
White House Office of Urban Affairs. And I’ve
chosen Adolfo Carrion to be its first director.
Adolfo wrote a real success story in the Bronx
as borough president, and now he’s going to be
working with all of you to write our next suc-
cess stories in cities across the country.

He’s going to be responsible for coordinat-
ing all Federal urban programs, and I’ve asked
him to set up an advisory council with mayors
and other urban leaders so that we can
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develop a new metropolitan strategy based on
the lessons that you’ve learned. Now, rebuilding
our economies and renewing our cities is going
to require a true partnership between mayors
and the White House, and that partnership has
to begin right now.

Those of you who have traveled great dis-
tances to be here come from different parties
and philosophies. You govern very different cit-
ies; they’re made up of different citizenries with
different demographic makeups. But today, in
the face of our common challenges, you’re all
hearing the same stories. I know because I’m
getting letters from constituents all across the
country, in many of your cities.

But you’re on the frontlines in our communi-
ties. You know what happens when folks get laid
off or they lose their homes or their health care,
and they turn to the mayor’s office for help.
And just as your services stretch, your class-
rooms get crowded, and your streets grow less
safe, your budgets shrink. You can’t deficit
spend, so you face impossible choices: raising
taxes, cutting essential services, laying off teach-
ers, firefighters, police officers.

And that’s why the recovery plan we put into
action this week is so important. It’s a plan that
will save or create 3.5 million jobs over the next
2 years, will help those hardest hit by our eco-
nomic crisis. It will aid State and local govern-
ments in hopes you can avoid those excruciating
choices.

It provides greater unemployment insurance
for nearly 18 million Americans and protects
health care for 7 million who lost their health
care along with their jobs. It includes the most
progressive tax cuts in our history, spurring job
creation and putting money into the pockets of
95 percent of all hard-working families. It in-
vests in what works for our cities by funding
programs like the Byrne Justice Assistance
Grant and the COPS program, which boost
public safety and bring down crime. It rewards
responsibility, making sure that if you work
hard, you won’t have to raise a child below the
poverty line.

But what makes this recovery plan so impor-
tant isn’t just the jobs it will create or the imme-
diate help it provides; it’s that we are putting
Americans to work doing the work America

needs done in critical areas that have been ne-
glected for too long. So this plan does more to
lay a new foundation for our cities’ growth and
opportunity than anything Washington has
done in generations, and it will bring real and
lasting change for generations to come.

Because we know we can’t build our eco-
nomic future on the transportation and infor-
mation networks of the past, we’re remaking
our cities with the largest new investment in our
Nation’s infrastructure since Eisenhower built
an Interstate Highway System in the 1950s. Ray
LaHood is going to be busy because we’re put-
ting 400,000 men and women to work rebuild-
ing our crumbling roads and our bridges, re-
pairing our faulty dams and levees, replacing
our aging water and sewer pipes, and rolling out
broadband lines to nearly every community in
America. We are going to unleash the potential
of all our regions by connecting them with
world-class transit systems and high-speed rail,
making our metropolitan areas more livable and
sustainable in the process.

Because we know education is the single best
bet we can make to change the odds of our chil-
dren and our cities, we are making the largest
investment in education in our Nation’s history.
It will prevent harmful education cuts and save
jobs of tens of thousands of teachers, 14,000
just in New York City. And it will make a histor-
ic investment in early childhood education and
upgrade classrooms and libraries and labs
across America so that millions of our children
are prepared to compete in the 21st century.

Because we know that spiraling health care
costs are crushing families and businesses alike
and straining budgets across government, we’re
taking the most meaningful steps in years to
modernize our health care system. We’re going
to computerize America’s medical records
while maintaining rigorous privacy standards,
saving billions of dollars and countless lives.
We’ll focus on prevention, keeping millions of
Americans from having to set into the doctor’s
office in the first place. Taken together with the
earlier enactment this month of long-delayed
laws to extend health care to millions of—more
children of working families, we’ve done more
in 30 days to advance the cause of health care
reform than this country has done in a decade.
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And because we know we can’t power
America’s future on energy that’s controlled
by foreign dictators, we’re making an invest-
ment that within 3 years will double the re-
newable energy output it’s taken us 35 years to
reach. We’ll provide tax credits and loan guar-
antees to companies that create this energy, al-
lowing them to expand rather than lay people
off. We’ll fund the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant you conceived, sav-
ing our cities and our consumers money. We’ll
build a bigger, better, smarter electricity grid
that delivers clean energy from communities
that produce it to the cities that need it.

So these are the steps we’re taking to help
you turn this crisis into opportunity and bring
our cities into the future. Now, Washington
can’t solve all the problems facing our cities,
and I know you don’t expect us to. Instead of
waiting for Washington, many of you have al-
ready made our cities laboratories of change,
coming up with innovative new ways to solve
the problems of our time.

And one of the great pleasures of running
for President was having a chance to see great
work on renewable energy in Des Moines or,
you know, seeing what kinds of wonderful
companies are being created in Seattle, and
hearing about some of the urban planning
strategies that are taking place in Charleston.
So all of you have already taken the ball and
run with it, even when you weren’t getting
help from here. But it won’t be bad to get
some help because—[applause].

You know, instead of debating the existence
of climate change, mayors like Greg Nickels in
Seattle are leading efforts to make cities
greener and more efficient. Instead of just
talking about health care, mayors like Gavin
Newsom in San Francisco have been ensuring
that those in need receive it. Instead of wring-
ing your hands over poverty, you’ve got Anto-
nio in Los Angeles making relentless efforts to
alleviate it.

You shouldn’t have to succeed, though, de-
spite Washington; you should be succeeding
with a hand from Washington, and that’s what
you’re going to get now. 

Now, what is required in return, what I will
need from all of you, is unprecedented respon-

sibility and accountability on all of our parts.
The American people are watching. They
need this plan to work. They expect to see the
money that they’ve earned, that they’ve
worked so hard to earn, spent in its intended
purposes without waste, without inefficiency,
without fraud.

And that’s why I’m assigning a team of man-
agers to ensure that every dollar is spent wise-
ly. And that’s why we’ve created recovery.gov,
so that every American can go online to see
how their money is spent and hold their Fed-
eral, State, and local officials to the highest
standards they expect.

So I want to be clear about this: We cannot
tolerate business as usual, not in Washington,
not in our State capitals, not in America’s cities
and towns. We will use the new tools that the
recovery act gives us to watch the taxpayers’
money with more rigor and transparency than
ever. If a Federal agency proposes a project
that will waste that money, I will not hesitate
to call them out on it and put a stop to it.

And I want everybody here to be on notice
that if a local government does the same, I will
call them out on it and use the full power of
my office and our administration to stop it. We
have asked for the unprecedented trust of the
American people to deal boldly with the great-
est economic crisis we’ve seen in decades and
the privilege of investing unprecedented
amounts of their hard-earned money to ad-
dress this crisis. And with that comes unprece-
dented obligations to spend that money wisely,
free from politics and free from personal agen-
das.

On this I will not compromise or tolerate
any shortcuts. The American people are look-
ing to us, each of you, as well as myself and Joe
and others in our administration, for leader-
ship, and it’s up to us to reward their faith.

Now, this plan doesn’t mark the end of what
we’ll do together; it marks the beginning. My
administration has outlined plans to stabilize,
repair, and reform our banking system, to get
credit flowing to families and businesses, to
stem the spread of foreclosures and keep fami-
lies in their homes. Together we will tackle the
urban challenges of our time and foster
diverse, creative, and imaginative economies
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that bring opportunity to every corner of our
cities.

We’ll do all this because despite the different
backgrounds of the mayors in this room, we all
share the same vision for our cities: vibrant
places that provide our children with every
chance to learn and to grow; that allow our busi-
nesses and workers the best opportunity to in-
novate and succeed; that let our older Ameri-
cans live out their best years in the midst of all
that metropolitan life can offer.

I know this change is possible. I know be-
cause I saw it in—all those years ago in neigh-
borhoods on the south side of Chicago, where
ordinary Americans came together and worked
alongside the mayor’s office to forge a better fu-
ture. I know because I’ve seen it in cities across
this country, where many of you that I had a
chance to meet with, I saw how you focused on
fresh ideas over stale ideology and you moved
your cities forward. And I know it because I see
it in the faces of Americans everywhere who are
ready to roll up their sleeves and join in the
work of remaking this Nation.

So now it falls to us to seize the possibilities
of this moment and convert peril into promise,

see to it that our cities and our people emerge
from this moment stronger than they were be-
fore. Starting today, that’s what you and I are
going to do together. And I’m absolutely confi-
dent that our people will benefit and people will
look back and say that this was a turning point;
this was a moment where, in the midst of great
crisis, leadership was shown, and we created a
new platform for success for all Americans in
the future.

Thank you so much, everybody. Appreciate
it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chi-
cago, IL; Secretary of Education Arne Duncan;
Mayor Mufi Hannemann of Honolulu, HI;
Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr., of Charleston, SC;
Mayor Shirley Franklin of Atlanta, GA; Mayor
Antonio R. Villaraigosa of Los Angeles, CA;
Mayor Ron Dellums of Oakland, CA; Secretary
of Transportation Raymond H. LaHood; and
Vice President Joe Biden. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Vice President Biden. 

The President’s Weekly Address
February 21, 2009

Earlier this week, I signed into law the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the most
sweeping economic recovery plan in history.
Because of this plan, 3½  million Americans will
now go to work doing the work that America
needs done.

I am grateful to Congress, Governors, and
mayors across the country and to all of you
whose support made this critical step possible.

Because of what we did together, there will
now be shovels in the ground, cranes in the air,
and workers rebuilding our crumbling roads
and bridges and repairing our faulty levees and
dams. Because of what we did, companies large
and small that produce renewable energy can
now apply for loan guarantees and tax credits
and find ways to grow, instead of laying people
off, and families can lower their energy bills by
weatherizing their homes.

Because of what we did, our children can
now graduate from 21st century schools, and
millions more can do what was unaffordable
just last week and get their college degree. Be-
cause of what we did, lives will be saved and
health costs will be cut with new computerized
medical records. Because of what we did, there
will now be police on the beat, firefighters on
the job, and teachers preparing lesson plans
who thought they would not be able to continue
pursuing their critical missions. And ensure that
all of this is done with an unprecedented level
of transparency and accountability, I have as-
signed a team of managers to make sure that
precious tax dollars are invested wisely and well.

Because of what we did, 95 percent of all
working families will get a tax cut, in keeping
with a promise I made on the campaign. And
I’m pleased to announce that this morning the
Treasury Department began directing
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employers to reduce the amount of taxes with-
held from paychecks, meaning that by April
1st, a typical family will begin taking home at
least $65 more every month. Never before in
our history has a tax cut taken effect faster or
gone to so many hard-working Americans.

But as important as it was that I was able to
sign this plan into law, it is only a first step on
the road to economic recovery. And we can’t
fail to complete the journey. That will require
stemming the spread of foreclosures and fall-
ing home values and doing all we can to help
responsible homeowners stay in their homes,
which is exactly what the housing plan I an-
nounced last week will help us do.

It will require stabilizing and repairing our
banking system and getting credit flowing
again to families and businesses. It will require
reforming the broken regulatory system that
made this crisis possible and recognizing that
it’s only by setting and enforcing 21st century
rules of the road that we can build a thriving
economy. 

And it will require doing all we can to get
exploding deficits under control as our econo-
my begins to recover. That work begins on
Monday, when I will convene a fiscal summit
of independent experts and unions, advocacy
groups and Members of Congress to discuss
how we can cut the trillion dollar deficit that
we’ve inherited. On Tuesday, I will speak to
the Nation about our urgent national priori-
ties, and on Thursday, I’ll release a budget
that’s sober in its assessments, honest in its ac-
counting, and lays out in detail my strategy for

investing in what we need, cutting what we
don’t, and restoring fiscal discipline.

No single piece of this broad economic re-
covery can, by itself, meet the demands that
have been placed on us. We can’t help people
find work or pay their bills unless we unlock
credit for families and businesses. We can’t
solve our housing crisis unless we help people
find work so that they can make payments on
their homes. We can’t produce shared pros-
perity without firm rules of the road, and we
can’t generate sustained growth without get-
ting our deficits under control. In short, we
cannot successfully address any of our prob-
lems without addressing them all. And that is
exactly what the strategy we are pursuing is
designed to do.

None of this will be easy. The road ahead
will be long and full of hazards. But I am confi-
dent that we as a people have the strength and
wisdom to carry out this strategy and over-
come this crisis. And if we do, our economy
and our country will be better and stronger for
it. 

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:45 p.m. on February 20 in the Blue
Room at the White House for broadcast on
February 21. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 20 but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on February 21. In his address, the
President referred to H.R. 1, which was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–5.

Remarks to the National Governors Association
February 23, 2009

Thank you very much. Everybody, please
have a seat.

First of all, thanks for not breaking anything
last night. [Laughter] Thank you also for wait-
ing until I had left before you started the con-
ga line. I don’t know whether Rendell was re-
sponsible for that or—but I hear it was quite a
spectacle. [Laughter] But Michelle and I just
had a wonderful time last night, and I hope all
of you enjoyed it. And it was a great kick-off of

what we hope will be an atmosphere here in
the White House that is welcoming and that
reminds everybody that this is the people’s
house. We are just temporary occupants. This
is a place that belongs to the American people,
and we want to make sure that everybody un-
derstands it’s open.

Almost 3 months ago, we came together in
Philadelphia to listen to one another, to share
ideas, and to try to push some of our
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ideological rigidity aside to formulate a recovery
plan that would bring some relief to your States
and to the American people.

And I want to thank so many of you who
were active throughout this process to get the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
done. I don’t want to single out too many folks,
but Governor Rendell, Governor Douglas,
worked tirelessly. We had people like Governor
Patrick and Governor Schweitzer, Schwar-
zenegger, Crist, who were out there consistent-
ly promoting the plan. And as a consequence,
we got this passed through Congress in record
time.

And because of what we did together, this
plan will save or create at least 3.5 million jobs,
in every State across the country. It will keep
your police officers on the beat, your firefight-
ers on the job, your teachers in the classroom. It
will provide expanded unemployment insur-
ance and protect health care for your residents
who have been laid off. And beginning April
1st, it will put more money back into the pock-
ets of 95 percent of your working families.

So this plan will ensure that you don’t have to
make cuts to essential services that Americans
rely on now more than ever. And to show you
that we are serious about putting this recovery
plan into action swiftly, I’m announcing today
that this Wednesday, our administration will be-
gin distributing more than $15 billion in Feder-
al assistance under the Recovery Act to help
you cover the costs of your Medicaid programs,
I know, something that is going to be of great
relief to many of you.

That means that by the time most of you get
home, money will be waiting to help 20 million
vulnerable Americans in your States keep their
health care coverage. Children with asthma will
be able to breathe easier, seniors won’t need to
fear losing their doctors, and pregnant women
with limited means won’t have to worry about
the health of their babies. So let me be clear,
though: This is not a blank check. I know you’ve
heard this repeatedly over the last few days, but
I want to reiterate it. These funds are intended
to go directly towards helping struggling Ameri-
cans keep their health coverage. We want to
make sure that that’s what’s happening, and
we’re going to work with you closely to make

sure that this money is spent the way it’s sup-
posed to.

We will get the rest of this plan moving to put
Americans to work doing the work America
needs done, making an immediate impact while
laying the foundation for our lasting growth and
prosperity.

These are the steps that we’re taking to help
you turn this crisis into an opportunity and pave
the way for future prosperity. But I know that
many of you, rather than wait for Washington,
have already made that happen in your States.
You are innovators, and much of the work that
you’ve done has already made a lasting impact
and change in people’s lives. Instead of debat-
ing the existence of climate change, Governors
like the 7 of you of you working together in the
Western Climate Initiative, and the 10 of you
who are working together on the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative are leading the way
in environmental and energy policy. Instead of
waiting around for the jobs of the future, Gov-
ernors like Governor Gregoire and Governor
Granholm have sparked the creation of cutting-
edge companies and tens of thousands of new
green jobs. And instead of passing the buck on
accountability and efficiency, Governors like
Martin O’Malley and Governor Kaine have rev-
olutionized performance management systems,
showing the American people precisely how
their governments are working for them.

The point that I made yesterday, or last
night, is something that I want to reiterate
though. You shouldn’t be succeeding despite
Washington; you should be succeeding with a
hand from Washington, and that’s what we in-
tend to give you in this administration. In re-
turn, we’ll expect a lot from you as the hard
work of making the recovery plan’s promise a
reality begins.

And that’s why I’m announcing today that
I’m asking my Vice President, Joe Biden, to
oversee our administration’s implementation
efforts. Beginning this week, Joe will meet reg-
ularly with key members of my Cabinet to make
sure our efforts are not just swift, but also effi-
cient and effective. Joe is also going to work
closely with you, our Nation’s Governors, as
well as our mayors and everyone else involved
in this effort, to keep things on track. And the
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fact that I’m asking my Vice President to per-
sonally lead this effort shows how important it
is for our country and our future to get this
right, and I thank him for his willingness to
take on this critical task. 

In the coming weeks, we’re also going to ap-
point some of the Nation’s best managers and
public officials to work with the Vice President
on this effort. And I’m pleased to make the
first of those announcements today with the
appointment of Earl Devaney as the Chair of
the Recovery Act Transparency and Account-
ability Board. Where did Earl go? There he is.
Stand up, Earl, so everybody can see you. 

For nearly a decade as Inspector General at
the Interior Department, Earl has doggedly
pursued waste, fraud, and mismanagement.
He has the reputation of being one of the best
IGs that we have in this town. And Joe and I
can’t think of a more tenacious and efficient
guardian of the hard-earned tax dollars the
American people have entrusted us to wisely
invest. I pointed out just when I saw him, I
mean, he looks like an inspector there.
[Laughter] He’s tough, you know; he barely
cracks a smile. Earl is here with us today. I
thank him for his willingness to take on this
difficult new assignment.

And I expect each of you to approach imple-
mentation of this recovery plan with the same
seriousness of purpose and the same sense of
accountability, because the American people
are watching. They need this plan to work, and
they expect to see their money spent in its in-
tended purpose.

And that’s why we’ve created recovery.gov,
a web site so that every American can go on-
line to see how their money is spent and hold
their Federal, State, and local officials to the
high standards that they expect. And I want to
applaud Governors Kaine, Patrick, and Strick-
land for already having created their own re-
covery implementation web sites to allow for
the monitoring and accountability at the local
level. I encourage every one of you to follow
suit.

Let me be clear: We cannot tolerate busi-
ness as usual, not in Washington, but also not
in our State capitals. With Mr. Devaney’s lead-
ership, we will use the new tools that the Re-

covery Act gives us to watch the taxpayers’
money with more rigor and transparency than
ever.

If a Federal agency proposes a project that
will waste that money, I will put a stop to it.
But I want everybody here to be on notice that
if a State government does the same, then I
will call them out on it, and use the full power
of my office and our administration to stop it.

We are addressing the greatest economic
crisis we have seen in decades by investing un-
precedented amounts of the American peo-
ple’s hard-earned money. And with that comes
an unprecedented obligation to do so wisely,
free from politics and personal agendas. And
on this I will not compromise or tolerate short-
cuts. The American people are looking to us
for leadership, and it falls on us now to reward
their faith and build a better future for our
country. And I have every confidence that we
can all do this.

Let me make one last point and then I’m
going to bring Joe up. There has been some
healthy debate over the last few weeks, last
few days, about this stimulus package, even
among the Governors. And I think that’s a
healthy debate. And that keeps me on my toes;
it keeps our administration on our toes. But I
just want us to not lose perspective of the fact
that most of the things that have been the top-
ic of argument over the last several days
amount to a fraction of the overall stimulus
package. This sometimes gets lost in the cable
chatter.

For example, I think there are some very le-
gitimate concerns on the part of some about
the sustainability of expanding unemployment
insurance. What hasn’t been noted is, is that
that is $7 billion of a $787 billion program, and
it’s not even the majority of the expansion of
unemployment insurance. So it is possible for
those who are concerned about sustaining a
change that increases eligibility for part-time
workers to still see the benefit of 30 billion-
plus that is going even if you don’t make the
change.

So the reason I make that point is, I just
want to make sure that we’re having an honest
debate and presenting to the American people
a fulsome accounting of what is going on in
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this program. You know, when I hear people
say, “Well, there’s a lot of waste in this pro-
gram,” well, from my perspective at least, keep-
ing teachers in the classroom is not wasteful.
From my perspective, tax cuts to 95 percent of
working families is not wasteful. From my per-
spective, providing all of you additional resourc-
es to rebuild roads and bridges and levees and
dams that will enhance the quality of life of your
State, but also make it more economically com-
petitive, that’s not wasteful.

And so if we agree on 90 percent of the stuff,
and we’re spending all our time on television ar-
guing about 1, 2, 3 percent of the spending in
this thing, and somehow it’s being characterized
in broad brush as wasteful spending, that starts
sounding more like politics. And that’s what
right now we don’t have time to do.

So I will always be open to honest disagree-
ments, and I think there are some legitimate
concerns that can be raised on a whole host of
these issues. And you’re responsible at the State
level, and if the Federal Government gives you
something now, and then 2 years later it’s gone
and people are looking to you and starting to
blame you, I don’t want to put you in that posi-

tion. And so you need to think about how this
money is going to be spent wisely.

What I don’t want us to do, though, is to just
get caught up in the same old stuff that inhibits
us from acting effectively and in concert.
There’s going to be ample time for campaigns
down the road. Right now we’ve got to make
sure that we’re standing up for the America
people and putting them back to work.

All right. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:29 a.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Edward G. Ren-
dell of Pennsylvania; Gov. James H. Douglas of
Vermont; Gov. Deval L. Patrick of Massachu-
setts; Gov. Brian D. Schweitzer of Montana;
Gov. Arnold A. Schwarzenegger of California;
Gov. Charles J. Crist, Jr., of Florida; Gov. Chris-
tine O. Gregoire of Washington; Gov. Jennifer
M. Granholm of Michigan; Gov. Martin J.
O’Malley of Maryland; Gov. Timothy M. Kaine
of Virginia; and Gov. Theodore Strickland of
Ohio. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Vice President Joe Biden.

Remarks at the Fiscal Responsibility Summit
February 23, 2009

Thank you everybody. Please have a seat.
Thank you very much. Thank you to Mark and
Bob and to Peter. It is wonderful to see the
Speaker here. And we’ve got our representa-
tives; I don’t see Harry here, but we’ve got Dick
Durbin in his stead. Mitch, thank you for being
here; John Boehner, to all the congressional
leadership, thank you.

My administration came into office 1 month
ago in the depths of an economic crisis unlike
any that we’ve seen in generations. And we rec-
ognized that we needed to act boldly, decisive-
ly, and quickly, and that’s precisely what we did.

Within our first 30 days in office, we passed
the most sweeping economic recovery package
in history to create or save 3.5 million new jobs,
provide relief to struggling families, and lay the
foundation for long-term growth and prosperi-
ty. And I had an opportunity to talk to the Na-
tion’s Governors today, and both Republicans

and Democrats have ideas about how they are
going to use that money to make sure that peo-
ple are put back to work and that we can stem
some of the job loss that’s taking place.

I also laid out my housing plan to break the
cycle of falling home values and rising foreclo-
sures that’s devastated so many communities.
And we put forth a financial stability plan to
start shoring up our banks so we can free up
credit and jump-start lending and restore confi-
dence in our financial system.

These are all extraordinary, but necessary,
measures to address this economic emergency,
and as has already been noted, they will come at
a cost. This administration has inherited a $1.3
trillion deficit—the largest in our Nation’s his-
tory—and our investments to rescue our econo-
my will add to that deficit in the short term. We
also have long-term challenges—health care,
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energy, education, and others—that we can no
longer afford to ignore.

But I want to be very clear, if the message
was not effectively delivered by the three pre-
vious speakers: We cannot, and will not, sus-
tain deficits like these without end. Contrary
to the prevailing wisdom in Washington these
past few years, we cannot simply spend as we
please and defer the consequences to the next
budget, the next administration, or the next
generation. 

We are paying the price for these deficits
right now. In 2008 alone, we paid $250 billion
in interest on our debt, 1 in every 10 taxpayer
dollars. That is more than three times what we
spent on education that year, more than seven
times what we spent on VA health care.

So if we confront this crisis without also
confronting the deficits that helped cause it,
we risk sinking into another crisis down the
road as our interest payments rise, our obliga-
tions come due, confidence in our economy
erodes, and our children and our grandchil-
dren are unable to pursue their dreams be-
cause they’re saddled with our debts.

And that’s why today I’m pledging to cut the
deficit we inherited by half by the end of my
first term in office. Now, this will not be easy.
It will require us to make difficult decisions
and face challenges we’ve long neglected. But
I refuse to leave our children with a debt that
they cannot repay, and that means taking re-
sponsibility right now, in this administration,
for getting our spending under control.

We’ll start by being honest with ourselves
about the magnitude of our deficits. For too
long, our budget process in Washington has
been an exercise in deception, a series of ac-
counting tricks to hide the extent of our
spending and the shortfalls in our revenue and
hope that the American people won’t notice:
budgeting certain expenditures for just 1 year,
when we know we’ll incur them every year for
5 or 10; budgeting zero dollars for the Iraq
war—zero—for future years, even when we
knew the war would continue; budgeting no
money for natural disasters, as if we would ev-
er go 12 months without a single flood, fire,
hurricane, or earthquake.

We do ourselves no favors by hiding the
truth about what we spend. In order to ad-
dress our fiscal crisis, we’re going to have to be
candid about its scope. And that’s why the
budget I will introduce later this week will
look ahead 10 years and will include a full and
honest accounting of the money we plan to
spend and the deficits we will likely incur. 

To start reducing these deficits, I’ve com-
mitted to going through our budget line by
line to root out waste and inefficiency, a pro-
cess that Peter and our administration, our
team, has already begun. And I’ll soon be in-
structing each member of my Cabinet to go
through every item in their budgets as well.
And already we’ve seen how much money we
can save, just in the last 30 days.

Take one example: The Department of Ag-
riculture has moved some of its training pro-
grams online, saving an estimated $1.3 million
a year. They’re modernizing their financial
management system, saving an estimated
$17.5 million. They’re saving tens of thousands
of dollars by cutting back on conferences and
travel and other small expenses that add up
over time.

So we will replicate these efforts throughout
the Federal Government, eliminating pro-
grams that don’t work to make room for ones
that do and making the ones that we keep
work better. We’ll end the payments to agri-
business that don’t need them and eliminate
the no-bid contracts that have wasted billions
in Iraq. We’ll end the tax breaks for companies
shipping jobs overseas, and we’ll stop the fraud
and abuse in our Medicare program.

And we will reinstate the pay-as-you-go rule
that we followed during the 1990s, the rule
that helped us start this new century with a
$236 billion surplus. In recent years, we’ve
strayed from this rule, and the results speak
for themselves. The pay-go approach is based
on a very simple concept: You don’t spend
what you don’t have. So if we want to spend,
we’ll need to find somewhere else to cut. This
is the rule that families across this country fol-
low every single day, and there’s no reason
why their Government shouldn’t do the same.

Now, I want to be very clear: While we are
making important progress towards fiscal
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responsibility this year in this budget, this is just
the beginning. In the coming years, we’ll be
forced to make more tough choices and do
much more to address our long-term
challenges, from the rising cost of health care
that Peter described, which is the single most
pressing fiscal challenge we face by far, to the
long-term solvency of Social Security.

In the end, however, if we want to rebuild
our economy and restore discipline and honesty
to our budget, we will need to change the way
we do business here in Washington. We’re not
going to be able to fall back into the same old
habits and make the same inexcusable mistakes:
the repeated failure to act as our economy spi-
raled deeper into crisis; the casual dishonesty of
hiding irresponsible spending with clever ac-
counting tricks; the costly overruns, the fraud
and abuse, the endless excuses. This is exactly
what the American people rejected when they
went to the polls.

They sent us here to usher in a new era of re-
sponsibility in Washington, to start living within
our means again and being straight with them
about where their tax dollars are going, and em-
powering them with the information they need
to hold all of us, their representatives, account-
able.

So that’s why I have called this summit today
and why I have invited leaders from both sides
of the aisle, because we all have a role to play in
this work. I believe it is time for a frank conver-
sation about the fiscal challenges we face.
They’re challenges that concern every single

one of us, no matter where we are on this politi-
cal spectrum.

So today I want to—I hope that all of you will
start talking with each other and exchanging
ideas. I want you to question each other, chal-
lenge each other, question me and my team,
challenge us, and work together not just to
identify problems, but to identify solutions.

And that’s the purpose of the breakout ses-
sions that are starting right now. I know that
each of you bring a wealth of experience and ex-
pertise on a broad range of topics. I appreciate
your willingness to participate in these sessions.
I expect that this process will be engaging and
productive, and I look forward to hearing the
results when you report back later this after-
noon.

So thank you very much, all of you, for partic-
ipating. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mark Zandi, chief economist and
cofounder, Moody’s Economy.com; Robert
Greenstein, founder and executive director,
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities; Peter
R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and
Budget; Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives Nancy Pelosi; Sens. Harry Reid, Richard J.
Durbin, Addison M. “Mitch” McConnell; and
Rep. John A. Boehner. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also includ-
ed the remarks of Vice President Joe Biden.

Remarks and a Discussion at the Closing Session of the Fiscal Responsibility
Summit
February 23, 2009

The President. Thank you everybody. Thank
you. Please have a seat. Well, this says some-
thing—I don’t know what—about all of you,
that I hear you really enjoyed this fiscal respon-
sibility summit. [Laughter] I mean, I—it’s a
sign of a—something. [Laughter] 

Audience member. Illness.
The President. Illness, right. I understand

you guys had great breakout sessions, and my
advisers just filled me in on some of the issues

that came up. I want to just provide a few open-
ing remarks, and then I’m—we’ll just open it up
for questions and comments.

The idea here was to bring everybody togeth-
er, because it’s been a long time since we had
this conversation. And over the last 8 years, I
think we’ve seen a continued deterioration in
the Government’s balance sheets.

My sense is that despite partisan differences,
despite regional differences, and different
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priorities, everybody is concerned about the
legacy we’re leaving to our children. And the
hope was—is that if we had a forum like this to
start talking about these issues that it would
turn out that there are real opportunities for
progress—there are going to be some areas
where we can’t make progress—but that we
have more in common that we expect. And I
appreciate that while we may have different
opinions, there’s a renewed willingness to put
some concrete ideas on the table, even on
those issues that are politically tough, and
that’s real progress.

A couple of takeaways that my staff indicat-
ed to me. There was a healthy debate on Social
Security, but also a healthy consensus among
some participants, including Congressmen
Boehner and Hoyer as well as Senator Graham
and Senator Durbin, that this was a moment to
work in a bipartisan way to make progress on
ensuring Americans’ retirement security. And
I think one of the things we want to do is to
figure out how do we capture that momentum.

Over the longer run, putting America on a
sustainable fiscal course will require address-
ing health care. That seemed to be an issue
that there was a lot of consensus around. Many
of you said what I believe, that the biggest
source of our deficits is the rising cost of
health care. It’s a challenge that impacts busi-
nesses, workers, and families alike. And voices
as varied as Senator Alexander, Douglas
Holtz-Eakin to Senator Baucus and Senator
Dodd and Representative Waxman all agreed
to try to tackle health care this year, which I
think that offers extraordinary promise, al-
though peril as well.

The tax reform discussion underscored
clear agreement that the tax process has to be
simplified for all Americans. The task force on
the budget process yielded some unanimous
agreement that the existing process wasn’t
working. The question is whether we’ll have
the commitment and discipline to do what we
know needs to be done and whether we need
to create some new mechanisms to deal with
these challenges.

Now, I want to make sure that the conversa-
tion doesn’t end when we go home today.
We’ve got a lot of hard choices to make. We

need to build off this afternoon’s conversation
and work together to forge a consensus. 

So one of the things that I’m hoping to do is
that my team, each of whom were taking copi-
ous notes during the course of these respective
breakout sessions, will issue a report or a sum-
mary of the conversation. It will be distributed
to each of the participants in those respective
discussions. We will then ask for concrete
ideas, either about substance or process, and
we will ask that you get those back so that we
can then issue a final report coming out of this
conversation in 30 days.

And we’re—I think somebody just dubbed
this the “fiscal sustainability project,” so that’s
as good of a name as any. And the idea then is,
is that there will be a constant loop between
the White House and all of you about how we
should move forward on this, and hopefully
this will start breaking down into some con-
crete takeaways and tasks. Some of the recom-
mendations that have been made are already
reflected in the budget that we’re proposing.
Some new ideas may have arisen that we did
not think of and that can be incorporated as
the budget process moves forward in Con-
gress.

And so we are very much looking forward to
hearing from your ideas, both about process
and about substance. And then we will in 30
days time be able to come out with a series of
recommendations. In some cases there may be
some things that we can do by Executive order
that don’t require legislation, but there seems
to be some consensus—are smart things to do.
In other cases, it’s going to require a legisla-
tive—some legislative decisions, and we’re go-
ing to collaborate closely with the relevant
chairs and committees that have jurisdiction.

So with that, let me just stop. And what I
want to do is just get some comments. A lot of
you have been working hard on this, but I’m
going to use my Presidential prerogative and
call on a couple of people first, and then if oth-
er people have comments that they want to of-
fer, please raise your hands.

And I’m going to start with John McCain
because—he and I had some good debates
about these issues. [Laughter] But—and I
mean what I say here, I think John has also
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been extraordinarily consistent and sincere
about these issues, and I want to see if
you—John, you’ve got some thoughts about
where we need to go and some priority areas. I
know you were in procurement, for example,
which is an area I know we would like to work
on together with you.

Defense Department

Senator John McCain. Well, thank you, Mr.
President. And thank you for doing this; I think
it’s very important. And the particular breakout
session that we had our—Secretary of Home-
land Security was our leader. And so we got—I
think it was a very fruitful discussion.

Just one area that I wanted to mention that I
think consumed a lot of our conversation on
procurement was the issue of cost overruns in
the Defense Department. We all know how
large the defense budget is. We all know that
the cost overruns—your helicopter is now going
to cost as much as Air Force One. I don’t think
that there’s any more graphic demonstration of
how good ideas have cost taxpayers an enor-
mous amount of money.

So we will—and I know that you’ve already
made plans to try to curb some of the excesses
in procurement. We really have to do that.
We’re going to have to pay for Afghanistan, as
you well know, and we’re not done in Iraq. But
most importantly, we have to make some tough
decisions—you, Mr. President, have to make
some tough decisions about not only what we
procure, but how we procure it.

And I thank you for the opportunity and
sharing your thoughts with a lot of very smart
people.

The President. Well, John, let me—this is go-
ing to be one of our highest priorities. By the
way, I’ve already talked to Gates about a thor-
ough review of the helicopter situation. The he-
licopter I have now seems perfectly adequate to
me. [Laughter] Of course, I’ve never had a heli-
copter before. So—[laughter]—maybe I’ve
been deprived and I didn’t know it. [Laughter]

But I think it is a—an example of the pro-
curement process gone amuck. And we’re going
to have to fix it. Our hope is, is that you, Senator
Levin, and others can really take some leader-
ship on this.

And one of the promising things is I think
Secretary Gates shares our concern, and he rec-
ognizes that simply adding more and more does
not necessarily mean better and better or safer
and more secure. Those two things are
not—they don’t always move in parallel tracks,
and we’ve got to think that through.

Steny, you participated in the Social Security
panel.

Social Security

Representative Steny H. Hoyer. First off, I
think that the Social Security section was a very,
very productive section. I think there was some
honest—as you would think—disagreements,
but as was indicated earlier, John Boehner, my-
self, Dick Durbin, Lindsey Thomas——

The President. Lindsey Graham, sir. I don’t
know about Lindsey Thomas, but I know Lind-
sey Graham. [Laughter]

Rep. Hoyer. Lindsey Graham—[laugh-
ter]—South Carolina is not Louisiana, right? I
got you. That’ll work—[laughter]—but Lindsey
Graham. Everybody gave some very solid rec-
ommendations. And I think there was in fact a
consensus, an understanding of the different
perspectives and ways and means to get to an
objective was essentially that getting to an ob-
jective serves a number of purposes. Obviously,
from a fiscal standpoint it served a purpose, but
also in giving both seniors and young people
confidence that benefits would be available to
them in the short term, and from a young peo-
ple’s standpoint, in the long term.

The President. Sir, thank you.
Rep. Hoyer. If I can——
The President. Please.
Rep. Hoyer. I think your comment that fol-

low-through is going to be essential—if we
come together and have a group discussion
with—[inaudible]—a lot of bright people who
have some very good information from various,
different interest groups who represent large
constituencies, if it just stops there, then it
won’t have been as useful as you want it to be
and as the country wants it to be.

The President. Good. Speaking of bright peo-
ple with large constituencies—Bill Novelli.
Where’s Bill? Is he still here? There you are.
137



Feb. 23 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
I know you participated in the health care
panel. Bill, your thoughts on Medicare and the
interest of your membership in getting an eq-
uitable solution to what is an unsustainable sit-
uation.

Health Care

William D. Novelli. The whole entitlement
thing is as you characterized it. We have a real
sustainability problem. But I think you put the
right frame on this, Mr. President, by saying
that the path to sustainability is health care re-
form. And our group, I think, had tremen-
dously good ideas. Most of the policy ideas
that we all know and share were on the table
today.

There’s a lot of hard policy work that’s going
to have to go on, but I think we have some mo-
mentum. But I think one of the things that al-
so came out of the session was we need to en-
gage the American people. Yes, we have to
think of them as patients, we have to think of
them as insured or uninsured, but we also
have to think of them as taxpayers and as vot-
ers. They need to understand what the trad-
eoffs are—what they might lose, what they
might gain. We can all do that, but nobody
could do it as well as you can. You’ve got the
bully pulpit to really carry your message to the
public.

The President. All right, I appreciate that.
This is the only area where we had done a little
prejudging of what needs to be done. We have
scheduled a health care summit next week. It’s
not that I’ve got summititis here—[laugh-
ter]—but rather, it’s actually exactly the point
that you’re making, Bill, which is everybody
here understands a lot of the tradeoffs in-
volved in health care, and that there are no
perfect solutions.

But in the sound bite, political culture that
we got, it’s very hard to communicate that, and
we think that it’s very important to have some
forums. And I talked about this during—way
back in the primary campaign, that there is a
process that the public can listen to about
what these tradeoffs are, because I think that
some of us get on our high horse and say we’ve
got the answer to health care. Well, it turns
out that, you know, there are costs involved on

the front end even if the benefits accrue in the
out years. There are situations in terms of peo-
ple, if they’ve got health insurance, sort of lik-
ing what they’ve got now; they just want it for
cheaper. There are issues in terms of providers
and them feeling like they’re getting squeezed.

And so making sure that all that stuff is sur-
faced in public and we’re educating the public
on some of these issues can be very important
if we’re going to make progress, because, you
know, some of these things will ultimately in-
volve some tough decisions and some tough
votes.

So budget process—Kent, you participated,
and I want to get both your views and John
Spratt’s views on—I don’t know if John is still
here; there he is—on budget process and how
you think we’re going to need to clean this
stuff up.

Federal Budget

Senator Kent Conrad. Well, first of all,
thank you for doing this. I thought it was a ter-
rific start in the White House. I think Bob
Greenstein said it very well when he talked
about us being on an unsustainable course; the
debt being the threat, because we’ve doubled
the debt in the last 8 years, tripled foreign
holdings of the debt. Last year, when we went
out to finance this debt, 68 percent came from
foreign entities, so that creates a vulnerability.

How do we address it? That is the $64,000
question. And that’s what we addressed in our
group. I think it’s fair to say there were differ-
ent views. Many of us believe it’s going to take
some special process to bring all of the players
together to write a plan so that we see the
tradeoffs between what’s available for health
care reform, which without question is the
800-pound gorilla, Social Security, which also
has to be addressed for the long term, and rev-
enue.

Revenue is the thing almost nobody wants
to talk about, but I think if we’re going to be
honest with each other, we better recognize
that is part of the solution as well. And it’s very
hard to know what you are going to do with
Medicare unless you know what revenue is go-
ing to be; very hard to know what you’re going
to do with Social Security without knowing
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what revenue is going to be. So somehow we’ve
got to come together around a plan, and of
course, that depends on Presidential leadership,
which you certainly provided here today.

The President. All right. Thank you.
John.
Representative John M. Spratt, Jr. I got a

bum leg, Mr. President; you’ll have to excuse
me, sir. Thank you for holding this.

I participated in the 1997 balanced budget
negotiations. That was the last time we were at
the White House to discuss in common, Demo-
crats and Republicans, some common ground
that we could both take up—[inaudible]—is-
sues. Thank you for doing this again; this is only
the beginning.

I would agree with Kent that we agree we
need a special process. We didn’t come to final
agreement on exactly what that process would
be—would it be a task force or a steering com-
mittee within the Congress or a commission
from without Congress. That’s still an issue to
be resolved, but I don’t think it’s an issue we
can’t resolve. And we moved towards discussion
of some sort of hybrid of the two.

Clearly that’s important. I think everyone in
that room would agree that if we’re to succeed
at what we’re setting out to do, we need a spe-
cial process that we can—by which we can ac-
complish it. We need to force the issue. We
need have some assurance that whatever we
agree upon can indeed be brought to the floor
of each House and brought to a vote.

Many of us think it’s too draconian to com-
pare this to the BRAC process where you get an
up or down vote, no amendments. But there
needs to be some sort of fast track and special
procedure to ensure that whatever the entities
come up with it will be viewed and considered.

The President. Okay. Thank you, John.
Since I see her right—sitting right next to

you, Susan, you were in the procurement task
force?

Federal Contracts

Senator Susan M. Collins. Yes.
The President. Did you have any thoughts

on——
Sen. Collins. Yes. If you look across the Fed-

eral Government, there are problems in IT con-

tracts no matter where you look. And one rec-
ommendation that our group talked about is es-
tablishing some kind of Nunn-McCurdy law to
apply to IT contracts.

In general, we also talked about the need for
more competition in contracts, for justification,
for cost-plus contracts. My favorite pet peeve is
we don’t have enough skilled contracting offi-
cers. We’ve had an enormous increase in the
volume of contracts at a time when the acquisi-
tion workforce has actually declined by 22 per-
cent. So those were some of the issues that we
discussed in addition to what Senator McCain
said.

The President. Charlie, you’re right here in
front. Kent talked about revenue; you were par-
ticipating in the tax reform panel.

Taxes

Representative Charles B. Rangel. First let
me thank you for bringing us together. The Sec-
retary of Treasury provided a lot of leadership,
and making certain that we recognize how im-
portant it was to the country and the world that
we do something. The corporate part of the tax
structure, people thought it was relatively easy
to dramatically reduce the rates that make us
internationally competitive. The problems, of
course, was the different views they have in how
you handle the individual rates.

I don’t think there’s any committee in the
House that would be more anxious to bring
forth a product, whether it’s in health or tax re-
form or Social Security, to bring forth some-
thing in a bipartisan way. And I think this is a
dramatic first step to see where we’re going. As
I said, I don’t want to seem to be corny, but it
would appear as though that if America recog-
nized the crisis, that they’re not looking for a
Democratic or Republican solution. And in or-
der for us to be politically successful, they’re go-
ing have to believe that we’ve done it in a bipar-
tisan way.

So I think this initiative is a strong first step. I
only hope at the end of the day we can come
out, maybe not in total agreement, but certainly
in a bipartisan way.

The President. Just a quick thought on taxes,
Charlie. My instinct is, is that you’re absolutely
right that the individual tax rate is always the
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hardest thing. There’s some philosophical dif-
ferences between the parties on this, and I un-
derstand that.

On the corporate side, I at least have always
maintained that if we try to think in the same
ways that we thought about it in 1986, and if
you closed loopholes, you could actually lower
rates.

Rep. Rangel. No question about it.
The President. And that’s an area where

there should be the potential for some biparti-
san agreement, because I think, on the books,
the rates in the United States are high. In
practice, depending on who it is that you
can—what kind of accountant you can hire,
they’re not so high. And that’s an area where
we can work on. Simplification, same thing—I
don’t think there’s anybody out here who
thinks that we are making it customer-friendly
for the taxpayer. And that’s an area where we
can make some great progress.

Rep. Rangel. Well, if you’re looking for a
fight and a partisan fight, any loophole you
close is a tax increase. We have to get over that
and make certain that the vast majority of
businesses recognize it’s in their best interest
to do the right thing as relates to those who’ve
taken unfair advantage of the Government.

The President. Well, you were here in ’86,
it’s been done before. We might be able to get
it done this time.

Rep. Rangel. Well, under your leadership,
I’m looking forward to it. [Laughter]

The President. Eric, you got some thoughts?

Economic Stabilization

Representative Eric Cantor. Mr. President,
I too want to thank you very much for having
us. It’s a great opportunity, I think, for us to
really come together on some of these very,
very big issues. 

You said before when we were in discus-
sions on the stimulus debate that we’re going
to have some very tough choices to make. And
we look forward to your address tomorrow
night and working through some of these very
big issues, as well as trying to address what’s
on Secretary Geithner’s plate in the immedi-
ate, as far as the bank fix, the housing fix, and
others. Thank you.

The President. Good. Thanks.
Max, you were on the health care panel, but

obviously, you’ve got jurisdiction over every-
thing. [Laughter] I know how the Finance
Committee works. [Laughter]

Health Care/Bipartisanship in Government

Senator Max S. Baucus. Well, Mr. Presi-
dent, first, all of us are enormously grateful for
what you’re doing here, not on the specific is-
sues, but also our fiscal problems. It needs to
be done, and we deeply appreciate your taking
this on together.

I’d like to just make a little bit of a pitch, if
you will, on health care reform. I think it’s very
symbolic and very interesting that the first
person you called upon was John McCain. And
that’s the approach I think we need to take
here generally and specifically with health care
reform. You had a different view during the
campaign on health care reform; John McCain
had a different view during the campaign on
health care reform. Here’s the opportunity for
us to come up with something that’s uniquely
American, it’s public and private. And I do be-
lieve, if we just keep that working-together ap-
proach and keep at it—all opinions, et ce-
tera—and take advantage of this opportunity
where the stars are now aligned as to health
care, and we’ll get it done.

But I was very pleased that you called on
John first, because that—I think it’s the tone
that we have to take here to make sure we’re
working together. Thank you.

The President. Thank you, Max.
Jim, you got any thoughts on this?
Representative James E. Clyburn. Well, I

just wanted to thank you very much, Mr. Pres-
ident, for doing this. I was thinking when you
called on Senator McCain—I came to this
Congress after working for four Governors,
two Democrats and two Republicans. It is re-
markable the things we were able to do in
South Carolina with Jim Edwards, as many of
you may remember, Carroll Campbell, John
West, Dick Riley, simply because he started
thinking about what we needed to do for the
people of our great State.

I think that what we’re doing here today
provides a framework for us to really get some
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things done for the people of our great Nation.
And we can do this. And I’m so pleased that
you’ve set this tone here today. And I
think—[inaudible].

The President. Mike, were you in the health
care panel? Do you want to just add some
thoughts?

Senator Michael B. Enzi. Thank you, Mr.
President. And I too appreciate the effort to
bring these people together. We had both a
number of associations as well as the House and
Senate. And one of the things I want to empha-
size was the deed that Senator Baucus pointed
out to be bipartisan in the start—at the begin-
ning of the process rather than at the end of the
process. To do that—and we do have a task
force set up in the Senate that’s under—Bau-
cus’s heading up, that has had several meetings
already that brought out the issues that—all of
the issues to be put on the table. And the words
not to use, because there are some words that
send us right into the weeds in debate——

The President. Socialized medicine. [Laugh-
ter] Is that one of them?

Sen. Enzi. They’re words from both sides of
the aisle. [Laughter] 

Could we not get into the debate that sends
us in the weeds and stay up on the bigger things
and get the principals together, and then talk to
the stakeholders, and then take it through the
regular Senate process. Is it possible to do that
sort of thing? Senator Kennedy and I and Sena-
tors Baucus and Grassley were in the pensions
debate, and that took an hour of time on the
floor plus two amendments to get that result,
because it went through that very difficult pro-
cess. So I appreciate you including that.

The President. Did we have some representa-
tives from the Chamber or business participat-
ing?

John Castellani. Mr. President, I’m John Cas-
tellani from Business Roundtable. We saw each
other the other day.

I was in the health care discussion. And the
one thing that we all agreed on was that it is ab-
solutely imperative for both fiscal reasons, as
well as personal reasons and competitive rea-
sons, to move forward on health care. We sim-
ply cannot afford as a nation, and we certainly

cannot afford as businesses, to maintain the sta-
tus quo, because it is unsustainable.

And I think, as Bill pointed out and has cer-
tainly been pointed out by the people that were
participating in it, all the Senators and Mem-
bers, there are a lot of good ideas out there. The
time is now to put those good ideas down on a
piece of legislation and move forward so we
have something that delivers quality health care
to everybody in this country in a way that every-
body can afford.

The President. Business leadership I think is
going to be critical. Andy Stern is sitting right to
next to you. Andy, you’ve been working on this
front for a long time. You got some thoughts?

Andy Stern. I mean, I just want to say that I
am sitting next to John, because he and I and
Bill Novelli and others really have built a rela-
tionship over a long period of time, because we
don’t see this as a Democratic problem or a Re-
publican problem; it’s just an American prob-
lem. And it’s time to solve it. And Lee, Scott,
and I and business and labor and others can
come together outside the Congress. It really is
time for the Congress to get this job done, be-
cause the American people need it.

The President. Nice scarf, by the way.
[Laughter]

Mr. Stern. Thanks.
The President. David Walker. Where’s David

at?

Federal Budget

David Walker. Mr. President, it’s an honor to
be here. Thank you for your leadership.

You touched in your remarks on our balance
sheet. As a former Comptroller General of the
United States I can tell you we’re $11 trillion in
the hole on the balance sheet. And the problem
is not the balance sheet, it’s off balance sheet,
$45 trillion in unfunded obligations.

You mentioned in January about the need to
achieve a grand bargain involving budget pro-
cess, Social Security, taxes, health care reform.
You are 110 percent right; we need to do that.
The question is, how do we do it? Candidly, I
think it’s going to take some type of an extraor-
dinary process that engages the American peo-
ple, that provides for fast-track consideration.
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And with your leadership, that can happen.
But that’s what it’s going to take, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Okay. Well, I appreciate
that. And again, when we distribute the notes
coming out of these task forces, I want to
make sure that people are responding, both in
terms of substance, but also in terms of pro-
cess, because we’re going to need both in or-
der to make some progress on this.

Federal Workforce and Retirement

Audience member. Mr. President, it was
kind of a surprise in the procurement group
that was together, we had almost universal rec-
ognition that over the last decade or so, we’ve
overdone, in some cases, outsourcing of criti-
cal Federal requirements, and that means that
in many cases we spend more to hire a con-
tractor or a non-Federal worker than we
would pay to invest in Federal workers.

And so there was universal—Republican,
Democrat, House and Senate, even—[laugh-
ter]——

The President. Nice shot. [Laughter]
Audience member. ——that during this ad-

ministration we need to assess where we can
re-federalize some parts of the workforce, par-
ticularly when it came to people who do get
procurement and oversee the procurement.

Also, that we do have a system which is dis-
advantageous to someone remaining in the
Federal workforce. Our retirement system
pays you less and less the longer you stay.
Yours is flat, by the way, one day when you get
your retirement. [Laughter] But the accrual
system in fact causes people to leave the Fed-
eral workforce to double-dip, rather than be-
ing encouraged, either during their working
time or if we ask them to stay on past their re-
tirement.

So those areas were areas I think we had
good common—your folks—Janet took a lot of
notes, so I think you’re going to see that we
have areas where our committees could work
with you to make those changes. And they are
legislative changes that could save us money.

The President. Which I think would be ter-
rific. I mean, that’s the kind of stuff—it’s not

sexy, but it ends up, over time, making enor-
mous progress.

Anybody else that just wants to—go ahead.

Health Care

Audience member. Thank you. Thank you,
Mr. President. I just want to bring up that in
the health care, we talked a lot about individu-
als and the systems of health care that we have
and looking for places that we can cut. But as a
community organizer, I know that you know
that investing in the community—we look at
the models across the world, and the models in
our country where health care prevails to be
the strongest and where people live the lon-
gest, it’s because they have a community that
has—of support and a community-wide—of
health care.

And I think if we look at access issues for
those from Native American communities, like
mine, or rural America or other places that
create that access with community support
and have the right mid-level service providers
and others that can reach to the smaller com-
munities across America——

The President. That’s important. Yes, go
ahead.

Bipartisanship in Government

Representative Joe L. Barton. Mr. Presi-
dent, thank you for having us here at the
White House. I’m going to take a little bit dif-
ferent approach. Senator Baucus mentioned it
and Chairman Rangel mentioned it, the need
for bipartisanship. I think the House Republi-
cans have shown that when we’re not included
in the decisionmaking, we’re disinclined to
sign off on the solution.

And it’s very easy in the House—it’s set up
to get things done quickly if the majority is
united—to forget about the minority. But if
you really want consensus, I would encourage
you to encourage the Speaker to have a true
open process. This is a good first step, but if
this is all we do, it’s a sterile step.

On the other hand, if you really follow up
and include everybody in the process, you’re
more than likely to get a solution that
everybody signs off on. And I have said or
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stood behind every President since Reagan in
this room at bill signing ceremonies that were
the result of consensus. So I commend you for
doing this.

The President. Well, Joe, I think you’re mak-
ing an important point. And, you know, my re-
sponse, first of all is, I’m not in Congress, so I
don’t want to interject myself too much into
congressional politics. 

Rep. Barton. We’d love you to interject your-
self.

The President. But I do want to make this
point, and I think it’s important: On the one
hand, the majority has to be inclusive; on the
other hand, the minority has to be constructive.

And so to the extent that on many of these is-
sues we are able to break out of sort of the rigid
day-to-day politics and think long term, then
what you should see, I think, is the majority say-
ing, what are your ideas? The minority has got
to then come up with those ideas and not just
want to blow the thing up. And I think that on
some of these issues, we’re going to have some
very real differences and, you know, presum-
ably the majority will prevail unless the minority
can block it. But you’re just going to have differ-
ent philosophical approaches to some of these
problems.

But on the issue that was just raised here on
procurement, on the issues—some of the issues
surrounding health care, the way it cuts isn’t
even going to be Democratic/Republican. It’s
going to be—you know, there may be regional
differences; there may be a whole host of other
differences. And if that’s—if we can stay fo-
cused on solving problems, then I will do what I
can, through my good offices, to encourage the
kind of cooperation you’re encouraging.

Rep. Barton. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Way back there, and then

I’ll—we’ll go right here to Tom, and then prob-
ably that’s going to be it, because I think I’m al-
ready over time.

Go ahead.

Social Security

Heidi Hartmann. Thank you, Mr. President.
Heidi Hartmann, Institute for Women’s Policy
Research. I just wanted to point out that in the
Social Security group, I think there was a fair

amount of concession that, given the demo-
graphic trends, we’re actually going to need to
do some benefit increases for those at the bot-
tom, where we may see poverty increase be-
cause we’re going to have more older unmar-
ried women, more older minority people. And
there was even, I think, a fair amount of con-
sensus that, therefore, we will need to see reve-
nue increases going into the system. So I
thought there was a surprising amount of con-
sensus in the Social Security group.

The President. Okay, good. 
Tom.

Bipartisanship in Government

Senator Thomas R. Carper. To tack on what
a bunch of others have said, thanks very, very
much for bringing us together.

A couple of people have said to me, coming
into the meeting, that why is the President con-
tinuing to reach out to the minority? And
their—I think the answer lies in part—a couple
weeks ago, the minister in our church gave a
sermon that was based on the parable of the
sower—the sower of the seeds. You may recall
that in your—some of the seeds were sown in
stony ground and rough ground and some of
the seeds were sown in places that had thorns,
some of the seeds were sown in the—in shallow
soil and nothing much came out of it. But some
of the seeds were sown in fertile soil and multi-
plied a hundredfold.

I urge you to continue to reach out not just to
Democrats in the House and Senate, but to
continue to reach out to Republicans in both
Chambers, as well, because some of that will
fall in fertile soil. And when it does, the minori-
ty has a responsibility, as you suggest——

The President. Well, I will certainly do that,
Tom, because I’m just a glutton for punish-
ment. [Laughter] I’m going to keep on talking
to Eric Cantor. Some day, sooner or later, he is
going to say, “Boy, Obama had a good idea.”
[Laughter] It’s going to happen. You watch, you
watch. [Laughter]

Well, look, just in closing, again, the sooner
everybody can respond to our report coming
out of each of these groups, the sooner then we
can circulate a summary of everything that
happened, and then start speaking with you
143



Feb. 23 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
individually and in groups about moving the
process forward.

One last point I want to make, just because
I think that from the press perspective,
there—I was reading some of the newspapers
today, and there was this sense of a—that may-
be we were doing a pivot because we had just
moved forward on the recovery package, now
we’re talking about fiscal responsibility; how
did those two things match up?

I just want to be very clear about this. I’ve
said it to the Governors this morning, and I’ve
said it to my staff in the past: We chose to
move forward on a recovery package because
there was a strong sense among the vast major-
ity of economists that if we did not try to fill a
$1 trillion-a-year hole in demand, because of
the drastic pulling back of businesses and con-
sumers, that the recession would get worse,
unemployment would increase, and as a con-
sequence, tax revenues would go down and
the long-term deficit and debt projections
would be even higher. That was the basis for
the decision.

It was not ideologically driven. I have no in-
terest in making Government bigger for the
sake of it. I’ve got more than enough on my
plate, as Lindsey knows, between Afghanistan
and Iraq and issues of terrorism, that if the pri-
vate sector was just humming along and we
could just make Government more efficient
and not have to worry about this financial cri-
sis, I would love that. But that’s not the cir-
cumstance we find ourselves in, so I made the
best judgment about the need for us to move
forward on a recovery package.

There were some differences, significant
differences between the parties about this. I
would suggest that if you look at the differenc-
es, they amounted to maybe 10, maybe 15 per-
cent of the total package. There wasn’t a lot of
argument about countercyclical payments to
States to make sure that people had extended
unemployment insurance or food stamps.
There wasn’t a lot of disagreement about some

of the infrastructure that needs to be repaired,
and there wasn’t a lot of disagreement on the
tax cut front; 15–20 percent of it there were
some disagreements about.

But the reason I make this point is that if
we’re going to be successful moving forward,
it’s important for us to distinguish between le-
gitimate policy differences and our politics.
And the reason that there is no contradiction,
from my perspective, in doing the recovery
package first, but now focusing on the medium
and long term, is because our hope is that this
economy starts recovering. We will have taken
a hit, in terms of our debt and our deficit. But
as Bob Greenstein said, the recovery package
will account for about one-tenth of 1 percent
of our long-term debt. The real problems are
the structural deficits and the structural debt
that we’ve been accumulating and all of us are
complicit in.

So we’ve got to get that taken care of. We
would have had to take—get it taken care of
whether or not there was a recession; this just
underscores the urgency of it. And I’m hopeful
that we move forward in that spirit in the days
and weeks and months to come.

So thank you, everybody. Appreciate it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:04 p.m. in
Room 450 at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to economist Douglas J. Holtz-Eakin;
William D. Novelli, chief executive officer,
American Association of Retired Persons; John
J. Castellani, president, Business Roundtable;
Andy Stern, president, Service Employees In-
ternational Union; David Walker, president
and chief executive officer, Peter G. Peterson
Foundation; and Robert Greenstein, founder
and executive director, Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities. Sen. McCain referred to Sec-
retary of Homeland Security Janet A. Napoli-
tano. Rep. Rangel referred to Secretary of the
Treasury Timothy F. Geithner. 
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Taro Aso of Japan and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 24, 2009

President Obama. Well, I would just like to
say welcome to the Prime Minister. Obviously,
the friendship between the United States and
Japan is extraordinarily important to our coun-
try. It is for that reason that the Prime Minister
is the first foreign dignitary to visit me here in
the Oval Office. I think it’s a testimony to the
strong partnership between the United States
and Japan.

The alliance that we have is the cornerstone
of security in East Asia. It’s one that my admin-
istration wants to strengthen. We think that we
have an opportunity to work together not only
on issues related to the Pacific rim but through-
out the world, and Japan has been a great part-
ner on issues ranging from climate change to
Afghanistan. We’re going to have a very busy
session, and I’m very grateful that the Prime
Minister agreed to come, and I’m looking for-
ward to a very constructive dialog.

Prime Minister Aso. Do I have to say some-
thing? Well, first of all, thank you very much for
inviting a foreign official, a foreign guest, to the

White House. On behalf of not only Japan but
as a nation, we are very honored to be here as
the first of foreign guests.

Nowadays there are so many issues we will
have to fight against, and we are the number
one and second biggest economies of the world;
we will have to work together, hand in hand.
And I think we are the only two nations which
can offer enough to solve those very critical, vi-
tal issue of the world. I do hope our cooperation
will help for the future generation of the world.

President Obama. All right. Thank you, guys.

The President’s Meeting With Prime Minister Aso

Q. Why Japan?
President Obama. It’s a great partner, and as

I said, a cornerstone of security as well as one of
our strongest economic partners. Thank you
very much, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. 

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress
February 24, 2009

Madam Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Mem-
bers of Congress, the First Lady of the United
States—she’s around here somewhere: I have
come here tonight not only to address the dis-
tinguished men and women in this great Cham-
ber, but to speak frankly and directly to the men
and women who sent us here.

I know that for many Americans watching
right now, the state of our economy is a concern
that rises above all others, and rightly so. If you
haven’t been personally affected by this reces-
sion, you probably know someone who has: a
friend, a neighbor, a member of your family.
You don’t need to hear another list of statistics
to know that our economy is in crisis, because
you live it every day. It’s the worry you wake up
with and the source of sleepless nights. It’s the
job you thought you’d retire from but now have

lost, the business you built your dreams upon
that’s now hanging by a thread, the college ac-
ceptance letter your child had to put back in the
envelope. The impact of this recession is real,
and it is everywhere.

But while our economy may be weakened
and our confidence shaken, though we are liv-
ing through difficult and uncertain times, to-
night I want every American to know this: We
will rebuild, we will recover, and the United
States of America will emerge stronger than be-
fore.

The weight of this crisis will not determine
the destiny of this Nation. The answers to our
problems don’t lie beyond our reach. They exist
in our laboratories and our universities, in our
fields and our factories, in the imaginations of
our entrepreneurs and the pride of the hardest
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working people on Earth. Those qualities that
have made America the greatest force of prog-
ress and prosperity in human history, we still
possess in ample measure. What is required
now is for this country to pull together, con-
front boldly the challenges we face, and take
responsibility for our future once more.

Now, if we’re honest with ourselves, we’ll
admit that for too long, we have not always
met these responsibilities as a Government or
as a people. I say this not to lay blame or to
look backwards, but because it is only by un-
derstanding how we arrived at this moment
that we’ll be able to lift ourselves out of this
predicament. 

The fact is, our economy did not fall into
decline overnight, nor did all of our problems
begin when the housing market collapsed or
the stock market sank. We have known for de-
cades that our survival depends on finding new
sources of energy, yet we import more oil to-
day than ever before. The cost of health care
eats up more and more of our savings each
year, yet we keep delaying reform. Our chil-
dren will compete for jobs in a global economy
that too many of our schools do not prepare
them for. And though all these challenges
went unsolved, we still managed to spend
more money and pile up more debt, both as
individuals and through our Government, than
ever before. 

In other words, we have lived through an
era where too often short-term gains were
prized over long-term prosperity, where we
failed to look beyond the next payment, the
next quarter, or the next election. A surplus
became an excuse to transfer wealth to the
wealthy instead of an opportunity to invest in
our future. Regulations were gutted for the
sake of a quick profit at the expense of a
healthy market. People bought homes they
knew they couldn’t afford from banks and
lenders who pushed those bad loans anyway.
And all the while, critical debates and difficult
decisions were put off for some other time, on
some other day. Well, that day of reckoning
has arrived, and the time to take charge of our
future is here.

Now is the time to act boldly and wisely to
not only revive this economy, but to build a

new foundation for lasting prosperity. Now is
the time to jump-start job creation, restart
lending, and invest in areas like energy, health
care, and education that will grow our econo-
my, even as we make hard choices to bring our
deficit down. That is what my economic agen-
da is designed to do, and that is what I’d like to
talk to you about tonight. It’s an agenda that
begins with jobs. 

As soon as I took office, I asked this Con-
gress to send me a recovery plan by Presi-
dent’s Day that would put people back to work
and put money in their pockets, not because I
believe in bigger Government—I don’t—not
because I’m not mindful of the massive debt
we’ve inherited—I am. I called for action be-
cause the failure to do so would have cost
more jobs and caused more hardship. In fact, a
failure to act would have worsened our long-
term deficit by assuring weak economic
growth for years. And that’s why I pushed for
quick action. And tonight I am grateful that
this Congress delivered and pleased to say that
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
is now law. 

Over the next 2 years, this plan will save or
create 3.5 million jobs. More than 90 percent
of these jobs will be in the private sector: jobs
rebuilding our roads and bridges, constructing
wind turbines and solar panels, laying broad-
band and expanding mass transit. 

Because of this plan, there are teachers who
can now keep their jobs and educate our kids,
health care professionals can continue caring
for our sick. There are 57 police officers who
are still on the streets of Minneapolis tonight
because this plan prevented the layoffs their
department was about to make. Because of
this plan, 95 percent of working households in
America will receive a tax cut; a tax cut that
you will see in your paychecks beginning on
April 1st. Because of this plan, families who
are struggling to pay tuition costs will receive a
$2,500 tax credit for all 4 years of college, and
Americans who have lost their jobs in this re-
cession will be able to receive extended unem-
ployment benefits and continued health care
coverage to help them weather this storm.

Now, I know there are some in this Cham-
ber and watching at home who are skeptical of
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whether this plan will work, and I understand
that skepticism. Here in Washington, we’ve all
seen how quickly good intentions can turn into
broken promises and wasteful spending. And
with a plan of this scale comes enormous re-
sponsibility to get it right.

And that’s why I’ve asked Vice President
Biden to lead a tough, unprecedented oversight
effort; because nobody messes with Joe. I—am
I right? They don’t mess with him. I have told
each of my Cabinet, as well as mayors and Gov-
ernors across the country, that they will be held
accountable by me and the American people for
every dollar they spend. I’ve appointed a proven
and aggressive Inspector General to ferret out
any and all cases of waste and fraud. And we
have created a new web site called recov-
ery.gov, so that every American can find out
how and where their money is being spent.

So the recovery plan we passed is the first
step in getting our economy back on track. But
it is just the first step. Because even if we man-
age this plan flawlessly, there will be no real re-
covery unless we clean up the credit crisis that
has severely weakened our financial system.

I want to speak plainly and candidly about
this issue tonight, because every American
should know that it directly affects you and your
family’s well-being. You should also know that
the money you’ve deposited in banks across the
country is safe, your insurance is secure, you
can rely on the continued operation of our fi-
nancial system. That’s not the source of con-
cern. The concern is that if we do not restart
lending in this country, our recovery will be
choked off before it even begins. 

You see, the flow of credit is the lifeblood of
our economy. The ability to get a loan is how
you finance the purchase of everything from a
home to a car to a college education, how stores
stock their shelves, farms buy equipment, and
businesses make payroll.

But credit has stopped flowing the way it
should. Too many bad loans from the housing
crisis have made their way onto the books of too
many banks. And with so much debt and so lit-
tle confidence, these banks are now fearful of
lending out any more money to households, to
businesses, or even to each other. And when
there is no lending, families can’t afford to buy

homes or cars, so businesses are forced to make
layoffs. Our economy suffers even more, and
credit dries up even further. That is why this ad-
ministration is moving swiftly and aggressively
to break this destructive cycle, to restore confi-
dence, and restart lending. And we will do so in
several ways. 

First, we are creating a new lending fund that
represents the largest effort ever to help pro-
vide auto loans, college loans, and small-busi-
ness loans to the consumers and entrepreneurs
who keep this economy running.

Second, we have launched a housing plan
that will help responsible families facing the
threat of foreclosure lower their monthly pay-
ments and refinance their mortgages. It’s a plan
that won’t help speculators or that neighbor
down the street who bought a house he could
never hope to afford, but it will help millions of
Americans who are struggling with declining
home values; Americans who will now be able
to take advantage of the lower interest rates that
this plan has already helped to bring about. In
fact, the average family who refinances today
can save nearly $2,000 per year on their mort-
gage. 

Third, we will act with the full force of the
Federal Government to ensure that the major
banks that Americans depend on have enough
confidence and enough money to lend even in
more difficult times. And when we learn that a
major bank has serious problems, we will hold
accountable those responsible, force the neces-
sary adjustments, provide the support to clean
up their balance sheets, and assure the continu-
ity of a strong, viable institution that can serve
our people and our economy. 

Now, I understand that on any given day,
Wall Street may be more comforted by an ap-
proach that gives bank bailouts with no strings
attached and that holds nobody accountable for
their reckless decisions. But such an approach
won’t solve the problem, and our goal is to
quicken the day when we restart lending to the
American people and American business and
end this crisis once and for all.

And I intend to hold these banks fully ac-
countable for the assistance they receive, and
this time, they will have to clearly demonstrate
how taxpayer dollars result in more lending for
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the American taxpayer. This time, CEOs won’t
be able to use taxpayer money to pad their
paychecks or buy fancy drapes or disappear on
a private jet. Those days are over.

Still, this plan will require significant re-
sources from the Federal Government—and,
yes, probably more than we’ve already set
aside. But while the cost of action will be
great, I can assure you that the cost of inaction
will be far greater, for it could result in an
economy that sputters along for not months or
years, but perhaps a decade. That would be
worse for our deficit, worse for business, worse
for you, and worse for the next generation.
And I refuse to let that happen.

Now, I understand that when the last ad-
ministration asked this Congress to provide as-
sistance for struggling banks, Democrats and
Republicans alike were infuriated by the mis-
management and the results that followed. So
were the American taxpayers; so was I. So I
know how unpopular it is to be seen as helping
banks right now, especially when everyone is
suffering in part from their bad decisions. I
promise you, I get it. 

But I also know that in a time of crisis, we
cannot afford to govern out of anger or yield to
the politics of the moment. My job—our job is
to solve the problem. Our job is to govern with
a sense of responsibility. I will not send—I will
not spend a single penny for the purpose of re-
warding a single Wall Street executive, but I
will do whatever it takes to help the small busi-
ness that can’t pay its workers or the family
that has saved and still can’t get a mortgage.
That’s what this is about. It’s not about helping
banks; it’s about helping people. [Applause]

It’s not about helping banks; it’s about help-
ing people. Because when credit is available
again, that young family can finally buy a new
home. And then some company will hire work-
ers to build it. And then those workers will
have money to spend. And if they can get a
loan too, maybe they’ll finally buy that car or
open their own business. Investors will return
to the market, and American families will see
their retirement secured once more. Slowly
but surely, confidence will return and our
economy will recover.

So I ask this Congress to join me in doing
whatever proves necessary, because we cannot
consign our Nation to an open-ended reces-
sion. And to ensure that a crisis of this magni-
tude never happens again, I ask Congress to
move quickly on legislation that will finally re-
form our outdated regulatory system. It is time
to put in place tough, new, commonsense
rules of the road so that our financial market
rewards drive and innovation, and punishes
shortcuts and abuse. 

The recovery plan and the financial stability
plan are the immediate steps we’re taking to
revive our economy in the short term. But the
only way to fully restore America’s economic
strength is to make the long-term investments
that will lead to new jobs, new industries, and
a renewed ability to compete with the rest of
the world. The only way this century will be
another American century is if we confront at
last the price of our dependence on oil and the
high cost of health care, the schools that aren’t
preparing our children and the mountain of
debt they stand to inherit. That is our respon-
sibility.

In the next few days, I will submit a budget
to Congress. So often, we’ve come to view
these documents as simply numbers on a page
or a laundry list of programs. I see this docu-
ment differently. I see it as a vision for Ameri-
ca, as a blueprint for our future.

My budget does not attempt to solve every
problem or address every issue. It reflects the
stark reality of what we’ve inherited, a trillion-
dollar deficit, a financial crisis, and a costly re-
cession. Given these realities, everyone in this
Chamber, Democrats and Republicans, will
have to sacrifice some worthy priorities for
which there are no dollars. And that includes
me. But that does not mean we can afford to
ignore our long-term challenges. I reject the
view that says our problems will simply take
care of themselves, that says Government has
no role in laying the foundation for our com-
mon prosperity.

For history tells a different story. History
reminds us that at every moment of economic
upheaval and transformation, this Nation has
responded with bold action and big ideas. In
the midst of Civil War, we laid railroad tracks
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from one coast to another that spurred com-
merce and industry. From the turmoil of the In-
dustrial Revolution came a system of public
high schools that prepared our citizens for a
new age. In the wake of war and depression, the
GI bill sent a generation to college and created
the largest middle class in history. And a twi-
light struggle for freedom led to a nation of
highways, an American on the Moon, and an ex-
plosion of technology that still shapes our
world. In each case, Government didn’t sup-
plant private enterprise; it catalyzed private en-
terprise. It created the conditions for thousands
of entrepreneurs and new businesses to adapt
and to thrive. 

We are a nation that has seen promise amid
peril and claimed opportunity from ordeal.
Now we must be that nation again, and that is
why, even as it cuts back on programs we don’t
need, the budget I submit will invest in the
three areas that are absolutely critical to our
economic future: energy, health care, and edu-
cation. 

It begins with energy. We know the country
that harnesses the power of clean, renewable
energy will lead the 21st century. And yet, it is
China that has launched the largest effort in
history to make their economy energy efficient.
We invented solar technology, but we’ve fallen
behind countries like Germany and Japan in
producing it. New plug-in hybrids roll off our
assembly lines, but they will run on batteries
made in Korea. Well, I do not accept a future
where the jobs and industries of tomorrow take
root beyond our borders, and I know you don’t
either. It is time for America to lead again. 

Thanks to our recovery plan, we will double
this Nation’s supply of renewable energy in the
next 3 years. We’ve also made the largest invest-
ment in basic research funding in American his-
tory, an investment that will spur not only new
discoveries in energy but breakthroughs in
medicine and science and technology. 

We will soon lay down thousands of miles of
power lines that can carry new energy to cities
and towns across this country. And we will put
Americans to work making our homes and
buildings more efficient so that we can save bil-
lions of dollars on our energy bills. 

But to truly transform our economy, to pro-
tect our security, and save our planet from the
ravages of climate change, we need to ultimate-
ly make clean, renewable energy the profitable
kind of energy. So I ask this Congress to send
me legislation that places a market-based cap
on carbon pollution and drives the production
of more renewable energy in America. That’s
what we need. And to support that innovation,
we will invest $15 billion a year to develop tech-
nologies like wind power and solar power, ad-
vanced biofuels, clean coal, and more efficient
cars and trucks built right here in America.

Speaking of our auto industry, everyone rec-
ognizes that years of bad decisionmaking and a
global recession have pushed our automakers to
the brink. We should not, and will not, protect
them from their own bad practices. But we are
committed to the goal of a retooled, reimagined
auto industry that can compete and win. Mil-
lions of jobs depend on it; scores of communi-
ties depend on it. And I believe the Nation that
invented the automobile cannot walk away from
it.

Now, none of this will come without cost, nor
will it be easy. But this is America. We don’t do
what’s easy. We do what’s necessary to move
this country forward. 

And for that same reason, we must also ad-
dress the crushing cost of health care. This is a
cost that now causes a bankruptcy in America
every 30 seconds. By the end of the year, it
could cause 1.5 million Americans to lose their
homes. In the last 8 years, premiums have
grown four times faster than wages. And in each
of these years, 1 million more Americans have
lost their health insurance. It is one of the major
reasons why small businesses close their doors
and corporations ship jobs overseas. And it’s
one of the largest and fastest growing parts of
our budget. Given these facts, we can no longer
afford to put health care reform on hold. We
can’t afford to do it. It’s time. 

Already, we’ve done more to advance the
cause of health care reform in the last 30 days
than we’ve done in the last decade. When it was
days old, this Congress passed a law to provide
and protect health insurance for 11 million
American children whose parents work full
time. Our recovery plan will invest in electronic
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health records, a new technology that will re-
duce errors, bring down costs, ensure privacy,
and save lives. It will launch a new effort to
conquer a disease that has touched the life of
nearly every American, including me, by seek-
ing a cure for cancer in our time. And it makes
the largest investment ever in preventive care,
because that’s one of the best ways to keep our
people healthy and our costs under control. 

This budget builds on these reforms. It in-
cludes a historic commitment to comprehen-
sive health care reform, a down payment on
the principle that we must have quality, af-
fordable health care for every American. It’s a
commitment that’s paid for in part by efficien-
cies in our system that are long overdue. And
it’s a step we must take if we hope to bring
down our deficit in the years to come.

Now, there will be many different opinions
and ideas about how to achieve reform, and
that’s why I’m bringing together businesses
and workers, doctors and health care provid-
ers, Democrats and Republicans to begin work
on this issue next week.

I suffer no illusions that this will be an easy
process. Once again, it will be hard. But I also
know that nearly a century after Teddy Roos-
evelt first called for reform, the cost of our
health care has weighed down our economy
and our conscience long enough. So let there
be no doubt: Health care reform cannot wait,
it must not wait, and it will not wait another
year. 

The third challenge we must address is the
urgent need to expand the promise of educa-
tion in America. In a global economy where
the most valuable skill you can sell is your
knowledge, a good education is no longer just
a pathway to opportunity, it is a prerequisite.
Right now, three-quarters of the fastest grow-
ing occupations require more than a high
school diploma. And yet, just over half of our
citizens have that level of education. We have
one of the highest high school dropout rates of
any industrialized nation, and half of the stu-
dents who begin college never finish. 

This is a prescription for economic decline,
because we know the countries that out-teach
us today will outcompete us tomorrow. That is
why it will be the goal of this administration to

ensure that every child has access to a com-
plete and competitive education, from the day
they are born to the day they begin a career.
That is a promise we have to make to the chil-
dren of America. 

Already, we’ve made historic investment in
education through the economic recovery
plan. We’ve dramatically expanded early child-
hood education and will continue to improve
its quality, because we know that the most for-
mative learning comes in those first years of
life. We’ve made college affordable for nearly
7 million more students—7 million. And we
have provided the resources necessary to pre-
vent painful cuts and teacher layoffs that
would set back our children’s progress.

But we know that our schools don’t just
need more resources, they need more reform.
And that is why this budget creates new teach-
ers—new incentives for teacher performance,
pathways for advancement, and rewards for
success. We’ll invest in innovative programs
that are already helping schools meet high
standards and close achievement gaps, and we
will expand our commitment to charter
schools. 

It is our responsibility as lawmakers and as
educators to make this system work. But it is
the responsibility of every citizen to partici-
pate in it. So tonight I ask every American to
commit to at least 1 year or more of higher ed-
ucation or career training. This can be com-
munity college or a 4-year school, vocational
training or an apprenticeship. But whatever
the training may be, every American will need
to get more than a high school diploma. 

And dropping out of high school is no lon-
ger an option. It’s not just quitting on yourself,
it’s quitting on your country, and this country
needs and values the talents of every Ameri-
can. That’s why we will support—we will pro-
vide the support necessary for all young Amer-
icans to complete college and meet a new goal.
By 2020, America will once again have the
highest proportion of college graduates in the
world. That is a goal we can meet. That’s a goal
we can meet. 

Now, I know that the price of tuition is
higher than ever, which is why if you are will-
ing to volunteer in your neighborhood or give
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back to your community or serve your country,
we will make sure that you can afford a higher
education. And to encourage a renewed spirit of
national service for this and future generations,
I ask Congress to send me the bipartisan legisla-
tion that bears the name of Senator Orrin
Hatch, as well as an American who has never
stopped asking what he can do for his country,
Senator Edward Kennedy. 

These education policies will open the doors
of opportunity for our children, but it is up to us
to ensure they walk through them. In the end,
there is no program or policy that can substitute
for a parent, for a mother or father who will at-
tend those parent-teacher conferences or help
with homework or turn off the TV, put away the
video games, read to their child. I speak to you
not just as a President, but as a father, when I
say that responsibility for our children’s educa-
tion must begin at home. That is not a Demo-
cratic issue or a Republican issue; that’s an
American issue.

There is, of course, another responsibility we
have to our children. And that’s the responsibil-
ity to ensure that we do not pass on to them a
debt they cannot pay. That is critical. [Ap-
plause] I agree, absolutely. See, I know we can
get some consensus in here. [Laughter] With
the deficit we inherited, the cost of the crisis we
face, and the long-term challenges we must
meet, it has never been more important to en-
sure that as our economy recovers, we do what
it takes to bring this deficit down. That is criti-
cal. 

Now, I’m proud that we passed a recovery
plan free of earmarks, and I want to pass a bud-
get next year that ensures that each dollar we
spend reflects only our most important national
priorities. 

And yesterday I held a fiscal summit where I
pledged to cut the deficit in half by the end of
my first term in office. My administration has
also begun to go line by line through the Feder-
al budget in order to eliminate wasteful and in-
effective programs. As you can imagine, this is a
process that will take some time. But we have
already identified $2 trillion in savings over the
next decade. 

In this budget, we will end education pro-
grams that don’t work and end direct payments

to large agribusiness that don’t need them.
We’ll eliminate the no-bid contracts that have
wasted billions in Iraq and reform our defense
budget so that we’re not paying for cold war-era
weapons systems we don’t use. We will root out
the waste and fraud and abuse in our Medicare
program that doesn’t make our seniors any
healthier. We will restore a sense of fairness
and balance to our Tax Code by finally ending
the tax breaks for corporations that ship our
jobs overseas. 

In order to save our children from a future of
debt, we will also end the tax breaks for the
wealthiest 2 percent of Americans. Now, let me
be clear—let me be absolutely clear, because I
know you’ll end up hearing some of the same
claims that rolling back these tax breaks means
a massive tax increase on the American people:
If your family earns less than $250,000 a year, a
quarter million dollars a year, you will not see
your taxes increased a single dime. I repeat: Not
one single dime. In fact—not a dime—in fact,
the recovery plan provides a tax cut—that’s
right, a tax cut—for 95 percent of working fami-
lies. And by the way, these checks are on the
way.

Now, to preserve our long-term fiscal health,
we must also address the growing costs in
Medicare and Social Security. Comprehensive
health care reform is the best way to strengthen
Medicare for years to come. And we must also
begin a conversation on how to do the same for
Social Security, while creating tax-free universal
savings accounts for all Americans. 

Finally, because we’re also suffering from a
deficit of trust, I am committed to restoring a
sense of honesty and accountability to our bud-
get. That is why this budget looks ahead 10
years and accounts for spending that was left
out under the old rules. And for the first time,
that includes the full cost of fighting in Iraq and
Afghanistan. For 7 years, we have been a nation
at war. No longer will we hide its price. 

Along with our outstanding national security
team, I’m now carefully reviewing our policies
in both wars, and I will soon announce a way
forward in Iraq that leaves Iraq to its people
and responsibly ends this war. 

And with our friends and allies, we will forge
a new and comprehensive strategy for
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Afghanistan and Pakistan to defeat Al Qaida
and combat extremism, because I will not
allow terrorists to plot against the American
people from safe havens halfway around the
world. We will not allow it. 

As we meet here tonight, our men and
women in uniform stand watch abroad and
more are readying to deploy. To each and ev-
ery one of them and to the families who bear
the quiet burden of their absence, Americans
are united in sending one message: We honor
your service; we are inspired by your sacrifice;
and you have our unyielding support. 

To relieve the strain on our forces, my bud-
get increases the number of our soldiers and
marines. And to keep our sacred trust with
those who serve, we will raise their pay and
give our veterans the expanded health care
and benefits that they have earned. 

To overcome extremism, we must also be
vigilant in upholding the values our troops de-
fend, because there is no force in the world
more powerful than the example of America.
And that is why I have ordered the closing of
the detention center at Guantanamo Bay and
will seek swift and certain justice for captured
terrorists. Because living our values doesn’t
make us weaker, it makes us safer and it makes
us stronger. And that is why I can stand here
tonight and say without exception or equivoca-
tion that the United States of America does
not torture. We can make that commitment
here tonight.

In words and deeds, we are showing the
world that a new era of engagement has be-
gun. For we know that America cannot meet
the threats of this century alone, but the world
cannot meet them without America. We can-
not shun the negotiating table, nor ignore the
foes or forces that could do us harm. We are
instead called to move forward with the sense
of confidence and candor that serious times
demand. 

To seek progress towards a secure and last-
ing peace between Israel and her neighbors,
we have appointed an envoy to sustain our ef-
fort. To meet the challenges of the 21st centu-
ry—from terrorism to nuclear proliferation,
from pandemic disease to cyber threats to
crushing poverty—we will strengthen old alli-

ances, forge new ones, and use all elements of
our national power. 

And to respond to an economic crisis that is
global in scope, we are working with the na-
tions of the G–20 to restore confidence in our
financial system, avoid the possibility of esca-
lating protectionism, and spur demand for
American goods in markets across the globe.
For the world depends on us having a strong
economy, just as our economy depends on the
strength of the world’s.

As we stand at this crossroads of history, the
eyes of all people in all nations are once again
upon us, watching to see what we do with this
moment, waiting for us to lead. Those of us
gathered here tonight have been called to gov-
ern in extraordinary times. It is a tremendous
burden, but also a great privilege, one that has
been entrusted to few generations of Ameri-
cans. For in our hands lies the ability to shape
our world for good or for ill. 

I know that it’s easy to lose sight of this
truth, to become cynical and doubtful, con-
sumed with the petty and the trivial. But in my
life, I have also learned that hope is found in
unlikely places, that inspiration often comes
not from those with the most power or celebri-
ty, but from the dreams and aspirations of or-
dinary Americans who are anything but ordi-
nary. 

I think of Leonard Abess, a bank president
from Miami who reportedly cashed out of his
company, took a $60 million bonus, and gave it
out to all 399 people who worked for him, plus
another 72 who used to work for him. He
didn’t tell anyone, but when the local newspa-
per found out, he simply said, “I knew some of
these people since I was 7 years old. It didn’t
feel right getting the money myself.”

I think about Greensburg, Kansas, a town
that was completely destroyed by a tornado,
but is being rebuilt by its residents as a global
example of how clean energy can power an en-
tire community, how it can bring jobs and
businesses to a place where piles of bricks and
rubble once lay. “The tragedy was terrible,”
said one of the men who helped them rebuild.
“But the folks here know that it also provided
an incredible opportunity.” 
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I think about Ty’Sheoma Bethea, the young
girl from that school I visited in Dillon, South
Carolina, a place where the ceilings leak, the
paint peels off the walls, and they have to stop
teaching six times a day because the train bar-
rels by their classroom. She had been told that
her school is hopeless, but the other day after
class she went to the public library and typed up
a letter to the people sitting in this Chamber.
She even asked her principal for the money to
buy a stamp. The letter asks us for help and
says: “We are just students trying to become
lawyers, doctors, Congressmen like yourself,
and one day President, so we can make a
change to not just the State of South Carolina,
but also the world. We are not quitters.” That’s
what she said: “We are not quitters.”

These words and these stories tell us some-
thing about the spirit of the people who sent us
here. They tell us that even in the most trying
times, amid the most difficult circumstances,
there is a generosity, a resilience, a decency,
and a determination that perseveres, a willing-
ness to take responsibility for our future and for
posterity. Their resolve must be our inspiration.
Their concerns must be our cause. And we
must show them and all our people that we are
equal to the task before us. 

I know—look, I know that we haven’t agreed
on every issue thus far. [Laughter] There are
surely times in the future where we will part

ways. But I also know that every American who
is sitting here tonight loves this country and
wants it to succeed. I know that. That must be
the starting point for every debate we have in
the coming months and where we return after
those debates are done. That is the foundation
on which the American people expect us to
build common ground. 

And if we do, if we come together and lift
this Nation from the depths of this crisis, if we
put our people back to work and restart the en-
gine of our prosperity, if we confront without
fear the challenges of our time and summon
that enduring spirit of an America that does not
quit, then someday years from now our children
can tell their children that this was the time
when we performed, in the words that are
carved into this very Chamber, “something wor-
thy to be remembered.” 

Thank you. God bless you, and may God
bless the United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 p.m. in the
House Chamber of the U.S. Capitol. In his re-
marks, he referred to Interior Department In-
spector General Earl E. Devaney, Chair, Re-
covery Accountability and Transparency Board;
and U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace
George J. Mitchell. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks on the Nomination of Gary F. Locke To Be Secretary of Commerce
February 25, 2009

President Obama. Good morning, everybody.
Last night, I outlined my vision for our common
future, one in which we accept the responsibili-
ty to act boldly and wisely to confront the ex-
traordinary challenges of our times, put people
back to work doing the work America needs
done, and lay a new foundation for America’s
growth and prosperity.

Today I’m pleased to announce that I’m fill-
ing out my economic team with a man who
shares that vision and who will play a key role in
carrying it out as my Secretary of Commerce,
Governor Gary Locke.

Now, I’m sure it’s not lost on anyone that
we’ve tried this a couple of times, but I’m a big

believer in keeping at something until you get it
right. And Gary is the right man for this job.

Sometimes the American story can be told in
the span of a single mile. More than 100 years
ago, Gary’s grandfather left China on a steam-
ship bound for America. He had no family here.
He spoke no English. He found work as a ser-
vant and purpose in a dream. He raised a son,
Gary’s father, who would go on to fight in
World War II, return home and open a grocery
store, and later raise a family of his own.

And Gary didn’t learn English until he was
five, but he earned the rank of Eagle Scout,
worked his way through Yale University with
the help of scholarships and student loans, and
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got a law degree. He returned to Washington
State and served as a prosecutor, a State repre-
sentative, chief executive of one of the most
populous counties in the United States, and fi-
nally, as Governor in the State capitol building
not 1 mile from the home where his grandfa-
ther worked as a servant all those years ago.

So Gary knows the American Dream; he’s
lived it. And that’s why he shares my commit-
ment to do whatever it takes to keep it alive in
our time.

Because somewhere in America, another
small-business owner is hard at work on the
next big idea and dreaming big dreams for his
grandchild; a scientist is on the cusp of the
next breakthrough discovery; an entrepreneur
is sketching designs for the startup that will
revolutionize an industry. Our economic crisis
has put these plans at risk, but it has not
dimmed the dreams that inspired them.

And that’s why we’ve put a recovery plan in-
to action that will save or create 3½  million
jobs over the next 2 years. That’s why the vast
majority of these jobs, 90 percent, will be cre-
ated in the private sector, because we know
that business, not government, is the engine of
growth in this country.

It is entrepreneurship and industry that are
the wellsprings of an economy that has been
the greatest force of progress and prosperity in
human history. It is America’s workers and
businesses that employ them that will deter-
mine our economic destiny. It is the task of the
Department of Commerce to help create con-
ditions in which our workers can prosper, our
businesses can thrive, and our economy can
grow.

That’s what Gary did in Washington State,
convincing businesses to set up shop and cre-
ate the jobs of the 21st century, jobs in science
and technology, agriculture and energy, jobs
that pay well and can’t be shipped overseas.

That’s what he did by establishing favorable
markets abroad where Washington State’s
businesses could sell their products. That’s
what he did by unleashing powerful partner-
ships between State and local governments,
between labor and business, all with an eye to-
wards prosperity and progress for all those in
his State who had dreams of their own.

So Gary will be a trusted voice in my Cabi-
net, a tireless advocate for our economic com-
petitiveness, and an influential ambassador for
American industry who will help us do every-
thing we can—especially now—to promote
our industry around the world. I’m grateful
he’s agreed to leave one Washington for an-
other. I’m looking forward to having him on
my team as we continue the work of turning
our economy around and bringing about a
stronger, more prosperous future for all Amer-
icans.

Ladies and gentlemen, I want to introduce
to you an outstanding public servant, some-
body I’m certain will be a great Secretary of
Commerce, Gary Locke.

[At this point, Secretary-designate Locke made
brief remarks.]

President Obama. Congratulations. You’re
going to be great.

Secretary-designate Locke. Thank you.
President Obama. All right, thank you ev-

erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to James Locke, father of Secretary-
designate Locke. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Secretary-designate Locke. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Economic Advisers
February 25, 2009

Hello, everybody. This afternoon I met with
members of my economic team and some key
leaders in Congress to discuss the threats to
our financial markets in this new century and

how we must transform our regulatory system
to meet them.

In recent months, we’ve seen turmoil on
Wall Street like we haven’t seen in decades, as
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major financial institutions have faltered or
been sold off. And we have seen the fallout on
Main Street, as the market crisis became a cred-
it crisis, and families struggle to get loans to buy
a home or a car, to start a small business or to
pay for college.

This financial crisis was not inevitable. It
happened when Wall Street wrongly presumed
the markets would continuously rise, and traded
in complex financial products without fully eval-
uating the risks. Here in Washington, our regu-
lations lagged behind changes in our markets,
and too often, regulators failed to use the au-
thority that they had to protect consumers, mar-
kets, and the economy. 

We now know from painful experience that
we can no longer sustain 21—21st century mar-
kets with 20th century regulations, and that
while free markets are the key to our progress,
they do not give us free license to take whatever
we can get, however we can get it. 

But let me be clear: The choice we face is not
between some oppressive government-run
economy or a chaotic and unforgiving capital-
ism. Rather, strong financial markets require
clear rules of the road, not to hinder financial
institutions, but to protect consumers and in-
vestors, and ultimately to keep those financial
institutions strong; not to stifle, but to advance
competition, growth, and prosperity. And not
just to manage crises, but to prevent crises from
happening in the first place, by restoring ac-
countability, transparency, and trust in our fi-
nancial markets. These must be the goals of a
21st century regulatory framework that we seek
to create. 

Our meeting today was a critical first step in
developing that framework. And I’m grateful
for the legislative leaders to join me here with
Secretary Geithner and Dr. Summers. We had
a terrific conversation. I think this is an area
where there is a growing consensus and where I
think the capacity for people from different po-
litical parties and different perspectives to come
together and solve problems.

I’ve asked my economic team to develop rec-
ommendations for regulatory reform, and then
to collaborate with these Members of Congress
and others from both sides of the aisle so they

can start crafting legislation in the coming
weeks and months. 

We will not always see eye to eye in our work.
We may disagree, and disagree strongly, about
particular provisions. But there are certain core
principles that I believe must shape any propos-
al for reform, and these are the principles that
will guide our work.

First, financial institutions that pose serious
risks, systemic risks, to our market should be
subject to serious oversight by the Government.
And here’s why: When the Federal Reserve
steps in as a lender of last resort, which it’s had
to do repeatedly since this financial crisis began,
it’s providing an insurance policy underwritten
by the American taxpayer. And taxpayers should
be assured that the Fed thoroughly understands
the institutions that it is effectively insuring and
actively monitoring them to make sure that
they’re not taking risks that will cost taxpayers
in the long term. 

Second, our regulatory system and each of
our major markets must be strong enough to
withstand both system-wide stress and the fail-
ure of one or more large institutions. And that
means modernizing and streamlining our regu-
latory structure, and monitoring both the scale
and scope of risks that institutions can take. 

Third, to rebuild trust in our markets, we
must redouble our efforts to promote openness,
transparency, and plain language throughout
our financial system. 

Fourth, we need strong and uniform supervi-
sion of financial products marketed to investors
and consumers. And we should base this over-
sight not on abstract models created by the in-
stitutions themselves, but on actual data on how
actual people make financial decisions. 

Fifth, we must demand strict accountability,
starting at the top. Executives who violate the
public trust must be held responsible.

Sixth, we must make sure our system of regu-
lations covers appropriate institutions and mar-
kets, and is comprehensive and free of gaps,
and prevents those being regulated from cher-
ry-picking among competing regulators.

Finally, we must recognize that the challeng-
es we face are not just American challenges,
they are global challenges. So as we work to set
high regulatory standards here in the United
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States, we have to challenge other countries
around the world to do the same. That’s how
we will stop financial crises from spilling
across borders and prevent global crises of the
sort that we now face. 

In the end, the work of constructing a new
regulatory framework will not be easy, and re-
form will not happen overnight. But we must
never forget that our market has always been
the engine of America’s success, rewarding in-
novators and risk-takers, creating opportuni-
ties for generations of Americans and prosper-
ity that is the envy of the world. 

And I have the utmost confidence that if
these outstanding public servants standing be-

side me are working in concert, if we all do our
jobs, if we once again guide the market’s invis-
ible hand with a higher principle, our markets
will recover. Our economy will once again
thrive, and America will once again lead the
world in this new century as it did in the last.

So thank you very much, everybody. See
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:56 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to
Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F.
Geithner; and Lawrence H. Summers,
Director, National Economic Council.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
February 26, 2009

All right. Before I begin, I have some good
news to report. Starting today, the recently un-
employed will benefit from a COBRA subsidy
that will make health care affordable. At a time
when health care is too often too expensive for
the unemployed, this critical step will help 7
million Americans who’ve lost their jobs keep
their health care. That’s 7 million Americans
who will have one less thing to worry about
when they go to sleep at night. Equally impor-
tant, it prevents a further downward spiral in
our economy by ensuring that these families
don’t fall further behind because of mounting
health care bills. And it is a direct result of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
that I signed into law the other week, a recov-
ery plan that has only just begun to yield bene-
fits for the American people. 

But while we must add to our deficits in the
short term to provide immediate relief to fam-
ilies and get our economy moving, it is only by
restoring fiscal discipline over the long run
that we can produce sustained growth and
shared prosperity. And that is precisely the
purpose of the budget I’m submitting to Con-
gress today. 

In keeping with my commitment to make
our Government more open and transparent,
this budget is an honest accounting of where
we are and where we intend to go. For too
long, our budget has not told the whole truth

about how precious tax dollars are spent.
Large sums have been left off the books, in-
cluding the true cost of fighting in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. And that kind of dishonest account-
ing is not how you run your family budgets at
home; it’s not how your Government should
run its budgets either. We need to be honest
with ourselves about what costs are being
racked up, because that’s how we’ll come to
grips with the hard choices that lie ahead. And
there are some hard choices that lie ahead.

Just as a family has to make hard choices
about where to spend and where to save, so do
we as a Government. You know, there are
times where you can afford to redecorate your
house and there are times where you need to
focus on rebuilding its foundation. Today, we
have to focus on foundations. Having inherited
a trillion-dollar deficit that will take a long
time for us to close, we need to focus on what
we need to move the economy forward, not on
what’s nice to have. And that’s why, on Mon-
day, I held a fiscal summit to come up with a
plan to put us on a more sustainable path. And
that is why, as we develop a full budget that
will come out this spring, we’re going to go
through our books page by page, line by line,
to eliminate waste and inefficiency. This is a
process that will take some time, but in the last
30 days alone, we have already identified $2
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trillion in deficit reductions that will help us cut
our deficit in half by the end of my first term. 

For example, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack is saving nearly $20 million with reforms to
modernize programs and streamline bureaucra-
cy. Interior Secretary Salazar will save nearly
$200 million by stopping wasteful payments to
clean up abandoned coal mines that just happen
to have already been cleaned up. Education
Secretary Duncan is set to save tens of millions
dollars more by cutting an ineffective mentor-
ing program for students, a program whose mis-
sion is being carried out by 100 other programs
in 13 other agencies. 

We’ve targeted almost $50 billion in savings
by cracking down on overpayments of benefits
and tax loopholes; that is money going to busi-
nesses and people to which they are simply not
entitled.

This is just the beginning of the cuts we’re
going to make. No part of my budget will be
free from scrutiny or untouched by reform. We
will end no-bid contracts that have wasted bil-
lions in Iraq and end tax breaks for corporations
that ship jobs overseas. And we’ll save billions of
dollars by rolling back tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans while giving a middle class tax cut to
95 percent of hard-working families. But we’ll
also have to do something more. We will, each
and every one of us, have to compromise on
certain things we care about, but which we sim-
ply cannot afford right now. That’s a sacrifice
we’re going to have to make.

Now, I know that this will not always sit well
with the special interests and their lobbyists
here in Washington, who think our budget and
tax system is just fine as it is. No wonder; it
works for them. I don’t think that we can con-
tinue on our current course. I work for the
American people, and I’m determined to bring
the change that the people voted for last No-
vember. And that means cutting what we don’t
need to pay for what we do. 

Now, what I won’t do—as I mentioned at the
joint session speech a couple of days ago—what
I won’t do is sacrifice investments that will
make America stronger, more competitive, and
more prosperous in the 21st century; invest-
ments that have been neglected for too long.
These investments must be America’s priorities,

and that’s what they will be when I sign this
budget into law. 

Because our future depends on our ability to
break free from oil that’s controlled by foreign
dictators, we need to make clean, renewable en-
ergy the profitable kind of energy. That’s why
we’ll be working with Congress on legislation
that places a market-based cap on carbon pollu-
tion and drives the production of more renew-
able energy. 

And to support this effort, we’ll invest $15
billion a year for 10 years to develop technolo-
gies like wind power and solar power and to
build more efficient cars and trucks right here
in America. It’s an investment that will put peo-
ple back to work, make our Nation more secure,
and help us meet our obligation as good stew-
ards of the Earth we all inhabit. 

Because of crushing health care costs and the
fact that they drag down our economy, bank-
rupt our families, and represent the fastest
growing part of our budget, we must make it a
priority to give every single American quality,
affordable health care. That’s why this budget
builds on what we have already done over the
last month to expand coverage for millions
more children, to computerize health records to
cut waste and reduce medical errors, which
save, by the way, not only tax dollars but lives. 

With this budget, we are making a historic
commitment to comprehensive health care re-
form. It’s a step that will not only make families
healthier and companies more competitive, but
over the long term, it will also help us bring
down our deficit.

And because countries that out-teach us to-
day will outcompete us tomorrow, we must
make excellence the hallmark of an American
education. That’s why this budget supports the
historic investment in education we made as
part of the recovery plan by matching new re-
sources with new reform. We want to create in-
centives for better teacher performance and
pathways for advancement. We want to reward
success in the classroom. And we’ll invest in in-
novative initiatives that will help schools meet
high standards and close achievement gaps,
preparing students for the high-paying jobs of
tomorrow, but also helping them fulfill their
God-given potential. 
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These must be the priorities reflected in our
budget. For in the end, a budget is more than
simply numbers on a page. It is a measure of
how well we are living up to our obligations to
ourselves and one another. It is a test for our
commitment to making America what it was
always meant to be, a place where all things
are possible for all people. That is a commit-
ment we are making in this, my first budget,
and it is a commitment I will work every day to
uphold in the months and years ahead.

I want to thank all of you for being here, but
I also want to give a special thanks to Peter
Orszag, Rob Nabors. They have been working
tirelessly in getting this budget prepared, get-
ting it out in a timely fashion. They’re going to

be doing more work in the weeks to come.
And I am absolutely confident that as messy as
this process can sometimes be, that we are go-
ing to be able to produce a budget that deliv-
ers for the American people.

All right. Thank you.
No questions today. Good to see you

though.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. in
Room 350 at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Peter R. Orszag, Director, and Rob-
ert L. Nabors, Deputy Director, Office of
Management and Budget. 

Remarks on Military Operations in Iraq at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
February 27, 2009

The President. Thank you very much. Please
be seated. To General Hejlik, for the outstand-
ing work that he is doing, thank you so much.
Good morning, marines.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Good morning, Camp

Lejeune.
Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Good morning, Jacksonville.

Thank you so much for the extraordinarily
welcome. Just a few additional people I want
to note are here: Governor Bev Perdue of
North Carolina—where is Governor Perdue?
Stand up, please. We have the new United
States Senator from North Carolina, Kay
Hagan; members of the North Carolina con-
gressional delegation who are here today,
please stand and wave. And thank you, Staff
Sergeant Mink, for the outstanding rendition
of our national anthem.

I also want to acknowledge all of our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines serving in
Iraq and Afghanistan, and that includes the
Camp Lejeune marines now serving with—or
soon joining—the 2d Marine Expeditionary
Force in Iraq; those with Special Purpose Ma-
rine air force—Air Ground Task Force in Af-
ghanistan; and those among the 8,000 marines
who are preparing to deploy to Afghanistan.
We have you in our prayers. We pay tribute to

your service. We thank you and your families
for all that you do for America. And I want you
all to know that there is no higher honor or
greater responsibility than serving as your
Commander in Chief. Thanks to all of you. 

I also want to take this opportunity to ac-
knowledge Ryan Crocker, who recently com-
pleted his service as our Ambassador to Iraq.
This is one of the unsung heroes of this multi-
year effort. Throughout his career, Ryan has
always taken on the toughest assignments. He
is an example of the very best that this Nation
has to offer, and we owe him a great debt of
gratitude. He carried on his work with an ex-
traordinary degree of cooperation with two of
our finest generals, General David Petraeus
and General Ray Odierno, who will be critical
in carrying forward the strategy that I will out-
line today.

Next month will mark the sixth anniversary
of the war in Iraq. By any measure, this has al-
ready been a long war. For the men and wom-
en of America’s Armed Forces, and for your
families, the war has been one of the most ex-
traordinary chapters of service in the history of
our Nation. Many of you have endured tour af-
ter tour after tour of duty. You’ve known the
dangers of combat and the lonely distance
from loved ones. You have fought against tyr-
anny and disorder. You have bled for your best
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friends and for unknown Iraqis. And you have
borne an enormous burden for your fellow citi-
zens, while extending a precious opportunity to
the people of Iraq. Under tough circumstances,
the men and women of the United States mili-
tary have served with honor and succeeded be-
yond any expectation.

Today I’ve come to speak to you about how
the war in Iraq will end. To understand where
we need to go in Iraq, it’s important for the
American people to understand where we now
stand. Thanks in great measure to your service
and your sacrifice, and your family’s sacrifices,
the situation in Iraq has improved. Violence has
been reduced substantially from the horrific
sectarian killing of 2006 and 2007. Al Qaida in
Iraq has been dealt a serious blow by our troops
and Iraq’s security forces and through our part-
nership with Sunni Arabs. The capacity of Iraq’s
security forces has improved, and Iraq’s leaders
have taken steps towards political accommoda-
tion. The relative peace and strong participation
in January’s Provincial elections sent a powerful
message to the world about how far Iraqis have
come in pursuing their aspirations through a
peaceful political process.

But let there be no doubt: Iraq is not yet se-
cure, and there will be difficult days ahead. Vio-
lence will continue to be a part of life in Iraq.
Too many fundamental political questions
about Iraq’s future remain unresolved. Too
many Iraqis are still displaced or destitute. De-
clining oil revenues will put an added strain on
a government that has difficulty delivering basic
service. Not all of Iraq’s neighbors are contrib-
uting to its security. Some are working at times
to undermine it. And even as Iraq’s Govern-
ment is on a surer footing, it is not yet a full
partner, politically and economically, in the re-
gion or with the international community.

In short, today there is a renewed cause for
hope in Iraq, but that hope is resting on an
emerging foundation. On my first full day in of-
fice, I directed my national security team to un-
dertake a comprehensive review of our strategy
in Iraq to determine the best way to strengthen
that foundation, while strengthening American
national security. I have listened to my Secre-
tary of Defense, Robert Gates. I have listened
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, led by Admiral Mul-

len, as well as the commanders on the ground.
We have acted with careful consideration of
events on the ground, with respect for the secu-
rity agreements between the United States and
Iraq, and with a critical recognition that the
long-term solution in Iraq must be political, not
military, because the most important decisions
that have to be made about Iraq’s future must
now be made by Iraqis.

We’ve also taken into account the simple re-
ality that America can no longer afford to see
Iraq in isolation from other priorities. We face
the challenge of refocusing on Afghanistan and
Pakistan, of relieving the burden of our military
and military families, of rebuilding our strug-
gling economy. These are challenges that we
must meet and will meet.

Today I can announce that our review is
complete, and that the United States will pur-
sue a new strategy to end the war in Iraq
through a transition to full Iraqi responsibility.
This strategy is grounded in a clear and achiev-
able goal shared by the Iraqi people and the
American people: an Iraq that is sovereign, sta-
ble, and self-reliant. To achieve that goal, we
will work to promote an Iraqi Government that
is just, representative, and accountable, and
that provides neither support nor safe haven to
terrorists. We will help Iraq build new ties of
trade and commerce with the world. And we
will forge a partnership with the people and
Government of Iraq that contributes to the
peace and security of the region.

But understand this, we—here’s what we will
not do: We will not let the pursuit of the perfect
stand in the way of achievable goals. We cannot
rid Iraq of every single individual who opposes
America or sympathizes with our adversaries.
We cannot police Iraq’s streets indefinitely until
they are completely safe, nor can we stay until
Iraq’s union is perfect. We cannot sustain indef-
initely a commitment that has put a strain on
our military and will cost the American people
nearly a trillion dollars. America’s men and
women in uniform—so many of you—have
fought block by block, Province by Province,
year after year, to give the Iraqis this chance to
choose a better future. Now we must ask the
Iraqi people to seize it.
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The first part of this strategy is therefore the
responsible removal of our combat brigades
from Iraq. As a candidate for President, I
made clear my support for a timeline of 16
months to carry out this drawdown, while
pledging to consult closely with our military
commanders upon taking office to ensure that
we preserve the gains we’ve made and to pro-
tect our troops. These consultations are now
complete, and I have chosen a timeline that
will remove our combat brigades over the next
18 months.

So let me say this as plainly as I can: By Au-
gust 31, 2010, our combat mission in Iraq will
end. As we carry out this drawdown, my high-
est priority will be the safety and security of
our troops and civilians in Iraq. So we will pro-
ceed carefully, and I will consult closely with
my military commanders on the ground and
with the Iraqi Government. There will surely
be difficult periods and tactical adjustments.
But our enemies should be left with no doubt:
This plan gives our military the forces and flex-
ibility they need to support our Iraqi partners
and to succeed.

After we remove our combat brigades, our
mission will change from combat to support-
ing the Iraqi Government and its security forc-
es as they take the absolute lead in securing
their country. As I have long said, we will re-
tain a transitional force to carry out three dis-
tinct functions: training, equipping, and advis-
ing Iraqi security forces as long as they remain
nonsectarian; conducting targeted counterter-
rorism missions; and protecting our ongoing
civilian and military efforts within Iraq. Initial-
ly, this force will likely be made up of 35,000
to 50,000 U.S. troops.

Through this period of transition, we will
carry out further redeployments. And under
the status of forces agreement with the Iraqi
Government, I intend to remove all U.S.
troops from Iraq by the end of 2011. So we
will complete this transition to Iraqi responsi-
bility, and we will bring our troops home with
the honor that they have earned.

As we remove our combat brigades, we will
pursue the second part of our strategy: sus-
tained diplomacy on behalf of a more peaceful
and prosperous Iraq. The drawdown of our

military should send a clear signal that Iraq’s
future is now its own responsibility. The long-
term success of the Iraqi nation will depend on
decisions made by Iraq’s leaders and the forti-
tude of the Iraqi people. Iraq is a sovereign
country with legitimate institutions; America
cannot and should not take their place. How-
ever, a strong political, diplomatic, and civilian
effort on our part can advance progress and
help lay a foundation for lasting peace and se-
curity.

This effort will be led by our new Ambassa-
dor to Iraq, Chris Hill. From his time in the
Peace Corps to his work in Kosovo and Korea,
Ambassador Hill has been tested, and he has
shown the pragmatism and skill that we need
right now. And he will be supported by the
courageous and capable work of so many
American diplomats and aid workers who are
now serving in Iraq.

Going forward, we can make a difference
on several fronts. We will work with the Unit-
ed Nations to support national elections, while
helping Iraqis improve local government. We
can serve as an honest broker in pursuit of fair
and durable agreements on issues that have di-
vided Iraq’s leaders. And just as we will sup-
port Iraq’s security forces, we will help Iraq’s
institutions strengthen their capacity to pro-
tect the rule of law, confront corruption, and
deliver basic services.

Diplomacy and assistance is also required to
help millions of displaced Iraqis. These men,
women, and children are living—are a living
consequence of this war and a challenge to sta-
bility in the region, and they must be a part of
Iraq’s reconciliation and recovery. America
has a strategic interest and a moral responsibil-
ity to act. And in the coming months, my ad-
ministration will provide more assistance and
take steps to increase international support for
countries already hosting refugees. We’ll co-
operate with others to resettle Iraqis facing
great personal risk. And we will work with the
Iraqi Government over time to resettle refu-
gees and displaced Iraqis within Iraq, because
there are few more powerful indicators of last-
ing peace than when displaced citizens return
home.
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Now, before I go any further, I want to take a
moment to speak directly to the people of Iraq.
You are a great nation, rooted in the cradle of
civilization. You are joined together by endur-
ing accomplishments and a history that con-
nects you as surely as the two rivers carved into
your land. In years past, you have persevered
through tyranny and terror, through personal
insecurity and sectarian violence. And instead
of giving in to the forces of disunion, you
stepped back from a descent into civil war and
showed a proud resilience that deserves our re-
spect.

Our nations have known difficult times to-
gether. But ours is a bond forged by shared
bloodshed and countless friendships among our
people. We Americans have offered our most
precious resource, our young men and women,
to work with you to rebuild what was destroyed
by despotism, to root out our common enemies,
and to seek peace and prosperity for our chil-
dren and grandchildren, and for yours.

There are those who will try to prevent that
future for Iraq, who will insist that Iraq’s differ-
ences cannot be reconciled without more kill-
ing. They represent the forces that destroy na-
tions and lead only to despair, and they will test
our will in the months and years to come.
America too has known these forces. We en-
dured the pain of civil war and bitter divisions
of region and race. But hostility and hatred are
no match for justice. They offer no pathway to
peace, and they must not stand between the
people of Iraq and a future of reconciliation and
hope.

So to the Iraqi people, let me be clear about
America’s intentions. The United States pur-
sues no claim on your territory or your resourc-
es. We respect your sovereignty and the tre-
mendous sacrifices you have made for your
country. We seek a full transition to Iraqi re-
sponsibility for the security of your country.
And going forward, we can build a lasting rela-
tionship founded upon mutual interests and
mutual respect as Iraq takes its rightful place in
the community of nations.

That leads me to the third part of our strate-
gy, comprehensive American engagement
across the region. The future of Iraq is insepa-
rable from the future of the broader Middle

East, so we must work with our friends and
partners to establish a new framework that ad-
vances Iraq’s security and the region’s. It’s time
for Iraq to be a full partner in regional dialog
and for Iraq’s neighbors to establish productive
and normalized relations with Iraq. And going
forward, the United States will pursue princi-
pled and sustained engagement with all of the
nations in the region—all the nations in the re-
gion, and that, by the way, will include Iran and
Syria.

This reflects a fundamental truth: We can no
longer deal with regional challenges in isolation.
We need a smarter, more sustainable, and com-
prehensive approach. That is why we are re-
newing our diplomacy, while relieving the bur-
den on our military. That is why we are refocus-
ing on Al Qaida in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
developing a strategy to use all elements of
American power to prevent Iran from develop-
ing a nuclear weapon, and actively seeking a
lasting peace between Israel and the Arab
world. And that is why we have named three of
America’s most accomplished diplo-
mats—George Mitchell, Dennis Ross, and
Richard Holbrooke—to support Secretary Hill-
ary Clinton and myself as we carry forward this
agenda.

Every nation and every group must
know—whether you wish America good or
ill—that the end of the war in Iraq will enable a
new era of American leadership and engage-
ment in the Middle East. This does not lessen
our commitment. We are going to be enhancing
that commitment to bring about a better day in
that region, and that era has just begun.

Finally, I want to be very clear about my
strategy—that my strategy for ending the war in
Iraq does not end with military plans or diplo-
matic agendas; it endures through our commit-
ment to uphold the sacred trust with every man
and woman who has served in Iraq.

You make up a fraction of the American pop-
ulation, but in an age when so many people and
institutions have acted irresponsibly, so many of
you did the opposite, you volunteered to bear
the heaviest burden. [Applause] You volun-
teered to bear the heaviest burden. And for you
and your families, the war does not end when
you come home. It lives on in the memories of
161



Feb. 27 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
your fellow soldiers, sailors, airmen, and ma-
rines who gave their lives. It endures in the
wound that is slow to heal, the disability that
isn’t going away, the dream that wakes you up
at night, the stiffening in your spine when a car
backfires down the street.

You and your families have done your duty,
now a grateful nation must do ours. That is
why, as reflected in my new budget, I am in-
creasing the number of soldiers and marines,
so that we lessen the burden on those who are
serving. That is why I’ve committed to expand-
ing our system of veterans health care to serve
more patients and to provide better care in
more places. We will continue building new
wounded warrior facilities across America and
invest in new ways of identifying and treating
the signature wounds of this war, Posttraumat-
ic Stress Disorder and traumatic brain injury,
as well as other combat injuries. 

We also know that service does not end with
the person wearing the uniform. In her visits
with military families across the country, my
wife Michelle has learned firsthand about the
unique burden that your families endure every
day. I want you to know this: Military families
are a top priority for Michelle and me, and
they will be a top priority for my administra-
tion. 

We will raise military pay and continue pro-
viding—[applause]—I figured that’d be an ap-
plause line, Secretary Gates. [Laughter] We’re
going to continue providing quality childcare,
job training for spouses, and expanded coun-
seling and outreach to families that have
known the separation and stress of war. We
will also heed the lesson of history—that those
who fight in battle can form the backbone of
our middle class—by implementing a 21st-
century GI bill to help our veterans live out
their dreams.

As a nation, we’ve had our share of debates
about the war in Iraq. It has at times divided
us as a people. To this very day, there are some
Americans who want to stay in Iraq longer and
some who want to leave faster. But there
should be no disagreement on what the men
and women of our military have achieved.

And so I want to be very clear: We sent our
troops to Iraq to do away with Saddam Husse-

in’s regime, and you got the job done. We kept
our troops in Iraq to help establish a sovereign
government, and you got the job done. And we
will leave the Iraqi people with a hard-earned
opportunity to live a better life. That is your
achievement; that is the prospect that you
have made possible.

There are many lessons to be learned from
what we’ve experienced. We have learned that
America must go to war with clearly defined
goals, which is why I’ve ordered a review of
our policy in Afghanistan. We have learned
that we must always weigh the costs of action
and communicate those costs candidly to the
American people, which is why I’ve put Iraq
and Afghanistan into my budget. We have
learned that the 21st—in the 21st century, we
have to use all elements of American power to
achieve our objectives, which is why I’m com-
mitted to building our civilian national security
capacity so that the burden is not continually
pushed onto our military. We have learned
that our political leaders must pursue the
broad and bipartisan support that our national
security policies depend on, which is why I will
consult with Congress in carrying out my
plans. And we have learned the importance of
working closely with friends and allies, which
is why we are launching a new era of engage-
ment and diplomacy in the world.

The starting point for our policies must al-
ways be the safety and security of the Ameri-
can people. I know that you, the men and
women of the finest fighting force in the histo-
ry of the world, can meet any challenge and
defeat any foe. And as long as I am your Com-
mander in Chief, I promise you that I will only
send you into harm’s way when it is absolutely
necessary and provide you with the equipment
and support you need to get the job done.
That is the most important lesson of all, for the
consequences of war are dire, the sacrifices
immeasurable. You know because you’ve seen
those sacrifices; you’ve lived them. And we all
honor you for them.

Semper Fidelis—it means always being
faithful to the Corps and to country and to the
memory of fallen comrades like Corporal Jon-
athan Yale and Lance Corporal Jordan Haert-
er. These young men enlisted in a time of war,
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knowing they would face great danger. They
came here, to Camp Lejeune, as they trained
for their mission. Last April, they were standing
guard in Anbar. In an age when suicide is a
weapon, they were suddenly faced with an on-
coming truck filled with explosives. These two
marines stood their ground; these two marines
opened fire; these two marines stopped that
truck. When the thousands of pounds of explo-
sives detonated, they had saved 50 fellow ma-
rines, they had saved Iraqi police who would
have been in the truck’s path, but Corporal Yale
and Lance Corporal Haerter lost their own
lives. Jonathan was 21, and Jordan was 19.

In the town where Jordan Haerter was from,
a bridge was dedicated in his name. One marine
who traveled to the ceremony said: “We flew
here from all over the country to pay tribute to
our friend Jordan, who risked his life to save us.
We wouldn’t be here without him.”

America’s time in Iraq is filled with stories of
men and women like this. Their names are writ-
ten into the bridges and town squares of this
country. They are etched into stone at Arlington
and in quiet places of rest across our land. They
are spoken in schools and on city blocks. They
live on in the memories of those who wear your
uniform, in the hearts of those they loved, and
in the freedom of the nation they served.

Each American who has served in Iraq has
their own story. Each of you has your own story.
And that story is now a part of the history of the

United States of America, a nation that exists
only because free men and women have bled
for it, from the beaches of Normandy to the
deserts of Anbar, from the mountains of Korea
to the streets of Kandahar. You teach us that the
price of freedom is great. Your sacrifice should
challenge all of us—every single American—to
ask what we can do to be better citizens.

There will be more danger in the months
ahead. We will face new tests and unforeseen
trials. But thanks to the sacrifices of those who
have served, we have forged hard-earned prog-
ress, we are leaving Iraq to its people, and we
have begun the work of ending this war.

Thank you. God bless you, God bless the
United States of America. Semper Fi. Hooah!

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Dennis J. Hej-
lik, USMC, commanding general, 2d Marine
Expeditionary Force; S. Sgt. Angela Mink,
USMC, public affairs chief, Marine Corps Air
Station New River; Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commander, U.S. Central Command;
Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA, commanding
general, Multi-National Forces—Iraq; U.S.
Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George J.
Mitchell; Dennis Ross, Special Adviser to the
Secretary of State for The Gulf and Southwest
Asia; and Richard C. Holbrooke, U.S. Special
Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Interview With Master Sergeant Rusty Barfield of the Pentagon Channel
February 27, 2009

The President’s Decisionmaking/Iraq/Afghanistan

M. Sgt. Barfield. Mr. President, thanks for
joining us on the Pentagon Channel.

The President. Thank you so much for having
me.

M. Sgt. Barfield. Thank you. You face many
tough issues as Commander in Chief, for in-
stance, drawing down forces in Iraq and ramp-
ing up in Afghanistan. What goes through your
mind when you are in front of these marines
here at Camp Lejeune and you have to tell
them that they’re going into harm’s way?

The President. Well, look, this is the most im-
portant, most sobering decision that you make
as the President in your role as Commander in
Chief. And my main goal is to make sure that
any time we are deploying our men and women
in uniform, that the civilian leadership has done
everything that it needs to do to make the best
decision possible.

And that means consulting with our com-
manders on the ground; it means talking to ev-
ery level of Pentagon leadership, from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to my Secretary of Defense,
Robert Gates; it means also consulting with a
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wide range of people outside, so that you’re
not just listening to one voice, you’re listening
to a whole bunch of them and then arriving at
some sort of consensus.

And I’m confident that with respect to our
drawdown in Iraq, it’s done in a way that Gen-
eral Odierno is comfortable with, General Pe-
traeus is comfortable with, that our diplomatic
efforts can be ramped up to accompany that
drawdown.

With respect to Afghanistan, I think that all
of us believe that the situation has deteriorat-
ed somewhat there, and that’s why I immedi-
ately made a decision for us to send additional
troops, including marines from Camp
Lejeune. But I also think that we’ve got to re-
fine our goals and our strategy more effective-
ly. I think in Afghanistan we’ve seen that strat-
egy drift a little bit.

And, you know, my most important job as
Commander in Chief is to make sure that if
we’re sending folks there, we have a well-
thought-out strategy, clear goals, and that
they’re achievable and that I can marshal and
maintain the strongest support possible from
folks back home.

Afghanistan

M. Sgt. Barfield. And to sort of continue
with that topic, you said that the U.S. will
forge a new and comprehensive strategy for
Afghanistan and Pakistan to defeat Al Qaida
and to combat extremism in the region. What
will this mean for our men and women in Af-
ghanistan now and in the future, sir?

The President. Well, first of all, by sending
an additional 17,000 troops, we are obviously
going to be bolstering our forces in Afghani-
stan, and that will obviously be important to
the folks that are already there. If you talk to
General McKiernan, our commander in Af-
ghanistan, he will tell you that especially in the
southern regions of the country you’ve seen
brazen attacks from Taliban forces, extremist
forces, and we want to make sure that we have
the force necessary to meet that.

I also think that because you’re going to see
that additional engagement, there is the risk of
greater additional casualties, at least in the
short term, just as there was in Iraq. And, you

know, that’s something that, you know, we’ll
have to monitor very carefully.

The key, though, is to understand that we
are not going to win in Afghanistan or get an
acceptable outcome in Afghanistan if we’re
only dependent on our military. Our military
does everything that’s asked of them, but any-
body who knows the region knows that if we
don’t have a Afghan Government that can de-
liver for its people, if we don’t have an eco-
nomic development strategy where farmers
don’t have to grown heroin poppy but instead
can grow other crops so that they’re not feed-
ing narcoterrorism, if we don’t have Pakistan
providing us support on the other side of the
border that cleans out some of these areas
where Al Qaida and the Taliban are using as
safe havens, then this isn’t going to work.

And my goal is to have a comprehensive
strategy of not just force, but also diplomacy
and development that is all moving in concert
to get the kind of outcome we want.

Iraq

M. Sgt. Barfield. Yes, sir. You just talked
about your plan for drawing down combatant
forces in Iraq by the end of August 2010. Why
is this timeline so important to you, sir?

The President. Well, because I think it’s im-
portant, first of all, to send a very strong, clear
signal to the Iraqis that they are going to need
to be taking these responsibilities, that we
mean it when we say that we’re not going to be
a permanent occupying force in Iraq. And we
already have an agreement, a security agree-
ment that was signed by the previous adminis-
tration and by the Maliki Government that
says we’ve got to be out of there by the end of
2011. We don’t want to have 140,000 troops
there the day before we have to be out of
there; we’ve got to have a glide path that is re-
sponsible in pulling our troops out.

And so what we’ve done is we’ve set a point
of August 31, 2010, as a transition point, after
the Iraqi elections have taken place, where
there’s, obviously, potential vulnerability. Af-
ter that point, you’re looking at maybe six bri-
gades, 35,000 to 50,000 troops overall, who are
providing logistical support, training, are pro-
viding protection for U.S. civilian as well as
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military personnel, and some counterterror-
ist—counterterrorism striking capability.

That then gets phased down over the next
year and a half or so, until finally at the end of
2011, we should have no troops there. I think
it’s a responsible plan that meets our objectives,
and it’s one that was created in close consulta-
tion with our military commanders on the
ground.

U.S. Troop Levels in Iraq

M. Sgt. Barfield. Yes, sir. And in continuing
on with that topic, what will be the major mea-
suring stick, if you will, when we talk about the
35,000 to 50,000 troops? What is it that’s going
to really sway you in terms of, is it 35,000, is it
40,000, or is it 50,000?

The President. Well, you know, I think that
all these decisions have to be made based on
what the situation is at the time, and it’s very
hard to anticipate exactly what things are going
to be like in 18 months. If we continue to make
strong progress in training the Iraqi security
forces, if the elections are peaceful, if we’ve
seen resolution of some of the issues that are
creating sectarian tension in Iraq, like the oil
laws and how much power the national Govern-
ment has versus the Provincial governments, if
those issues are getting resolved peacefully
through a regular political process, then that
probably means that we’re going to be able to
have less troops—support there, as of August
31st of next year. If some of those things haven’t
happened, then that will put more of a burden
on us, as well as the Iraqis.

So our hope is, is that we’re doing everything
right leading up to that point so that by the time
we get to that transition period, we are well pre-
pared to start phasing our entire operation out
of Iraq.

Military Families/Benefits for Military Person-
nel

M. Sgt. Barfield. Mr. President, how does
your plan for Iraq and Afghanistan deal with the
issue of relieving the pressure on the fighting
force and their families?

The President. Well, this is one of the most
important issues that we face. I don’t need to

tell you the enormous burden that our men and
women in uniform have been under: so many
people I meet on repeated tours—three, four
tours of duty; the stop-loss policy that’s hit a
number of our fighting men and women; the
burden on military families, something that my
wife, the First Lady, Michelle, has taken very
seriously and talked to a lot of families about.

So first of all, obviously, as we start drawing
down, that puts less pressure on military fami-
lies. That means that we can start ending—we
can end stop-loss policy. We can start getting
back to the kinds of rotations where, you know,
after a year of service, then people have a lot
more time back home than they have had over
the last several years, which is good for every-
body.

In addition, my budget has also called for an
increase in the force structure, the size of the
Marines and of the Army. So that will also re-
lieve some of the pressure, and it will allow us
to meet some of the strategic needs not just in
Afghanistan and Iraq, but around the world. I
mean, there’s a big world out there, and right
now we don’t have the kind of strategic capabil-
ity that we should to meet other emergency sit-
uations that might arise.

Along those same lines, one big piece of re-
lief, I think you heard during the speech today,
is that we’re going to have a pay increase for our
troops. That, obviously, is important. But be-
yond that, in the recovery plan that I got passed
through Congress we have a whole slew of steps
that we’re taking that are going to provide some
immediate help to the military families. There’s
a lot of money in there for construction of
wounded warrior treatment centers, construc-
tion of additional housing and facilities for mili-
tary families.

In my budget, we’ve got additional money for
daycare, additional money for training, making
sure that the GI bill that was signed last year by
Congress, that that is adequately funded and
implemented.

So one of the things that’s very important to
me is improved quality of life, making sure that
our troops and their families are supported,
honored, and that our veterans, when they
come home, are treated with the respect and
the care that they need.
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Military Personnel/Military Families

M. Sgt. Barfield. Yes, sir. I have a final ques-
tion for you, sir; I know you have a full plate
today. If you could sit down and speak to each
military member and their family, as Com-
mander in Chief, what would you tell them,
and how would you convey your commitment
to them, sir?

The President. Well, first of all, what I’d tell
them is thank you. And you know, just yester-
day, I had the mother and father of a fallen
marine, who actually was stationed here at
Camp Lejeune—I had written them a letter of
gratitude and condolence. Their son had just
been killed relatively recently. They actually
got a ride on Air Force One down here be-
cause their grandchildren, their son’s children,
are still down here.

And what I told them was, first of all, thank
you; that all of America is grateful. We enjoy
the freedoms we do because of what young
men and women like that are willing to do on
our behalf. And I wanted to tell them also that
I carry them in my mind every single day when
I’m making decisions; that when I am thinking
about troop deployments, when I’m thinking

about budgets, when I’m thinking about what
our foreign policy is going to be, uppermost in
my mind is understanding that young men and
women are willing to offer up their last full
measure of devotion to this country. The least
they can expect is, is that their President is go-
ing to get it right and to keep them in mind
when he is making the decision.

M. Sgt. Barfield. Yes, sir. I really appreciate
you joining us on the Pentagon Channel, sir.

The President. I enjoyed it very much.
Thank you so much.

M. Sgt. Barfield. Thank you, sir.
The President. You bet.

NOTE: The interview began taping at 2:15
p.m. at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina for lat-
er broadcast. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; Gen. Ray-
mond T. Odierno, USA, commanding general,
Multi-National Forces—Iraq; Gen. David D.
McKiernan, USA, commander, NATO Inter-
national Security Assistance Force, Afghani-
stan; and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of
Iraq. 

Memorandum on Transfer of Detainee to Control of the Attorney General
February 27, 2009

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Transfer of Detainee to Control of the
Attorney General

Based on the information available to me,
including the memorandum from the Secre-
tary of Defense and the Attorney General dat-
ed February 26, 2009, and the joint recom-
mendation contained therein, I hereby deter-
mine that it is in the interest of the United
States that Ali Saleh Kahlah al-Marri be re-
leased from detention by the Secretary of De-
fense and transferred to the control of the At-
torney General for the purpose of criminal
proceedings against him. 

Accordingly, by the authority vested in me
as President by the Constitution and the laws

of the United States, I hereby direct you to
transfer Mr. al-Marri to the control of the At-
torney General upon the Attorney General’s
request. This memorandum supersedes the
Presidential directive of June 23, 2003, to the
Secretary of Defense, which ordered the de-
tention of Mr. al-Marri as an enemy combat-
ant. Upon Mr. al-Marri’s transfer to the con-
trol of the Attorney General, the authority to
detain Mr. al-Marri provided to the Secretary
of Defense in the June 23, 2003, order shall
cease. 

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this memorandum.
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The President’s Weekly Address
February 28, 2009

Two years ago, we set out on a journey to
change the way that Washington works. We
sought a Government that served not the inter-
ests of powerful lobbyists or the wealthiest few,
but the middle class Americans I met every day
in every community along the campaign trail,
responsible men and women who are working
harder than ever, worrying about their jobs, and
struggling to raise their families. In so many
town halls and backyards, they spoke of their
hopes for a Government that finally confronts
the challenges that their families face every day,
a Government that treats their tax dollars as re-
sponsibly as they treat their own hard-earned
paychecks.

That’s the change I promised as a candidate
for President. It is the change the American
people voted for in November. And it is the
change represented by the budget I sent to
Congress this week.

During the campaign, I promised a fair and
balanced Tax Code that would cut taxes for 95
percent of working Americans, roll back the tax
breaks for those making over $250,000 a year,
and end the tax breaks for corporations that
ship our jobs overseas. This budget does that.

I promised an economy run on clean, renew-
able energy that will create new American jobs,
new American industries, and free us from the
dangerous grip of foreign oil. This budget puts
us on that path, through a market-based cap on
carbon pollution that will make renewable ener-
gy the profitable kind of energy, through invest-
ments in wind power and solar power, advanced
biofuels, clean coal, and more fuel-efficient
American cars and American trucks.

I promised to bring down the crushing cost
of health care, a cost that bankrupts one Ameri-
can every 30 seconds, forces small businesses to
close their doors, and saddles our Government
with more debt. This budget keeps that prom-
ise, with a historic commitment to reform that
will lead to lower costs and quality, affordable
health care for every American.

I promised an education system that will pre-
pare every American to compete, so Americans
can win in a global economy. This budget will

help us meet that goal, with new incentives for
teacher performance and pathways for advance-
ment, new tax credits that will make college
more affordable for all who want to go, and new
support to ensure that those who do go finish
their degree.

This budget also reflects the stark reality of
what we’ve inherited, a trillion dollar deficit, a
financial crisis, and a costly recession. Given
this reality, we’ll have to be more vigilant than
ever in eliminating the programs we don’t need
in order to make room for the investments we
do need. I promised to do this by going through
the Federal budget page by page and line by
line. That’s a process we have already begun,
and I am pleased to say that we’ve already iden-
tified 2 trillion dollars worth of deficit reduc-
tions over the next decade. We’ve also restored
a sense of honesty and transparency to our bud-
get, which is why this one accounts for spending
that was hidden or left out under the old rules.

I realize that passing this budget won’t be
easy. Because it represents real and dramatic
change, it also represents a threat to the status
quo in Washington. I know that the insurance
industry won’t like the idea that they’ll have to
bid competitively to continue offering Medicare
coverage, but that’s how we’ll help preserve and
protect Medicare and lower health care costs
for American families. I know that banks and
big student lenders won’t like the idea that
we’re ending their huge taxpayer subsidies, but
that’s how we’ll save taxpayers nearly $50 billion
and make college more affordable. I know that
oil and gas companies won’t like us ending
nearly $30 billion in tax breaks, but that’s how
we’ll help fund a renewable energy economy
that will create new jobs and new industries. In
other words, I know these steps won’t sit well
with the special interests and lobbyists who are
invested in the old ways of doing business, and I
know they’re gearing up for a fight as we speak.
My message to them is this: So am I. 

The system we have now might work for the
powerful and well-connected interests that have
run Washington for far too long, but I don’t. I
work for the American people. I didn’t come
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here to do the same thing we’ve been doing or
to take small steps forward, I came to provide
the sweeping change that this country de-
manded when it went to the polls in Novem-
ber. That is the change this budget starts to
make, and that is the change I’ll be fighting for
in the weeks ahead—change that will grow our
economy, expand our middle class, and keep
the American Dream alive for all those men

and women who have believed in this journey
from the day it began.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:35 p.m. on February 27 in the Li-
brary at the White House for broadcast on
February 28. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 27 but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on February 28.

Remarks on the Nomination of Governor Kathleen Sebelius To Be Secretary
of Health and Human Services and Nancy-Ann DeParle To Be Director of
the White House Office for Health Reform
March 2, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Last week,
I unveiled a fiscal blueprint for America’s fu-
ture, one that reflects the stark reality of our
financial crisis while laying a lasting foundation
for our common prosperity. It makes both the
sacrifices and the investments necessary to
tackle the great challenges of our time, chal-
lenges we face today as a consequence of deci-
sions we deferred yesterday. And one of these
great challenges is health care.

The good news is that we have already done
more to advance the cause of health care re-
form in the last month than we have in the last
decade. We’ve provided and protected health
insurance for 11 million children whose par-
ents work full time. We’ve invested in preven-
tive care to help keep people from having to
go to the doctor in the first place, and in elec-
tronic health records and new technology that
will ensure privacy while saving billions of dol-
lars and countless lives.

And today I can announce that under the
recovery plan we’ve put into action, $155 mil-
lion will go toward supporting 126 new health
centers across America. These health centers
will expand access to care by helping people in
need—many with no health insurance—obtain
access to comprehensive primary and preven-
tive health care services. That helps relieve the
burden on emergency rooms across the coun-
try, which have become primary care clinics
for too many who lack coverage, often at tax-

payer expense. This action will create thou-
sands of new jobs, help provide health care to
an estimated 750,000 low-income Americans
across the country, and take another important
step toward affordable, accessible health care
for all.

But our current economic crisis has only
heightened the urgency of our health care
challenge. In the last 8 years, premiums have
grown four times faster than wages. In each of
these years, 1 million Americans have lost
their health insurance. The crushing cost of
health care causes a bankruptcy in America ev-
ery 30 seconds; and by the end of this year, it
could cause 1.5 million Americans to lose their
homes. It’s a crisis punishing families, batter-
ing businesses, squeezing our States, and in-
creasingly, imperiling our own budget. Health
care is one of the fastest-growing expenses in
the Federal budget, and it’s one we simply
cannot sustain.

That is why we cannot fail to act yet again. If
we’re going to help families, save businesses,
and improve the long-term economic health of
our Nation, we must realizing that fixing
what’s wrong with our health care system is no
longer just a moral imperative, but a fiscal im-
perative. Health care reform that reduces
costs while expanding coverage is no longer
just a dream we hope to achieve, it’s a necessi-
ty we have to achieve.
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Today I’m proud to announce key members
of the team I’m assembling to help do just that:
Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius for my Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services and Nan-
cy-Ann DeParle as Director of the White
House Office for Health Reform.

Now, there’s no easy formula for fixing our
health care system. There will be many differ-
ent opinions and ideas about how to achieve
this reform. And that’s why I’m bringing togeth-
er business and labor, doctors and insurers,
Democrats and Republicans, as well as ordinary
Americans from all walks of life to the White
House this Thursday for a historic health care
forum.

What is required, however, is a commitment
to reform that focuses not on Democratic ideas
or Republican ideas, but on ideas that work to
rein in costs, expand access, and improve the
quality of health care for the American people.

Kathleen Sebelius embodies such a commit-
ment to bipartisan accomplishment. She is, af-
ter all, the daughter of a Democratic Governor
and the daughter-in-law of a Republican Con-
gressman. But she’s forged a reputation for bi-
partisan problem-solving in her own right. As
Governor of Kansas, she inherited a billion-dol-
lar deficit, but by eliminating waste and ineffi-
ciency while making smart choices, she bal-
anced the State budget without raising taxes.
And time and again, on energy and education,
jobs and health care, she’s bridged the partisan
divide and worked with a Republican legislature
to get things done for the people of Kansas.

And that’s why I’m so proud that one of the
most esteemed political leaders of our time,
Bob Dole, is here, as well as my former col-
league, Pat Roberts, here as well—people in
Kansas, we stick together. And I’ve got my own
Kansas roots here, so I’m particularly pleased to
be joined by so many Kansans.

Now, Kathleen has—also knows health care
inside and out. She’s won praise for her exper-
tise from stakeholders across the spectrum,
from consumer groups to insurers. Over 8 years
as State insurance commissioner, she refused
campaign contributions from insurance compa-
nies and protected the people of Kansas from
increases to their premiums by blocking a take-
over of the State’s largest insurer. She helped

draft a proposed national bill of rights for pa-
tients and served as the president of the Nation-
al Association of Insurance Commissioners.

And as a Governor she’s been on the front-
lines of our health care crisis. She has a deep
knowledge of what the burden of crushing costs
does to our families and businesses. That’s why
she fought to guarantee Kansans access to qual-
ity, affordable health care, and sought to secure
it for every Kansas child from birth to age 5.

Kathleen has a remarkable intellect, unques-
tioned integrity, and the kind of pragmatic wis-
dom you’ll tend to find in a Kansan. I know she
will bring some much needed grace and good
humor to Washington, and she will be a tre-
mendous asset to my Cabinet.

Now, as critical as the task of health care re-
form is, Governor Sebelius will also oversee a
Department with wide-ranging responsibilities
essential to the well-being of the American peo-
ple. We rely on the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to ensure the safety of our Nation’s food
and drug supply. We depend on the Center for
Disease Control to make certain our Nation is
prepared for pandemic disease outbreak or bio-
terrorism attacks. We expect the National Insti-
tutes of Health to keep America at the forefront
of medical research, and work toward a cure for
cancer in our time. And for as long as I am Pres-
ident, these agencies will be led by exceptional
individuals who stand on the side of the Ameri-
can people; who push politics aside in favor of
proven science; who eschew stale ideology for
sound ideas and a focus on what works.

I’m also proud to announce that Kathleen
will have an excellent partner at the White
House in Nancy, one of the Nation’s leading ex-
perts on health care and regulatory issues. As
commissioner of the Department of Human
Services in Tennessee, she saw firsthand our
health care system’s impact on workers and
families. In the Clinton administration, she han-
dled budget matters for Federal health care
programs, and took on the tremendous task of
managing Medicare and Medicaid. I have abso-
lute confidence in her ability to lead the public
and legislative effort to ensure quality, afford-
able health care for every American.

Let me close by saying one last thing. I
realize that there are those who simply don’t
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believe Washington can bring about this
change. And the odds are long. It’s failed too
many times. There are too many special
interests and entrenched lobbyists invested in
the status quo.

That’s the conventional wisdom, and I un-
derstand those doubts. But I also know this: I
didn’t come to Washington to take the easy
route, or to work for the powerful and the
well-connected interests who have run this
city for too long. I came here to work for the
American people. I came here to deliver the
sweeping change that they demanded when
they went to the polls in November.

Kathleen and Nancy share my resolve; I
look forward to working with them as we begin
the urgent and immediate task of ensuring
quality, affordable health care for every Amer-
ican. And we also know that we’re going to
need important partners there, so that’s why
I’m so proud that we have the outstanding
Member of the House of Representatives,
Henry Waxman, and my own colleague and
the head of the finance committee, Max Bau-
cus—they have already shown extraordinary
leadership in this process.

The fact that we’ve got Democrats and Re-
publicans here I hope is a symbol of how we
can move this issue forward. I don’t think any-
body has a silver bullet when it comes to
health care. There are some difficult tradeoffs
to be made; there are some difficult choices to
be made. But what I do know is this: that peo-
ple of goodwill collectively recognize that the
path we’re on is unsustainable. It’s going to be

Kathleen’s job and Nancy’s job to work with
extraordinary leaders, like the ones on this
stage, to make sure that we finally deliver
health care reform that will save our Federal
budget and help American families for genera-
tions to come.

Thank you very much.
All right. Kathleen.

[At this point, Secretary-designate Sebelius
made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you. You are going to
be great.

Secretary-designate Sebelius. Yes, thank
you.

The President. Nancy, you want to say a lit-
tle something? Go ahead.

[Director-designate DeParle made brief re-
marks.]

The President. All right. Thank you, every-
body. We’re going to go get to work. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. in
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former Gov. John J. Gil-
ligan of Ohio, father of Secretary-designate
Sebelius; and former Sen. Robert J. Dole. The
transcript released by the Office of the press
Secretary also included the remarks of Secre-
tary-designate Sebelius and Director-desig-
nate DeParle.

Remarks at the Department of Transportation
March 3, 2009

Thank you, DOT. Thank you very much.
Please have a seat. Thank you. Vice President
Biden; Secretary LaHood; our cochairs of the
TIGER team, Lana Hurdle and Joel Szabat;
thank you all for the extraordinary work that
you guys are doing each and every day. 

I want to begin with some plain talk: The
economy’s performance in the last quarter of
2008 was the worst in over 25 years. And,
frankly, the first quarter of this year holds out
little promise for better returns.

From Wall Street to Main Street to kitchen
tables all across America, our economic chal-
lenge is clear. And now it is up to us to meet it.

One of the challenges is to jump-start lend-
ing, so businesses and families can finance the
purchases of everything from inventory and
payroll to a home, a car, or a college education.
We have to jump-start the credit markets and
get private lending going again. No matter
how good of a job we do here, that’s going to
be critical. And that’s why the Treasury and
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the Federal Reserve are launching today the
Consumer and Business Lending Initiative,
which, when fully implemented, will generate
up to a trillion dollars of new lending for the
American people. And this will help unlock our
frozen credit markets, which is absolutely es-
sential for economic recovery.

But we also know that there cannot be a sus-
tained recovery unless and until we put Ameri-
cans back to work and put money in their pock-
ets.

Two weeks ago, I signed into law the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the most
sweeping economic recovery plan in history.
And already, its impact is being felt across this
Nation. Hard-working families can now worry a
little less about next month’s bills because of
the tax cut they’ll soon find in the mail. Renew-
able energy companies that were once downsiz-
ing are now finding ways to expand. And trans-
portation projects that were once on hold are
now starting up again, as part of the largest new
investment in America’s infrastructure since
President Eisenhower built the Interstate
Highway System. 

Of the 3½  million jobs that will be created
and saved over the next 2 years as a result of this
recovery plan, 400,000 will be jobs rebuilding
our crumbling roads, bridges, and schools, re-
pairing our faulty levees and dams, connecting
nearly every American to broadband, and up-
grading the buses and trains that commuters
take every day. Many of these projects will be
coordinated by Secretary LaHood and all of you
at the Department of Transportation. And I
want you to know that the American public is
grateful to public servants like you, men and
women whose work isn’t always recognized, but
whose jobs are critical to our Nation’s safety, se-
curity, and prosperity. You have never been
more important than you are right now, and for
that we are all grateful. 

Now, in the coming days and weeks, my ad-
ministration will be announcing more details
about the kinds of transportation projects that
will be launched as part of the recovery plan.
But today I want to speak about an investment
we are making in one part of our infrastructure.
Through the Recovery Act, we will be investing
$28 billion in our highways, money that every

one of our 50 States can start using immediately
to put people back to work. It’s an investment
being made at an unprecedented pace, thanks
in large part to Joe Biden, who’s leading the ef-
fort to get the money out the door quickly. Be-
cause of Joe, and because of all the Governors
and mayors, county and city officials who are
helping implement this plan, I can say that 14
days after I signed our Recovery Act into law,
we are seeing shovels hit the ground. 

As Secretary LaHood noted, the first con-
tract will be awarded to American Infrastruc-
ture, a family business in Pennsylvania that will
be resurfacing a road in Maryland. More than
100 other people will begin receiving funds to-
day as well. Over the next few weeks, we will
launch more than 200 construction projects
across this country, fueling growth in an indus-
try that’s been hard hit by our economic crisis.

Altogether, this investment in highways will
create or save 150,000 jobs by the end of next
year, most of them in the private sector. And
just to give you a sense of perspective, that’s
more jobs being created or saved in one year
than GM, Ford, and Chrysler have lost in man-
ufacturing over the past 3 years combined. The
jobs that we’re creating are good jobs that pay
more than average, jobs grinding asphalt and
paving roads, filling potholes, making street
signs, repairing stop lights, replacing guard
rails.

But what makes this investment so important
is not simply that we will jump-start job creation
or reduce the congestion that costs us nearly
$80 billion a year or rebuild the aging roads that
cost drivers billions more a year in upkeep.
What makes it so important is that by investing
in roads that have earned a grade of D-minus by
America’s leading civil engineers—roads that
should have been rebuilt long ago—we can save
some 14,000 men and women who lose their
lives each year due to bad roads and driving
conditions. Like a broken levee or a bridge with
a shaky foundation, poor roads are a public haz-
ard, and we have a responsibility to fix them.

Now, we have another responsibility. Having
inherited a trillion-dollar deficit that we’re
working to cut in half, we also need to ensure
that tax dollars aren’t wasted on projects that
don’t deliver results. And that’s why, as part of
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his duty, Joe will keep an eye on how precious
tax dollars are being spent. To you, he’s Mr.
Vice President, but around the White House
we call him the sheriff—[laughter]—because
if you’re misusing taxpayer money, you’ll have
to answer to him. 

And to help him, I’ve appointed a proven
and aggressive Inspector General to root out
waste and fraud. And I’m also deputizing every
single American to visit a new web site called
recovery.gov, so you can see where your tax
dollars are going and hold us accountable for
results.

We’re also making it easier for Americans to
see what projects are being funded with their
money as part of our recovery. So in the weeks
to come, the signs denoting these projects are
going to bear the new emblem of the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act. That’s it
right there. Transportation projects will be
stamped with another emblem as well. These
emblems are symbols of our commitment to
you, the American people—a commitment to
investing your tax dollars wisely, to put Ameri-
cans to work doing the work that needs to be
done. So when you see them on projects that
your tax dollars made possible, let it be a re-
minder that our Government—your Govern-
ment—is doing its part to put the economy
back on the road of recovery.

And so, in the days and years ahead, as
you’re driving on new roads or roads that are
newly paved, I hope it will give you some mea-
sure of satisfaction to know that it was all done
by putting your fellow citizens to work. I hope
it will give you a sense of pride to know that
even as we pursued our economic recovery,
we renewed our American landscape. 

Throughout our history, there have been
times when a generation of Americans seized
the chance to remake the face of this Nation.
It’s what we did in the midst of civil war by
connecting our coasts with the transcontinen-
tal railroad. It’s what we did in the midst of de-

pression by putting up a golden bridge in San
Francisco, and electrifying rural America, and
completing a great dam in the Southwest. It’s
what we’re doing once more, by building a
21st century infrastructure that will make
America’s economy stronger and America’s
people safer.

That’s the reason we’re here today. That’s
the purpose of our recovery plan. That’s the
cause of my Presidency, and I need it to be
your cause as well. Each and every one of you
have a role to play.

There are those out there who say this can’t
be done, it can’t be done efficiently, it can’t be
done effectively. We’ve gone through a lot of
years where we were told what government
cannot do. Government can’t do anything by
itself; we’ve got to have the private sector in-
volved. But there are critical things the Gov-
ernment can do, right here at the Department
of Transportation. 

Each and every one of you have a critical
role to play. And if you do your work, if you do
your job as well as you can do, if you feel as in-
spired as I do about the work that lies ahead,
I’m absolutely confident that we’re going to
look back on this time and say to ourselves this
was a moment where we really made a differ-
ence. What an extraordinary opportunity that
is. I hope all of you seize it.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10 a.m. In his remarks, he referred to Lana T.
Hurdle, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Bud-
get and Programs, and Joel Szabat, Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for Transportation Policy,
Department of Transportation; and Interior
Department Inspector General Earl E. Dev-
aney, Chair, Recovery Accountability and
Transparency Board. The transcript released
by the Office of the press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Vice President Joe
Biden.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the
United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters
March 3, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Good to
see you. Where are the Brits? 

Prime Minister Brown. We’re over here, sir.
President Obama. They’re over there. 
Prime Minister Brown. In fact, Barack,

they’re everywhere. [Laughter]
President Obama. Are they? They’re spread

out?
All right, my understanding is we’re going to

do four questions, and we’ll just alternate. I’ll
start off with Jennifer Loven of the AP [Associ-
ated Press].

Missile Defense Shield/Russia-U.S. Relations

Q. Thank you, sir. I’d like to ask you about
the letter that you’ve written to the Russian
President about the anti-missile shield in East-
ern Europe. Can you just talk about why sort of
a quid pro quo seemed like the smartest ap-
proach?

President Obama. You know, I think that the
report that was in The New York Times didn’t
accurately characterize the letter. What we had
was a very lengthy letter talking about a whole
range of issues from nuclear proliferation to
how are we going to deal with a set of common
security concerns along the Afghan border and
terrorism. And what I said in the letter is the
same thing that I’ve said publicly, which is that
the missile defense that we have talked about
deploying is directed towards not Russia but
Iran. That has always been the concern, that
you had potentially a missile from Iran that
threatened either the United States or Europe.

And what I said in the letter was that, obvi-
ously, to the extent that we are lessening Iran’s
commitment to nuclear weapons, then that re-
duces the pressure for or the need for a missile
defense system.

In no way does that in any—does that dimin-
ish my commitment to making sure that Poland,
the Czech Republic, and other NATO mem-
bers are fully enjoying the partnership of the Al-
liance and U.S. support with respect to their se-
curity.

So the way it got characterized I think was as
some sort of quid pro quo. It was simply a state-
ment of fact that I’ve made previously, which is,
is that the missile defense program, to the ex-
tent that it is deployed, is designed to deal with
not a Russian threat but a Iranian threat. 

Q. What kind of response have you received
from Russia?

President Obama. Well, we’ve had a good ex-
change between ourselves and the Russians.
I’ve said that we need to reset or reboot the re-
lationship there. Russia needs to understand
our unflagging commitment to the indepen-
dence and security of countries like a Poland or
a Czech Republic. On the other hand, we have
areas of common concern. And I cited two ex-
amples: the issue of nuclear nonproliferation
and the issue of terrorism. And at this point, I
think we probably have some potential common
concerns on the world economic front as well.

So my hope is, is that we can have a construc-
tive relationship where, based on common re-
spect and mutual interest, we can move for-
ward.

Prime Minister Brown. Nick.

United Kingdom-U.S. Relations

Q. Nick Robinson, BBC News. Mr. Presi-
dent, it’s often been said that you, unlike many
of your predecessors, have not looked toward
Europe, let alone Britain. Can you just respond
to that comment? And also, the Prime Minister
is talking to you about a global New Deal today.
Will that actually help hard-pressed American
consumers? 

And if I may briefly put a question to the
Prime Minister.

President Obama. Well, first of all, the spe-
cial relationship between the United States and
Great Britain is one that is not just important to
me, it’s important to the American people. And
it is sustained by a common language, a com-
mon culture; our legal system is directly inherit-
ed from the English system; our system of gov-
ernment reflects many of these same values.
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So—and by the way, that’s also where my
mother’s side of my family came from.

So I think this notion that somehow there is
any lessening of that special relationship is
misguided. Great Britain is one of our closest,
strongest allies, and there is a link, a bond
there that will not break. And I think that’s
true not only on the economic front, but also
on issues of common security. 

And in our conversations here, we talked
not only about the need to coordinate around
economic policy, but also I expressed to the
Prime Minister America’s extraordinary grati-
tude for their support in our efforts in Afghan-
istan and the young men and women of Great
Britain who have made enormous sacrifices
there. Although there was a debate, obviously,
around the issue of Iraq, nevertheless, wheth-
er you were for or against the war here in the
United States, the recognition of Great Brit-
ain’s friendship and standing tall with us dur-
ing that period is something that will never be
forgotten.

And so rest assured that the relationship is
not only special and strong, but will only get
stronger as time goes on.

Prime Minister Brown. Let me just thank
President Obama for his welcome, for his hos-
pitality, for his leadership of his country and
the inspiration he’s giving the world at this
very difficult time.

And I’ve come here to renew our special re-
lationship for new times. It’s a partnership of
purpose. It’s a partnership of purpose that is
born out of shared values. It’s a partnership of
purpose that is founded on a determination to
rise to every challenge. And I think it’s a part-
nership of purpose that is driven forward now
by the need for us all to work together in unity
to deal with the world economic problems.

And I’m grateful for the conversations I’m
having with President Obama about this and
about other things. And I’m grateful, too, that
Michelle and Sarah will be meeting later this
afternoon, and I know they’ll have an enjoy-
able time as well.

President Obama. Absolutely. Okay.

International Financial System/Financial Mar-
kets

Q. Prime Minister, your Chancellor has said
overnight that it is our collective responsibility,
all of us have to have the humility to accept
that over the last few years things have got out
of alignment. Is that a form of apology from
the Government? Are you apologizing for the
problems that there have been over the past
10 years in the financial system?

Prime Minister Brown. Well, there’s got to
be deep regulatory change. We’ve just been
talking, Barack and I, about the need for prop-
er supervision of shadow banking systems, of
areas where there was bank practices that
were unacceptable, where remuneration poli-
cies got out of hand and weren’t based on
long-term success but on short-term deals.
And these are the changes that we’ve already
announced that we are going to make.

So we’ve learned from what has happened
over these last 10 years. Things have happened
in every part of the world that we’re having to
learn about, as well, and you’ve got an interna-
tional financial system that we’ve now got to
show can be brought to work in the public in-
terest. 

So every country is learning and every coun-
try is taking action. And what we are talking
about today is how by us taking action, Britain
and America, we can help other countries that
join us in making for a more stable and effec-
tive financial system.

President Obama. Caren [Caren Bohan, Re-
uters].

Financial Markets/International Financial
System

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The stock
market has fallen to lows since—it’s not seen
since 1997 this week, and an undercurrent of
these declines is the fear that your plans to fix
the banking sector might not work. And I’m
wondering if you could talk about your plans
and whether you think you can give reassur-
ances that they will, in fact, work. 

And, Prime Minister Brown, I wanted your
view on whether you think your two countries
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have a handle on the banking sector problems
that are affecting both your countries.

President Obama. Well, let me say this: I’m
absolutely confident that they will work. And
I’m absolutely confident that credit is going to
be flowing again, that businesses are going to
start seeing opportunities for investment,
they’re going to start hiring again, people are
going to be put back to work.

What I’m looking at is not the day-to-day gy-
rations of the stock market, but the long-term
ability for the United States and the entire
world economy to regain its footing. And, you
know, the stock market is sort of like a tracking
poll in politics. It bobs up and down day to day,
and if you spend all your time worrying about
that, then you’re probably going to get the long-
term strategy wrong.

Now, having said that, the banking system
has been dealt a heavy blow. It has to do with
many of the things that Prime Minister Brown
alluded to: lax regulation, massive over lever-
age, huge systemic risks taken by unregulated
institutions, as well as regulated institutions.
And so there are a lot of losses that are working
their way through the system. And it’s not sur-
prising that the market is hurting as a conse-
quence. In fact, I think what we’re seeing is that
as people absorb the depths of the problem that
existed in the banking system, as well as the in-
ternational ramifications of it, that there’s going
to be a natural reaction. 

On the other hand, what you’re now seeing is
profit and earning ratios are starting to get to
the point where buying stocks is a potentially
good deal if you’ve got a long-term perspective
on it. I think that consumer confidence—as
they see the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act taking root, businesses are starting to
see opportunities for investment and potential
hiring; we are going to start creating jobs again. 

One of the things that Prime Minister Brown
and I talked about is how can we coordinate so
that all the G–20 countries, all the major coun-
tries around the world, in a coordinated fashion,
are stimulating their economies; how can we
make sure that there are a common set of prin-
ciples, in terms of how we’re approaching bank-

ing, so that problems that exist in emerging
markets like Hungary or the Ukraine don’t have
these enormous ripple effects that wash back
onto our shores, and we’re providing them with
some help in a coordinated international fash-
ion as well.

All those steps, I think, are going to slowly
build confidence. But it’s not going to happen
overnight. And my main message to the Ameri-
can people is to just recognize that we dug a
very deep hole for ourselves; there were a lot of
bad decisions that were made; we are cleaning
up that mess. It’s going to be sort of full of fits
and starts in terms of getting the mess cleaned
up, but it’s going to get cleaned up. And we are
going to recover, and we are going to emerge
more prosperous, more unified, and I think
more protected from systemic risk, having
learned these lessons, than we were before.

Prime Minister Brown. I think President
Obama is absolutely right. And I think the his-
tory books will record that what he has done in
his first, well, nearly 50 days of office has been
momentous in setting the means by which we
can see the economic recovery happening.

We’ve had a global banking failure, and it’s
happened in every part of the world. It’s almost
like a power cut that went right across the fi-
nancial system. And we have got to rebuild that
financial system. We’ve got to isolate the bad as-
sets. We’ve got to underwrite the financial sys-
tem so that loans can start again to businesses
and then families. And we’ve got to get enough
lending into the economy so that peo-
ple—enough credit so that people are able to go
about their normal business again. 

And that’s why we’re looking ahead to the G–
20 in London in April, because a bad bank any-
where can affect good banks everywhere. So
we’ve got to root out the problems that exist in
other parts of the world as well, set principles
with the banking system for the future, and
make sure that the banks subscribe to lending
agreements where they actually increase the
lending that is available to citizens in every
country.

President Obama. Yes. One last one.
Prime Minister Brown. Tom.
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The President’s Relationship With Prime Min-
ister Brown/International Financial System

Q. Tom Bradby from ITV News. Prime
Minister, Mr. President, should all govern-
ments at this point acknowledge mistakes of
policy and regulation in the past? Would that
be helpful or unhelpful, in general? And can I
just ask you, an awful lot of ink is used describ-
ing the individual relationships between Prime
Ministers and Presidents. Could I just ask you
to describe how at this point you find working
with each other?

President Obama. Well, I will say that this is
my third meeting with Prime Minister Brown,
and I’d like to think that our relationship is ter-
rific. And I’m sure he won’t dispute me, in
front of me anyway. [Laughter] No, look, I
think that the Prime Minister has taken the
helm of the British economy at a very difficult
time. As he noted, I’ve just come in recently.
But I think that there are a set of shared values
and shared assumptions between us: that we
believe in the free market; we believe in a gov-
ernment that is not overbearing and allows en-
trepreneurs and businesses to thrive. But we
also share a common belief that there have to
be sufficient regulatory structures in place so
that the market doesn’t spin out of control.

I think, on the international front, we have a
shared world view that it is important for us to
be true to our values and ideals of rule of law,
of a belief in human rights, a belief in our
democratic practices, but that we also have to
be respectful around the world and to listen
and not simply dictate; that in this new world
that we live in, that the way to get things done
is to build partnerships and alliances, as op-
posed to acting unilaterally.

So I think both on the economy and
both—and on foreign policy, we’ve got a
shared world view that allows us to work to-
gether very effectively. And he also has a won-
derful family, as I do. [Laughter] So we can al-
ways talk about our spectacular wives and our
wonderful children.

With respect to the first part of your ques-
tion, look, I think there is no doubt that, set-
ting aside who’s to blame, that in the past
there have been some mistakes and lessons
learned in terms of how we deal with the fi-
nancial sector. Globalization can be an enor-
mous force for good. And one of the things
that we’ve talked about repeatedly is that
countries in this crisis cannot start turning in-
ward and try to erect protectionist barriers.
We should encourage trade. The fact that we
have a global capital system allows money to
flow to areas that previously couldn’t get capi-
tal. That allows them to develop and to grow.
That can grow the economy worldwide, in-
crease trade, and that potentially benefits ev-
erybody.

But what is also true is, is that when you’ve
got trillions of dollars that can now move at the
speed of light, when you’ve got a whole series
of unregulated pools of dollars outside of the
banking system, but we still have a 1930s regu-
latory system in place in most countries de-
signed from the last great crisis, that we’ve got
to update our institutions, our regulatory
frameworks, so that the power of globalization
is channeled for the benefit of ordinary men
and women, so that they have jobs, they can
purchase a home, they can send their children
to college, and prosper and thrive, and that the
benefits of globalization aren’t just for a small
handful of people who are not accountable.

And that’s the kind of transformation that
we’re obviously trying to bring about here in
the United States, and I suspect that that’s a
view that Gordon shares.

Prime Minister Brown. Yes, Tom, I’ve en-
joyed every conversation that we’ve had, both
on the telephone and when we’ve met. I don’t
think I could ever compete with you at basket-
ball—perhaps tennis.

President Obama. Tennis, I hear you got a
game.

Prime Minister Brown. Yes, we could may-
be have a——

President Obama. We haven’t tried it yet.
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Prime Minister Brown. I don’t know if
you—I think you’d be better. But there we are.

As far as the common interests that we’re
pursuing, look, there is the possibility in the
next few months of a global New Deal that will
involve all the countries of the world in sorting
out and cleaning up the banking system. And
there is the possibility of all the different coun-
tries of the world coming together to agree the
expansion in the economy that is necessary to
both restore confidence and to give people jobs
and growth and prosperity for the future. 

And there is the possibility of the internation-
al institutions for the first time being reformed
in such a way that they can do the job that peo-
ple want them to do and deal with some of the
problems that exist in the poorest countries of
the world. And there’s a chance also that the re-
covery that we’re talking about can be a green
recovery, a low-carbon recovery, where each
country in different parts of the world can work
on this together.

So the opportunities are there. I’ve said to
the President that almost every leader I meet
wants the best possible relationship and the
most—highest degree of cooperation for the fu-
ture.

And so the challenges are momentous and
global. The response of leaders around the
world is to want to work together. And I believe
that we can make a contribution not just to each
of our own economies, but make a contribution
to the world economy, helping each economy if
we can actually work together. And that’s why
our talk about the G–20 is very important. We
hope to make progress on April the 2d.

And as far as regulation, I want the regulato-
ry system to be reformed to meet the needs of
our times. When we made changes in 1997, we
made changes for the times of 1997. The finan-
cial markets have moved global since then, and
we need a global means of bringing people to-
gether so there’s proper supervision of the sys-
tem. You don’t want shadow banking systems.
You don’t want regulatory tax havens. So we’ve
got to act as a world together to deal with that.
And that’s one of the things we’ll be talking
about in April in London.

Terror Attack in Pakistan/Global Terrorism/Af-
ghanistan

Q. Can you just talk about the Pakistan terror
attack today on the cricket team? You, in partic-
ular, Mr. President, have made it clear that
you’ve got to see Afghanistan and Pakistan to-
gether. How do you think that the world com-
munity can support Pakistan?

President Obama. Well, the details are still
coming in, and so I don’t want to be too specif-
ic. 

Q. [Inaudible]
President Obama. Well, obviously, we’re

deeply concerned. But let me just make a gen-
eral statement: Both Great Britain and the
United States share a deep interest in ensuring
that neither Afghanistan nor Pakistan are safe
havens for terrorist activity. 

And we have coordinated effectively in the
past. But the truth is, is that the situation in Af-
ghanistan has deteriorated. The safe havens for
Al Qaida remain in the frontier regions of Paki-
stan. And we are conducting currently a com-
prehensive review of our policies with respect
to Afghanistan, with respect to Pakistan, our co-
ordination with our NATO allies and other
members of the international security forces
that are there. I will be making a series of an-
nouncements prior to the NATO summit that
immediately follows the G–20 summit, in terms
of the direction that the United States would
like to go.

What I’m confident in is that our strongest
partner in that effort once again will be the
United Kingdom and the Prime Minister sitting
next to me. 

Okay, thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Sarah Brown, wife, and John and
Fraser, sons, of Prime Minister Brown. Report-
ers referred to President Dmitry A. Medvedev
of Russia; and Chancellor of the Exchequer
Alistair M. Darling of the United Kingdom.
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Remarks on the 160th Anniversary of the Department of the Interior
March 3, 2009

Thank you very much. Please have a seat.
Thank you, Ken—thank you, Mr. Secretary. It
is my honor to join you and the hard-working
public servants here at the Department of the
Interior as we mark a milestone in the distin-
guished history of this Department. 

As Ken mentioned, 160 years ago today,
with the tally of a contentious vote, amidst
growing tensions between North and South, as
our Nation expanded westward, a deeply di-
vided Senate passed the bill that created the
Department of the Interior.

The Department was born less of a singular
purpose than of a multitude of needs; it was
founded to serve a growing nation whose roles
and responsibilities were growing as well. The
Department even earned a nickname, “The
Department of Everything Else.” [Laughter]

Yet, throughout our history, as Interior has
performed a set of ever-changing and often
unrelated duties, an overarching mission has
emerged: to defend the natural bounty of this
country and the welfare of its people. As Sec-
retary Salazar has said, you have become the
“Department of America.” 

For the services you provide touch the lives
of all Americans, from the clean water we
drink to the clean energy we must generate;
from historic monuments and museums that
educate and inspire to the vast wilderness that
each new generation can discover and explore.
You manage 500 million acres of land, or
roughly one-fifth of the area of the United
States, and 1.7 billion acres offshore.

It was under this Department—it was this
Department under President Teddy Roosevelt
that helped lead an unprecedented effort to
protect our natural resources. It was under
this Department, under President Franklin
Roosevelt, that Secretary Harold Ickes super-
vised the Civilian Conservation Corps to help
us overcome the Great Depression.

And your mission is more important than
ever before. The Interior Department manag-
es the land on which 30 percent of the Na-
tion’s energy is produced. So you have a major
role to play, all of you, in our clean energy fu-

ture. The Nation is depending on you to help
us end the tyranny of foreign oil and become
energy independent by harnessing the wind
and the sun, our water, our soil, and American
innovation.

That’s why I’m proud to join you this after-
noon. That’s why I am pleased that this De-
partment is in the capable hands of my great
friend Ken Salazar. And that is why the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act creates
jobs by making historic investments in the De-
partment of the Interior. 

This plan will provide more than $3 billion
to the Department to create jobs doing the
work that America needs you to do. It will cre-
ate jobs increasing our capacity to generate re-
newable energy on public lands and retrofit-
ting facilities to be far more energy efficient. It
will provide for the renovation of laboratories
and the replacement of research equipment
that in some cases is half a century old.

We’ll fund the long-delayed work to pre-
serve our natural wonders and historic land-
marks, from Yellowstone National Park to the
Statue of Liberty. And we will invest in the
roads on which 275 million visitors travel to
reach these sites across our country.

We’ll provide clean, reliable drinking water
to rural areas, promote water conservation, re-
pair aging water infrastructure. 

And the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act will rebuild and remodel schools on
Indian reservations across this country, while
providing more than $100 million in loans to
spur job creation in the Indian economy. 

Under the leadership of Secretary Salazar,
these investments will be made with unprece-
dented oversight. In the past, as all of you
know, we’ve seen lapses that have damaged
the reputation of this Department, despite the
integrity and faithful service of the vast majori-
ty of people who work here. In just these first
5 weeks, Secretary Salazar has helped bring
about a new era of responsibility and account-
ability. It is in this spirit that my recovery plan
is being implemented.
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Finally, today I’ve signed a memorandum
that will help restore the scientific process to its
rightful place at the heart of the Endangered
Species Act, a process undermined by past ad-
ministrations. The work of scientists and experts
in my administration, including right here in the
Interior Department, will be respected. For
more than three decades, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act has successfully protected our Nation’s
most threatened wildlife, and we should be
looking for ways to improve it, not weaken it.

Throughout our history, there’s been a ten-
sion between those who’ve sought to conserve
our natural resources for the benefit of future
generations, and those who have sought to prof-
it from these resources. But I’m here to tell you
this is a false choice. With smart, sustainable
policies, we can grow our economy today and
preserve the environment for ourselves, our
children, and our grandchildren. That is what
we must do. 

For you know, you know that our long-term
prosperity depends upon the faithful steward-
ship of the air we breathe, the water we drink,
and the land that we sow. That’s a sacred trust,
the importance of which cannot be measured
merely by the acres we protect, the miles of riv-
ers we preserve, the energy we draw from pub-
lic lands. 

It’s a child wandering amidst ancient red-
woods, a love for science stirred as she looks
skyward. It’s a young man running his hand
along the walls at Ellis Island, where his grand-
mother once carried her every possession and

the hope of a new life. It’s a family hiking along
canyons carved by ancient floods, or mountains
shaped by shifting continents, finding peace in
the beauty of the natural world. These are expe-
riences that enrich our lives and remind us of
the blessings that we share. 

And that was certainly the case for me. As
many of you know, I spent much of my child-
hood in Hawaii, a place of extraordinary beauty
and—[applause]—we’ve got a Hawaiian in
there—[laughter]—a place of extraordinary
beauty, and one that’s home to several national
parks and historic sites. But before my 11th
birthday, my grandmother decided it was time
for me to see the mainland. 

So my grandmother, my mother, my sister
and I all flew to Seattle. And we drove down the
coast along the coast of California, and then east
to the Grand Canyon. We headed across the
Great Plains and to the Great Lakes, before
heading back West through Yellowstone. 

That was an experience I will never forget.
It’s an experience I want for my daughters, and
for all of our daughters and sons, to see the in-
credible beauty of this Nation. It’s an experi-
ence that’s only possible because of the work
you do each and every day.

So thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. Thank you, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:13 p.m. at the
Interior Department. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Zimbabwe
March 3, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance

with this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, stat-
ing that the national emergency with respect to
the actions and policies of certain members of
the Government of Zimbabwe and other per-
sons to undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic pro-
cesses or institutions is to continue in effect be-
yond March 6, 2009.

The crisis constituted by the actions and poli-
cies of certain members of the Government of
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Zimbabwe and other persons to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions has not been resolved. These actions and
policies pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in force the
sanctions to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 3, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 4. The
notice of March 3 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of
China
March 3, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of section
1512 of the Strom Thurmond National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999
(Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify to the
Congress that the export of two environmental
chambers to be used to test automotive parts is
not detrimental to the U.S. space launch in-
dustry, and that the material and equipment,
including any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from this export, will not

measurably improve the missile or space
launch capabilities of the People’s Republic of
China.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 3, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 4.

Remarks on Government Contracting 
March 4, 2009

Good morning. Even if these were the best
of times, budget reform would be long over-
due in Washington, and we have here some
folks who have been working on these issues
for a long time. But these are far from the best
of times. By any measure, my administration
inherited a fiscal disaster. When we walked in
the door, we found a budget deficit of $1.3 tril-
lion, the largest in American history. And this
fiscal burden has been compounded by the
most severe economic crisis since the Great
Depression. It’s a crisis that requires us to take
swift and aggressive action to put Americans
back to work and to make the long-delayed in-
vestments in energy, health care, and educa-
tion that can build a new foundation for
growth.

As we get our economy moving, we must al-
so turn the tide on an era of fiscal irresponsi-

bility so that we can sustain our recovery, en-
hance accountability, and avoid leaving our
children a mountain of debt. And that’s why
even as we make the necessary investments to
put our economy back on track, we’re propos-
ing significant changes that will help bring the
yawning deficits we inherited under control.
We are cutting what we don’t need to make
room for what we do.

The budget plan I outlined last week in-
cludes $2 trillion in deficit reduction. It reduc-
es discretionary spending for nondefense pro-
grams as a share of the economy that—by
more than 10 percent over the next decade, to
the lowest level in nearly half a century. I want
to repeat that. I want to make sure everybody
catches this, because I think sometimes the
chatter on the cable stations hasn’t been clear
about this. My budget reduces discretionary
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spending for nondefense programs as a share of
the economy by more than 10 percent over the
next decade, and it will take it to the lowest lev-
el in nearly half a century.

In addition, today I’m announcing that part
of this deficit reduction will include reforms in
how government does business, which will save
the American people up to $40 billion each
year. It starts with reforming our broken system
of Government contracting. There is a funda-
mental public trust that we must uphold. The
American people’s money must be spent to ad-
vance their priorities, not to line the pockets of
contractors or to maintain projects that don’t
work.

Recently that public trust has not always
been kept. Over the last 8 years, Government
spending on contracts has doubled to over half
a trillion dollars. Far too often, the spending is
plagued by massive cost overruns, outright
fraud, and the absence of oversight and ac-
countability. In some cases, contracts are
awarded without competition. In others, con-
tractors actually oversee other contractors. We
are spending money on things that we don’t
need, and we’re paying more than we need to
pay. And that’s completely unacceptable.

This problem cuts across the Government,
but I want to focus on one particular example,
and that is the situation in defense contracting.
Now, I want to be clear, as Commander in
Chief, I will do whatever it takes to defend the
American people, which is why we’ve increased
funding for the best military in the history of
the world. We’ll make new investments in 21st
century capabilities to meet new strategic chal-
lenges, and we will always give our men and
women the—in uniform, the equipment and
the support that they need to get the job done.

But I reject the false choice between secur-
ing this Nation and wasting billions of taxpayer
dollars. And in this time of great challenges, I
recognize the real choice between investments
that are designed to keep the American people
safe and those that are designed to make a de-
fense contractor rich.

Last year, the Government Accountability
Office, GAO, looked into 95 major defense
projects and found cost overruns that totaled
$295 billion. Let me repeat: That’s $295 billion

in wasteful spending. And this wasteful spend-
ing has many sources. It comes from invest-
ments and unproven technologies. It comes
from a lack of oversight. It comes from influ-
ence peddling and indefensible no-bid con-
tracts that have cost American taxpayers billions
of dollars.

In Iraq, too much money has been paid out
for services that were never performed, build-
ings that were never completed, companies that
skimmed off the top. At home, too many con-
tractors have been allowed to get away with de-
lay after delay after delay in developing unprov-
en weapon systems.

It’s time for this waste and inefficiency to
end. It’s time for a Government that only in-
vests in what works. And what’s encouraging is,
is that there is broad bipartisan consensus on
behalf of reform, and we are committed to tak-
ing swift action that changes our system of con-
tracting to save taxpayers’ money.

So here are a couple of immediate steps
we’re going to take. First, with the Presidential
memorandum that I’m signing, I am instructing
my administration to dramatically reform the
way we do business on contracts across the
entire Government. So starting today, Peter
Orszag, my budget director, will work with
Cabinet officials and agency heads to develop
tough new guidelines on contracting by the end
of September. We will stop outsourcing services
that should be performed by the Government
and open up the contracting process to small
businesses. We will end unnecessary no-bid and
cost-plus contracts that run up a bill that is paid
by the American people, and we will strengthen
oversight to maximize transparency and
accountability. Altogether, these reforms can
save the American people up to $40 billion each
year.

Second, we must make investments to keep
our country safe while cutting back on the waste
and inefficiency that isn’t. And that’s why I’m so
pleased to support the goals of the bipartisan ef-
fort on procurement reform that has been led
by our own Carl Levin and John McCain in the
Senate. They have done extraordinary work try-
ing to push this issue to the forefront. We want
to see if we can partner with Senator McCain
and Senator Levin to get this done as soon as
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possible. And thanks to Secretary Gates, some
of the reforms that they’ve talked about are al-
ready beginning to take shape. And I’ve asked
him to work with Senators Levin and McCain
on developing this legislation as it moves for-
ward. And Bill Lynn, who is heading up pro-
curement issues at our White House as Depu-
ty Secretary of Defense, is going to be leading
the charge on this as well.

I can assure you that this will be a priority
for my administration. It’s time to end the ex-
tra costs and long delays that are all too com-
mon in our defense contracting. We need to
invest in technologies that are proven and
cost-effective. We need more competition for
contracts and more oversight as they’re carried
out. If a system isn’t ready to be developed, we
shouldn’t pour resources into it. And if a sys-
tem is plagued by cost overruns, it should be
reformed. No more excuses, no more delays.
The days of giving defense contractors a blank
check are over.

Now, none of this will be easy. We’ll have to
end old ways of doing business. We’ll have to
take on entrenched special interests. We’ll
have to break bad habits that have built up
over many years. But we can’t keep spending
good money after bad. All across America,
families are making hard choices, and now

we’re going to have to do the same. I can
promise you that this is just the beginning of a
new way of doing business here in Washing-
ton, because the American people have every
right to expect and to demand a Government
that is more efficient, more accountable, and
more responsible in keeping the public’s trust.

And I also want to acknowledge a couple of
Congressmen—Congressman Towns and
Congressman Welch, who have been working
diligently on this issue, and Claire McCaskill
in the Senate, who has been sharpening her
pencils and working with IGs across depart-
ments to see if we can make some significant
reforms and improvements as well.

And again, thank you to Senators McCain
and Senators Levin for their outstanding lead-
ership on this issue. We look forward to get-
ting it done. This is going to be just one more
aspect of the kind of reform that’s going to be
critical in the months and years to come.

Thank you everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of
Management and Budget. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Congressional Committee Chairs
March 4, 2009

Everybody, please be seated. Do not fear,
no long speeches here. [Laughter] We just
want to say welcome on behalf of Michelle and
myself. We’re so glad all of you could join us.

Obviously, the country is going through an
extraordinarily difficult time, and we are going
to have some monumental debates taking
place over the next several months and years.
We also know that we’re not always going to
agree on everything. But given how hard so
many of you are working on both sides of the
aisle, day in, day out, we thought it was impor-
tant for us to be able to step back for a mo-
ment, remind ourselves that we have things in
common—family, friends, laughter—and
hopefully, we’ll have a chance to appreciate

each other a little bit, take a timeout before we
dive back into the game.

So we hope you have a wonderful eve-
ning—not to mention the fact that this is a
pretty big house, so we get lonely. [Laughter]
So—and it’s hard for me to move around out
there sometimes so I’ve got to bring the world
to me.

But, anyway, I’m grateful for all of you com-
ing. Michelle is thrilled that you’re here. And
we hope you just have a wonderful evening.

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:43 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.
182



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 5
Remarks at the Opening Session of the White House Forum on Health
Reform
March 5, 2009

Everybody please have a seat. Thank you so
much, Travis, for the wonderful introduction.
Thank you for Melody Barnes, who has done
more than anyone to help coordinate this forum
and its extraordinary work, and so we appreci-
ate her leadership.

We’re here today to discuss one of the great-
est threats not just to the well-being of our fam-
ilies and the prosperity of our businesses, but to
the very foundation of our economy, and that’s
the exploding costs of health care in America
today.

In the last 8 years, premiums have grown
four times faster than wages. An additional 9
million Americans have joined the ranks of the
uninsured. The cost of health care now causes a
bankruptcy in America every 30 seconds. By the
end of the year, it could cause 1.5 million Amer-
icans to lose their homes. Even for folks who
are weathering this economic storm and have
health care right now, all it takes is one stroke of
bad luck—an accident or an illness, a divorce, a
lost job—to become one of the nearly 46 mil-
lion uninsured or the millions who have health
care, but really can’t afford what they’ve got.

We didn’t get here by accident. The prob-
lems we face today are a direct consequence of
actions that we failed to take yesterday. Since
Teddy Roosevelt first called for reform nearly a
century ago, we have talked, and we have tin-
kered. We have tried and fallen short. We’ve
stalled for time, and again, we have failed to act
because of Washington politics or industry lob-
bying. And today, there are those who say we
should defer health care reform once again; that
at a time of economic crisis, we simply can’t af-
ford to fix our health care system as well. 

Well, let me be clear: The same soaring costs
that are straining families’ budgets are sinking
our businesses and eating up our Government’s
budget too. Too many small businesses can’t in-
sure their employees. Major American corpora-
tions are struggling to compete with their for-
eign counterparts, and companies of all sizes
are shipping their jobs overseas or shutting their
doors for good. Medical—Medicare costs are

consuming our Federal budget; I don’t have to
tell Members of Congress this. Medicaid is
overwhelming our State budgets; I don’t need
to tell Governors and State legislatures that.

At the fiscal summit that we held here last
week, the one thing on which everyone agreed
was that the greatest threat to America’s fiscal
health is not Social Security, though that’s a sig-
nificant challenge; it’s not the investments that
we’ve made to rescue our economy during this
crisis. By a wide margin, the biggest threat to
our Nation’s balance sheet is the skyrocketing
cost of health care. It’s not even close. 

That’s why we cannot delay this discussion
any longer. That’s why today’s forum is so im-
portant. Because health care reform is no lon-
ger just a moral imperative, it’s a fiscal impera-
tive. If we want to create jobs and rebuild our
economy and get our Federal budget under
control, then we have to address the crushing
cost of health care this year, in this administra-
tion. Making investments in reform now, invest-
ments that will dramatically lower costs, won’t
add to our budget deficits in the long term.
Rather, it is one of the best ways—in fact maybe
the only way—to reduce those long-term costs. 

Now, I know people are skeptical about
whether Washington can bring about this
change. Our inability to reform health care in
the past is just one example of how special in-
terests have had their way and the public inter-
est has fallen by the wayside. And I know peo-
ple are afraid we’ll draw the same old lines in
the sand and give in to the same entrenched in-
terests and arrive back at the same stalemate
that we’ve been stuck in for decades. 

But I am here today, and I believe you are
here today, because this time is different. This
time, the call for reform is coming from the bot-
tom up and from all across the spectrum, from
doctors, from nurses, from patients, from
unions, from businesses, from hospitals, health
care providers, community groups. It’s coming
from mayors and Governors and legisla-
tures—Democrats, Republicans—all who are
racing ahead of Washington to pass bold health
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care initiatives on their own. This time, there
is no debate about whether all Americans
should have quality, affordable health care.
The only question is, how? 

And the purpose of this forum is to start an-
swering that question, to determine how we
lower costs for everyone, improve quality for
everyone, and expand coverage to all Ameri-
cans. And our goal will be to enact compre-
hensive health care reform by the end of this
year. That is our commitment. That is our
goal.

Now, in the past month alone, we’ve done a
lot more to advance that goal than we’ve done
in the past decade. We’ve provided and pro-
tected coverage for 11 million children from
working families and for 7 million Americans
who’ve lost their jobs in this downturn. We’ve
made the largest investment in history in pre-
ventive care, invested in electronic medical re-
cords that will save money, ensure privacy, and
save lives. We’ve launched a new effort to find
a cure for cancer in our time. We’ve also set
aside in our budget a health care reserve fund
to finance comprehensive reform. I know that
more will be required, but this is a significant
downpayment that’s fully paid for, does not
add one penny to our deficit. And I look for-
ward to working with Congress and the Ameri-
can people to get this budget passed.

Now, as we work to determine the details of
health care reform, we won’t always see eye to
eye. We may disagree—and disagree strong-
ly—about particular measures. But we know
that there are plenty of areas of agreement as
well, and that should serve as the starting
points for our work.

We can all agree that if we want to bring
down skyrocketing costs, we’ll need to mod-
ernize our system and invest in prevention.
We can agree that if we want greater account-
ability and responsibility, we have to ensure
that people aren’t overcharged for prescription
drugs or discriminated against for preexisting
conditions. And we need to eliminate fraud,
waste, and abuse in Government programs. I
think most of us would agree that if we want to
cover all Americans, we can’t make the mis-
take of trying to fix what isn’t broken. So if
somebody has insurance they like, they should

be able to keep that insurance. If they have a
doctor that they like, they should be able to
keep their doctor. They should just pay less for
the care that they receive. 

And finally, we can all agree that if we want
to translate these goals into policies, we need a
process that is as transparent and inclusive as
possible. And that’s why I’ve asked all of
you—representatives of organizations, inter-
ests, and parties from across the spectrum—to
join us here today. In fact, this was the hottest
ticket in town. [Laughter] That’s why we asked
concerned citizens like the folks on this stage
to organize open meetings across America
where people could air their views. As Travis
said, more than 3,000 meetings were held in
all 50 States and DC; more than 30,000 people
attended. I thank them for their input and
their ideas and look forward to reading the re-
port that Travis has presented to me.

In this effort, every voice has to be heard,
every idea must be considered, every option
must be on the table. There should be no sa-
cred cows. Each of us must accept that none of
us will get everything that we want, and that
no proposal for reform will be perfect. If that’s
the measure, we will never get anything done.
But when it comes to addressing our health
care challenge, we can no longer let the per-
fect be the enemy of the essential. And I don’t
think anybody would argue that we are on a
sustainable path when it comes to health care.

Finally, I want to be very clear at the outset
that while everyone has a right to take part in
this discussion, nobody has the right to take it
over and dominate. The status quo is the one
option that’s not on the table, and those who
seek to block any reform at all—any reform at
any costs—will not prevail this time around.

I didn’t come here to Washington to work
for those interests. I came here to work for the
American people, the folks I met on the cam-
paign trail, the people I hear from every single
day in the White House. Folks who are work-
ing hard, making all the right decisions, but
still face choices that no one in this country
should have to make: how long to put off that
doctor’s appointment; whether to fill that pre-
scription; when to give up and head to the
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emergency room because there are no other
options.

I’ve read some of the many letters they’ve
sent asking me for help, and they’re usually not
asking for much. I don’t get letters where peo-
ple are just asking for a free ride, for a handout.
Most of them are embarrassed about their situ-
ation; they would rather not have to ask for
help. They start, usually, by saying that they’ve
never written a letter like this before. Some end
by apologizing, saying they’ve written to me be-
cause they have nowhere else to turn, asking me
not to forget about them, not to forget about
their families.

But there are a lot of people out there who
are desperate. There’s a lot of desperation out
there. Today I want them and people like them
across this country to know that I have not for-
gotten them. We have not forgotten them. They
are why we’re here today, to start delivering the
change they demanded at the polls in Novem-
ber, that they have continued to demand since
the election. And if we’re successful, if we can

pass comprehensive reform, these folks will see
their costs come down, they’ll get the care they
need, and we’ll help our businesses create jobs
again so our economy can grow.

So it’s not going to be easy. And there are go-
ing to be false starts and setbacks and mistakes
along the way. But I’m confident, if we come to-
gether and work together, we will finally
achieve what generations of Americans have
fought for and fulfill the promise of health care
in our time. And what a remarkable achieve-
ment that would be, something that Democrats
and Republicans, business and labor, consumer
groups and providers, all of us could share ex-
traordinary pride in finally dealing with some-
thing that has been vexing us for so long.

So let’s get to work. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to firefighter Travis Ulerick; and
Melody C. Barnes, Director, Domestic Policy
Council.

Remarks and a Discussion at the Closing Session of the White House Forum
on Health Reform
March 5, 2009

The President. To Sir Edward Kenne-
dy—that’s the kind of greeting a knight de-
serves. [Laughter] It is thrilling to see you here,
Teddy. We are so grateful for you taking the
time to be here and the extraordinary work that
your committee has already started to do, along
with Mike Enzi, and I know Max Baucus and
Chuck Grassley on the Senate side. Henry, I
know that you guys are gearing to go on the
House side.

So I just want to, first of all, thank all of you
for participating. Today was the first discussion
in this effort, but it was not the last. In the com-
ing days and weeks, we’ll be convening a series
of meetings with senior administration officials
here at the White House to further explore
some of the key issues that were raised today
and to bring more voices into the conversation. 

But my understanding is, is that we had an
extraordinarily productive set of sessions
throughout the day. And I’ve gotten a readout

from some of the breakout groups and breakout
sessions. And I just want to summarize a few
things that my staff thought were notable and
that I thought were notable and are worth
mentioning before I start taking some questions
or some comments.

First of all, a clear consensus that the need
for health care reform is here and now—Sena-
tors Hatch, Enzi, Congressman Jim Cooper,
and many others agreed that we can do health
care reform. Senator Hatch said that we needed
leadership on both sides, and he believes that
Democrats and Republicans need to put poli-
tics aside and work together to do it. Senator
Whitehouse said this isn’t a “Harry and Louise”
moment; it’s a “Thelma and Louise” moment.
[Laughter] We’re in the car headed towards the
cliff, and we must act.

Now, I just want to be clear: If you actually
saw the movie, they did drive over the cliff.
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[Laughter] So I just want to be clear, that’s not
our intention here. [Laughter]

Insurers agree. Scott Serota, with the
BlueCross BlueShield Association, said to con-
sider past opposition the past; it is not the
present. The time is right for action now. The
American Medical Association said that they
are here to be partners and to help. Tom Do-
nahue, with the Chamber of Commerce, said
that in the previous debate we knew where ev-
eryone stood; people are in different places
now, including business; and that there is a
vigorous understanding with all parties that
improvements are needed. And Congressman
Joe Barton complimented the process we’ve
begun and said that he can agree with the
principles that we’ve laid out. My staff thought
that was a very notable statement, they com-
plimenting the process. Melody, I think,
slipped that one in. [Laughter]

With respect to the cost of care, Richard
Kirsch, with the Health Care for America
Now, said that we can’t have a false dichotomy
between coverage and costs; that by covering
more people we can also lower costs at the
same time, presumably because those who are
not insured at the moment are ending up us-
ing extraordinarily expensive emergency room
care.

Senator Whitehouse—you got two quotes in
here. [Laughter] Senator Whitehouse pointed
out that we pay more than a trillion dollars
more than other countries for the same or low-
er qualities of care.

Ken Powell, CEO of General Mills and a
member of the Business Roundtable, stressed
the need to preserve the role of employers,
and that many employers are investing in ex-
cellent prevention programs that are reducing
costs and improving productivity. And I can
testify to that. I’ve met a lot of extraordinary
companies that have really taken the bull by
the horns and are doing extraordinary work.
Many participants stressed the need to invest
in prevention, to lower costs and improve care,
to tackle obesity, manage chronic care, invest
in comparative effectiveness.

Congressman Dingell talked about the need
to simplify the system to reduce costs and
medical errors. Senator Baucus mentioned the

need to make investments up front, such as
health IT and comparative effectiveness to get
big savings, and that we have to align incen-
tives towards quality. And Congressman Wax-
man suggested the same point that’s been
made earlier that we can’t control costs unless
everyone is covered.

With respect to the public plan, Congress-
woman Jan Schakowsky and the AFL–CIO
talked about the need to create a public option
in order to reduce costs to consumers and save
money within the system. There were others
who raised the—some concerns about the im-
pact of a public plan limiting choices.

As for paying for reform, Congressman Rob
Andrews challenged the group to identify ad-
ditional ways to pay for reform and suggested
that everyone needs to put something on the
table to get reform done. And Senator Wyden
raised the issue of modifying the tax exclusion
for higher income Americans.

Last set of points that we thought were no-
table, Senators Grassley and Hatch and Con-
gressman Dingell all discussed the need to ad-
dress medical malpractice and reduce defen-
sive medicine as a cost-saving measure.

So that’s just some of the points that were
made. I know that many of you had other in-
sights. They have all been recorded, and we
are going to be generating a document coming
out of this that summarizes much that was
heard in these various breakout sessions.

But what I want to do is just take some time
now to give all of you a chance to hear from
me directly, and I’m going to call on some
Members. I’m going to call from some of the
groups that were participating as well. I’m not
going to be able to get to everybody.

And since he got such a weak reception
when he walked in, I think that—[laugh-
ter]—it’s only fitting that we give Ted Kenne-
dy the first question. So we’ve got a micro-
phone here, Ted, go ahead—or comment; it
doesn’t have to be a question.

Senator Edward M. Kennedy. Thank you
very much, Mr. President. And I join in wel-
coming and seeing all of you once again at this
very special gathering. I join with all of those
that feel that this is the time—now is the time
for action. I think most of us who have been in
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this room before have seen other times when
the House and the Senate have made efforts,
but they haven’t been the kind of serious effort
that I think that we’re seeing right now.

If you look over this gathering here today,
you see the representatives of all the different
groups that we have met with over the period of
years. I mean, you have the insurance compa-
nies, you have the medical professions, all rep-
resented in one form or another. That has not
been the case over the history of the past, going
all the way back to Harry Truman’s time.

But it is the case now. And it is, I think, a
tribute to your leadership in bringing all these
people together and really a leadership of so
many that are gathered here today. Just in a
very brief look around, you can see representa-
tives of so many of the different interests. It’d
be hard to think of those interests being togeth-
er and being as concerned and providing the
leadership that they are as they are demonstrat-
ing that kind of a commitment as we have today.

What it does is basically challenges all of us
to really do the best we can. And I know that
you and all of your staff—I congratulate Max
Baucus and my colleagues who have done such
an extraordinary effort to date. Just say that I’m
looking forward to being a foot soldier in this
undertaking, and this time, we will not fail.
Thank you very much.

The President. Let me—I want to make sure
that we are getting a good cross-section of views
on this issue, so why don’t I call on our Republi-
can Leader, Mitch McConnell, if you’ve got any
thoughts or comments on the issue.

Entitlement Spending

Senator Addison M. “Mitch” McConnell.
First of all, Mr. President, thank you very much
for having this session today. I think it’s useful,
and it is significant, as Ted indicated, to have
everybody in the room.

I’m also among those, as you and I have dis-
cussed before, interested in seeing us address
entitlement reform, and admittedly, Medicare
and Medicaid would be a part of that, but also
Social Security. And particularly concerned
about having a mechanism in place that guaran-
tees you get a result. And I wonder where you
see yourself and the administration now, for ex-

ample, in supporting something like the Con-
rad-Gregg proposal, which would set in place a
mechanism that could actually guarantee that
we get a result, if not on Medicare and Medic-
aid, at least on Social Security.

The President. Well, I appreciate the ques-
tion, Mitch. As you know, we had a—I think
they can hear me through—as you know, we
had a fiscal responsibility summit similar to the
gathering that we’ve had here, although I have
to say the attendance here is even greater. And
what I said in that forum was that I was abso-
lutely committed to making sure that we got en-
titlement reform done.

The mechanism by which we do it, I think, is
going to have to be determined by you, Harry
Reid, Nancy Pelosi and John Boehner, and the
Members of Congress. We’ve got to make cer-
tain that the various committees are comfort-
able with how we move forward.

But the important point that I want to em-
phasize today is that on Medicare and Medic-
aid, in particular—which everybody here un-
derstands is the 800-pound gorilla—I don’t see
us being able to get an effective reform package
around those entitlements without fixing the
underlying problem of health care inflation. If
we’ve got 6, 7, 8 percent health care inflation,
we could fix Medicare and Medicaid temporari-
ly for a couple of years, but we would be back in
the same fix 10 years from now. And so our
most urgent task is to drive down costs both on
the private side and on the public side, because
Medicare and Medicaid costs have actually
gone up fairly comparably to what’s been hap-
pening in the private sector, what businesses
and families and others have been doing. That’s
why I think it’s so important for us to focus on
costs as part of this overall reform package.

With respect to Social Security, I actually
think it’s easier than Medicare and Medicaid,
and as a consequence, I’m going to be interest-
ed in working with you. And I know that others
like Senator Durbin, Lindsey Graham have al-
ready begun discussions about what the best
mechanisms would be. I remain committed to
that task.

But if we don’t tackle health care, then we’re
going to break the bank. I think that’s true at
the Federal level; I think it’s true at the State
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level. It’s certainly true for businesses, and it’s
certainly true for families. Okay.

Henry, do you want to just give a little feed-
back in terms of what you heard and any
points you’d like to make?

Representative Henry A. Waxman. Thank
you very much, Mr. President. Let me just say
that Senator Kennedy will not be a foot soldier
in this battle. He has been the inspiration to all
of us, all Americans who held out the dream
that every American ought to have affordable,
quality health care. And I want to salute him
for that. 

Mr. President, by bringing people togeth-
er—the different stakeholders, the people
representing different interest groups, the
Democrats and the Republicans, all of us to-
gether—I think you’ve given us an opportunity
not to insist that we get all that we want, but to
realize that we’re part of a process; and that we
if don’t get everything we want, the an-
swer—alternative is not to do nothing, as you
pointed out earlier, but to make sure that
we’ve got the best system we can develop. And
that has to be a system that includes all Ameri-
cans in health insurance that they’ll be able to
hold onto if they think they’re satisfied with it
or to be able to access if they don’t have it at
the present time.

So I think this is a very useful meeting. Our
breakout session was very on point. And I
think it leads all of us to recognize that we
have to work together. We all need to recog-
nize there are going to be tradeoffs, but if we
don’t get the tradeoff exactly the way we want
it, we’ve got to recognize there’s a broader
public goal and purpose. And your leadership,
I think, is going to make this bill possible to get
into law.

The President. Good. Thank you. Thank
you, Henry.

Is Jo Ann Emerson here? Where—there
you are. Good to see you, Jo Ann.

Health Care Reform

Representative Jo Ann Emerson. Thank you
very much for having me here today, and
thank you very much for your passion on this
issue. Coming from a very rural, poor district
in southeast and south central Missouri, I have

so many constituents who have no insurance,
nor do they have—nor do those who have in-
surance necessarily have access——

The President. ——to providers——
Rep. Emerson. ——to providers, particular-

ly primary providers. And so for us to be able
to get together, all stakeholders—Members of
the House, Senate, Republicans, Democrats,
business, labor, you name it—I think that
that’s critical. And I hope that all of us from
both parties will be willing to kind of take a
fresh look and say, you know, if there are laws
that we had on the books before, that they
need to be opened up if we need to change the
system. And I think all of us have to be willing
to kind of give a little, if you will.

And I thank you so very much because for
me this has been a passion for all 13 years I’ve
been in Congress. Thank you.

The President. Good. Well, listen, I appreci-
ate your point, Jo Ann, and I want to amplify
it. I think it is so important that all of us make
decisions throughout this process based on ev-
idence and data and what works, as opposed to
what our dug-in positions may have been in
the past. Because if we can at least agree on a
set of facts, we’re still going to have tough
choices, but we’re more likely to make good
decisions on behalf of families.

And so I want to be clear about my own
position in this process. When during the
campaign I put forward a plan for health care
reform, I thought it was a excellent plan, but I
don’t presume that it was a perfect plan or that
it was the best possible plan. It’s conceivable
that there were other ideas out there that we
had not thought of.

If there is a way of getting this done where
we’re driving down costs and people are get-
ting health insurance at an affordable rate and
have choice of doctor, have flexibility in terms
of their plans, and we could do that entirely
through the market, I’d be happy to do it that
way. If there was a way of doing it that in-
volved more government regulation and in-
volvement, I’m happy to do it that way as well.

I just want to figure out what works, and
that requires us to actually look at the evi-
dence and try to figure out, based on the expe-
rience that now has been accumulated for a lot
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of years, you know, how can we improve the
system. And I’m absolutely confident that
there’s going to be low-hanging fruit. For exam-
ple, the issue of health IT; I don’t think there’s
any dispute between Newt Gingrich and Ted
Kennedy that if we digitalize our health care
system, we’re going save money over the long
term, and we’re going to reduce error and save
lives.

There are going to be some other areas that’s
not such low-hanging fruit, and there’s greater
dispute about what might work, but we have to
keep that open mind that you called for, Jo Ann.
That’s going to be critical.

Let me go to Max Baucus and then Chuck
Grassley. I want to get a sense of the folks on
the finance committee; they’re going to have
some influence on this process. [Laughter] Just
a little bit. [Laughter] Max.

Senator Max S. Baucus. Thank you, Mr.
President. First, we’ve got some real luminaries
in this room—yourself. A few hours ago, you
mentioned that President Roosevelt tried to ac-
complish health care reform. He’s over there
right there in the corner. [Laughter]

The President. There’s Teddy—the other
Teddy. [Laughter]

Sen. Baucus. That’s right. And the third lumi-
nary is sitting right to my right, right here. And I
think in the spirit of all three of you, this is a ter-
rific opportunity.

Second, the American public wants it. That’s
a no-brainer. We’re at a time in American histo-
ry when the American people want health care
reform, for all the reasons that you mentioned.
And it is, as you mentioned, a moral and physi-
cal imperative. There’s no doubt about that.
And you’ve started this process I think in very
much the right way, namely, getting us all to-
gether, a tone and a culture and a feeling of co-
operation and a constructive ways, evidence-
based—what’s the science, what works/doesn’t
work, practically and pragmatically.

And the real key here is for us to continue
that frame of mind, to continue that attitude, to
keep everybody at the table. This is all-encom-
passing. There are tradeoffs everywhere. This is
not a short-term, tactical exercise. This is a stra-
tegic, longer term plan here that has to be a
uniquely American solution. We’re not Europe.

We’re not Canada. We’re not Japan. We’re not
other countries. We’re America, with public
and private participation. And there’s no doubt
in my mind, just tapping into the good old
American can-do and entrepreneurial spirit,
that we are going to find a solution. And the key
here really is to keep—for us to all stay at the ta-
ble, keep an open mind, after we’ve seen how
this works with that and so forth.

This is really not going to be easy; it has a
fairly steep learning curve for an awful lot of
people to get this done. But clearly the attitude
is here, that is, the frame of mind is here, the
desire is here to do this in a very cooperative
way. And I can’t thank you enough for your pro-
viding leadership to help make all that happen. 

The President. Thank you. Thank you,
Chuck. Thank you, Max. Chuck.

Private Insurance Plans

Senator Charles E. Grassley. Mr. President,
thank you very much for this opportunity.

From our breakout session you’d probably
get the idea that it’s pretty easy to get done. We
know it’s very difficult to get done. But without
that sort of feeling starting out, nothing would
get done. And I think you served with us in the
Senate long enough to know that Max Baucus
and I have a pretty good record of working out
bipartisan things. Neither one of us or neither
one of our parties get everything that they want,
but we’ve had a pretty good record. I think only
two bills in 8 years that haven’t been bipartisan.

And so we have a process in place that has
hearings coming up; it has a process of getting
roundtable discussions, getting stakeholders in,
getting authorities in. And we expect to
have—work on this in the committee in June. It
maybe will sound a little ambitious, but if you
aren’t ambitious on a major problem like this
that the country decides needs to be done, it
will never get done.

So the only thing that I would throw out for
your consideration—and please don’t respond
to this now, because I’m asking you just to think
about it—there’s a lot of us that feel that the
public option, that the Government is an unfair
competitor, and that we’re going to get an awful
lot of crowd out, and we have to keep what we
have now strong and make it stronger.
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The President. Okay. Well, let me just—I’m
not going to respond definitively. The thinking
on the public option has been that it gives con-
sumers more choices and it helps give—keep
the private sector honest, because there’s
some competition out there. That’s been the
thinking.

I recognize, though, the fear that if a public
option is run through Washington, and there
are incentives to try to tamp down costs
and—or at least what shows up on the
books—and you’ve got the ability in Washing-
ton, apparently, to print money, that private
insurance plans might end up feeling over-
whelmed. So I recognize that there’s that con-
cern. I think it’s a serious one and a real one.
And we’ll make sure that it gets addressed,
partly because I assume it will be very hard to
come out of committee unless we’re thinking
about it a little bit. And so we want to make
sure that that’s something that we pay atten-
tion to.

A couple of other people I want to call on.
I’m going to switch gears and get some groups
in here, and then I’ll come back to a couple of
other legislators.

Karen Ignagni—there you are, good. Why
don’t you wait for a mike, Karen, so that we
can hear you? Karen represents America’s
Health Insurance Plans.

Karen Ignagni. Thank you, Mr. President.
Thank you for inviting us to participate in this
forum. I think on behalf of our entire mem-
bership, they would want to be able to say to
you this afternoon, and everyone here, that we
understand we have to earn a seat at the table.

We’ve already offered a comprehensive se-
ries of proposals. We want to work with you;
we want to work with the Members of Con-
gress on a bipartisan basis here. You have our
commitment. We hear the American people
about what’s not working. We’ve taken that
very seriously. You have our commitment to
play, to contribute, and to help pass health
care reform this year.

The President. Good, thank you. Karen,
that’s good news. That’s America’s Health In-
surance Plans. 

And while I’m on it, why don’t I call on Dan
Danner, who’s NFIB. Is Dan still here? There
he is. Dan.

Cost of Health Care Reform

Donald A. “Dan” Danner. Thank you, Mr.
President.

The President. Give us the business per-
spective.

Mr. Danner. Well, I’m honored to be here
representing small business. We do think that
small business has a key role in this debate,
and for them, cost is still the top issue. And we
very much look forward to finding a solution
together that works for America’s job creators.
So, appreciate being here, and thank you.

The President. Good. One thing I want to
talk about just—this whole cost issue. I can’t
emphasize this enough: There is a moral im-
perative to health care. I get 40,000 letters, I
guess, every day here in the White House. I
don’t read all 40,000—[laughter]—but my
staff selects 10 every single day that I read and
try to respond to, as many of them as possible.
It’s a way of staying in touch with the constitu-
encies that I had a chance to meet during the
course of the campaign.

I can tell you that on average, out of the 10
at least 3 every single day relate to somebody
who’s having a health care crisis. Either it’s a
small business that’s frustrated because they
can’t even insure themselves, much less their
employees; it’s a mom who’s trying to figure
out how to insure their child because they
make a little bit too much money so they don’t
qualify for SCHIP in their State—heartbreak-
ing stories. So there is a moral component to
this that we can’t leave behind.

Having said that, if we don’t address costs, I
don’t care how heartfelt our efforts are, we will
not get this done. If people think that we can
simply take everybody who’s not insured and
load them up in a system where costs are out
of control, it’s not going to happen. We will
run out of money. The Federal Government
will be bankrupt; State governments will be
bankrupt.

So I hope everybody understands that. For
those of you who are passionate about univer-
sal coverage and making sure that the moral
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dimension of health care is dealt with, don’t
think that we can get that done with-
out—[coughing]. Excuse me. This is a health
care forum, so I thought I’d, you know—[laugh-
ter]—model what happens when you don’t get
enough sleep. [Laughter]

Don’t think that we can—that’s right, I’m
talking to you liberal bleeding hearts out there.
[Laughter] Don’t think that we can solve this
problem without tackling costs. And that may
make some in the progressive community un-
comfortable, but it’s got to be dealt with. And
the flip side is what I would say to those who are
obsessed with costs—and this goes to the issue
of Medicare and Medicaid reform as well—I
don’t think it is a viable option as a means of
controlling costs simply to throw seniors off the
Medicare rolls, for example, or to prevent them
from getting vital care that they need, which
means, you know, we’ve got to balance heart
and head as we move this process forward.

A couple other people I want to call on. How
about Charlie Rangel? He has a tax committee
that’s important. [Laughter] 

Representative Charles B. Rangel. People
have said that when I first came to Washington,
George Washington had black hair. [Laughter]
But I have to tell you, Mr. President, this is one
of the most exciting experience and opportuni-
ties. There hasn’t been a year that we haven’t
talked about this. And you have brought all of
these different stakeholders to read from the
same page, to show how important it is to our
country. And I’m excited about it. Our speakers
made it abundantly clear that there may be a lot
of people to blame but it won’t be your commit-
tee people; it won’t be those of us who have ju-
risdictions. There’s nothing that we would rath-
er do than be able to say that we helped for you
to fulfill not just a campaign obligation, but a
moral obligation. We all are indebted. 

And so, Senator Kennedy, this is a fantastic
day. There hasn’t been a time we haven’t hoped
that we could do this. And so, we know that
there’s going to be a lot of problems. But we al-
so know what you’ve created is a group of mis-
sionaries to make our political job easier so that
when we have the problems they won’t have to
say, “What are they doing in Congress?” They
can go to our union leaders, our businesspeo-

ple, our advocate for children’s, those that do
want public programs. And at least we would
know that we’re moving in the direction, which
our country wants us to do collectively. So I’m
proud to be on the team.

The President. Good, thank you. Is your
counterpart on your committee here?

Rep. Rangel. Yes, he is. Dave and I——
The President. Come on, Dave.
Rep. Rangel. ——have worked so closely to-

gether. If we can keep the disagreements down,
we’ll be a hell of a team.

The President. Well, what I meant, Charlie,
was let’s give him the mike. [Laughter] 

Representative David L. Camp. It’s tough in
the minority, let me tell you. [Laughter] 

The President. Go ahead, David.
Rep. Camp. You do lose the microphone

when you’re not in the majority.
But thank you, Mr. President. Thank you so

much for bringing us all together. I think much
of what has been said I can agree with, and I
think particularly the idea that we have an
American solution. And certainly in America
the idea that a patient and a physician make the
health care decisions that affect them is certain-
ly something we need to protect.

The President. Right.
Rep. Camp. And I just appreciate the oppor-

tunity to be here. I look forward to working with
you. There’s so many things that we talked
about that we had in common in terms of health
information technology, wellness. But we are
going to have to figure out just how much of our
economy is devoted to health care, and that’s
going to be a big issue we have to face.

The President. Right.
Rep. Camp. ——and this cost-shifting that

goes on between public and private health care
dimensions. And those are challenging things,
but I look forward to working with you and your
team on this.

Doctors

The President. Good. Well, you raise a couple
of important points. Number one, doctors—and
I’m assuming that we’ve got somebody—and
I’m going to call on them in a second—but I’ve
got a lot of very close friends who are doctors.
And the enormous pressure and strain that the
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medical profession is now feeling from a whole
variety of sources is something that we’ve got
to attend to in this reform process. We’re not
producing enough primary care physicians,
because the costs of medical education are so
high that people feel they’ve got to specialize.

The issue of malpractice insurance is real,
and if you’re an ob-gyne, that is enormous
pressure that you’ve having to deal with.

One of the things that we’ve done in this
budget that we’re presenting is to finally sur-
face what had been the fiction that we weren’t
going to give doctors higher reimburse-
ments—we always did it in the end, we just
didn’t budget for it—and caused enormous
stress for them. 

Now, the flip of it is if we’re going to do
more for doctors, part of what we’ve also got to
say is, if there are States like Minnesota that
are providing as good or better care than other
States and yet are keeping their costs lower,
and Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements
are better controlled, shouldn’t we be learning
from what those States are doing and then
making that more generally applicable?

And there may be some resistance on the
part of providers to say, “Well, you know, our
circumstances are different in this State or
that State.” But this is what I mean when I say
that data and evidence have to drive the pro-
cess. If we can find better practices, then doc-
tors have to be willing to learn from the expe-
rience of others in terms of controlling costs.
They’ve got to be part of the solution as well.

So since I’m talking about doctors, we’ve
got Ted Epperly of the American Academy of
Family Physicians. Is Ted around here some-
where? Here we go. Go ahead. You’ve got a
mike right behind you.

Ted Epperly. Well, first, Mr. President,
what an honor to be here and to be with all of
you. Speaking on behalf of over 100,000 family
doctors, we’re ready to do our part. We very
much believe that we need to expand coverage
in this country to everyone, and we need to fix
the workforce, sir, so that all those patients
have a place to go. We’ll roll up our shirt
sleeves and do everything possible to make
this work, because it is the right thing to do.
And I applaud you and this body for doing this

today, to do it this year, and we must do it.
Thank you.

The President. Good. Okay, before we
break up, because we’ve been using some
time, and I’m starting to get Reggie Love sig-
naling over there—whenever he stands, since
he’s 6’5”, I see him—[laughter]—and I know
that we’re running out of time. Are there some
people that I did not call on that have a critical
question or point that they would like to
make?

Yes, go ahead, please.

Nurses

Representative Lois Capps. Mr. President,
thank you very much. I’m Lois Capps, and I
will love to follow the doctor. I also want to say
to Senator Kennedy: This is the time. As one
of three nurses in the U.S. Congress, the pro-
posals you are putting forward resonate. Nurs-
es do provide quality care. They help reduce
costs through increased preventive care, and
they deliver cost-effective primary care, along
with physicians, especially in underserved ar-
eas. 

But we have a huge shortage of nurses to-
day. And estimates are that the U.S. will be
lacking over 500,000 nurses in the next 7 years.
Our nursing schools are only able to admit a ti-
ny fraction of applicants. The greatest bottle-
neck for educating more nurses comes from
the lack of nursing school faculty.

You’ve done a great job by proposing an
increase in nursing education in your 2010
budget and by including nurse education
funding in the Recovery Act. I’d love to hear
your thoughts. If not—if there’s no time today,
I’d love to pursue this—there are other nurses
in the room—on how we can further advance
nursing education and faculty training,
because they are going to be essential to our
overall efforts to contain costs while expanding
and improving care. Thank you very much.

The President. Well, let me respond to this
right away, because it’s not that complicated.
Nurses provide extraordinary care. I mean,
they are the frontlines of the health care sys-
tem, and they don’t get paid very well. Their
working conditions aren’t as good as they
should be. And when it comes to nurse faculty,
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they get paid even worse than active nurses. So
what happens is, is that it is very difficult for a
nurse practitioner to go into teaching, because
they’re losing money.

The notion that we would have to import
nurses makes absolutely no sense. And for peo-
ple who get fired up about the immigration de-
bate, and yet don’t notice that we could be
training nurses right here in the United
States—and there are a lot of people who would
love to be in that helping profession, and yet we
just aren’t providing the resources to get them
trained—that’s something that we’ve got to fix.
That should be a no-brainer. That should be a
bipartisan no-brainer to make sure that we’ve
got the best possible nursing staffs in the coun-
try.

Right next to you.

Cost of Health Care Reform

Representative Frank Pallone, Jr. Thank you,
Mr. President. I know you stressed the cost effi-
ciencies, and that is certainly important, and it
was an important part of our breakout session.
But I also want to commend you for also being
honest in saying that there has to be a new
source of funding as well, because in your re-
serve fund you mentioned a new source of
funding dealing with deductions, whatever, for
people over a certain income. And I do notice
that there is a tendency to think that we can
somehow expand health insurance and achieve
coverage for everyone just with the existing
money in the system, and I don’t think that’s
true.

So I want to commend you for that. And I
want everyone to keep in mind the fact that we
have to come up with a new source of funding,
and if either what you proposed or perhaps oth-
ers, because, even as you said in your budget
message that this only pays—this reserve
fund—for about half the cost if we’re going to
cover everyone. And that’s an important part of
this as well.

The President. Well, let me—I want to make
a important distinction, though, between short-
term costs and long-term costs. I don’t think
that we can expand coverage on the front end
without some money. By definition, we will not
have changed the system sufficiently to drive

down costs in order to pay for new people being
part of the system.

Now, keep in mind, we’re already paying for
those folks. Every single person at home, the
average family is paying $900 per family in addi-
tional premiums because of the care that peo-
ple are receiving in emergency rooms. So we’re
paying for it, but it’s oftentimes hidden.

But capturing those savings will take some
time. Health IT is going to save money, but it’s
not going to save money in year 1 or year 2; it’ll
save money in year 10, 11, 15, and 20. If we’re
doing a good job on prevention and are reduc-
ing rates of obesity—if we went back to the
obesity rates that existed back in 1980, we’d
save the system a trillion dollars, but we’re not
going to do that overnight; it’s going to take
some time.

So what we constantly have to think about is
short-term costs versus even higher long-term
costs. And what I’m trying to do in this debate is
make sure that we’re focused not just on year 1
and year 2, but on year 10, year 20, year 30, and
year 50, and making sure that our children are
not bankrupted. Now, that creates a very diffi-
cult political task. Nothing is harder in politics
than doing something now that costs money in
order to gain benefits 20 years from now. It’s
the single hardest thing to do in politics, and
that’s part of the reason why health care reform
has consistently broken down.

There should be enough money in the sys-
tem. We spend more per capita than any nation
on Earth. And to find that American solution
that mixes public and private, but also says we
shouldn’t have such an inefficient system and
we should make investments today to ensure
that we’re saving money down the road, that’s
going to be our challenge.

Okay, I’ve got time for maybe a couple more
questions. The gentleman right here, and I’ll
catch folks back here as well.

Lawrence A. McAndrews. Mr. President, my
name is Lawrence McAndrews. I represent the
National Association of Children’s Hospitals.
First, I’d like to thank you for your leadership
with CHIP; extending coverage to 4 million
children is just fantastic. 

The President. Thank you.
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Mr. McAndrews. Second, as your leadership
in CHIP has illustrated, perhaps children can
lead the way. And I think we in the pediatric
community—children represent 25 percent of
the population, 10 percent of the health care
costs—and we, I think, are a small enough
community, cohesive enough—the doctors
and the hospitals working together, we know
each other—that perhaps we can offer an op-
portunity to be another leading edge in your
plan for change. And we would work with you
in the implementation of any quality mea-
sures, any new incentive structures.

And I think children’s hospitals tend to be a
disrupter in the cost of care, because they take
care of 40 to 50 percent of the market and we
can—and the most expensive kids. Working
with you, we can make the biggest downpay-
ment, the Willie Sutton principle, so to speak.
Where the money is, we can help you manage
that.

The President. Good. 
Mr. McAndrews. Thank you very much.
The President. That’s a great point, that’s a

great point. I’m going to make this—I’m—oh,
suddenly everybody raises their hands.
[Laughter] I’m going to take two more ques-
tions—this young lady right here and then this
gentleman right here, just because they had
their hands up a little bit earlier. 

Go ahead.

Health Care for Minorities

Audience member. Thank you so very much,
Mr. President. And it’s quite an honor for you
having all of us here today. You’ve created a
network among us that we didn’t even know
exists. We are more alike than we are differ-
ent. And I would ask that all of us help to make
sure that the elimination of racial and ethnic
health disparities be a core component of
whatever health care reform legislation may
look like that you enact.

And I thank you again. 
The President. Well, I think that’s impor-

tant, I think that’s important. And that’s an ex-
ample of where there is some data out there
that’s pretty indisputable that even when you
account for incomes and levels of insurance,
that you’re still seeing problems in the African

American community and the Latino commu-
nity, Native American communities, in terms
of quality of care and outcomes. 

And part of what we should be doing is to
think about, based on this evidence and this
data, are there ways that we can close those
gaps. And to the extent that that is reflected in
this reform, I think that will ultimately save ev-
erybody money. Okay?

Audience member. Thank you so much. Just
one really quick one—if you will give us the
marching orders before we leave. [Laughter]

Irwin Redlener. Mr. President, I’m Irwin
Redlener, a pediatrician at Columbia Univer-
sity’s Mailman School of Public Health and
president of the Children’s Health Fund. And
I also just want to underscore how extraordi-
narily important this meeting was. It launches
health care in a way that I don’t think we’ve
ever seen before in this country. And we all, I
know, congratulate you deeply about that.

And I wanted to say just a couple of words
about prevention, which has been mentioned a
few times. Prevention needs to be bolstered by
a strong American public health system as
well. And we cannot forget about the public
health infrastructure as we’re building and
strengthening our health care system in
general. So the public health schools are often
the places where the research is done that tell
us and guide us what kinds of preventive
interventions actually work. And what works is
really going to be important.

I also wanted to underscore what Larry
McAndrews said about the importance of in-
vesting in children. They are not only a com-
pelling moral issue for us, but they are com-
pelling fiscally as well. America is going to be
depending on its children to be fully function-
al, to function in school, to succeed in ways
that can only happen if their health is protect-
ed and guarded.

And the final point is that I don’t think
we’ve mentioned yet the role of individual citi-
zens. Every single American has a role to play
in making us healthier as a nation. And your
inspiration and, hopefully, the inspiration of
others here will make sure that individuals
know that their choices of healthy lifestyle de-
cisions and making sure they get the
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prevention that they need will bolster our abili-
ty to provide quality health care and reduce the
cost of care that could have been avoided if we
had thought about prevention in the first place.
Thank you. 

The President. Those are all great points.
Let me just close by saying this, because

somebody asked for marching orders. Number
one, all of the groups here need to stay in-
volved. And I know you will. Number two, we
will generate a report or a summary of the com-
ments in the various breakout sessions that will
be distributed to all the participants. Number
three, I know that Nancy Pelosi, Harry Reid,
Mitch McConnell, John Boehner, and the other
leadership are interested in moving a process
forward, and so unlike the fiscal responsibility
summit where I think we have to have some
discussion about mechanisms and how do we
make it work so that it takes, I think here you’ve
got a bunch of committees that are eager and
ready and willing to get to work.

And so I just want to make sure that I don’t
get in the way of all of you moving aggressively
and rapidly. I’ve got some very strong ideas, and
the White House will be providing some guide-
posts and guidelines about what we think we
can afford to do, how we think it’s best to do it,
but we don’t have a monopoly on good ideas.
And to the extent that this work is being done
effectively in these various committees, then I
assure you that we are going to do everything
that we can to work with all of you, Democrat
and Republican.

But the one thing that I’ve got to say here:
There’s been some talk about the notion that
maybe we’re taking on too much, right? That
we’re in the midst of an economic crisis and
that the system is overloaded, and so we should
put this off for another day. Well, let’s just be
clear. When times were good, we didn’t get it

done. When we had mild recessions, we didn’t
get it done. When we were in peacetime, we
did not get it done. When we were at war, we
did not get it done. 

There is always a reason not to do it. And it
strikes me that now is exactly the time for us to
deal with this problem. The American people
are looking for solutions. Business is looking for
solutions. And government—State, Federal,
and local—needs solutions to this problem.

So for all of you who’ve been elected to office
or those of you who are heading up major asso-
ciations, I would just say, what better time than
now, and what better cause for us to take up?
Imagine the pride when we go back to our con-
stituencies next year and say, you know what,
we finally got something done on health care.
That’s something that’s worth fighting for, and I
hope all of you fight for it. Okay.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Scott P. Serota, president and
chief executive officer, BlueCross BlueShield
Association; Thomas J. Donahue, president and
chief executive officer, U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce; Melody C. Barnes, Director, Domestic
Policy Council; Richard Kirsch, national cam-
paign manager, Health Care for America Now;
former Rep. Newton L. Gingrich; Karen Ignag-
ni, president and chief executive officer, Ameri-
ca’s Health Insurance Plans; Donald A. “Dan”
Danner, president and chief executive officer,
National Federation of Independent Business;
Ted Epperly, president, American Academy of
Family Physicians; Personal Aide to the Presi-
dent Reginald L. Love; and Lawrence A.
McAndrews, president and chief executive offi-
cer, National Association of Children’s Hospi-
tals.

Remarks at a Columbus Police Academy Graduation Ceremony in Columbus,
Ohio
March 6, 2009

Thank you very much. Please, everybody
have a seat. Thank you so much. Well, what a
wonderful reception. Thank you very much. I

want to begin by thanking Mayor Coleman, Di-
rector Brown, and the entire Columbus police
force for inviting me to be a part of this
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ceremony. It is a great honor and a privilege to
stand with the men and women of this police
academy’s 114th graduating class. You have
studied hard, you have trained tirelessly, and
there is no longer any doubt that you will be
employed as officers of the law when you leave
here today. 

I also want to just very quickly acknowledge
one of the finest Governors in the country,
who’s been just dealing with all kinds of stuff
and doing it with grace and aplomb and never
breaks a sweat, but is working hard on behalf
of his constituency, Ted Strickland; the Attor-
ney General of the United States, Eric Holder.

I came out here with the—a number of
members of the Ohio congressional delega-
tion, but I want to make a special note of my
former colleague when I was in the Senate,
who is just as passionate about working people
as anybody in the country, Sherrod Brown.
Give Sherrod a big round of applause. 

This city of Columbus needs the courage
and the commitment of this graduating class to
keep it safe, to make sure that people have the
protection that they need. This economy
needs your employment to keep it running.
Just this morning we learned that we lost an-
other 651,000 jobs throughout the country in
the month of February alone, which brings the
total number of jobs lost in this recession to an
astounding 4.4 million.

Four point four million jobs, I don’t need to
tell the people of this State what statistics like
this mean, because so many of you have been
watching jobs disappear long before this reces-
sion hit. And I don’t need to tell this graduat-
ing class what it’s like to know that your job
might be next, because up until a few weeks
ago, that is precisely the future that this class
faced, a future that millions of Americans still
face right now. Well, that is not a future I ac-
cept for the United States of America. That is
why I signed the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act into law. 

Now there were those who argued that our
recovery plan was unwise and unnecessary.
They opposed the very notion that govern-
ment has a role in ending the cycle of job loss
at the heart of this recession. There are those
who believe that all we can do is repeat the

very same policies that led us here in the first
place.

But I also know that this country has never
responded to a crisis by sitting on the sidelines
and hoping for the best. I know that through-
out our history, we have met every great chal-
lenge with bold action and big ideas. That’s
what’s fueled a shared and lasting prosperity.
And I know that at this defining moment for
America we have a responsibility to ourselves
and to our children to do it once again. We
have a responsibility to act, and that’s what I
intend to do as President of the United States
of America. 

So for those who still doubt the wisdom of
our recovery plan, I ask them to talk to the
teachers who are still able to teach our chil-
dren because we passed this plan. I ask them
to talk to the nurses who are still able to care
for our sick and the firefighters and first-re-
sponders who will still be able to keep our
communities safe. I ask them to come to Ohio
and meet the 25 men and women who will
soon be protecting the streets of Columbus
because we passed this plan. I look at these
young men and women, I look into their eyes
and I see their badges today and I know we did
the right thing.

These jobs and the jobs of so many other
police officers and teachers and firefighters all
across Ohio will now be saved because of this
recovery plan, a plan that will also create jobs
in every corner of this State. Last week, we
announced that Ohio would receive $128
million that will put people to work renovating
and rebuilding affordable housing. On
Tuesday I announced that we’d be sending
another $935 million to Ohio that will create
jobs rebuilding our roads, our bridges, and our
highways. And yesterday Vice President Biden
announced $180 million for this State that will
go towards expanding mass transit and buying
fuel-efficient buses, money that will be putting
people to work, getting people to work. 

Altogether, this recovery plan will save and
create over 3½  million American jobs over the
next 2 years. Because of this plan, those who
have lost their jobs in this recession will be
able to receive extended unemployment bene-
fits and continued health care coverage. Be-
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cause of this plan, 95 percent of working Amer-
icans will receive a tax break that you will see in
your paychecks starting on April 1st. And be-
cause of this plan, stories like the one we’re cel-
ebrating here in Columbus will soon take place
all across this Nation.

Today I’m pleased to announce that Attorney
General Eric Holder and the Department of
Justice are making available $2 billion in Justice
Assistance Grants from the recovery act. That’s
funding that will help communities throughout
America keep their neighborhoods safer with
more cops, more prosecutors, more probation
officers, more radios and equipment, more help
for crime victims, and more crime prevention
programs for youth. Cities and States can apply
for these funds right away, and as soon as those
applications are received, the Justice Depart-
ment will start getting the money out the door
within 15 days.

In Savannah, Georgia, the police department
would use this funding to hire more crime and
intelligence analysts and put more cops on the
beat protecting our schools. In Long Beach,
California, it will be able to help fund 17,000
hours of overtime for law enforcement officials
who are needed in high-crime areas. West Ha-
ven, Connecticut, will be able to restore crime
prevention programs that were cut, even
though they improved the quality of life in the
city’s most troubled neighborhoods. And the
State of Iowa will be able to rehire drug en-
forcement officers and restart drug prevention
programs that have been critical in fighting the
crime and violence that plagues too many cities
and too many towns.

So the list goes on and on. From Maine to
San Francisco, from Colorado to New Jersey,
these grants will put Americans to work doing
the work necessary to keep America safe.
They’ll be directed only towards worthy pro-
grams that have been carefully planned and
proven to work, and Vice President Biden and I
will be holding every State and community ac-
countable for the tax dollars they spend.

Now, by itself, this recovery plan won’t turn
our economy around or solve every problem. In
the flight over here with the Ohio delegation, I
talked to them about the fact that we’ve got big
challenges ahead of us. We inherited a big

mess. This police force still faces budget chal-
lenges down the road, there are still workers in
Columbus who are losing their jobs, and there
is still so much work to be done throughout
Ohio to lay a new foundation for growth and
prosperity.

That’s the work we must continue in the days
and months ahead. That’s why my administra-
tion is also moving quickly and aggressively to
restart lending for families and businesses, to
help responsible homeowners pay their mort-
gages and refinance their homes, to address the
major economic challenges of our time: the cost
of health care, our dependence on foreign oil,
the state of our schools.

All of this takes time and it will take patience.
It will entail great effort and cooperation. But
most of all, it will require a renewed sense of re-
sponsibility from every American, a responsibil-
ity to ourselves and one another, a responsibility
that’s already been demonstrated by the men
and women who are sitting behind me here to-
day.

The job you signed up for is not easy. It can
mean long shifts and late nights. It demands fo-
cus and determination and great bravery in the
face of unknown dangers. When you run into
that building or chase down that suspect, you
will be risking your own life in order to protect
the lives of men and women you have never
met and some that you may never know.

But you knew all that when you joined the
academy. You knew the risks involved, you
knew the sacrifices required, and yet you stood
up and said, “I’ll take that risk. I’ll make that
sacrifice. I will do that job.”

And that, Columbus, is the very essence of
responsibility. That’s the spirit we need in this
country right now, no matter what our role is or
what our profession that we’ve chosen. It’s a
spirit that asks us to look beyond our own indi-
vidual ambitions to the wider obligations we
have as the good citizens of a great nation, a
spirit that calls on us to say, “I’ll make that sacri-
fice. I’ll do that job.”

If we can summon that spirit once more, if
we’re willing to look out for one another and lis-
ten to one another, if we are willing to pull to-
gether and do our part, if we can show even a
fraction of the courage and selflessness that
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these cadets have already demonstrated, then
I have no doubt that we will emerge from this
crisis stronger than before and keep this Na-
tion’s dream alive for future generations.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. at
the Aladdin Shrine Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Mayor Michael B. Coleman of Co-
lumbus, OH, who introduced the President;
and Mitchell J. Brown, director, Department
of Public Safety, Columbus, OH.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 7, 2009

Yesterday we learned that the economy lost
another 651,000 jobs in the month of Febru-
ary, which brings the total number of jobs lost
in this recession to 4.4 million. The unemploy-
ment rate has now surpassed 8 percent, the
highest rate in a quarter century. These aren’t
just statistics, but hardships experienced per-
sonally by millions of Americans who no lon-
ger know how they’ll pay their bills or make
their mortgage or raise their families. 

From the day I took office, I knew that solv-
ing this crisis would not be easy, nor would it
happen overnight. And we will continue to
face difficult days in the months ahead. But I
also believe that we will get through this; that
if we act swiftly and boldly and responsibly,
the United States of America will emerge
stronger and more prosperous than it was be-
fore. 

That’s why my administration is committed
to doing all that’s necessary to address this cri-
sis and lead us to a better day. That’s why
we’re moving forward with an economic agen-
da that will jump-start job creation, restart
lending, relieve responsible homeowners, and
address the long-term economic challenges of
our time: the cost of health care, our depen-
dence on oil, and the state of our schools. 

To prevent foreclosures for as many as 4
million homeowners and lower interest rates
and lift home values for millions more, we are
implementing a plan to allow lenders to work
with borrowers to refinance or restructure
their mortgages. On Wednesday, the Depart-
ment of Treasury and Housing and Urban De-
velopment released the guidelines that lenders
will use for lowering mortgage payments. This
plan is now at work.

To restore the availability of affordable
loans for families and businesses—not just

banks—we are taking steps to restart the flow
of credit and stabilize the financial markets.
On Thursday, the Treasury Department and
the Federal Reserve launched the Consumer
and Business Lending Initiative, a plan that
will generate up to a trillion dollars of new
lending so that families can finance a car or
college education and small businesses can
raise the capital that will create jobs.

And we’ve already begun to implement the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, a
plan that will save and create over 3.5 million
jobs over the next 2 years, jobs rebuilding our
roads and bridges, constructing wind turbines
and solar panels, expanding broadband and
mass transit. And because of this plan, those
who have lost their job in this recession will be
able to receive extended unemployment bene-
fits and continued health care coverage, while
95 percent of working Americans will receive a
tax break beginning April 1st.

Of course, like every family going through
hard times, our country must make tough
choices. In order to pay for the things we
need, we cannot waste money on the things we
don’t. My administration inherited a $1.3 tril-
lion budget deficit, the largest in history. And
we’ve inherited a budgeting process as irre-
sponsible as it is unsustainable. For years, as
Wall Street used accounting tricks to conceal
costs and avoid responsibility, Washington did
too. 

These kinds of irresponsible budgets and in-
excusable practices are now in the past. For
the first time in many years, my administration
has produced a budget that represents an hon-
est reckoning of where we are and where we
need to go. 

It’s also a budget that begins to make the
hard choices that we’ve avoided for far too
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long, a strategy that cuts where we must and in-
vests where we need. That’s why it includes $2
trillion in deficit reduction, while making his-
toric investments in America’s future. That’s
why it reduces discretionary spending for non-
defense programs as a share of the economy by
more than 10 percent over the next decade to
the lowest level since they began keeping these
records nearly half a century ago. And that’s
why on Wednesday, I signed a Presidential
memorandum to end unnecessary no-bid con-
tracts and dramatically reform the way contracts
are awarded, reforms that will save the Ameri-
can people up to $40 billion each year. 

Finally, because we cannot bring our deficit
down or grow our economy without tackling the
skyrocketing cost of health care, I held a health
care summit on Thursday to begin the long-
overdue process of reform. Our ideas and opin-
ions about how to achieve this reform will vary,
but our goal must be the same: quality, afford-
able health care for every American that no lon-

ger overwhelms the budgets of families, busi-
nesses, and our government.

Yes, this is a moment of challenge for our
country, but we’ve experienced great trials be-
fore. And with every test, each generation has
found the capacity to not only endure but to
prosper, to discover great opportunity in the
midst of great crisis. That is what we can and
must do today. And I am absolutely confident
that is what we will do. I am confident that at
this defining moment, we will prove ourselves
worthy of the sacrifice of those who came be-
fore us and the promise of those who will come
after. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:40 p.m. on March 6 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on March 7.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 6 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on March 7.

Statement on International Women’s Day 
March 8, 2009

In observance of International Women’s
Day, and during Women’s History Month in the
United States, the United States stands with
people around the globe to reaffirm our com-
mitment to the equality, freedom, achieve-
ments, and advancement of women. 

From the global challenge of climate change
to a world that is not yet free from poverty and
conflict, our challenges are many. Women are
vital to the solutions to these problems, and we
will not sow the seeds for a brighter future or
reap the benefits of the change we need with-
out the full and active participation of women
around the world.

Worldwide, women play leadership roles in
the health and education of our families, in our
fields, our factories, our classrooms, our labora-
tories, and our boardrooms. With or without
awards or acknowledgement, women have
taught us about hope, about courage, and about
opportunity. 

The United States is filled with great hope
that our daughters, and the daughters of all na-
tions, will continue to serve as leaders in the
pursuit of our collective well-being and have
the opportunity to achieve their full potential.
Today Michelle and I remember, celebrate, and
honor the sacrifices, talents, and leadership of
women around the world.

Remarks on Signing an Executive Order Removing Barriers to Responsible
Scientific Research Involving Human Stem Cells and a Memorandum on
Scientific Integrity
March 9, 2009

Thank you. All right, please have a seat. [Ap-
plause] Thank you so much. Well, I’m excited

too. [Laughter] Today, with the Executive or-
der I am about to sign, we will bring the change
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that so many scientists and researchers, doc-
tors and innovators, patients and loved ones
have hoped for and fought for these past 8
years. We will lift the ban on Federal funding
for promising embryonic stem cell research.
We will also vigorously support scientists who
pursue this research, and we will aim for
America to lead the world in the discoveries it
one day may yield.

At this moment, the full promise of stem
cell research remains unknown, and it should
not be overstated. But scientists believe these
tiny cells may have the potential to help us un-
derstand and possibly cure some of our most
devastating diseases and conditions: to regen-
erate a severed spinal cord and lift someone
from a wheelchair, to spur insulin production
and spare a child from a lifetime of needles, to
treat Parkinson’s, cancer, heart disease, and
others that affect millions of Americans and
the people who love them.

But that potential will not reveal itself on its
own. Medical miracles do not happen simply
by accident. They result from painstaking and
costly research, from years of lonely trial and
error, much of which never bears fruit, and
from a Government willing to support that
work. From lifesaving vaccines to pioneering
cancer treatments to the sequencing of the hu-
man genome, that is the story of scientific
progress in America. When Government fails
to make these investments, opportunities are
missed, promising avenues go unexplored,
some of our best scientists leave for other
countries that will sponsor their work, and
those countries may surge ahead of ours in the
advances that transform our lives.

In recent years, when it comes to stem cell
research, rather than furthering discovery, our
Government has forced what I believe is a
false choice between sound science and moral
values. In this case, I believe the two are not
inconsistent. As a person of faith, I believe we
are called to care for each other and work to
ease human suffering. I believe we have been
given the capacity and will to pursue this re-
search and the humanity and conscience to do
so responsibly.

It’s a difficult and delicate balance. And
many thoughtful and decent people are con-

flicted about or strongly oppose this research.
And I understand their concerns, and I believe
that we must respect their point of view. But
after much discussion, debate, and reflection,
the proper course has become clear. The ma-
jority of Americans, from across the political
spectrum and from all backgrounds and be-
liefs, have come to a consensus that we should
pursue this research; that the potential it offers
is great, and with proper guidelines and strict
oversight, the perils can be avoided.

That is a conclusion with which I agree. And
that is why I am signing this Executive order,
and why I hope Congress will act on a biparti-
san basis to provide further support for this re-
search. We are joined today by many leaders
who have reached across the aisle to champion
this cause, and I commend all of them who are
here for that work.

Ultimately, I cannot guarantee that we will
find the treatments and cures we seek. No
President can promise that. But I can promise
that we will seek them actively, responsibly,
and with the urgency required to make up for
lost ground. Not just by opening up this new
front of research today, but by supporting
promising research of all kinds, including
groundbreaking work to convert ordinary hu-
man cells into ones that resemble embryonic
stem cells.

I can also promise that we will never under-
take this research lightly. We will support it
only when it is both scientifically worthy and
responsibly conducted. We will develop strict
guidelines, which we will rigorously enforce,
because we cannot ever tolerate misuse or
abuse. And we will ensure that our Govern-
ment never opens the door to the use of clon-
ing for human reproduction. It is dangerous,
profoundly wrong, and has no place in our so-
ciety or any society.

Now, this order is an important step in
advancing the cause of science in America.
But let’s be clear: Promoting science isn’t just
about providing resources; it’s also about
protecting free and open inquiry. It’s about
letting scientists, like those who are here
today, do their jobs, free from manipulation or
coercion and listening to what they tell us,
even when it’s inconvenient. Especially when
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it’s inconvenient. It is about ensuring that
scientific data is never distorted or concealed to
serve a political agenda and that we make
scientific decisions based on facts, not ideology. 

By doing this, we will ensure America’s con-
tinued global leadership in scientific discoveries
and technological breakthroughs. And that is
essential not only for our economic prosperity
but for the progress of all humanity.

And that’s why today I’m also signing a Presi-
dential memorandum directing the head of the
White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy to develop a strategy for restoring scien-
tific integrity to Government decisionmaking,
to ensure that in this new administration, we
base our public policies on the soundest sci-
ence; that we appoint scientific advisers based
on their credentials and experience, not their
politics or ideology; and that we are open and
honest with the American people about the sci-
ence behind our decisions. That’s how we’ll har-
ness the power of science to achieve our goals,
to preserve our environment, protect our na-
tional security, to create the jobs of the future,
and live longer, healthier lives.

As we restore our commitment to science
and expand funding for promising stem cell re-
search, we owe a debt of gratitude to so many
tireless advocates, some of whom were with us
today, many of whom are not. Today we honor
all those whose names we don’t know, who or-
ganized and raised awareness and kept on fight-
ing, even when it was too late for them or for
the people they love. And we honor those we
know who used their influence to help others
and bring attention to this cause, people like
Christopher and Dana Reeve, who we wish
could be here to see this moment.

One of Christopher’s friends recalled that he
hung a sign on the wall of the exercise room
where he did his grueling regimen of physical
therapy. And it read: “For everyone who
thought I couldn’t do it, for everyone who
thought I shouldn’t do it, for everyone who said
it’s impossible, see you at the finish line.” Chris-
topher once told a reporter who was interview-
ing him: If you came back here 10—“if you

came back here in 10 years, I expect that I’d
walk to the door to greet you.” Now, Christo-
pher did not get that chance. But if we pursue
this research, maybe one day, maybe not in our
lifetime or even in our children’s lifetime, but
maybe one day, others like Christopher Reeves
might.

There’s no finish line in the work of science.
The race is always with us, the urgent work of
giving substance to hope and answering those
many bedside prayers, of seeking a day when
words like “terminal” and “incurable” are po-
tentially retired from our vocabulary. Today, us-
ing every resource at our disposal, with re-
newed determination to lead the world in the
discoveries of this new century, we rededicate
ourselves to this work.

So before I sign, I want to just note the peo-
ple who are on the stage with me. In addition to
our outstanding Secretary of Energy, Secretary
Chu, we also have Dr. Patricia Bath; we have
Dr. H. Robert Horvitz; we have Dr. Janet Row-
ley; Dr. Harold Varmus, who’s going to be the
Cochair of my President’s Council on Science;
we’ve got Dr. Michael Bishop; and we also have
Dr. Peter Agre. So these are an example of the
outstanding scientists who we hope will guide
us through this process in the years to come.

And with them standing beside me, I’d also
like to invite some of my colleagues from Con-
gress who have done just such extraordinary
work to share in the limelight, because you guys
are still going to have some work to do,
and—but it’s because of the leadership of so
many of you across partisan lines that we’ve
been able to accomplish so much already.

So thank you very much, everybody. Let’s go
sign this. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to John P. Holdren, Director-desig-
nate, White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy; ophthalmologist Patricia E. Bath;
H. Robert Horvitz, biologist, Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology; Janet Rowley, human ge-
neticist, University of Chicago; Harold Varmus,
Cochair, President’s Council of Advisors on
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Science and Technology; J. Michael Bishop,
chancellor, University of California, San Fran-
cisco; and Peter Agre, president, American As-

sociation for the Advancement of Science. The
Executive order and memorandum are listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks to the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
March 10, 2009

The President. Thank you. Si se puede.
Audience members. Si se puede! Si se pu-

ede! Si se puede!
The President. Thank you. Thank you so

much. Please, everybody have a seat. Thank
you for the wonderful introduction, David.
And thank you for the great work that you are
doing each and every day. And I appreciate
such a warm welcome. Some of you I’ve gotten
a chance to know; many of you I’m meeting for
the first time. But the spirit of the U.S. His-
panic Chamber of Commerce, the desire to
create jobs and provide opportunity to people
who sometimes have been left out, that’s ex-
actly what this administration is about. That’s
the essence of the American Dream. And so
I’m very proud to have a chance to speak with
all of you.

You know, every so often, throughout our
history, a generation of Americans bears the
responsibility of seeing this country through
difficult times and protecting the dream of its
founding for posterity. This is a responsibility
that’s fallen to our generation. Meeting it will
require steering our Nation’s economy
through a crisis unlike anything that we have
seen in our time. 

In the short term, that means jump-starting
job creation and restarting lending, and restor-
ing confidence in our markets and our finan-
cial system. But it also means taking steps that
not only advance our recovery, but lay the
foundation for lasting, shared prosperity. 

I know there are some who believe we can
only handle one challenge at a time. And they
forget that Lincoln helped lay down the trans-
continental railroad and passed the Home-
stead Act and created the National Academy
of Sciences in the midst of civil war. Likewise,
President Roosevelt didn’t have the luxury of
choosing between ending a depression and
fighting a war; he had to do both. President
Kennedy didn’t have the luxury of choosing

between civil rights and sending us to the
Moon. And we don’t have the luxury of choos-
ing between getting our economy moving now
and rebuilding it over the long term.

Now, America will not remain true to its
highest ideals, and America’s place as a global
economic leader will be put at risk, unless we
not only bring down the crushing costs of
health care and transform the way we use en-
ergy, but also if we do—if we don’t do a far
better job than we’ve been doing of educating
our sons and daughters, unless we give them
the knowledge and skills they need in this new
and changing world.

For we know that economic progress and
educational achievement have always gone
hand in hand in America. The land-grant col-
leges and public high schools transformed the
economy of an industrializing nation. The GI
bill generated a middle class that made Ameri-
ca’s economy unrivaled in the 20th century.
Investments in math and science under Presi-
dent Eisenhower gave new opportunities to
young scientists and engineers all across the
country. It made possible somebody like a Ser-
gey Brin to attend graduate school and found
an upstart company called Google that would
forever change our world.

The source of America’s prosperity has nev-
er been merely how ably we accumulate
wealth, but how well we educate our people.
This has never been more true than it is today.
In a 21st century world where jobs can be
shipped wherever there’s an Internet connec-
tion, where a child born in Dallas is now com-
peting with a child in New Delhi, where your
best job qualification is not what you do, but
what you know, education is no longer just a
pathway to opportunity and success, it’s a pre-
requisite for success.

That’s why workers without a 4-year degree
have borne the brunt of recent layoffs, Latinos
most of all. That’s why, of the 30 fastest
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growing occupations in America, half require a
bachelor’s degree or more. By 2016, 4 out of ev-
ery 10 new jobs will require at least some ad-
vanced education or training. 

So let there be no doubt: The future belongs
to the nation that best educates its citizens. And
my fellow Americans, we have everything we
need to be that nation. We have the best uni-
versities, the most renowned scholars. We have
innovative principals and passionate teachers
and gifted students, and we have parents whose
only priority is their child’s education. We have
a legacy of excellence and an unwavering belief
that our children should climb higher than we
did. 

And yet, despite resources that are un-
matched anywhere in the world, we’ve let our
grades slip, our schools crumble, our teacher
quality fall short, and other nations outpace us.
Let me give you a few statistics. In eighth grade
math, we’ve fallen to ninth place. Singapore’s
middle schoolers outperform ours three to one.
Just a third of our 13- and 14-year-olds can read
as well as they should. And year after year, a
stubborn gap persists between how well white
students are doing compared to their African
American and Latino classmates. The relative
decline of American education is untenable for
our economy, it’s unsustainable for our democ-
racy, it’s unacceptable for our children, and we
can’t afford to let it continue.

What’s at stake is nothing less than the Amer-
ican Dream. It’s what drew my father and so
many of your fathers and mothers to our shores
in pursuit of an education. It’s what led Linda
Brown and Gonzalo and Felicitas Mendez to
bear the standard of all who were attending
separate and unequal schools. It’s what has led
generations of Americans to take on that extra
job, to sacrifice the small pleasures, to scrimp
and save wherever they can, in hopes of putting
away enough, just enough, to give their child
the education that they never had. It’s that most
American of ideas, that with the right educa-
tion, a child of any race, any faith, any station,
can overcome whatever barriers stand in their
way and fulfill their God-given potential. 

Of course, we’ve heard all this year after year
after year after year, and far too little has
changed. Certainly, it hasn’t changed in too

many overcrowded Latino schools; it hasn’t
changed in too many inner-city schools that are
seeing dropout rates of over 50 percent. It’s not
changing not because we’re lacking sound ideas
or sensible plans, in pockets of excellence across
this country, we’re seeing what children from
all walks of life can and will achieve when we set
high standards, have high expectations, when
we do a good job of preparing them. Instead,
it’s because politics and ideology have too often
trumped our progress that we’re in the situation
that we’re in. 

For decades, Washington has been trapped
in the same stale debates that have paralyzed
progress and perpetuated our educational de-
cline. Too many supporters of my party have re-
sisted the idea of rewarding excellence in teach-
ing with extra pay, even though we know it can
make a difference in the classroom. Too many
in the Republican Party have opposed new in-
vestments in early education, despite compel-
ling evidence of its importance. So what we get
here in Washington is the same old debate
about it’s more money versus more reform,
vouchers versus the status quo. There’s been
partisanship and petty bickering, but little rec-
ognition that we need to move beyond the worn
fights of the 20th century if we’re going to suc-
ceed in the 21st century.

I think you’d all agree that the time for fin-
ger-pointing is over. The time for holding
us—holding ourselves accountable is here.
What’s required is not simply new investments,
but new reforms. It is time to expect more from
our students. It’s time to start rewarding good
teachers, stop making excuses for bad ones. It’s
time to demand results from government at ev-
ery level. It’s time to prepare every child, every-
where in America, to outcompete any worker,
anywhere in the world. It’s time to give all
Americans a complete and competitive educa-
tion from the cradle up through a career. We’ve
accepted failure for far too long. Enough is
enough. America’s entire education system
must once more be the envy of the world, and
that’s exactly what we intend to do.

That’s exactly what the budget I’m submit-
ting to Congress has begun to achieve. Now, at
a time when we’ve inherited a trillion-dollar
deficit, we will start by doing a little
203



Mar. 10 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
housekeeping, going through our books, cut-
ting wasteful education programs. My out-
standing Secretary of Education, Arne Dun-
can, who’s here today—stand up, Arne, so ev-
erybody can see you. I’m assuming you also
saw my Secretary of Labor, Hilda Solis. But
Secretary Duncan will use only one test when
deciding what ideas to support with your pre-
cious tax dollars: It’s not whether an idea is lib-
eral or conservative, but whether it works. And
this will help free up resources for the first pil-
lar of reforming our schools, investing in early
childhood initiatives.

This isn’t just about keeping an eye on our
children, it’s about educating them. Studies
show that children in early childhood educa-
tion programs are more likely to score higher
in reading and math, more likely to graduate
from high school and attend college, more
likely to hold a job, and more likely to earn
more in that job. For every dollar we invest in
these programs, we get nearly $10 back in re-
duced welfare rolls, fewer health care costs,
and less crime. That’s why the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act that I signed in-
to law invests $5 billion in growing Early Head
Start and Head Start, expanding access to
quality childcare for 150,000 more children
from working families and doing more for chil-
dren with special needs. And that’s why we are
going to offer 55,000 first-time parents regular
visits from trained nurses to help make sure
their children are healthy and prepare them
for school and for life. 

Now, even as we invest in early childhood
education, let’s raise the bar for early learning
programs that are falling short. Now, today,
some children are enrolled in excellent pro-
grams, some children are enrolled in mediocre
programs, and some are wasting away their
most formative years in bad programs. That in-
cludes the one-fourth of all children who are
Hispanic, and who will drive America’s work-
force of tomorrow, but who are less likely to
have been enrolled in an early childhood edu-
cation program than anyone else.

That’s why I’m issuing a challenge to our
States: Develop a cutting-edge plan to raise
the quality of your early learning programs;
show us how you’ll work to ensure that chil-

dren are better prepared for success by the
time they enter kindergarten. If you do, we
will support you with an Early Learning Chal-
lenge Grant that I call on Congress to enact.
That’s how we will reward quality and incen-
tivize excellence and make a down payment on
the success of the next generation.

So that’s the first pillar of our education re-
form agenda. The second, we will end what
has become a race to the bottom in our schools
and instead spur a race to the top by encourag-
ing better standards and assessments. Now,
this is an area where we are being outpaced by
other nations. It’s not that their kids are any
smarter than ours, it’s that they are being
smarter about how to educate their children.
They’re spending less time teaching things
that don’t matter and more time teaching
things that do. They’re preparing their stu-
dents not only for high school or college, but
for a career; we are not. Our curriculum for
eighth graders is two full years behind top per-
forming countries. That’s a prescription for
economic decline. And I refuse to accept that
America’s children cannot rise to this chal-
lenge. They can, and they must, and they will
meet higher standards in our time. 

So let’s challenge our States, let’s challenge
our States to adopt world-class standards that
will bring our curriculums to the 21st century.
Today’s system of 50 different sets of bench-
marks for academic success means fourth
grade readers in Mississippi are scoring nearly
70 points lower than students in Wyoming,
and they’re getting the same grade. Eight of
our States are setting their standards so low
that their students may end up on par with
roughly the bottom 40 percent of the world.

That’s inexcusable. That’s why I’m calling
on States that are setting their standards far
below where they ought to be to stop low-ball-
ing expectations for our kids. The solution to
low test scores is not lowering standards, it’s
tougher, clearer standards. Standards like
those in Massachusetts, where eighth graders
are—[applause]—we’ve got the Massachusetts
contingent here—[laughter]—in Massachu-
setts, eighth graders are now tying for first,
first in the whole world in science. Other for-
ward-thinking States are moving in the same
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direction by coming together as part of a con-
sortium. And more States need to do the same.
And I’m calling on our Nation’s Governors and
State education chiefs to develop standards and
assessments that don’t simply measure whether
students can fill in a bubble on a test, but
whether they possess 21st century skills like
problem-solving and critical thinking and entre-
preneurship and creativity. 

That is what we’ll help them do later this
year—that’s what we’re going to help them do
later this year when we finally make No Child
Left Behind live up to its name by ensuring not
only that teachers and principals get the fund-
ing that they need, but that the money is tied to
results. And Arne Duncan will also back up this
commitment to higher standards with a fund to
invest in innovation in our school districts.

Of course, raising standards alone will not
make much of a difference unless we provide
teachers and principals with the information
they need to make sure students are prepared
to meet those standards. And far too few States
have data systems like the one in Florida that
keep track of a student’s education from child-
hood through college. And far too few districts
are emulating the example of Houston and
Long Beach and using data to track how much
progress a student is making and where that
student is struggling. That’s a resource that can
help us improve student achievement and tell
us which students had which teachers so we can
assess what’s working and what’s not. That’s
why we’re making a major investment in this ar-
ea, that we will cultivate a new culture of ac-
countability in America’s schools. 

Now, to complete our race to the top re-
quires the third pillar of reform, recruiting, pre-
paring, and rewarding outstanding teachers.
From the moments students enter a school, the
most important factor in their success is not the
color of their skin or the income of their par-
ents, it’s the person standing at the front of the
classroom. That’s why our Recovery Act will en-
sure that hundreds of thousands of teachers and
school personnel are not laid off, because those
Americans are not only doing jobs they can’t af-
ford to lose, they’re rendering a service our Na-
tion cannot afford to lose either. 

America’s future depends on its teachers.
And so today, I’m calling on a new generation of
Americans to step forward and serve our coun-
try in our classrooms. If you want to make a dif-
ference in the life of our Nation, if you want to
make the most of your talents and dedication, if
you want to make your mark with a legacy that
will endure, then join the teaching profession.
America needs you. We need you in our sub-
urbs. We need you in our small towns. We es-
pecially need you in our inner cities. We need
you in classrooms all across our country.

And if you do your part, then we’ll do ours.
That’s why we’re taking steps to prepare teach-
ers for their difficult responsibilities and en-
courage them to stay in the profession. That’s
why we’re creating new pathways to teaching
and new incentives to bring teachers to schools
where they’re needed most. That’s why we sup-
port offering extra pay to Americans who teach
math and science to end a teacher shortage in
those subjects. It’s why we’re building on the
promising work being done in places like South
Carolina’s Teachers Advancement Program and
making an unprecedented commitment to en-
sure that anyone entrusted with educating our
children is doing the job as well as it can be
done. 

Now, here’s what that commitment means: It
means treating teachers like the professionals
they are while also holding them more account-
able. In up to 150 more school districts, new
teachers will be mentored by experienced ones.
Good teachers will be rewarded with more
money for improved student achievement and
asked to accept more responsibilities for lifting
up their schools. Teachers throughout a school
will benefit from guidance and support to help
them improve. 

And just as we’ve given our teachers all the
support they need to be successful, we need to
make sure our students have the teacher they
need to be successful. And that means States
and school districts taking steps to move bad
teachers out of the classroom. But let me be
clear—[applause]. Let me be clear: The over-
whelming number of teachers are doing an out-
standing job under difficult circumstances. My
sister is a teacher, so I know how tough teaching
can be. But let me be clear: If a teacher is given
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a chance or two chances or three chances but
still does not improve, there’s no excuse for
that person to continue teaching. I reject a sys-
tem that rewards failure and protects a person
from its consequences. The stakes are too
high. We can afford nothing but the best when
it comes to our children’s teachers and the
schools where they teach.

Now, that leads me to the fourth part of
America’s education strategy, promoting inno-
vation and excellence in America’s schools.
One of the places where much of that innova-
tion occurs is in our most effective charter
schools. And these are public schools founded
by parents, teachers, and civic or community
organizations with broad leeway to innovate,
schools I supported as a State legislator and a
United States Senator. 

But right now there are many caps on how
many charter schools are allowed in some
States, no matter how well they’re preparing
our students. That isn’t good for our children,
our economy, or our country. Of course, any
expansion of charter schools must not result in
the spread of mediocrity, but in the advance-
ment of excellence. And that will require
States adopting both a rigorous selection and
review process to ensure that a charter
school’s autonomy is coupled with greater ac-
countability, as well as a strategy, like the one
in Chicago, to close charter schools that are
not working. Provided this greater account-
ability, I call on States to reform their charter
rules and lift caps on the number of allowable
charter schools, wherever such caps are in
place.

Now, even as we foster innovation in where
our children are learning, let’s also foster inno-
vation in when our children are learning. We
can no longer afford an academic calendar de-
signed for when America was a nation of farm-
ers who needed their children at home plow-
ing the land at the end of each day. That calen-
dar may have once made sense, but today it
puts us at a competitive disadvantage. Our
children—listen to this—our children spend
over a month less in school than children in
South Korea, every year. That’s no way to pre-
pare them for a 21st century economy. That’s
why I’m calling for us not only to expand effec-

tive after-school programs, but to rethink the
school day to incorporate more time, whether
during the summer or through expanded-day
programs for children who need it. 

Now, I know longer school days and school
years are not wildly popular ideas. [Laughter]
Not with Malia and Sasha—[laughter]—not in
my family, and probably not in yours. But the
challenges of a new century demand more
time in the classroom. If they can do that in
South Korea, we can do it right here in the
United States of America.

Of course, no matter how innovative our
schools or how effective our teachers, America
cannot succeed unless our students take re-
sponsibility for their own education. That
means showing up for school on time, paying
attention in class, seeking out extra tutoring if
it’s needed, staying out of trouble. To any stu-
dent who’s watching, I say this: Don’t even
think about dropping out of school. Don’t even
think about it.

As I said a couple of weeks ago, dropping
out is quitting on yourself, it’s quitting on your
country, and it’s not an option, not anymore.
Not when our high school dropout rate has tri-
pled in the past 30 years. Not when high
school dropouts earn about half as much as
college graduates. Not when Latino students
are dropping out faster than just about anyone
else. It’s time for all of us, no matter what our
backgrounds, to come together and solve this
epidemic.

Stemming the tide of dropouts will require
turning around our low-performing schools.
Now, just 2,000 high schools in cities like De-
troit and Los Angeles and Philadelphia pro-
duce over 50 percent of America’s dropouts.
And yet there are too few proven strategies to
transform these schools. And there are too few
partners to get the job done. 

So today I’m issuing a challenge to educa-
tors and lawmakers, parents and teachers
alike: Let us all make turning around our
schools our collective responsibility as Ameri-
cans. And that will require new investments in
innovative ideas. That’s why my budget invests
in developing new strategies to make sure at-
risk students don’t give up on their education,
new efforts to give dropouts who want to
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return to school the help they need to graduate,
and new ways to put those young men and
women who have left school back on a pathway
to graduation. 

Now, the fifth part of America’s education
strategy is providing every American with a
quality higher education, whether it’s college or
technical training. Never has a college degree
been more important; never has it been more
expensive. And at a time when so many of our
families are bearing enormous economic bur-
dens, the rising cost of tuition threatens to shat-
ter dreams. And that’s why we will simplify
Federal college assistance forms so it doesn’t
take a Ph.D. to apply for financial aid. 

That’s why we’re already taking steps to
make college or technical training affordable.
For the first time ever, Pell grants will not be
subject to the politics of the moment or the
whim of the market, they will be a commitment
that Congress is required to uphold each and
every year. Not only that: Because rising costs
mean Pell grants cover less than half as much
tuition as they did 30 years ago, we’re raising
the maximum Pell grant to $5,550 a year and in-
dexing it above inflation. We’re also providing a
$2,500-a-year tuition tax credit for students
from working families. And we’re modernizing
and expanding the Perkins Loan Program to
make sure schools like UNLV don’t get a tenth
as many Perkins loans as schools like Harvard. 

To help pay for all of this, we’re putting stu-
dents ahead of lenders by eliminating wasteful
student loan subsidies that cost taxpayers bil-
lions each year. All in all, we are making college
affordable for 7 million more students with a
sweeping investment in our children’s futures
and America’s success. And I call on Congress
to join me and the American people by making
these investments possible. 

Now, this is how we will help meet our re-
sponsibility as a nation to open the doors of col-
lege to every American. But it will also be the
responsibility of colleges and universities to
control spiraling costs. We can’t just keep on
putting more money in and universities and col-
leges not doing their part to hold down tuitions.
And it’s the responsibility of our students to
walk through the doors of opportunity. 

In just a single generation, America has fallen
from 2d place to 11th place in the portion of
students completing college. That is unfortu-
nate, but it’s by no means irreversible. With re-
solve and the right investments, we can retake
the lead once more. And that’s why, in my ad-
dress to the Nation the other week, I called on
Americans to commit to at least one year or
more of higher education or career training,
with the goal of having the highest proportion
of college graduates in the world by the year
2020. And to meet that goal, we are investing
$2.5 billion to identify and support innovative
initiatives across the country that achieve re-
sults in helping students persist and graduate.

So let’s not stop at education with college.
Let’s recognize a 21st century reality: Learning
doesn’t end in our early twenties. Adults of all
ages need opportunities to earn new degrees
and new skills, especially in the current eco-
nomic environment. And that means working
with all our universities and schools, including
community colleges—a great and undervalued
asset—to prepare workers for good jobs in
high-growth industries and to improve access to
job training not only for young people who are
just starting their careers, but for older workers
who need new skills to change careers. And
that’s going to be one of the key tasks that Sec-
retary Solis is involved with, is making sure that
lifelong learning is a reality and a possibility for
more Americans.

It’s through initiatives like these that we’ll
see more Americans earn a college degree or
receive advanced training and pursue a success-
ful career. And that’s why I’m calling on Con-
gress to work with me to enact these essential
reforms and to reauthorize the Workforce Rein-
vestment Act. That’s how we will round out a
complete and competitive education in the
United States of America.

So here’s the bottom line: yes, we need more
money; yes, we need more reform; yes, we need
to hold ourselves more accountable for every
dollar we spend. But there’s one more ingredi-
ent I want to talk about. No government policy
will make any difference unless we also hold
ourselves more accountable as parents, because
government, no matter how wise or efficient,
cannot turn off the TV or put away the video
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games. Teachers, no matter how dedicated or
effective, cannot make sure your child leaves
for school on time and does their homework
when they get back at night. These are things
only a parent can do. These are things that our
parents must do.

I say this not only as a father, but also as a
son. When I was a child my mother and I lived
overseas, and she didn’t have the money to
send me to the fancy international school
where all the American kids went to school. So
what she did was she supplemented my
schooling with lessons from a correspondence
course. And I can still picture her waking me
up at 4:30 in the morning, 5 days a week, to go
over some lessons before I went to school. And
whenever I’d complain and grumble and find
some excuse and say, “Aww, I’m sleepy,” she’d
patiently repeat to me her most powerful de-
fense. She’d say, “This is no picnic for me ei-
ther, buster.” [Laughter]

You know, when you’re a kid you don’t
think about the sacrifices they’re making. She
had to work; I just had to go to school. But
she’d still wake up every day to make sure I
was getting what I needed for my education.
And it’s because she did this day after day,
week after week, because of all the other op-
portunities and breaks that I got along the way,
all the sacrifices that my grandmother and my
grandfather made along the way, that I can
stand here today as President of the United
States. It’s because of the sacrifices—[ap-
plause]. See, I want every child in this country
to have the same chance that my mother gave
me, that my teachers gave me, that my college
professors gave me, that America gave me.

You know these stories; you’ve lived them as
well. All of you have a similar story to tell. You
know, it’s—I want children like Yvonne Bo-
jorquez to have that chance. Yvonne is a stu-
dent at Village Academy High School in Cali-
fornia. Now, Village Academy is a 21st century
school where cutting-edge technologies are
used in the classroom, where college prep and
career training are offered to all who seek it,
and where the motto is “Respect, Responsibil-
ity, and Results.”

Now, a couple of months ago, Yvonne and
her class made a video talking about the im-
pact that our struggling economy was having
on their lives. And some of them spoke about
their parents being laid off or their homes fac-
ing foreclosure or their inability to focus on
school with everything that was happening at
home. And when it was her turn to speak,
Yvonne said: “We’ve all been affected by this
economic crisis. [We] are all college-bound
students; we’re all businessmen and doctors
and lawyers and all this great stuff. And we
have all this potential, but the way things are
going, we’re not going to be able to [fulfill it].”

It was heartbreaking that a girl so full of
promise was so full of worry that she and her
class titled their video, “Is Anybody Listen-
ing?” So today there’s something I want to say
to Yvonne and her class at Village Academy: I
am listening; we are listening; America is lis-
tening. And we will not rest until your parents
can keep your jobs—we will not rest until your
parents can keep their jobs and your families
can keep their homes, and you can focus on
what you should be focusing on, your own ed-
ucation; until you can become the business-
men, doctors, and lawyers of tomorrow, until
you can reach out and grasp your dreams for
the future.

For in the end, Yvonne’s dream is a dream
shared by all Americans. It’s the founding
promise of our Nation: That we can make of
our lives what we will; that all things are possi-
ble for all people; and that here in America,
our best days lie ahead. I believe that. I truly
believe if I do my part, and you, the American
people, do yours, then we will emerge from
this crisis a stronger nation and pass the dream
of our founding on to posterity, ever safer than
before. 

Thank you very much. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. at the
Washington Marriott Metro Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to David Lizarraga, chair-
man, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, who
introduced the President; Sergey Brin,
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cofounder and president, Google, Inc.; Linda
Brown Thompson, plaintiff in the 1954 Brown

v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision;
and his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the
United Nations
March 10, 2009

President Obama. Well, let me just say that I
am very grateful for the Secretary-General tak-
ing the time to visit with us today. As I’ve said
previously, I think the United Nations can be an
extraordinarily constructive, important partner
in bringing about peace and stability and securi-
ty to people around the world. And the Secre-
tary-General has shown extraordinary leader-
ship during his tenure as Secretary-General.

We had a wide-ranging conversation. There
are a host of international issues that we both
agree have to be addressed. We talked about
the economic crisis and how that’s affecting not
only developed countries, but very poor coun-
tries around the world, and the potential threat
to food supplies if it continues to worsen, and
the need for international coordination. 

We discussed the issue of Afghanistan, where
the Secretary-General has been very helpful in
bringing together a donors conference. We’re
going to be talking about how we can ramp up
and better coordinate civilian activities in Af-
ghanistan so that we can be more effective in
that region. And we also talked about the up-
coming elections in Afghanistan.

We discussed Haiti and the concerns that we
both have about a long-suffering country that’s
just gone through a terrible crisis as a conse-
quence of hurricanes. 

And one of the things that we spent I think
the most time talking about was the issue of
Darfur. As many of you are aware, we have a
ongoing crisis in Darfur that has heightened re-
cently, where the Khartoum Government has
kicked out some of the most important nongov-
ernmental organizations that provide direct hu-
manitarian aid to millions of people who’ve
been internally displaced in the Sudan. And we
have a potential crisis of even greater dimen-
sions than what we already saw.

I impressed upon the Secretary-General how
important it is from our perspective to send a

strong, unified, international message that it is
not acceptable to put that many people’s lives at
risk; that we need to be able to get those hu-
manitarian organizations back on the ground;
and that the United States wants to work as ac-
tively as possible with the United Nations to try
to resolve the immediate humanitarian crisis
and to start putting us on a path for long-term
peace and stability in the Sudan. 

And this is something that the United States
Secretary to the United Nations, Secretary
Rice, has been working on diligently. It’s some-
thing that we care about deeply. And we’re
hopeful that we can make some significant
progress.

Last point that I would make is, Secretary
Ban has spoken extensively about the issue of
climate change, and as all of you know, this is
something that my administration is deeply con-
cerned about as well. We welcome his leader-
ship. And we’re looking forward to working with
some of the major countries involved to figure
out how, even in the midst of economic crisis,
we can move forward and prevent what could
be longer-term ecological crises that could have
a tremendously adverse effect on the interna-
tional economy if we don’t take action.

Secretary-General Ban. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. I’m very much honored
to meet you and discuss on all the matters of
our mutual concern and interest between the
United Nations and the United States. 

It’s a very encouraging sign coming from
your office to the United Nations that we are
meeting at such an early stage of your
administration. And I count on your great
leadership. United Nations and United States
share common visions and objectives for peace
and stability, development and human rights.
As Secretary-General of the United Nations,
you can count on me, my full commitment and
working together with you.
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I think year 2009 is a make-or-break year,
full of crises on many fronts, for United Na-
tions, for United States, and whole interna-
tional community as a whole. For that, we
need to work very closely to address all the is-
sues. I have been closely following with a
deepest admiration what you have been tak-
ing, demonstrating great leadership, very dy-
namic and visionary, to overcome this interna-
tional economic crisis. I welcome your very
strong national stimulus packages, and I’m also
looking forward to meeting you and discussing
with you and other leaders at G–20 summit
meeting in London.

What I’d like to emphasize, as Secretary-
General of the United Nations, is that leaders
of G–20 should not lose sight of the challenges
and plight of hundreds of hundreds of millions
of poorest of people of the developing coun-
tries who have been impacted by this econom-
ic crisis.

The leaders of industrialized countries
should keep their commitment on Millennium
Development Goals and official development
assistance and help developing countries over-
come in food security and also help them to
adapt and mitigate climate change.

Climate change, as, Mr. President, you have
said, is a priority for the United Nations and
for whole international community. I am going
to focus and work together with the leaders of

the world to address this issue, to unlock all
this massive investment for the green econom-
ic recovery and also to save our planet. This is
an issue of our era. I count on your strong
commitment and leadership. Whole world is
now looking at your leadership. And I’m will-
ing to—I’m committed to work together with
you.

We have discussed, as President Obama just
mentioned, on many issues, starting from Af-
ghanistan, Sudan, and Iraq and Pakistan, and
disarmament, and nonproliferation issues like
North Korean nuclear issues. And on all of
these issues, we—I’m committed to work to-
gether with you. I count on your leadership.

United Nations stands ready to work to-
gether with you, Mr. President, to make this
make-or-break year turn into make-it-work,
full of optimism and resolution. And thank you
very much, Mr. President.

President Obama. Thank you so much, Mr.
Secretary.

Secretary-General Ban. Thank you, sir.
President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:23 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ambassador Susan E.
Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the
United Nations.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Economic Advisers and an Exchange
With Reporters
March 11, 2009

The President. All right. Well, I just wanted
to let you guys know that Secretary Geithner is
going to be discussing our approach to the G–
20 today, and this is going to be I think a criti-
cal meeting at a obviously critical time in the
world’s economy.

We’ve got two goals in the G–20. The first is
to make sure that there is concerted action
around the globe to jump-start the economy.
The second goal is to make sure that we are
moving forward on a regulatory reform agenda
that ensures that we don’t see these same

kinds of systemic risks and the potential for
this kind of crisis again in the future.

Now, I think that the United States has ac-
tually taken a significant leap on a number of
these steps that are required. We’ve already
passed the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act. We are doing a good job stimulating
our economy here at home.

We’re moving forward in stabilizing the fi-
nancial system through a whole host of steps
that have already been taken and a number of
steps that we intend to take in the future to
make sure that the financial system is solvent,
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that our banks are strong, and that we start
lending again to businesses and consumers.

We also have already been in discussions
with the relevant members of the congressional
committees to talk about how we can move for-
ward on a regulatory framework. You heard
from the Federal Reserve Chairman Bernanke
yesterday about the need for us to revamp our
regulations. That’s not just something that we
want to do domestically, but we ought to make
sure that we’re coordinating with the other G–
20 countries.

A few other areas that haven’t been discussed
as much, the United States is part of a integrat-
ed global economy. And so, we have to not only
think about what’s happening here at home, but
in order for us to grow businesses, create jobs
here at home, we also have to be mindful about
what’s happening overseas. And that’s why, at
this G–20 meeting, one of the things that Secre-
tary Geithner is going to be talking about is how
can we make sure that emerging markets, de-
veloping countries that may be very hard hit as
a consequence of the contracting economy, how
do we make sure that they remain stable, that
they can still purchase American goods; how do
we make sure also that we are not falling into
protectionist patterns and that world trade is
still something that countries support and em-
brace as opposed to scaling back on.

So there are going to be a host of issues that
we need to discuss. The job of Secretary Geith-
ner is to lay the groundwork so that—with other
finance ministers from the other G–20 coun-
tries so that when the leaders of these various
countries actually show up, we can go ahead
and craft the kind of agreement that’s going to
be necessary, not just for the stability of the fi-
nancial system, but ultimately, to make sure
that we’re creating jobs and that businesses are
reinvesting here in the United States.

We can do a really good job here at home
with a whole host of policies, but if you contin-
ue to see deterioration in the world economy,
that’s going to set us back. And I think it’s very
important for the American people to under-
stand that as aggressive as the actions we are
taking have been so far, it’s very important to
make sure that other countries are moving in

the same direction, because the global economy
is all tied together.

Tim, anything you want to add?
Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geith-

ner. Mr. President, I travel to Europe tomorrow
night to meet with the G–20 finance ministers
and central bank governors. We need to bring
the world together to put in place a very sub-
stantial, sustained program of support for recov-
ery and growth. And we want to bring together
a new consensus globally on how to strengthen
this global financial system so that a crisis like
this never happens again. 

There’s been a lot of talk and a lot of ideas
over the last 2 years in these areas. It’s time now
for us to move together and to begin to act to
put in place a stronger framework of reforms. A
lot of good work has happened, but we need to
now bring this together so that we’re together
as a world economy working together.

Everything we do in the United States will be
more effective if we have the world moving
with us. You know, we’re the most productive
economy in the world, most productive workers
in the world, but they need markets for their
products that are expanding, and we have a lot
of work to do, but I think we can make a lot of
progress.

The President. Good. And just one last point
I want to make. I’ve already had discussions
with a number of world leaders on these issues,
obviously, when Gordon Brown came to visit,
when Prime Minister Aso of Japan came. We
have already started laying the groundwork.
You’re starting to see a lot of coordination at
various levels, both in terms of the financial reg-
ulators as well as those who are shaping poten-
tial stimulus packages in their own countries.

So I’m actually optimistic about the pros-
pects. Everybody understands that we’re in this
together. I think the G–20 countries are going
to be seeking a lot of cooperation. One of the
messages that is consistently hammered home
when I talk to foreign leaders is their recogni-
tion that a strong U.S. economy will help their
economy. And so they’re rooting for our suc-
cess. 

We’ve got to make sure that we’re rooting for
theirs as well, because we’ve got a lot of export-
ers. Until just a few months ago, exports were
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actually one of the areas where we were still
getting some lift in the economy; that has now
gone away. It’s now vanished because purchas-
ing power in many of these other countries, as
well as credit in these other countries, has con-
tracted. So we’ve got to spend some time
thinking about how we’re going to strengthen
them as well, in order to make sure that ulti-
mately our plans here at home are successful. 

All right? Thank you, everybody.

Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009

Q. Did you sign that omnibus yet? 
The President. Not yet. We’re going to——
Q. ——planning on these earmarks——
The President. We’re going to have a sign-

ing. We’re going to have a signing. All right.
Thank you, guys. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Gordon
Brown of the United Kingdom.

Remarks on Government Spending and Earmark Reform
March 11, 2009

Good morning. I ran for President pledging
to change the way business is done in Wash-
ington and to build a Government that works
for the people by opening it up to the people.
And that means restoring responsibility and
transparency and accountability to actions that
the Government takes. And working with the
Congress over my first 50 days in office, we’ve
made important progress toward that end.

Working together, we passed an American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act that’s already
putting people back to work doing the work
that America needs done. We did it without
the customary congressional earmarks, the
practice by which individual legislators insert
projects of their choosing. We’re implement-
ing the Recovery Act with an unprecedented
level of aggressive oversight and transparency,
including a web site, recovery.gov, that allows
every American to see how their tax dollars are
spent and report on cases where the system is
breaking down.

I also signed a directive that dramatically re-
forms our broken system of Government con-
tracting, reining in waste and abuse and ineffi-
ciency, saving the American taxpayers up to
$40 billion each year in the process.

And I’ve laid out plans for a budget that be-
gins to restore fiscal discipline so we can bring
down the $1.3 trillion budget deficit we’ve in-
herited and pave the way for our long-term
prosperity. For the first time in many years,
we’ve produced an honest budget that makes

the hard choices required to cut our deficit in
half by the end of my first term in office.

Now, yesterday Congress sent me the final
part of last year’s budget, a piece of legislation
that rolls nine bills required to keep the Gov-
ernment running into one, a piece of legisla-
tion that addresses the immediate concerns of
the American people by making needed in-
vestments in line with our urgent national pri-
orities. That’s what nearly 99 percent of this
legislation does, the nearly 99 percent that you
probably haven’t heard much about.

What you likely have heard about is that this
bill does include earmarks. Now, let me be
clear: Done right, earmarks have given legisla-
tors the opportunity to direct Federal money
to worthy projects that benefit people in their
districts, and that’s why I have opposed their
outright elimination. And I also find it ironic
that some of those who rail most loudly against
this bill because of earmarks actually inserted
earmarks of their own and will tout them in
their own States and their own districts.

But the fact is that on occasion, earmarks
have been used as a vehicle for waste and
fraud and abuse. Projects have been inserted
at the 11th hour, without review and some-
times without merit, in order to satisfy the po-
litical or personal agendas of a given legislator,
rather than the public interest. There are
times where earmarks may be good on their
own, but in the context of a tight budget might
not be our highest priority. So these practices
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hit their peak in the middle of this decade,
when the number of earmarks had ballooned to
more than 16,000 and played a part in a series
of corruption cases.

In 2007, the new Democratic leadership in
Congress began to address these abuses with a
series of reforms that I was proud to have
helped to write. We eliminated anonymous ear-
marks and created new measures of transparen-
cy in the process, so Americans can better fol-
low how their tax dollars are being spent. These
measures were combined with the most sweep-
ing ethics reforms since Watergate. We banned
gifts and meals and made sure that lobbyists
have to disclose who they’re raising campaign
money from, and who in Congress they send it
to. So we’ve made progress. But let’s face it, we
have to do more.

I am signing an imperfect omnibus bill be-
cause it’s necessary for the ongoing functions of
Government, and we have a lot more work to
do. We can’t have Congress bogged down at
this critical juncture in our economic recovery.
But I also view this as a departure point for
more far-reaching change.

In my discussions with Congress, we have
talked about the need for further reforms to en-
sure that the budget process inspires trust and
confidence instead of cynicism. So I believe as
we move forward, we can come together
around principles that prevent the abuse of ear-
marks.

Now, these principles begin with a simple
concept: Earmarks must have a legitimate and
worthy public purpose. Earmarks that Mem-
bers do seek must be aired on those Members’
web sites in advance, so the public and the press
can examine them and judge their merits for
themselves. Each earmark must be open to
scrutiny at public hearings, where Members
will have to justify their expense to the taxpayer.

Next, any earmark for a for-profit, private
company should be subject to the same com-
petitive bidding requirements as other Federal
contracts. The awarding of earmarks to private
companies is the single most corrupting ele-
ment of this practice, as witnessed by some of
the indictments and convictions that we’ve al-
ready seen. Private companies differ from the
public entities that Americans rely on every day,

schools and police stations and fire depart-
ments.

When somebody is allocating money to those
public entities, there’s some confidence that
there’s going to be a public purpose. When they
are given to private entities, you’ve got potential
problems. You know, when you give it to public
companies—public entities like fire depart-
ments, and if they are seeking taxpayer dollars,
then I think all of us can feel some comfort that
the State or municipality that’s benefiting is do-
ing so because it’s going to trickle down and
help the people in that community. When
they’re private entities, then I believe they have
to be evaluated with a higher level of scrutiny.

Furthermore, it should go without saying
that an earmark must never be traded for politi-
cal favors.

And finally, if my administration evaluates an
earmark and determines that it has no legiti-
mate public purpose, then we will seek to elimi-
nate it, and we’ll work with Congress to do so.

Now, I know there are Members in both
Houses with good ideas on this matter. And just
this morning, the House released a set of rec-
ommendations for reform that I think hold
great promise. I congratulate them on that.
Now I’m calling on Congress to enact these re-
forms as the appropriation process moves for-
ward this year. Neither I nor the American peo-
ple will accept anything less.

It’s important that we get this done to ensure
that the budget process works better, the tax-
payers are protected, and that we save billions
of dollars that we so desperately need to right
our economy and address our fiscal crisis. Along
with that reform, I expect future spending bills
to be debated and voted on in an orderly way
and sent to my desk without delay or obstruc-
tion, so that we don’t face another massive, last-
minute omnibus bill like this one.

I recognize that Congress has the power of
the purse. As a former Senator, I believe that
individual Members of Congress understand
their districts best, and they should have the
ability to respond to the needs of their
communities. I don’t quarrel with that. But
leadership requires setting an example and
setting priorities, and the magnitude of the
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economic crisis we face requires responsibility
on all our parts.

The future demands that we operate in a
different way than we have in the past. So let
there be no doubt: This piece of legislation
must mark an end to the old way of doing busi-
ness and the beginning of a new era of respon-
sibility and accountability that the American
people have every right to expect and demand.

If we’re going to solve our economic crisis,
if we’re going to put Americans back to work,
if we’re going to make the investments re-

quired to build a foundation for our future
growth, then we must restore the American
people’s faith that their Government is work-
ing for them, and that it’s on their side. That’s
the Government I promised, that’s the Gov-
ernment I intend to lead.

Thank you very much, everybody. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building.

Remarks on Signing an Executive Order Establishing a White House
Council on Women and Girls
March 11, 2009

Thank you so much. Well, today, as we con-
tinue our celebration of international Wom-
en’s History Month, I’m proud to sign this Ex-
ecutive order establishing the women’s—the
White House Council on Women and Girls.
It’s a council with a mission that dates back to
our founding, to fulfill the promise of our de-
mocracy for all our people. 

I sign this order not just as a President, but
as a son, a grandson, a husband, and a father,
because growing up, I saw my mother put her-
self through school and follow her passion for
helping others. But I also saw how she strug-
gled to raise me and my sister on her own,
worrying about how she’d pay the bills and ed-
ucate herself and provide for us.

I saw my grandmother work her way up to
become one of the first women bank vice pres-
idents in the State of Hawaii. But I also saw
how she hit a glass ceiling, how men no more
qualified than she was kept moving up the cor-
porate ladder ahead of her.

I’ve seen Michelle, the rock of the Obama
family, juggling work and parenting with more
skill and grace than anybody that I know. But I
also saw how it tore at her at times, how some-
times when she was with the girls she was wor-
rying about work, and when she was at work
she was worrying about the girls. It’s a feeling
that I share every day. 

In so many ways, the stories of the women
in my life reflect the broader story of women

in this country, a story of both unyielding
progress and also untapped potential. Today,
women make up a growing share of our work-
force and the majority of students in our col-
leges and our law schools. Women are break-
ing barriers in every field, from science and
business to athletics and the Armed Forces.
Women are serving at the highest levels of my
administration, and we have Madam Speaker
presiding over our House of Representatives. I
had the privilege of participating in a historic
campaign with a historic candidate, who we
now have the privilege of calling Madam Sec-
retary.

But at the same time, when women still
earn just 78 cents for every dollar men make,
when one in four women still experiences do-
mestic violence in their lifetimes, when wom-
en are more than half of our population, but
just 17 percent of our Congress, when women
are 49 percent of the workforce, but only 3
percent of our Fortune 500 CEOs, when these
inequalities stubbornly persist in this country,
in this century, then I think we need to ask
ourselves some hard questions. I think we
need to take a hard look at where we’re falling
short and who we’re leaving out and what that
means for the prosperity and the vitality of our
Nation.

And I want to be very clear: These issues
are not just women’s issues. When women
make less than men for the same work, it hurts
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families who find themselves with less income
and have to work harder just to get by. When a
job doesn’t offer family leave, that also hurts
men who want to help care for a new baby or an
ailing parent. When there’s no affordable child-
care, that hurts children who wind up in sec-
ond-rate care or spending afternoons alone in
front of the television set.

And when any of our citizens cannot fulfill
their potential because of factors that have
nothing to do with their talent, their character,
their work ethic, that says something about the
state of our democracy. It says something about
whether we’re honoring those words put on pa-
per more than two centuries ago, whether we’re
doing our part, like generations before us, to
breathe new life into them in our time. 

That, above all, is the true purpose of our
Government, not to guarantee our success, but
to ensure that in America all things are still pos-
sible for all people. Not to solve all our prob-
lems, but to ensure that we all have the chance
to pursue our own version of happiness. To give
our daughters the chance to achieve as greatly
as the women who join us today. That’s the im-
pact our Government can have.

It’s the impact of a Health and Human Ser-
vices Department that funds research by wom-
en like Dr. Nina Fedoroff, a biotechnology and
life science pioneer who won the National
Medal of Science in 2006. It’s the impact of a
Defense Department that works to recruit and
promote women, so that women like Sergeant
Major Michele Jones, who was the Army’s high-
est ranking enlisted woman before she retired,
can strengthen our military with their leader-
ship. 

It’s the impact of a Department of Education
that enforces title IX, so athletes like Olympic
gold medalist Dominique Dawes and Lisa Les-
lie have a level playing field to compete and to
win. It’s the impact of a White House and a
Congress that fight for legislation like the Lilly
Ledbetter fair pay restoration act, so that all
women can get paid what they deserve. I’m very
proud this was the very first bill that I signed in-
to law. 

And that’s why I’m establishing this Council,
not just to continue efforts like these, but to en-
hance them. The Council will be composed of

the heads of every Cabinet and Cabinet-level
agency and will meet on a regular basis. We
have many of those Cabinet members here.
Some of the men showed up; we put them in
the second row. [Laughter] But they’re going to
be fighting—[applause]—they’re going to be
part of this Council, and it’s going to meet on a
regular basis. 

Its purpose is very simple: to ensure that
each of the agencies in which they’re charged
takes into account the needs of women and girls
in the policies they draft, the programs they
create, the legislation they support. It’s not
enough to only have individual women’s offices
at individual agencies, or only have one office in
the White House. Rather, as former Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright once said, in our
Government, “responsibility for the advance-
ment of women is not the job of any one agen-
cy; it’s the job of all of them.” And she should
know; she helped lead an interagency women’s
initiative during the Clinton administration. 

At the same time, given the critical impor-
tance of its work, this Council must have strong
leadership from the White House and direct ac-
countability to me. And that’s why I’m appoint-
ing Valerie Jarrett, one of my closest advisers
and most senior members of my administration,
to lead it. Tina Tchen, another senior member
of my White House staff, will serve as the
Council’s Executive Director.

In the end, while many of the challenges
women and girls face are new, the work of this
Council is not; it’s been with us for generations.
Frances Perkins, who was President Franklin
Roosevelt’s Secretary of Labor and the first
woman to serve in the Cabinet, a great hero of
the New Deal, described it well when she said:
“I had a kind of duty to other women to walk in
and sit down on the chair that was offered and
so establish the rights of others long hence and
far distant in geography to sit in the high
seats”—to sit in the high seats.

That is why I’m standing here today, because
of what my mother and grandmother did for
me, because of their hard work and sacrifice
and unflagging love. That’s what Michelle’s
doing right now, thinking every day about
making sure that Malia and Sasha have the
same opportunities as anybody’s sons do. That’s
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why so many of us are here today, because of
the women who came before us, who were
determined to see us sit in the high seats;
women who reached for the ballot and raised
families and traveled long, lonely roads to be
the first in the boardroom or in the courtroom
or on the battlefield and in the factory floor;
women who cracked and shattered those glass
ceilings so that my daughters, and all of our
sons and daughters, could dream a little bigger
and reach a little higher.

So now it’s up to us to carry that work for-
ward, to ensure that our daughters and grand-
daughters have no limits on their dreams, no
obstacles to their achievements, and that they
have opportunities their mothers and grand-
mothers and great- grandmothers never

dreamed of. That’s the purpose of this Coun-
cil. Those are the priorities of my Presidency.
And I look forward to working with all of you
to fulfill them in the months and years to
come.

All right, so I’m going to go sign this thing.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:31 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to his sister Maya Soetoro-
Ng; Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton; Dominique Dawes, member, 1996 U.S.
women’s Olympic gymnastics team; and Lisa
Leslie, center, 2008 U.S. women’s Olympic
basketball team. The Executive order is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on Signing the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009
March 11, 2009

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1105, the
“Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009.” This bill
completes the work of last year by providing
the funding necessary for the smooth opera-
tion of our Nation’s Government. 

As I announced this past Monday, it is a le-
gitimate constitutional function, and one that
promotes the value of transparency, to indi-
cate when a bill that is presented for Presiden-
tial signature includes provisions that are sub-
ject to well-founded constitutional objections.
The Department of Justice has advised that a
small number of provisions of the bill raise
constitutional concerns. 

• Foreign Affairs. Certain provisions of the
bill, in titles I and IV of Division B, title
IV of Division E, and title VII of Divi-
sion H, would unduly interfere with my
constitutional authority in the area of
foreign affairs by effectively directing
the Executive on how to proceed or not
proceed in negotiations or discussions
with international organizations and for-
eign governments. I will not treat these
provisions as limiting my ability to nego-
tiate and enter into agreements with for-
eign nations. 

• United Nations Peacekeeping Missions.
Section 7050 in Division H prohibits the
use of certain funds for the use of the
Armed Forces in United Nations peace-
keeping missions under the command or
operational control of a foreign national
unless my military advisers have recom-
mended to me that such involvement is
in the national interests of the United
States. This provision raises constitution-
al concerns by constraining my choice of
particular persons to perform specific
command functions in military missions,
by conditioning the exercise of my au-
thority as Commander in Chief on the
recommendations of subordinates within
the military chain of command, and by
constraining my diplomatic negotiating
authority. Accordingly, I will apply this
provision consistent with my constitu-
tional authority and responsibilities. 

• Executive Authority to Control Commu-
nications with the Congress. Sections
714(1) and 714(2) in Division D prohibit
the use of appropriations to pay the sala-
ry of any Federal officer or employee
who interferes with or prohibits certain
communications between Federal em-
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ployees and Members of Congress. I do
not interpret this provision to detract
from my authority to direct the heads of
executive departments to supervise, con-
trol, and correct employees’ communica-
tions with the Congress in cases where
such communications would be unlawful
or would reveal information that is prop-
erly privileged or otherwise confidential. 

• Legislative Aggrandizements (committee-
approval requirements). Numerous provi-
sions of the legislation purport to condi-
tion the authority of officers to spend or
reallocate funds on the approval of con-
gressional committees. These are imper-
missible forms of legislative aggrandize-
ment in the execution of the laws other
than by enactment of statutes. Therefore,
although my Administration will notify
the relevant committees before taking the
specified actions, and will accord the rec-
ommendations of such committees all ap-
propriate and serious consideration,
spending decisions shall not be treated as
dependent on the approval of congressio-
nal committees. Likewise, one other pro-
vision gives congressional committees the
power to establish guidelines for funding
costs associated with implementing secu-

rity improvements to buildings. Executive
officials shall treat such guidelines as advi-
sory. Yet another provision requires the
Secretary of the Treasury to accede to all
requests of a Board of Trustees that con-
tains congressional representatives. The
Secretary shall treat such requests as non-
binding. 

• Recommendations Clause Concerns. Sev-
eral provisions of the Act (including sec-
tions 211 and 224(b) of title II of Division
I, and section 713 in Division A), effec-
tively purport to require me and other ex-
ecutive officers to submit budget requests
to the Congress in particular forms. Be-
cause the Constitution gives the President
the discretion to recommend only “such
Measures as he shall judge necessary and
expedient” (Article II, section 3 of the
Constitution), the specified officers and I
shall treat these directions as precatory. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 11, 2009.

NOTE: H.R. 1105, approved March 11, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–8.

Interview With Regional Reporters
March 11, 2009

The President. So I usually don’t start these
off with a long statement. Obviously, our over-
arching focus right now is the economy. I am
very mindful of the hardships that are taking
place all throughout the country: families who
are losing their homes, losing their jobs, losing
their health care. I get a sampling of the letters
that are sent to me every day, and some of the
stories are just heartbreaking. 

And everything that we’re doing is focused
on not only pulling this economy out of what is
the worst recession since the Great Depression,
but also looking at ways that we can set a foun-
dation for long-term economic growth. You
know, the days of growing the economy through
an overheated housing market or through peo-

ple running up exorbitant credit card bills is
over. 

We’ve got to put our growth model on a dif-
ferent footing, and that means that we’ve got to
deal with our health care system and reduce
costs for families, businesses, and governments.
It means that we have to think through our en-
ergy policy so that we’re not so badly dependent
on foreign oil. It means we’ve got to improve
our education system so that our young people
are equipped with the skills and knowledge that
they’re going to need to get jobs in the future.

And so the Recovery and Reinvestment Act
that we passed reflected those priorities. You
know, we had tax cuts to the middle class, but
also investments on health information
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technologies and doubling renewable energy,
a enormous effort to jump-start school reform
at the same time as we are providing some
much needed relief to States, so that they
wouldn’t be laying off teachers and firefighters
and cops, and that we could rebuild our infra-
structure.

The budget that I’ve now prepared and will
be going before Congress and debated over
the next month reflects many of those com-
mon priorities, and we’re going to be building
off of the progress that we made in the first 50
days. Now is the time, I think, for us to deal
with health care in a serious way and start re-
ducing costs as well as expand coverage. We’re
going to have to keep pushing on the energy
front not just with things like the smart grid,
but also figuring out how do we move to more
renewable energies.

And on education, how do we build on the
reforms that we talked about during the cam-
paign and that are funded, at least temporarily,
through the stimulus package. And I gave a
major speech on education priorities yester-
day.

I think that there’s going to be some battles
surrounding this budget, there always are. Ob-
viously, at the same time, as we’re moving this
budget forward, I’m spending probably the
majority of my time stabilizing the financial
system. There are some who’ve argued that we
can’t do all of these things at once and that we
should instead just focus on Wall Street and
banking and not deal with the enormous pres-
sures that families are feeling on a day-to-day
basis. I think that would be a mistake. I think
that extraordinary times call for extraordinary
measures. And so even as we’re working on fi-
nancial stabilization, reregulating Wall Street,
we’re going to keep on pressing to get the in-
vestments that will ultimately lead to long-
term economic growth.

So I also have Iraq and Afghanistan to deal
with—[laughter]—but I figured that would at
least get us started. So why don’t we just go
around the room. I’ll try to make sure that ev-
erybody gets a question. Since we’ve got some-
what limited time, I’ll try to keep my answers
short, if you guys can keep your questions
short.

All right. Michael [Michael Coleman, Albu-
querque Journal].

Mexico-U.S. Border Security/Immigration Re-
form

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, for having us
today. Since we’re only going to get maybe one
shot, I want to ask you a question that’s of
great concern to the people of my State of
New Mexico. And as you’re fully aware, Mexi-
co is besieged by drug-related violence. In my
State there’s a very real concern that this vio-
lence will spill over to the border; in a few cas-
es, it already has. What specifically does the
administration plan to do to help contain this
violence? And on a related note, if there’s any-
thing you could say about immigration reform
and when we might see some sort of action on
that front?

The President. Well, as you know, the first
meeting with a foreign leader that I had after
my election was with President Calderon in
Mexico, who I believe is really working hard
and taking some extraordinary risks under ex-
traordinary pressure to deal with the drug car-
tels and the corresponding violence that’s
erupted along the borders. 

So this past week Admiral Mullen, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, visited with
his counterparts in Mexico. Janet Napolitano,
our director of Homeland Security, a border
State Governor, has been convening meetings
with all the relevant agencies and consulted
with the Governors down there. 

We expect to have a full—a fully—or a com-
prehensive approach to dealing with these is-
sues of border security that will involve sup-
porting Calderon and his efforts in a partner-
ship, also making sure that we are dealing with
the flow of drug money and the guns south,
because it’s really a two-way situation there.
The drugs are coming north, we’re sending
funds and guns south, and as a consequence,
these cartels have gained extraordinary power.
And so, our expectation is to have a compre-
hensive policy in place in the next few months.

With respect to immigration reform, to
some degree the collapse of housing construc-
tion in the country has slowed the flow of ille-
gal immigrants coming into the country, but it
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remains a serious concern. And our approach is
to do some things administratively to strengthen
border security, to fix the legal immigration sys-
tem, because a lot of the pressure—or a lot of
the impetus towards illegal immigration in-
volves a broken legal system. People want to re-
unify families, and they don’t want to wait 10
years.

I think we can make some progress on that
front, and we’ve started to talk to all the parties
involved and both parties here in Washington
about the prospects of taking legislative steps.
But, obviously, we’ve got a lot on our plate right
now. And so what we can do administratively,
that’s where we’re going to start.

Economic Recovery/Infrastructure Investments

Q. Thank you very much. Mr. President, the
numbers that came out today show that Indiana
lost 59,400 manufacturing jobs last year. You’ve
been in Elkhart; you’ve seen the ravage there.
Aside from a bailout to the auto industry and
the RV industry, are there policies that the
State of Indiana ought to be embracing to
strengthen its economy, or is the manufacturing
sector in Indiana and elsewhere doomed?

The President. Well, look, obviously, I come
from a neighboring State, and if you think about
northwest Indiana, it’s as much a part of the
Chicago regional economy as Indiana’s. And so
I’m very mindful of what’s been happening. But
I think that also points to where the opportuni-
ties are. Both Chicago and Indianapolis have
done relatively well, those regions, because of a
diversified economy. So what started off as
hardcore traditional manufacturing towns made
the transition to other areas: building on the
universities, setting up research parks, thinking
about innovative sectors in bio-medicine or in
energy technologies.

And so part of what I think every State
should be doing right now is figuring out, A,
how do we invest in our people so that we’re at-
tracting world-class businesses who are looking
for world-class employees? I think getting K–12
education right, not short-changing higher edu-
cation, I think those things are absolutely criti-
cal; thinking about where can—where do stra-
tegic infrastructure investments make sense.
You know, if you think about the Midwest, one

of the problems is, is that—this is my stenogra-
pher. She just wants to make sure that I’m not
tripping over myself.

One of the exciting things that we put in our
stimulus package, for example, was high-speed
rail, and is there an opportunity to connect Chi-
cago, Indianapolis, Detroit, Milwaukee, St.
Louis, so that we’re linking up some of these
major metropolitan hubs in ways that provide
us a competitive advantage in the world econo-
my.

I think making sure that we are setting up re-
search facilities or encouraging and attracting
researchers, venture capital that spins off new
technologies into commercial applications,
some States do that better than others. Obvi-
ously, Silicon Valley is the best example of it,
but Massachusetts, along Route 128, did it very
well. There’s no reason why working with some
of the world-class universities that exist in the
heartland in the Midwest that we don’t adopt
some of those same practices.

So we’re going to do everything we can to
preserve our manufacturing base. We have to
recognize that some of those workers who used
to manufacture steel now are going to be manu-
facturing solar panels. And we’ve got to make
sure that they’re equipped to do that. Okay?

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Alternative Locations for the Detention of Ter-
rorist Suspects

Q. You named a special envoy today to over-
see the closure of Guantanamo. I’d like to ask
you about that. Among the places being—possi-
bly being considered as an alternative to those
prisons is Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. There’s a
wall of opposition——

The President. Where my mother was born,
by the way.

Q. Exactly. There’s a wall of opposition to
that: local officials, people in the area, and plus
from the congressional delegations of those
States. How would you explain the rationale be-
tween the possibility—if a place like Leaven-
worth would be chosen, the rationale behind
that, and reassuring people of their safety and
security?

The President. Well, keep in mind, we ha-
ven’t made any decisions on this. But also
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recognize that these individuals who have
been imprisoned, many of whom are very vio-
lent or who have been detained, many of
whom are violent and are pledging violence
against the United States, once captured are
similar to criminals who have engaged in vio-
lence of other types. They are a serious risk,
but so are many of the people who are cur-
rently in prison. And we would not—we would
never put people into a situation that elevated
the risks for surrounding communities. And
that will, obviously, be something that we take
very seriously as we’re making these decisions
moving forward.

But we already have experience with terror-
ists who are in Federal prisons. And there’s
been no indication that the safety and security
of prison guards or the surrounding communi-
ties have been compromised as a conse-
quence. That doesn’t mean that it’s not a seri-
ous issue. I recognize why people are con-
cerned. We haven’t made any firm decisions
on this yet. But I have every confidence that
we can determine the ultimate fates of those
in Guantanamo in a way that’s consistent with
our values, consistent with our ideals, and that
keeps us safe and secure.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.

Charter Schools/Education Reform

Q. Mr. President, yesterday you called for
eliminating restrictions on the number of
charter schools, while enforcing some vigorous
standards. In Ohio, the Governor has called
charter schools a destructive influence on pub-
lic education, a few years ago tried to have a
moratorium on new charters, now wants to cut
State spending by about 20 percent for charter
schools and restrict some other funding. I’m
wondering whether you’ve ever talked with
him about this, and is this just a fundamental
disagreement between the two of you?

The President. You know, I haven’t had a
conversation with Governor Strickland. I know
that part of his concern was prompted by some
bad experiences with charters in Ohio that
weren’t up to snuff. And if you looked at my
statement yesterday, what I said was, not only
should we lift the cap on charters, we should
also shut down charters that aren’t meeting

standards. I don’t think that’s inconsistent with
Governor Strickland’s position.

My goal here is to create laboratories of in-
novation so that in the public school system,
we are on a race to the top as opposed to stuck
in the old ways of doing things. And we’ve got
to; we’ve got to do that. In your home town of
Cleveland, I don’t know off the top of my head
what the dropout rate is, but I’ve got to as-
sume that it’s hovering around 50 percent. If
you look at the number of children going
through the Cleveland public schools who are
actually prepared to go to college, it’s probably
1 out of 7 or 8 or 10. And that’s just not accept-
able. It’s not acceptable for them; it’s not ac-
ceptable in terms of America’s economic fu-
ture. And so we’ve got to experiment with
ways to provide a better educational experi-
ence for our kids, and some charters are doing
outstanding jobs. So the bottom line is to try to
create innovation within the public school sys-
tem that can potentially be scaled up, but also
to make sure that we are maintaining very high
standards for any charter school that’s created.

Ethanol/Alternative Fuel Sources

Q. Well, I have to ask you an ethanol ques-
tion.

The President. Go ahead.
Q. The biofuels—as you probably know,

your Agriculture Secretary is joining the etha-
nol industry and calling on the EPA to do an
immediate increase in the ethanol limit to 12
or 13 percent, in advance of doing a higher 15
or 20 percent. Engine manufacturers, the au-
tomakers have been opposed to this. What is
your position? Are you going to get involved in
this decision by EPA?

The President. At some point I usually get
involved. If it—somebody explained to me
that nothing comes to my desk if it’s easy.
[Laughter] It means that somebody else has
solved it. And I suspect that this one will be
reconciling a lot of different issues.

As you know, I’ve been a supporter of biofu-
els. I think it is an important ingredient in our
overall energy independence. I’ve also
said—and I said during the campaign trail in
Iowa, in front of farmers, that it was important
for us to transition to the next generation of
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biofuels, that we’ve got to do a much better job
of developing cellulosic ethanol, that corn-
based ethanol, over time, is not going to provide
us with the energy efficient solutions that are
needed.

And I want to make sure, though, as some-
body who comes from a corn-growing State,
that the progress that we’ve made in building
up a biofuels infrastructure and the important
income generation that has come from ethanol
plants, that that is sustained, that that’s main-
tained. So our challenge, I think, is to see our
current ethanol technology as a bridge to the
biofuels technologies of the future. And that’s
what we want to invest in, and that’s what I’ll be
directing my Department of Agriculture to fo-
cus on.

Federal Budget

Q. Mr. President, you already mentioned the
budget fight. I’d like to talk to you a little bit
more about that, the one that’s coming up. The
budget outline is an extraordinary document in
many ways and encapsulates a large part of the
governing agenda that your administration has
laid out. It’s no surprise the Republicans don’t
really like it. But the interesting thing is, it may
be the centrist Democrats who are the—this
evolving coalition of centrist Democrats and
Republicans in the Senate and, to some degree,
the Blue Dogs in the House, that are the real
problem as they begin to look at the budget and
find objections. Could you talk a little bit about
that, the coming budget fight, but specifically
what you can do to make sure that the vision in
that document simply isn’t dismantled as it goes
through the messy budget process?

The President. Let me sort of provide you an
overarching frame, because I think that, you
know, there’s—the way that it has been dis-
cussed, I think, in some cases overstates the de-
gree to which there’s some massive transforma-
tional shift. On the other hand, in some ways it
understates, I think, the significant reforms that
are embedded in the budget.

So point number one, this is a pretty honest
budget. You’ve got billions of dollars that we’ve
put into the budget that for the last 8 years at
least have never been acknowledged as costs.
Fixing AMT, which is about $70 billion a year,

that was just off the books; the war in Iraq, off
the books. The way budgeting was done, it pre-
sumed that there was never, ever a national
emergency arising out of a hurricane, a flood, or
tornado; that none of them existed. 

Now, if we had continued on—had we ap-
plied the same gimmicks and tricks to our bud-
get as folks have been putting up with for the
last 8 years, including Members of Congress,
we could make our numbers look really pretty.
We thought that that was the wrong approach.
So number one, we have provided, I think, a
honest document of what the costs of Govern-
ment are right now.

Second point is that on the revenue side, I
campaigned during the election, and was not
shy about it, that we needed to restore some
balance to our Tax Code; that over the last de-
cade, the average worker has seen no increase
in their wages or incomes when you factor in in-
flation, just been flat, whereas the top 5 per-
cent, but more particularly the top 1 percent,
and even more particularly the top one-tenth of
1 percent, had seen extraordinary gains in their
incomes. And what I said was, is that we needed
to return to the tax structure that existed during
the nineties under Bill Clinton and let the Bush
tax cuts lapse. That’s what this budget does.

Now, if you think about it, just to go back to
the budget gimmick issue before, since 2001,
part of the trick that had been perpetrated on
the American people was to say that the Bush
tax cuts would lapse in 2010, and that’s why this
wasn’t a huge budget buster. So in effect, all
we’re doing is actually moving forward with the
premise of the budget that the Republicans
presented about 5, 6 years in a row, which was
that this was supposed to lapse in 2010. For
them to suggest now that this is some radical as-
sault on the rich, I think, just makes no sense
whatsoever.

Here’s what we do, though, we say that on
health care, energy, and education, it’s time for
us to make investments that had been put off
for decades and had made us less competitive.
And every dime of increased spending that we
include in those areas we offset either with
additional revenues or with cuts, and we cut a
lot of stuff. 
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I mean, we’re looking at billions of dollars of
cuts out of Medicare’s Advantage program,
where we’re subsidizing insurers but not mak-
ing seniors any healthier. We are making sig-
nificant cuts in procurement, $40 billion that
we’ve identified by making sure that we’re not
engaging in the same no-bid contracting that
has been such a problem. 

In fact, if you look at the trajectory of our
nondefense discretionary spending, which is
what usually people think about when they
think about whether a budget is loaded up
with a bunch of nonessential spending, follow-
ing our budget, we would drive nondefense
discretionary spending down to the lowest lev-
els since they started keeping records back in
’62, much lower as a percentage of GDP than
it was under Reagan or under Bush.

So really what the big arguments are going
to be about are, number one, do you believe
that now is the time for us to deal with health
care in a serious way? And if you’re serious
about long-term fiscal responsibility and deal-
ing with Medicare and Medicaid, then you
can’t say we’re not going to deal with health
care now. That’s our biggest problem. If
health care continues to go up at 6, 7, 8, 10
percent a year, then we can’t solve our budget
deficits, and we can’t solve our national debt.

So I’m happy to have that argument with
anybody. I also think that on the energy front,
if we aren’t willing to start putting a price on
carbons that are contributing to climate
change but also encourage us to use fossil fuels
that we end up importing from other coun-
tries, then we can talk all we want about ener-
gy independence; we’re not going to get there.

And on education, if we’re pricing people
out of the college market, if nobody wants to
teach because teachers don’t get paid much, if
we’re not investing in early childhood educa-
tion, if we’re not investing in science and tech-
nology, then we’re going to fall behind.

So whether we’re talking about Republicans
or my fellow Democrats, my argument is going
to be that these are the right priorities for
America, these are the right priorities for long-
term economic growth. Yes, they require some
uncomfortable votes. If it was easy, I’m assum-
ing it would have been done 20 years ago or 30

years ago. It’s not easy, but it’s the right thing
to do.

The President’s Staff/Food Safety

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I wanted to
ask you about your Cabinet and your senior
staff. By my count, you have about seven folks
from the Midwest, six from the West, a crowd
from the Northeast, and with maybe the ex-
ception of your able-bodied Press Secre-
tary——

The President. Gibbs?
Q. Mr. Gibbs.
The President. He’s the only Southerner?
Q. I think so.
The President. You guys are feeling neglect-

ed?
Q. Yes. [Laughter] So I’m wondering why is

that, and what you don’t like about the South?
The President. I love the South. [Laughter]
Q. And I’d also ask—like to ask you

about—I think this is an unrelated ques-
tion—the Salmonella outbreak and food safety
originated in Georgia, and what you think
needs to be done about that?

The President. Well, look, the—I love the
South. I’ve got to admit that we have thought a
lot about finding the very best people for the
jobs and haven’t been thinking with great in-
tensity about regionalism, because partly, ex-
cept for food and sports teams and weather, I
mean, we’re one country. And I think that
people are so mobile these days that I tend to
think of ourselves as all just Americans. But if
you’ve got some great Southerners—[laugh-
ter]—who want to work for us, please let me
know, because we’re always open. I love the
South.

Food safety is a serious concern, and I’ve di-
rected both FDA—I’ve directed both the De-
partment of Agriculture and Health and Hu-
man Services to work to come up with a plan
so that a lot of these different agencies that
have some jurisdiction over food safety are in-
tegrated in a much more effective way and
things aren’t falling through the cracks. 

There’s a lot of work that needs to be done
in working on the front-end with food
producers so that there are better warning
signals of potential problems than we have
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right now. And we also need to be able to trace
sources of food contamination much more
quickly than we’re doing right now. And
technology can be helpful, but the key is
actually reorganizing the agencies that are
responsible so that they’re working more in
concert than they are right now.

Tobacco Regulations/Food and Drug Adminis-
tration

Q. Thank you, and thanks for doing these. I
actually have a follow up on FDA, and that is,
do you still support that agency regulating to-
bacco, and if so——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——what’s the timeline you’d like to see

Congress working on that? And is the agency up
to the task if we’re still having—just like we saw
last month with the peanut butter—food prob-
lems?

The President. You know, we’re probably go-
ing to have an announcement on this fairly
soon, so I don’t want to step on my own story,
but I do think that the FDA has an important
role to play on an issue that, obviously, has
enormous impact on the health of the American
people. That’s all you’re going to get out me
there. [Laughter]

Go ahead.

Voting Rights

Q. I have a question sort of similar to the At-
lanta question. The Voting Rights Act, as you
know, does not—Birmingham——

The President. I was just about to say,
the—don’t I have some Birmingham people in
my Cabinet? [Laughter]

Q. Well, Gibbs is from Auburn.
The President. There you go, it’s close.

[Laughter]
Q. The Voting Rights Act, as you know, does

not apply—especially section 5—does not apply
to the entire country. The South is still required
to get preclearance for election-related chang-
es. There’s an argument in Alabama, and I think
some other Southern States, that they’ve sort of
outgrown that; they no longer need that close
scrutiny from the Justice Department to make

those kinds of sometimes very simply changes. I
know in 2006 you supported reauthorization,
but do you still think the South needs this close
supervision of Justice on—under section 5?

The President. Well, I got to be careful here
because I’m a law professor, so I may get too
deep on the weeds on this stuff, get——

Q. No, try it. Go for it. [Laughter] 
The President. But the idea behind section 5

of the Voting Rights Act is that if there are dis-
criminatory barriers to voting, that the Justice
Department has some mechanism to actually
deal with it; that you don’t just leave it up to the
States to self-correct, but that you’ve got some
basis for intervention. 

The most obvious kinds of violations don’t
happen very often these days, the classic being
sort of the poll tax or the county clerk who just
turns away African American voters. That’s not
really the key issue in the Voting Rights Act
these days. 

Typically, the issues that come up now have
to do with whether there is a meaningful oppor-
tunity to select a candidate of your choice. If
you’ve got a situation in which there is very ra-
cially polarized voting, and you’ve got, you
know, 30 percent of the population is Hispanic
or African American and the rest is majority
white and it’s a polarized part of the country
and you’ve got at-large voting systems, well, it’s
conceivable that on a city council or a county
board, you’d never have any African Americans
or Hispanics on that board. So that’s what sec-
tion 5 of the Voting Rights Act does, is to try to
preclear, see if there are any changes in the vot-
ing systems that would prevent people from ex-
ercising a meaningful vote.

The key concept, I think, in judging whether
or not a jurisdiction still should be jumping
through that hoop is probably the degree to
which there are still highly racially polarized
voting, under the parlance, racial black vote.
And, you know, there are probably some parts
of the South that were under section 5 that if
you looked at the data are no longer that polar-
ized. There are other parts that are probably
still very polarized.

So I think it’s the task of the courts to
look—and Congress, in future reauthoriza-
tions—to look at the evidence and to see is that
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kind of polarization still taking place. And is
that—you know, it’s not enough just to look
and see is that 1 factor out of 10 or 15 factors,
is it such a significant factor that, in fact, it’s
really preventing certain groups from having
any representation whatsoever. So I guess
that’s all a long way of saying that you really
have to look at the data and examine whether
or not it still has some applicability.

The only other thing I’d—the only other
point I’d make about this is keep in mind that
the preclearance is just that, it requires before
you make a change to go before the DC Cir-
cuit or the Federal courts and just show that
these changes aren’t a problem. That’s not
such a huge hurdle to jump through. So I
think it’s legitimate to err on the side of cau-
tion before you started eliminating that re-
quirement.

Q. Thank you.

Mexico-U.S. Border Security/U.S. Drug Con-
trol Policy

Q. Mr. President, I wanted to follow up on
the border question and the violence in Mexi-
co. President Calderon recently decided to
send an additional 5,000 of his troops to the
border. The Texas Governor has asked for a
thousand U.S. troops or Border agents to rein-
force the border on our side. What is the tip-
ping point, in your mind, where the violence
gets so bad that you need to act?

And related to that, you named a new drug
czar today. You’ve taken that position out of
the Cabinet. You, in the past, have talked
about decriminalization of marijuana. Are we
still engaged in a war on drugs?

The President. Well, let me first start on the
troop issue. We’ve got a very big border with
Mexico. And so I’m not interested in militariz-
ing the border. I am interested in providing
the kind of—in creating the kind of partner-
ship with the Mexican Government that en-
sures the safety of U.S. citizens, the safety of
Mexican citizens, and allows for the continued
cross-border trade that’s so important to the
region.

If we’re going to examine whether and if
National Guard deployments would make
sense and in what circumstances they would

make sense as part of this overall review of our
border situation, I haven’t drawn any conclu-
sions yet. I don’t have a particular tipping
point in mind. I think it’s unacceptable if
you’ve got drug gangs crossing our borders
and killing U.S. citizens. I think if one U.S. cit-
izen is killed because of foreign nationals who
are engaging in violent crime, that’s enough of
a concern to do something about it.

With respect to—what was the second
question?

Q. If decriminalization of the marijuana
laws——

The President. I think what gave me pause
on that question was I think you—I’m not sure
it’s accurate to say that I—well, the implica-
tion was somehow that I think we should
weaken our drug laws. That’s never been my
position. I think that what we do have to—I
think the approach that we do need to take is
to make sure that we have a both/and ap-
proach as opposed to an either/or approach. I
think traditionally the debate is either inter-
diction, criminalization, longer drugs—longer
prison sentences for not only dealers, but us-
ers; that’s one approach. And then the other
approach would be sort of a public health, de-
criminalization approach.

My attitude is we do have to treat this as a
public health problem, and we have to have
significant law enforcement. And, you know, if
we can reduce demand, obviously, that allows
us to focus more effectively where interdiction
is needed, where we’ve got to go after serious
drug dealers and narcotrafficking.

Right now I think that we’re fighting with
one hand tied behind our back because our ef-
fort to lower demand is grossly underfunded,
not as effective as it needs to be. The average
person who is seeking serious substance abuse
treatment in a big city like Dallas or Chicago
typically has a 3-, 4-, 6-month waiting list to
get enrolled in a program. I think that’s a
problem, and most law enforcement officials, I
think, would agree that it is a problem.

Communication of Economic Stabilization
Policy

Q. Mr. President, I have a general question
about your overall communication strategy as
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President. I mean, here we are on day 51, I
think this is—and I appreciate you talking to us
regional reporters. You’ve done outreach with
bloggers; I think you’ve done outreach to col-
umnists across the political spectrum. There’s
still a lot of fear out there about the economy,
the stock market. People aren’t buying cars;
they’re not buying homes. Do you feel that
you’ve done a good enough job so far in really
laying out what the game plan is for your ad-
ministration in tackling this financial mess that’s
pulled the rug out from under the economy?

The President. Well, you know, I think that
we can always do a better job. Keep in mind, it’s
only been 2 weeks since I gave a joint session
speech to Congress, the day after which every-
body said, “Boy, that was really clear,” and, “We
have a clear sense of what’s going on.” You
know, the reviews were pretty good. I recog-
nize, I think, the degree of concern that people
have.

We’ve been in office all of 7 weeks so far.
This is a crisis that was 8 years in the making,
maybe longer in some, you know, certain as-
pects of it. The buck stops with me, and we’re
responsible, but it’s going to take some time.
And the truth of the matter is that the American
people, I think, understand that it’s going to
take some time. If you look at the public poll-
ing, they recognize it’s going to take a while to
dig ourselves out of the hole.

We passed the stimulus package, and I’ve
been talking almost every day about elements of
the stimulus package, the recovery package that
are going to be having an immediate impact in
the various hometowns that you represent. I
think Mayor Rybak, the day we signed it, talked
about the 57 police officers that wouldn’t be
laid off as a consequence of the stimulus.

So I think people are getting the message
that slowly, surely we are making progress on
these fronts. We released a housing plan that is
providing significant relief, and you’re already
starting to see an uptick in refinancings that are
providing families with relief. And in certain
pockets of the country you’re starting to see
housing prices stabilize after a long drop.

You know, I think the one area where there’s
still significant uncertainty has to do with the
bank issue. And that’s obviously a particular

concern to Wall Street. The challenge for us
there is that we are in the process of undergo-
ing—or conducting these stress tests of the
banks to get a better sense of what their capital
positions are and how strong they are. And what
we don’t want to do is to prejudge those tests or
make a lot of statements that cause a lot of ner-
vousness around banks that are already having
difficulty right now.

So on that particular issue, you know, we’ve
got to, I think, explain to the American peo-
ple—and as I said, we can always to do bet-
ter—why it is so important to get lending going
again, get credit flowing to businesses and con-
sumers. I’ll be making statements about this to-
morrow, the next day, in my radio addresses,
next week. And the main message that I’m go-
ing to be delivering is that it’s going to take
some time to get out of this deep hole we’re in,
but we’re going to get out of it.

The other message, though, is that there are
no shortcuts to long-term economic growth,
and we can’t just keep on doing the same things
that we were doing before and somehow expect
that all our problems are going to be solved.
We’ve got to tackle some of these things like
health care, energy, and education that have
been put off for too long. 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I have a ques-
tion about NASA, in honor of the Discovery
launch tonight. Right now, the retirement of
the space shuttle in 2010 is going to devastate
the space coast economy down in Florida.
You’re looking at about 3,500 job losses, at the
least, at the center, which will multiply to as
many as 28,000 jobs throughout that entire ar-
ea.

Right now, you reaffirmed President Bush’s
decision to retire the shuttle in 2010. I guess
what I want to know is why you decided to keep
that 2010 retirement date for the shuttle and
what type of plans you may have to try to save
the space coast from an economic crater?

The President. Well, first of all, we’ve autho-
rized, and we’re budgeted for, additional shut-
tle launches that had not been scheduled. And
so we’re extending the life of the shuttle, be-
cause, A, I think it is doing some important
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work, and B, we’re very mindful of the eco-
nomic impact of the space program in the re-
gion.

I will soon be appointing a new NASA di-
rector. I think it’s important for the long-term
vibrancy of our space program to think
through what NASA’s core mission is and what
the next great adventures and discoveries are
under the NASA banner.

NASA has yielded—or the space shuttle
program has yielded some extraordinary scien-
tific discoveries. But I think it’s fair to say that
there’s been a sense of drift to our space pro-
gram over the last several years. We need to
restore that sense of excitement and interest
that existed around the space program. And
shaping a mission for NASA that is appropriate
for the 21st century is going to be one of the
biggest tasks of my new NASA director.

Once we have that vision, then I think it’s
going to be much easier to build support for
expanding our space efforts. But what I don’t
want NASA to do is just sort of limp along
here. And I don’t think that’s good for the
economy of the region either.

New Orleans, Louisiana

Q. Mr. President, in appointing a FEMA
Administrator last week, were you signaling
your intention to keep the agency as part of
the Department of Homeland Security? And
now that you’ve sent some Cabinet members
to New Orleans, might we expect your pres-
ence in the city, perhaps even for the new hur-
ricane season?

The President. I’m just still trying to figure
out my schedule for tomorrow—[laugh-
ter]—so I don’t want to get too far ahead of
myself. Sending Secretary Donovan and Na-
politano signaled that we’re going to be fo-
cused on New Orleans’s reconstruction, and
we’re going to be paying a lot of attention to
the systems that are in place to protect from
hurricanes in the future.

And I—what was the first question?

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Q. On FEMA, and whether FEMA stays
within DHS.

The President. FEMA—I have not made a
final decision on that. But whether FEMA
stays inside DHS or is once again a standalone
agency, the one thing you can be certain of is
that it’s going to do an outstanding job per-
forming its tasks. And I think that the new di-
rector has gotten uniformly high grades.
Whenever you got Haley Barbour, Jeb Bush,
and Democrats in Congress agreeing on some-
body, they know what they’re doing.

Republican Opposition/High-Speed Rail

Q. Thanks, Mr. President. I wondered if,
first, you could elaborate as a President from
Chicago, a little bit on your own vision for
high-speed rail in the Midwest, particularly
the idea of a Chicago-to-Milwaukee-to-Twin
Cities link.

And then a completely unrelated political
question, whether you’re at all surprised by
the degree of, sort of, discipline and unity
we’re seeing in a Republican opposition to
your agenda right now?

The President. Well, let me answer the po-
litical question first. I’m not surprised, be-
cause opposition is always easy; saying no to
something is easy. Saying yes to something and
figuring out how to solve problems and gov-
erning, that’s hard. And on this budget debate,
for example, if you’ve got people who on the
one hand say, “We want to bring down the
long-term deficit, but we don’t want to cut cer-
tain programs that are important. Oh, and by
the way, we don’t want to raise taxes”—well,
sounds good. And I’d like to make sure that
the Chicago Bulls win the championship every
year and the White Sox win the Series, but you
know, show me how you’re going to do it.

So I’m not impressed by just being able to
say no. I think what will be interesting is the
degree to which my Republican colleagues
start putting forward in the form of an affirma-
tive agenda that’s not based on ideology, but
on the very real struggles and pain that people
are feeling right now around the country, and
how do we get this economy back on its feet.

In terms of high-speed rail, I think there’s
enormous opportunities here. Now, I would
have loved to have seen more done on high-
speed rail in the recovery package, because I
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think it’s the right direction for us to go in. I
could not credibly claim that all of the invest-
ments that are necessary are short term enough
to be in a recovery package, as opposed to be
part of our broader transportation bills and
budget.

But think about it. I mean, we’ve laid a trans-
continental railway system during the Civil
War. Railroads were always the pride of Ameri-
ca and stitched us together. Now Japan, China,
all of Europe have high-speed rail systems that
put ours to shame. And the potential economic
benefits of a high-speed rail link between Chi-
cago and Milwaukee, so that people are avoid-
ing I–94, or the length between Chicago and St.
Louis, Detroit, all those Midwestern cities, I
think is enormous, and is a very real option
with—although gas prices are low right now, it
becomes a very meaningful option for people
who don’t want to take off their shoes, drive to
an airport, pay for parking, suffer delays. So I
think there’s a very real opportunity.

I should point out that the opportunities
around the rail are not just in high-speed rail. I
mean, there’s some basic freight rail issues in
Chicago, Milwaukee, the Midwest that can also
be solved and would help with the whole distri-
bution of goods in the region that would save
business a lot of money. And I hope that we end
up spending some time focused on that during
the transportation reauthorization.

Last question, because I’m out of time.

Economic Stabilization/Upcoming G–20 Meet-
ing

Q. Mr. President, thanks again for doing this.
Given the worldwide context of the economic
crisis you’re dealing with, are the stimulus mea-
sures that you’ve championed, in your mind,
sufficient to right the economy, absent similar
actions by other large economies in the world?

And if I could just turn the question around
in a way, there are estimates of, like, a hundred
million have been plunged into poverty world-
wide. Does the U.S.—do you have any interest
in their situation, whether from the standpoint
of self-interest, national security, or morality?

The President. Well, it’s a great question. I
anticipated this question, even though I didn’t
know you were going to ask it, Jim [James

O’Toole, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette], because
Secretary Geithner is now headed off to the G–
20 finance minister’s meeting as a precursor to
our G–20 meeting. And what we specifically
talked about was, number one, our economic
recovery is linked up to the economic recovery
of the rest of the world and vice versa. Up until
a few months ago, exports were one of the few
bright spots in our economy.

The collapse of worldwide demand costs
American jobs and American businesses. And
so we want to work with other countries to
make sure that they’re promoting the kinds of
fiscal stimulus packages that can boost demand
in their countries. It’s important that we don’t
fall into a protectionist mentality so that each
country, even as it’s stimulating, is also still pro-
moting the kinds of trade that can help us all
grow.

And part of the G–20 agenda is also thinking
about the adverse impact that this global eco-
nomic slowdown is having on the poorest of the
poor. I think we have all of the above, a moral,
national security, and economic interest in mak-
ing sure that people in those countries are not
suffering even more than they were already suf-
fering, because that can be profoundly destabi-
lizing in all sorts of ways.

You know, there were a couple of questions
about the border situation with Mexico. You
know, if Mexico’s economy cannot provide a liv-
ing wage of any sort to a growing Mexican pop-
ulation that, obviously, is going to put more
pressure on us in terms of immigration, more
people being pushed into the drug trade, and so
on.

And that’s just one example. There are more
severe examples of instability in places like
North Africa in the face of drought or shortage
of food supplies that can end up causing us real
problems.

So figuring out how the developed countries,
wealthier countries, even in the midst of hard-
ship, can provide some relief and assistance to
those countries as well, I think, is going to be
very important.

All right? Okay, guys. You put me through
the paces.

Q. Thank you much.
Q. Thank you.
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The President. I broke a sweat. [Laughter]
Q. You didn’t break a sweat. [Laughter]
The President. Thank you, guys. Appreciate

it. Take care.

NOTE: The interview began at 2:05 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his
remarks, the President referred to Ambassa-
dor Daniel Fried, Assistant Secretary of State
for Europe and Eurasian Affairs, in his capaci-
ty as Special Envoy for the Guantanamo Bay
detention facility closure; Gov. Theodore
Strickland of Ohio; White House Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs; Mayor R.T. Rybak of
Minneapolis, MN; Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Shaun L.S. Donovan;

Secretary of Homeland Security Janet A. Na-
politano; W. Craig Fugate, Administrator-des-
ignate, Federal Emergency Management
Agency; Gov. Haley R. Barbour of Mississippi;
former Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; and Secre-
tary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner. Re-
porters referred to Secretary of Agriculture
Thomas J. Vilsack; President Felipe de Jesus
Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico; Gov. J. Richard
Perry of Texas; and R. Gil Kerlikowske, Direc-
tor, White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy. The transcript was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on March 12.
Audio was not available for verification of the
content of this interview.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
March 11, 2009

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-
ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent the
enclosed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, stating that the Iran emergency
declared on March 15, 1995, is to continue in
effect beyond March 15, 2009.

The crisis between the United States and
Iran resulting from the actions and policies of
the Government of Iran that led to the decla-
ration of a national emergency on March 15,
1995, has not been resolved. The actions and

policies of the Government of Iran are con-
trary to the interests of the United States in
the region and pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to Iran and
maintain in force comprehensive sanctions
against Iran to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 11, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 12. The
notice of March 11 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Implementation
Conference
March 12, 2009

Hello, everybody. Please have a seat. I’ve
got my Illinois contingent over here. Please,
everybody have a seat. Thank you so much.

I just wanted to stop by and say hello. I
know that you heard from Joe Biden at the top
of this session, and I wanted to let you know
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that we are very grateful to all of you for taking
the time to come. We hope that this is being a
productive session. And I want to emphasize
that all of you are at the frontlines of what is
probably the most important task that we have
in this country over the next couple of years,
and that’s getting the economy started again.

I think all of you in your respective roles are
hearing stories of people who are going through
extraordinary hardship in your respective
States. And we passed this American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act because we strongly be-
lieve that this is an opportunity not only to deal
with the immediate crisis, but also to lay the
foundations for long-term growth and prosperi-
ty in this country.

And, you know, the American people are be-
hind what we’re doing. And the question then
becomes, are we going to be able to deliver for
them? They are going to be watching very care-
fully. And there are those who believe that Gov-
ernment doesn’t have a role to play in this re-
covery. There are those who believe that we
should be focusing exclusively on Wall Street
when it comes to this crisis, and that we don’t
have time to worry about infrastructure, and we
don’t have time to worry about our health sys-
tems, and we don’t have time to think about
how we’re going to improve our educational
systems.

And all of you, what you do in the coming
weeks and coming months, over the next couple
of years is going to make a huge difference in
whether or not the trust that the American peo-
ple have placed in us is justified.

So my main message to all of you is, I think
you’re up to the task; I think you guys will do
extraordinary work with using these precious
tax dollars that the American people have given
up in order to deliver on the kind of economic
growth—short-term and long-term—and job
creation that’s going to be so important.

But we’re going to need to work really hard,
and we’re going to have to make sure that every
single dollar is well spent. We’ve got to go above
and beyond what I think is the typical ways of
doing business in order to make sure that the
American people get the help that they need
and that our economy gets the boost that it
needs.

And so I’ve said before—I know Joe empha-
sized this to you earlier—if we see money being
misspent, we’re going to put a stop to it, and we
will call it out, and we will publicize it. On the
other hand, if the money is being spent as it
needs to be spent, to rebuild our roads and our
bridges and our schools and making sure that
we are putting in place the kinds of infrastruc-
ture foundations that are necessary for econom-
ic growth over the long term, then I think all of
us will benefit and our voters and our constitu-
ents, the people we work for, are going to be ex-
traordinarily grateful.

So you’ve got this wonderful mission, and,
you know, it’s rare where you get a chance to
put your shoulder to the wheel of history and
move it in a better direction. This is such an op-
portunity. I think—I hope all of you seize it. I
know this is very tough work because you’ve got
a lot of money coming out quickly, it’s got to be
spent wisely, you don’t always have the infra-
structure, the organizational structures to ac-
commodate all this stuff right away, and you’re
going to have to build that and do so in record
time.

But looking around, you guys look like pretty
capable people. So I have great confidence in
you, and I think you’re going to do a wonderful
job. We appreciate you. Good luck. And I’ll be
seeing you at some ribbon cuttings. All right.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Vice President Joe Biden.

Remarks at the National Defense University
March 12, 2009

Thank you, General Wilson, for the wonder-
ful introduction and your hospitality. Thank you

to Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen for the
extraordinary service that they render to this
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country. I want to acknowledge the other
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who are
doing outstanding work and have been a great
support to me, and Ambassador Ross. 

To each of you who are here: for your ser-
vice to our country and your commitment to
our security, I want to say thank you on behalf
of the American people. You know, I think so
highly of NDU that I picked one of your alum-
ni, General Jim Jones, to be my National Secu-
rity Adviser. 

And I know many of you have served in
harm’s way, and for that you have the respect
of a grateful nation. And before I go any fur-
ther, I want to acknowledge all of our troops
now serving overseas. They have shouldered
an awesome responsibility. They have per-
formed brilliantly. And they have the full sup-
port of the American people.

Today it is my privilege to join you in dedi-
cating this building to the memory of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln. We know, of course,
that there are many monuments to Lincoln’s
memory across this country. His words are
written into stately walls and his image is
printed on our currency. His story is taught in
our schools and his name is synonymous with
freedom. You and I live in the Union that he
saved, and we inherited the progress that he
made possible.

Yet despite this far-reaching legacy, it is
still—to quote the man himself—“altogether
fitting and proper” that we should set aside
this ground, and dedicate this hall, in his mem-
ory, because Lincoln’s Presidency was charac-
terized by war, even as his ambition was a just
and lasting peace. Here, in this indispensable
institution, we find a living legacy to that ambi-
tion. Here, at National Defense University,
men and women come together to think, to
learn, and to seek new strategies to defend our
Union while pursuing the goal of a just and
lasting peace.

The grounds that make up this campus tell
us an interesting story about how America can
pursue this goal. Fort McNair was built over
two centuries ago to protect a young Capital
against invasion. Its defenses were traditional:
training for soldiers, stockpiles of arms, fortifi-
cations to hold advancing armies at bay. It was

overrun by a British attack in the War of 1812,
and treated the wounded warriors of the Civil
War in Lincoln’s day.

And then, just over a century ago, President
Theodore Roosevelt came here to lay the cor-
nerstone of the Army War College. In dedicat-
ing the school, Roosevelt spoke words that res-
onate to this day. He said, “More and more, it
has become evident in modern warfare that
the efficiency of the unit, of the individual offi-
cer, and the individual enlisted man is going to
be the prime factor in deciding the fate of
fought fields.”

More than 100 years later, Roosevelt’s in-
sight remain the essential mission of this insti-
tution: the belief that even as our weapons
have grown more powerful, individuals still
determine the strength of our national securi-
ty; the belief that individual Americans re-
main, as Roosevelt said, “the prime factor in
deciding the fate of fought fields.”

The battlefields that we now face would be
unfamiliar to Lincoln and Roosevelt. The days
when President Lincoln would wander down
to the War Department’s telegraph office to
get reports from the front are long past, but
the threats to our Nation are real, and they are
direct.

From this fort, which was founded to de-
fend the city of Washington against invasion,
you could stand on September 11, 2001, and
watch the smoke from the Pentagon billowing
up across the Potomac. The attacks of 9/11 sig-
naled the new dangers of the 21st century.
And today, our people are still threatened by
violent extremists, and we’re still at war with
terrorists in Afghanistan and Pakistan who are
plotting to do us harm.

Yet terrorism and extremism make up just
one part of the many challenges that confront
our Nation. In Iraq, we will surely face diffi-
cult days ahead as we responsibly end a war by
transitioning to Iraqi control of their country.
A historic economic downturn has put at stake
the prosperity that underpins our strength,
while putting at risk the stability of govern-
ments and the survival of people around the
world. We’re threatened by the spread of the
world’s deadliest weapons, by emerging cyber
threats, and by a dependence on foreign oil
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that endangers our security and our planet.
Poverty, disease, the persistence of conflict and
genocide in the 21st century challenge our in-
ternational alliances, partnerships, and institu-
tions, and must call on all of us to reexamine
our assumptions.

These are the battlefields of the 21st century;
these are the threats that we now face. And in
these struggles, the United States of America
must succeed, and we will succeed. We also
know that the old approaches won’t meet the
challenges of our time. Threats now move free-
ly across borders, and the ability to do great
harm lies in the hands of individuals as well as
nations. No technology, no matter how smart,
can stop the spread of nuclear weapons. No ar-
my, no matter how strong, can eliminate every
adversary. No weapon, no matter how powerful,
can erase the hatred that lies in someone’s
heart.

So it falls to institutions like this and to indi-
viduals like you to help us understand the world
as it is, to develop the capacities that we need to
confront emerging danger, and to act with pur-
pose and pragmatism to turn this moment of
peril into one of promise. That’s how we will
find new pathways to peace and security. That
is the work that we must do.

Now, make no mistake: This Nation will
maintain our military dominance. We will have
the strongest Armed Forces in the history of the
world. And we will do whatever it takes to sus-
tain our technological advantage, and to invest
in the capabilities that we need to protect our
interests, and to defeat and deter any conven-
tional enemy. But we also need to look beyond
this conventional advantage as we develop the
new approaches and new capabilities of the 21st
century, and in that effort, this university must
play a critical role.

Our troops are faced with complex missions.
Increasingly, they’re called upon to defeat nim-
ble enemies while keeping local populations on
their side. And that’s why my administration is
committed to growing the size of our ground
forces, and to investing in the skills that can
help our troops succeed in the unconventional
mission that they now face. We must under-
stand different languages and different cul-
tures; we must study determined adversaries

and developing tactics. That’s the education
that takes place within the walls of this universi-
ty, and that is the work that must be done to
keep our Nation safe. 

America must also balance and integrate all
elements of our national power. We cannot
continue to push the burden on to our military
alone, nor leave dormant any aspect of the full
arsenal of American capability. And that’s why
my administration is committed to renewing di-
plomacy as a tool of American power, and to de-
veloping our civilian national security capabili-
ties. This effort takes place within the walls of
this university, where civilians sit alongside sol-
diers in the classroom. And it must continue out
in the field, where American civilians can ad-
vance opportunity, enhance governance and the
rule of law, and attack the causes of war around
the world. We have to enlist our civilians in the
same way they—we enlist those members of the
armed services in understanding this broad mis-
sion that we have.

And finally, we know that the United States
cannot defeat global threats alone. There is no
permanent American solution to the security
challenges that we face within any foreign na-
tion, nor can the world meet the tests of our
time without strong American leadership. And
that’s why my administration is committed to
comprehensive engagement with the world, in-
cluding strengthened partnerships with the for-
eign militaries and security forces that can com-
bat our common enemies. Those partnerships
are advanced here, within the walls of this uni-
versity, where we welcome men and women
from around the world to study alongside
Americans, to understand our values, to forge
partnerships, and hopefully friendships, that
contribute to a safer world.

The lesson of history is that peace and securi-
ty do not come easily. Each person who passes
through this university will play a different role.
Some of you will serve in uniform abroad, or
help train troops here at home. Some will be
diplomats, intelligence officers, or congressio-
nal staffers; others will work in the private sec-
tor. Some will rise to be senior officers and top
strategists, and some of you might even decide
to run for public office, although I’d warn you
about that. [Laughter]
231



Mar. 12 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Your story is your own and the education
that you’re receiving will help you advance it.
But you’re here because you’ve also accepted
the responsibility of having your story as part
of the larger American story. Your story is
serving your fellow citizens in the wider world.
And my message to you today is simple: Your
individual service makes all of the difference.
You will make the decisions, large and small,
that will help shape our future.

So as we dedicate this building where you
and future generations will be prepared to
make those choices, remember that the true
strength of our Nation comes not from the
might of our arms or the scale of our wealth, it
comes from the power of our ideals: democra-
cy, liberty, equality, justice, and unyielding
hope. 

Those ideals are embedded in our national
character because generations of Americans

have chosen to live them in their own lives, to
advance them through their service and
through their sacrifice. This is the truth that
Lincoln understood, that pragmatism must
serve a common purpose, a higher purpose.
That’s the legacy that we inherit. And that, in
the end, is how government of the people, and
by the people, and for the people, will endure
in our time.

So thank you, God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:28 p.m. in
Abraham Lincoln Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Lt. Gen. Frances C. Wilson, USMC,
president, National Defense University, who
introduced the president; and Dennis Ross,
Special Adviser to the Secretary of State for
The Gulf and Southwest Asia.

Remarks and a Discussion With the Business Roundtable
March 12, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Please, everybody have a seat. I want to
get to Q&A as quickly as possible, so let me
dive right in. First of all, thank you. It’s a plea-
sure to be here this afternoon. I see a lot of
friends in the room. It’s especially important, I
think, for us to be meeting today with the
Business Roundtable, because the companies
that you lead account for nearly 10 million jobs
and generate trillions of dollars in revenue
each year. Your companies have fueled the
prosperity of communities across the country
and the success stories of countless individu-
als. And they’ve enriched our Nation; they’ve
served as a tribute to the enduring spirit of
American capitalism. 

But for over three decades, the Business
Roundtable is also taking a broader view of
your responsibilities as chief executives.
You’ve looked beyond the bottom line and the
next quarter to the long-term health of your
company. You’ve not only served as accom-
plished leaders, but as engaged citizens, citi-
zens who understand that it is in the interest of
both your companies and your country to have
a workforce that’s highly educated, healthy,

and prosperous, to have a market that is free,
but also fair, and to live in a nation that’s will-
ing to invest in its own future. You understand
the public responsibility of private enterprise.

It’s fitting, then, that we meet at this
moment, because over the last few weeks a
spirited debate has emerged in Washington, a
debate over what it will take to ultimately
break the back of this recession and
strengthen our economy for the long run. It’s a
debate that centers on one key question: Does
the greatest economic crisis in our lifetime
warrant extraordinary action to deal with the
array of challenges we face? Or should we
limit our efforts and try to deal with them
incrementally or one at a time?

Now, let me say that it was not my prefer-
ence, believe it or not, to launch my adminis-
tration by passing the largest economic recov-
ery plan in the Nation’s history or to face crises
in the financial market and the automobile in-
dustry. It was not ideal to take office in the
midst of the worst job and growth numbers in
decades, particularly since we’re still in the
midst of two wars. But that’s the duty I signed
on for.
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And although my administration did not cre-
ate these problems, it’s now not only my re-
sponsibility, but my extraordinary privilege, to
help solve them. It’s my job to address every
challenge that may threaten the strength and vi-
tality of our families, our businesses, and our
entire Nation, now and in the future. 

We must move quickly and aggressively on
the most immediate threats to our economy and
financial stability: jobs, housing, and credit.
There’s no debate about that. And that’s why
we’ve already passed a recovery plan that will
save and create 3.5 million jobs over the next 2
years, more than 90 percent of which will be lo-
cated in the private sector, a plan that will also
give 95 percent of working families a tax cut
that begins by April 1st. 

And that’s why we’ve launched a housing
plan that will help responsible families lower
their monthly payments, a plan that’s already
helping responsible homeowners save money
by refinancing their loans. And that’s why we’ve
forcefully attacked the credit lockdown that the
help—that the housing crisis helped create.

As all of you know, credit is the lifeblood of a
healthy economy. The inability of even credit-
worthy businesses and consumers to get loans
today is a major roadblock to our recovery. 

To help get credit flowing again, we’ve creat-
ed an unprecedented lending fund in partner-
ship with the Federal Reserve that will help
support up to a trillion dollars in auto loans, col-
lege loans, and loans for the consumers and en-
trepreneurs who keep this economy running.
We’ll soon be announcing more efforts to pro-
vide even more lending to small businesses,
which are being devastated by this credit crisis.

These are all important steps. But the only
way we can truly unlock credit and heal our fi-
nancial system for good is to address the state of
our banking system. And I know that this crisis
is at the top of your list of immediate concerns,
and I promise you, it is at the top of mine as
well.

We all know how we got here. A wave of
complex and risky transactions around mortgag-
es and other loans produced huge profits for fi-
nancial institutions and those who run them un-
til the housing bubble burst. And now some of
the Nation’s largest banks are holding so-called

toxic assets, problematic debt that are dragging
down the balance sheets of these institutions
with no real market in which to sell them. And
this has caused a slowdown in lending. And
since finance today is global, the virus has
spread worldwide.

Now, it’s important to note that there are
thousands of banks, large and small, that have
made sound decisions and are on solid footing.
And all Americans need to know that their de-
posits are secure. But the weakened condition
of some of our largest banks has implications for
the entire system, and those weaknesses must
be addressed. And critical to that solution is an
honest and forthright assessment of the true
status of bank balance sheets, something that
we’ve not yet had. And that’s why the Treasury
has asked bank regulators to conduct intensive
examinations, or stress tests, of each bank.

When that process is complete next month,
we will act decisively to ensure that our major
banks have enough money on hand to lend to
people even in more difficult times. And if we
learn that such a bank has more serious prob-
lems, we will hold accountable those responsi-
ble, force the necessary adjustments, provide
the support to clean up their balance sheets,
and assure the continuity of a strong, viable in-
stitution that can serve our people and our
economy. Now, I intend to hold these banks
fully accountable for any assistance they’ll re-
ceive, and this time they’ll have to clearly dem-
onstrate how taxpayer dollars result in more
lending for the American taxpayer.

I also intend to enact tough, commonsense
regulatory reforms, equal to the challenges of a
21st century financial system, so that a crisis like
this never happens again. And when I meet
with the leaders of the other G–20 nations next
month, I’ll ask them to join us in these actions,
because in an age when financial transactions
often cross borders, global coordination is es-
sential to safeguard against future crises.

But the truth is that these problems in the fi-
nancial market, as acute and urgent as they are,
are only part of what threatens our economy.
And we must not use the need to confront them
as an excuse to keep ignoring the long-term
threats to our prosperity: the cost of our health
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care and our oil addiction, our education defi-
cit and our fiscal deficit.

Now, I’m not choosing to address these ad-
ditional challenges just because I feel like it or
because I’m a glutton for punishment. I’m do-
ing so because they’re fundamental to our eco-
nomic growth and ensuring that we don’t have
more crises like this in the future.

You see, we cannot go back to endless cy-
cles of bubble and bust. We can’t continue to
base our economy on reckless speculation and
spending beyond our means, on bad credit and
inflated home prices and overleveraged banks.
This crisis teaches us that such activity is not
the creation of lasting wealth, it’s the illusion
of prosperity, and it hurts us all in the end.

Instead, we must build this recovery on a
foundation that lasts, on a 21st century infra-
structure and a green economy with lower
health care costs that create millions of new
jobs and new industries, on schools that pre-
pare our children to compete and thrive, on
businesses that are free to invest in the next
big idea or breakthrough discovery.

We cannot wait to build this foundation.
Putting off these investments for another 4
years or 8 years or 12 years or 20 years would
be to continue the same irresponsibility that
led us to this point. It would be exactly what
Washington has done for decades, and it will
make our recovery more fragile and our future
less secure. And that’s a future I don’t accept,
not for my children and not for yours. I did not
come here to pass our problems on to the next
President or the next generation; I’m here to
solve them. I’m here to start building an econ-
omy and a prosperity that lasts. 

Now, would I prefer to tackle these chal-
lenges without having inherited a trillion-dol-
lar deficit or a financial crisis? Absolutely. But
that’s a choice that we don’t have. I don’t like
the idea of spending more Government mon-
ey, nor am I interested in expanding Govern-
ment’s role. 

I’ve always been a strong believer in the
power of the free market. It has been and will
remain the very engine of America’s progress,
the source of a prosperity that has gone un-
matched in human history. I believe that jobs
are best created not by Government, but by

businesses and entrepreneurs like you who are
willing to take risks on a good idea. And I be-
lieve that our role as lawmakers is not to dis-
parage wealth, but to expand its reach, not to
stifle the market, but to strengthen its ability
to unleash the creativity and innovation that
still makes this Nation the envy of the world. 

But I also know this: Throughout our histo-
ry, there have been times when the market has
fallen out of balance. There have been mo-
ments of economic transformation and up-
heaval when prosperity and even basic finan-
cial security have escaped far too many of our
citizens. And at these moments, Government
has stepped in not to supplant private enter-
prise, but to catalyze it, to create the condi-
tions for thousands of entrepreneurs and new
businesses to adapt and, ultimately, to thrive. 

That’s why we laid down railroads and high-
ways to spur commerce and industry, to stitch
this Nation together. That’s why, even in the
midst of civil war, Lincoln launched a trans-
continental railroad and land-grant colleges
and the National Academy of Sciences. That’s
why we initiated universal public high schools
and passed a GI bill to nurture the skills and
talents of all our workers. That’s why Eisen-
hower built an Interstate Highway System and
Kennedy pointed us to the moon, knowing
that the exploration would lead to unimagined
innovations here on Earth. 

That’s what we’ve done in the past, and
that’s why I’ve chosen to address education,
health care, energy, and this budget, because
we can’t wait to make the investments today
that will lead to tomorrow’s prosperity. Now,
as members of the Business Roundtable, you
know how important this is when it comes to
each one of these challenges. 

On education, I know that you just heard
from Arne Duncan. You’ve all long understood
that the success of your business ultimately
depends on its ability to hire workers who have
the skills and knowledge to compete with oth-
er workers and other companies all over the
world. You also know that America is increas-
ingly falling behind in that competition. That’s
why it will be the goal of this administration to
ensure that every child has access to a
complete and competitive education from the
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day they are born to the day they begin their ca-
reer.

We’ve already dramatically expanded early
childhood education, and we will continue to
improve the quality of these programs. For as
this organization knows, children who receive a
quality early childhood education are more like-
ly to attend college, more likely to hold a job,
and more likely to earn more in that job. 

This budget also creates new rewards tied to
teacher performance and pathways for advance-
ment and rewards for success for those teach-
ers. And we’re going to invest in innovative pro-
grams that are already helping schools meet
high standards and close achievement gaps.
We’ve urged States to lift the cap on the num-
ber of charter schools they build. And I’ve
asked every American to commit to at least 1
year or more of higher education or career
training, with the goal of having the highest pro-
portion of college graduates in the world by the
next—by the year 2020. 

And to meet that goal, we’re investing $2.5
million to identify and support initiatives across
the country that achieve results in helping stu-
dents graduate. And we’ll also make sure that a
higher education is affordable for every Ameri-
can who wants to go. 

Now, this budget also recognizes a reality
that you understand as business leaders: In this
economy, adults of all ages need opportunities
to earn new degrees and skills. So we will work
with our universities and community colleges to
prepare workers for good jobs in high-growth
industries and to improve access to job training
not only for young people who are just starting
their careers, but also for older workers who
need new skills to change careers. That’s how
we’ll create a workforce that will help our busi-
nesses compete and win in the 21st century.
And that’s how we’ll create a workforce that is
adaptable to a dynamic, global, capitalist sys-
tem.

Even as we invest in our workers, we’ll also
need to create the jobs for them to fill. And
that’s why the second major investment that our
budget makes is in the jobs and industries of the
future. The recovery plan we passed will ulti-
mately leverage at least $175 billion in private-
sector investment, investment in areas like

clean energy and small-business development
and school construction.

This budget builds on that foundation by
making historic investments in science and
technology and infrastructure by making per-
manent the research and experimentation cred-
it, by eliminating capital gains taxes for invest-
ments in small business and startups, and by
providing the resources necessary to finally
spark a clean energy revolution.

We all know that the country that harnesses
the power of renewable energy will lead the
21st century. And yet, it’s China that’s launched
the largest effort in history to make their econo-
my energy efficient. We invented solar technol-
ogy, but we’ve fallen behind countries like Ger-
many and Japan in producing it. New plug-in
hybrids will roll off our assembly lines, but
they’re running on battery cells made in Korea.

I do not accept a future where the jobs and
industries of tomorrow take root beyond our
borders, and I know you don’t either. It’s time
for America to lead, and to do this, you and I
both know that we need, ultimately, to make
clean, renewable energy the profitable kind of
energy. We know that the best way to do that is
through market-based caps on carbon pollution
that drives the production of more renewable
energy in America.

I understand that this will be a difficult tran-
sition for many businesses to make, and that’s
why this budget does not account for such a cap
until 2012, a time when this economy should be
on the road to recovery. And to support this
transition, we’ll invest $15 billion a year to de-
velop technologies like wind power and solar
power, advanced biofuels, clean coal, and more
fuel-efficient cars and trucks built right here in
America.

Now, the last major challenge we address in
this budget is a threat not only to the well-being
of our families and the prosperity of our busi-
nesses, but to the very foundation of our
economy, and that’s the exploding cost of health
care in America. And I know you had a session
with Peter Orszag about this.

For those who believe that this issue is some-
how unrelated to our economic crisis, consider
the fact that up to 1.5 million Americans could
lose their homes this year just because of
235



Mar. 12 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
medical crises. And as everybody in this room
is painfully aware, the same soaring costs that
are straining our families’ budgets are also
sinking some of our best businesses or putting
enormous strain on your bottom line.

Today, too many small businesses can’t even
think about insuring their employees, and ma-
jor American corporations like yours are strug-
gling to compete with foreign counterparts.
Companies of all sizes are being forced to ship
jobs overseas or shut their doors for good.

Medicare costs are consuming our Federal
budget. Medicaid is overwhelming our State
budgets. At the fiscal summit we held in the
White House a few weeks ago, the one thing
on which everyone agreed was that the great-
est threat to America’s fiscal health is not the
investments we’ve made to rescue our econo-
my, it’s the skyrocketing costs of our health
care system. 

You understand this. For years, the Busi-
ness Roundtable has worked tirelessly to pro-
mote investments in electronic medical re-
cords, with strict privacy standards, that will
help save money and lives, investments that
we have now made in the recovery plan. You
participated in last week’s White House Fo-
rum on Health Reform, proving that this time
we find business and labor, medical profes-
sionals and patient advocates all on the
side—same side of the issue, urging meaning-
ful reform. And you were one of the many or-
ganizations that urged us to include health
care in this budget, which is why we’ve made a
historic commitment to reform based on the
principle that we must bring down crushing
costs and provide quality, affordable health
care to every American. It’s a commitment
that’s paid for in part by efficiencies in the sys-
tem that are long overdue, and we will need
your help to ensure that it is included in the fi-
nal budget. 

Let me just give you one example: Medi-
care. For years we’ve been paying Medicare
Advantage Plans 14 percent more than it
would cost for the traditional Medicare plan.
In this budget, we have a simple idea. Instead
of Government setting prices for our seniors,
why not have private plans bid for Medicare’s
business? This competitive bidding is good for

businesses, it’s good for our seniors, and it’s
good for taxpayers, because it saves us $177
billion over 10 years.

We’ve undertaken an unprecedented effort
to find savings just like this in every corner of
this budget, because with the deficit we inher-
ited, the cost of the recession we face, and the
long-term challenges we have to meet, it’s nev-
er been more important to ensure that as our
economy recovers, we do what it takes to cut
this deficit in half by the end of my first term
in office. 

Now, I know that some have questioned
this commitment, and I want you to know that
I understand the skepticism, because we’ve
heard promises like this before. And it’s true
that this crisis has compelled us to add to our
deficit in the short term. But I ask all of you to
look at this budget. Already, we’ve identified
$2 trillion in deficit reductions over the next
decade. We’ve announced procurement re-
form that will save the Government $40 billion
by greatly reducing no-bid contracts. We’re
going to end education programs that don’t
work. We will eliminate direct payments to
agribusiness that don’t need them. We’ll root
out even more waste, fraud, and abuse in our
Medicare program. 

So altogether, this budget cuts spending by
$1 trillion over the next decade, $1 trillion
from where it would be if we just kept on go-
ing on our current path. And that will reduce
discretionary spending for domestic programs
as a share of the economy by more than 10
percent over the next decade. It will be at the
lowest level in nearly half a century, lowest
level in nearly half a century. 

Now, if we wanted to, we could have paint-
ed a sunnier fiscal picture in this budget. We
could have relied on some of the same gim-
micks that our Government has used for the
last 8 years, gimmicks that would hide spend-
ing on things like Iraq and Afghanistan, gim-
micks like assuming that there’s never a natu-
ral disaster anywhere in the country over the
course of a year. Our deficit would appear $2.7
trillion better—had we used those gim-
micks—over the next decade.

But I told my team we’re not going to do
that. We’re not just suffering from a deficit of
236



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 12
dollars in this Government, we’re suffering
from a deficit of trust. And I believe that restor-
ing that trust begins by restoring a sense of hon-
esty and accountability to our budget. 

Now, while we’re being honest, let’s also talk
about taxes, always a favorite subject. I said in
my address to Congress that this is the one issue
that always falls victim to the same political
scare tactics we’ve seen for decades. So let me
be very clear: If this budget is passed, not one
American will see their taxes raised a single
dime between now and the end of 2010. All
right, so for the next 2 years, your taxes aren’t
going up—nobody. At that point, at the end of
2010, 97 percent of all taxpayers and 97 percent
of all small businesses will still not see a tax in-
crease—97 percent. In fact, 95 percent of all
working families will receive a tax cut, so they
can buy some of the wonderful products that
you make. 

For the top 3 percent of all taxpayers—and
I’m just going to take a shot in the dark and
guess that that includes some of the people in
this room—the top tax rate across the board will
still be lower than they were during the pros-
perity of the 1990s. It will still be lower than
they were during the Clinton era. You will pay a
tax rate on capital gains and dividends that is al-
so lower than it was during most of the 1990s.
And the revenue that results from these chang-
es will reduce the deficit by $750 billion over
the next 10 years. 

Now, there’s no doubt that we’ve had to
make some tough choices in this budget, and
we’re likely to have to make more in the days
and months ahead. And you and I won’t always
agree on every decision or every issue, but I do
believe that we know what needs to be done to
build an economy that’s not just revived from a
crisis, but rebuilt for the future, to secure a
prosperity that no longer rests on a bubble, but
on a firm foundation that will make this country
strong and competitive in the 21st century. 

That kind of economy, an economy with
workers who are highly skilled and highly edu-
cated, with a health care system that is efficient
and affordable, with energy that is clean and re-
newable, with entrepreneurs who are free to in-
vest in the next big idea, that’s an economy
that’s built to last. That’s a future that’s good for

business. And this is a country that will lead and
prosper for generations to come. 

And I look forward to your continued coop-
eration in building that country, because I have
absolute faith that we can get there together. So
thank you very much. 

So I asked my team for some extra time to
make sure that I was able to answer as many
questions as possible. 

Mr. Chairman of the Roundtable, do you
want to start us off?

Private Sector-Federal Government Partner-
ship/Financial Regulatory Reform

Harold McGraw III. I do, thank you very
much. And, Mr. President, we really appreciate
you taking time to be with us and to give us ac-
cess to so much of your team throughout the
day.

The business community is committed to be
a part of the solution. And those millions of jobs
that you talked about, you know, largely, as you
say, are coming from businesses. And therefore,
we want to partner with you in terms of, one,
ending this economic crisis, increasing liquidity,
and getting smart regulation. And we’re with
you and Secretary Duncan on the education
agenda, workforce development, personnel
training, vocational training. We’re for afford-
able and quality health care costs and access to
that for everyone.

We certainly want to be able to create that
energy independence that you’ve talked about.
And we want to be in a position where we can
have the kind of investment in our community
by keeping our markets open and having access
to markets all around.

So we’re committed to being able to do all
that and working with you.

During the campaign you talked often about
having an open administration, and you were
going to push very, very hard for that. There’s a
misperception, I think, in some people’s minds
that the relationship between business and the
Obama administration is like, well, oil and vine-
gar in that way. Well, I would like to tell you
that, from our standpoint, that couldn’t be far-
ther from the truth. Everybody in this room is
anxious to see you succeed and wants to be a
part of that.
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In that end, you know, we have the same
common goals right now—jobs, growth, recov-
ery, competitiveness—and as such the ask that
I would have for you is that if you would allow
us to set up a regular schedule such that the
expertise of the chief executives here could
work with whoever you designate to be a
sounding board, pushing back and helping to
form those kinds of opinions.

And thank you again for coming.
The President. Absolutely. Well, look, that’s

exactly the kind of partnership that we seek.
As I said, there are actually a lot of people in
this room who our team has consulted with on
a regular basis, and we hope to do more of that
in the future.

And I know that, you know, John has at-
tended a number of the summits that we’ve
been putting in place. I think you will find that
this is actually an administration that also
wants you to succeed in the same way that you
want us to succeed. As I said before, I am a
strong believer in the ability of the free market
to generate wealth and prosperity that’s shared
across the board. I think there are times where
sometimes our economy gets out of balance.
This is obviously one of those times. And so
Government has to intervene in a crisis. But
the goals should always be to right the ship and
let private enterprise do its magic.

There are going to be a series of fairly com-
plex issues around regulation in the financial
markets, which we believe is necessary. I think
we’ve got to—and I assume that many of the
people here agree that we’ve got to update the
regulatory framework that was created in the
thirties for global markets where trillions of
dollars are spinning around the globe with the
press of a button. But we are also very mindful
that we’ve got to do those regulatory reforms
in a way that doesn’t strangle innovation and
creativity and entrepreneurship, but deals with
the systemic risks that, obviously, we were un-
prepared to deal with when this latest crisis oc-
curred.

With respect to a tax policy, again, we want
to consult with you, because our belief is that
we’ve got to have a stable system that closes
the structural deficit that right now is built into
the Federal Government. And it’s an unsus-

tainable deficit. If we keep on going down this
path, at some point, folks who’ve been financ-
ing our ways are going to say, “Enough. We
don’t want to buy anymore T-bills.” And then
we’ve got some problems. 

So we’re going to work with you on that. We
want to do it in a way that encourages work,
encourages investment, encourages savings,
and makes sure that we’re financing what we
need out of Government, but no more than
what we need.

So on a whole host of these issues, we are
going to be actively soliciting your advice and
your input. And our expectation is that we can
use this moment to create a stronger free mar-
ket system; one that’s more stable, one that’s
more profitable over the long term. But I
think as everybody here recognizes, because
you’re all thinking about it with respect to your
own businesses, this is going to take some
time. I mean, we were engaging in a unsus-
tainable model for a very long time, and the
bill is now due for a lot of bad habits and bad
practices that were built up over the course of
many years.

It is complicated, and it is international.
And so our focus right now is to stabilize the fi-
nancial system, get credit flowing again, to
project a budget that allows in future years for
us to start tackling these very big problems.
But we’ve got to get started now if we’re actu-
ally going to get there on health care, on ener-
gy, and education. And that’s what we’re trying
to accomplish.

Good. Let’s see—Sam.

Corporate Taxes and Deferrals

Samuel J. Palmisano. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Well, first of all, we’re very encour-
aged——

The President. Here, they—we got a mike
right behind you.

Mr. Palmisano. On behalf of everyone in
the business community, we’re very, very en-
couraged with your words and your support.
You’ve always said that you were committed to
the competitiveness of American business.
You’ve always said that you’re committed to
the competitiveness of our country, and we re-
ally appreciate it. Yes, we are in tough times.
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I also want to thank you for all the support in
the stimulus package. And when we met, you
listened to us and you implemented many of
our ideas, and your leadership made a differ-
ence. So, again, we appreciate it.

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Palmisano. There’s one thing that I’d like

to mention in that construct of working togeth-
er and your reaching out, and that is this: how
tax structures are used around the world for
economic development. All of our trading part-
ners have done this for many, many years; that’s
part of their industrial policy, we all understand
that. You’ve argued for a fair playing field; we
appreciate that. 

But what’s happened in the past is that there
was a thing called the deferral. And the deferral
was put in place to normalize all these anoma-
lies. They’re all different; they’re not the same,
so it was put in place for that purpose. So it was
a normalization to help American competitive-
ness.

As you know, in the current proposed bud-
get, there’s a consideration around the deferral.
We all accept we need to deal with the deficit. I
mean, nobody in this room is going to argue we
want big deficits. They hurt business, as you
know; they squeeze capital out of the private
sector. But at the same time, the deferral has
been very, very important to this normalization,
and it allowed us to compete. So what we really
are just asking for, and we mentioned this to
Tim earlier today, is just an open dialog to en-
gage, to give you all the facts that we know, why
it’s so important to us, so just to kind of reach
out and take you up on your offer to listen to
our point of view.

The President. Absolutely. Good. I will cer-
tainly listen to your point of view, because I
want American businesses to be competitive.
And by the way, at some point—this isn’t re-
flected in our current budget, because we’ve al-
ready got a lot on our plate—but my interest
over time in potentially lowering corporate
rates in exchange for closing a lot of the loop-
holes that make the tax system so complex,
that’s a very appealing conversation to me, and
I’d like to pursue it. 

With respect to the specific issue of the de-
ferrals, look, it is difficult for, I think, the aver-

age American, if they feel as if businesses in-
vesting here are paying a higher tax rate than if
they’re investing overseas. It’s just counterintui-
tive. I think people generally feel like let’s en-
courage and motivate corporations to invest
here at home, particularly at a time when
there’s been significant job loss.

I’m appreciative of the fact that if you are a
multinational operation, that you’ve got all sorts
of tax rates that create a lot of headaches and
you don’t want to end up double-paying where
you can help it. So some of this stuff gets pretty
technical; let’s make sure that you and others,
representatives of the Business Roundtable, are
working with Treasury to find out if we can find
that right balance. I want you to be competitive.
I don’t want you to be placed at a competitive
disadvantage with other countries—or compa-
nies from other countries. We also want to
make sure that not just from a revenue perspec-
tive, but also from the perspective of job cre-
ation here at home, that we’ve got a Tax Code
that reflects those values. Okay? Good.

Anne—where’s Anne? There you are. Good.
I’ve got a little list. [Laughter]

Upcoming G–20 Meeting

Anne M. Mulcahy. Great. Mr. President,
thanks for engaging with us this afternoon; it’s
actually been a very productive day.

You know, on that theme of global compa-
nies—and I think lots of us are witnessing fur-
ther deterioration around the world, and it’s
worrying, in terms of the business community.

In a few weeks, you’re going to meet with G–
20 leaders, and an ability to coordinate, to have
a set of actions that really are aligned, I think, is
important for the health of the world right now.

What’s your—what are your expectations,
and how feasible is it to have an aligned agen-
da?

The President. Well, I actually think that it’s
very feasible. We’re actively pursuing it. And
I’m having meetings and conversations ahead of
the G–20. I already had a meeting with Gordon
Brown. I’ll be meeting with people like Kevin
Rudd from Australia. I met with the Chinese
Foreign Minister today in preparations for
meeting with President Hu in London, when
we get—when we arrive.
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I think there are a couple of broad princi-
ples that we’d like to see emerging out of the
G–20; number one, that the stimulus efforts of
all countries are sufficiently robust to deal with
the decline in demand. We think that’s impor-
tant. And countries like China, for example,
are doing that, and we want to make sure that
everybody is mindful that the decline in global
demand is enormous and now is the time for
us to provide some ballast.

Number two, financial regulation—we
think that it’s very important that there is coor-
dination, not necessarily a supraregulator, but
that there is coordination and effort so that if
we are doing some things that are increasing
transparency, openness, trust in—on Wall
Street, that London is doing the same thing
and that other financial markets are doing the
same thing, so that we don’t start seeing a race
to the bottom, but rather we see a race to the
top, where we’ve got a stable global financial
system.

A third thing that we have to pay attention
to is the situation in emerging markets. We’ve
got some very big problems potentially there.
And that is something that the Europeans, for
example, should be very interested in, because
their banks have enormous exposure to those
countries. We’ve got to pay a lot of attention to
it, not only for economic reasons but also for
national security reasons.

I mean, if you start seeing a lot of emerging
markets collapse, it’s bad for business, but it
also creates a dangerous international environ-
ment. So to that end, the idea of wealthier
countries or countries that are running sur-
pluses, have decent foreign reserves, foreign
currency reserves, being able to work with the
international financial institutions to provide
some help in propping up those economies as
we climb out of this recession, I think, is going
to be very important.

And I just want to make sure that I’m—I’m
doing this off the top of my head. The last
thing, I think, that we have to pay some atten-
tion to is making sure that we’re not dropping
back into protectionism. I mean, I think every-
body understands sort of the history of the
Great Depression. So far at least, we’re seeing
some movement to contain protectionist senti-

ments in these various domestic markets, but
we have to build on that, and I think, having a
strong statement that encourages trade and
making sure that there are sufficient credit
lines for trade, because that’s one of the big
problems that we’ve seen right now in terms of
world trade is, it’s just very hard to—the tradi-
tional mechanisms for lending that facilitate
trade have really contracted.

So those are all areas that we’ve got to
spend a lot of time focused on. I’m confident,
actually, that interests will be aligned here
more than they have been in the past. Okay?

Let’s see. How about Bill Green? Bill is
over here. Do we have a mike?

Education Reform/Trade/Innovation

William D. Green. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and thank you also for your comments
on education over the last several days. It gave
us a lot of clarity, and Secretary Duncan did a
terrific job of—I think it’s one thing that we’re
very much aligned on because we realize that a
competitive country needs competitive com-
panies and in order to do that we have to have
a competitive workforce.

There is something that I think it’s impor-
tant that you know. We are launching tomor-
row the Springboard Project, which is orga-
nized by the Business Roundtable. And what
it’s focused on, really, is sort of three charges.

The first one is about making sure the edu-
cation system produces the skills that we need
for today’s and tomorrow’s markets. The sec-
ond thing is we need to institutionalize life-
long learning. It’s absolutely true, we can see
that all now, and it needs to be an individual
and a collective imperative for our country.
And I think all of our citizens and all of our
workforce needs to understand that. And the
third is, for a problem that’s here and now, is
we need to facilitate workers in gaining new
skills that have been displaced by economic
dislocation and other changes in the market,
which are going to be a natural occurrence
over time. And we need to work forward on
that. So we’re just looking forward to working
closely with your team to make sure we can
tackle those. Thank you.
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The President. I look forward to that. And
you’re exactly right that we are going to contin-
ue to be the most dynamic economy in the
world. And one of our strengths is our dyna-
mism, the fact that we adapt quickly. We got
risk takers in this country. That means that
sometimes we have higher failure rates, but it
also means that we’ve got greater flexibility and
we pursue opportunity.

That is part of the American character that
we want to retain. And so I’m amused some-
times when I read, sort of, this talk of, well, you
know, “The Obama administration wants to get
Government in everybody’s business.” I don’t. I
want you guys to do your thing.

What is true, though, is that in the current
global, highly competitive environment that the
burdens and benefits, the dislocations of that
dynamism are disproportionately borne by
workers in certain sectors, in certain regions.
And that creates great pain, it creates great
hardship. And so part of what we want to figure
out is how do we make sure that the burdens
and benefits of this dynamic economy are
spread in a way that maintains strong political
and social support for that dynamism.

And so for those of you who are concerned
about protectionism, the best way to ensure
that we’re not seeing protectionist tendencies in
this country is to make sure that workers are
benefiting from trade. And some sectors are,
but some sectors may not be. If we are retrain-
ing them, if we’re investing in their futures, if,
when there are new opportunities in green en-
ergy companies are saying, “You know what,
let’s go to Michigan, or let’s go to
Ohio”—where you’ve seen a huge exodus of
jobs—“let’s go in there and work on developing
the new battery or the new solar panel or the
new technology that is going to help launch new
industries.” Now, that is going to be something
that I think benefits everybody and benefits
your businesses most of all. 

So I’m excited about the prospect. That’s
part of what we’ve already done in our recovery
package, in the recovery and reinvestment
package. 

Carol is going to be talking to you about some
of the stuff we’re doing on energy. We’ve got to
train people. Something like the smart grid,

which could create huge efficiencies for your
businesses as well as individual families, there
are a bunch of bottlenecks. Some of it has to do
with local siting issues, but some of it just has to
do with the fact that finding enough trained
electricians to lay these lines. Right now we
don’t have enough, at a time when we’ve got
huge unemployment out there.

And so figuring out how we’re training peo-
ple for the right jobs, that requires consultation
with business. You guys can help us identify
what are the particular skill sets that people are
going to need so that working with community
colleges, universities, vocational programs, ap-
prenticeship programs, we are teeing that up.

Okay. Is Ivan here? Go ahead.

Health Care Reform/Federal Budget

Ivan G. Seidenberg. Mr. President, how are
you?

The President. I’m doing well, thank you.
Mr. Seidenberg. Okay, good. And again, on

behalf of all of us, thank you so much for being
with us today and the energy you’re putting into
all these issues. It’s really encouraging. Health
care—your comments on health care were ter-
rific and very enlightening. I think we’re all
pretty much focused and agree that the costs of
health care are way out of line and we need to
do something to bring them in line.

We at the BRT have been working on a mod-
el, working on a framework to how we move
ahead with reform. I’d just like to point out a
couple of things to you to get your reaction to it.

We agree that the goal is to not only broaden
access, but to lower the cost and improve the
quality for everybody. So we start with employ-
er-based health care. We think today most peo-
ple get health care from their business; a hun-
dred and eighty million Americans do. We can
provide not only the current need for their fam-
ilies, but also create the kind of incentives for
future well-being and make sure they have good
behaviors and deal with all of the kinds of things
that create healthy employees, not just today,
but for a long time. We can work with the insur-
ance carriers to provide the robust policies and
plans that will be out in the marketplace. So it’s
really important that we start with that frame-
work.
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Second thing is to make sure that we have
some individual participation. I think it’s very
important that we don’t have a Government
plan competing with a private plan and finding
out that our employees or the citizens in gen-
eral could go to a plan that doesn’t have the
same incentives and requirements and behav-
ioral characteristics to make sure that they do
the right things long term.

I think the last thing is the thing that you’ve
mentioned with respect to health IT. There
are at least two or three dozen things we can
do right now that begin driving costs out. I
think the initiative that you approved on
health IT is terrific. The quicker we get the
systems built and the data collected, we can
start changing the system. But we could do
more. We could do more with medical re-
form—medical liability reform. We could do
more with, in effect, Medicare and review
the—and change the payment systems.

So I think health care reform really is the
devil is in the details. And I think if we get the
model working correctly, we could make a sig-
nificant impact on the things that you’ve artic-
ulated today. Thank you.

The President. Absolutely. I think you make
a couple of terrific points, so let me just ampli-
fy a few. Number one, I think we have a moral
obligation to make sure that in a country this
wealthy you don’t have single moms not able
to send their kids to a doctor because they just
can’t afford it and they don’t have insurance on
their job. 

So I think there’s a powerful moral element
to health care. I get 10 letters sent to me out of
the 40,000 that are sent to me every day to
read every night, just so that I’m attuned to
what’s happening outside my bubble; although
somebody pointed out the other day, it’s a very
nice bubble, but it is a bubble. [Laughter] And
I would say at least half of them in some ways
relate to a individual family crisis with health
care; and they’re heartbreaking. It has to be
dealt with.

But having said that, I also just have a very
hard-headed analysis about this, which is the
path we’re on is unsustainable. If you have 6,
8, 10 percent health care inflation every single
year, at some point we are all broke. Business-

es are broke or you stop providing health care
to your employees. The Federal Government
is way broke with Medicare and Medicaid.
State governments are groaning under the
weight of this stuff. It’s consuming everything.

So what that also means though—and this is
something I’ve tried to emphasize to my more
progressive friends—we can’t simply just add
on a whole bunch of people to a broken sys-
tem, because that’s also unsustainable. I mean,
we—you can’t just take people who are cur-
rently uninsured, plop them on to a system
that is generating those kinds of costs, not dig
into the engine and try to figure out how to
make the thing run more efficiently, because
then you’ll just be broke that much faster. And
at some point, you start making very draconian
decisions about people losing benefits.

So the cost issue is the thing that we actually
think is the big driver in this whole debate.
And that’s why—I know you heard from Peter
Orszag—things like comparative effectiveness,
health IT, prevention, figuring out how our re-
imbursement structures are designed under
Medicare and Medicaid, medical liability is-
sues, I mean, I think all those things have to be
on the table. And I won’t lie to you that every-
body agrees on this theoretically, until you
start getting to the specifics. And oftentimes
though, Ivan, one of the things I’ll note is the
resistance is not based on evidence, it’s based
on people’s interests. Everybody is kind of dug
in. They know that the system doesn’t work,
but at least it kind of works for them in one
particular aspect.

And part of the reason that we did not sim-
ply design our own plan and try to jam it down
the throats of Congress is we want them to see
some of the contradictions in their own posi-
tions and, over time, sort through some of
those tensions, make some tough choices,
working with us. But we think that we’ve got to
get this done now; this is a window.

Not everything is going to be implemented
now. And this, by the way, goes to a broader is-
sue with respect to our budget. Because I
think there’s some people, when we issued the
budget, they said, “Boy, these Obama people,
they’re really ambitious. They’re taking on
health care; they’re taking on energy; they’re
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taking on education. Don’t they know that
there’s this bank crisis right now? We’ve got to
do one thing at a time.”

Look, the budget document that we put for-
ward is a 10-year document. We are like any or-
ganization; just like all of yours, we have to do
long-term planning even as we’re addressing
short-term issues. If we don’t do the long-term
planning, then we end up having more short-
term issues again and again and again and again.

So we don’t anticipate that every piece of
health care is done this year. We think that
we’ve got to get the process and get in place a
structure and a framework and a funding ap-
proach and work out a lot of these details. But
it’s going to be implemented over time. We’re
not going to have instant health IT all next year.
The same is true on the energy front. Under the
cap proposal that we have it wouldn’t even start
until 2012, where we’re going to be out of this
recession, or you’ll have somebody else speak-
ing to you in 2013. [Laughter]

But if we don’t start now, if we wait until—to
have the debate in 2012, and then suddenly it
turns out that oil is at 150 a barrel again, and we
say, oh, why is it that we didn’t start thinking
about this and making some steps now to figure
this out? Well, that’s what Washington does.
You guys could not run your business that way.
And so the notion that we are doing some long-
term planning now and trying to get this town
to think long term, that somehow that’s a dis-
traction, just defies every sound management
practice that I’ve ever heard of.

And so we’ve got some immediate stuff that
we’ve got to deal with right now. What this bud-
get does is it reflects a vision about where we
need to go, and I think it’s the right vision.

All right, let me see how I’m doing on time.
I’ve got a little more time. I’m going to take at
least a couple more questions. Dan Fulton. Is
Dan around? Yes, sir. Go ahead. 

Carbon Allowance Auctions/Carbon Cap-and-
Trade System

Daniel S. Fulton. Thank you for your leader-
ship.

The President. Thank you.

Mr. Fulton. My company, Weyerhaeuser, is
committed to addressing climate change, and
we’ve adopted significant emission reduction
goals, and we support legislation to establish a
cap-and-trade approach to climate change. In
your comments you’ve expressed support for a
cap for—with a 100-percent auction of carbon
allowances to generate revenue for the Govern-
ment. In your comments earlier today you also
talked about an implementation timeframe of
2012.

I just wanted to comment that a number of
us in the business community are concerned
that a 100-percent auction will effectively be a
tax that would impose significant costs on ener-
gy-intensive industries such as some that we op-
erate and may impact existing industries’ ability
to fund needed investments in no—new low-
carbon technologies.

I just wondered if you could explain how the
100-percent auction approach would work in
our highly challenged economy, because we’re
all feeling a lot of pressure today on costs, and
yet still preserve jobs for existing industries and
strengthen our existing manufacturing sector.

The President. Good. Well, let me start by
saying this. I said during the campaign we were
looking at a 100-percent auction. We are not
going to be able to move this in an effective way
without partnership with the business commu-
nity. No, we just—we can’t get it done. And for
businesses like yours that are committed to the
concept and the idea, we’re going to work to
make sure that it works for you.

Now, the experience of a cap-and-trade sys-
tem thus far is that if you’re giving away carbon
permits for free, then basically you’re not really
pricing the thing, and it doesn’t work, or people
can game the system in so many ways that it’s
not creating the incentive structures that we’re
looking for. The flip side is, you’re right, if it’s so
onerous that people can’t meet it, then it de-
feats the purpose, and politically, we can’t get it
done anyway.

So we’re going to have to find a structure that
arrives at that right balance. We want to create
a price structure. Keep in mind that the reason
that I’m interested in a cap-and-trade approach
is precisely because I think the market makes
decisions about these technologies better than
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we do. You know, for those who are concerned
about some heavy-handed, command-and-
control regulations coming down the pike, cap
and trade is designed to say, you know what,
here’s a target, here’s a price, you guys go fig-
ure it out, and if you can make money on it, all
the better.

So that’s the—that’s our goal. That’s what
we want. And how that pricing mechanism
works most effectively to actually influence in-
centives, but also be sufficiently realistic that
industries are thriving as opposed to groaning
under the weight of it, I think, is going to be
the trick. I’m confident that we can do it.
We’ve done it before.

I mean, keep in mind that when—I’m try-
ing to remember, is—this was back in the sev-
enties or early eighties—I’m getting old
enough now where I can’t remember—but,
you know, the issue of acid rain was around.
Everybody thought all your trees were going
to be dying; you couldn’t make any paper. And
we put in an auction system and a trading
mechanism and, lo and behold, American in-
genuity and American entrepreneurship and
inventiveness created options that ended up
being much cheaper than anybody had imag-
ined, much cheaper than anybody had imag-
ined.

Now, in the meantime, I just—I was talking
to some Members of Congress just yesterday,
you know, who were concerned about this, be-
cause I’m sure they’re hearing from industries
and, you know, what does this mean economi-
cally, et cetera. I just want to point out, you
know—anybody who has been to Las Vegas
recently and looked at Lake Mead, or who is
familiar with what’s happening in agriculture
in California right now, or go down to Atlanta,
which may not have any water soon, because
of what’s happening in terms of changing
weather patterns, or talk to Kevin Rudd in
Australia, that’s going to cost us money too. It’s
just not—it’s not priced.

And I’m not somebody who—I’ve never
bought into these Malthusian woe, Chicken
Little, the Earth is falling. I tend to be pretty
optimistic. I wouldn’t be here if I weren’t pret-
ty optimistic. But I think this is—the science is
overwhelming. This is a real problem. It will

have severe economic consequences, as well as
political and national security and environ-
mental consequences.

And I’m confident that if we do it smart, if
we’re talking to you guys, if we’re talking to in-
dustries, if our projections don’t end up being
wildly unrealistic, that I think we can handle
this problem.

All right. Okay, let me make this the last
question.

Dick.

National Economy/Financial Regulatory Re-
form

Richard D. Parsons. First I’d like to say, it’s
good to see you.

The President. Good to see you. Here, we
got a mike coming up. I think those are turned
down right now.

Mr. Parsons. As you know, Secretary Geith-
ner was here earlier today and, I thought, did a
terrific job. And as he went through his hastily
prepared—but prepared—remarks, I made a
little tick mark every time he used the word
“confidence” or talked about restoring confi-
dence, until I ran out of ink. I say that some-
what facetiously, but I think he’s spot on. I
think he’s spot on.

We’re in a battle in this country now, and
maybe in the world, where—between confi-
dence and fear. And it’s important that confi-
dence win, because if consumers are confi-
dent, they’ll spend; and if they’re fearful, they
won’t. If investors are confident, they’ll invest;
and if they’re fearful, they won’t. And all the
money of all the governments in the world
can’t replace that, right?

The President. Right.
Mr. Parsons. So I take it down to our indus-

try, the banking business. At its core, it’s a very
simple business. It takes funds from depositors
and other providers of funding, and then it
makes that—those funds available in the cred-
it markets. And that’s how businesses grow,
when people buy homes and send their kids to
college, buy cars, and all that sort of stuff.

The President. Can I just say, Dick, it hasn’t
been that simple lately. [Laughter] But in—I
get your theory though.

Mr. Parsons. I said at its core.
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The President. All right, I’ll talk to Jamie.
Maybe that’s—[laughter].

Mr. Parsons. Some folks got carried away, I’ll
acknowledge that. But the core business is es-
sential to restoring this economy to full vitality.
And one of the things the Secretary said was
that—he laid out a 4-point program, and he said
at the end of the day, though, we’re committed
to—particularly for those institutions that are
core to the financial system—to providing sup-
port, so that those essential funders—deposi-
tors, bond holders, people who participate in
the debt markets—can have confidence that
they’ll be protected.

I think if those fundamental funders do have
confidence, do believe that we’re protected in
all of this, our money is going to—they will help
stabilize the banking system, and then what you
talked about earlier will happen—the credit cy-
cle will begin, and then the country and the
economy can begin to heal.

I just wondered, does your—among other
chiefs, you’re the confidence-builder-in-
chief—I wondered if you could either elaborate
or drive home that point that the Secretary
made, because I think it will help us all.

The President. Well, look, this is the most dy-
namic economy on Earth, and our capacity is
undiminished. We’ve got the same smart folks,
and engineers and scientists. We’ve still got the
hardest working workers on Earth. We’ve got
the best universities. We’ve got all kinds of in-
novations. And you know what? We’ve also got
a whole bunch of potential customers out there.
As bad as the housing market has been, you’re
starting to see inventories decline.

And there’s a young family out there right
now who’s going to be thinking about buying a
home. And if we can get them credit, they’re
going to buy that home. And if they buy that
home, then that construction worker, maybe he
comes in and remodels the kitchen. And that
means that he can buy the computer for his kid
at school. And we’re off to the races.

So I am very confident about our long-term
prospects. We live in such a rapid-fire, informa-
tion-rich environment that people’s attention
spans go like this. And that makes for volatility
in confidence. A smidgen of good news and
suddenly everything is doing great. A little bit of

bad news, oh, we’re down in the dumps. And I
am obviously an object of this constantly varying
assessment. [Laughter] I’m the object-in-chief
of this varying assessment. [Laughter]

So my view—you know, people ask me some-
times, “Well, you seem like a pretty calm guy.
How do you do that?” I say, “Well, look, I don’t
think things are ever as good as we say, and
they’re never as bad as they say.” And things 2
years ago were not as good as we thought be-
cause there were a lot of underlying weaknesses
in the economy, and they’re not as bad as we
think they are now. 

We’re going to restore confidence by, in a
very systematic way, getting this financial sys-
tem fixed. I think Secretary Geithner and
Chairman Bernanke and Sheila Bair have done
an extraordinary job; it hasn’t gotten a lot of fan-
fare, but the TALF program that’s been put in
place, the creation of markets once again for
some of these securities that are out there so
that they can be priced and we can start seeing
financing flowing again, the fact that for all the,
you know, angst that’s been out there, you’ve
got banking institutions that are still functioning
and, lo and behold, making profits.

We still have some big problems in the bank-
ing industry. That’s what these stress tests are
about. We are going to make a effective assess-
ment and, even with the worst case scenarios,
we’re still going to be looking at the vast majori-
ty of banks are going to be doing fine and in a
position to make profits. Even with the worst
case scenarios, even if things stay bad for
awhile, the vast majority of these banks are go-
ing to be fine.

By the way, depositors are all going to be
fine. That’s why we’ve got the FDIC. And so I
think Americans understand that their deposits
are going to be fine.

The market is going to be responding to all
this information out there and, you know, the
whole issue of animal spirits in the marketplace
and when suddenly a rally catches, you know,
you guys know that better than I do. But my fo-
cus has to be on the long term. And my long-
term projections are highly optimistic, if we
take care of some of these long-term structural
problems.
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The one thing I don’t want to do is to repli-
cate the false confidence that was premised on
bubbles. And I think that we’ve really got to
think through—and all of you, as critical cap-
tains of industry, have to help us think
through—how do we prevent this froth that
builds up and go back to steady growth, funda-
mental growth that’s based on making things,
providing good services, innovating, exporting,
as opposed to just borrowing and leveraging?
And that is going to be a challenge, and there’s
going to be some adjustment.

But even with consumers—I mean, we’ve
got this interesting situation where we’re actu-
ally seeing consumers do exactly what we
would have liked them to do, just not all at
once, and that’s starting to save some, right?
Paying down credit card bills, making sure that
they’ve socked away a little bit each month for
their retirement, for their kids’ college educa-
tion, that, ultimately, is a positive thing.

We just want to make sure that everybody
understands, you know what, you don’t have to
stop in your tracks here. Things are going to
get better. It’s going to require some patience.
And the one thing that I think our country and
our culture will benefit from is an end to
short-term gratification and a recognition that,
ultimately, you build up value by hard work
and dedication and sweat, and there are going
to be some bumps in the road and things take
time.

But I’m very confident about it, and I hope
you are too.

Thank you, everybody. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:03 p.m. at the
St. Regis Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan; Peter R.
Orszag, Director, Office of Management and
Budget; Harold McGraw III, chairman, presi-
dent, and chief executive officer, The Mc-
Graw-Hill Companies; John J. Castellani,
president, Business Roundtable; Samuel J.
Palmisano, chairman of the board and chief
executive officer, IBM Corp.; Anne M. Mulca-
hy, chairman and chief executive officer, Xe-
rox Corp.; Prime Minister Gordon Brown of
the United Kingdom; Prime Minister Kevin
M. Rudd of Australia; Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Yang Jiechi and President Hu Jintao of
China; William D. Green, chairman and chief
executive officer, Accenture; Assistant to the
President for Energy and Climate Change
Carol M. Browner; Ivan G. Seidenberg, chair-
man and chief executive officer, Verizon Com-
munications; Daniel S. Fulton, president and
chief executive officer, Weyerhaeuser Co.; and
Richard D. Parsons, chairman of the board of
directors, Citigroup, Inc.; James L. Dimon,
chairman of the board of directors and chief
executive officer, JPMorgan Chase & Co.; and
Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geith-
ner.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President’s Economic Recovery
Advisory Board Chairman Paul A. Volcker and an Exchange With Reporters
March 13, 2009

The President. Well, listen, I just had a
meeting with Paul Volcker and our business
advisory board to discuss a wide range of is-
sues, but with some particular focus on the fi-
nancial markets. And the thing I want to em-
phasize is that we are spending every day
working through how to get credit flowing
again so that businesses, large and small, as
well as consumers, are able to obtain credit,
and we can get this economy moving again.

As I’ve said before, that’s one of the legs of
the stool in rebuilding the economy; the first

one, a stimulus package that is going to be hit-
ting the ground and putting people back to
work. The second part of this is making sure
that not just the banking system, but also the
credit system as a whole, is functioning and
that we fix some of the plumbing there. We’re
going to have to do some long-term financial
regulatory work, and Mr. Volcker has a range
of ideas on that. But that’s something that we
have to do very carefully. How do we eliminate
systemic risks so that this kind of problem nev-
er happens again? And finally, we’ve got to do
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some coordination with other countries in order
to assure that what we do here in the United
States corresponds with strong efforts overseas. 

The last point that I’d make—and I made
this point to the Business Roundtable yester-
day—it is very important, even as we’re focused
on the financial system and the credit markets,
that we are laying the foundation for what I’m
calling a post-bubble economic growth plan.
The days when we are going to be able to grow
this economy just on an overheated housing
market or people spending—maxing out on
their credit cards, those days are over. What we
need to do is go back to fundamentals, and that
means driving our health care costs down. It
means improving our education system so our
children are prepared and we’re innovating in
science and technology. And it means that we’re
making this transition to the clean energy econ-
omy. Those are the priorities reflected in our
budget, and that is part and parcel with the
short-term steps that we’re taking to make sure
that the economy gets back on its feet.

So I am very grateful to Paul for his ongoing
advice and counsel to the other members of the
business community who participated, and
we’re going to be doing a lot of outreach and
working with them consistently in the weeks
and months to come.

Paul, anything to add?
Chairman Volcker. Well, let me just say, you

all know this is a very complicated matter, just
in the financial system, and you’ve been talking
to us, talking to others, and concentrating on
that. And I’m sure some program will be devel-
oped.

But there are big economic problems behind
the financial system too. They’re going to take
longer to work out. And you’ve got those prob-
lems while we’re working on this immediate cri-
sis, continuing crisis in the financial system.

The President. Thanks. Okay, guys, thank
you. Have a great weekend.

National Economy

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Summers says Ameri-
cans have an excess of fear. Can you elaborate
on that?

The President. Well, I think, as I said to the
Business Roundtable, our capacity is undimin-
ished. We have the most productive workers on
Earth. We’ve got some of the most innovative
businesses on Earth. We’ve got the greatest
universities, incredible infrastructure, and
we’ve got the most dynamic free market econo-
my on Earth. 

We’ve got some significant problems that
have been built up over a long period of time.
There was a lot of over-leveraging that was tak-
ing place in the financial system. But the bot-
tom line is, is that those businesses that were
creating outstanding products and services 2
years ago, they are still creating outstanding
products and services. And those workers who
were getting up every day and doing outstand-
ing work, they’ve still got an incredible desire to
work hard and grow this economy and do right
by their families.

So what we need to do is to make sure that
we’re putting in the pillars economically to deal
with the short-term emergency, to stabilize the
economy, and to put in the foundation for long-
term economic growth. That’s a overarching
package that, I think, the American people are
hungry for. They feel confident about America.
The business executives I met with yesterday
are confident about our ability to grow long
term. We’ve got to get through this difficult pe-
riod. 

And, look, there are a lot of individual
families who are increase—experiencing
incredible pain and hardship right now. If
you’ve been laid off your job, if you’ve lost your
home, then, you know, right now is very tough.
But we’re providing help along the way. That’s
why we put a housing program in place; that’s
why we’re going to be announcing additional
steps to help small businesses.

But if we are keeping focused on all the fun-
damentally sound aspects of our economy, all
the outstanding companies, workers, all the in-
novation and dynamism in this economy, then
we’re going to get through this. And I’m very
confident about that.

All right? Thank you, guys. Appreciate it.
Have a good weekend.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:31 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re-

ferred to Lawrence H. Summers, Director,
National Economic Council.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 14, 2009

I’ve often said that I don’t believe govern-
ment has the answer to every problem or that
it can do all things for all people. We are a na-
tion built on the strength of individual initia-
tive. But there are certain things that we can’t
do on our own. There are certain things only
government can do. And one of those things is
ensuring that the foods we eat and the medi-
cines we take are safe and don’t cause us harm.
That’s the mission of our Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and it is a mission shared by our
Department of Agriculture and a variety of
other agencies and offices at just about every
level of government. 

The men and women who inspect our foods
and test the safety of our medicines are chem-
ists and physicians, veterinarians and pharma-
cists. It’s because of the work they do each and
every day that the United States is one of the
safest places in the world to buy groceries at a
supermarket or pills at a drugstore. Unlike cit-
izens of so many other countries, Americans
can trust that there is a strong system in place
to ensure that the medications we give our
children will help them get better, not make
them sick, and that a family dinner won’t end
in a trip to the doctor’s office. 

But in recent years, we’ve seen a number of
problems with the food making its way to our
kitchen tables. In 2006, it was contaminated
spinach. In 2008, it was Salmonella in peppers
and possibly tomatoes. And just this year, bad
peanut products led to hundreds of illnesses
and cost nine people their lives, a painful re-
minder of how tragic the consequences can be
when food producers act irresponsibly and
Government is unable to do its job. Worse,
these incidents reflect a troubling trend that’s
seen the average number of outbreaks from
contaminated produce and other foods grow
to nearly 350 a year, up from 100 a year in the
early 1990s.

Part of the reason is that many of the laws
and regulations governing food safety in

America have not been updated since they
were written in the time of Teddy Roosevelt.
It’s also because our system of inspection and
enforcement is spread out so widely among so
many people that it’s difficult for different
parts of our Government to share information,
work together, and solve problems. And it’s al-
so because the FDA has been underfunded
and understaffed in recent years, leaving the
agency with the resources to inspect just 7,000
of our 150,000 food processing plants and
warehouses each year. That means roughly
95% of them go uninspected. 

That is a hazard to public health. It is
unacceptable, and it will change under the
leadership of Dr. Margaret Hamburg, whom I
am appointing today as Commissioner of the
Food and Drug Administration. From her
research on infectious disease at the National
Institutes of Health to her work on public
health at the Department of Health and
Human Services to her leadership on
biodefense at the Nuclear Threat Initiative,
Dr. Hamburg brings to this vital position not
only a reputation of integrity but a record of
achievement in making Americans safer and
more secure. Dr. Hamburg was one of the
youngest people ever elected to the National
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Medicine.
And her two children have a unique
distinction of their own. Their birth
certificates feature her name twice, once as
their mother and once as New York City
health commissioner. In that role, Dr.
Hamburg brought a new life to a demoralized
agency, leading an internationally recognized
initiative that cut the tuberculosis rate by
nearly half and overseeing food safety in our
Nation’s largest city. 

Joining her as Principal Deputy Commis-
sioner will be Dr. Joshua Sharfstein. As Balti-
more’s health commissioner, Dr. Sharfstein
has been recognized as a national leader for
his efforts to protect children from unsafe
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over-the-counter cough and cold medications.
And he’s designed an award-winning program
to ensure that Americans with disabilities had
access to prescription drugs. 

Their critical work, and the critical work of
the FDA they lead, will be part of a larger effort
taken up by a new food safety working group I
am creating. This working group will bring to-
gether Cabinet Secretaries and senior officials
to advise me on how we can upgrade our food
safety laws for the 21st century, foster coordina-
tion throughout government, and ensure that
we are not just designing laws that will keep the
American people safe, but enforcing them. And
I expect this group to report back to me with
recommendations as soon as possible. 

As part of our commitment to public health,
our Agriculture Department is closing a loop-
hole in the system to ensure that diseased cows
don’t find their way into the food supply. And
we are also strengthening our food safety sys-
tem and modernizing our labs with a billion dol-
lar investment, a portion of which will go to-
ward significantly increasing the number of
food inspectors, helping ensure that the FDA

has the staff and support they need to protect
the food we eat.

In the end, food safety is something I take se-
riously, not just as your President, but as a par-
ent. When I heard peanut products were being
contaminated earlier this year, I immediately
thought of my 7-year-old daughter, Sasha, who
has peanut butter sandwiches for lunch proba-
bly three times a week. No parent should have
to worry that their child is going to get sick from
their lunch, just as no family should have to
worry that the medicines they buy will cause
them harm. Protecting the safety of our food
and drugs is one of the most fundamental re-
sponsibilities Government has, and with the
outstanding team I am announcing today, it is a
responsibility that I intend to uphold in the
months and years to come.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4 p.m. on March 13 in the Red Room at
the White House for broadcast on March 14.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 13 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on March 14.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of
Brazil and an Exchange With Reporters
March 14, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Sorry to
make you guys work on a Saturday. The Presi-
dent and I just had a wonderful meeting. I have
been a great admirer of Brazil and a great ad-
mirer of the progressive, forward-looking lead-
ership that President Lula has shown through-
out Latin America and throughout the world.

We have a very strong friendship between
the two countries, but we can always make it
stronger, and in areas like energy and biofuels,
in the interest in increasing the standards of liv-
ing in impoverished countries throughout Latin
America, expanding trade relationships, you
know, the President and I had a wonderful
meeting of the minds.

And I’m grateful that he took the time to visit
with us. We intend to have a host of meetings at
a ministerial level in the coming days and
weeks, both in preparation of—for the G–20, to

coordinate our activities to strengthen global
economic growth; also in anticipation of the
Summit of the Americas that will be taking
place in April, so that we can have a proactive
strategy that uses the strength of the U.S.-Bra-
zilian relationship to strengthen ties throughout
the hemisphere. So I’m very grateful to him for
taking the time to visit, and I’m looking forward
to reciprocating in a visit to Brazil sometime
soon.

President Lula da Silva. First of all, I’d like to
say that we have shown very good relations be-
tween the U.S. and Brazil.

Secondly, I mention the importance of Presi-
dent Obama’s election, what it represents to the
world and especially to Latin America.

The third issue that we discussed is the eco-
nomic crisis that the world is facing today. Pres-
ident Obama and myself are truly convinced
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that the economic crisis can be resolved by po-
litical decisions that could be made on the G–
20 meeting.

We need to restore credibility, vis-a-vis soci-
ety, with the financial system. We need to re-
store credibility and trust of the people, vis-a-
vis the governments, and for that we need to
make credit flowing and pouring in all coun-
tries and also to facilitate trade flow amongst
different countries. And we will work together
to build a proposal for the G–20 meeting. I be-
lieve that is extremely important, that all the
rulers and leaders that will participate in the
G–20 meeting should be convinced that we
have to make more quicker decisions.

That is to say, the number of unemployed
people are increasing in the world, and the un-
employed of today is a social problem of to-
morrow. Because—we have to take care of this
issue very seriously because we already see mi-
grant workers facing many problems in differ-
ent countries.

We also discussed other matters that are of
common interest in the U.S.-Brazil relations.
The possibility for us to do some joint work
vis-a-vis Africa, to try to establish a develop-
ment policy for Latin America, and mainly to
strengthen our relations and what has to do
with biofuels. And I also believe that President
Obama carries the responsibility and has a
unique and exceptional position to improve
the relationships with Latin America. 

And I told President Obama that I know it
won’t be easy, but we should try to reopen the
Doha round negotiations. And I also told Pres-
ident Obama, that in the public rallies that I
have in Brazil, that I tell to the Brazilian peo-
ple, I’m praying more for him than I pray for
myself. Because with just 40 days in office, to
suffer and to face such a terrible crisis the U.S.
is facing today, I don’t want to be in his posi-
tion. [Laughter]

President Obama. Well, I tell you what, you
sound like you’ve been talking to my wife.
[Laughter]

We’re going to call on a couple of reporters.
I’m going to start with Mark Knoller at CBS
Radio.

U.S. Government Securities/U.S. Financial
Markets

Q. Yes, Mr. President. China’s Premier is
worried about the trillion dollars his Govern-
ment has invested in U.S. Government securi-
ties. He wants a guarantee. Is there something
you can say to him to allay his concerns?

And, President Lula, your Government also
has investments in U.S. Government securi-
ties. Are you worried about them as well?

President Obama. Well, I think that there’s
a reason why even in the midst of this econom-
ic crisis you’ve seen actual increases in invest-
ment flows here into the United States. I think
it’s a recognition that the stability not only of
our economic system, but also our political
system, is extraordinary.

And so I think that not just the Chinese
Government, but every investor, can have ab-
solute confidence in the soundness of invest-
ments in the United States. And that is not just
in U.S.-issued Treasury notes, but also in the
private sector and the commerce and the in-
dustry that has made this the most dynamic
economy in the world.

There was a question directed to President
Lula.

President Lula da Silva. I believe that we do
have a concern. What is the basic concern? As
the money from the emerging countries,
there’s some flight to buy Treasury bonds in
countries like the U.S., then we’ll have less
money in our domestic market, so that we can
put to work industrial sector. This is a problem
that we will have to discuss at the G–20 meet-
ing.

I say every day, Brazil was the last country
to be affected by the crisis, but we also have
the possibility to be one of the first countries
to resolve and get out of the crisis. We’re not
facing any problem in our financial system.
Maybe we can face some problems with our
exports and with a credit crunch. But the truth
of the matter is that money has vanished, and
if we don’t make credit supply flowing again,
then yes, the crisis could deepen in our coun-
tries. So that’s why I believe it’s urgent to rees-
tablish credit supply in the world.
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Energy/Alternative Fuel Sources/Trade

Q. I have a question for President Lula and a
question for President Obama. President Lula
said that during their meeting they talked about
energy, President Obama talked about a possi-
ble partnership for energy within the hemi-
sphere. So the question I have is, can’t this part-
nership get off balance? Because there’s a lot of
interest in the future of Brazilian oil; however,
Brazilians do not understand today how come
that a fuel that is a clean fuel, that is renewable
fuel can’t reach the U.S. market because of du-
ties, whereas the same product, essential clean
fuel, in the United States gets incentives. And
where would be the balance between these two
issues?

President Obama. Is that directed at me?
Well, look, I think Brazil has shown extraordi-
nary leadership when it comes to biofuels. And
I’ve been a great admirer of the steps that have
been taken by President Lula’s Government in
pursuing biofuels and developing them. And
that’s—this is an investment that Brazil has
made for a very long time.

My policies coming into this administration
have been to redouble efforts here in the Unit-
ed States to pursue a similar path of clean ener-
gy development. And I think we have a lot to
learn from Brazil.

As I mentioned to President Lula, I think
that we have the potential to exchange ideas,
technology to build on the biodiesel coopera-
tion structure that we’ve already established. I
know that the issue of Brazilian ethanol coming
into the United States has been a source of ten-
sion between the two countries. It’s not going to
change overnight, but I do think that as we con-
tinue to build exchanges of ideas, commerce,
trade around the issue of biodiesel, that over
time this source of tension can get resolved.

President Lula da Silva. This is the very first
meeting that we have between the Brazilian ad-
ministration and President Obama’s administra-
tion to discuss this issue. Actually, my answer is
built in your question. I can’t also understand
while the world is concerned with climate
change and with carbon emissions that bring
greenhouse effect—[inaudible]—fuel is—gets
tariffs and clean fuel is—also gets tariffs. I have

discussed this already with Angela Merkel, with
Tony Blair when he was Prime Minister, with
President of France Sarkozy, with former Presi-
dent Bush.

I never expect an immediate answer; this is a
process. As times goes by, Brazil is proving that
biofuel is an extraordinary alternative. And
slowly the countries will be convinced of this.
And slowly other countries will join the biofuel
effort. That’s what I believe in.

A seminar will be held in New York City on
Monday, where I will attend, and this will be a
strong issue that will be discussed there. I talk-
ed with President Obama about the possibility
for us to build partnerships and—with third-
party countries, especially a joint project with
the African Continent. And things will move
forward as people start changing. No one can
change overnight, in terms of their energy ma-
trix. Thank God for 30 years Brazil has already
control—technological control and know-how
on this issue.

And when President Obama comes to visit
Brazil, I’m going to ask him to get inside a car
that is run by a flex-fuel engine, and he will feel
very comfortable.

President Obama. I actually had a flex-fuel
vehicle. But one of the problems here in the
United States is, is that we don’t have enough
gas stations that have biofuels in them. So that’s
one of the areas that we need to change, our
distribution networks here in the United States.

We’ve got Jeff Mason [Reuters]?

Upcoming G–20 Meeting/Global Financial
Markets

Q. Yes, sir, right here. Mr. President and Mr.
President, you mentioned the G–20. Do you in-
tend to work together on moves related to fiscal
stimulus? Did you ask the President to join the
side of the U.S. in pushing for fiscal stimulus
over financial regulation? And, Mr. President,
do you side with the Europeans or with the U.S.
on that issue?

President Obama. Jeff, I’m glad you gave me
the opportunity to address this. I don’t know
where this notion has emerged that somehow
there are sides developing with respect to the
G–20. They’re not emerging from Tim Geith-
ner, they’re not coming from Larry Summers,
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and they’re not coming from me. So unless
you have some secret source in the administra-
tion, if you will follow the track of this story-
line, it is completely contrary to what our poli-
cies are.

Look, this is not a either/or question; this is
a both/and question. We do believe that it is
important for all countries around the world to
step in and figure out how we can ensure that
we are compensating for the drastic contrac-
tion in global demand. We’re not unique in
that position. Gordon Brown feels the same
way, as does President Hu in China. Kevin
Rudd has taken similar steps in Australia. And
the Europeans have taken some steps with re-
spect to stimulus and increasing global de-
mand.

Not every country is going to do the same
levels. I think it would be useful if we have a
international body that is getting—that is ac-
counting for how much stimulus is taking
place out there, just so that, you know, various
foreign ministries can keep track of what’s
happening with respect to global demand.

But as I’ve said here in this country, and I
will repeat in the G–20, fiscal stimulus is only
one leg in the stool. We have to do financial
regulation, and nobody is going to be a more
vigorous promoter of the need for a reform of
our financial systems. I think most of those ini-
tiatives are going to be taking place in individ-
ual countries, but there’s going to need to be
coordination between the various countries.

And I’ve already spoken to my economic
team, along with Members of Congress, and
I’ve said to the American people, we are going
to be moving very aggressively to make sure
that the systemic risks that exist right now, that
we are dealing with those so that this kind of
crisis will not happen again.

So I can’t be clearer in saying that there are
no sides. This is a phony debate that I think
has been—has evolved over the last few days
in the news cycle. We think that we have to
take a whole range of approaches. Financial
regulation is front and center in terms of issues
that we want to deal with. We also think we’ve
got to see worldwide, concerted action to
make sure that the massive contraction in de-
mand is dealt with.

And then there are going to be other steps
to deal with emerging markets, for example,
and what are we doing to help them get access
to credit, very poor countries—figuring out
how do we make sure that their food supplies
are adequately dealt with.

So there are going to be a host of issues that
we have to deal with. But in my mind, at least,
there is no conflict or contradiction between
the positions of the G–20 countries and how
we’re going to be moving forward. There’s go-
ing to be differences in details. Those are be-
ing worked out right now. I expect to have a
productive meeting.

Sorry to take so long on the answer, but, you
know, Jeff always does this to me.

President Lula da Silva. In Latin America,
that’s not a problem, Mr. President. Presidents
talking too much, it’s not a problem at all, be-
cause we all talk too much. [Laughter] But it’s
very good that you should take into account
the following.

On April the 2d in London, the main lead-
ers of the world would gather, and we cannot
afford going to such a meeting and—just to
discuss whom we should put the blame on. We
have to sit in that roundtable and find a resolu-
tion to the crisis. We all know that we have to
restore credit supply policies in the world. We
have to have a special credit supply for the
poorest countries and the underdeveloped
countries. And that we also have to strengthen
international institutions like the IMF, the
World Bank, and so on.

So we will attend that meeting to make de-
cisions. We are in a large ship and water is
leaking. Now is the time to fix the leaking and
make the economy go back to the tracks. And
there are two key words: reestablish and re-
store credit in the world, and restore trust and
confidence between—amongst the people.
And then from there on we’ll make the deci-
sions. We can have some divergence at some
time, but that belongs—it’s proper to democ-
racy.

I am confident that this crisis is a very deli-
cate one, but at the same time, it is an extraor-
dinary opportunity so that we can prove for
those that elected us that we are capable to
cope with major issues. Every country has to
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go back and start investing in infrastructure, in
housing projects, in education, in health care.

The bottom line is that: what we need. And
I’m sure that that’s President Obama’s concern,
too. And my own concern is to create jobs, to
create income and consumption and that on
the—that it will also—that—unfold and gener-
ate new development.

So I’m very much optimistic. There’s no indi-
vidual way out for a country in this crisis; that
we have to make joint decisions, and that’s why
I will go to London to participate in this discus-
sion.

President Obama. One last question—[inau-
dible].

Trade/Global Financial Markets

Q. [Inaudible]—Mr. President.
President Obama. How are you?
Q. Good, thanks. You both have been criti-

cizing—both of you criticized protectionism
and warning people about the dangers of pro-
tectionism, especially in a crisis time like this
one. However, Brazil refuses to make conces-
sions that the U.S. thinks are important so that
there—some progress can be done at WTO. At
the same time, the U.S. adopts a stimulus pack-
age that prevents Brazilian businesses or com-
panies to participate in projects that are fi-
nanced by the stimulus package. Has there
been any progress made in these two attitudes
so that will give this whole discourse a practical
tone?

President Obama. Well, we discussed this
during the course of our meeting, and we are
going to have our—Foreign Minister of Brazil
and the Secretary of State for the United States,
Senator—Secretary Clinton, discuss these is-
sues in more detail.

I think it is very important for all countries to
recognize that trade is an important engine for
economic growth. I think there’s a natural ten-
dency at a time of economic difficulty—people
losing their jobs, businesses closing—to want to
focus inward and ensure that any sacrifices are
taking place somewhere else, as opposed to
here at home, because people are already going
through tremendous hardships. That’s true in
Brazil; that’s true here in the United States.

But I think that it is important for us to un-
derstand that, ultimately, U.S. businesses will
benefit from our exports, that imports from
Brazil can actually provide us access to products
and services that consumers want here in the
United States. I think the same is true in Brazil,
the same is true worldwide. Our goal should be
to at least not go backwards.

So for example, the “Buy American” provi-
sion that was in our stimulus bill, my adminis-
tration worked actively with our Congress to
make sure that any provision in there did not vi-
olate WTO and will not be interpreted in a way
that violates the WTO. And I’m sure that Presi-
dent Lula is going to be taking similar steps in
Brazil to make sure that we are not moving in
reverse when it comes to world trade.

It may be difficult for us to finalize a whole
host of trade deals in the midst of an economic
crisis like this one, although we have committed
to sitting down with our Brazilian counterparts
to find ways that we can start closing the gap on
the Doha round and other potential trade
agreements.

So I’m optimistic that we’ll be able to make
progress. It may not happen immediately. In
the meantime, we just have to make sure that
we’re sending a message to our respective coun-
tries that, ultimately, job growth, income
growth, building our way out of this economic
crisis doesn’t involve trying to draw a fence
around each respective country, but we all have
to rise together.

President Lula da Silva. Just one thing to
mention, there’s a certain unjustice that you
made in your question towards me. Brazil has
undertaken an immense effort so that we can
reach the Doha round negotiation agreement
still during the Bush administration. Why didn’t
we manage to close the deal if everybody was
agreeing to do so and there’s only a minor di-
vergence between the U.S. and India?

I imagine that that happened because of
electoral reasons. That’s why we didn’t manage
to reach a deal at the Doha round, because Bra-
zil made concessions on industrial products,
and Europe and the U.S. almost managed to
reach market access on agriculture from emerg-
ing—for the emerging markets. And at the end,
we stayed only with two issues: one agricultural
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issue in India, and the other one was the subsi-
dies and the agriculture in the U.S.

I believe that now in the midst of this eco-
nomic crisis, it’s more difficult for us to con-
clude and reach a deal at the Doha round. But
at the same time, I believe that to conclude
the Doha round could be one of the compo-
nents to relieve the poorest or less developed
countries in the world vis-a-vis this crisis.

The U.S. and Brazil trade balance is around
$54 billion. The U.S. exports 26 billion to Bra-
zil, and Brazil exports to the U.S. around 28
billion. So it is clear, for the size of the two
countries, we don’t have much trade flow in
our trade balance between the two countries.
What is the issue? What happens is that every
country just wants to sell. Every country wants
to engage in trade surplus. It’s a two-way
street. It’s not possible that can happen in in-
ternational trade; you sell and buy to keep the
balance.

And we need to strengthen this idea be-
cause protectionism now, in this moment, in
my opinion, would aggravate the economic cri-
sis. If we stop tapping the water in internation-
al trade, it’s like taking out a fish out of water,
and then we’ll lack water. So now we have to
bring more dynamics—[inaudible]. On the
one hand, our domestic economies, and on the
other hand we have to help to make
more—[inaudible]—credit for trade, for inter-
national trade. And I think it’s—this is much
more than—[inaudible].

I hope that the U.S. and Brazil can mature
their thinking and then we can come and ar-
rive on April the 2d in London, and together
with other countries we can present to the
world a solution. Financial system—yes, it
needs regulation; we cannot avoid that. What
will be the size of the regulation? Let’s discuss
it in London. I’m very optimistic.

President Obama. I’m always optimistic,
and I’ve had a wonderful visit with the Presi-
dent, and I’m looking forward to seeing him in
Brazil.

The President’s Visit to Brazil/Brazil-U.S. Re-
lations

Q. When? When?
President Obama. Well, you know, we ha-

ven’t gotten the date yet. I will tell you that be-
cause I’m somebody who grew up in Hawaii, I
felt it was very important that I at least go to
Rio, where I understand the beaches are pret-
ty nice. [Laughter]

Q. Can you start at the Amazon?
President Obama. You know, I would love a

trip to the Amazon. I suspect that the Republi-
can Party would love to see me travel through
the Amazon and maybe get lost for a while.
[Laughter] But I’m not sure what——

Q. We won’t let that happen.
President Obama. We don’t know how long

we’ll be able to stay, but this will just be the
first visit. Hopefully it will be visits that are re-
peated in the future. So—but we’ve had a
wonderful visit. I can tell that the relationship
between our two countries is only going to get
stronger.

Thank you. Appreciate it. Thank you, every-
body.

NOTE: The President’s spoke at 12:17 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, the he referred to Secretary of the
Treasury Timothy F. Geithner; Lawrence H.
Summers, Director, National Economic
Council; Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the
United Kingdom; Prime Minister Kevin M.
Rudd of Australia; and Minister of Foreign
Relations Celso Luiz Nunes Amorim of Brazil.
President Lula da Silva referred to Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany; former Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom,
Quartet Representative in the Middle East;
and former President George W. Bush. A re-
porter referred to Premier Wen Jiabao of Chi-
na. President Lula da Silva and a reporter
spoke in Portuguese, and their remarks were
translated by an interpreter.
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Remarks to Small-Business Owners and Community Lenders
March 16, 2009

The President. Thank you very much. First of
all, Marco, thank you for the wonderful intro-
duction. I don’t know if people heard properly
here, but this is a all-natural health food restau-
rant in Philly. [Laughter] So I asked him what
was the equivalent at his shop for a cheesesteak.
[Laughter] And he described for me—what was
it, a chicken——

Marco Lentini. It’s our chicken Italiano.
[Laughter] It’s a chicken cutlet, spinach Floren-
tine, sharp provolone, all on an Italian ciabatta
bread. [Laughter]

The President. Right. So I wanted to know if
there was whiz on that. [Laughter] And he said
no. [Laughter]

But Marco is an example of what small busi-
ness is all about. And I think Cynthia is an ex-
ample of what community banks are doing all
across the country, partnering with small busi-
nesses in order to create jobs and opportunity
and entrepreneurship that’s been the driving
force in our economy for so very long.

So I thank all of you, particularly the small
businesses and community bankers who are
here today. And I thank the two of you, as well
as some of the other entrepreneurs that we met,
and bankers that we met, before this public
event. Thank you for sharing your stories.

I also want to thank the chair and ranking
member of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, Senators Mary
Landrieu and Olympia Snowe. Please give them
a big round of applause. As well as the chair and
ranking member of the House Committee on
Small Business, Congresswoman Nydia
Velazquez and Congressman Sam Graves, who
are here as well. I want to thank them publicly
for being here, but also so much of the good
work that our proposals today are building on
has to do with the vigilance that they’ve shown
on their committees. So we very much appreci-
ate that.

Now, before I talk about the new steps that
we’re taking to get credit flowing to small busi-
nesses across our country, I do want to com-
ment on the news about executive bonuses at
AIG. I think some of you have heard a little bit

about this over the last few days. This is a cor-
poration that finds itself in financial distress due
to recklessness and greed. Under these circum-
stances, it’s hard to understand how derivative
traders at AIG warranted any bonuses, much
less $165 million in extra pay. I mean, how do
they justify this outrage to the taxpayers who
are keeping the company afloat?

In the last 6 months, AIG has received sub-
stantial sums from the U.S. Treasury. And I’ve
asked Secretary Geithner to use that leverage
and pursue every single legal avenue to block
these bonuses and make the American taxpay-
ers whole. I want everybody to be clear that
Secretary Geithner has been on the case. He’s
working to resolve this matter with the new
CEO, Edward Liddy—who, by the way, every-
body needs to understand came on board after
the contracts that led to these bonuses were
agreed to last year.

But I think Mr. Liddy and certainly every-
body involved needs to understand this is not
just a matter of dollars and cents, it’s about our
fundamental values. All across the country,
there are people who are working hard and
meeting their responsibilities every single day,
without the benefit of Government bailouts or
multimillion dollar bonuses. You’ve got a bunch
of small-businesspeople here who are struggling
just to keep their credit line open, that they are
foregoing pay, as one of our entrepreneurs talk-
ed about; they are in some cases mortgaging
their homes and doing a whole host of things
just in order to keep things afloat. All they ask is
that everyone, from Main Street to Wall Street
to Washington, play by the same rules. And that
is an ethic that we have to demand.

And what this situation also underscores is
the need for overall financial regulatory reform,
so we don’t find ourselves in this position again,
and for some form of resolution mechanism in
dealing with troubled financial institutions, so
that we’ve got greater authority to protect
American taxpayers and our financial system in
cases such as this.

Now, we already have resolution authori-
ty—[coughing]—excuse me. I’m choked up
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with anger here—[laughter]. We always—al-
ready have some of that resolution authority
when it comes to a traditional bank. But when
you start getting into AIGs and some of these
other operations that have a whole bunch of
different financial instruments, then we don’t
have all the regulatory power that we need.
And this is something that I expect to work
with Congress to deal with in the weeks and
months to come.

Well, we’re here today to talk about how my
administration can help the millions of small
businesses bearing the brunt of this credit cri-
sis. And Secretary Geithner and I just met
with not only Marco and Cynthia, but a num-
ber of other small-business owners and com-
munity lenders who shared with us experienc-
es that are familiar to so many.

Small businesses are the heart of the Ameri-
can economy. They’re responsible for half of
all private sector jobs, and they create roughly
70 percent of all new jobs in the past decade.
So small businesses are not only job genera-
tors, they’re also at the heart of the American
Dream. After all, these are businesses born in
family meetings around kitchen tables.
They’re born when a worker takes a chance on
her desire to be her own boss. They’re born
when a part-time inventor becomes a full-time
entrepreneur, or when somebody sees a prod-
uct that could be better or a service that could
be smarter, and they think, “Well, why not
me? Let me try it. Let me take my shot.”
That’s Marco’s story, which he just shared with
us.

That’s Brian Conrad’s story. When Brian’s
company eliminated his department—Brian is
sitting right there, so I don’t want to embarrass
him here, but it’s a great story—he lost his job,
but he found his calling and started, you know,
doing all kinds of work on a restaurant called
the Blue Monkey, which now employs some
40 people in Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley. 

That’s Carmen Jones’s story. Carmen is over
there. Carmen was disabled in an accident a
few years ago. And in facing personal trials,
she discovered a reservoir of strength and an
untapped market. So today, she helps compa-
nies advertise and sell their services to people
living with disabilities.

Now, this is America’s story, a place where
we believe all things are possible, where we
are limited only by our willingness to take a
chance and work hard to achieve our dreams.
But today, too many entrepreneurs can’t ac-
cess the capital to start, operate, or grow their
business. Too many dreams are being deferred
or denied by a form letter canceling a line of
credit.

And this is a consequence of the credit cri-
sis, which began when some banks bundled
and sold mortgages in complex ways to hide
risk and avoid responsibility. The collapse of
these mortgage-backed securities and other
complex financial instruments froze the credit
markets, including the markets that helped
small businesses access loans to cover payroll,
to purchase supplies, or to expand in ways that
create new jobs.

So, and I think it’s important just to take a
moment to understand: Here’s how these mar-
kets work. A community bank like the one run
by Cynthia offers an entrepreneur like Marco
a loan to open up a restaurant. Before this cri-
sis, Cynthia had two options. Her bank could
hold the loan and receive regular payments
from Marco as he pays back the amount that
he borrowed plus interest. But another option
was the bank could also sell part of the loan as
an asset to a larger bank or to an investor. And
that means that her bank could then use these
new funds for more business loans and auto
loans and home loans and student loans.

That’s why this secondary market—Cyn-
thia’s ability to resell loans—is so important: It
means banks can offer small businesses and
families more credit because the bank has
more money on hand. If Cynthia could get
that $11 million that—of SBA loans that she
currently holds in her portfolio, if she can get
that into the secondary market, that’s now $11
million that she can make work back in her
community.

Today, unfortunately, there aren’t nearly as
many secondary buyers for these kinds of
loans, even when they’re guaranteed by the
Small Business Administration. So community
banks cannot bring in the funds necessary to
provide as many loans. And as a result, we’ve
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seen a precipitous drop in lending to small busi-
ness.

The SBA typically guarantees $20 billion in
loans annually. But this year, lending may fall
below $10 billion. Even businesses with impec-
cable credit can’t access loans.

So entrepreneurs and their employees pay an
enormous price. But the whole country pays a
price as well, because less lending leads to few-
er jobs and lower spending, which leads to less
lending, a vicious cycle that delays our recovery.
And small businesses don’t just provide jobs,
they provide the innovations that help us lead in
the global economy.

Smaller companies produce 13 times more
patents per employee than large companies.
Now, think about it. Hewlett-Packard began in
a garage—it was a small business. Google began
as a research project—small business. The first
Apple computers were built by hand one at a
time—small business. McDonald’s started with
one restaurant—Marco, I know you’ve got
ideas—[laughter]—small business.

Our recovery in the present and our prosper-
ity in the future depend upon the success of
America’s small businesses and entrepreneurs.
And that’s why my administration has already
taken aggressive action on their behalf. My re-
covery plan, as has already been noted, raises
the guarantees on SBA loans to 90 percent and
eliminates costly fees for borrowers and lenders
that can be too costly in a recession. And these
changes are being implemented now, fulfilling a
campaign promise that I made. The recovery
plan also includes a series of tax cuts for small
businesses and tax incentives to encourage in-
vestments in small businesses. And the Trea-
sury Department has launched the Consumer
and Business Lending Initiative to help un-
freeze the credit markets.

I’ve also proposed, as part of my budget, that
we reduce to zero the capital gains tax for in-
vestments in small or startup businesses, ex-
panding and making permanent one of the tax
cuts in the recovery plan. And my budget, as
part of our health care reform efforts, calls for
tax credits and other assistance to help small
businesses offer coverage to their workers.

So we’ve already done a lot, but we’ve got to
do more. And none of these steps will be effec-

tive unless we unlock the credit markets that
are denying small businesses the loans they
need to grow.

Therefore, as part of my financial stability
plan, the Treasury Department will begin pur-
chasing up to $15 billion of SBA loans through
the Troubled Asset Relief Program or TARP.
We will immediately unfreeze the secondary
market for SBA loans and increase the liquidity
of community banks. Cynthia’s bank is going to
be able to sell those $11 million in loans so that
she’s got more money to lend. 

So with this action, any lender that provides
SBA small-business loans will have a buyer for
those loans. And in turn, community banks will
no longer have to choose between providing
loans to creditworthy small businesses and
maintaining the required capital and liquidity.

Now, this plan is the latest step—but by no
means the last step—in our ongoing efforts to
stabilize the financial markets on behalf of busi-
nesses and consumers. We’ll be outlining fur-
ther steps on behalf of small businesses in the
weeks and months ahead. And we will continue
to do whatever is necessary to lead this econo-
my out of recession and lay the foundation for
long-term prosperity.

That’s what the small-business owners in this
room expect us to do. They’re folks like John
Wilson, the president and part owner of a small
business in Raleigh, North Carolina. He wrote
to me a few weeks ago and participated in the
meeting we just held.

And John’s business, N.C. Design Group,
sells cabinets and interior design services. And
not surprisingly, it’s been a tough year. Sales
have fallen by half. And keep in mind, John had
previously doubled what had started off as a
very small business, to the point where he’s pro-
viding a living for—it was up to 40—48 people.
And John did all that he could to save loans.
The owners, including John, have taken no
compensation, but they had to reduce the size
of their company from 48 employees to 34. And
John just told the group of us that he personally
took the time to speak to each and every person
that he had to lay off. And I don’t think he
minds me sharing that he cried each time he
did it, because it’s a hard thing when somebody
is working hard and committed to helping you
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build your business, you having to lay them
off.

And now, even though they’ve never been
late on a payment to the bank, they’re having
trouble keeping a credit line. It’s putting his
small business—and the 34 jobs left—in jeop-
ardy.

Now, John is not looking for a handout, he’s
looking for the opportunity to succeed. And he
said it best himself in his letter, and I’m quot-
ing from the letter here: “Small businesspeo-
ple are incredibly resilient and resourceful giv-
en half a chance,” he said. “But we need the
chance.”

Well, I want to say to John and to every
American running a small business or hoping
to run a small business one day: You deserve a
chance. America needs you to have that

chance. And as President, I will continue to do
everything in my power to ensure that you
have the opportunity to contribute to your
community, to our economy, and to the future
of the United States of America.

Thank you, everybody. Thank you. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:29 p.m. in
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Marco Lentini, founder
and president, Avanti Food Corporation/Gia
Pronto, who introduced the President; Cyn-
thia L. Blankenship, vice chairman and chief
operations officer, Bank of the West; Brian
Conrad, owner, Blue Monkey Sports Restau-
rant; and Carmen D. Jones, founder and presi-
dent, Solutions Marketing Group.

Remarks on the 20th Anniversary of the Department of Veterans Affairs
March 16, 2009

Thank you very much. To Jim Benson for
helping to organize this; for Mahdee for your
service to our country, a pledge of allegiance
that you’ve shown in your own commitment to
protecting this country; and obviously, to Sec-
retary Shinseki: It is an honor to join you and
the hard-working public servants here at the
Department of Veterans Affairs as we mark a
milestone in the distinguished history of this
Department. 

You know, 20 years ago, on the day the Vet-
erans Administration was officially elevated to
a Cabinet-level agency and renamed the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, a ceremony was
held to swear in the Administrator of the old
entity as Secretary of the new one. And in his
remarks that day, President George H.W.
Bush declared that the mission of this agency
is, quote, “so vital that there’s only one place
for the veterans of America: in the Cabinet
Room, at the table with the President of the
United States of America.” And I could not
agree more. 

I could not be more pleased that Eric Shin-
seki has taken a seat at that table. Throughout
his long and distinguished career in the Army,
Secretary Shinseki won the respect and admi-
ration of our men and women in uniform be-

cause they’ve always been his highest priority,
and he has clearly brought that same sense of
duty and commitment to the work of serving
our veterans.

As he knows, it’s no small task. This Depart-
ment has more than a quarter of a million em-
ployees across America, and its services range
from providing education and training bene-
fits, health care and home loans, to tending
those quiet places that remind us of the great
debt we owe and remind me of the heavy re-
sponsibility that I bear. It’s a commitment that
lasts from the day our veterans retire that uni-
form to the day that they are put to rest and
that continues on for their families. 

Without this commitment, I might not be
here today. After all, my grandfather enlisted
after Pearl Harbor and went on to march in
Patton’s army. My grandmother worked on a
bomber assembly line while he was gone. My
mother was born at Fort Leavenworth while
he was away. When my grandfather returned,
he went to college on the GI bill, bought his
first home with a loan from the VHA, moved
his family west, all the way to Hawaii, where
he and my grandmother helped to raise me.

And I think about my grandfather whenever
I have the privilege of meeting the young men
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and women who serve in our military today.
They are our best and brightest, and they’re our
bravest: enlisting in a time of war, enduring tour
after tour of duty, serving with honor under the
most difficult circumstances, and making sacri-
fices that many of us cannot begin to imagine.
The same can be said of their families, as my
wife Michelle has seen firsthand during visits to
military bases across this country. We don’t just
deploy our troops in a time of war, we deploy
their families too. 

So while the mission of this Department is al-
ways vital, it is even more so during long and
difficult conflicts like those that we’re engaged
in today. Because when the guns finally fall si-
lent and the cameras are turned off and our
troops return home, they deserve the same
commitment from their Government as my
grandparents received. 

Last month, I announced my strategy for
ending the war in Iraq. And I made it very clear
that this strategy would not end with the mili-
tary plans and diplomatic agendas, but would
endure through my commitment to upholding
our sacred trust with every man and woman
who has served this country. And the same
holds true for our troops serving in Afghanistan.

The homecoming we face over the next year
and a half will be the true test of this commit-
ment: whether we will stand with our veterans
as they face new challenges—physical, psycho-
logical, and economic—here at home.

I intend to start that work by making good on
my pledge to transform the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for the 21st century. That’s an ef-
fort that, under Secretary Shinseki’s leadership,
all of you have already begun conducting a thor-
ough review of your operations all across this
agency. And I intend to support this effort not
just with words of encouragement, but with re-
sources. And that’s why the budget I sent to
Congress increases funding for this Depart-
ment by $25 billion over the next 5 years.

With this budget, we don’t just fully fund our
VA health care program, we expand it to serve
an additional 500,000 veterans by 2013, to pro-
vide better health care in more places, and to
dramatically improve services related to mental
health and injuries like Posttraumatic Stress
Disorder and traumatic brain injury. We also

invest in the technology to cut redtape and ease
the transition from active duty. And we provide
new help for homeless veterans, because those
heroes have a home; it’s the country they
served, the United States of America. And until
we reach a day when not a single veteran sleeps
on our Nation’s streets, our work remains unfin-
ished. Now—[applause].

Finally, in this new century, it’s time to heed
the lesson of history, that our returning veterans
can form the backbone of our middle class, by
implementing a GI bill for the 21st century. I
know you’re working hard under a tough dead-
line, but I am confident that we will be ready
for August 1st. And that’s how we’ll show our
service men and women that when you come
home to America, America will be here for you.
That’s how we will ensure that those who have
borne the battle, and their families, will have
every chance to live out their dreams. 

I’ve had the privilege of meeting so many of
these heroes. And some of the most inspiring
are those that I’ve met in places like Walter
Reed, young men and women who’ve lost a
limb or even their ability to take care of them-
selves, but who never lose the pride they feel
for their country. And that is, after all, what led
them to wear the uniform in the first place,
their unwavering belief in the idea of America:
That no matter where you come from, what you
look like, who your parents are, this is a place
where anything is possible, where anyone can
make it, where we take care of each other and
look out for each other, especially for those
who’ve sacrificed so much for this country.

These are the ideals that generations of
Americans have fought for and bled for and
died for. These are the ideals at the core of your
mission, a mission that dates back before our
founding, one taken up by our first President
years before he took office, back when he
served as Commander in Chief of the Conti-
nental Army. Then-General Washington fought
tirelessly to support the veterans of America’s
Revolutionary War. Such support, he argued,
should “never be considered as a pension or
gratuity. . .”—rather—“. . . it was the price of
their blood,” and of our independence; “. . . it is,
therefore,” he said, “more than a common debt,
it is a debt of honor”—a debt of honor.
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Washington understood that caring for our
veterans was more than just a way of thanking
them for their service. He recognized the obli-
gation is deeper than that, that when our fel-
low citizens commit themselves to shed blood
for us, that binds our fates with theirs in a way
that nothing else can. And in the end, caring
for those who have given their fullest measure
of devotion to us—and for their families—is a
matter of honor, as a nation and as a people. 

That’s a responsibility you hold; that’s the
work that you do, repaying that debt of honor,
a debt we can never fully discharge. And I
know it’s not always easy. I know there’s much
work ahead to transform this agency for the
21st century. But I have the fullest confidence

that with Secretary Shinseki’s leadership, and
with the hard work of the men and women of
this Department, we will fulfill our sacred
trust and serve our returning heroes as well as
they’ve served us. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. Thank you, ev-
erybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. at the
Veterans Affairs Department. In his remarks,
he referred to James R. Benson, public affairs
specialist, and Mahdee Sabir, program special-
ist, Department of Veterans Affairs; and for-
mer Secretary of Veterans Affairs Edward J.
Derwinski.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
March 17, 2009

Hello, everybody. Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Green tie, not bad, huh? Conrad didn’t get the
memo. You didn’t, either.

Good morning. With the budget commit-
tees hard at work this week, I wanted to meet
with Chairman Conrad and Chairman Spratt
to talk about the progress they’re making on
this budget resolution. 

Because these are no ordinary times, I don’t
just view this budget document as numbers on
a page or a laundry list of programs, I see it as
a economic blueprint for our future, a founda-
tion on which to build a recovery that lasts. 

Now, this budget does not attempt to solve
every problem or address every issue. Because
of the massive deficit we inherited and the
enormous costs of this financial crisis, we have
made some tough choices that will cut our def-
icit in half by the end of my first term and re-
duce it by $2 trillion over the next decade.
That will bring discretionary spending for do-
mestic programs as a share of the economy to
its lowest level in nearly half a century.

What we will not cut back, however, are
those investments that are directly linked to
our long-term prosperity. As I said last week,
we can’t go back to a bubble economy, an
economy based on reckless speculation and
spending beyond our means, on bad credit and
inflated home prices, and some of the shenani-

gans that have been taking place on Wall
Street. Such activity does not lead to the cre-
ation of lasting wealth. It leads to the illusion
of prosperity, and as we’re finding out, it hurts
us all in the end. 

And that’s why this budget makes the in-
vestments that will lead to real growth and real
prosperity, investments that will make a differ-
ence in the lives of this generation and future
generations because it makes us more produc-
tive. 

Because so many Americans are just one ill-
ness or medical emergency away from bank-
ruptcy, we have made a historic commitment
to health care reform in this budget, reform
that will finally lower costs for families, busi-
nesses, and State governments; reform that’s
not a luxury, but a necessity if we hope to
bring down the cost of Medicare and Medicaid
so that we can reduce our deficit in the long
run. This is a fight that Kent Conrad and John
Spratt have been fighting for a long time. The
two gentlemen standing with me today,
they’ve been leaders in efforts to get these en-
titlement programs under control, and they
understand that if we don’t solve the problem
of health care costs now, we are not going to
be able to get a handle on entitlements down
the road.
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Because we know that the countries who out-
educate us today will outcompete us tomorrow,
this budget also invests in a complete and com-
petitive education for every American, in early
childhood education programs that work, in
high standards and accountability for our
schools, in rewards for teachers who succeed,
and an affordable college education for anyone
who wants to go. That’s the reason the three of
us are standing here today. None of us were
born with a silver spoon in our mouths, but we
got a great education. And if we combine addi-
tional resources with a commitment to reform,
then I think we can deliver that for every Amer-
ican child.

Because we know that the new jobs and new
industries of tomorrow will involve harnessing
renewable resources—renewable sources of en-
ergy, this budget will finally spark the transfor-
mation we need to create those jobs and those
businesses right here in America. It makes
clean energy the profitable kind of energy, and
it invests in technologies like wind power and
solar power, advanced biofuels, clean coal, fuel-
efficient cars and trucks.

And because millions of Americans are al-
ready struggling under the weight of their
monthly bills and mortgage payments, this bud-
get does not raise the taxes of any family making
less than $250,000 a year by a single dime. In
fact, 95 percent of all working families will re-
ceive a tax cut as a result of our recovery plan. 

Now, there are those who say the plans in
this budget are too ambitious to enact; to say
that—they say that in the face of challenges that
we face, we should be trying to do less than
more. What I say is that the challenges we face
are too large to ignore. The cost of our health
care is too high to ignore. The dependence on
oil is too dangerous to ignore. Our education
deficit is growing too wide to ignore. To kick
these problems down the road for another 4
years or another 8 years would be to continue
the same irresponsibility that led us to this
point. That’s not why I ran for this office. I
didn’t come here to pass on our problems to the
next President or the next generation; I came
here to solve them. 

I know that there are some on Wall Street
and in Washington who’ve said that we should

only focus on the banking crisis and one prob-
lem at a time. Well, we’re spending a lot of time
focusing on this banking crisis, and we will con-
tinue to do so because until we get liquidity
flowing again, we will not fully recover. But the
American people don’t have the luxury of just
focusing on Wall Street. They don’t have the
luxury of choosing to pay either their mortgage
or their medical bills. They don’t get to pick be-
tween paying for their kids’ college tuition and
saving enough money for retirement. They have
to do all these things. They have to confront all
these problems, and as a consequence, so do
we. 

Now, there’s been a lot of discussion about
this budget already, and I hope we engage in a
healthy debate going forward. The challenges
we face are not partisan. We’re going to get
some numbers with respect to the budget that
may make this even tougher in the coming cou-
ple of weeks. The answers don’t have to be par-
tisan, and I welcome and encourage proposals
and improvements from both Democrats and
Republicans in the coming days. 

But the one thing I will say is this: With the
magnitude of the challenges we face right now,
what we need in Washington are not more po-
litical tactics; we need more good ideas. We
don’t need more point-scoring; we need more
problem-solving. So if there are Members of
Congress who object to specific policies and
proposals in this budget, then I ask them to be
ready and willing to propose constructive, alter-
native solutions. If certain aspects of this budget
people don’t think work, provide us some ideas
in terms of what you do. “Just say no” is the
right advice to give your teenagers about drugs.
It is not an acceptable response to whatever
economic policy is proposed by the other party.

The American people sent us here to get
things done. And in this moment of enormous
challenge, they are watching and waiting for us
to lead. Let’s show them that we’re equal to this
task before us. Let’s pass a budget that puts this
Nation on the road to lasting prosperity. I know
Kent Conrad is committed to doing that; John
Spratt is committed to doing that; I’m commit-
ted to doing that. We’re going to need every-
body working together to get this thing done.

All right? Thank you, everybody.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sen. Kent Conrad, chairman, Senate

Budget Committee; and Rep. John M. Spratt,
Jr., chairman, House Committee on the Bud-
get.

Remarks During a Meeting With Prime Minister Brian Cowen of Ireland
and an Exchange with Reporters
March 17, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Happy
St. Patrick’s Day.

I just want to say that we are incredibly hon-
ored to have the Taoiseach here and his entire
team. This is an affirmation of one of the
strongest bonds between peoples that exist in
the world. You know, when you think about
the history of Ireland and the enormous im-
pact it has had on our own history, and the fact
that you’ve had people from Ireland who have
shed blood on behalf of this country’s inde-
pendence and its freedom, that it has had
probably as much impact on our culture and
our traditions as any country on earth.

The bond and the friendship that is felt be-
tween the United States and Ireland is some-
thing that I think everybody understands, but
as Taoiseach just mentioned, we can’t take for
granted and we have to continually build up-
on.

And so this visit gives us an opportunity to
talk about some of the very important bilateral
issues that we face, also to talk about some of
the global issues that both the United States
and Ireland want to take leadership in. We are
grateful for the lasting friendship that exists
between us.

I, personally, take great interest on St. Pat-
rick’s Day because, as some of you know, my
mother’s family can be traced back to Ireland,
and it turns out that I think our first Irish an-
cestor came from the same county that Taoise-
ach once represented. So we may be cousins.
[Laughter] We haven’t sorted that through
yet. But even if by blood we’re not related, by
culture and affinity, by friendship and mutual
interest, we are certainly related. And this
gives us an opportunity to just continue to
strengthen the incredible bonds that we have
between the two countries.

So thank you so much for visiting us.

The President’s Visit to Ireland

Q. Will you visit—President, will you visit
Offaly?

President Obama. I hope so.
Prime Minister Cowen. Well, can I first of

all thank President Obama and Secretary of
State and all his team for the wonderful wel-
come here to the White House. As President
Obama has said, it’s a great tradition here in
the United States for a warm welcome for Ire-
land, and we deeply appreciate that welcome.
And as I said, in area of contribution, since I
came to America over this weekend, this rela-
tionship is based on substance, it’s based on a
very engaged America working with a contem-
porary, modern Ireland, helping to shape our
history at home and helping us to contribute
so much more by reason of our unity of pur-
pose and our common values. And it is a great
day for the Irish in America today, and I’m
very conscious of that.

More than 44 million of our 70 million
diasporas of the world are residing in the
United States of America. And all of us, my
own family, have reason to be very grateful to
this country, and for what it’s done down the
generations further as we’ve progressed and,
thankfully, go home and marry childhood
sweethearts and end up with Taoiseach
coming over here to meet a man whose
forebears, as he said, was in my electoral
district on one occasion. He said we’re not
related, and he looks forward coming to
Offaly, the only thing I can say to him is he’s
not going to share a slate with me over there,
because I can’t compete with this man even in
Offaly. [Laughter] But he would be very, very
welcome.
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And we look forward to an excellent discus-
sion, as I said, on issues of mutual interest. And
we are deeply grateful and appreciative of the
wonderful access that our country is accorded
on this great day for Ireland. And he reminds
us, of course, that we are not simply an island
nation, but a dispersed global family, and no-
where is that more celebrated than in this great
country.

President Obama. Just one last point that I
would like to make, and that is although I think
it’s wonderful that you visited the Oval Office
and Washington, what you’re really missing out
on is the South Side Irish Parade in Chica-
go—[laughter]——

Prime Minister Cowen. I’ve been there.
President Obama. ——which I believe is one

of the great events in America. And it is a lot of
fun. Although as President I don’t think I could
have as much fun as I could before I was Presi-
dent at that parade, because I have press fol-
lowing me all the time.

But, anyway, welcome; thank you so much
for being here. Thank you, guys; appreciate it.
We got to get down to business.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:56 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Prime Minis-
ter Cowen referred to Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Shamrock Presentation Ceremony With
Prime Minister Brian Cowen of Ireland
March 17, 2009

President Obama. Well, happy St. Patrick’s
Day to everybody. I want to welcome Taoiseach
Brian Cowen and his lovely wife on their first
visit to the White House for this wonderful St.
Patrick’s Day tradition. This is the first for both
of us, and with a little bit of luck, I’m sure we’ll
get it right.

We are pleased to be joined by a statesman
who worked as hard as anybody to usher in an
age of peace in Northern Ireland, and that is my
now Middle East envoy—because he’s a glutton
for punishment—Senator George Mitchell. 

I am also proud today to announce that I am
naming a great friend, Dan Rooney, cofounder
of the Ireland Fund, unwavering supporter of
Irish peace and culture and education—not to
mention the owner of the Super Bowl champi-
on Pittsburgh Steelers—as the United States
Ambassador to Ireland. He will be an outstand-
ing representative. 

Just a private note here: Dan is a great friend.
He and his family are as gracious and thought-
ful a group of people as I know, and so I know
that he is just going to do an outstanding job.
And the people of Ireland, I think, will benefit
greatly from him representing the United States
there.

Now, before I turn it over to Taoiseach, it
turns out that we have something in common.

He hails from County Offaly. And it was
brought to my attention on the campaign that
my great-great-great- grandfather on my moth-
er’s side came to America from a small village in
this county as well. We are still speculating on
whether we are related. [Laughter]

I do share, though, a deep appreciation for
the remarkable ties between our nations. I am
grateful to him for his leadership of Ireland.
The bond between our countries could not be
stronger. As somebody who comes from Chica-
go, I know a little bit about Ireland, and the
warmth, the good humor, and the fierce passion
and intelligence of the Irish people is some-
thing that has informed our own culture as well.
And so that’s why this day and this celebration is
so important. 

So with that, what I’d like to do is let Taoise-
ach say a few words. And then I believe he’s got
something to give me. 

Prime Minister Cowen. Well, thank you very
much indeed. Mr. President; Secretary of State;
Senators; distinguished Members of Congress;
members of the Irish delegation; members of
the press; ladies and gentlemen. It’s, well—first
of all, Mary and I would like to thank you, Pres-
ident and First Lady, for your very warm and
gracious welcome to the White House this
morning. Your invitation to me today and to
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host this ceremony honors Ireland and all her
people at home and abroad.

And I want to, in the first instance, greatly
welcome your appointment of Dan Rooney,
and we look forward to Dan and Pat coming to
Ireland. They will be very welcome. They are
regular visitors; they know Ireland so well.
And Dan has been a great personal friend of
mine down the years too, and I really very
much welcome his appointment. And I know
how great an honor it is for his family. 

Can I say, Mr. President, you were saying
you were trying to work out if we’re related or
not. I just want to say that I have checked, and
unfortunately, there are no Kearneys on the
electoral register anymore in my electoral dis-
trict. [Laughter] But if there were, I assure
you, I’d have them on my campaign team.
[Laughter]

I hope, of course, some day to reciprocate
your great hospitality by welcoming you and
Mrs. Obama to Ireland, where we will offer
you the warmest of Irish welcomes, I can as-
sure you.

Mr. President, during your election cam-
paign you captivated the hearts and minds of
millions of people. On the island of Ireland,
across Europe, and across the continent, in-
deed, your story and your message of hope
were truly inspirational and universal in their
appeal. We offer you our warmest congratula-
tions, our good wishes, and our steadfast sup-
port.

Mr. President, St. Patrick’s Day is a time of
joy and pride for all Irish men and women ev-
erywhere. Today when Irish America is bound
together by a green thread woven through the
great cities and into the heartland and length
and breadth of this great country, it is a day,
too, of reflection on our immigrant history, of
our sense of place and of our need to connect. 

St. Patrick, of course, was an immigrant to
our shores. He brought with him the great gift
of faith, and in doing so he changed our coun-
try so much for the better. The Irish, in turn,
brought this message of hope and his values of
generosity around the globe, including to this
great nation.

We are proud of our Irish community in
America, of how they have preserved their

Irish culture and heritage, and how they have
helped build this great country. They have
lived and worked here, and they have succeed-
ed. They’ve enriched Ireland, and they have
enriched America. 

And on this St. Patrick’s Day, in these most
difficult times, we remember the enormous
trials and deprivations experienced by our im-
migrant peoples in times past: times of pover-
ty, oppression, and famine, indeed troubles on
a scale unimaginable to us today. Their
achievements inspire us with the strength of
the human spirit and the certainty that we will
succeed, and that we will manage our way to-
gether to safer and better economic times. 

It is my firm conviction that America’s lead-
ership, your leadership, will be at the heart of
that global resurgence. And every country has
its own pressures and difficulties; we must
each face up to them and to our own prob-
lems. But we also have to stand together in
partnership. In Ireland you will find, Mr. Pres-
ident, the most steadfast of friends. 

Time and again in our history, we have
looked to America for leadership on the long
and often difficult road to peace. At the dark-
est moments, the United States has been a
constant source of hope, a reservoir of sup-
port, and a steady and trusted guide. The con-
tribution of the United States has been im-
measurable. And some of those who played a
central role in our peace process are with us
today, including your Secretary of State, Hill-
ary Clinton, and, of course, our dear friend,
Senator George Mitchell. I wish them well in
their work for peace in the Middle East. And I
know that their work in Ireland will help to
give them the strength and wisdom they will
need in the months and years ahead.

We all know that the process of peace-
building and of reconciliation takes patience
and perseverance. In recent days, an evil, un-
representative, and tiny minority has chal-
lenged the democratic institutions which we
have built together in Ireland. The people of
Ireland, north and south, have risen to that
challenge. They have spoken with one voice.
They have rejected violence and division. They
have stood by peace, reconciliation, democra-
cy, and freedom.
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Mr. President, there is a phrase in the Irish
language—“Is feidir linn”—it may seem famil-
iar. It translates as “Yes you can.” [Laughter] In
that spirit, and in the spirit of friendship be-
tween our two countries, I am pleased to pres-
ent you this bowl of shamrock.

I thank you once more for your kind wel-
come to the White House, and I wish a very
happy St. Patrick’s Day to you, to your family,
and to the American people. Thank you very
much.

President Obama. Well, the—let me try that
again. Is feidir linn?

Prime Minister Cowen. Is feidir linn.
President Obama. Is feidir linn. All right. I

got that. [Laughter] Yes we can. 
I want to thank the Taoiseach and the people

of Ireland for this beautiful bowl of shamrocks.
Not only does it symbolize the deep and endur-
ing bond between our peoples, but it serves as a
hopeful reminder that whatever hardships the
winter may bring, the eternal promise of spring-
time is always around the corner.

Now, the contributions of the Irish to the
American story cannot be overstated. Irish sig-
natures are on our founding documents; Irish
blood has been spilled on our battlefields; Irish
sweat went into building our greatest cities. We
are better for their contributions to our democ-
racy, and we are richer for their art and their lit-
erature, their poetry and their songs.

Rarely in world history has a nation so small
had so large an impact on another. Tens of mil-
lions of Americans trace their roots back to the
Emerald Isles, and on St. Patrick’s Day, many
millions more claim too. [Laughter] On behalf
of them—[laughter]—and all Americans, I
thank the Irish people for this gift and for all
that they’ve contributed to the chronicles and
the character of America.

And I do want to share briefly a few words
about the recent attacks in Northern Ireland.
Almost 11 years ago, the world watched with
wonder as brave men and women found the
courage to see past the scars of generations of
violence and mistrust and come together
around a future of peace. We watched with
hope as the people of Ireland and Northern Ire-
land went to the ballot box and overwhelmingly
endorsed such a peaceful future.

But every peace process is challenged by
those who would seek to destroy it. And no one
ever believed that this extraordinary endeavor
would be any different. And we knew that there
would be setbacks; we knew that there would
be false starts. We knew that the opponents of
peace would trot out the same old tired vio-
lence of the past in hopes that this young agree-
ment would be too fragile to hold.

And the real question was this: When tested,
how would the people of Northern Ireland re-
spond? Now we know the answer: They’ve re-
sponded heroically. They and their leaders on
both sides have condemned this violence and
refrained from the old partisan impulses.
They’ve shown they judge progress by what you
build and not what you tear down. And they
know that the future is too important to cede to
those who are mired in the past.

The thoughts and prayers of Americans ev-
erywhere go out to the families of the fallen.
And I want everyone listening to know this: The
United States will always stand with those who
work towards peace. After seeing former adver-
saries mourning and praying and working to-
gether this week, I’ve never been more confi-
dent that peace will prevail.

Now, today is a day for all the people of
America and Ireland to celebrate our shared
history and our shared future with joy and good
cheer. So I can’t think of a better place to take
the Taoiseach for lunch than the Congress.
[Laughter]

We’ll be—[laughter]—that was good, wasn’t
it?

Prime Minister Cowen. That was good. 
President Obama. You like that? [Laughter]

We’ll be heading there shortly for the annual
Speaker’s St. Patrick’s Day luncheon, a tradition
in which Democrats and Republicans put aside
partisanship and unite around one debate only:
who is more Irish than whom. [Laughter]

So I thanked the Taoiseach in advance for
bringing relative peace to Washington for at
least this day. [Laughter] Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Luncheon 
March 17, 2009

Please, everyone, have a seat. Have a seat.
Have another one of those cookies that’s being
passed around. [Laughter]

Speaker Pelosi, distinguished Members of
the House and Senate, honored guests, the
Taoiseach and his entire delegation, all the ex-
traordinary leaders from Ireland, Northern
Ireland, who are here: Thank you so much for
joining us in this wonderful St. Patrick’s Day
tradition.

As Speaker Pelosi mentioned, this lunch
was begun under Tip O’Neill and Ronald Rea-
gan, two men of Irish stock who loved a good
scrap, but who also knew how to work together
to find common ground and to put the differ-
ences of the day aside in favor of laughter and
good cheer at the end of the day.

In fact, looking at all of you, I’m reminded
of a greeting President Reagan once offered
the guests at this gathering. “On St. Patrick’s
Day,” he said, “you should spend time with
saints and scholars. So I have two more stops
to make.” [Laughter]

But it is—[laughter]—it is wonderful to see
so many wonderful Irish Americans, as well as
so many who wish they were. [Laughter]

People help you discover a lot about your-
self when you’re running for President. As has
been mentioned, it was brought to my atten-
tion last year that my great-great-great-grand-
father on my mother’s side hailed from a small
village in County Offaly. 

Now, when I was a relatively unknown can-
didate for office, I didn’t know about this part
of heritage, which would have been very help-
ful in Chicago. [Laughter] So I thought I was
bluffing when I put the apostrophe after the
O. [Laughter] I tried to explain that “Barack”
was an ancient Celtic name. [Laughter] Tao-
iseach, I hope our efforts today put me on the
path of earning that apostrophe.

And of course, this St. Patrick’s Day seems
different than most because there’s one per-
son missing—as it’s already been men-
tioned—one person who has touched all of us
fortunate enough to walk these halls with his
mentorship and his friendship, the hardest-

working Irish American we know, friend to all,
father to some: Teddy Kennedy. He sends his
best, along with—[applause].

If I may speak seriously for a moment, earli-
er this morning, I mentioned briefly the recent
attacks in Northern Ireland by those who
would seek to challenge a hard-earned peace.
And I told the Taoiseach, not all Americans are
Irish, but all Americans support those who
stand on the side of peace. And this peace will
prevail.

This peace will prevail because the response
of the people of Northern Ireland and their
leaders to these cowardly attacks has been
nothing short of heroic, true profiles in cour-
age. They’ve condemned this violence, re-
frained from the old partisan impulses, made it
absolutely clear that the future is too impor-
tant to cede to those who are mired in the
past. The sight of former adversaries mourning
and praying and working together this week
should inspire us all and strengthen our re-
solve to see that this peace does not falter.

And today we also reflect on the fact that
the past and the future of our nations are for-
ever intertwined. The Irish came to America
with the dream of a better life, but they didn’t
just wait for somebody to hand it to them, they
helped forge the very promise of America: that
success is possible if you’re willing to work
hard for it.

Irish hands have signed our founding docu-
ments and fought in our wars. They’ve helped
build our greatest cities. Through tragedy and
triumph, despite bigotry and hostility, and
against all odds, the Irish created a place for
themselves in the American story. We are a
nation blessed with so many immigrant and
ethnic groups that have contributed to that
story, and in doing so, they helped fashion a
better life for all of us.

Now our challenge tomorrow, and in the
months and years ahead, is to try and remem-
ber some of that spirit of this day, to work to-
gether with a renewed commitment to over-
come the obstacles that stand in our way, and
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toil just as passionately as our forebears to bring
about a better life for all Americans. 

And so to paraphrase some wise Irishman or
woman, may we govern—may we who govern
have the hindsight to know where we’ve been,
the insight to know where we are, and the fore-
sight to know where we are headed. 

Taoiseach, thank you so much for being here,
and your lovely wife and the entire delegation.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all of you. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. at the
U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Brian Cowen of Ireland and his
wife Mary. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of China
March 17, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of section
1512 of the Strom Thurmond National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (Public
Law 105–261), I hereby certify to the Congress
that the export of fine grain graphite to be used
for solar cell applications and for the fabrication
of components used in electronic and semicon-
ductor fabrication, and two dual-motor, dual-
shaft mixers to be used to produce carbon fiber
and epoxy prepregs for the commercial airline

industry is not detrimental to the U.S. space
launch industry, and that the material and
equipment, including any indirect technical
benefit that could be derived from these ex-
ports, will not measurably improve the missile
or space launch capabilities of the People’s Re-
public of China.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 17, 2009.

Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Reception
March 17, 2009

The President. Well, good evening, every-
body. 

Audience members. Good evening!
The President. And welcome to St. Patrick’s

Day at the White House. I notice that the Bos-
ton crowd is a little rambunctious tonight. How
about Chicago? That’s what I’m talking about.
[Laughter] It seems particularly fitting that we
gather tonight in a house that was, after all, de-
signed and built by an Irish architect.

And we’ve had a wonderful day that began by
meeting with a strong friend of the United
States, Taoiseach Brian Cowen, who presented
us with a gift of shamrocks from the people of
Ireland, a symbol of the enduring ties between
our nations and a reminder of the everlasting
promise of spring. And I’m so glad that we’ve
gotten a chance to know him and his lovely wife

Mary, who’ve just been entirely gracious today.
And we’re very grateful to them. As it turns out,
the Taoiseach and I have something in com-
mon—I’ve mentioned this in previous speech-
es—both he and my great-great-great-grandfa-
ther on my mother’s side hail from County Of-
faly. 

And I’ve also had the pleasure of meeting
First Minister Peter Robinson and Deputy First
Minister Martin McGuinness of Northern Ire-
land, two men who have stood together to chart
a historic path towards peace. They are with us
tonight and deserve an extraordinary round of
applause. 

And I’ve just met with Sir Hugh Orde, the
Chief Constable of Northern Ireland’s Police
Service, who is leading the efforts to bring those
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responsible for the recent violence to justice.
And we are grateful for him.

All of us have watched this week as the peo-
ple of Northern Ireland and their leaders have
responded, nothing short of heroically, to
those who would challenge a hard-earned
peace, and the thoughts and prayers of Ameri-
cans everywhere are—go out to the families of
the fallen. And I want everyone listening to
know this: The United States of America will
always stand with those who are working to-
wards peace, and after seeing former adversar-
ies mourning and praying and working togeth-
er, I have never been more confident that this
peace will prevail.

Today served as a solid reminder of just how
deeply woven the ties between our two nations
are. Irish signatures are on the founding docu-
ments; Irish blood has been spilled on our bat-
tlefields; Irish sweat went into the building of
our greatest cities. Tens of millions of Ameri-
cans now trace their roots back to that little is-
land that has made such a large impact on
America and on the world.

For generations, the Irish, along with so
many other immigrant and ethnic groups,
came to America equipped often with nothing
but their faith and an unbending belief that
success was possible for all who were willing to
work for it. That, after all, may be the reason
that Americans identify so strongly with the
story of St. Patrick. It’s the story of believing in
the unseen and of making that belief a reality.

That’s what the Irish did. They struggled to
create a place for themselves in a distant land,
and with a commitment to faith and family and
hard work, they transformed that land in the
process. And even after all the generations of
becoming and being Americans, their descen-
dants have never lost that enduring spirit that
insists they proclaim themselves Irish still.
That same pride was embodied by a man who
once occupied this very house, a man who was
only three generations removed from Ireland.

In the third year of his Presidency, John F.
Kennedy decided to make a trip to his ances-
tral home. One of his aides advised against it,
telling the President, “You’ve got all the Irish
votes in the country that you’ll ever get.”

[Laughter] “If you go to Ireland, people will
say it’s just a pleasure trip.” [Laughter] And
President Kennedy replied, “That’s exactly
what I want”—[laughter]—“a pleasure trip to
Ireland.” [Laughter] 

And while there, he visited the port from
which his great-grandfather embarked for
America. And in an address to the Irish Parlia-
ment and Ireland’s American-born President,
he reflected, as we all have from time to time,
on the role chance plays over the generations
in determining who we become.

I want to read a quote from him. He said,
“If this nation had achieved its present politi-
cal and economic stature a century ago, my
great-grandfather might never have left New
Ross, and I might, if fortunate, be sitting down
there with you,” Kennedy said. “Of course, if
your own President had never left Brooklyn,
he might be standing up here instead of me.”
[Laughter] 

It bears saying that if Patrick Kennedy
hadn’t left County Wexford, or if Thomas
Fitzgerald hadn’t left County Limerick, the
American people might also have been denied
one of the finest public servants of this or any
age, Sir Edward M. Kennedy. Teddy Kennedy
wishes he could be here tonight, but I guaran-
tee this much: The very thought of all of you
gathered here has his eyes smiling, and he ex-
pects you to party. [Laughter]

He has, as much as anyone, reminded us of
what it means to be Irish: that no matter what
hardships may come, there is always joy to be
found in this life; and that through hard work,
tomorrow can be better than any day; that
comfort is found amidst faith and family, love
and laughter, poetry and song.

And tonight, in this room with all of you,
I’m reminded of the words of my favorite poet,
Yeats: “There are no strangers here, only
friends you haven’t met yet.”

Happy St. Patrick’s Day, everybody. God
bless you. 

And with that, I would like to bring to the
podium our honored guest for the evening, the
Taoiseach, our outstanding Prime Minister of
Ireland, Brian Cowen.
268



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 17
NOTE: The President spoke at 7:34 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-

so included the remarks of Vice President Joe
Biden.

Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Reception
March 17, 2009

The President. Thank you, thank you. Thank
you so much. Good evening, everybody. 

Audience members. Good evening!
The President. Welcome to St. Patrick’s Day

at the White House. And it seems particularly
fitting that we gather tonight in a house that
was, after all, designed and built by an Irish ar-
chitect.

I want to thank Joe Biden and Jill Biden for
being such great friends to Michelle and myself.
And Joe is an outstanding Vice President. Jill in-
structs him on how to be an outstanding Vice
President. [Laughter] And Joe’s mother is just a
sweetheart, and so her—you know, we’re all
thinking of her as she gets back on the mend.

We have had a wonderful day that began by
meeting with a strong friend of the United
States, Taoiseach Brian Cowen, who presented
us with gifts of shamrocks from the people of
Ireland, a symbol of the enduring ties between
our nations, and a reminder of the everlasting
promise of spring. And he also brought his won-
derful wife Mary, and she has just been extraor-
dinarily gracious. We are grateful to them. I was
mentioning in the other room, it turns out that
the Taoiseach and I have something in com-
mon. Both he and my great-great-great-grand-
father—[laughter]—on my mother’s side hail
from County Offaly. My great-great-great-
grandfather was a bootmaker there, apparently,
and I have been adopted there. I understand
that I have been invited to a pub there—[laugh-
ter]—to enjoy a pint there. [Laughter] And so
we’re going to take them up on that offer at
some point. 

Audience members. Hey!
President Obama. I also—you can tell these

are my friends because they cheered about the
pint. [Laughter] “Hey!” [Laughter]

Just a side note, you know, Guinness tastes
very different in Ireland. It is much better. You
guys are keeping the good stuff for yourself. It
could start a trade dispute. [Laughter]

I also had the pleasure of meeting First Min-
ister Peter Robinson and Deputy First Minister
Martin McGuinness of Northern Ireland, two
men who have stood together to chart a historic
path towards peace. And they are with us here
tonight and deserve an extraordinary round of
applause. 

I’ve also met with Sir Hugh Orde, the Chief
Constable of Northern Ireland’s Police Servic-
es, who is leading the efforts to bring those re-
sponsible for the recent violence to justice.
We’ve all watched this week as the people of
Northern Ireland and their leaders have re-
sponded nothing short of heroically to those
who would challenge a hard-earned peace, and
the thoughts and prayers of Americans go out to
the families of the fallen. And I want everyone
who is listening to know this: that the United
States of America will always stand with those
who work towards peace. And after seeing for-
mer adversaries mourning and praying and
working together, I have never been more con-
fident that this peace will prevail.

Today serves, as well, as a solid reminder of
just how deeply intertwined, how deeply woven
the ties between our nations are. Irish signa-
tures are on our founding documents; Irish
blood has been spilled on our battlefields; Irish
sweat went into building our greatest cities.
Tens of millions of Americans now trace their
roots back to that little island that has made
such a large impact on America, and I include
myself in that category.

For generations, the Irish, along with so
many other immigrant and ethnic groups, came
to America equipped often with nothing more
than faith and an unbending belief that success
was possible for all who were willing to work
hard for it. And that, after all, may be the reason
Americans identify so strongly with the story of
St. Patrick, the story of believing in the unseen
and of making that belief a reality.
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And that’s what the Irish did in this country.
They struggled to create a place for them-
selves in a distant land. And with a commit-
ment to faith and family and hard work, they
transformed that land in the process. And even
after all the generations of becoming and be-
ing Americans, their descendants have never
lost the enduring spirit that insists on pro-
claiming themselves Irish still. That same
pride was embodied by a man who once occu-
pied this very house and whose portrait is right
outside this door, a man who was only three
generations removed from Ireland.

In the third year of his Presidency, John F.
Kennedy decided to make a trip to his ances-
tral home. And one of his aides advised against
it. The aide said, “You’ve already got all the
Irish votes you want in this country.” [Laugh-
ter] “If you go to Ireland, people will say it’s
just a pleasure trip.” And Kennedy responded,
“That’s exactly what I want”—[laughter]—“a
pleasure trip to Ireland.” That’s what I want
too—[laughter]—but I’m not going to get one
right now. We’ve got a little more work to do.
[Laughter] 

But while he was there, President Kennedy
visited the port from which his great-grandfa-
ther embarked for America. And he addressed
the Irish Parliament, and he reflected, as we
all have from time to time, on the role chance
plays over the generations in determining who
we become.

And he said, “If this nation had achieved its
present political and economic stature a centu-
ry ago, my great-grandfather might never have
left New Ross, and I might, if fortunate, be sit-
ting down there with you,” Kennedy said. “Of
course, if your own President had never left

Brooklyn, he might be standing up here in-
stead of me.” [Laughter]

Of course, it bears saying that if Patrick
Kennedy hadn’t left County Wexford, or if
Thomas Fitzgerald hadn’t left County Limer-
ick, the American people would have been de-
prived of the Presidency of John F. Kennedy,
but also would have been denied one of the
finest public servants of this or any age, and a
great friend of mine and many of yours, Sir
Edward M. Kennedy.

Teddy wishes he could be here tonight, but
I guarantee you this much: The very thought
of all of you gathered here would put a twinkle
in his eye and a smile on his face. He as much
as anyone reminds us of what it means to be
Irish: that no matter what hardships may
come, there’s always joy to be found in this
life; that through hard work, tomorrow can be
better than today; that comfort is found amidst
faith and family, love and laughter, poetry and
song.

And tonight, in this room with all of you, I
am reminded of the words of that great Irish
poet, Yeats: “There are no strangers here, only
friends you haven’t met yet.”

Happy St. Patrick’s Day, everybody. I’d like
now to bring to the podium, the Taoiseach Bri-
an Cowen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:56 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Catherine E. “Jean”
Biden, mother of Vice President Joe Biden.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Vice President Joe Biden. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks on Departure for Costa Mesa, California, and an Exchange With
Reporters
March 18, 2009

President Obama. We’re about—I’m about
to go to California, but I wanted to make sure
that I had a chance to address all of you before
we leave. And we’re going to have a town hall
meeting there in which we’re going to be an-

swering questions from voters about a whole
host of issues.

Obviously, the whole issue of AIG and these
bonuses that have been paid out have been
consuming a lot of attention, and rightfully so,
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because they represent what, I think, all of us
consider an inappropriate use of taxpayer funds.

But what I think is also important and just as
outrageous is the fact that we find ourselves in a
situation where we’re having to clean up after
AIG’s mess. And so I just had a meeting with
my economic team, but also spoke with Chair-
man Barney Frank of the Financial Services
Committee about the importance of giving our-
selves tools to prevent ourselves from getting in
a situation where an AIG can pose such enor-
mous vulnerabilities to the system as a whole.

And what we are working on is a resolution
authority that would be similar, not identical,
but similar to the powers that the FDIC cur-
rently has over banks. What they’re able to do is
to, at the same time, protect creditors, deposi-
tors, and consumers, while also exercising great-
er power proactively over institutions like
AIG—which is not a bank, which is an insur-
ance company with a hedge fund on top of
it—would allow us proactively to get out in
front, make sure that we are separating out bad
assets from good, dealing with contracts that
may be inappropriate, and preventing the kinds
of systemic risks that we’ve seen taking place
with AIG.

So my economic team is going to be consult-
ing with the Hill. We’re going to be moving that
on a fast track. This is part of the broader pack-
age of financial regulatory steps that we’re go-
ing to be taking that ensures that going forward
in the future we’re not going to find ourselves in
these kinds of terrible positions again.

One last point that I want to make. People
are rightly outraged about these particular bo-
nuses. But just as outrageous is the culture that
these bonuses are a symptom of, that have exist-
ed for far too long, a situation where excess
greed, excess compensation, excess risk-taking
have all made us vulnerable and left us holding
the bag. And one of the messages that I want to
send is that as we get out of this crisis, as we
work towards getting ourselves out of recession,
I hope that Wall Street and the marketplace
don’t think that we can return to business as
usual. The business models that created a lot of
paper wealth but not real wealth in this country

and have now resulted in crisis can’t be the
model for economic growth going forward.

And I’ve spoken before: We have to move
beyond a constant bubble-bust mentality and
start establishing a foundation for long-term
economic growth. That involves making invest-
ments on health care and energy and education.
That means increasing our productivity across
sectors and not just relying on the financial sec-
tor for all our economic growth. It means that
shareholders and boards of directors have to
hold executives more accountable for their
compensation scales.

The fact that these guys are looking for bo-
nuses, having run down AIG, begs the question
of, why were they making that much before-
hand, when nobody was criticizing them, every-
body thought they knew what they were doing.
That kind of culture has to change. And I think
that’s what the American people are looking for.
The financial regulatory package that we’re de-
signing, as well as the economic policies that we
want to put in place are going to put an end to
that culture. That’s what we’re striving for.
That’s what the American people are looking
for, and working with Congress, that’s what
we’re hoping to deliver.

All right? Thank you, guys.

Bonuses for American International Group
(AIG) Executives

President Obama. I’ll just take a couple of
questions. Go ahead.

Q. Mr. President—[inaudible].
President Obama. We are exploring every

possible avenue, as is Congress, to see what we
can do. But what we need are tools that allow us
not to find ourselves in a situation where we on-
ly have two options: One is to withhold money
from AIG that could potentially lead them into
a spiral that could affect the entire financial sys-
tem, or, on the other hand, having folks get bo-
nuses and at least have the capacity to sue the
Government and get not only their bonuses but
potentially even more out of the legal system.
We’ve got to have tools that, under our legal au-
thority, allows us to deal with these issues.
That’s what we’re going to be striving for.
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Government Oversight for American Interna-
tional Group (AIG) Bailout Funds

Q. Mr. President, do you wish that you had
found out about these bonuses——

President Obama. I’m sorry?
Q. Do you wish that you would have found

out about these bonuses a lot sooner than
Thursday so you could have done something
more then?

President Obama. Well, look, rather than
going into sort of the details of finding it out,
ultimately I’m responsible, I’m the President
of the United States. We’ve got a big mess that
we’re having to clean up. Nobody here drafted
those contracts. Nobody here was responsible
for supervising AIG and allowing themselves
to put the economy at risk by some of the out-
rageous behavior that they were engaged in.
We are responsible though. The buck stops
with me. And my goal is to make sure that we
never put ourselves in this kind of position
again.

Government Oversight for Bailout Funds

Q. Mr. President, a new round of bonuses
and contracts are coming out. Did you—what
did you say to the American public to quell the
anger because people are angry about these
new rounds—these new bonuses and contracts
coming for AIG executives?

President Obama. Well, I don’t want to
quell anger. I think people are right to be an-
gry. I’m angry. What I want us to do, though, is
channel our anger in a constructive way. And
the most important thing we can do right now
is stabilize the financial system, get flow-
ing—credit flowing again to businesses and
consumers, and make sure that we change
how these businesses operate so that they
don’t put us in a situation in which, when
things go bad, the taxpayers have to foot the
bill, and when things go good, folks are getting
not just $6 million bonuses, but $30 or $40
million bonuses.

Now, keep in mind—I think it’s very impor-
tant to remind ourselves that there are a whole
bunch of folks now who are feigning outrage
about these bonuses that a year ago, or 2 years
ago, or 3 years ago, said, “Well, we should nev-

er meddle in these compensation plans; these
are the best and the brightest; they know what
they’re doing; that’s part of the market.” And
now, suddenly they’re outraged.

The point that I’ve been trying to make con-
sistently has been that we believe in the free
market, we believe in capitalism, we believe in
people getting rich, but we believe in people
getting rich based on performance and what
they add in terms of value and the products
and services that they create. And it’s appro-
priate for us to have some regulatory mecha-
nisms in place to ensure that we never have a
situation where the Government has to step in,
or you’ve got taxpayers who are having to foot
the bill for other people’s mistakes.

That requires some regulatory framework.
And my hope is that one of the lessons we
learn here is, is that putting smart regulations
in place—oversight, transparency, account-
ability—those things are not anti-market,
they’re pro-market. When, last year, Barney
Frank and I worked to allow shareholders to at
least cast a non-binding vote on compensation
packages, there were some people who at-
tacked us saying government has no business
doing that. Well, look, all we’re trying to say is
you’ve got to be accountable to somebody.
And it’s that measure of accountability that I
think is part of what has made America strong,
and we have to get back to those kinds of val-
ues. 

All right? I’m going to make this—two more
questions. Go ahead.

Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner

Q. You received $100,000 from AIG dur-
ing——

President Obama. I’m sorry, I can’t hear
you.

Q. ——you received $100,000 from AIG
during the campaign. How do you feel about
those contributions today? Do you plan to do
anything about it? And at least one Member of
Congress has now called for your Secretary of
the Treasury to resign. Your thoughts.

President Obama. Well, I have complete
confidence in Tim Geithner and my entire
economic team. Understand, as I said before,
Tim Geithner didn’t draft these contracts with
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AIG. There has never been a Secretary of the
Treasury, except maybe Alexander Hamilton,
right after the Revolutionary War, who’s had to
deal with the multiplicity of issues that Secre-
tary Geithner is having to deal with, all at the
same time. 

And he is doing so with intelligence and dili-
gence. Nobody is working harder than this guy.
He is making all the right moves in terms of
playing a bad hand. And what we need to be do-
ing is making sure that we are providing him the
support that he needs in order to work through
all these problems so that we’re able to deal
with them more effectively in the future.

All right, last—go ahead.

Government Bailout Funds/Financial Regulato-
ry Reform

Q. Was it a mistake to prop up AIG? And if
not, can you tell the American people why this
company was so important to the economy that
it had to be propped up and needs to be contin-
ued to be propped up going forward?

President Obama. Right. Well, look, this can
get pretty technical, but I’ll try to simplify it.
Last year, when the Federal Reserve decided to
step in—again, that wasn’t a decision that we
made, but I actually think it was the right deci-
sion—AIG had insured a whole bunch of losses
for a whole bunch of banks that had made bad
bets on subprime loans and mortgages that had
been packaged and bundled up and made into
securities. 

These were massive insurance policies. Un-
fortunately, because of a lack of regulation, they
were able to issue far more insurance policies
than they could pay out on these various instru-
ments that these banks had issued. And had
AIG been allowed to simply liquidate and go

bankrupt, all those banks who were counter-
parties with AIG would have experienced such
big losses that it would have threatened the en-
tire financial system.

I want to repeat something that I said before
the joint session: My interest is not protecting
banks. My interest is protecting the American
people, the people’s 401(k)s, ordinary folks who
have a credit line with a bank for their small
business, people whose pension funds are in-
vested in some of these financial institutions.
The prospect of all of that unraveling would
have been unacceptable—an unacceptable risk.

Now, what we’re trying to do is get ourselves
in a position where we make sure that going for-
ward we’re not held hostage to all these bad de-
cisions that were made by these huge institu-
tions in the past, and that we create a system
where they can’t make all these bad bets, they
can’t issue these insurance policies one on top
of the other without having the assets to back
them up.

That’s the kind of regulatory reform that we
need. That’s what these folks are going to be
talking to the folks on the Hill about. And I am
confident that we can strike the right balance
that allows our financial system to stabilize, al-
lows people to innovate in the financial mar-
kets, but don’t allow them to put everybody
else’s savings, everybody else’s well-being, other
people’s jobs, other people’s homes at risk. And
that’s the task that lies before us and I’m confi-
dent with can get it done.

All right. Thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rep. Barney Frank, chair-
man, House Committee on Financial Services.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and Question-and-Answer Session in Costa
Mesa 
March 18, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you, every-
body. Everybody have a seat. We’re going to be
here a while. Well, thank you so much Orange
County for the wonderful reception. Thank
you.

First of all, let me thank Jerome for the won-
derful introduction, give him a big round of ap-
plause. We’ve got a number of elected officials
who are here, who I want to acknowledge.
We’ve got the Lieutenant Governor, John
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Garamendi, give the Lieutenant Governor a
big round of applause. We’ve got the Secretary
of Labor, Hilda Solis, who is here; got an out-
standing Member of Congress, Representative
Loretta Sanchez. Now, this is not Loretta’s dis-
trict, this is actually Dana Rohrabacher’s dis-
trict——

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no, we actually—our

office screwed up and, I think, didn’t get the
invitation to him on time, so he’s not here.
No—it was a screw up on our part. So I want
to let him know we’re sorry about that, and I
want everybody to give him a big round of ap-
plause; it’s his district.

Secretary of state Debra Bowen is here.
State comptroller John Chiang is here. Super-
intendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell
is here, and I’ve got a couple of others. We’ve
got the mayor of Santa Ana, Miguel Pulido,
who’s here. We’ve got—let’s see, who else?
We have—State Senator Jose [Lou]* Correa is
here. We have State Representative Jose Solo-
rio here. We have—the State Democratic Par-
ty Chair Art Torres is here. And a great friend
and supporter, Steve Westly is here. Give ev-
erybody a round of applause. I hope I did not
miss anybody.

Now—and all of you are here, give yourself
a big round of applause. All right. Now, let me
just say that, for those of you who have chairs,
go ahead and sit down so folks behind you can
see. All right. Make sure to sit down if you’ve
got a chair. We’ll have time to shake hands af-
terwards.

Now, it is always good to get out of Wash-
ington for a little while and come to places like
Costa Mesa. The climate is a lot nicer and so is
the conversation. So I am looking forward to
taking your questions in a few minutes and
talking to you about your concerns. But before
I do, I want to say a few words at the top. And
I’m going to start out just by talking about
these AIG bonuses you’ve been hearing about.

Now, I know a lot of you are outraged about
this, rightfully so; I’m outraged too. It’s hard to
understand that a company that’s relying on
extraordinary assistance from taxpayers to

keep its doors open would be paying anybody
lavish bonuses. It goes against our most basic
sense of what’s fair and what’s right; it offends
our values. But these bonuses, outrageous as
they are, are a symptom of a much larger
problem, and that’s the system and culture
that made them possible, a culture where peo-
ple made enormous sums of money taking ir-
responsible risks that have now put the entire
economy at risk. So we’re going to do every-
thing we can to deal with these specific bonus-
es. 

And I know Washington is all in a tizzy and
everybody is pointing fingers at each other and
saying it’s their fault, the Democrats’ fault, the
Republicans’ fault. Listen, I’ll take responsibil-
ity; I’m the President. We didn’t grant these
contracts, and we’ve got a lot on our plate, but
it is appropriate, when you’re in charge, to
make sure that stuff doesn’t happen like this.
So we’re going to do everything we can to fix
it. So for everybody in Washington who’s busy
scrambling, trying to figure out how to blame
somebody else, just go ahead and talk to me,
because it’s my job to make sure that we fix
these messes, even if I don’t make them. 

But what’s just as important is that we make
sure we don’t find ourselves in this situation
again, where taxpayers are on the hook for
losses in bad times and all the wealth generat-
ed in good times goes to those who are at the
very top of the income ladder. That’s the kind
of ethic we’ve had for too long. That’s the kind
of approach that led us into this mess. That is
something we have to change if we’re truly go-
ing to turn our economy around and move this
country forward.

So I’m absolutely committed to ensuring
that we have the tools we need to prevent the
kinds of abuses that sent AIG spiraling. And
we’ve got to make sure that we’ve got regula-
tions that don’t allow companies to take these
huge risks that are so big that they can sort of
hold us hostage. We can’t let them fail because
it would bring the entire banking system down
and hurt a lot of innocent people, but on the
other hand, they act irresponsibly. We have to

 * White House correction.
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make sure we don’t put ourselves in that posi-
tion.

And I’m also committed to ensuring that if
we ever do have to intervene again to prevent a
bankruptcy that could cause catastrophe for the
whole financial system, then we have some of
the tools that a bankruptcy judge has to help re-
negotiate contracts, to sell off insolvent parts of
an institution, to protect the healthy parts, to
protect depositors and creditors and other con-
sumers.

We also want to do this because it serves the
most important goal we have today, which is to
rebuild our economy in a way that’s consistent
with our values, an economy—and I want to de-
scribe to you the kind of economy that we want
to build: an economy that rewards hard work
and responsibility, not high-flying financial
schemes; an economy that’s built on a strong
foundation, but not one that’s propelled by
overheated housing markets and maxed-out
credit cards. In other words, we want to build
an economy that offers prosperity for the long
run. You remember that ad that they used to
have out there that said, “We earn money the
old-fashioned way; we earn it.” Well, we need to
get back to that philosophy, because that’s what
all of you do. You’re out there earning a living,
and we’ve got to reward people who are work-
ing hard, not the bubble-and-burst economy
we’ve experienced in recent years. 

We don’t need these house of cards, these
Ponzi schemes, even when they’re legal, where
a relatively few do spectacularly well while the
middle class loses ground. You know what I’m
talking about. I don’t need to tell you these are
challenging times. I don’t need to tell you this
because you’re living it every day. One out of
every 10 Californians is out of work right now.
You’ve got one of the highest foreclosure rates
in the Nation. Budget cuts are threatening the
jobs of thousands of teachers across the State. 

But here’s what I know—here’s what I want
you to know: We are not only going to make it
through this crisis, we are going to come out on
the other side a stronger and more prosperous
nation. I can’t tell you how long it’s going to
take or what obstacles we’ll face along the way,
but I can promise you this, there will be bright-
er days ahead, here in California and all across

America. But that’s only going to happen if we
pull together and focus on the big things, focus
on the long term. We’ve got to get past this pet-
ty bickering, the constant trivialization of poli-
tics, and focus on getting the job done.

And we’re already—we’re seeing signs of
progress. Because of the Recovery Act that your
two outstanding Senators, Senator Feinstein
and Senator Boxer, along with Congresswoman
Sanchez, worked so hard to pass and that I
signed into law the other week, a new hospital
will be built at Camp Pendleton that will give
our service men and women the care they de-
serve. 

Over in Inglewood, the police department is
planning to expand its staff by 30 people. Or-
ange County is hoping to add a new lane on
SR–91, creating about 2,000 jobs and easing
congestion in the process. These are just a few
of the 396,000 jobs we will create or save in Cal-
ifornia, and the 3.5 million jobs we’ll create or
save across America over the next 2 years. 

We are also taking unprecedented steps to
unlock our frozen credit markets so families can
get the loans they need to buy a home or a car
and businesses can pay for inventory or make
payroll. That’s why earlier this week, we took a
sweeping step to free up loans for entrepre-
neurs, helping them start and grow the small
businesses that employ half of our private-sec-
tor workers. That’s why we’re creating a fund
that will help support up to $1 trillion in loans,
including auto loans and college loans. That’s
why we’ve launched a housing plan that will
help responsible homeowners save money by
refinancing their mortgage loans. 

Now, none of this will make any difference,
however, unless we strengthen our economy
over the long term, unless we put our economy
on a firmer footing by rebuilding its foundation.
And that’s exactly the purpose of the budget I’m
submitting to Congress. It’s a budget that
makes hard choices about where to save and
where to spend. Because of the massive deficit
we inherited and the costs of this financial cri-
sis, we are going through our books line by line
so that we can cut our deficit in half by the end
of my first term and reduce it by $2 trillion over
the next decade. Now, what we will not
cut—what we will not cut—are investments
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that will lead to real growth and real prosperi-
ty, investments that will make a difference in
the lives of this generation and future genera-
tions.

Let me give you some examples. Because of
spiraling health care costs that are crushing
our families, dragging down our entire econo-
my, and represent one of the fastest growing
parts of our Federal and State budgets, we’ve
made a historic commitment to health care re-
form in this budget, reform that brings us clos-
er to the day when health care is affordable
and accessible for every single American. 

Because we know that countries that out-
educate us today will outcompete us tomor-
row, this budget invests in a complete and
competitive education for every American, in
early childhood education programs that work,
in high standards and accountability in our
schools, in finally putting the dream of a col-
lege degree or technical training within reach
for anyone who wants it. 

Because we know that enhancing America’s
competitiveness will also require reducing our
dependence on foreign oil and building a
clean energy economy, this budget will spark
the transformation we need to create green
jobs and launch renewable energy companies
right here in California. It makes clean energy
the profitable kind of energy. It invests in
technologies like wind power and solar power
and fuel-efficient cars and trucks powered by
batteries like the ones I’ll be seeing in Rose-
mead tomorrow, all of which will also help
combat climate change, because the weather
is already nice in Orange County; we don’t
want it to get warmer. 

So that’s what this budget does. Now, here’s
what it does not do.

Audience member. We love you, Obama!
The President. I love you back. 
Here’s what the budget does not do. It does

not raise the taxes of any family making less
than $250,000 a year by a single dime. In fact,
95 percent of all working families will receive a
tax cut as a result of our recovery plan. Now,
there are those who say these plans are too
ambitious; we should be trying to do less not
more. “Obama is trying to do too much,” they

say. “Just focus on Wall Street, focus on the
banks.” 

Audience members. No!
The President. Well, I say our challenges are

too large to ignore. The cost of health care is
too high to ignore. The dependence on oil is
too dangerous to ignore. Our education deficit
is too wide to ignore. To kick these problems
down the road for another 4 years or 8 years,
that would be to continue the same irresponsi-
bility that got us to this point. I didn’t run for
President to pass on our problems to the next
generation or the next President. I ran for
President to solve these problems so that
you’ve got a better shot at life. 

Audience members. Obama! Obama!
Obama!

The President. So I know folks in Washing-
ton and folks on Wall Street are saying, no, no,
no, one problem at a time—our problems.
[Laughter] I understand the thinking behind
that, and it’s true, we’ve got to solve this bank-
ing crisis. There’s no doubt about it. Not be-
cause I’m that concerned about the bankers,
but because I’m concerned about you. And
we’ve got to get liquidity and credit flowing
again to small businesses, to people who want
to buy a car or who want to refinance a home.
So I understand their thinking about solving
that problem. But, you know, I’ve said before,
when you’re President, you’ve got to walk and
chew gum at the same time. 

It would be nice if I could just pick and
choose what problems to face and when to
face them, and say, no, I’m sorry, hold off on
health care; Afghanistan, let’s put that aside
for a while. You know, I would sleep a little
easier. But that’s not the way it works. It
doesn’t work that way for you. It doesn’t work
that way for you. You don’t get to choose be-
tween paying your mortgage bills or your med-
ical bills. You don’t get to choose between pay-
ing your kids’ tuition and saving enough for re-
tirement. You don’t get to say, “Well, I’m sor-
ry, hold on a second, you know, I really got to
take on some issues at home here so I don’t
think I’m going to go to work for a week.” It
would be nice to do, but you don’t do that. You
need to take all these problems on. And you
need a government that’s going to help you on
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all these problems, that will do the same. That’s
what leadership is all about. 

And that’s what this debate on the budget is
all about—about whether we are willing to do
what needs to be done not only to get our econ-
omy moving right now, but to put it on the road
to lasting, shared prosperity. It can be easy to
lose sight of this. It’s easy for pundits to get on
TV and put their ratings ahead of their own
sense of responsibility and try to oversimplify
what’s at stake. It can be difficult to break free
from the partisanship that’s held sway in Wash-
ington for so many years. But that’s what we
have to do; that’s what this moment requires. 

For all of you know deep down—and what
folks in Washington sometimes forget—in the
end, a budget is not merely numbers on a page
or a laundry list of programs. It’s about your
lives; it’s about your families; it’s about your
dreams for the future. You did not send us to
Washington to stand in the way of your aspira-
tions. You didn’t send us there to say no to
change. You sent us there to get things done
and bring about change, and that’s what I in-
tend to do. But I can’t do it without you. I can’t
do it without you, the American people. That’s
why I’m here today, because it will take all of us
talking with one another and all of us working
together to see our Nation through this difficult
time and bring about that brighter day. So I
hope you’re all ready to get to work. 

I want to thank you all for this opportunity to
speak with you. Here’s what we’re going to do.
We’re going to open it up to questions. And I
know there are a lot of folks back there too, so
I’m going to try not to completely discriminate
to the folks who got here in front. There are no
rules to this, except a couple. [Laughter] First
of all, this—nobody has been preselected here,
so, you know, I don’t mind if you want to take
me to task. If you think I’m a bum and doing a
bad job, you go ahead and ask your question. 

The only thing I’d ask is everybody raise their
hands, number one—not everybody now, I
mean everybody who has a question. [Laughter]
Number two is that I’m going to go girl, boy,
girl, boy, so it’s fair. [Laughter] Number three, I
would ask that everybody try to keep their ques-
tion relatively brief so that we can get as many
questions in as possible. Now, it doesn’t have to

be a question, it can be a comment as well, but,
you know, we want to try to keep the speeches
to a minimum. And I will try to also answer
questions as briefly as possible.

Okay? All right. And I hope you don’t mind,
I’m going to take off my jacket. If you guys are
hot—[applause]. I’m hot. Okay. Thanks, Mike.
All right. We’re going to call on this young lady
right here. And wait till you get a microphone
so everybody can hear you. Introduce yourself if
you can.

2012 Presidential Election

Q. Good afternoon, President Obama. My
name is Mrs. Victoria Ravon-Woodbirth, and I
have a very simple question. Do you have inten-
tions of, when the reelection comes, of running
for President again?

The President. Oh, well, the—first of all, let
me say this: I’ve been in office for 2 months
now; the last thing I’m thinking about is reelec-
tion. But I will tell you this—I mean—and this
is a serious answer to your question: If I could
get done what I think needs to get done in 4
years, even if it meant that I was only President
for 4 years, I would rather be a good President
taking on the tough issues for 4 years than a me-
diocre President for 8 years. 

So I will—and I will also say this, that my ob-
ligation is to make sure that we’ve improved our
economy, that we’ve gotten serious on health
care, made significant progress on energy,
made education more affordable, and improved
the excellence of our educational system K–12,
that we have started controlling our deficits. 

So there’s some very specific standards by
which I think you should hold me accountable
and measure my success. And if I don’t deliver
on those things 4 years from now, then I think
you will be answering the question of whether I
run for reelection or not, because ultimately I’m
answerable to you; I’m your employee. Okay?

All right, the gentleman in the black shirt
right here.

Economic Stabilization Funds

Q. Mr. President.
The President. Yes, sir.
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Q. My name is Cliff Cannon. My question
concerns those States who have refused to
take certain portions of the stimulus money. Is
there any way to reallocate that money to
those States who are willing recipi-
ents—[laughter]—such as California?

The President. Well, look, we had a vigorous
debate on the stimulus, on the Recovery Act,
and let me just say a couple of things about the
Recovery Act. Number one, there was almost
uniform consensus among both conservative
and liberal economists that when you have the
economy on such a free-fall, that you need a
big stimulus to try to make sure that goods and
services are still being purchased, and that the
decline in demand, as consumers pull back, is
being filled. If you don’t, then the recession
gets even worse. There’s almost uniform con-
sensus on it. So that’s point number one.

Point number two: The Recovery Act that
we put forward contained some provisions in it
that I don’t think anybody should be able to ar-
gue with—that we’re providing extended un-
employment insurance to people who have
lost their jobs; that we are allowing—if you’ve
lost your job, right now you can get COBRA,
but you can’t afford COBRA—so subsidizing
health insurance for people who have lost their
jobs, investing in our roads and our bridges
and our infrastructure, so that we are more
competitive over the long term.

Now, there are some people—there have
been just a handful of States, two or three,
who have said, “We don’t want to take some of
the unemployment insurance.” Because what
we said was that a portion of this unemploy-
ment insurance—you have to make it more
available to people who are temporary workers
or part-time workers because the labor force
has changed and there are a lot of people, par-
ticularly women, who, you know, they may
have children, they may be working part-time,
but when they lose that job it’s tough for them.
So we’ve got to modify how we think about un-
employment insurance, and they said, “Well,
we don’t want to change how we do things.” I
think that’s a mistake, and I think that the folks
in those States should let them know that it’s a
mistake. And I’m still hopeful that they may
end up changing their minds. But I will keep

in mind what you just said, which is there’s at
least one guy in California who’s willing to take
the money. So—[applause].

Can I make one last point? I hope you don’t
mind. Can I make one last point about this
stimulus package? I want to make a larger
point about the deficit and the national debt,
because the main argument that you’re hear-
ing right now in opposition to some of our eco-
nomic plans, including our budget, is you’ve
got all this money going out, you’re creating
huge deficits and debt, and that’s irresponsi-
ble.

Well, first of all, most of these critics presid-
ed over a doubling of the national debt. We
are inheriting a $1.3 trillion deficit. So they
don’t have the standing to make this criticism,
I think, given how irresponsible they’ve been.
That’s point number one. Having said that,
even somebody who caused the problem isn’t
wrong when they say it is a problem that we’ve
got this big debt and these big deficits. 

So what we’ve tried to do is to say, let’s,
right now, just focus on getting the economy
back on track, reducing unemployment, creat-
ing jobs, making sure our school systems still
have teachers, cops are still on the streets, fire-
fighters are still in the station house. Let’s do
what we need to do to get through this difficult
time. Let’s make some investments in health
care, energy, education that will lay the foun-
dation for long-term economic growth. But
let’s also start making some tough choices
about the deficit as soon as we get out of this
recovery. 

So for example, we can’t keep on providing
the insurance companies huge subsidies under
Medicare for a program called Medicare Ad-
vantage that doesn’t make our seniors any
healthier than the regular Medicare plan. We
need to go ahead and use that money for other
things.

We can’t keep on giving these huge pro-
curement contracts to defense industries that
end up being 50, 60, 100 percent over bud-
get—very good for contractors, not so good for
taxpayers. So we’ve got to institute reforms,
and we’ve already identified potentially pulling
$40 billion out annually in savings on procure-
ment. 
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Those are the kinds of things—those are the
kinds of steps that we need to take. And we are
going to go through this budget line by line, and
some of these choices may be difficult. I won’t
lie to you; we can’t keep on just printing money
and saying we’ll let our children worry about it.
But we have to do it in a way that right now fo-
cuses on just getting people back on their feet,
getting the economy running again. And then
we’re going to have to make some difficult
choices, especially over some of these longer
term entitlements like Social Security and
Medicare.

All right, this young lady right here. Hold on
a second, we’ve got a mike right here, right in
front.

Small Business Administration Loans/Lines of
Credit

Q. Thank you. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. Hello.
Q. My name is Joan Earheart, and I’m a com-

munity bank SBA lender and have proudly been
one for 20 years. We’re very, very excited about
the stimulus package, and we are going to do
everything we can to get the money out there,
including financing the construction projects
that you’re talking about. However, as a lender
and as a bank, we have a problem that I feel
needs to be addressed. When we make loans
that are less than the normal quality, even with
the SBA guarantee, the regulators tend to criti-
cize us. And when they criticize us, they make
us set aside reserves as if the loan is going to be
bad, and that eats into our capital. That’s part of
the problem that banks are having right now
and why they needed the TARP money. Not all
banks are bad banks, as you know, and as a
community bank that’s been around for 85
years, we haven’t even taken TARP money. We
want to make SBA loans, but we don’t want to
get our hands slapped by the regulators when
we try to help these people. And last year is go-
ing to be a less than stellar tax return for every-
body that’s had a problem, that is going to come
to the SBA for help.

Will you be able to speak with the regulators
and set some kind of new bar so that we won’t
be criticized, and we can actually go out and
loan this money that we want to?

The President. Well, you make a terrific
point. This is a excellent point. Let me say a
couple of things on this. First of all, just so ev-
erybody caught the issue here, there are a lot of
community banks, smaller banks, local banks
that did not act irresponsibly. They weren’t in-
volved in, you know, buying some of these
weird financial instruments that didn’t work;
they’re not paying out the $100-million bonus-
es. You don’t look like you got a $5-million bo-
nus. [Laughter] You wish, right? Yes, they’re
working with local businesses, small businesses,
small contractors. They take in deposits; they do
what banks are supposed to do.

They’re still having some problems—local
community banks—and they’re having some
problems in two areas. Number one is, a lot of
these community banks give Small Business Ad-
ministration loans, SBA loans, that are guaran-
teed by the Federal Government, but the prob-
lem is, is that historically what they’ve done is
they get the loans and then they sell them on
what’s called the secondary market. They sell
them to other parties who invest in these loans.
The problem is all these secondary markets
have all frozen up right now because everybody
is so nervous about all these losses that have
been happening on Wall Street.

So we just announced this week a program
that will allow the Treasury Department to buy
these loans directly from the community banks,
so if you’ve got $5 million worth of loans, SBA
loans, already on the books, you can sell them to
Treasury. That will then mean that you’ll have
$5 million that you can now put back to work
providing loans without worrying about your
capital—your capital ratios. So that’s—so
we’ll—you should find out—this is on our web
site, the White House web site; it will tell you
about this program.

Now, you’re right, though, we still have a
problem that a lot of small businesses are seeing
their credit lines restricted. And part of that has
to do with the issue you’re talking about, which
is regulators may be saying to banks, look, we’re
worried about all these losses, so pull back on
what you consider riskier loans. Well, if you’ve
got a credit line to a small business, and they’re
seeing some of their business dry up right now,
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then you might be saying to yourself, maybe I
can’t continue that credit line.

We don’t have direct authority—the White
House does not have direct authority over
these regulators. These regulators are sup-
posed to be somewhat independent from poli-
tics. But, you know, we have had conversations
to note that during a difficult period like this,
we want to make sure that the bottom line is
ultimately that liquidity and lending is going
out the door. And I think that we’re going to
be having broader conversations with the com-
munity banks to figure out how can we take
even further steps to help them be in a posi-
tion to help the small businesses and individu-
als who depend so much on banks like yours.
Okay?

All right, this young man right here. This
young man right here. He’s been——

Audience member. Come on back here next
time.

The President. Okay. [Laughter] See, I’ll ad-
mit that part of the reason—[laughter]—it’s
just—I’m getting old, and it’s hard to see you
guys back there. [Laughter] Go ahead.

Immigration Reform

Q. My name is Ivan Martinez. I’d like to ask
you what are you planning to do on immigra-
tion, the broken system that we have? And
when do you plan on doing this?

The President. I just met with the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus today—which Con-
gresswoman Sanchez is a member of—to talk
about this issue directly. As many of you know,
during the campaign I was asked repeatedly
about this, and I reiterated my belief that we
have to have comprehensive immigration re-
form.

Now, I know this is an emotional issue; I
know it’s a controversial issue; I know that the
people get real riled up politically about this,
but ultimately, here’s what I believe: We are a
nation of immigrants, number one. Number
two, we do have to have control of our bor-
ders. Number three, that people who have
been here for a long time and put down roots
here have to have some mechanism over time
to get out of the shadows, because if they stay
in the shadows, in the underground economy,

then they are oftentimes pitted against Ameri-
can workers. Since they can’t join a union, they
can’t complain about minimum wages, et ce-
tera, they end up being abused, and that de-
presses the wages of everybody, all Americans.

So I don’t think that we can do this piece-
meal. I think what we have to do is to come to-
gether and say, we’re going to strengthen our
borders. And I’m going to be going to Mexico;
I’m going to be working with President Calde-
ron in Mexico to figure out how do we get con-
trol over the border that’s become more vio-
lent because of the drug trade. We have to
combine that with cracking down on employ-
ers who are exploiting undocumented work-
ers. We have to make sure that there’s a verifi-
cation system to find out whether somebody is
legally able to work here or not. But we have
to make sure that that verification system does
not discriminate just because you’ve got a His-
panic last name or your last name is Obama.
[Laughter]

You’ve got to—and then you’ve got to say to
the undocumented workers, you have to say,
“Look, you’ve broken the law; you didn’t come
here the way you were supposed to, so this is
not going to be a free ride. It’s not going to be
some instant amnesty. What’s going to happen
is you are going to pay a significant fine. You
are going to learn English. You are going
to—you are going to go to the back of the line
so that you don’t get ahead of somebody who
was in Mexico City applying legally. But after
you’ve done these things over a certain period
of time you can earn your citizenship,” so that
it’s not—it’s not something that is guaranteed
or automatic. You’ve got to earn it, but over
time you give people an opportunity.

Now, it only works though if you do all the
pieces. I think the American people, they ap-
preciate and believe in immigration. But they
can’t have a situation where you just have half
a million people pouring over the border with-
out any kind of mechanism to control it. So
we’ve got to deal with that at the same time as
we deal in a humane fashion with folks who
have put down roots here, have become our
neighbors, have become our friends, they may
have children who are U.S. citizens. That’s the
280



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 18
kind of comprehensive approach that we have
to take. All right. Okay. 

All right, I promised to go back there. I
promised to go back there, but I can’t see any-
body, so—but it’s a girl’s turn; it’s a lady’s turn.
There’s a whole bunch of folks just kind of wav-
ing. One young woman from the back, just go
ahead and—somebody with a mike go find
somebody. There you go. I can’t see.

Education Reform

Q. Thank you. Hi, my name—oops, that’s re-
ally loud. My name is Isa, and I’m a teacher in
Santa Ana. Thank you. And I got my RIF notice
on Saturday and——

The President. You got—I’m sorry, you got
what notice?

Q. My RIF notice, which is I’m going to
be—the intention to be laid off.

The President. A pink slip?
Q. Yes, a pink slip. That’s why it went pink.

My question is—oh, I’m so nervous, okay.
Thank you for coming.

The President. You’re doing great.
Q. I just love you. Okay. Our class sizes are

between 36 and 44. This is normal. I’ve been in
the district for over 25 years. I have seen what
our kids can do when someone cares. The
Teacher of the Year also received a pink slip.
We’re talking about quality teachers being laid
off because of something—I don’t know what.
Tomorrow we have a meeting.

My next—my real question is, you have put
money towards retention; how are we going to
make sure that money comes to our districts
that need it the most, the urban districts? 

The President. Well, look, we—most of—al-
most all of the money that’s going to States un-
der the Recovery Act for education is designed
to retain teachers. Almost—the lion’s share of
it, I mean, there’s some money for school con-
struction as well, and there’s some money for
innovation, because we can’t just put more
money into the schools without also reforming
the schools and making them better.

But a huge—right now the biggest chunk is
for teacher retention. It generally flows in the
same way the title I monies flow, so that there
should be a formula that the States are working
with in terms of how it’s allocated to various dis-

tricts. I don’t know the exact figures here in
California or what would happen in terms of
this school district. Your school superintendent
is here though. There he is right here.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Wait, wait, wait, wait. Hold on

a second. Hold on. Hey, hold on a second. It’s
not his fault that the State has run out of mon-
ey. So he is going to—he was in a meeting with
Arne Duncan, our Secretary of Education, and
I stopped by in the meeting—and these were
the school superintendents for all across the
country, to come together and work on how do
we both deal with the immediate short-term
crisis, but also, how do we think about long-
term reforms?

You’re right that class size is something that
we’ve got to deal with. You can’t have a fifth
grade class with 40 kids. There’s no teacher who
can deal with 40 kids all at the same time, espe-
cially if many of them are at different levels in
terms of reading and math skills and so forth. So
we’ve got to do something about that.

But what’s also true, though, is we’ve got to
provide better teacher training. There are
teachers who may not know their subject matter
as well as they should. They’ve got to be given
more time to—for professional development.
We’ve got to have more flexibility, I believe, in
terms of how we reward teachers. I think that it
is important for us to make sure that we have
assessments that everybody can agree, because,
ultimately, we’ve got to know that our kids are
meeting high standards.

Now, it can’t just be a single high-stakes stan-
dardized test, but we do need to have strong,
powerful measures of performance, because
schools are like anything else. We can’t afford
our kids to be mediocre at a time when they’re
competing against kids in China and kids in In-
dia who are actually in school about a month
longer than our kids. So there’s a whole bunch
of reforms that we’re going to have to do.

And the last point that I always make—so I’ll
make this again—is we’ve got to do our jobs as
parents. You can’t put all the burden on a teach-
er. [Applause] You can’t put all the burden on a
teacher. If you’re not making sure your child
does their homework, if you’re not reading to
them, instilling a sense of excellence and a thirst
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for knowledge in them, then they’re not going
to do very well, no matter how good your
teacher is. Okay, so that’s very important.

One last point I want to make about educa-
tion. This budget that we are now arguing
about—and you’re going to be hearing a
bunch of arguments about, oh, you know,
Obama, he’s a spendthrift, et cetera, et ce-
tera—we reduce nondefense discretionary
spending as a percentage of gross domestic
product, but what we insist on is that we make
some investments in education.

And I haven’t—and one of the things that
we haven’t talked about is higher education.
I’ve said we’ve got to increase student loans,
student grants, the Pell grant program. That’s
got to be a priority. That’s our future, and I’m
going to fight for it. I don’t care how long it
takes; we’re going to make it more affordable
to go to college, because that’s what everybody
needs. 

All right, we need a gentleman. Gentleman
in the tie right here. Since he wore a tie today,
I appreciate that. [Laughter]

The Middle Class/National Economy

Q. It’s awful hot.
The President. It’s hot. I want to take mine

off too, but I——
Q. I’m Bob Balgenorth. I’m president of the

State Building and Construction Trades Coun-
cil of California, the umbrella organization for
construction unions. I would like to thank you
for your leadership on the stimulus package
and particularly for trying to get construction
workers back to work.

But during the last 8 years, the administra-
tion chose not to enforce the Davis-Bacon re-
quirements, chose not to enforce wage and
hour conditions, and many thousands of work-
ers were denied the wages that they were le-
gally entitled to. What can your administration
do to make sure that people get the wages that
they’re entitled to in this terrible economic
downturn?

The President. Well, look, I have already
said that we are going to promote Davis-Ba-
con. We think it is important that unions have
the opportunity to organize themselves. 

Now, you know, sometimes, you know, the
business press says, oh, that’s anti-business.
And whenever I hear that I’m always remind-
ed of what Henry Ford said when he first
started building the Model T, and he was pay-
ing his workers really well. And somebody
asked him, they said, “Why are you paying
your workers so well?” He said, “Well, if I
don’t pay them well, they won’t be able to buy
a car.”

Think about that. Part of the problem that
we’ve had with our economy over the last de-
cade at least is that—well, there are a number
of problems. Number one, it turns out that a
huge amount of the growth that was claimed
was in the financial services industry. And now
we find out that a bunch of that stuff was just a
paper growth that wasn’t real and vanished as
soon as somebody pulled the curtain.

Another part of the problem with our econ-
omy and the way it was growing was that wag-
es and incomes for ordinary working families
were flat for the entire decade. Now, I don’t
need to tell you this, because you’ve experi-
enced it in your own lives. You’re just barely
kept up with inflation while people at the very
top—and look, I’ll be honest with you, I’m
now in that category—we were seeing all the
benefits.

So when I say that we should make it easier
for unions to organize and observe Davis-
Bacon, all I’m trying to do is to restore some
balance to our economy so that middle class
families who are working hard—they’re not on
welfare; they’re going to their jobs every day;
they’re doing the right thing by their
kids—they should be able to save, buy a home,
go on a vacation once in a while. You know,
they should be able to save for retirement,
send their kids to college. That’s not too much
to ask for; that’s the American Dream. And the
only way we get there is if we have bottom-up
economic growth instead of top-down
economic growth. And that’s why—that’s why
the debate about this budget is so important.

Let’s talk tax policy for a second, because,
again, some on the other side have said, oh,
Obama, he’s a tax-and-spend Democrat—tax
and spend. Well, it turns out, yes. You know,
what I’ve said is we should return to the tax
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rates that we had under Bill Clinton, which
means this—which means that for people who
are making more than $250,000 a year, they
would pay—instead of 36 percent, they’d pay 39
percent, it’s like a 3 percent increase on their
tax rate.

Now, these folks can afford it. They were rich
back in the nineties. It’s not like suddenly
they’re going to have to go to the poor house.
But what that does is it allows us to pay for
health care reform for a lot of people who are
out there working every day but are just one ill-
ness away from bankruptcy.

Now, that’s—I don’t think that’s unreason-
able. I don’t think that’s socialism. I think that’s
part of understanding that we’re all in this to-
gether and that if the middle class is working
well, if working people are doing well, then ev-
erybody does well. Then they can buy products
and services and businesses will succeed. That’s
the philosophy that we are pursuing in this bud-
get; that’s why I need your support. 

I’m going to take two more questions, two
more questions. Back here, because every-
body—these folks have been in the lights, so
they’re really hot. So we got to make sure
that—anybody got a mike back here? No? No
mikes over here? All these folks can’t just be
props back here, just sitting here. [Laughter]
You got to give them a little love.

All right, it’s a lady’s turn. And we have so
many nice ladies here. I feel—eeny, meeny,
miney—I’m going to call on this young lady in
the green right here. Go ahead, yes.

Credit Cards/Stemming the Financial Crisis

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President.
The President. Yes.
Q. Thank you for taking my question. This is

amazing.
The President. Of course.
Q. Since the American taxpayers have had to

bail out a lot of large banks—Citibank, et ce-
tera—and they don’t feel they’ve gotten any
benefit for themselves, do you support caps on
the interest rates that the same companies we
have bailed out with our money can charge reg-
ular consumers on credit cards, because it’s up
to 30 and 40 percent? 

The President. It’s a great question. It’s a
great question. This was a really good question.
First of all, I generally support a credit card bill
of rights, even—setting aside the whole issue of
TARP and who’s been getting TARP and who
hasn’t been getting TARP. The truth of the
matter is that the banking industry has used
credit cards and pushed credit cards on con-
sumers in ways that have been very damaging.

There’s a woman named Elizabeth Warren
who’s a professor at Harvard who did a great
deal of study around this. And she made a sim-
ple point. You know, if you bought a toaster,
and the toaster blew up in your face, there
would be a law—a consumer safety law that
would protect you from buying that toaster. But
if you get a credit card that blows up in your
face, that starts off at zero-percent interest, and
once they kind of suck in the—buying a bunch
of stuff and suddenly it’s 29 percent; and if
you’re late 2 days, suddenly, you know, you just
paid another $30, and all kinds of fine print that
a lot of folks didn’t understand—well, somehow
that’s okay. So just putting aside the issue of
TARP, I think, generally, having some consum-
er safety, some consumer protection around
credit cards, is important.

Now, all of us—I think a lot of people have
learned their lesson with credit cards. And
credit cards can be an important convenience,
but generally speaking, if you’re just running up
your credit card and you don’t think that there’s
a bill to be paid, you’ve got problems. So all of
us, I think, have to be more thoughtful about
how we use them, and, ultimately, we’ve got to
take responsibility if we are going on shopping
sprees that we can’t afford. On the other hand,
it’s also important that we have consumer safety
laws, and that’s something that I want to pro-
mote and get done as President of the United
States.

Now, let me talk about the larger issue of
banks just for a second, because a lot of people,
I know, just are so frustrated, and I am so frus-
trated with this banking situation. I just want to
just briefly explain to you sort of what’s hap-
pened.

These banks purchased a lot of what are se-
curitized mortgage instruments. They took a lot
of these subprime loans and they bundled them
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up, so they weren’t just holding a mortgage,
they were holding a whole bundle of mortgag-
es that were made into a security, a stock. And
they were sliced up, and so you could buy dif-
ferent pieces of these mortgages. And unfortu-
nately, what ended up happening was a bunch
of these mortgages—and this was certainly
true in California, it was true all across the
country—a bunch of these mortgages were
based on people who never had the income to
buy the house. Nobody tried to verify whether
or not they could actually afford it; it was
based on these complicated mathematical for-
mulas.

And then what happened—and this is
where AIG and some other companies come
in—what happened was, since the banks knew
that there might be some risk around having
these financial instruments, they bought these
things called credit default swaps that were
supposed to be guarantees or insurance on
these instruments—on these securities, these
mortgage-backed securities.

The problem was, companies like AIG,
they’d sell, like, 50 policies without having the
money to cover the possibility that they would
all go belly-up. So they were way overlever-
aged, overextended, just as the banks were
way overleveraged and overextended. And in
some cases they’d take a dollar worth of assets
and they’d loan or use $30 off that one dollar,
just to make bigger and bigger bets and take
bigger and bigger risks out in the financial sys-
tem. And these started getting into trillions of
dollars.

And as long as nobody was checking to see if
anybody was going to be able to pay back these
mortgages and as long as housing prices were
appreciating and this housing bubble was con-
tinuing, everybody was making a lot of money.
So nobody wanted to check, and there was no
serious regulation to say, hold on, stop a min-
ute, you guys are getting way overextended;
you’re putting the entire financial system at
risk.

So when the economy started slowing
down—and in some markets like Miami and
here in California, the housing market starts
really weakening—and suddenly some of these

subprime loans start defaulting, this whole
house of cards just began to collapse.

Now, a lot of people say, well, why not just
let the banks fail? Right? See, somebody is
clapping. Why not just, you know—they were
making all these bad bets; why don’t we just let
them fail, let them go bankrupt? What’s the
problem?

Well, here’s the problem. If you’ve just got
one small bank—I mean, unfortunately—let’s
take the community bank—what’s the name of
your community bank? Fullerton Community
Bank. All right, now, let’s just say this: If Ful-
lerton Community Bank fails, heaven forbid,
we’ve got something called the FDIC, the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, that
would take it over. It would guarantee all the
deposits so you don’t have to worry about your
deposits; they’re not at risk. And it would be
able to kind of sort things out and then resell
the bank fairly quickly, and it doesn’t threaten
the whole system as a whole.

When you’ve got big banks, Citicorp or
Bank of America or, you know, Wells Fargo,
that controls 70 percent of the banking system,
and all of them are weakening, you can’t afford
to have all those banks all at once start going
under. Even though the deposits might be
guaranteed, you’ve got the entire economy
resting on that credit. We’ve got to get that
credit lending, because they can take down
businesses large and small alike if we don’t
make sure that they are still providing loans.

And so we had to step in. And it was the
right thing to do—even though it’s infuriating,
even though it makes you angry, because
you’re thinking, I was responsible, and these
folks are irresponsible, and somehow I’m pay-
ing for them—it was the right thing to do to
step in.

The same is true with AIG. It was the right
thing to do to step in. Here’s the problem. It’s
almost like they’ve got—they got some—a
bomb strapped to them, and they’ve got their
hand on the trigger. You don’t want them to
blow up, but you got to kind of talk them, ease
that finger off the trigger.

We’ve got to, over the next several months,
come up with a plan that separates out the bad
assets that they—the loans that shouldn’t have
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been made, these credit default swaps, et ce-
tera. We got to separate out some of those from
the good assets, because there are a lot of very
healthy banks. The vast majority of banks are
healthy. We’ve got to figure out how to raise
their capital—the point that you were making
earlier—so that they can start lending again.
This is a very complicated, difficult task. It’s not
easy. We’re talking about a huge system that’s
not just national, but international. 

And so we’re not going to unwind this all in a
day, but what I do have confidence in is that
with the plans that we’re putting forward, slow-
ly you’re starting to see the system stabilize.
You’re starting to see more loan activity taking
place, some of the security markets are coming
back. And if we continue to provide some guar-
antees and help depositors and help strengthen
some of the banks that are weakened, then my
expectation is, is that we’re going to be able to
work our way out of this problem, and we are
going to be able to get back to a point where
banks are lending, businesses are investing, jobs
are being created, and the economy gets back
on its feet. 

And when that happens, we should get a
bunch of the money that has been lent to these
banks back. Now, we’re not going to get all of it.
I just—you know, if—we’re not going to get 100
percent of it back in some cases. In some cases
we may get 100 percent back; in some cases we
might even make a profit. 

I don’t want to pretend that this is going to
be cheap. But the point is that instead of look-
ing backwards, the main thing we’ve got to do is
look forwards and say, how do we make sure
that we get out of this mess, but also prevent
this mess from ever happening again. And that
requires the kind of financial regulation that’s
going to be so important for our long-term fu-
ture. 

All right, I’ve got—it’s a guy’s turn. It’s a
man’s—it’s a man’s turn, and he’s got the
last—this gentleman, because he’s big, and I
don’t want him to be mad at me.

Job Market/Work Programs for Former Felons

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President.
The President. Good afternoon.

Q. My name is Dwayne Webber, and thank
you for taking the time to listen to me. Last Oc-
tober, I lost my job after 13 years. I was laid off.
Now when I look for a job, people tell me that I
have a felony from 20 years ago; I can’t get no
work. I have a family to support. What do I do?

The President. Well, first of all, I know how
hard it is for you right now being out of work,
because I can tell you’ve got pride, you’ve been
working, you’ve been supporting your family.
And one of the things that’s been happening in
this most recent recession is men have actually
been losing jobs faster than women. And that is
a very difficult thing. I mean, I know that I take
great pride in, you know, taking care of my fam-
ily. And it’s hard when you lose your job.

The fact that you’ve been working steadily
for 13 years post-felony seems to me a message
that you made amends for your past mistakes
and that you are rehabilitated and that you’ve
proven yourself in the job market. So in that
sense, I think you’re actually better off than a
lot of folks who make mistakes and then never
get that first job that allows them to rehabilitate
themselves. They’ve got no employment histo-
ry; they’re just an ex-felon. They go in and no-
body gives them the time of day, and oftentimes
they end up getting back into trouble.

Now, we’re trying to set up some programs to
help ex-felons make that transition. But frankly,
based on what you’re telling me, your problem
is a problem that has nothing—or less to do
with your felony than the fact that the job mar-
ket is really tough right now. And that’s why all
I can tell you is we are working as hard as we
can to invest in construction and infrastructure,
to invest in things like clean energy, building so-
lar panels, and wind panels—wind turbines and
other things that point to a new manufacturing
base and a new energy future.

We’re trying to create the jobs of the future,
and we’re trying to get this economy moving
again, fix the banking system so that you start
seeing more economic activity. I have confi-
dence that you will find a job. I have confidence
in you. But in the meantime, the most that I can
do is to make sure that you’ve got unemploy-
ment insurance that you can rely on, that you’ve
got COBRA that you can rely on, that your fam-
ily is able to get some support during these
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difficult times, and then to try to get these jobs
created as quickly as possible.

What kind of work did you do?

U.S. Auto Industry

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. You looked into what?
Q. I worked in the auto industry for Toyota.
The President. In the auto industry. Well,

let’s talk about the auto industry for a second.
Now, first of all, you worked for Toyota, which
is, obviously, one of the best companies, and
so you—when Toyota is having problems and
laying off, that tells you how tough the prob-
lems are in the auto industry right now. 

We are going to have to work to move in the
direction of fuel-efficient cars and trucks. I
would have expected you to say that you were
working for an American car company, be-
cause they’re having much bigger problems.
But whether it’s Toyota or GM or Chrysler or
Ford or any company right now, the future is
going to be in fuel-efficient cars; it’s going to
be in these plug-in hybrids; it’s going to be in

developing the battery technology that allows
electric cars to run for 150 miles for every gal-
lon of gas. 

And what we need to do is to invest in re-
search and development around this clean en-
ergy auto technology. And one of the things
that we’ve committed to doing in our budget is
to spend $15 billion every single year in new
technologies that maintain cutting-edge auto
technologies that will ensure that good, effi-
cient, clean cars are made right here in the
United States of America. And hopefully we’re
going to put you back to work in the process.

Q. Thank you.
The President. So—all right, everybody.

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:44 p.m. at the
Orange Country Fair and Event Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Jerome Hunter, chan-
cellor, North Orange County Community Col-
lege District; and State Controller John Chi-
ang and former State Controller Steven P.
Westly of California.

Statement on the Appointment of Major General J. Scott Gration as United
States Special Envoy for Sudan
March 18, 2009

Today I am pleased to join Secretary Clin-
ton in announcing the appointment of Major
General J. Scott Gration as the U.S. Special
Envoy for Sudan. General Gration’s personal
and professional background, and his service
to the country as both a military leader and a
humanitarian, give him the insights and expe-
rience necessary for this assignment.

Sudan is a priority for this administration,
particularly at a time when it cries out for
peace and for justice. The worsening humani-
tarian crisis there makes our task all the more
urgent.

I have made clear my intention to work with
the international community to end the suffer-
ing. That means supporting the full, unob-
structed deployment of the joint African
Union/United Nations peacekeeping force and
the negotiation of a political solution that will
give the people of Darfur a meaningful voice

in the decisions that affect their future. The
Government of Sudan’s disastrous decision to
expel humanitarian relief organizations leaves
a void that will be filled by deprivation and de-
spair, and they will be held accountable for the
lives lost.

As we work to bring peace to Darfur, we
will continue to work with both parties to Su-
dan’s comprehensive peace agreement to en-
sure its full and complete implementation. All
parties must see this through if Sudan and the
surrounding region are to enjoy lasting stabili-
ty. 

I have worked closely and directly with
General Gration for several years, and have
traveled with him to refugee camps in Chad
filled with those who were displaced by the
genocide in Darfur. He is a valued personal
friend, and I am pleased he has accepted this
assignment. He knows the region, has broad
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experience, and has my complete confidence.
Standing alongside Secretary Clinton and Am-
bassador Rice, his appointment is a strong sig-
nal of my administration’s commitment to sup-
port the people of Sudan, while seeking a last-

ing settlement to the violence that has claimed
so many innocent lives.

NOTE: The statement referred to Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton; and Ambassador
Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative
to the United Nations.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Encourage
Voluntarism
March 18, 2009

I’m pleased that the House of Representa-
tives has passed the bipartisan GIVE Act, legis-
lation to usher in a new era of service in this
new century. I want to applaud all those who
have worked so hard to see this bill through the
House, and I am eager to see the companion
legislation, the Serve America Act, passed
through the Senate so I can sign it into law. 

This legislation will help create new opportu-
nities for millions of Americans to serve their
communities and help us meet our most press-
ing challenges, from rebuilding our schools to
providing opportunity for those in need, from
helping America’s veterans to helping get us on
the path to energy independence. At this mo-

ment of economic crisis, when so many people
are in need of help and so much needs to be
done, this could not be more urgent. 

We know that government alone is not the
answer to the challenges we face. It will take all
of us taking our share of responsibility. And
while government can provide the opportuni-
ties to give back to our communities, as I hope
it will through this legislation, it is up to each
and every citizen to seize those opportunities. It
is up to every one of us to do his or her small
part to make the world a better place.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1388.

Remarks at Southern California Edison’s Electric Vehicle Technical Center in
Pomona, California
March 19, 2009

The President. Thank you, guys. Thank you.
Please, everybody have a seat. Well, first of all,
Levon, what a wonderful story. I can tell you’re
a great dad, and Alex is lucky to have you. 

I want to make some additional acknowledg-
ments. We’ve got a lot of dignitaries here, peo-
ple who were helpful in helping to pull this to-
gether. First of all, the Congresswoman from
this district, Grace Napolitano, there she is
right there. We’ve got Senator Gloria Negrete
McLeod. Did I pronounce that properly? No?
Why don’t you help me out? 

Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod. Negrete
McLeod. 

The President. Negrete McLeod—so nice to
see you. Assemblywoman Norma Torres, Sena-
tor Christine Kehoe, good to see you; Senator

Ron Calderon. We’ve got the mayor of Long
Beach, Mayor Bob Foster is here; we’ve got the
mayor of Pomona, Mayor Elliott Rothman.
We’ve got Village Academy High School stu-
dents who are here—in the house. Ted Craver,
who is the CEO of Edison International, is
here, and just helped us on the tour. Go ahead
and stand. Thank you, Ted. We’ve got Al
Fohrer, who is the CEO of Southern California
Edison, who is here. We have Ed Kjaer, who
just gave me the tour, right here; Pat Lavin,
business manager, IBEW Local 47. 

Thank you all for taking the time to be here.
And it is good to be back in California. It’s al-
ways nice to get out of Washington for a little
bit, recharge your batteries. [Laughter] You
know a little bit about that here. [Laughter] I
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want to thank the folks here at the Electric Ve-
hicle Technical Center for the tour we just
had.

Yesterday I was in Costa Mesa talking with
people about this economic downturn that
we’re in. It’s a downturn that’s hitting this
State as much as any State in the Union. One
out of 10 Californians are out of work and ac-
tively looking for jobs. The foreclosure crisis
has had a devastating impact on southern Cali-
fornia in particular. But Californians aren’t
just bearing the brunt of this crisis; you are do-
ing what needs to be done to overcome it.

This workshop is a perfect example of that.
Day by day, test by test, trial by painstaking tri-
al, the scientists, the engineers, the workers at
this site are developing the ideas and innova-
tions that our future depend on. It’s your inge-
nuity that will help create the new jobs and
new industries of tomorrow.

I know it’s not easy. There are days, I’m
sure, when progress seems fleeting and days
when it feels like you’re making no progress at
all. That’s how it feels in the White House
sometimes too. [Laughter] But often, our
greatest discoveries are born not in a flash of
brilliance, but in the crucible of a deliberate
effort over time. And often they take some-
thing more than imagination and dedication
alone; often they take an investment and a
commitment from government. That’s how we
sent a man to the Moon. That’s how we were
able to launch a worldwide web. And it’s how
we’ll help to build the clean energy economy
that’s the key to our competitiveness in the
21st century.

We’ll do this because we know, as Levon
just said, that the nation that leads on energy
will be the nation that leads the world in the
21st century. Our children’s futures depend
on it. That’s why, around the world, nations
are racing to lead in these industries of the fu-
ture. Germany is leading the world in solar
power. Spain generates almost 30 percent of
its power by harnessing the wind, while we
manage less than 1 percent. Japan is produc-
ing the batteries that currently power Ameri-
can hybrid cars.

So the problem is not a lack of technology.
You’re producing the technology right here.

The problem is that for decades we’ve avoided
doing what we must do as a nation to turn
challenge into opportunity. As a consequence,
we import more oil than we did on 9/11. The
1908 Model T—think about this—the 1908
Model T earned better gas mileage than the
typical SUV in 2008. Think about that. A hun-
dred years later and we’re getting less gas
mileage, not better, on SUVs. Even as our
economy has been transformed by new forms
of technology, our electric grid looks largely
the same as it did half a century ago.

So we have a choice to make. We can re-
main one of the world’s leading importers of
foreign oil, or we can make the investments
that would allow us to become the world’s
leading exporter of renewable energy. We can
let climate change continue to go unchecked,
or we can help stop it. We can let the jobs of
tomorrow be created abroad, or we can create
those jobs right here in America and lay the
foundation for lasting prosperity.

And that’s what my recovery plan does. It
will create or save 3.5 million jobs, nearly
400,000 of them right here in California, in
part, by making investments in areas critical to
our long-term growth. And that is the forward-
thinking purpose of the budget that I submit-
ted to Congress. It’s a budget that makes hard
choices about where to save and where to
spend, that makes overdue investments in ed-
ucation, health care, and, yes, in energy—in-
vestments that will catalyze innovation and in-
dustry, create green jobs, and launch clean, re-
newable energy companies right here in Cali-
fornia.

Over the next 3 years, we will double this
Nation’s supply of renewable energy. We’ve
also made the largest investment in basic re-
search funding in American history, an invest-
ment that will spur not only new discoveries in
energy but breakthroughs in science and tech-
nology. We will invest $15 billion a year to de-
velop technologies like wind power and solar
power, advanced biofuels, clean coal, and fuel-
efficient cars and trucks that are built right
here in the United States of America. 

We will soon lay down thousands of miles of
powerlines that can create new energy in cities
and towns across this country. And we will put
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Americans to work making homes and buildings
more efficient so that we can save billions of
dollars on our energy bill, just like you’ve done
in California for decades. And we will put 1 mil-
lion plug-in hybrid vehicles on America’s roads
by 2015. That’s what we’re going to focus on.

Now, because these cars of tomorrow require
batteries of tomorrow, I’m announcing that the
Department of Energy is launching a $2 billion
competitive grant program under the Recovery
Act that will spark the manufacturing of the bat-
teries and parts that run these cars, that will al-
low for the upgrading of factories that will pro-
duce them, and in the process, create thousands
of jobs in facilities like this one all across Ameri-
ca. 

Show us that your idea or your company is
best suited to meet America’s challenges, and
we will give you the chance to prove it. And just
because I’m here today doesn’t exempt all of
you from that challenge. Every company that
wants a shot at these tax dollars is going to have
to prove their worth. So, Levon, you’re going to
have to work hard. [Laughter] 

We’re also making a $400 million downpay-
ment on the infrastructure necessary to get
these cars on the road. And because these cars
won’t leave the showroom unless consumers
buy them, the Recovery Act includes a new tax
credit of $7,500 to encourage Americans to plug
one in at home. 

Now, true to form, true to form, California
has already forged ahead with its own plans
rather than wait for Washington. It’s fitting that
the State home to the first freeway and the first
gas station is already at work devising the next
freeway and the next gas station. This green
freeway you’re planning with Oregon and
Washington would link your States with a net-
work of rest stops that allow you to do more
than just grab a cup of coffee, but also charge
your car, refuel it with hydrogen or biofuels,
swap out a battery in the time it takes to fill a
gas tank. Charging stations have begun to pop
up around downtown San Francisco, and that
city has just joined with San Jose and Oakland
with the vision of becoming the electric vehicle
capital of the United States.

And here at Southern California Edison and
all across the country, in factories and laborato-

ries, at the Big Three and at small startups,
these innovations are taking place right now. In
Michigan and Ohio and right here in California,
we’re seeing exciting developments in this field
as hard-working men and women like you are
already laying the groundwork for this new in-
dustry. Even as our American automakers are
undergoing some painful adjustments, they are
also retooling and reimagining themselves into
an industry that can compete and win, and mil-
lions of jobs depend on it.

So this is the critical work you’re doing, but
it’s just one component of what must be a com-
prehensive energy plan. And that’s why we’re
making an $11 billion investment in upgrading
our power grid, so that it can carry renewable
energy from the far-flung places that harness or
produce it to the cities that use it. That’s why
we’ll create jobs retrofitting millions of homes
and cutting energy use in Federal buildings by
one quarter, saving the American taxpayer $1.5
billion each year.

These are challenging times, but we know we
can do this. It won’t come without a cost; it
won’t be easy. We’ve got 240 million cars al-
ready on the road. We’ve got to upgrade the
world’s largest energy grid while it’s already in
use. And other countries aren’t standing around
and waiting for us; they’re forging ahead with
their own bold energy plans.

But this is the thing we have to remember:
We’ve faced tough challenges before. At our
best, we have never relied on hope and chance
alone. Time and time again, we’ve tapped those
great American resources: industriousness and
ingenuity. That, after all, is what California is all
about. This is a State that has always drawn peo-
ple who’ve had their eyes set on the horizon,
who’ve always dreamed of a future that others
thought beyond reach. That’s the spirit that you
are reclaiming here at the electric vehicle test
center. That’s the spirit we need to reclaim all
across the country.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Levon Atarian, fore-
man, Electric Vehicle Technical Center, South-
ern California Edison, who introduced the
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President, and his son Alex; Rep. Grace F. Na-
politano; California State Sens. Gloria Negrete
McLeod, Christine Kehoe, and Ronald S.
Calderon; California State Assemblywoman

Norma J. Torres; and Ed Kjaes, senior engi-
neer, Electric Vehicle Technical Center,
Southern California Edison.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Los
Angeles, California
March 19, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. It is
good to be here. It is good to be here. Al-
though I was hoping that the Governor was
going to take a little longer on his remarks, be-
cause I was standing outside soaking in some
rays. [Laughter] Nothing like California
weather. 

I am greatly honored to be joined here by
one of the great innovators of State govern-
ment, somebody who has been leading Cali-
fornia through some very difficult times, and
somebody who has turned out to be just an
outstanding partner with our administration.
I’m grateful for him; I’m grateful for the first
lady of California. Please give it up for Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Maria Shriver. Thank
you. 

Another outstanding public official, some-
body who is fighting every day on behalf of the
working people of Los Angeles and has a vi-
sion for the future for this great city, please
give a huge round of applause to your mayor,
Antonio Villaraigosa. Somebody who’s always
been ahead of his time and has covered the
waterfront in public service and has excelled in
each thing that he’s done, please, a big round
of applause for your attorney general, Jerry
Brown. 

Some other friends who are here, State Au-
ditor Elaine Howle—where’s Elaine? Right
here. Speaker of the Assembly, a great sup-
porter of Obama from the start, Karen Bass;
Senate President pro tem Darrell Steinberg is
here. State Senator Gil Cedillo is here. Assem-
blyman John Perez is here. Your two wonder-
ful United States Senators are not here, but I
want you to applaud them anyway, because
they work for us each and every day, Dianne
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer. Congresswoman
Lucille Roybal-Allard is not here, but she is

your Congresswoman, so give her a big round
of applause. And last person I want to men-
tion—well, two other people I want to men-
tion—I believe that my Secretary of Labor,
Hilda Solis, is here in the house. 

I also want to make this point. We are in a
facility named after one of the finest labor
leaders in this region’s history and in this
country’s history, Miguel Contreras. And
Miguel’s widow is a great friend of mine, a
great supporter, a great labor leader in her
own right. Please give it up for Maria Elena
Durazo. Maria Elena was one of our earliest
supporters at a time when nobody gave us a
chance. She said, “Si se puede.” We could do
it. And we’re grateful to her. Thank you so
much. 

It’s always nice to get out of Washing-
ton—at least for a little bit—and to come to
places like this. The climate is nicer. So is the
conversation sometimes. [Laughter] So I am
looking forward to taking your questions and
hearing about your concerns. And I look for-
ward to telling you about the work my admin-
istration is doing to address some of those con-
cerns.

But the one thing I don’t need to tell you is
that these are challenging times. I don’t need
to tell you this because you’re living it every
day. Between December of last year and Janu-
ary of this year, this State lost more than half a
million jobs; 1 out of every 10 Californians is
now out of work. Housing prices here have
fallen 20 percent in the past year, and you’ve
got one of the highest foreclosure rates in the
Nation.

So your public servants are working double
overtime to address these critical issues. And I
know how tough times are in Los Angeles, in
California, but also all across the country.
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Here’s what I want you to remember, though:
We are going to meet these challenges; we will
come out on the other side stronger and a more
prosperous nation. That I can guarantee you. I
can’t tell you how long it will take, what obsta-
cles we’ll face along the way, but I promise you
this: There will be brighter days ahead. 

Because of the Recovery Act that I signed in-
to law last month—and that your two outstand-
ing Senators, Feinstein and Boxer, worked so
hard to pass—we’re making major investments
to create jobs right here in California rebuilding
infrastructure, weatherizing homes, and putting
more police on the streets, supporting commu-
nity health centers. Altogether, we expect to
create or save more than 396,000 jobs in this
State over the next 2 years. 

But we also know that we can’t create as
many jobs as we want or rebuild our economy
the way we hope without addressing the prob-
lem at the heart of this economic crisis, and
that’s our housing crisis. We know that fixing
that crisis, breaking that cycle of falling home
values and rising foreclosures, is one of the keys
to fixing our economy.

And that’s why we’ve launched a housing
plan that will help millions of responsible hom-
eowners save money by refinancing or modify-
ing their mortgages. Our plan included impor-
tant steps to help lower interest rates. And to-
day, millions of Americans, people who never
thought they’d be able to lower their monthly
payments, are now able to take advantage of
these rates, which are the lowest that they have
been in decades. 

Already, we’re seeing a burst of refinancing.
Refinancing applications jumped 30 percent
last week to more than double the rate we had
last fall, saving the average homeowner hun-
dreds of dollars a month, the equivalent of a
generous tax cut. That’s money in their pocket,
money you can use right now to pay your bills or
pay off your debts or save up for a rainy day, to
save for retirement or that college education for
your child.

And today we launched a new web site called
makinghomeaffordable.gov, to help borrowers
determine whether they’re eligible for our plan
and to help them calculate how much money

the plan could save them on their mortgage, on
their monthly payments.

And keep in mind, this is in addition to the
$8,000 tax credit for first-time homebuyers
that’s in our recovery plan. And if you buy your
home—your first home—any time between
now and December 1st, you can claim that
credit this year, on your 2008 tax return, and re-
ceive that money in as little as 10 days. So if you
haven’t filed your taxes yet, but you’re thinking
about buying a house—[laughter]—you can re-
quest a 6-month extension until October 15th
and claim the credit before then. Or if you’ve
already filed your taxes or you wish to do so be-
fore April 15th, you can just amend your form
later this year after you’ve bought your home
and get your money then.

Look, the idea here is very simple: If you buy
a home this year, you should be able to get your
tax credit this year. That’s when you need it
most. That’s how we’ll help people start spend-
ing again. That’s how we’ll help raise home val-
ues, stabilize our housing market, create new
jobs again. That’s our plan. That’s what we’re
going to do right here in California. 

Now, I’m also pleased to announce that today
California will be receiving $145 million from
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to provide additional help to communi-
ties hardest hit by the foreclosure crisis. So
these funds will be used to buy up and rehabili-
tate vacant and foreclosed homes and resell
those homes with affordable mortgages and to
provide mortgage assistance and rehabilitation
loans for low-income and middle-income fami-
lies. That’s how we’ll help people here in Cali-
fornia live their dream of homeownership and
how we’ll start transforming abandoned streets
lined with empty houses back into thriving
neighborhoods.

Now, we know that it’s not enough to address
challenges like housing and infrastructure and
job creation just in the short term. None of this
will make a difference unless we build an econ-
omy that offers prosperity in the long run. We
can’t go back to a bubble-and-burst economy
based on reckless speculation and spending be-
yond our means, where a relative few do spec-
tacularly well while the middle class loses
ground. We can’t go back to a culture on Wall
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Street that says it’s okay to bend or break the
rules and a culture in Washington that says it’s
okay to look the other way. We can’t go back to
that. 

We can’t allow what happened at AIG to ev-
er happen again in this country. I know a lot of
people are outraged about this; I’m outraged
too. The idea that some of the very people who
drove our economy into the ground could ac-
cept bonuses with one hand while they’re tak-
ing taxpayer money with the other goes against
our most basic sense of what’s fair and what’s
right. I’m committed, as President, to ensuring
that we have the tools to prevent the kinds of
abuses that sent AIG spiraling in the first
place, so we never again put our financial sys-
tem at that kind of risk, and we’re not held
hostage by companies that are, quote, un-
quote, “too big to fail.”

We also want to do this because it serves the
most important goal we have today, which is to
rebuild our economy in a way that’s consistent
with our values, an economy that rewards hard
work and responsibility, not high-flying finan-
cial schemes; an economy that’s built on a
strong foundation, not one that’s propelled by
an overheated housing market or everybody
maxing out on their credit cards. We need to
bring about a recovery that endures. 

You remember—remember that ad where
it used to say, “We earn money the old-fash-
ioned way; we earn it.” Right? “We make mon-
ey the old-fashioned way; we earn it.” That’s
what we have to do. We have to get back to the
principle of hard work and innovation and
dedication. And that’s exactly the purpose of
the budget I’m submitting to Congress. It’s a
budget that makes hard choices about where
to save and where to spend. Because of the
massive deficit we inherited and the cost of
this financial crisis, we’re going through our
books, line by line, so that we can cut our defi-
cit in half by the end of my first term and re-
duce it by $2 trillion over the next decade. 

Now, I know that the Governor is having to
make these same tough choices. There are go-
ing to be initiatives here that talk about the
need for everybody to chip in, everybody to
give a little something up in order to get our
fiscal house in order. We’re going to have to

do that same thing at the Federal level. Mayor
Villaraigosa has got to do the same thing with
respect to city budgets. These are tough times.
What we won’t do, though, is cut investments
that will lead to real growth and real prosperity
over the long term, investments that will make
a difference in the lives of this generation and
future generations. 

So because we know that spiraling health
care costs are crushing families and dragging
down the entire economy, and because we
know it represents one of the fastest growing
parts of our budget, we’ve made a historic
commitment to health care reform in this bud-
get, reform that brings us closer to the day
when health care is affordable and accessible
for every single American. That’s something
we’ve got to shoot for. It’s time. It’s time. It’s
time.

We know and we’ve got three principals
right here in the front row—we know
that—we know and they know that countries
that out-educate us today will outcompete us
tomorrow. And that’s why my budget invests
in a complete and competitive education for
every American, in early childhood education
programs that work, in high standards and ac-
countability for our schools, in finally putting
the dream of a college degree or technical
training within reach for anybody who wants
it. 

Because we know that enhancing America’s
competitiveness will require reducing our de-
pendence on foreign oil and building a clean
energy economy, this budget will spark the
transformation we need to create green jobs
and launch renewable energy companies right
here in California. It makes clean energy the
profitable kind of energy and invests in tech-
nologies like wind power and solar power and
fuel-efficient cars and trucks and high-speed
rail—powered by batteries like the one I saw
in Pomona earlier today—all of which will
help us combat climate change. That’s got to
be a priority. That’s what this budget does. 

Now, here’s what this budget doesn’t do. It
doesn’t raise taxes on any family making less
than a 150—$250,000 a year, by a single dime.
In fact, 95 percent of all working families will
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receive a tax cut as a result of our recovery plan.
Now, there are those who say these plans are

too ambitious, that anything we should be try-
ing to do is just focused on the banking crisis,
that we should be trying to do less not more. In
fact, somebody was saying the other—today, I
think, that I shouldn’t be on Leno. [Laughter] I
can’t handle that and the economy at the same
time.

Listen, here’s what I say. I say our challenges
are too big to ignore. The cost of our health care
is too high to ignore. Our dependence on oil is
too dangerous to ignore. Our education deficit
is too wide to ignore. To kick these problems
down the road for another 4 years or 8 years,
that would be to continue the same irresponsi-
bility that led us to this point in the first place.
And I did not run for President to pass on our
problems to the next generation. I ran for Presi-
dent to solve these problems for the next gener-
ation and for the next President. So I—that’s
what you want. 

I know some folks on Washington and on
Wall Street are saying we should just focus on
their problems, and I understand the thinking
behind that. It would be nice if I could just pick
and choose what problems to face, when to face
them. So I could say, well, no, I don’t want to
deal with war in Afghanistan right now, and I’d
prefer not having to deal with climate change
right now. And if you could just hold on—even
though you don’t have health care, just please
wait, because I’ve got other things to do.
[Laughter] 

But that’s not how things work. That’s not
how it works for you. You don’t get to choose
between paying your mortgage bills or your
medical bills. You don’t get to choose between
paying your kids’ tuition and saving enough for
retirement. You’ve got to take all those prob-
lems on at the same time, and you need a gov-
ernment that will do the same. That’s what
leadership is about; that’s what the debate on
this budget is all about—about whether we’re
willing to do what it needs to be done to get our
economy moving and put people back to work
and put us on the road to shared and lasting pri-
orities. That’s what I’m going to do. That’s what
I’m going to focus on. We’re going to get it
done with your help. I need you all. 

Okay. All right. This is the fun part of the
program. Everybody have a seat. This is the fun
part of the program. Now, first of all, we haven’t
prescreened anybody. So if you don’t like me,
go ahead and just say, you know, “You’re a
bum.” That’s okay. Hold on, hold on one sec-
ond. Just hold on. [Laughter] Just a couple of
rules. First of all, we’re going to go girl, boy,
girl, boy. I’m not going to be able to get to every
question, so, people, raise your hands. I’ll try to
get as many as possible; we’ll try to go around
the room.

There are people with microphones in the
audience—this young lady, for example—an ex-
ample. So wait until she gets there so everybody
can hear your question. And the only other
thing is, since we have a lot of people and not
that much time, if everybody could try to keep
their question relatively short that will be help-
ful. Okay? And stand when I’ve called on you.
You don’t need to stand before I’ve called on
you, but stand when I’ve called on you.

Okay, this young lady in the black right here,
she gets the first question. Introduce yourself
too.

Health Care Reform

Q. My name is Patricia Zae.
The President. Hey, Patricia.
Q. Hi. First, I want to say I’m very glad and

thankful that you are our President. And 5 years
ago I told my friend Tim that Barack Obama
will be President, and he said, no, not in my
lifetime there won’t be a black President. And I
said, “Just wait a few years.” And when you won
I said, “I told you so.”

The President. See there. Always satisfying to
say, “I told you so.”

Q. And he was very happy. But he was very
happy for me to tell him so.

The President. Good.
Q. So my question is, you talk about health

care, which usually means insurance after
you’re sick. What about making our lifestyle
healthier? Like we have corn syrup, we have
trans fats, in all that food—those things are ille-
gal in Europe. And I know people that go to
Europe and they overeat, but they lose weight
because our—their foods don’t have all the hor-
mones and the additives. And also, you know
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that Clinton put legislation into—that limited
the dumping of mercury into the rivers, and
then you-know-who came into office and took
that legislation away, and now the——

The President. Okay, all right, all right, all
right.

Q. ——are out of control.
The President. Okay. Let me answer your

first question.
Q. Are you going to put that legislation——
The President. Okay. First of all, if you burn

that many calories asking a question—[laugh-
ter]—you know, I mean, she’s fired up. So
you’ll be able to eat whatever you want.

Q. No, not trans fats——
The President. Anyway, all right, let me an-

swer your question. And that—did you just
hit—hand the mike to somebody else.

This is actually a serious question. You’re
exactly right that if we are going to reform our
health care system, what we can’t do is simply
add more people to a hugely inefficient system
that is costing us more and more each and ev-
ery year, because eventually it will bankrupt
families, it will bankrupt State governments,
and it will bankrupt the country.

So the only way that we can initiate true
health care reform is if we control costs. And
one of the most important ways for us to con-
trol costs is to deal with the issue of preven-
tion, which means making sure that we have
proper nutrition programs in our schools,
making sure that we’ve got effective physical
education programs for our children. It means
making sure that everybody has access to a pri-
mary care doctor and that they are getting reg-
ular checkups, that we are avoiding prevent-
able diseases like diabetes that are helping to
shoot our medical costs through the roof.

So that’s going to be a huge component of
whatever health care reform package that I
sign, is a major push towards prevention.
There’s some other areas where we can do
some important cost savings as well. Informa-
tion technology—the Recovery Act provides
billions of dollars just putting our medical re-
cords online so—[inaudible].

Okay, hold on one second. If we’ve got a re-
placement mike that would be helpful, be-
cause this one’s going in and out a little bit.

You got one? Well, no, but you need that for
your guys. There we go.

Let’s—okay, that’s good. But these—if ev-
erybody’s data—medical data is in digital form
with important privacy protections, we can re-
duce medical errors, we can make sure that
doctors and nurses, pharmacists are all com-
municating more effectively. We’ll have, actu-
ally, better quality in hospitals, and we will also
be driving down costs. So there are a whole
host of measures that we put down payments
on, on the recovery package, but we’ve got to
get our budget passed in order to actually
make it happen.

One last point I’ll make; something that has
not been getting a lot of attention. We signed a
renewal of the Children’s Health Insurance
Program that added millions of children, in-
cluding children of legal immigrants, into the
mix. That’s an important tool to prevent long-
term diseases that can cost us a lot of money.

All right, the gentleman right here. The
gentleman right here with the beard.

Americans With Disabilities

Event staff member. [Inaudible]
Q. No, I’m unable to stand up. I believe that

I’m entitled to an exception of that rule under
the ADA. 

Event staff member. Oh, I’m so sorry.
Q. I forgive you.
The President. Go ahead. 
Q. Okay.
The President. Introduce yourself.
Q. I’m Gary Karp, and Mr. President, thank

God for you. Sir, my question regards the true
renaissance that’s happening with people with
disabilities. They are an emerging population,
millions of people with more potential in ca-
pacity, more mobile, more educated, more
healthy, more empowered technology, but still
trapped in very, very old social models that see
them in terms of tragedy and charity and need
and care. And the modern population of peo-
ple with disabilities simply does not fit that
model. 

And as your plan succeeds and you generate
these jobs, and as baby boomers retire, we’re
going to need every single person of capacity
to work that we can. And that must include
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many, many, many thousands, if not millions, of
people with disabilities. 

So—I see you nodding your head, so my first
question is, do you subscribe to what I’m saying,
and next of all, can you talk about how your dis-
ability agenda will release this emerging poten-
tial that’s currently wasted and untapped?

The President. Well, you are exactly right,
that we need everybody. And every program
that we have has to be thinking on the front
end, how do we make sure that it is inclusive
and building into it our ability to draw on the
capacities of persons with disabilities. That’s
true on the education front where our recovery
package increases funding for children with dis-
abilities. It is true in terms of how Hilda Solis,
our Secretary of Labor, will be thinking about
our training programs, to make sure that we are
not excluding from training for high-tech
jobs—the new jobs of the future—persons with
disability. It means enforcing the ADA and
fighting back on some of—court opinions that
have tried to narrow, in ways that I think are in-
appropriate, the original intent of that legisla-
tion.

So one of the things that I think is important
is to make sure, as you pointed out, that we
don’t see this as an afterthought, a segregated
program, but we are infusing every department,
every agency, every act that we take with a
mindfulness about the importance of persons
with disabilities, their skills, their talents, their
capacity. That I think is the approach that my
administration is going to take, and we hope
that by taking that approach that attitude will
infuse State and local governments that are also
receiving Federal money. Okay? 

This young lady right here has had her hand
up for a while.

Taxes/Use of Economic Stabilization Funds

Q. Hello, Mr. President——
The President. Don’t worry, I’m going to get

around. Hold on a second, I’m going around.
Go ahead.

Q. Hello.
The President. Hi.
Q. My name is Sharnette.
The President. Hey, Sharnette.

Q. And first of all, I would just like to say, as a
mixed-race individual, it’s so fantastic to finally
have a role model and a leader that I can actual-
ly identify with, so thank you.

The President. Well, that’s nice. Thank you. 
Q. They’re haven’t been a whole lot, growing

up. So, okay, so my question is specific to Cali-
fornia. As you know, we have one of the highest
costs of living in the U.S. here. A household in-
come that is considered middle or upper class
in any other State wouldn’t go very far here.
However, the tax laws and the recent economic
stimulus address household income on a nation-
al level and do not take into account the cost of
living by State, as far as I know. California now
has, as you mentioned before, a higher unem-
ployment rate than the national average; we
make up one-third of Nation’s foreclosures. 

So what I want to know is, what can be done
to address California’s unique and—unique sit-
uation and stimulate the economy here in Cali-
fornia, and like you mentioned, just be prosper-
ous into the future, keeping in mind, again,
household incomes. And we’re not really ap-
ples-to-apples with other States, but we’re taxed
as if we are. 

The President. Well, look, I mean, obviously,
there’s differentiation between States both in
terms of cost of living, but also in terms of sala-
ries. And generally, those are taken into account
through the deductions that are available
through the Tax Code. I would say that the big-
gest problem, though, is probably not—in our
Tax Code—is not the difference between how
Californians are treated and people in Idaho are
treated. The bigger difference actually has to do
with how people inside California are treated by
the Tax Code.

So if you are a multimillionaire who get most
of your income from dividends and capital
gains, then you’re typically paying 15 percent of
your income in taxes at the Federal level. But if
you’re a secretary making $30,000 a year in
wages, then you’re paying a higher rate. Now,
so the secretary is paying a higher rate than
Warren Buffett as a percentage of their income.
That’s the inequity that I think is most destruc-
tive, because what it’s done is, over the last de-
cade the average working family has seen their
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median income flatline; their wages and in-
come have not gone up.

On the other hand, people who were at the
very top of the income scale, and I’m now in-
cluded in that category, we’ve seen all the ben-
efits of economic growth when things were go-
ing well. And I actually think that contributes
to a cycle of bubble and bust. And if we have a
situation in which middle class people are
earning a decent living, where we’ve got bot-
tom-up economic growth, then I think that’s
good for everybody. I think ultimately that’s
good for businesses. I think it’s good for rich
folks, because when the economy rises, every-
body does well. And you don’t get as many dis-
tortions as you’ve gotten in this sort of bubble-
and-bust cycle that we’ve had.

Now, there are some things in California
that we are doing that focus on particular
needs here. We just talked—Governor
Schwarzenegger and Mayor Villaraigo-
sa—here in Los Angeles, for example, there is
an enormous opportunity to deal with traffic
and transit and transportation in a way that will
relieve congestion, make this economy more
efficient, more productive. But the needs of
Los Angeles in terms of transportation dollars
are going to be different from the needs of
somebody in a predominantly rural State. 

And one of the things that we want to do in
terms of how transportation dollars flow is to
start emphasizing the fact that the vast majori-
ty of people live in suburbs or in cities in met-
ropolitan regions, and how can we do a better
job in planning and coordinating regionally so
that you aren’t in your car for 2 hours a day.
There are things that we can do that end up
being specific to the situation of the economy
in California, but generally, California often-
times gets hit worse when recessions come,
but you also rise up faster when the economy
starts to recover. So I’m confident California
will continue to be on the cutting edge of our
economy.

All right, it’s a guy’s turn, so ladies, put your
hands down. [Laughter] It’s a guy’s turn. This
gentleman right here, right here.

Q. Mr. President, I really don’t have a ques-
tion, but I’d like to offer up to you a young lady
by the name of Lena Kennedy who hosted you

in Pasadena as possibly your domestic policy
adviser for children and families. 

The President. Oh, okay. [Laughter] All
right.

Q. And my name is John Kennedy.
The President. Okay, John. [Laughter] All

right, well, we’ll—does she know that you
were just doing that?

Q. No. Oh, no.
The President. That’s a shame. She’s going

to be all embarrassed. [Laughter] All right,
since that wasn’t really a question, I’m going to
call on another guy. 

Gentleman back there in the cap, right
there. Let’s get a microphone. Right there.

National Economy

Q. Thank you.
The President. What’s your name?
Q. My name is Peter Graff. I immigrated

here from Germany, and last summer, I was
very excited when you had that wonderful re-
ception in Berlin. 

Now, former Vice President Cheney used
to say deficits don’t matter. But since you in-
herited his mess, the national debt has been
growing and growing and no ending in sight.
I’m very happy you are in the White House,
but for the first time I’m worried about this
country, the stability and the future.

My question: How—is there a chance that
we may follow in the footsteps of Iceland and
one day just simply be broke? That’s the ques-
tion.

The President. No. [Laughter] 
Q. Thank you.
The President. No. But, you know, there is a

chance that we leave such a mountain of debt
to the next generation that it makes them poor
over the long term, because we’re having to
borrow from foreign countries, make interest
payments to other countries, and that over
time standards of living here are lower than
they should be relative to other countries. So
we’ve got to get control of our deficit.

Now, you’re right, I inherited a $1.3 trillion
deficit. And we saw the national debt double
during the previous administration, which is
why when I hear—generally, I’m a—I try to be
a bipartisan guy, but when I hear some folks
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from the other party in Congress start howling
about the deficits, I’m starting to think, well,
where have you been? What have you been do-
ing? 

I mean, you would’ve thought a good time to
do something about deficits was when the econ-
omy was going good, right? You would have
thought that’s when you would have been sav-
ing away a little bit. If you had inherited a sur-
plus, you would have thought that maybe, you
know, we’ll maintain that. So I don’t put much
stock in some of those political attacks. But
what is true is that the path we’re on right now
is unsustainable. 

So here’s what we have to do. Our most im-
mediate and urgent task is to put people back to
work and get the economy rolling again. That’s
the thing we have to do right now. And that
means that for the next couple of years, we’re
going to have to tolerate much higher deficits
than I’m comfortable with, not just for the re-
covery package, but the money that we’ve had
to put in to deal with the financial crisis. The
fact that people are out of work means they are
needing unemployment insurance, they need
additional—there are greater needs for food
stamps. All sorts of pressures and strains are
placed on State government and local govern-
ments during a deep recession like this one.

So we’ve got to suffer some big deficits while
we move into recovery. The worst thing we
could do is not worry about recovery, slash gov-
ernment spending at the same time as business-
es are slashing their spending and consumers
are slashing their spending. That creates a
downward spiral that could make things even
worse.

But as soon as we start seeing a recov-
ery—and my hope is, is that over the next cou-
ple of years, we will have started moving again,
building back up—then what we have to do is
build in a pathway for reducing our deficits.
We’ve already, in this budget, slated that in the
out years we’re going to reduce nondiscretion-
ary—nondefense discretionary spending. Ev-
erything other than defense spending and enti-
tlements like Social Security and Medicare,
we’re going to reduce those to the lowest level
relative to GDP of any time since the 1960s.

I’ve also said that we are going to end the
Iraq war, which is going to save us money dur-
ing that period of time. We are going to have to
reform Medicare, and that’s part of the overall
health care reform that we were talking about
earlier. If we can get control of health care costs
as a whole, then we can start bending the curve
of costs for Medicare and Medicaid.

So we are already making some tough choic-
es, reducing the deficit by $2 trillion, but we’re
going to have to do more. And the biggest thing
we’re going to have to do is take on Medicare
and Medicaid health care costs. That’s going to
be the most important thing that we can do over
the long term. All right. 

Okay. It’s a woman’s turn. This young lady
back there, go ahead.

Education Reform at the Local Level

Q. Hello, Mr. President, my name is Blanca
Aguilar Gomez. And this question is on behalf
of my sister, who’s a public school teacher for
the Los Angeles Unified School District, and on
behalf of all the children, which is over 700,000
children—the second-largest school district in
the Nation—we need help. 

Even with the best leadership that we have
currently with the district, with Board President
Monica Garcia and the new superintendent,
Ray Cortines, you know, we don’t—the State
doesn’t have the money, and we’re having to lay
off thousands of teachers, you know, it’s scary
for our children. 

You know, even with the stimulus packet, in
3 years, I think, we’re going to be in a deficit of
$1.3 billion. Where are we going to get that
money?

The President. Well, this is why—before we
came on, the Governor and I were talking. And
the fact is, is that we are massively ramping up
education spending at the Federal level, on a
whole variety of fronts. But historically most ed-
ucation funding is done at the State level, at the
local level.

So we may be able to take education funding
at the Federal level from 7 percent to 9 percent,
for example, but the lion’s share is still going to
be coming locally. And that’s why it’s so impor-
tant for everybody to be engaged in the various
initiatives that are going to be coming up, to
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make sure that what you just articulated, the
need to invest in our kids, that that is reflected
in terms of State budgets.

Now, one thing I’ve got to say, though—and
I think I speak for every public official
here—you can’t have something for nothing.
You can’t have something for nothing. I was in
the White House, and we had done this event
when we signed stem cell research, and a
woman who was in the audience, she came up
to me and she shook my hand and she said,
“Oh, President Obama, I’m very excited, but
you just had this health care forum—please,
please, I hope your plan is free health care for
all.” And I said, “Listen, nothing is free.”
Nothing is free.

So the reason I make that point is you can’t
ask local elected officials to raise teachers’ sal-
aries and cut taxes and balance the budget and
increase roads. At some point you’ve got to
make some choices. So if you want a high qual-
ity education—and California historically had
the best education system in the coun-
try—then somebody has got to pay for it.

Now, the obligation of local officials—and
this is the same—is true on the Federal Gov-
ernment—our obligation is to make sure that
every dime of money is being spent wisely, ev-
ery dime of money is being spent wisely. 

And when it comes to education—and I’m
speaking to teachers here and educators—let
me say this—I want to do some truth-telling
here. Uh-oh. [Laughter] I love teachers. There
is no profession that is more important than
teaching. My sister is a teacher, but—and I am
a huge supporter of the teachers’ unions. They
were some of my first supporters. But let me
tell you, you can’t just be talking more money,
more money, without also talking about how
are we going to reform and make the system
better. There’s got to be a reform agenda in
exchange for the money. There’s got to be a
reform agenda in exchange for the money. 

So don’t just say, give us more money or
smaller classrooms, but you’re not willing to
consider, for example, how are we going to do
better assessments. Or how are going to work
to improve teacher performance, and if a
teacher is not improving, how do we get them
to choose a different career, right? I mean,

there’s got to be some serious conversation
about that. 

Now, before I get off the topic of the educa-
tion, let me do a little more truth-telling. Par-
ents, you can’t complain about the schools and
complain about the teachers, but when your
child comes home, they’re playing video
games and not doing homework, and you don’t
have time to go to your teacher and par-
ent—teacher-parent meeting. Our parents
have to instill a sense of excellence and a thirst
for knowledge. 

And the truth of the matter is, even as over-
crowded as schools may be, as poor the com-
puter equipment may be, if you took a bunch
of kids right now from China or India and you
put them in these classrooms, from their per-
spective these would be unbelievable schools.
I mean, they don’t have better facilities, but
they’re out-performing us in math and science.
Why is that? Well, part of it is, is that we as
parents are not insisting and demanding on
the kind of higher performance from our kids.
So everybody has got to be more accountable
in order to improve our education system. 

All right. It’s a man’s turn. I’m going to turn
back here—this guy in the green shirt, right
here. Everybody likes you, man. What, is he
on like “Gossip Girl” or something? I
don’t—[laughter]—I didn’t recognize him, but
maybe he’s—is he a movie star? Who’s got a
mike? Go ahead.

Changing America

Q. Not a movie star, just one of your volun-
teers.

The President. There you go.
Q. And they’re all around here. And in my

book, that’s even more powerful. I guess that’s
the fundamental question I have is, there’s
such a passion in this country, and you in-
spired such a passion for us to do things that
we never had before in the name of volunteer-
ism, in the name of making you become our
President—like—and thank you to everyone
that was involved with that. 

My question is, clearly this is not something
you can do alone in terms of changing our
country. How can we best partner with you,
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how can we be most effective, moving forward,
to change this country? 

The President. Well, the first thing, I think, is
patience. No, I’m serious about this, because,
look, there was a lot of excitement during the
campaign, and we were talking about the im-
portance of bringing about change. We are
moving systematically to bring about change.
But change is hard. Change doesn’t happen
overnight. And the change we bring has to be
matched by a sense of responsibility, because if
you try to just change things overnight and you
haven’t thought everything through, you could
have some real problems.

So for example, I closed Guantanamo. That
was the right thing to do. But I made the—but
in making that decision I said we’re going to
take a year to figure out how are we going to
deal with the folks who are detained there,
some of whom really are dangerous folks, who if
we just release them could do us harm. I be-
lieve that we are going to be able to effectively
balance our national security needs with our
civil liberties concerns, but it’s not something
that happens overnight. We’ve got to do it sys-
tematically.

On the economy, this financial crisis that
we’ve had is the largest since the Great Depres-
sion. I understand how mad everybody is about
this AIG bonus business. I understand that. As I
said before, I’m mad. And even though I didn’t
draw up these AIG contracts, my White House
didn’t—it’s my responsibility to fix the system.
But fixing the system requires us understanding
that if banks are not solvent, if they are not
lending, then businesses are not going to be
able to invest; we are not going to be able to
create jobs. And we can be as mad as we want,
but the fact of the matter is, we’ve got to work
through this huge mess that was made in the fi-
nancial system. It’s going to cost some money.
It’s not going to be pretty; people are going to
be frustrated. And we are going to get it done.
So on a whole range of these fronts, the first
thing we need from the American people is a
sense that we are going to get it done, but it’s
going to take a little bit of time. 

The second thing is keep paying attention to
the debates that are taking place right now, so
when we have a big budget debate—I want ev-

erybody who was paying so much attention dur-
ing the election to be as interested—what’s go-
ing on in terms of education spending, what’s
going on in terms of higher health care spend-
ing, are the investments we’re planning to make
on energy, are they right ones? Because, again,
we’re going to have some tough choices to
make.

I can’t just keep on—I can’t print money.
And so if we are going to make a serious invest-
ment in clean energy, well, that requires that
we phase out dirty energy. And that requires
that we stop subsidizing certain things and in-
stead subsidize other things. Somebody is not
going to be happy about that because they’ve
been getting the subsidies, so they will start
running ads on television saying this is a terrible
energy plan.

And you’ve got to pay attention and educate
your coworkers and educate your friends and
your family. And we’re not—my administration
also—here’s one last claim I want to make, a
guarantee. We are not always going to be right,
and I don’t want everybody disappointed if we
make a mistake here or there. The important
point is, are we moving in the right direction;
are we, generally speaking, consistent with our
campaign promises; are we reflecting the values
of hard-working middle class Americans who
are trying to see Washington work for them? 

And that’s one thing I can assure you of, is
that 4 years from now, you are going to be able
to look back and you’re going to say, “You know
what—A, the guy worked hard on what he said
he was going to work hard on during the cam-
paign, and he may not have gotten everything
perfect, but we are moving in the right direc-
tion.” That’s what we’ve—that’s what we’re go-
ing to be focused on over the next few years.

All right, I’ve only got time for a couple more
questions. All right. I’ve got to—I’m trying to
look. I’m going to go way up there. Way up
there. Yes, that young—it’s a young lady’s turn
right there. Right there.

Financial Aid for Higher Education/Volun-
tarism

Q. Hi, President Obama. My name is Kirsten
Perry, and I’m a recent college graduate. My
mom is a teacher and my dad is a disabled
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carpenter, so needless to say, I have accrued a
significant amount of student loan debt. And I
want to know what your administration is go-
ing to do for young people like me who are ed-
ucated, who are new to the workforce, who
would be ready to enter the housing market,
ready to invest in small business, ready to take
lower paying jobs like teaching, but can’t be-
cause we’re burdened with an excess of stu-
dent loans?

The President. Right, well, it’s a great ques-
tion. It’s a great question. Here’s what we’re
going to be doing going forward, so let me
start there. In our current budget, we are call-
ing for mandatory increases in Pell grant pro-
grams to keep up with inflation, improvements
in the Perkins loan program. We are going to
cut out the middle men, banks that are making
huge profits on student loans, just make those
loans that are federally guaranteed directly to
the students. That will save us billions of dol-
lars that will allow us to expand student loan
assistance and grant assistance to more people.

So we’ve got a significant increase in stu-
dent loan support slated in this budget. Now, I
recognize, though, if you’ve already graduated
then that may not—that will be cold comfort
for you. And one of the things that we’re trying
to figure out is are there ways that we can low-
er interest rates or principal on some of the ex-
isting student loans that are out there by con-
solidation or other tools. We have not an-
nounced an official program on that front, but
we do believe that there are going to be some
things that we can do.

This is an example, by the way, of where the
banking reforms that we are talking about are
so important. We just announced some chang-
es, for example, in the ability of the student
loan market, the secondary market of securi-
tized student loans to be purchased in such a
way that we can reduce the interest rates on
student loans for everybody. But if we don’t
help the banks it’s going to be hard for us in
order to lower some of these student loan
rates. So a lot of these things are intertwined,
and we’ve got to make sure that we deal with
that.

The last point I want to make—I expect that
over the next couple of weeks, maybe even

next week, we are going to be in a position to
sign a national service bill coming from the
House and the Senate, and as part of this, what
we’re going to be doing is expanding programs
like the Peace Corps and Teach For America
and other mechanisms, other avenues where
you can make a decision as a young person to
teach for 3 years or to serve in the Peace Corps
or to serve in the Foreign Service or volunteer
in some fashion in your communities and help
finance your education in the process. And I
think there are young people all across Califor-
nia, all across America, who are interested in
that opportunity, and I want to give that op-
portunity to you. 

All right. Okay, this is the last question. You
know, I’m going to—on the last question I
think I—hold on a second, I think I want to
call on—I want to call on a young person, a
student. But it’s got to be a guy—it’s a guy.
No, no, you’re not that young, you sit down.
[Laughter] That guy right there. The young
guy in the T-shirt, or in the tie—in the tie.
This young man right here. That guy right
there. 

All right, you’ve got to stand up, though.
You look good in that tie.

Education Reform

Q. Hi, my name is Ethan. President Obama,
our school is in big trouble because of budget
cuts are—25 of our teachers already have been
fired, to get pink slips. And the whole school,
my class, we made this. 

The President. Oh, you made—are those
letters for me?

Q. Yes.
The President. What’s your name?
Q. Ethan Lopez.
The President. Ethan Lopez. How old are

you, Ethan?
Q. Eight.
The President. Eight. So what grade are you

in?
Q. Third grade.
The President. Third grade. Do you like

school?
Q. Yes.
The President. Yes, you do? Is that your

mom next to you?
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Q. Yes.
The President. Yes. She looks very nice.

[Laughter] Well, let me—as I said before,
Ethan, we’re going to do everything we can to
protect our teachers. We already passed a law in
Washington that’s going to give more money to
the State to help keep teachers in their jobs.
And one of the things that we didn’t talk about
earlier, we’re also going to be putting more
money into school construction, because there
are a lot of overcrowded schools and over-
crowded classrooms that don’t—aren’t wired
for the Internet effectively. And we are going to
make sure that we invest in that as well, because
I want you to get a first-class education.

What do you want to be when you grow up,
have you decided yet?

Q. Yes.

The President. What would you like to be?
Q. A cop.
The President. A cop. That’s what I’m talking

about, all right.
Well, I can tell that you will be an outstand-

ing police officer. Your mom is proud of you.
We’re all proud of you. Give Ethan a big round
of applause. 

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:18 p.m. at the
Miguel Contreras Learning Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to State Attorney General
Edmund G. “Jerry” Brown, Jr., of California;
Maria Elena Durazo, secretary treasurer, Los
Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL–
CIO; and Warren E. Buffet, chairman, Berk-
shire Hathaway, Inc.

Interview With Jay Leno of “The Tonight Show” in Burbank, California
March 19, 2009

Mr. Leno. I’m excited, I’m honored to intro-
duce my first guest, the 44th President of the
United States, please welcome President
Barack Obama. 

The President. Thank you. 
Mr. Leno. Good to see you.
The President. It is good to see you

and—[applause]. Thank you. Let me just say, I
think Kevin looks good in a suit. [Laughter]

Kevin Eubanks. Thank you, sir. Thank you,
sir.

The President’s Previous Visit/Life as President
of the United States

The President. He looks a little like Secret
Service. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. He does, yes. And you’re the only
guy who can get him to wear it. [Laughter]

Now, you know, it’s funny, because the last
time you were here, you walked in, you had
your jacket on your finger, and you had the two
guys with you——

The President. Right.
Mr. Leno. ——and that was it. Big change?
The President. You know, the—I was men-

tioning earlier, we landed yesterday, and
then—this is an example of life in the bub-
ble—we landed at the fairground down in Costa

Mesa, and I see the fairground where I think
we’re having this town hall, and I said, “Well,
why don’t we walk over there?” Secret Service
says, “No, sir, it’s 750 yards.” [Laughter] So I
was trying to calculate—well, that’s like a 5-
minute walk? “Yes, sir. Sorry.” [Laughter] Now,
they let me walk on the way back, but, you
know, the doctor is behind me with the defibril-
lator. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Wow.
The President. Michelle jokes about how our

motorcade—you know, we’ve got the ambu-
lance and then the caboose and then the dog
sled—[laughter]—there’s the submarine.
[Laughter] There’s a whole bunch of stuff going
on.

The President’s First Days in Office/National
Economy

Mr. Leno. Now it’s only, what, 59 days now,
right?

The President. Yes, 59 days.
Mr. Leno. And so much scrutiny. Is it fair to

judge so quickly? I mean——
The President. Well, look, we are going

through a difficult time. I welcome the chal-
lenge. You know, I ran for President because I
thought we needed big changes. And I do think
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in Washington it’s a little bit like “American
Idol,” except everybody is Simon Cowell.
[Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Wow. Wow. That’s rough. That’s
rough.

The President. Everybody’s got an opinion.
But that’s part of what makes for our democra-
cy. You know, it’s contentious, and people are
hitting back. And I do think, though, that the
American people are all in a place where they
understand it took us a while to get into this
mess, it’s going to take a while for us to get out
of it. And if they have confidence that I’m
making steps to deal with issues like health
care and energy and education, that matter
deeply to their daily lives, then I think they’re
going to give us some time.

American International Group (AIG) Bonuses/
Financial Regulatory System

Mr. Leno. Let me ask you about this. I know
you are angry, because, you know, doing what
I do, you kind of study body language a little
bit. And you looked very angry about these bo-
nuses; actually, stunned.

The President. Stunned. Stunned is the
word.

Mr. Leno. Tell people what happened. I
know people have been over it, just——

The President. Well, look, here’s what hap-
pened. You’ve got a company, AIG, which
used to be just a regular old insurance compa-
ny; then they insured a whole bunch of stuff,
and they were very profitable, and it was a
good, solid company. Then they decid-
ed—some smart person decided, let’s put a
hedge fund on top of the insurance company
and let’s sell these derivative products to banks
all around the world, which are basically guar-
antees or insurance policies on all these sub-
prime mortgages.

And this smart person said, you know, none
of these things are going to go bust; this sub-
prime thing, it’s a great deal; you can make a
lot of profit. So they sold a whole bunch of
them—billions and billions of dollars. And
what happened is, is that when people started
going bust on subprime mortgages, you had
$30 worth of debt on every dollar worth of

mortgage, and the whole house of cards just
started falling down.

So the problem with AIG was that it owed
so much and was tangled up with so many
banks and institutions that if you had allowed
it to just liquidate, to go into bankruptcy, it
could have brought the whole financial system
down. So it was the right thing to do to inter-
vene in AIG.

Now, the question is, who in their right
mind, when your company is going bust, de-
cides we’re going to be paying a whole bunch
of bonuses to people? And that, I think, speaks
to a broader culture that existed on Wall
Street, where I think people just had this gen-
eral attitude of entitlement, where, we must
be the best and the brightest; we deserve $10
million or $50 million or $100 million dollar
payouts.

Mr. Leno. Right.
The President. And, you know, the immedi-

ate bonuses that went to AIG are a problem.
But the larger problem is we’ve got to get back
to an attitude where people know enough is
enough, and people have a sense of responsi-
bility, and they understand that their actions
are going to have an impact on everybody. And
if we can get back to those values that built
America, then I think we’re going to be okay. 

Mr. Leno. Well, you know, it’s interesting,
when you said—it’s like, I had to laugh the
other day when the CEO of AIG said, okay,
I’ve asked them to give half the bonuses back.
Now, if you rob a bank and you go into
court—[laughter]—and you go, “Your Honor,
I’m going to give you half the money back.”
[Laughter] And they seem stunned that we’re
not jumping at this wonderful offer.

The President. Well, you know, the only
place I think that might work is in Hollywood.
[Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Let me ask you this. Now,
they—I heard them say, well, one of the prob-
lems is it’s contractual, and if we don’t pay
these bonuses, well, they can sue us. All the
time people say, so sue me.

The President. So sue me, right.
Mr. Leno. I mean, the Federal Government

is in debt a trillion dollars. We’re broke—sue
us. Sue me. [Laughter]
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The President. In fairness, I think that part of
the calculation they were making was the way
the contracts were written said, if you don’t pay
us immediately, then we can claim three times
as much as we were owed under the bonuses.
And so they were making a legal calculation,
and their legal judgment was not necessarily
wrong.

But there’s a moral and an ethical aspect to
this as well. And I think that’s what has gotten
everybody so fired up. The main thing—we’re
going to do everything we can to see if we can
get these bonuses back. But I think the most
important thing that we can do is make sure
that we put in a bunch of financial regulatory
mechanisms to prevent companies like an AIG
holding the rest of us hostage. Because that’s
the real problem.

The problem is not just what’s happened
over the last 6 months. The problem is what was
happening for years, where people were able to
take huge, excessive risks with other people’s
money, putting the entire financial system at
risk, and there were no checks, there were no
balances, there was nobody overseeing the pro-
cess.

And so what we’re going to be moving very
aggressively on, even as we try to fix the current
mess, is make sure that before somebody makes
a bad bet you say, hold on, you can’t do that.

Legislation to Tax Bonuses for Certain Em-
ployees of Companies Receiving Trouble Assets
Relief Program Money

Mr. Leno. Well, here’s something that kind
of scared me. Today they passed this thing that
says we’re going to tax 90 percent of these bo-
nuses. And the part that scares me is, I mean,
you’re a good guy—if the government decides
they don’t like a guy, all of a sudden, hey, we’re
going to tax you and then, boom, and it passes. I
mean, that seems a little scary as a taxpayer,
they can just decide—you want to take a break
and answer that when we come back? Okay,
hold that answer.

The President. I will. I’ve got a good answer
too.

[At this point, there was a break in the inter-
view.]

Mr. Leno. Welcome back. We are talking
with President Barack Obama. 

Before the break, I mentioned that they had
just passed this new bill which will tax them 90
percent, and I said it was frightening to me as
an American that Congress, whoever, could de-
cide, I don’t like that group, let’s pass a law and
tax them at 90 percent.

The President. Well, look, I understand Con-
gress’s frustrations, and they’re responding to, I
think, everybody’s anger. But I think that the
best way to handle this is to make sure that
you’ve closed the door before the horse gets out
of the barn. And what happened here was the
money has already gone out and people are
scrambling to try to find ways to get back at
them.

The change I’d like to see in terms of tax pol-
icy is that we have a system, going back to
where we were back in the 1990s, where you
and I who are doing pretty well pay a little bit
more to pay for health care, to pay for energy,
to make sure that kids can go to college who ar-
en’t as fortunate as our—as my kids might be.
Those are the kinds of measured steps that we
can take. But the important thing over the next
several months is making sure that we don’t
lurch from thing to thing, but we try to make
steady progress, build a foundation for long-
term economic growth. That’s what I think the
American people expect. 

Financial Regulatory System Reform

Mr. Leno. I just read today about Merrill
Lynch. They handed out 3.6 billion. It’s not
even million anymore, it’s billions in bonuses. I
know it would make me feel good—shouldn’t
somebody go to jail? [Laughter] I say that
because I watch those people in New York,
even people who had lost everything—when
Bernard Madoff went to jail, at least they felt
they got something.

The President. Right. They got some satisfac-
tion. Here’s the dirty little secret, though. Most
of the stuff that got us into trouble was perfectly
legal. And that is a sign of how much we’ve got
to change our laws, right? We were talking ear-
lier about credit cards, and it’s legal to charge
somebody 30 percent on their credit card and
charge fees and so forth that people don’t
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always know what they’re getting into. So the
answer is to deal with those laws in a way that
gives the average consumer a break.

When you buy a toaster, if it explodes in
your face there’s a law that says your toasters
need to be safe. But when you get a credit
card, or you get a mortgage, there’s no law on
the books that says if that explodes in your face
financially, somehow you’re going to be pro-
tected. 

So this is—the need for getting back to
some commonsense regulations—there’s
nothing wrong with innovation in the financial
markets. We want people to be successful; we
want people to be able to make a profit. Banks
are critical to our economy. And we want cred-
it to flow again, but we just want to make sure
that there’s enough regulatory common sense
in place that ordinary Americans aren’t taken
advantage of, and taxpayers, after the fact, ar-
en’t taken advantage of. 

National Economy

Mr. Leno. Yes—because when I was a kid,
we would—banks or credit cards would lend
you money so you would pay it back. Now they
lend you money so you can’t pay it back.
[Laughter] It’s like we were talking before, I
mentioned we all saw “A Wonderful
Life”—Mr. Potter, the meanest man, remem-
ber he owned the whole town? You know what
he charged on a mortgage? Two percent.
[Laughter] 

The President. He’s like Mother Teresa
now. [Laughter] 

Mr. Leno. Like Mother Teresa now.
[Laughter] He makes VISA look like ohh——

The President. Well, and part of what hap-
pened over the last 15, 20 years is that so much
money was made in finance that about 40 per-
cent, I think, of our overall growth, our overall
economic growth, was in the financial sector.
Well, now what we’re finding out is a lot of
that growth wasn’t real. It was paper money,
paper profits on the books, but it could be eas-
ily wiped out. 

And what we need is steady growth; we
need young people, instead of—a smart kid
coming out of school, instead of wanting to be
an investment banker, we need them to decide

they want to be an engineer, they want to be a
scientist, they want to be a doctor or a teacher.
And if we’re rewarding those kinds of things
that actually contribute to making things and
making people’s lives better, that’s going to
put our economy on solid footing. We won’t
have this kind of bubble-and-bust economy
that we’ve gotten so caught up in for the last
several years. 

Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner

Mr. Leno. Now, Treasury Secretary Geith-
ner, he seems to be taking a little bit of heat
here. How is he holding up with this? He
seems like a smart guy.

The President. He is a smart guy, and he’s a
calm and steady guy. I don’t think people fully
appreciate the plate that was handed him. This
guy has not just a banking crisis, he’s got the
worst recession since the Great Depression,
he’s got an auto industry on—that has been on
the verge of collapse. We’ve got to figure out
how to coordinate with other countries inter-
nationally. He’s got to deal with me; he’s got to
deal with Congress. And he’s doing it with
grace and good humor. And he understands
that he’s on the hot seat, but I actually think
that he is taking the right steps, and we’re go-
ing to have our economy back on the move.

Mr. Leno. Now, see, I love that it’s all his
problem. [Laughter] 

The President. No, no, no.
Mr. Leno. I mean, when he came in you

probably said, “Hey, this is not a problem.”
Now, it’s, “Hey, you got this, you got that; hey,
good luck.” [Laughter]

The President. No, no, but this is the point
that I made, I think, 2 days ago, when some-
body asked, “Well, do you have confidence in
Tim Geithner?” I said, “Look, I’m the Presi-
dent, so ultimately all this stuff is my responsi-
bility.” If I’m not giving him the tools that he
needs to make sure that we’re moving things
forward, then people need to look at me. 

On the AIG thing, all these contracts were
written well before I took office, but ultimate-
ly I’m now the guy who’s responsible to fix it.
And one of the things that I’m trying to break
is a pattern in Washington where everybody is
always looking for somebody else to blame.
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And I think Geithner is doing an outstanding
job. I think that we have a big mess on our
hands. It’s not going to be solved immediately,
but it is going to get solved. And the key thing is
for everybody just to stay focused on doing the
job instead of trying to figure out who you can
pass blame on to.

Economic Stabilization Funds

Mr. Leno. Well, when will the money—this
money was given out to the banks, I would have
thought by this time it would have sort of trick-
led down to Main Street, to people wanting to
get loans. I mean, it all went out there months
and months ago. Where is it?

The President. Well, what’s happening is a lot
of these banks are keeping it in the bank be-
cause their balance sheets had gotten so bad
that they decided, you know what, for us to stay
solvent we need to maintain certain capital ra-
tios; we’ve got to have a certain amount of capi-
tal in the bank. And they haven’t started lending
it yet. And that’s why what we’ve got to
do—right now what we’re doing is essentially
doing a diagnostic test—trying to use some auto
language here so you—[laughter].

Mr. Leno. Got you.
The President. We’re doing a diagnostic on

each of the banks, figuring out what are their
capital levels, can they sustain lending. And
then I think we’re going to separate out—those
banks that are in good shape, we’re going to say
to them, all right, you’re on your own; go start
lending again. Those banks that still have prob-
lems, we’ll do a little more intervention to try to
clean some of those toxic assets off their books.

But I actually have confidence that we’ll get
that done. In the meantime, we’re taking a lot
of steps to, for example, opening up—open up
separate credit lines outside of banks for small
businesses so that they can get credit, because
there are a lot of small businesses out here who
are just barely hanging on. Their credit lines are
starting to be cut. We’re trying to set up a secu-
ritized market for student loans and auto loans
outside of the banking system. So there are oth-
er ways of getting credit flowing again. But
that’s why we’ve got to solve the banking prob-

lem, and we’ve got to solve issues like health
care, energy, and education that will put us on a
pathway for long-term economic growth.

Mr. Leno. We’re going to take a break. When
we come back I want to ask you what we can
do—all right, we’ll take a break. More with the
President, we’ll be right back. 

[There was another break in the interview.]

Weathering the Current Economic Situation

Mr. Leno. Welcome back. Talking with Presi-
dent Barack Obama. So I was going to ask you
before we went to the break—so you have—ob-
viously, we have a lot of people with a few dol-
lars—couple of hundred, couple of thou-
sand—but there’s millions of them. Okay, obvi-
ously, that’s a tremendous financial forest. What
should they do? Put their money in the bank?
Should they be spending money? Should they
hide it under their mattress?

The President. Look, first of all, everybody
should have complete confidence in the banks.
They’re deposits are protected. They shouldn’t
be putting it in their mattresses. I will leave it
up to others to provide individual, personal fi-
nancial advice.

But I will say this, that if you’re working right
now, obviously, you’ve got to be prudent and
you’ve got to recognize that the economy has
been in a tough way. But, you know, we’ve still
got kids who are going to need a coat for winter
or a computer for school. You know, that young
family is still going to at some point need to buy
a house. And right now cars, for example, we
know that typically you need about 14 million
cars for this population, and right now only 9
million are being sold every year. So at some
point those inventories are going to run down
and people are going to start buying cars again.

So you know, what people should not do is
forget that what has built America has always
been a faith and a confidence in the future. And
our future is bright if we take some smart steps
right now. And that’s what we’re working on in
Washington. And I think, if everybody stays fo-
cused on getting through these tough times, the
future is going to be very bright for all of us.
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Alternate Fuel Sources/U.S. Auto Industry

Mr. Leno. Now, you mentioned cars a min-
ute ago. You went to the electric car—you
went to look at some batteries today.

The President. I did. It’s spectacular what is
being down now with plug-in hybrids, where
not only are you getting the hybrid technology,
but now you can plug it in at home in your ga-
rage. And potentially, we could see cars get-
ting 150 miles to a gallon of gas. And when you
get home you could potentially sell the energy
in your car back into the grid, back to your
utility, and get money.

So we’re going to be investing billions of
dollars in research and development around
these technologies. I know that you were men-
tioning you’ve got a hydrogen car——

Mr. Leno. I’ve got the GM hydrogen car.
That’s a whole new——

The President. That’s a whole new level of
technology. That’s what’s going to create the
auto industry of the future. That’s where we’re
going to win back manufacturing. But right
now we’re behind. These batteries are being
made in Japan, just like wind power is being
made in Europe. We need to bring that here,
and that’s part of what my budget and part of
what our Recovery Act is all about.

Air Force One

Mr. Leno. Let me ask you some personal
things. Now, how cool is it to fly in Air Force
One? [Laughter]

The President. Now, let me tell you, I per-
sonally think it’s pretty cool. Especially be-
cause they give you, you know, the jacket with
the seal on it. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Oh, yeah. See, I still get the little
wings when I fly.

The President. So you have the jacket. I will
tell you, though, Malia and Sasha, my daugh-
ters, they’re just not as impressed. The first
time we went on Marine One—right, you’ve
got the marines in front and they’re saluting
you, and we go up, and we’re passing the
Washington Monument, circling around on
the way to Camp David, and Sasha looks over
and she says, “Are those Starbursts?” [Laugh-
ter] There’s, like, the candy in the little canis-

ter. [Laughter] That’s—“Can we have some?”
[Laughter] So they’re splitting up the Star-
bursts, and we’re flying over the Lincoln Me-
morial. And that—so they got a whole ’nother
level of cool. [Laughter]

The President’s Sporting Activities

Mr. Leno. Now, are they going to put a bas-
ketball—I imagine the bowling alley has been
just burned and closed down.

The President. No, no. I have been practic-
ing bowling. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Really? Really?
The President. I bowled a 129. [Laughter]
Mr. Leno. Oh, no, that’s very good. Yes. No,

that’s very good, Mr. President.
The President. It’s like—it was like Special

Olympics or something. [Laughter]
Mr. Leno. No, that’s very good.
The President. No, listen, I’m making prog-

ress on the bowling, yes.
Mr. Leno. And how about, are you going to

put in a basketball court?
The President. Oh, yes. Yes. Well, we have a

basketball court already at Camp David. We
just had a little rim that was inade-
quate—[laughter]—at the White House now.
But there are tennis courts, so we’re going to
just get those—you know, those rims that you
can roll in and out. And then we’ll just put
them on either end.

The President’s Basketball Games/NCAA Bas-
ketball’s Final Four

Mr. Leno. Let me ask you, when peo-
ple—“Mr. President, would you like to play?”
“Yes, I would.” Do they throw the game?
Come on. [Laughter]

The President. I don’t see why they would
throw the game, except for all those Secret
Service guys with guns around. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Yes, exactly.
The President. I will say that I don’t think I

get the hard fouls that I used to. Usually I
don’t——

Mr. Leno. Yes, Reggie goes, ooh, I missed,
ooh. [Laughter]

The President. Reggie doesn’t do that. This
is Reggie Love, my assistant. He played for
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Duke, very competitive guy. He doesn’t let me
win because, as he pointed out, if you lose to
Obama you never hear the end of it. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. See, there you go. Now, have you
picked your final four?

The President. I did. 
Mr. Leno. Okay. How about your final one,

who do you got?
The President. I got North Carolina Tar

Heels. 
Mr. Leno. North Carolina.
The President. That’s what I got. I think I got

a hard time from Reggie, because he played at
Duke, and you know, Coach K, being competi-
tive, I think was a little—you know, pushed
back a little bit today. And I understand that.
That’s what you want. You want everybody to
be competitive. I think these are all great teams.

Mr. Leno. Like, do you look at the whole pic-
ture when you do that? For example, isn’t that a
swing State? [Laughter] I’m just saying, are you
looking at the whole picture when you pick?

The President. I mean, the fact that teams
from North Carolina, Indiana, Iowa, all seem to
do well in my bracket—[laughter]—I think is a
complete coincidence. Absolutely.

The First Family’s Dog

Mr. Leno. All right, one last question. Now,
when is the dog coming? I keep hearing about
the dog. It seems to me—when was the dog
supposed to be there by? Wasn’t it—I thought
it was, like, as soon as——

The President. Listen, this is Washington.
[Laughter] That was a campaign promise.
[Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Oh, wow. Wow. Man. [Laughter]
The President. I’m teasing. The dog will be

there shortly. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Now what kind of dog?
The President. We have actually sort of been

laying the groundwork here. We’ve got a
trip—I’ve got to go to the NATO summit.
When we get back, dog will be in place.

Mr. Leno. Wow. And it’s, what, a Portuguese
water head? [Laughter] What is it, what kind of
dog is it?

The President. It’s not that. [Laughter]
Mr. Leno. It’s not that.
The President. It’s not a “water head.”

[Laughter]
Mr. Leno. Whatever they are, I don’t know

what they are.
The President. That sounds like a scary

dog—[laughter]—sort of dripping around the
house. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. I don’t know what it is.
The President. No, no. We’re going to get a

dog that is—that I think the girls will have a
great time—I think I’m going to have a lot of
fun with it. You know, they say, if you want a
friend in Washington, get a dog. [Laughter]

Mr. Leno. Exactly. Mr. President, I must say,
this has been one of the best nights of my life.
Thank you very much, sir.

The President of the United States. 

NOTE: The interview began at 4:22 p.m. at
NBC Studios. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Kevin Eubanks, music director, “The
Tonight Show with Jay Leno”; Simon Cowell,
judge, “American Idol”; Edward Liddy, chief
executive officer, American International
Group, Inc.; former stock broker Bernard
Madoff, who was convicted of 11 felonies, in-
cluding securities fraud and money laundering,
on March 12; and Mike Krzyzewski, coach,
Duke University’s men’s basketball team.

Statement on House of Representative Passage of Legislation to Tax Bonuses
for Certain Employees of Companies Receiving Troubled Asset Relief
Program Money
March 19, 2009

Today’s vote rightly reflects the outrage that
so many feel over the lavish bonuses that AIG
provided its employees at the expense of the

taxpayers who have kept this failed company
afloat. Now this legislation moves to the Senate,
and I look forward to receiving a final product
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that will serve as a strong signal to the execu-
tives who run these firms that such compensa-
tion will not be tolerated.

In the end, this is a symptom of a larger
problem, a bubble and bust economy that val-
ued reckless speculation over responsibility

and hard work. That is what we must ultimate-
ly repair to build a lasting and widespread
prosperity.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1586.

Remarks to the National Conference of State Legislatures
March 20, 2009

Thank you so much. Please, everybody have
a seat. Thank you so much. It is wonderful to
see so many of you, a lot of old friends who I
saw on the campaign trail, had a chance to
meet all across the country, and I’m glad we’re
now gathered together to try to actually get
something done.

You know, over the last 2 years during the
course of this campaign, one of the things that
I saw was how dedicated each and every one of
you are to making sure that your States and
your constituencies are well served by State
government. And part of my job as President is
to ensure that we’re a good partner with you,
because you’re where rubber hits the road;
you’re where people actually see the benefits
of a good education and high-quality health
care, transportation, energy plans that actually
make sense.

And so the purpose, the goal of this meeting
is to ensure that we are all on the same page,
because our folks are counting on it. And it’s
helpful for me also to talk to you because you
guys see things from outside of Washington.
And the more I can break out of the bubble,
the better off I am.

Over the last 2 days, I’ve been traveling in
California, talking with Americans about the
challenges they’re facing as a result of this eco-
nomic crisis. And these are challenges that all
of you know very well. You’re on the frontlines
of this recession. It’s your States that are strug-
gling with shrinking revenues; your budgets
are being cut; services that your families de-
pend on in a moment of need are being placed
under tremendous strain. And as a former
State legislator, I know how difficult your work
can be and how important it is to have a strong
partner in Washington. I want you to know I’m
committed to being that kind of partner.

And that’s why we’re taking unprecedented
steps not just to help your States make it
through these difficult times, but to make sure
that you come out stronger on the other end,
more prosperous than you were before. That’s
the purpose of the budget that I’m submitting
to Congress. It’s a budget that makes hard
choices about where to save and where to
spend. Because of the massive deficit we in-
herited and the cost of this financial crisis, we
are having to go through the books line by line,
page by page, so that we can cut our deficit in
half by the end of my first term and reduce it
by $2 trillion over the next decade.

What we will not cut are investments that
will lead to real growth and prosperity over the
long term. That’s why our budget makes a
historic commitment to comprehensive health
care reform. That’s why it enhances America’s
competitiveness by reducing our dependence
on foreign oil and building on a clean energy
economy. And that’s why it makes a
downpayment on a complete and competitive
education for every child in America from the
cradle up through the time that they get a
career. In short, our budget will strengthen
each of our 50 States for generations to come.

And that’s also the purpose of the Recovery
Act that I signed into law last month. It’s a
plan that will not only help States and painful
budget cuts, but also make a meaningful dif-
ference in the lives of Americans across this
country. Because of what we did, there will be
teachers in the classroom and police on the
beat who otherwise wouldn’t be pursuing their
essential missions. Because of what we did,
neighborhood health clinics are creating jobs
and providing affordable care to those who
need it. And because of what we did, 95 per-
cent of hard-working families will receive a tax
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cut, a tax cut that they’ll see in their paychecks
starting on April 1st. So altogether we expect to
create or save 3.5 million jobs, 90 percent of
which are in the private sector.

It’s the most sweeping recovery plan in our
Nation’s history, and with a plan of such size
comes an obligation to be vigilant with every
dime that we spend. That will require all of
us—me, Joe, each of you—to hold yourselves
accountable. It will require a new level of trans-
parency in how we invest taxpayer dollars. It
will require a new sense of responsibility here
in Washington, but also in the 50 States. And
that’s a standard that we’ve sought to uphold
from the very beginning. 

That’s why I asked Joe to ensure that we are
implementing our Recovery Act quickly and
implementing it well. That’s why I’ve appointed
a proven and aggressive Inspector General to
help prevent waste and fraud before it happens
and root it out when it does. And that’s why, on
the very day I signed our Recovery Act into law,
we launched a web site called recovery.gov, so
that Americans can see where their tax dollars
are going and make sure we’re delivering re-
sults. And 46 States have launched their own
web sites—linked to recovery.gov—to help
people keep track of how money is being spent
down to the local level.

Today, as part of our continuing efforts to
make government more accountable, we’re tak-
ing the next step in implementing the Recovery
Act. I’m issuing a directive that will provide
guidelines to Federal agencies for what does
and what does not constitute an acceptable use
of taxpayer money, guidelines that will help en-
sure that we are proving ourselves worthy of the
great trust the American people have placed in
us.

That starts with a fundamental commitment.
Decisions about how Recovery Act dollars are
spent will be based on the merits. Let me re-
peat that. Decisions about how Recovery mon-
ey will be spent will be based on the merits.
They will not be made as a way of doing favors
for lobbyists. 

Any lobbyist who wants to talk with a mem-
ber of my administration about a particular Re-
covery Act project will have to submit their
thoughts in writing, and we will post it on the

Internet for all to see. If any member of my ad-
ministration does meet with a lobbyist about a
Recovery Act project, every American will be
able to go online and see what that meeting was
about. These are unprecedented restrictions
that will help ensure that lobbyists don’t stand
in the way of our recovery.

And this plan cannot and will not be an ex-
cuse for waste and abuse. Whenever a project
comes up for review, we’re going to ask a simple
question: Does it advance the core mission of
the Recovery Act? Does it jump-start job cre-
ation? Does it lay the foundation for lasting
prosperity?

The initiatives that will get priority will be
ones that have demonstrated how they meet
this test, initiatives that maximize the number
of jobs we are creating so we can get the most
bang out of every taxpayer buck, initiatives that
help make health care more affordable and re-
build our crumbling roads and bridges or pro-
vide other enduring benefits to the American
people.

Now, no plan is perfect. And I can’t stand
here and promise you that not one single dollar
will slip through the cracks. But what I can
promise you is that we will do everything in our
power to prevent that from happening, which is
why we’re building on the provisions in the Re-
covery Act to forbid the use of these funds to
build things like dog parks. Now, let me be
clear. I don’t have anything against dog parks.
[Laughter] I intend to get a dog. [Laughter]
What I do oppose is building them with funds
from the Recovery Act, because that’s not how
we’ll jump-start job creation, and that’s not how
we’ll put our economy on a firmer footing for
the future.

And because I’m not willing to ask all of you
to do what I’m not willing to do myself, we’re
going to set an example here in the White
House. Now, I’ll give you an example. Recently,
a proposal was submitted requesting Recovery
Act funds to modernize old electrical and heat-
ing systems in the East Wing of the White
House. Now, this is a much-needed project
that’s long overdue, and I hope Congress funds
it in the future. But because this request does
not meet the high standards that I have set, be-
cause it will not create many jobs or advance
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our recovery, it will not be funded under the
Recovery Act.

So the rules I’m putting in place today will
help create a new culture of accountability.
And I’m pleased that the U.S. Conference of
Mayors has committed to joining us in this ef-
fort. I don’t need to remind you that the
American people are watching what we do.
They need this plan to work. They’re skeptical,
and understandably, because they’ve seen tax-
payer dollars frittered away before. They ex-
pect to see their hard-earned money spent ef-
ficiently. And this extraordinary moment re-
quires extraordinary responsibilities on all our
part. There’s little room for error here, espe-
cially in a time for crisis.

You know, during World War II, a largely
unknown Senator grew concerned that waste,
corruption, and scandal threatened to choke
off our Nation’s war efforts before they’d truly
begun. Congress didn’t think a whole lot of the
matter and granted him far less money than
he’d asked for, but this little-known Member
of Congress named Harry Truman had the
courage of his convictions. So he traveled all
across the country, gathered information,
holding hundreds of hearings and issuing doz-
ens of reports, and when it was all over, he had
saved billions of dollars and deterred corrup-

tion and bolstered America’s confidence in the
conduct of the war.

What Harry Truman understood was that
spending tax dollars wisely isn’t just about
keeping our books straight, it’s about fulfilling
our obligations as keepers of the public trust.
And while I do not know how long the road to
recovery will be, I do know that we’re in a fight
right now to get this economy back on track.
And if we act with the same sense of responsi-
bility that Harry Truman showed during war-
time all those years ago, and if we build a part-
nership that stretches from the statehouse to
the White House, then we’ll turn this economy
around and the American people will emerge
from this crisis stronger than we were before.

So thank you very much. I’m looking for-
ward to working with you. Thank you, guys. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Vice President Joe Biden; and Interi-
or Department Inspector General Earl E.
Devaney, Chair, Recovery Accountability and
Transparency Board. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Vice President Joe
Biden.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting on Transportation Infrastructure
March 20, 2009

Hey, guys. Good to see you. Well, I am
thrilled to have three of the most innovative
elected officials in the country, representing
not only a wide range of political spectrums,
but also different States, different responsibili-
ties, all of whom are concerned about the issue
of our infrastructure and how we develop the
long-term prosperity that’s going to be so im-
portant for America’s success.

And I’m confident that with all these bright
minds sitting around the table, that we’re go-
ing to not only continue the progress that’s
been made in the Recovery Act, but we’re go-
ing to be able to get a budget passed that re-
flects our—the concerns that we’re hearing

around the table. And that we’re going to be
able to, on the highway reauthorization act,
we’re also going to be able to build in some in-
novative approaches that will make a lot of dif-
ference and spur the kind of job creation, eco-
nomic growth, and development that we all
want to see.

All right. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Arnold A.
Schwarzenegger of California; Mayor Michael
R. Bloomberg of New York City; and Gov. Ed-
ward G. Rendell of Pennsylvania.
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Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Nowruz
March 20, 2009

Today I want to extend my very best wishes
to all who are celebrating Nowruz around the
world. This holiday is both an ancient ritual and
a moment of renewal, and I hope that you enjoy
this special time of year with friends and family.

In particular, I would like to speak directly to
the people and leaders of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. Nowruz is just one part of your great
and celebrated culture. Over many centuries,
your art, your music, literature, and innovation
have made the world a better and more beauti-
ful place.

Here in the United States, our own commu-
nities have been enhanced by the contributions
of Iranian Americans. We know that you are a
great civilization, and your accomplishments
have earned the respect of the United States
and the world.

For nearly three decades, relations between
our nations have been strained. But at this holi-
day we are reminded of the common humanity
that binds us together. Indeed, you will be cele-
brating your New Year in much the same way
that we Americans mark our holidays, by gath-
ering with friends and family, exchanging gifts
and stories, and looking to the future with a re-
newed sense of hope.

Within these celebrations lies the promise of
a new day, the promise of opportunity for our
children, security for our families, progress for
our communities, and peace between nations.
Those are shared hopes; those are common
dreams.

So in this season of new beginnings, I would
like to speak clearly to Iran’s leaders: We have
serious differences that have grown over time.
My administration is now committed to diplo-
macy that addresses the full range of issues be-
fore us and to pursuing constructive ties among
the United States, Iran, and the international
community. This process will not be advanced

by threats. We seek instead engagement that is
honest and grounded in mutual respect.

You, too, have a choice. The United States
wants the Islamic Republic of Iran to take its
rightful place in the community of nations. You
have that right, but it comes with real responsi-
bilities, and that place cannot be reached
through terror or arms, but rather through
peaceful actions that demonstrate the true
greatness of the Iranian people and civilization.
And the measure of that greatness is not the ca-
pacity to destroy, it is your demonstrated ability
to build and create.

So on the occasion of your New Year, I want
you, the people and leaders of Iran, to under-
stand the future that we seek. It’s a future with
renewed exchanges among our people and
greater opportunities for partnership and com-
merce. It’s a future where the old divisions are
overcome, where you and all of your neighbors
and the wider world can live in greater security
and greater peace.

I know that this won’t be reached easily.
There are those who insist that we be defined
by our differences. But let us remember the
words that were written by the poet Saadi so
many years ago: “The children of Adam are
limbs to each other, having been created of one
essence.”

With the coming of a new season, we’re re-
minded of this precious humanity that we all
share. And we can once again call upon this
spirit as we seek the promise of a new begin-
ning.

Thank you, and Eid-eh Shoma Mobarak.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were video-
taped at 12:20 p.m. on March 18 in the Map
Room at the White House for later broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Persian language transcript of these remarks.
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The President’s Weekly Address
March 21, 2009

Last week, I spent a few days in California
talking with ordinary Americans in town halls
and in the places where they work. We talked
about their struggles, and we talked about
their hopes. At the end of the day, these men
and women weren’t as concerned with the
news of the day in Washington as they were
about the very real and very serious challenges
their families face every day: whether they’ll
have a job and a paycheck to count on; wheth-
er they’ll be able to pay their medical bills or
afford college tuition; whether they’ll be able
to leave their children a world that’s safer and
more prosperous than the one we have now. 

Those are the concerns I heard about in
California. They are the concerns I’ve heard
about in letters from people throughout this
country for the last 2 years, and they are the
concerns addressed in the budget I sent to
Congress last month. 

With the magnitude of the challenges we
face, I don’t just view this budget as numbers
on a page or a laundry list of programs. It’s an
economic blueprint for our future, a vision of
America where growth is not based on real es-
tate bubbles or overleveraged banks, but on a
firm foundation of investments in energy, edu-
cation, and health care that will lead to a real
and lasting prosperity. 

These investments are not a wish list of pri-
orities that I picked out of thin air, they are a
central part of a comprehensive strategy to
grow this economy by attacking the very prob-
lems that have dragged it down for too long:
the high cost of health care and our depen-
dence on foreign oil; our education deficit and
our fiscal deficit. 

Now, as the House and the Senate take up
this budget next week, the specific details and
dollar amounts in this budget will undoubtedly
change; that’s a normal and healthy part of the
process. But when all is said and done, I ex-
pect a budget that meets four basic principles. 

First, it must reduce our dependence on
dangerous foreign oil and finally put this Na-
tion on a path to a clean, renewable energy fu-
ture. There is no longer a doubt that the jobs

and industries of tomorrow will involve har-
nessing renewable sources of energy. The only
question is whether America will lead that fu-
ture. I believe we can and we will, and that’s
why we’ve proposed a budget that makes clean
energy the profitable kind of energy, while in-
vesting in technologies like wind power and
solar power, advanced biofuels, clean coal, and
fuel-efficient cars and trucks that can be built
right here in America. 

Second, this budget must renew our Na-
tion’s commitment to a complete and compet-
itive education for every American child. In
this global economy, we know the countries
that out-educate us today will outcompete us
tomorrow, and we know that our students are
already falling behind their counterparts in
places like China. That is why we have pro-
posed investments in childhood education
programs that work, in high standards and ac-
countability for our schools, in rewards for
teachers who succeed, and in affordable col-
lege education for anyone who wants to go. It
is time to demand excellence from our schools
so that we can finally prepare our workforce
for a 21st century economy. 

Third, we need a budget that makes a
serious investment in health care reform,
reform that will bring down costs, ensure
quality, and guarantee people their choice of
doctors and hospitals. Right now, there are
millions of Americans where just one illness or
medical emergency away from bankruptcy.
There are businesses that have been forced to
close their doors or ship jobs overseas because
they can’t afford insurance. Medicare costs are
consuming our Federal budget; Medicaid is
overwhelming our State budgets. So to those
who say we have to choose between health
care reform and fiscal discipline, I say that
making investments now that will dramatically
lower health care costs for everyone won’t add
to our budget deficit in the long term; it is one
of the best ways to reduce it. 

Finally, this budget must reduce that deficit
even further. With the fiscal mess we’ve inher-
ited and the cost of this financial crisis, I’ve
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proposed a budget that cuts our deficit in half
by the end of my first term. That’s why we are
scouring every corner of the budget and have
proposed $2 trillion in deficit reductions over
the next decade. In total, our budget would
bring discretionary spending for domestic pro-
grams as a share of the economy to its lowest
level in nearly half a century. And we will con-
tinue making these tough choices in the months
and years ahead so that as our economy recov-
ers, we do what we must to bring down this def-
icit. 

I’ll be discussing each of these principles next
week, as Congress takes up the important work
of debating this budget. I realize there are those
who say these plans are too ambitious to enact.
To that I say that the challenges we face are too

large to ignore. I didn’t come here to pass on
our problems to the next President or the next
generation; I came here to solve them. 

The American people sent us here to get
things done, and at this moment of great chal-
lenge, they are watching and waiting for us to
lead. Let’s show them that we are equal to the
task before us, and let’s pass a budget that puts
this Nation on the road to lasting prosperity. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. on March 20 in the Library at
the White House for broadcast on March 21.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 20 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on March 21.

Statement on France’s Decision to Participate in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Military Command
March 21, 2009

I enthusiastically welcome the decision made
by French President Nicolas Sarkozy to fully re-
integrate France into the NATO alliance. Presi-
dent Sarkozy’s leadership has been essential
and is much appreciated. France is a founding
member of NATO and has been a strong con-
tributor to NATO missions throughout the alli-
ance’s history. France’s full participation in the
NATO military command structure will further
contribute to a stronger alliance and a stronger
Europe. The NATO alliance has been the cor-
nerstone of transatlantic security for the past 60

years. The United States is committed to its
success and knows that it is through close coop-
eration with allies and partners that we can
overcome our most difficult challenges. In this
context, I also welcome the further strengthen-
ing of European defense capabilities. During
my upcoming visit to France and Germany for
the 60th anniversary NATO summit, I look for-
ward to discussing ways to ensure that our
strengthened alliance, with France as a full par-
ticipant in all its structures, will be as important
in the 21st century as it was in the 20th century.

Memorandum on Deferred Enforced Departure for Liberians
March 20, 2009

Memorandum for the Secretary of Homeland
Security

Subject: Deferred Enforced Departure for Li-
berians

Since 1991, the United States has provided
safe haven for Liberians who were forced to
flee their country as a result of armed conflict
and widespread civil strife, in part through
granting Temporary Protected Status (TPS).

The armed conflict ended in 2003 and condi-
tions improved such that TPS ended effective
October 1, 2007. President Bush then deferred
the enforced departure of the Liberians origi-
nally granted TPS. That grant of Deferred En-
forced Departure (DED) expires on March 31,
2009. I have determined that there are compel-
ling foreign policy reasons to extend DED to
those Liberians presently residing in the United
States under the existing grant of DED. 
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Pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States, I have determined that it is in the for-
eign policy interest of the United States to de-
fer for 12 months the removal of any Liberian
national, or person without nationality who last
habitually resided in Liberia, who is present in
the United States and who is under a grant of
DED as of March 31, 2009. The grant of DED
only applies to an individual who has continu-
ously resided in the United States since Octo-
ber 1, 2002, except for Liberian nationals, or
persons without nationality who last habitually
resided in Liberia: 

(1) who are ineligible for TPS for the rea-
sons provided in section 244(c)(2)(B) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8
U.S.C. 1254a(c)(2)(B); 
(2) whose removal you determine is in
the interest of the United States; 
(3) whose presence or activities in the
United States the Secretary of State has
reasonable grounds to believe would

have potentially serious adverse foreign
policy consequences for the United
States; 
(4) who have voluntarily returned to Li-
beria or his or her country of last habitual
residence outside the United States; 
(5) who were deported, excluded, or re-
moved prior to the date of this memo-
randum; or 
(6) who are subject to extradition. 

Accordingly, I direct you to take the neces-
sary steps to implement for eligible Liberians:

(1) a deferral of enforced departure from
the United States for 12 months from
March 31, 2009; and 
(2) authorization for employment for 12
months from March 31, 2009.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 23.

Remarks Following an Economic Briefing and an Exchange With Reporters
March 23, 2009

The President. Well, good morning. As all of
you know, we have been busy on a whole host
of fronts over the last several weeks with the
primary purpose of stabilizing the financial
system so banks are lending again; so that the
secondary markets are working again in order
to make sure that families can get basic con-
sumer loans, auto loans, student loans; that
small businesses are able to finance them-
selves; and we can start getting this economy
moving again.

As I’ve said before, there are a number of
legs in the stool in the economic recovery.
Step one was making sure that we had a stimu-
lus package that was robust enough to fill the
huge gap in demand that was created by the
recession. Step two was making sure that we
had a effective homeowners’ plan to try to
keep people in their homes and to stabilize the
housing market. Because of the work that’s al-
ready been done, you are starting to see glim-
mers of hope in the housing market that stabi-
lization may be taking place. Mortgage rates

are at a very, very low level, and you’re starting
to see some activity in the housing market.

We then took a series of steps to improve li-
quidity in what had been secondary markets
that had been completely frozen. And we are
now seeing activity in student loans and auto
loans. We announced last week a small-busi-
ness initiative that ensures that we have more
activity and you start seeing small businesses
being able to get credit again in order to sell
products and services and make payroll.

And this morning Secretary Geithner an-
nounced the latest element in this multi-
pronged approach. And that is a mechanism
that he, in close consultation with the Federal
Reserve and the FDIC, has initiated in order
to allow banks to take some of their bad assets
off their books, sell them into a market, but do
so in a way that doesn’t just obligate taxpayers
to buy at whatever price they’re willing to sell
these assets; instead, involves a public-private
partnership that allows market participants
who have every interest in making a profit to
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accurately price these assets so that the taxpay-
ers share in the upside as well as the downside.

And we believe that this is one more element
that is going to be absolutely critical in getting
credit flowing again. It’s not going to happen
overnight. There’s still great fragility in the fi-
nancial systems. But we think that we are mov-
ing in the right direction. And we are very confi-
dent that in coordination with the Federal Re-
serve and the FDIC, other relevant institutions,
that we are going to be able to not only start un-
locking these credit markets, but we’re also go-
ing to be in a position to design the regulatory
authorities that are necessary to prevent this
kind of systemic crisis from happening again.

And I’m looking forward to traveling to the
G–20 so that we ensure that the activities that
we’re doing here in the United States are effec-
tively matched with comparable action in other
countries. And Secretary Geithner has already
traveled and met with the finance ministers of

the G–20 states so that we can make sure that
we’re all moving on the same page.

So the good news is that we have one more
critical element in our recovery. But we’ve still
got a long way to go, and we’ve got a lot of work
to do. But I’m very confident that, with the
team that we’ve got assembled, we’re going to
be able to make it happen.

All right. Thank you guys.

Discussion of the National Economy

Q. Mr. President, can you offer any assuranc-
es to taxpayers who are skeptical?

The President. You know, I’ll have a full press
conference tomorrow night, and you guys are
going to be able to go at it.

All right. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of the Treasury
Timothy F. Geithner.

Remarks on Energy
March 23, 2009

The President. Thank you, Paul, for talking
about the work that you’re doing at Serious Ma-
terials. And thank you, Susan, for describing the
research that’s taking place under your leader-
ship at MIT. I have to say that Susan made sure
to tell me not to touch anything on the table.
[Laughter] So—I was going to do some experi-
ments for you today—[laughter]—but we de-
cided not to.

Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who’s here
today for joining us this afternoon. And I want
to introduce a few people on our team that are
critical to this effort. As was already mentioned,
John Holdren has now been confirmed our
White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy. Carol Browner is here, assistant to me
for energy and climate change. And behind her
is Nancy Sutley, who is the Chair of the White
House Council on Environmental Quality. So
thanks to them, thanks to all of you for coming;
welcome to the White House.

We gather at a challenging time for our coun-
try. We face an economic crisis unlike any we’ve

known in a generation. We’ve lost 4.4 million
jobs since this recession began. Millions of fam-
ilies are at risk of losing their homes, and tens of
millions more have lost value in their homes.
Our financial system has been severely under-
mined by the collapse of a credit bubble that
was—is as irresponsible as it was unsustainable.

Now, many of you in this room, I know, are
experiencing this crisis in one way or another.
Perhaps you’ve won fewer investors than you’d
hoped, or you’ve earned lower revenues than
you expected; perhaps your share price has fall-
en or the cost of securing a loan has risen.

But you’re also helping us to overcome this
crisis. Paul’s company, Serious Materials, just
reopened, as he mentioned, a manufacturing
plant outside of Pittsburgh. Last year, that fac-
tory was shuttered and more than 100 jobs were
lost. The town was devastated. Today, that fac-
tory is whirring back to life, and Serious Materi-
als is rehiring the folks who lost their jobs. And
these workers will now have a new mission
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producing some of the most energy efficient
windows in the world.

We’ve got other examples in this room.
Deepika Singh—where is Deepika, is she
here? There you are, right there. Deepika is
here from Gainesville, Florida. She’s the
founder and president of Sinmat—did I pro-
nounce that correctly?—that’s developing new
ways to manufacture microchips that can help
power smarter energy systems, from more fu-
el-efficient hybrid cars to more responsive, ef-
ficient lighting for homes and businesses.

So these are the stories that are being told
all across our country. I remember during the
campaign I visited McKinstry Company in Se-
attle, which is retrofitting schools and busi-
nesses to make them more energy efficient.
McKinstry is expanding and expects to hire as
many as 500 new workers in the next few
years. I visited another company, PV Powered,
a company developing more reliable solar
technology in Bend, Oregon, and then there
was Bombard Electric in Las Vegas, which is
building up Nevada’s renewable energy capac-
ity.

And just last week, I visited the Electric Ve-
hicle Technical Center in Pomona, California,
which is testing batteries to power a new gen-
eration of plug-in hybrids that will help end
our dependence on foreign oil. I have to say,
Susan, the battery I saw was bigger than that
one that’s on the desk—[laughter]—but that
may be the direction we’re moving.

So innovators like you are creating the jobs
that will foster our recovery and creating the
technologies that will power our long-term
prosperity. So I thank you for your work. It’s
said that necessity is the mother of invention.
At this moment of necessity, we need you. We
need some inventiveness. Your country needs
you to create new jobs and lead new indus-
tries. Your country needs you to mount a his-
toric effort to end once and for all our depen-
dence on foreign oil.

And in this difficult endeavor, in this pursuit
on which I believe our future depends, your
country will support you. Your President will
support you. My administration has begun im-
plementing the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, which will create or save 3.5

million jobs, and 90 percent of those will be in
the private sector. Through $59 billion invest-
ed in clean energy and in tax incentives to pro-
mote clean energy, the Recovery Act is esti-
mated to create more than 300,000 jobs.

And these are jobs that will be created as we
double our country’s supply of renewable en-
ergy and make the largest investment in basic
research funding in American history. These
are jobs developing new batteries to power the
next generation of plug-in hybrid cars, like
those being tested at the facility I visited in
California last week. These are jobs upgrading
our power grid so that it can carry renewable
energy from the far-flung places that—where
it’s produced to the cities that use it.

And these are jobs that will be created
through today’s announced $1.2 billion for re-
search through the Department of Energy’s
national labs. As we speak, my Secretary of
Energy, Steven Chu, is visiting Brookhaven
National Laboratory on Long Island, where
recovery funds will speed construction of a
laboratory that will help develop materials for
new solar cells and other clean energy technol-
ogies.

Through this plan, we have achieved more
in 2 months in support of a new, clean energy
economy than we’ve achieved in perhaps 30
years. And the budget I’ve proposed builds on
this foundation. The budget is a comprehen-
sive strategy to grow this economy. We will at-
tack the problems that have held us back for
too long: the high cost of health care, the bud-
get deficit, our broken education system, and
our energy dependence.

We have a choice. We can choose to do
what we’ve done. We can leave these prob-
lems for the next budget or the next adminis-
tration, but more likely for the next genera-
tion. But we’ve seen the consequences of this
failure to take responsibility, this failure to
seize the moment. We’ve seen the cycles of
boom and bust. We’ve seen our dependence
on foreign oil rise. We’ve seen health care pre-
miums nearly double over the past 8 years.
We’ve seen our schools fall short. In other
words, we’ve seen enough. 

We can remain the world’s leading importer
of foreign oil, or we can become the world’s
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leading exporter of renewable energy. We can
allow climate change to wreck unnatural havoc,
or we can create jobs preventing its worst ef-
fects. We can hand over the jobs of the 21st
century to our competitors, or we can create
those jobs right here in America.

We know the right choice. We have known
the right choice for a generation. The time has
come to make that choice, to act on what we
know. And that’s why my budget makes a his-
toric investment: $150 billion over 10 years in
clean energy and energy efficiency, building on
what we’ve achieved through the recovery plan.

And it includes a 10-year commitment to
make the research and experimentation tax
credit permanent. This is a tax credit that Seri-
ous Materials has used to grow its business, and
one I’m sure others here today have used as
well. This is a tax credit that returns $2 to the
economy for every dollar we spend. Yet over
the years, we’ve allowed this credit to lapse or
we’ve extended it year to year, even just a few
months at a time. Under my budget, this tax
credit will no longer fall prey to the whims of
politics and partisanship. It will be far more ef-
fective when businesses like yours can count on
it, when you’ve got some stability and reliability.

I’ve also proposed reducing to zero the capi-
tal gains tax for investments in small or startup
businesses, expanding and making permanent
one of the tax cuts in the recovery plan. And
Federal agencies will continue to set aside a
portion of R&D budgets for small businesses,
because small businesses are innovative busi-
nesses, producing 13 times more patents per
employee than large companies.

Finally, building on the recovery plan my ad-
ministration is implementing and the budget I
have proposed, we will be pursuing comprehen-
sive legislation to finally end our addiction to
foreign oil and prevent the worst consequences
of climate change, while creating the incentives
to finally make clean energy the profitable kind
of energy in America.

And we know how much promise this holds.
Orion Energy Systems is a perfect example,
which Neal Verfuerth—did I say that, Neal,
properly?

Neal Verfuerth. Yes, sir.
The President. Is that you right there? 

Mr. Verfuerth. Yes, sir.
The President. Okay. Neal just spoke to you

about this. Orion employs more than 250 peo-
ple providing energy-saving lighting to Fortune
500 companies. And it recently began work on a
new 70,000 square foot office and technology
center.

Long before this success, Neal had tried his
hands at clean energy. He bought two solar
panel distributorships, but the manufacturing
companies he depended on went under. Years
later, he started Orion as a distributor for light-
ing systems, growing with the help of loans
through the Small Business Administration.

Then, about 10 years ago, he had an idea. It
was in the middle of the night, but Neal hopped
in his car and drove to a factory in Plymouth.
And this was one of those moments when the
future refused to wait until morning. [Laughter]
He grabbed 2 by 4s and a broom handle; he tin-
kered until somebody else arrived. He had fi-
nally figured out a design for a new lighting fix-
ture that made it possible to produce twice the
light using half the energy.

But as Neal will tell you, this is when the real
work began seeking capital, seeking customers,
seeking the support that would allow him to test
and improve and perfect what he had designed.
And that took time, and that took patience, and
it took creativity.

Progress is rarely easy, and I know people in
this room understand that. Sometimes it takes
months to learn that your ideas just won’t work
or years to learn that it will. Sometimes the
funding dries up or the investors walk away.
Sometimes you have to fail before you can suc-
ceed. And often it takes not just the commit-
ment of an innovator, but the commitment of a
country to innovation. Often, what’s required is
the support of government, recognizing that
our future is what we make of it; our future is
what we build it to be.

So all of you, you are helping us to build a
cleaner, brighter future, and a stronger, more
prosperous economy. And my administration
and our country will support you in that difficult
work.

Thank you. 
By the way, I was just thinking about it; I sus-

pect this is “Orion” as opposed to “Orien,”
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but—[laughter]—the way it was written up. I
just wanted to make sure while I was giving
you a plug that—[laughter]—we got the right
plug, all right. It’s “Orion.”

All right. Thank you, guys. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in Room
450 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive

Office Building. In his remarks, he referred to
Paul Holland, vice chairman of the board, Se-
rious Materials, Inc.; Susan Hockfield, presi-
dent, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
MA; John P. Holdren, Director, White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy; and
Neal Verfuerth, president and chief executive
officer, Orion Energy Systems.

Question-and-Answer Session With Crewmembers of the International
Space Station and Space Shuttle Discovery
March 24, 2009

The President. Hello, Commander, can you
hear us? 

Commander Mike Fincke. Welcome aboard
the International Space Station, where we’re
joined with our international crew from the
Space Shuttle Discovery. Welcome aboard.
Glad to hear your voice. We hear you loud and
clear, sir. 

The President. Well, thank you so much for
taking the time to speak with us. We’ve got a
crew of wonderful schoolchildren here who
are all interested in space, and we’ve got some
Members of Congress who are like big kids
when it comes to talking to astronauts. 

I’m told that you’re cruising at about 17,000
miles per hour, so we’re glad that you are us-
ing the hands-free phone. [Laughter] 

Commander Fincke. Mr. President, we go
around the planet once every 90 minutes. It’s
quite a thrill, and it is very fast, and we see 16
sunrises and 16 sunsets every day.

The President. That is unbelievable. Well,
the first thing we want to do is just let you
know how proud we are of you. I’ve got to say
especially once I found out that you’re from
Bellwood, Illinois.

Mission Specialist Sandra Magnus. Mr.
President, it was a beautiful place to grow up,
and I have a lot of roots that are still there.

International Space Station/Solar Panels

The President. Well, that’s great. The—we
are really excited about the project that you’re
doing. My understanding is, is that you are in-
stalling some additional solar panels on the

space station, and that’s actually going to in-
crease the number of people that can work out
of the space station, is that correct?

Mission Specialist John Phillips. Sir, that’s
correct. We’ve roughly doubled the amount of
solar power available for experimentation and
for supporting a larger crew, and we hope to
go to a crew of six and a more aggressive ex-
perimental program this year.

The President. Well, this is really exciting,
because we’re investing back here on the
ground a whole array of solar and other renew-
able energy projects, and so to find out that
you’re doing this up at the space station is par-
ticularly exciting.

Can I ask how exactly do you end up install-
ing these solar panels? What’s involved?
Somebody want to give us a rundown on how
you go about doing it?

Mission Specialist Steven Swanson. Yes, sir.
First it comes up on a truss segment that is
about 5-feet long. We use a robotic arm to at-
tach it to the—into another truss segment.
And then once that’s attached and bolted on
through spacewalks, then we’ll go ahead and
unfurl or actually deploy the solar arrays in a
position so that we can unfurl them from in-
side during the commanding through soft-
ware.

The President. About how long does it take?
Mission Specialist Swanson. It takes a lot if

you put it all together, about 6 hours, but if
you actually do the commanding to actually
deploy them out to their full length—only
takes about 2 hours.
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International Cooperation in Space

The President. Well, obviously we’re really
proud about the extraordinary work that our
American astronauts are doing. You are repre-
sentative of the dedication and sense of adven-
ture and discovery that we’re so proud of. But
one of the things that’s wonderful about this is
that it is an international space station. And I
know that we have our Japanese and Russian
counterparts on board as well. We’d love to say
hello to them and hope that this is an example
of the kind of spirit of cooperation that we can
apply not just in space, but here on the ground
as well.

Mission Specialist Koichi Wakata. Yes, it’s an
honor to have a chance to talk with you, Mr.
President. We have a Russian crewmember,
American crewmember, and I’m from Japan.
And we have 15 countries working together in
this wonderful project—international space sta-
tion, as well as on the ground, in space. And this
really symbolizes the future of the scientific de-
velopment of the world, and I’m just happy to
be part of this.

The President. That’s wonderful.
Flight Engineer Yury Lonchkov. Mr. Presi-

dent, we work together to do everything. It’s re-
ally, really important for us. And American,
Russian, Japanese, Italian, everybody, people,
all people, work together.

Working in Space/Talking to Schools

The President. Now, I notice you’re bouncing
around quite a bit there, guys. Are you wearing
something to strap you down, or are you about
to float away?

Commander Fincke. Mr. President, we’re
just holding on with our toes on to some hand-
rails below us, and at any moment we could all
just easily float up. And that’s one of the fun
things about flying in space; we get a chance to
talk to a lot of kids and show them all the adven-
tures that we have flying around. It’s also—it’s
not just a lot of fun, it’s a little bit tough on our
bodies; you have to exercise. And so we get a
chance to talk to a lot of schools while we’re up
here—schools all over the planet—to help in-
spire the next generation.

The President. Yes, I hear that you’re going to
be talking to my alma mater, Punahou School,
when you fly over Hawaii.

Commander Fincke. We’re looking forward
to that, sir.

The President. All right, well, you tell them
aloha.

Listen, we’ve got a bunch of young people
here. I want to see if any of them have some
questions.

Anybody have a question over here? Okay,
this—hold on, we’ve got a young lady right here
who’s got a question.

Astronaut Diets

Q. As a astronaut, what do you eat?
The President. Did you hear that question?

They want to know what you guys are eating up
there.

Mission Specialist Richard Arnold. We’re
eating really well. We eat a lot of—it’s prepared
at NASA, but it’s kind of like the backpacking
food. It’s dehydrated, re-rehydrated, and warm
it up. We also use—have food similar to Meals
Ready to Eat that they use for the military and
that a few of us ate last year when the hurricane
came through Houston.

The President. Do you guys still drink Tang
up there? [Laughter] I’ve got Bill Nelson here,
and he says that that’s been taken off the menu.
[Laughter] Any—that’s, by the way, before the
time of you young people. We used to drink
Tang. [Laughter] 

We’ve got a young man right here. Hold on
one second.

Down Time in Space

Q. Can you play video games in space?
The President. Can you play video games in

space?
Mission Specialist Phillips. We can, in fact.

And in fact, a few years ago when I was up here
for 6 months, I had a video game that I used to
play in my spare time, although, unfortunately,
we don’t have much spare time. So we can; we
have a lot of laptop computers. But for the most
part we stay real busy doing real work.
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Experiments

The President. The—so tell us what kinds of
experiments are you doing? Once you got the
panel up, what kinds of other activities are you
doing? Is it mostly just maintaining the craft,
or are there certain experiments or projects
that you’re engaged in as well?

Mission Specialist Magnus. Well, sir, we
have experiments already up here that we’ve
been doing for many years, and we’ll be able to
double that with the addition of the full array
that our shuttle friends brought up. 

We do a lot of experiments on combustion,
understanding materials, understanding
how—you know, we’re guinea pigs—so under-
standing how people’s bodies change in space,
and all this is in preparation for long-duration
missions to the Moon and Mars.

And the exciting thing about doing science
up here is we really don’t know what we don’t
know, and that gives you the greatest potential
for learning. And we’ve had a lot of cases
where people have set up experiments, and
we’ve conducted them here on the space sta-
tion, only to find out that we’ve learned some-
thing new, something more about the funda-
mentals of the processes and the science. So
it’s a really great place to learn a lot.

The President. Outstanding. 
Any of the young people have another ques-

tion—this young man right here? Hold on one
second.

Discoveries

Q. Have you found any life forms or any
plants out in space?

The President. That’s a good question. Any
life forms out there other than you guys?

Mission Specialist Magnus. We’re actually
doing an experiment on this mission to take a
swab or a sample of the surface of the EVA,
the spacewalker’s gloves, both before and after
the space walk. And that’s a—that was sort of a
demonstration of the type of technology that
we’ll be able to use on the Moon and Mars for
the same purpose, to try and see if we can de-
termine what sort of bacteria or microorgan-
isms are living in the various environments
we’re going to encounter.

We, unfortunately, haven’t really found any-
thing here. I think we’ll have much more suc-
cess at finding new types of life and different
structures when we go to places like Moon and
Mars and moons of Titan and these other
types of environments.

The President. Excellent question. All right,
I’ve got a young man back here. 

Astronaut Training

Q. What things did you have to study to be a
astronaut?

The President. All right, that’s a good ques-
tion. You guys are all extraordinarily trained.
What—if we’ve got some budding astronauts
over here, what should they be doing? I’m as-
suming they better hit the books on science
and math.

Pilot Dominic “Tony” Antonelli.
That’s—you got it just right. The—one of the
beautiful things about getting to work here is
you can study just about anything that you’re
really interested in—science and math being a
big part of it. But we have medical doctors, ge-
ologists, engineers, and physicists in the group
here with us. So it’s pretty much anything in
the math and science field. We’ve got a couple
of schoolteachers here with us so—studying
education as well as the math and science.

But there really is room up here for every-
body. The important part, though, is to work
really hard and do well in school. It will make a
difference in your future.

Physical Fitness Requirements

The President. And what about—what
about fitness requirements these days? Some
of us remember watching “The Right Stuff,”
where—that’s pretty impressive. [Laughter] Is
there a particular——

Commander Lee Archambault. Well, Mr.
President, the fitness requirements are
still——

The President. Go ahead. Go ahead, I’m
sorry.

Commander Archambault. Mr. President,
the fitness requirements are still there. As a
matter of fact, the International Space Station
just recently incorporated a new fitness
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machine. It’s like—it’s a very, very fancy work-
out machine you see in a gym, but it’s called the
ARED, and we can do a lot of good exercises on
it—the leg—strength training for your legs as
well as your upper body. So particularly for the
long duration folks, it’s very important to main-
tain your muscles in good tone and to help you
readapt when you get back on planet Earth. 

The President. Excellent. Okay, there’s—a
young lady back here had a question.

Exercising in Space

Q. When you say you “exercise,” what do you
do?

Mission Specialist Joseph Acaba. Well, we
have a couple of different exercise machines up
here. On the space shuttle we brought up a—it
looks like a bicycle that you would find in a
gymnasium. So we can use that. And they have
one here on the space station. 

And the other machine, you can do all kinds
of stuff. You can do squats; you can do curls.
We have a lot we can do. We also have a tread-
mill, so you can go ahead and run up here in
space.

The President. Any—okay, we’ve got another
question from a young man. Hold on. 

Stars/International Cooperation on Space Ex-
ploration

Q. Do you know how many stars there are in
space?

The President. Asking how many stars in
space—I’ll be interested in hearing the answer
to this one. [Laughter] 

Commander Fincke. Well, aboard the Inter-
national Space Station, we can look down and
see our beautiful planet Earth, and we can also
look up and see the rest of the cosmos. And we
can see that there are so many stars out there
that it’s very hard to count them all. And we can
see that our Earth is a very small—very small
planet in such a big universe. And it’s just really
amazing, because it gives us a deep perspective
of—that we have to really take good care of our
own planet—and that our own planet is just
a—is a small place, and we have the whole rest
of the universe to work together in an interna-
tional sense and go explore this whole universe

that’s in front of us and all the discoveries that
we’ll make together.

So maybe we’ll someday be able to count
how many stars that we have, because we’re
starting to go to the stars as human beings to-
gether. And that’s what’s really exciting about
serving aboard the International Space Station
and flying up and down on space shuttles, is
that we’re part of that great adventure. 

And we need you kids to study hard, because
we can’t do it all by ourselves. We really need
you guys to work hard and do whatever you’re
supposed to do and do it well, like Tony said,
because there’s a whole universe in front of us.

Impact of Weightlessness on Sleep

The President. I had a quick question. Does
weightlessness have an impact in terms of your
ability to sleep?

Mission Specialist Arnold. Sir, we just arrived
here, just a few days ago, and it’s taken a while
to get used to—for me, personally, missing a
pillow. You’re used to laying down on a mattress
and having a place to rest your head. And—so
it’s taken a while to get used to that. 

The President. Well, the—I know the kids
got a chance to ask some questions. I want to
make sure that if there are any Members of
Congress who’ve got some questions that
they’re interested in, that they’ve got a chance
too. 

Okay, hold on. This is Kay Bailey Hutchison
from Texas.

Salmonella Experiment

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison. I understand
that you are doing experiments on Salmonella
and watching those organisms and how they re-
act and grow. And we’ve had some Salmonella
problems here on Earth. What do you think you
will be able to learn from the environment in
space that maybe you couldn’t learn here on
Earth?

Mission Specialist Phillips. I’m actually going
to have a bit of a hard time answering that
question. We do, indeed, have an experiment
called the National Laboratory Program vaccine
experiment, in which Salmonella are—in which
certain micro-organisms are exposed to
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Salmonella. My job as an astronaut was
basically to turn the crank and activate the
experiment, and then after about 4 or 5 days, I
turn the crank again and deactivate it.

I’m not exactly sure what the scientists are
going to do with the data back at home or with
the samples. We are returning, however, eight
big vials of samples of these cultures of micro-
organisms and Salmonella, and let the scien-
tists go to work.

The President. Does Bill Nelson—he knows
a little something about this stuff.

International Space Station Laboratory

Senator Bill Nelson. Hey, guys, I wish I
were up there with you. You are just getting to
the point where it’s really looking like a full-up
national laboratory where we can really do the
experimentation. When will you have it full-
up, ready to go, where we can then reap the
results of that $100 billion investment?

Commander Fincke. It’s nice to hear you
again, sir. The International Space Station has
already been delivering some of the science
we’ve promised. With—where we are now
is—in Expedition 18, our crew, is—we’re mak-
ing the turn from three people to six people.
The next crew that comes after us—a few
months after we get replaced—will have six
people onboard the International Space Sta-
tion. So that’s why we needed the solar power;
that’s why we needed the second toilet and
other things, so that we’d have room and facili-
ties for six people.

And once we have six people, we’ll have
enough time and energy—solar power, I
mean—to run all the experiments that we can.
And then it’s just a matter of getting enough
experiments up and down from the space sta-
tion to really reap on that science. We’ve al-
ready been delivering, and we’ve got a lot
more to come. And like Sandy said, there’s a
lot of things we don’t know, so there’s some re-
ally interesting discoveries out in front of us.

The President. Do any of the young people
have any more questions? Hold on one sec-
ond, we’ve got one here.

Being an Astronaut

Q. Do you love doing your job?
The President. They asked if you love doing

your job.
Mission Specialist Wakata. Yes, it’s wonder-

ful to work in space. Ever since I saw Apollo
11, the lunar landing, when I was 5-years-old,
I always longed for going to space and work.
And here dreams came true. I had to study
hard and worked hard, but I’m so happy to be
here, and I’m loving living here and working
with so many wonderful people here.

Time it Takes to Get Into Space

The President. The—just a couple of logisti-
cal questions. How long did it take—from the
time of launch, how long does it get—does it
take to get to the space station?

Commander Archambault. Well, Mr. Presi-
dent, let me answer that in two ways. First of
all, it takes us about 8½  minutes to get to orbit,
and at that time we’re going 17,500 miles an
hour. But we’re in a bit of a tail chase with the
space station, and it’s approximately about a
day and a half to 2 days later that we actually
rejoin with the space station.

The President. Okay, so 8 minutes just to get
into orbit, but then you’ve got to basically try
to catch up with the space station and match
up so that you can lock in.

Commander Archambault. Sir, that’s exactly
right.

The President. Okay. 
Anybody have any more questions? Hold on

one second.

Astronauts’ Favorite Experiment

Q. What’s your favorite or the most interest-
ing experiment you’re working on up at the
space station?

The President. Okay, do you guys have a fa-
vorite experiment right now?

Mission Specialist Magnus. That’s a really
tough question, because they’re all interesting
in different ways. Mike and I were doing a
flame experiment where we’re trying to help
the scientists on the ground understand how
fire behaves up here. There’s all kinds of
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reason for that. So that was interesting because
it’s sort of an unusual environment to intention-
ally put a fire.

I think one of the ones I like the most is an
experiment that we’re doing on ourselves to try
and understand how our nutritional state
changes and our biochemistry changes, and that
will help us design food and understand a little
bit more about the processes that the human
body undergoes. That’s probably my favorite
one. But there’s all kinds of interesting things in
all of the experiments.

Weightlessness

The President. Now, can I ask you a ques-
tion? Were you tempted to cut your hair shorter
while you were up there, or do you—is it fun in
weightlessness? [Laughter] 

Mission Specialist Magnus. Well, that’s a re-
ally good question, because it is a little bit of an
overhead to take care of long hair here. I think
ideally a short haircut is the way to go, but quite
frankly, on me it wouldn’t be so nice, so I kept it
long.

The President. I think it’s a real fashion state-
ment. [Laughter] 

Hold on one second, we’ve got another
young man back here.

Spare Time

Q. How much spare time do you have on the
day—in the day?

The President. How much spare time do you
have? It sounds like you guys are pretty busy.

Mission Specialist Acaba. They do keep us
pretty busy up here, and we have a very tight
schedule that starts from the moment you wake
up until the moment you go to sleep. But they
give us a little bit of time in the morning to get
yourself ready, get yourself cleaned up, have
some breakfast, and the same in the evening. So
we can use that time to either call down to our
family and friends or maybe even check our e-
mail and see how things are going back on
Earth.

Communication With Earth

The President. Now, that’s interesting. Does
e-mail work pretty much the same between the
space station and computers here on Earth?

Commander Fincke. Mr. President, as just
about everybody on the planet knows, is that e-
mail is a pretty important way for us to keep in
touch with each other. Even though we’re really
far away and traveling really fast, we still use e-
mail also. Unfortunately, we only synchronize
our e-mail once or twice a day, sometimes three
times a day. So it’s not as fast and instantaneous
as we are used to on the ground, but even so,
it’s a really useful way to get in touch with other
people.

In addition, we have kind of an Internet
over—voice-over Internet protocol telephone,
so it’s really nice that we can get the—a chance
to talk to our families—not 24/7, but when we
do have good satellite coverage we do get the
chance to call home. And that’s—for those of us
who stay up for a long time, that’s what’s really
important to us.

The President. Excellent. All right, well, I
know that you guys probably have a whole
bunch of stuff to do, but I think that we may
have one more question from a Member of
Congress. Hold on one second.

Representative Suzanne Kosmas. Thank you
very much. My name is Suzanne Kosmas, and I
actually represent central Florida, the area that
includes the Kennedy Space Center. So I want
to first thank you on behalf of all Americans for
your service to us and for what you represent in
terms of America and our supremacy in space
exploration, along with our international part-
ners, and for what you’re doing there at the In-
ternational Space Station.

I had the honor of being at the Kennedy
Space Center last week when you took off, and
it was a fabulous, absolutely fantastic launch.
And we—so I wished you adieu from there, and
now I’m wishing you hello from here. 

I want to thank you again for your service and
tell you how excited I am to be representing the
Kennedy Space Station and that area, but also
for what you do that inspires people to be inter-
ested in the science and technology that has led
us to this pioneering place where you are. And
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the things that we anticipate that we will be
able to reap from your service I’m very thrilled
about, particularly the idea, as the President
has said, of alternative energies and the fact
that you’re using solar panels in space. What
we’re hoping, in the long run, that you will be
able to, from space, use solar energy to come
back to Earth. 

And again, I’m thrilled to be here and very
excited to have the opportunity to talk to you.
And thank you so much for your service to our
country.

The President. Well, I think that all of us
echo——

Commander Archambault. Thank you,
ma’am, we appreciate that. And each one of us
here is very lucky and honored to be right
where we’re at here today, so the honor is all
ours. We’re honored to be here doing this
great work.

The President. Well, I think all of us echo
the sentiment. We are extraordinarily proud of
you. We’re so grateful that you took the time
to speak to all of us. I know these young peo-
ple are pretty excited to be on a direct link
with astronauts in space.

So does everybody want to say good-bye?
Audience members. Good-bye.
The President. All right. They’re all beam-

ing. And we appreciate you guys, so look for-
ward to seeing you when you’re back on the
ground. God bless you.

Commander Archambault. Thank you, Mr.
President. And on behalf of the Space Shuttle
Discovery crew here in the dark blue shirts, I
want to say we’re very honored that you spent
some time with us today. It meant a lot to us.
We thank you very much. 

And from one Chicago guy to another, I
wish you well, sir. 

The President. That’s it.
Commander Archambault. And for closing

comments, I’ll pass the microphone off to
Commander Mike Fincke, the commander of
the International Space Station.

The President. Thank you. 
Commander Fincke. Mr. President, I’m not

from Chicago. I’m sorry about that. But my
crew and I were—are really happy to have a
chance to talk to you and share our adventure
with even more people. It’s pretty impressive
what human beings can do when we work to-
gether constructively and not destructively.
And that’s the mission of the International
Space Station.

So thanks for joining us. Thanks for flying
with us at 17,500 miles an hour today. We
sure—we’re glad to have a chance to share it
with you and the distinguished Members from
Congress, as well as all the kids out there.

So, everybody, thanks again for joining us. 
The President. Thank you, guys. Bye-bye. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:52 a.m. via
satellite in the Oval Office at the White
House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Kevin M. Rudd of
Australia and an Exchange With Reporters
March 24, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. It is
good to see you. Just had an excellent meeting
with Prime Minister Rudd and his team. Obvi-
ously, there are very few countries that are
closer than the United States and Australia.
And Prime Minister Rudd’s Government, I
think, has shown the kind of vision not just do-
mestically, but on the international stage that
we greatly admire.

I expressed thanks to the Government of
Australia for everything that it’s done with re-

spect to Afghanistan, and we discussed the fact
that we’re engaged in a strategic review pro-
cess at this point that will lead, I hope, to a
more effective coalition strategy. It’s not yet
completed, but there’s going to be close con-
sultation between our two governments. 

We spent the bulk of our time talking about
the global financial crisis and what’s been hap-
pening with respect to our respective econo-
mies and the world economy. And in the run-
up to the G–20, I feel that there’s a great
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meeting of the minds between Prime Minister
Rudd and myself in terms how we should ap-
proach it.

The importance of doing what’s necessary to
support global demand and job development
and economic growth; the importance of a fi-
nancial regulatory mechanism that prevents the
kind of systemic risks that have done so much
damage over the last several months; and final-
ly, making sure that, as an international com-
munity, we are looking after the severe threat
that poor countries, emerging markets, are un-
der as a consequence of this financial crisis, and
recognizing that our own growth, our own suc-
cess in rebounding from this crisis is going to be
tied up with what happens around the world.
And it’s going to be important for the relatively
wealthy nations like ours to take leadership in
assuring that we don’t see a continued down-
ward spiral that has an even more devastating
impact in some of these emerging markets.

So I’m very grateful for secretary—or for
Prime Minister Rudd’s friendship. He has been
one of the people who I’ve called on various oc-
casions to—right after the election and repeat-
edly over the last several months. I think he’s
doing a terrific job, and I’m looking forward to
partnering him for some years to come.

Prime Minister Rudd. Well, thank you, Mr.
President, and it’s great to be back in Washing-
ton. This alliance of ours between Australia and
the United States has been going for about 65
years or so and some 13 U.S. Presidents and 13
Australian Prime Ministers. And it’s a first-class
alliance, and it’s a first-class partnership be-
tween our two countries, and the purpose of
this visit is to reaffirm it and to examine its fu-
ture and to work on its future together.

As the President has just indicated, we spent
some time talking about our common challeng-
es in Afghanistan. It’s important to remind our-
selves why we’re there, and that is never to for-
get those who lost their lives on September 11,
never forget those who have been killed in ter-
rorist attacks since, never forget that many of
those responsible were trained and given sup-
port in Afghanistan. And so our mission remains
to ensure that that country doesn’t become a
safe haven for terrorists in the future.

As the President has indicated, we spent a
huge part of our time discussing what is a global
recession, a global economic crisis coming out
of a global financial crisis. And a global reces-
sion requires a global solution, and that’s why so
much of our discussion today focused on com-
mon actions we need to take together at the up-
coming G–20 summit in London.

I think the actions taken by the U.S. adminis-
tration and the statement yesterday by Treasury
Secretary Geithner on impaired asset manage-
ment is an important step in the overall road to
global economic recovery. And actions of that
type in Europe and elsewhere are also neces-
sary parts of our long-term global economic re-
covery. 

I look forward to working with the President
in London on the concrete actions that we need
to agree on there, stimulating our economies,
working on the future of the IMF, and working
also on what we do to better regulate the global
financial system in the future.

The President and I also had an opportunity
to discuss the enduring challenge of climate
change, and this is an economic challenge and
an environmental challenge. It presents chal-
lenges and it presents opportunities. But we
look forward very much to partnering with the
United States in dealing with this big one for
the future. 

It’s going to be tough, it’s going to be hard,
it’s going to require a lot of political leadership.
But with our partners around the world, I think
our governments are determined to make a dif-
ference and not just to push this one away per-
manently in the too-hard basket. I think that’s
good. And I’ll just say it’s great to have America
onboard. It’s great to have America onboard on
this one.

And, Mr. President, to see the return of U.S.
global economic leadership, we appreciate that
very much, and it’s going to be necessary in the
difficult times which lie ahead for us all.

Thank you very much for all your hospitality
today.

President Obama. Well, thank you. We’ve got
a couple of questions, so we’re going to start
with David Alexander [Reuters].
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Treasury Department Resolution Authority/
Global Financial Regulations

Q. Yes. Secretary Geithner told Members of
Congress this morning that he needs the au-
thority to shut down nonbank financial institu-
tions like AIG when they get into trouble.
Should that authority rest with the Treasury
Department directly or through an existing
regulator? And how long do you think it’ll take
to convince Congress?

President Obama. Well, I hope it doesn’t
take too long to convince Congress. I know
that Barney Frank, the chairman of the House
Financial Services Committee, as well as Chris
Dodd on the Senate side, their Republican
counterparts, Richard Shelby and Congress-
man Baucus, were sitting in this room to dis-
cuss this issue.

Right now we do not have resolution au-
thority for a nonbank institution like AIG that
is comparable to what we have for banks that
get into trouble using the FDIC. And in the
absence of that capacity, you end up with the
situation that we’ve been in, a systemic—or an
institution that poses systemic risks to the sys-
tem, but a lack of capacity to shut it down in an
orderly way, renegotiate contracts, sell off bad
assets, and do so in a way that doesn’t endan-
ger the entire system.

So we are already hard at work in putting
forward a detailed proposal. We will work in
consultation with Members of Congress. That
will be just one phase of a broader regulatory
framework that we’re going to have to put in
place to prevent these kinds of crises from
happening again. And as Prime Minister Rudd
and I already discussed, it’s going to be impor-
tant that even as individual countries take ac-
tions to prevent these kinds of crises, that our
regulations spur a race to the top as opposed
to the race—a race to the bottom. 

If the major economies aren’t coordinating
in some fashion, then what you end up having
is potential capital fleeing to the places with
the least restraint, the least transparency, the
least openness. And in a global market with
capital flows that end up being in the trillions
moving in the blink of an eye, it’s very impor-
tant that this end up being a coordinated ef-

fort, and I’m confident that working with peo-
ple like Prime Minister Rudd, we’re going to
be able to hammer out a better approach than
we’ve been taking recently.

Prime Minister Rudd. Now on the Austra-
lian side, the President’s very well prepared;
he’s got a list of two Australian journalist
names there. I do not know who the two
American journalists—[laughter]—who are
the two Australians? Over here.

Global Economy/Energy

Q. Mr. President, subprime loans make up
just about 1 percent of Australian mortgages,
yet Australians are suffering because of the fi-
nancial crisis, losing retirement incomes and
even losing jobs. What assurances can you give
the Australian people that everything you do
will work to fix this crisis? And, Prime Minis-
ter, how confident are you that the President
will be successful?

President Obama. Well, as Prime Minister
Rudd indicated, there’s a global crisis, and
what we’ve seen is a pattern that’s been build-
ing up. In this case, subprime lending was the
initial trigger, but there’s a larger problem,
and that is huge unregulated capital flows, a
reliance on bubbles as a driver of economic
growth. And what we have said is that it is very
important us—for us to return to a much more
stable approach to economic growth. One
that’s built on improved education, making
sure that we are developing the new clean en-
ergies of the future, having a regulatory system
in place that protects consumers—in the case
of housing, for example, here in the United
States, you saw people being peddled loans
that they could never hope to pay back—but
also protects the system by ensuring that
you’re not leveraging off of one shaky loan
huge numbers of other financial products that
ultimately prove to be worthless.

So this whole issue of financial regulation is
going to be absolutely critical. We are very
confident that we are going to be able to work
in concert with the other major economies to
stabilize the financial system. I think all of us
are going to have a set of challenges. All
the—both wealthy countries as well as emerg-
ing markets are going to have a challenge in
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finding new areas of economic growth that I
think are going to be necessary to replace some
of the financial shenanigans that have been tak-
ing place over the last several years.

One area where we agree there’s enormous
potential is in the area of clean energy. Both
Australia and the United States have vast coal
reserves, but we’re also very interested in figur-
ing out how do we reduce the greenhouse gases
that are causing global warming. If we can take
some intelligent steps, and we start to discuss
how we could work together on this, figuring
out how to sequester and capture the carbon
that’s emitted from coal, as just one element of
a broader range of energy initiatives, that’s an
example of something that can create jobs—al-
so deal with a potential environmental cri-
sis—that’s the kind of economic growth that I
think we’re going to be looking for.

Prime Minister Rudd. Just on what the Presi-
dent said on jobs coming out of clean energy, I
welcome today the fact that President Obama
has indicated that the United States will be-
come a partner with Australia and many other
governments around the world in the Australian
initiative for a global carbon capture and stor-
age institute. And that’s going to be welcome
around the world. Generating jobs through
clean coal and carbon sequestration technolo-
gies is critical. It’s also critical in terms of bring-
ing down greenhouse gas emissions.

On your broader question about U.S. actions,
can I just say this: The central economic prob-
lem today is how you restore normal private
credit flows across the global economy. And one
of the—the significant impediment to that so
far around the world has been the problem of
impaired assets on the balance sheets of the
world’s biggest banks.

What you’ve seen in the United States is de-
cisive action by the administration through the
plan further outlined by Secretary Geithner
yesterday. This is really important stuff; it’s real-
ly fundamental stuff. And a framework within
which that occurs and is implemented global-
ly—including by our friends in Europe—once
done, you actually then can track the pathway to
global economic recovery. That’s why the state-

ment—the announcement by the Treasury Sec-
retary yesterday is so important and welcomed
by us and, as you can see, by markets around
the world.

The other thing I’ll just say is the stimulus
packages by the U.S. Government and—de-
ployed in recent times—is fundamentally im-
portant. We are doing things similar in Austra-
lia. The International Monetary Fund says we
should all be aiming towards generating 2 per-
cent of GDP worth of stimulus over the next
couple of years. That’s right to provide tempo-
rary support for growth and jobs in the period
ahead while we’re seeing the recovery in credit
flows.

So again, in answer to your question, the
stimulus package deployed by the U.S. is im-
portant not just for this economy, but global-
ly—as are similar actions around the world.

President Obama. Roger [Roger Runningen]
from Bloomberg.

International Banking Regulations

Q. Yes. Mr. President, thank you. I’d like to
talk about the G–20 a little bit. The French
Prime Minister, in a news conference here in
Washington this morning, said that you will be
supporting tighter international regulations on
hedge funds. We’ve not heard that from you, so
is that true, number one? And number two,
what exactly do you have in mind?

President Obama. Well, the—I have not seen
the quote from the French Foreign [Prime]*

Minister, so I don’t want to respond to his
quote.

Q. Do you want to go for tighter regulations,
though?

President Obama. Here’s what I’ve
said—and I think Secretary Geithner has indi-
cated as much—is that it is important for us to
have a regulatory framework for various flows of
capital and financial instruments that could
pose a systemic risk to the system.

How we do that—whether it’s a matter of
each national government dealing with this and
then coordinating effectively across borders,
how much of it is reporting and disclosure and

 * White House correction. 
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transparency versus restrictions on how these
various instruments operate—I think that’s all
something that needs to be worked out. That’s
part of the effort that we’re going to be initiat-
ing here in the United States. We will be dis-
cussing it at the G–20. 

And I know that this is an area of particular
interest to President Sarkozy. I will be speak-
ing with him this week, and our foreign—our
respective finance ministers have already spo-
ken. So my expectation is, is that coming out of
the G–20, there will be a framework to deal
with a whole host of these financial regulatory
issues. 

Not all of them may get resolved immedi-
ately; many of them are highly technical. But I
think the important theme to the whole pro-
cess is going to be making sure that we are not
simply regulating the banks under a frame-
work that was created back in the 1930s, at a
time when the global financial system has
evolved in a thousand different other direc-
tions. There’s got to be a more comprehensive
view than the one that we’ve been taking so
far. 

Prime Minister Rudd. Phil Coorey.

Australia’s Role in Afghanistan/Military Oper-
ations in Afghanistan

Q. Mr. President, Phil Coorey, Sydney
Morning Herald. If I could go back to Afghan-
istan, there’s a fair degree of anticipation in
Australia that we’ll be asked to extend signifi-
cantly, if not expand, our commitment to the
war. There’s also dwindling support amongst
the Australian people for that sentiment.
Could you tell the Australian people on the
other side of the Pacific why they should sup-
port any such commitment—extended or ex-
panded commitment? And could you offer
them any suggestion as to how long that com-
mitment may continue?

President Obama. Well, we are in the pro-
cess of a strategic review. I don’t want to pre-
judge what is still a work in process. What I
shared with Prime Minister Rudd, though, is
something that I think the Australian people
understand, just as the American people un-
derstand, that the threat of terrorist attacks

from Al Qaida and their affiliates is not a
threat that’s going away. We have to take it se-
riously. 

Obviously, the United States has in its
memory—what’s been burned into our memo-
ry is the events of 9/11. But I think the Austra-
lian people remember what happened in Bali.
That’s not something that we will forget. And
as a consequence, it’s important for us to stay
on the offensive and to dismantle these terror-
ist organizations wherever they are. 

It is a difficult task. It’s one that requires us
to stay focused. It requires effective coordinat-
ed action. It requires a recognition that we will
not just solve these problems militarily, but
we’re also going to have to be much more ef-
fective diplomatically; we’re going to have to
be much more effective on the development
front. And my expectation would be that over
the next several years, you are going to see a
more comprehensive strategy, a more focused
strategy, a more disciplined strategy to achieve
our common goals.

I think the American people, just like the
Australian people, are always frustrated with
the need to send our young men and women
overseas for extended periods of time. Not on-
ly does it cost in terms of dollars, it puts enor-
mous strain on families, and some don’t re-
turn. And that’s always something that weighs
on the minds of the public. But I think that the
American and the Australian people also rec-
ognize that in order for us to keep our home-
lands safe, in order to maintain our way of life,
in order to ensure order in—on the interna-
tional scene, that we can’t allow vicious killers
to have their way. And we’re going to do
what’s required to ensure that does not hap-
pen.

Prime Minister Rudd. Good. Good to see
you.

President Obama. Thank you so much.
Thank you, everybody. Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Francois
Fillon and President Nicolas Sarkozy of
France; and Secretary of the Treasury Timo-
thy F. Geithner.
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The President’s News Conference
March 24, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Please have
a seat. Good evening. Before I take questions
from the correspondents I want to give every-
one who’s watching tonight an update on the
steps we’re taking to move this economy from
recession to recovery and ultimately to prosper-
ity.

It’s important to remember that this crisis
didn’t happen overnight, and it didn’t result
from any one action or decision. It took many
years and many failures to lead us here, and it
will take many months and many different solu-
tions to lead us out. There are no quick fixes,
and there are no silver bullets.

That’s why we’ve put in place a comprehen-
sive strategy designed to attack this crisis on all
fronts. It’s a strategy to create jobs, to help re-
sponsible homeowners, to restart lending, and
to grow our economy over the long term. And
we’re beginning to see signs of progress.

The first step we took was to pass a recovery
plan to jump-start job creation and put money
in people’s pockets. This plan has already saved
the jobs of teachers and police officers. It’s cre-
ating construction jobs to rebuild roads and
bridges, and yesterday I met with a man whose
company is reopening a factory outside of Pitts-
burgh that’s rehiring workers to build some of
the most energy efficient windows in the world.
And this plan will provide a tax cut to 95 per-
cent of all working families that will appear in
people’s paychecks by April 1st.

The second step we took was to launch a plan
to stabilize the housing market and help re-
sponsible homeowners stay in their homes. This
plan is one reason that mortgage interest rates
are now at near-historic lows. We’ve already
seen a jump in refinancing of some mortgages
as homeowners take advantage of lower rates,
and every American should know that up to 40
percent of all mortgages are now eligible for re-
financing. This is the equivalent of another tax
cut. And we’re also beginning to see signs of in-
creased sales and stabilizing home prices for the
first time in a very long time.

The third part of our strategy is to restart the
flow of credit to families and businesses. To that

end, we’ve launched a program designed to
support the market for more affordable auto
loans, student loans, and small-business loans, a
program that’s already securitized more of this
lending in the last week than in the last 4
months combined. Yesterday Secretary Geith-
ner announced a new plan that will partner
Government resources with private investment
to buy up the assets that are preventing our
banks from lending money. And we will contin-
ue to do whatever is necessary in the weeks
ahead to ensure the banks Americans depend
on have the money they need to lend even if the
economy gets worse.

Finally, the most critical part of our strategy
is to ensure that we do not return to an econom-
ic cycle of bubble and bust in this country. We
know that an economy built on reckless specu-
lation, inflated home prices, and maxed-out
credit cards does not create lasting wealth. It
creates the illusion of prosperity, and it’s endan-
gered us all.

The budget I submitted to Congress will
build our economic recovery on a stronger
foundation so that we don’t face another crisis
like this 10 or 20 years from now. We invest in
the renewable sources of energy that will lead
to new jobs, new businesses, and less depen-
dence on foreign oil. We invest in our schools
and our teachers so that our children have the
skills they need to compete with any workers in
the world. We invest in reform that will bring
down the cost of health care for families, busi-
nesses, and our Government. And in this bud-
get, we have to make the tough choices neces-
sary to cut our deficit in half by the end of my
first term, even under the most pessimistic esti-
mates.

At the end of the day, the best way to bring
our deficit down in the long run is not with a
budget that continues the very same policies
that have led us to a narrow prosperity and mas-
sive debt. It’s with a budget that leads to broad
economic growth by moving from an era of bor-
row and spend to one where we save and invest.

And that’s why clean energy jobs and busi-
nesses will do all across America. That’s what a
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highly skilled workforce can do all across
America. That’s what an efficient health care
system that controls costs and entitlements
like Medicare and Medicaid will do. That’s
why this budget is inseparable from this recov-
ery, because it is what lays the foundation for a
secure and lasting prosperity.

The road to that prosperity is still long, and
we will hit our share of bumps and setbacks
before it ends. But we must remember that we
can get there if we travel that road as one na-
tion, as one people. You know, there was a lot
of outrage and finger-pointing last week, and
much of it is understandable. I’m as angry as
anybody about those bonuses that went to
some of the very same individuals who
brought our financial system to its knees, part-
ly because it’s yet another symptom of the cul-
ture that led us to this point.

But one of the most important lessons to
learn from this crisis is that our economy only
works if we recognize that we’re all in this to-
gether, that we all have responsibilities to each
other and to our country. Bankers and execu-
tives on Wall Street need to realize that en-
riching themselves on the taxpayers’ dime is
inexcusable, that the days of outsized rewards
and reckless speculation that puts us all at risk
have to be over.

At the same time, the rest of us can’t afford
to demonize every investor or entrepreneur
who seeks to make a profit. That drive is what
has always fueled our prosperity, and it is what
will ultimately get these banks lending and our
economy moving once more.

We’ll recover from this recession, but it will
take time, it will take patience, and it will take
an understanding that when we all work to-
gether, when each of us looks beyond our own
short-term interest to the wider set of obliga-
tions we have towards each other, that’s when
we succeed; that’s when we prosper. And
that’s what is needed right now. So let’s look
towards the future with a renewed sense of
common purpose, a renewed determination,
and most importantly, a renewed confidence
that a better day will come. 

All right, with that, let me take some ques-
tions. And I’ve got a list here. Let’s start off
with Jennifer Loven, AP [Associated Press]. 

Government Role in Reforming Financial Sys-
tems

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Your Treasury
Secretary and the Fed Chairman were on
Capitol Hill today asking for this new authority
that you want to regulate big, complex finan-
cial institutions. But given the problems that
the financial bailout program has had so
far—banks not wanting to talk about how
they’re spending the money, the AIG bonuses
that you mentioned—why do you think the
public should sign on for another new, sweep-
ing authority for the Government to take over
companies, essentially?

The President. Well, keep in mind that it is
precisely because of the lack of this authority
that the AIG situation has gotten worse. Now,
understand that AIG is not a bank, it’s an in-
surance company. If it were a bank and it had
effectively collapsed, then the FDIC could
step in, as it does with a whole host of banks,
as it did with IndyMac, and in a structured
way, renegotiate contracts, get rid of bad as-
sets, strengthen capital requirements, resell it
on the private marketplace. 

So we’ve got a regular mechanism whereby
we deal with FDIC-insured banks. We don’t
have that same capacity with an institution like
AIG, and that’s part of the reason why it has
proved so problematic. I think a lot of people,
understandably, say, “Well, if we’re putting all
this money in there, and if it’s such a big sys-
temic risk to allow AIG to liquidate, why is it
that we can’t restructure some of these con-
tracts? Why can’t we do some of the things
that need to be done in a more orderly way?”
And the reason is, is because we have not ob-
tained this authority. 

We should have obtained it much earlier so
that any institution that poses a systemic risk
that could bring down the financial system we
can handle, and we can do it in an orderly
fashion that quarantines it from other institu-
tions. We don’t have that power right now.
That’s what Secretary Geithner was talking
about. 

And I think that there’s going to be strong
support from the American people and from
Congress to provide that authority so that we
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don’t find ourselves in a situation where we’ve
got to choose between either allowing an enor-
mous institution like AIG, which is not just in-
suring other banks, but is also insuring pension
funds and potentially putting people’s 401(k)s at
risk if it goes under; that’s one choice. And then
the other choice is just to allow them to take
taxpayer money without the kind of conditions
that we’d like to see on it. 

So that’s why I think the authority is so im-
portant.

Q. Why should the public trust the Govern-
ment to handle that authority well?

The President. Well, as I said before, if you
look at how the FDIC has handled a situation
like Indy bank, for example, it actually does
these kinds of resolutions effectively when it’s
got the tools to do it. We don’t have the tools
right now.

Okay, Chuck Todd [NBC News].

National Economy/Economic Stabilization

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Some have
compared this financial crisis to a war, and in
times of war past Presidents have called for
some form of sacrifice. Some of your programs,
whether for Main Street or Wall Street, have
actually cushioned the blow for those that were
irresponsible during this economic period of
prosperity, or supposed prosperity, that you
were talking about. Why, given this new era of
responsibility that you’re asking for, why ha-
ven’t you asked for something specific that the
public should be sacrificing to participate in this
economic recovery?

The President. Well, let me take that ques-
tion in a couple of phases. First of all, it’s not
true that we have not asked sacrifice from peo-
ple who are getting taxpayer money. We have
imposed some very stiff conditions. The only
problem that we’ve had so far are contracts that
were put in place before we took over. But
moving forward, anybody—any bank, for exam-
ple, that is receiving capital from the taxpayers
is going to have to have some very strict condi-
tions in terms of how it pays out its executives,
how it pays out dividends, how it’s reporting its
lending practices. So we want to make sure that
there are some stiff conditions in place.

With respect to the American people, I think
folks are sacrificing left and right. They—you’ve
got a lot of parents who are cutting back on ev-
erything to make sure that their kids can still go
to college. You’ve got workers who are deciding
to cut an entire day—an entire day’s worth of
pay so that their fellow coworkers aren’t laid off.
I think that across the board people are making
adjustments, large and small, to accommodate
the fact that we’re in very difficult times right
now.

What I’ve said here in Washington is that
we’ve got to make some tough choices; we got
to make some tough budgetary choices. What
we can’t do, though, is sacrifice long-term
growth, investments that are critical to the fu-
ture. And that’s why my budget focuses on
health care, energy, education, the kinds of
things that can build a foundation for long-term
economic growth, as opposed to the fleeting
prosperity that we’ve seen over the last several
years.

I mean, when you have an economy in which
the majority of growth is coming from the fi-
nancial sector, when AIG selling a derivative is
counted as an increase in the Gross Domestic
Product, then that’s not a model for sustainable
economic growth. And what we have to do is in-
vest in those things that will allow the American
people’s capacity for ingenuity and innovation,
their ability to take risks but make sure that
those risks are grounded in good products and
good services that they believe they can market
to the rest of the country, that those models of
economic growth are what we’re promoting.
And that’s what I think our budget does.

Economic Stabilization/Transparency in Gov-
ernment Spending

Q. But you don’t think there should be a spe-
cific call to action? I mean, this is—you’ve de-
scribed this as a economic crisis like nothing we
have seen since the Great Depression.

The President. Well, as I said, the American
people are making a host of sacrifices in their
individual lives. We are going through an ex-
traordinary crisis, but we believe that taken—if
you take the steps that we’ve already taken with
respect to housing, with respect to small busi-
nesses, if you look at what we’re doing in terms
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of increasing liquidity in the financial system,
that the steps that we’re taking can actually
stabilize the economy and get it moving again.

What I’m looking from the American peo-
ple to do is that they are going to be doing
what they’ve always done, which is working
hard, looking after their families, making sure
that despite the economic hard times, that
they’re still contributing to their community,
that they’re still participating in volunteer ac-
tivities, that they are paying attention to the
debates that are going on in Washington. And
the budgets that we’re putting forward and
some of the decisions that we’re having to
make are going to be tough decisions, and
we’re going to need the support of the Ameri-
can people. And that’s part of why what I’ve
tried to do is to be out front as much as possi-
ble explaining in very clear terms exactly what
we’re doing.

Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC News].

Federal Budget

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Right now on
Capitol Hill Senate Democrats are writing a
budget and, according to press accounts and
their own statements, they’re not including the
middle class tax cut that you include in the
stimulus; they’re talking about phasing that
out. They’re not including the cap and trade
that you have in your budget, and they’re not
including other measures. I know when you
outlined your four priorities over the weekend,
a number of these things were not in there.
Will you sign a budget if it does not contain a
middle class tax cut, does not contain cap and
trade?

The President. Well, I’ve emphasized re-
peatedly what I expect out of this budget. I ex-
pect that there’s serious efforts at health care
reform and that we are driving down costs for
families and businesses and, ultimately, for the
Federal and State governments that are going
to be broke if we continue on the current path.
I’ve said that we’ve got to have a serious ener-
gy policy that frees ourselves from depen-
dence on foreign oil and makes clean energy
the profitable kind of energy. We’ve got to in-
vest in education, K–12 and beyond, to up-
grade the skills of the American worker so we

can compete in the international economy.
And I’ve said that we’ve got to start driving our
deficit numbers down.

Now, we never expected when we printed
out our budget that they would simply Xerox it
and vote on it. We assume that it has to go
through the legislative process. I have not yet
seen the final product coming out of the Sen-
ate or the House, and we’re in constant con-
versations with them. I am confident that the
budget we put forward will have those princi-
ples in place. 

When it comes to the middle class tax cut,
we already had that in the recovery. We know
that that’s going to be in place for at least the
next 2 years. We had identified a specific way
to pay for it. If Congress has better ideas in
terms of how to pay for it, then we’re happy to
listen.

When it comes to cap and trade, the broad-
er principle is that we’ve got to move to a new
energy era, and that means moving away from
polluting energy sources towards cleaner ener-
gy sources. That is a potential engine for eco-
nomic growth. I think cap and trade is the best
way, from my perspective, to achieve some of
those gains, because what it does is it starts
pricing the pollution that’s being sent into the
atmosphere.

The way it’s structured has to take into ac-
count regional differences; it has to protect
consumers from huge spikes in electricity pric-
es. So there are a lot of technical issues that
are going to have to be sorted through. Our
point in the budget is, let’s get started now; we
can’t wait. And my expectation is that the en-
ergy committees or other relevant committees
in both the House and the Senate are going to
be moving forward a strong energy package.
It’ll be authorized, we’ll get it done, and I will
sign it.

Q. So is that a “yes,” sir? You’re willing to
sign a budget that doesn’t have those two pro-
visions?

The President. No, I—what I said was I ha-
ven’t seen yet what provisions are in there.
The bottom line is, is that I want to see health
care, energy, education, and serious efforts to
reduce our deficit—our budget deficit. And
there are going to be a lot of details that are
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still being worked out, but I have confidence
that we’re going to be able to get a budget done
that’s reflective of what needs to happen in or-
der to make sure that America grows.

Chip Reid [CBS News].

Federal Deficit/Balancing the Federal Budget

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. At both of your
town hall meetings in California last week, you
said, quote, “I didn’t run for President to pass
on our problems to the next generation.” But
under your budget the debt will increase $7 tril-
lion over the next 10 years; the Congressional
Budget Office says $9.3 trillion. And today on
Capitol Hill some Republicans called your bud-
get, with all the spending on health care, educa-
tion, and environment, the most irresponsible
budget in American history. Isn’t that kind of
debt exactly what you were talking about when
you said “passing on our problems to the next
generation”?

The President. First of all, I suspect that
some of those Republican critics have a short
memory, because as I recall I’m inheriting a
$1.3 trillion deficit, annual deficit, from them.
That would be point number one.

Point number two, both under our estimates
and under the CBO estimates, both conserva-
tive—the most conservative estimates out
there, we drive down the deficit over the first 5
years of our budget. The deficit is cut in half.
And folks aren’t disputing that.

Where the dispute comes in is what happens
in a whole bunch of out-years. And the main
difference between the budget that we present-
ed and the budget that came out of Congressio-
nal Budget Office is assumptions about growth.
They’re assuming a growth rate of 2.2. We’re
assuming a growth rate of 2.6. Those small dif-
ferences end up adding up to a lot of money.
Our assumptions are perfectly consistent with
what blue-chip forecasters out there are saying. 

Now, none of us know exactly what’s going to
happen 6 or 8 or 10 years from now. Here’s
what I do know: If we don’t tackle energy, if we
don’t improve our education system, if we don’t
drive down the costs of health care, if we’re not
making serious investments in science and tech-
nology and our infrastructure, then we won’t

grow 2.6 percent, we won’t grow 2.2 percent.
We won’t grow. 

And so what we’ve said is let’s make the in-
vestments that ensure that we meet our growth
targets, that put us on a pathway to growth, as
opposed to a situation in which we’re not mak-
ing those investments and we still have trillion-
dollar deficits.

And there’s an interesting reason why some
of these critics haven’t put out their own bud-
get. I mean, we haven’t seen an alternative bud-
get out of them. And the reason is because they
know that in fact the biggest driver of long-term
deficits are the huge health care costs that
we’ve got out here that we’re going to have to
tackle. And we—that if we don’t deal with some
of the structural problems in our deficit, ones
that were here long before I got here, then
we’re going to continue to see some of the
problems in those out-years.

And so, what we’re trying to emphasize is,
let’s make sure that we’re making the invest-
ments that we need to grow, to meet those
growth targets. At the same time, we’re still re-
ducing the deficit by a couple of trillion dollars;
we are cutting out wasteful spending in areas
like Medicare; we’re changing procurement
practices when it comes to the Pentagon bud-
get; we are looking at social service programs
and education programs that don’t work and
eliminate them. And we will continue to go line
by line through this budget, and where we find
programs that don’t work we will eliminate
them.

But it is going to be a impossible task for us
to balance our budget if we’re not taking on ris-
ing health care costs. And it’s going to be an im-
possible task to balance our budget or even ap-
proximate it, if we are not boosting our growth
rates. And that’s why our budget focuses on the
investments we need to make that happen.

Federal Budget

Q. But even under your budget, as you said,
over the next 4 or 5 years, you’re going to cut
the deficit in half. Then after that, 6 years in a
row, it goes up, up, up. If you’re making all
these long-term structural cuts, why does it
continue to go up in the out-years?
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The President. Well, look, it is going to take
a whole host of adjustments, and we couldn’t
reflect all of those adjustments in this budget.
Let me give you an example. There’s been a
lot of talk about entitlements and Medicare
and Medicaid. The biggest problem we have
long term is Medicare and Medicaid, but
whatever reforms we initiative on that
front—and we’re very serious about working
on a bipartisan basis to reduce those deficits or
reduce those costs—you’re not going to see
those savings reflected until much later. 

And so a budget is a snapshot of what we
can get done right now, understanding that 8,
10 years from now we will have had a whole
series of new budgets, and we’re going to have
to make additional adjustments. And once we
get out of this current economic crisis, then it’s
going to be absolutely important for us to take
another look and say, “Are we growing as fast
as we need to grow? Are there further cuts
that we need to make? What other adjust-
ments are—is it going to take for us to have a
sustainable budget level?” 

But keep in mind, just to give one other ex-
ample, as a percentage of Gross Domestic
Product, we are reducing nondefense discre-
tionary spending to its lowest level since the
sixties, lower than it was under Reagan, lower
than it was under Clinton, lower than it was
under Bush—or both Bushes. And so if we’re
growing, if we are doing what’s necessary to
create new businesses and to expand the econ-
omy, and we are making sure that we’re elimi-
nating some of these programs that aren’t
working, then over time that gap can close.

But I’m—look, I’m not going to lie to you, it
is tough. As I said, that’s why the critics tend to
criticize, but they don’t offer an alternative
budget. Because even if we were not doing
health care, we were not doing energy, we
were not doing education, they’d still have a
whole bunch of problems in those out-years,
according to CBO projections. The only differ-
ence is that we will not have invested in what’s
necessary to make this economy grow.

Is Lourdes [Lourdes Meluza] here, from
Univision?

Mexico-U.S. Border Security

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Today your
administration presented a plan to help curb
the violence in Mexico and also to control any,
or prevent any, spillover of the violence into
the United States. Do you consider the situa-
tion now a national security threat? And do
you believe that it could require sending na-
tional troops to the border? Governor Perry of
Texas has said that you still need more troops
and more agents. How do you respond to that?

The President. Well, first of all, let’s focus
on what we did today. It’s very significant. We
are sending millions of dollars in additional
equipment to provide more effective surveil-
lance. We are providing hundreds of addition-
al personnel that can help control the border,
deal with customs issues. We are coordinating
very effectively with the Mexican Government
and President Calderon, who has taken on a
extraordinarily difficult task of dealing with
these drug cartels that have gotten completely
out of hand.

And so the steps that we’ve taken are de-
signed to make sure that the border communi-
ties in the United States are protected and
you’re not seeing a spillover of violence, and
that we are helping the Mexican Government
deal with a very challenging situation. Now,
we are going to continue to monitor the situa-
tion. And if what—the steps we’ve taken do
not get the job done, then we will do more.

One last point that I want to make about
this. As I said, President Calderon has been
very courageous in taking on these drug car-
tels. We’ve got to also take some steps. Even as
he is doing more to deal with the drug cartels
sending drugs into the United States, we need
to do more to make sure that illegal guns and
cash aren’t flowing back to these cartels. That’s
part of what’s financing their operations, that’s
part of what’s arming them, that’s what makes
them so dangerous. And this is something that
we take very seriously and we’re going to con-
tinue to work on diligently in the months to
come.

Kevin Baron, Stars and Stripes. Is Kevin
here? There you go.
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Veterans Administration/Defense Procurement
Reform

Q. Mr. President, where do you plan to find
savings in the Defense and Veterans Adminis-
trations budgets when so many items that seem
destined for the chopping block are politically
untenable perhaps?

The President. I’m sorry, so many?
Q. When so many items that may be destined

for the chopping block seem politically unten-
able, from major weapons systems, as you men-
tioned, procurement, to wounded warrior care
costs, or increased operations in Afghanistan, or
the size of the military itself.

The President. Well, a couple of points I want
to make. The budget that we’ve put forward re-
flects the largest increase in veterans funding in
30 years. That’s the right thing to do. 

Chuck asked earlier about sacrifices. I don’t
think anybody doubts the extraordinary sacrific-
es that men and women in uniform have already
made. And when they come home, then they
have earned the benefits that they receive, and,
unfortunately, over the last several years, all too
often the VA has been underresourced when it
comes to dealing with things like Posttraumatic
Stress Disorder or traumatic brain injury, deal-
ing with some of the backlogs in admission to
VA hospitals. So there are a whole host of veter-
ans issues that I think every American wants to
see properly funded, and that’s what’s reflected
in our budget.

Where the savings should come in—and I’ve
been working with Secretary Gates on this and
will be detailing it more in the weeks to
come—is how do we reform our procurement
system so that it keeps America safe and we’re
not wasting taxpayer dollars. And there is uni-
form acknowledgement that the procurement
system right now doesn’t work. That’s not just
my opinion, that’s John McCain’s opinion; that’s
Carl Levin’s opinion. There are a whole host of
people who are students of the procurement
process that will say, if you’ve got a whole range
of billion-dollar—multibillion-dollar systems
that are—where we’re seeing cost overruns at
30 percent or 40 percent or 50 percent, and
then still don’t perform the way they’re sup-
posed to or aren’t providing our troops with the

kinds of tools that they need to succeed on their
missions, then we’ve got a problem.

Now, I think everybody in this town knows
that the politics of changing procurement is
tough because lobbyists are very active in this
area; contractors are very good at dispersing the
jobs and plants in the Defense Department
widely. And so what we have to do is to go
through this process very carefully, be more dis-
ciplined than we’ve been in the last several
years. As I’ve said, we’ve already identified po-
tentially $40 billion in savings just by some of
the procurement reforms that are pretty appar-
ent to a lot of critics out there. And we are going
to continue to find savings in a way that allows
us to put the resources where they’re needed,
but to make sure that we’re not simply fattening
defense contractors.

One last point: In order for us to get a handle
on these costs, it’s also important that we are
honest in what these costs are. And that’s why it
was so important for us to acknowledge the true
costs of the Iraq war and the Afghan war, be-
cause if those costs are somehow off the books
and we’re not thinking about them, then it’s
hard for us to make some of the tough choices
that need to be made.

Ed Henry [Cable News Network]. Where’s
Ed? There he is.

Federal Deficit/Federal Budget

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You spoke
again at the top about your anger about AIG.
You’ve been saying that for days now. But why
is it that it seems Andrew Cuomo seems to be in
New York getting more actual action on it? And
when you and Secretary Geithner first learned
about this 10 days, 2 weeks ago, you didn’t go
public immediately with that that outrage; you
waited a few days, and then you went public af-
ter you realized Secretary Geithner really had
no legal avenue to stop it. 

And more broadly—I just want to follow up
on Chip and Jake—you’ve been very critical of
President Bush doubling the national debt. And
to be fair, it’s not just Republicans hitting you;
Democrat Kent Conrad, as you know, said,
“When I look at this budget, I see the debt dou-
bling again.” You keep saying that you’ve inher-
ited a big fiscal mess. Do you worry, though,
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that your daughters—not to mention the next
President—will be inheriting an even bigger
fiscal mess if the spending goes out of control?

The President. Of course I do, Ed, which is
why we’re doing everything we can to reduce
that deficit. Look, if this were easy, then we
would have already had it done, and the bud-
get would have been voted on, and everybody
could go home. This is hard. And the reason
it’s hard is because we’ve accumulated a struc-
tural deficit that’s going to take a long time,
and we’re not going to be able to do it next
year or the year after or 3 years from now.
What we have to do is bend the curve on these
deficit projections. And the best way for us to
do that is to reduce health care costs. That’s
not just my opinion, that’s the opinion of al-
most every single person who has looked at
our long-term fiscal situation.

Now, how do we—how are we going to re-
duce health care costs, because the problem is
not just in Government-run programs, the
problem is in the private sector as well. It’s ex-
perienced by families; it’s experienced by busi-
nesses. And so what we’ve said is, look, let’s in-
vest in health information technologies; let’s
invest in preventive care; let’s invest in mecha-
nisms that look at who’s doing a better job
controlling costs while producing good quality
outcomes in various States, and let’s reimburse
on the basis of improved quality, as opposed to
simply how many procedures you’re doing.
Let’s do a whole host of things, some of which
cost money on the front end but offer the
prospect of reducing costs on the back end.

Now, the alternative is to stand pat and to
simply say, we are just going to not invest in
health care; we’re not going to take on energy;
we’ll wait until the next time that gas gets to $4
a gallon; we will not improve our schools, and
we’ll allow China or India or other countries to
lap our young people in terms of their perfor-
mance; we will settle on lower growth rates,
and we will continue to contract, both as an
economy and our ability to provide a better
life for our kids.

That I don’t think is the better option. Now,
have—am I completely satisfied with all the
work that needs to be done on deficits? No.
That’s why I convened a fiscal responsibility

summit, started in this room, to start looking at
entitlements and to start looking at the big
drivers of costs over the long term. Not all of
those are reflected in our budget, partly be-
cause the savings we anticipate would be com-
ing in years outside of the 10-year budget cy-
cle that we’re talking about. Okay?

Bonuses for American International Group
(AIG) Executives

Q. On AIG, why did you wait days to come
out and express that outrage? It seems like the
action is coming out of New York and the at-
torney general’s office. It took you days to
come public with Secretary Geithner and say,
look, we’re outraged. Why did it take so long?

The President. It took us a couple of days
because I like to know what I’m talking about
before I speak, you know? [Laughter]

Major [Major Garrett, FOX News].

Global Economy/Strength of the Dollar/U.S.
Image Abroad

Q. Good evening, Mr. President. Thank
you. Taking this economic debate a bit global-
ly, senior Chinese officials have publically ex-
pressed an interest in international currency.
This is described by Chinese specialists as a
sign that they are less confident than they used
to be in the value and the reliability of the U.S.
dollar. European countries have resisted your
calls to spend more on economic stimulus. I
wonder, sir, as a candidate who ran concerned
about the image of the United States globally,
how comfortable you are with the Chinese
Government, run by Communists, less confi-
dent than they used to be in the U.S. dollar,
and European governments, some of them
center-left, some of them socialist, who say
you’re asking them to spend too much.

The President. Well, first of all, I haven’t
asked them to do anything. What I’ve suggest-
ed is, is that all of us are going to have to take
steps in order to lift the economy. We don’t
want a situation in which some countries are
making extraordinary efforts, and other coun-
tries aren’t, with the hope that somehow the
countries that are making those important
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steps lift everybody up. And so somebody has
got to take leadership. 

It’s not just me, by the way. I was with Kevin
Rudd, the Prime Minister of Australia, today,
who was very forceful in suggesting that coun-
tries around the world, those with the capacity
to do so, take the steps that are needed to fill
this enormous hole in global demand. Gordon
Brown, when he came to visit me, said the exact
same thing.

So the goal at the G–20 summit, I think, is to
do a couple of things: Number one, say to all
countries, let’s do what’s necessary in order to
create jobs and to get the economy moving
again. Let’s avoid steps that could result in pro-
tectionism, that would further contract global
trade. Let’s focus on how are we going to move
our regulatory process forward in order that we
do not see the kinds of systemic breakdowns
that we’ve already seen. And that re-
quires—that means not just dealing with banks,
but also some of the other financial flows that
are out here that are currently unregulated.
We’ve got to update regulations that date back
to the 1930s, and we’re going to have to do
some coordination with other countries in order
to accomplish that.

As far as confidence in the U.S. economy or
the dollar, I would just point out that the dollar
is extraordinarily strong right now. And the rea-
son the dollar is strong right now is because in-
vestors consider the United States the strongest
economy in the world, with the most stable po-
litical system in the world. So you don’t have to
take my word for it. I think that there is a great
deal of confidence that, ultimately, although we
are going through a rough patch, that the pros-
pects for the world economy are very, very
strong.

And last point I would make in terms of
changing America’s image in the world, Garrett,
I’ve—you know, I haven’t looked at the latest
polling around the world, but I think it’s fair to
say that the response that people have had to
our administration and the steps that we’ve tak-
en are ones that are restoring a sense of confi-
dence and the ability of the United States to as-
sert global leadership. That will just strengthen.

Need for Global Currency

Q. And the need for a global——
The President. Excuse me?
Q. ——the need for a global currency?
The President. I don’t believe that there’s a

need for a global currency.
Mike Allen, Politico. Hi, Mike.

Tax Code Reforms

Q. Mr. President, are you reconsider-
ing—thank you, Mr. President. Are you recon-
sidering your plan to cut the interest rate de-
duction for mortgages and for charities? And do
you regret having proposed that in the first
place?

The President. No, I think it’s the right thing
to do, where we’ve got to make some difficult
choices. Here’s what we did with respect to tax
policy. What we said was that over the last de-
cade, the average worker, the average family
have seen their wages and incomes flat. Even at
times where supposedly we were in the middle
of an economic boom, as a practical matter,
their incomes didn’t go up. And so what we
said, let’s give them a tax cut, let’s give them
some relief, some help, 95 percent of American
families.

Now, for the top 5 percent, they’re the ones
who typically saw huge gains in their income. I
fall in that category. And what we’ve said is for
those folks, let’s not renew the Bush tax cuts, so
let’s go back to the rates that existed back
in—during the Clinton era when wealthy peo-
ple were still wealthy and doing just fine; and
let’s look at the level in which people can item-
ize their deductions. And what we’ve said is let’s
go back to the rate that existed under Ronald
Reagan.

People are still going to be able to make
charitable contributions. It just means, if you
give $100 and you’re in this tax bracket, at a cer-
tain point, instead of being able write off 36 or
39 percent, you’re writing off 28 percent. Now,
if it’s really a charitable contribution, I’m as-
suming that that shouldn’t be a determining
factor as to whether you’re given that $100 to
the homeless shelter down the street.

And so this provision would affect about 1
percent of the American people. They would
337



Mar. 24 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
still get deductions. It’s just that they wouldn’t
be able to write off 39 percent. In that sense,
what it would do is it would equalize—when I
give $100, I’d get the same amount of deduc-
tion as when some—a bus driver, who’s mak-
ing $50,000 a year or $40,000 a year, gives that
same $100. Right now he gets 28 percent—he
gets to write off 28 percent; I get to write off
39 percent. I don’t think that’s fair. 

So I think this was a good idea. I think it is a
realistic way for us to raise some revenue from
people who benefited enormously over the last
several years. It’s not going to cripple them;
they’ll still be well-to-do. And ultimately, if
we’re going to tackle the serious problems that
we’ve got, then in some cases those who are
more fortunate are going to have to pay a little
bit more.

Charitable Giving

Q. But it’s not the well-to-do people, it’s the
charities. Given what you just said, are you
confident the charities are wrong when they
contend that this would discourage giving?

The President. Yes, I am. I mean, if you look
at the evidence, there’s very little evidence
that this has a significant impact on charitable
giving. I’ll tell you what has a significant im-
pact on charitable giving, is a financial crisis in
an economy that’s contracting. And so the
most important thing that I can do for charita-
ble giving is to fix the economy, to get banks
lending again, to get businesses opening their
doors again, and to get people back to work
again. Then I think charities will do just fine.

Kevin Chappell [Ebony]. Hi, Kevin.

Homelessness in America

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. A recent re-
port found that as a result of the economic
downturn, 1 in 50 children are now homeless
in America. With shelters at full capacity, tent
cities are sprouting up across the country. In
passing your stimulus package, you said that
help was on the way. But what would you say
to these families, especially children, who are
sleeping under bridges in tents across the
country?

The President. Well, the first thing I’d say is
that I’m heartbroken that any child in America
is homeless. And the most important thing that
I can do on their behalf is to make sure their
parents have a job. 

And that’s why the recovery package said as
a first priority, how are we going to save or cre-
ate 3.5 million jobs? How can we prevent lay-
offs for teachers and police officers? How can
we make sure that we are investing in the in-
frastructure for the future that can put people
back to work right away? How do we make
sure that when people do lose their jobs that
their unemployment insurance is extended,
that they can keep their health care? So there
are a whole host of steps that we’ve done to
provide a cushion for folks who have fallen on
very hard times and to try to spur immediate
projects that can put people back to work.

Now, in the meantime, we’ve got to work
very closely with the States to monitor and to
help people who are still falling through the
cracks. And the homeless problem was bad
even when the economy was good. Part of the
change in attitudes that I want to see here in
Washington and all across the country is a be-
lief that it is not acceptable for children and
families to be without a roof over their heads
in a country as wealthy as ours. And so we’re
going to be initiating a range of programs, as
well, to deal with homelessness.

One area in particular I want to focus on is
the issue of veterans. The rate of homelessness
among veterans is much, much higher than for
nonveteran populations. And so we’ve got—a
number of the increases that we’re looking for
in our budget on veterans funding directly ad-
dresses the issue of homeless veterans. That, I
think, can provide some real help.

Ann Compton [ABC Radio]. Hey, Ann.

Race in America

Q. Sir—hey. [Laughter]
The President. You sound surprised.

[Laughter]
Q. I am surprised. Could I ask you about

race?
The President. You may.
Q. Yours is a rather historic Presidency. And

I’m just wondering whether in any of the
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policy debates that you’ve had within the White
House the issue of race has come up, or
whether it has in the way you feel you’ve been
perceived by other leaders or by the American
people. Or has the last 64 days been a relatively
colorblind time?

The President. I think that the last 64 days
has been dominated by me trying to figure out
how we’re going to fix the economy. And
that’s—affects black, brown, and white. And,
you know, obviously, at the Inauguration I think
that there was justifiable pride on the part of
the country that we had taken a step to move us
beyond some of the searing legacies of racial
discrimination in this country. But that lasted
about a day—[laughter]—and, you know, right
now the American people are judging me exact-
ly the way I should be judged, and that is, are
we taking the steps to improve liquidity in the
financial markets, create jobs, get businesses to
reopen, keep America safe. And that’s what I’ve
been spending my time thinking about.

Jon Ward, Washington Times. Where’s Jon?

Federal Funds for Stem Cell Research

Q. Right here, sir.
The President. There you go.
Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Sure.
Q. In your remarks on stem cell research ear-

lier this month, you talked about a majority con-
sensus in determining whether or not this is the
right thing to do, to federally fund embryonic
stem cell research. I’m just wondering, though,
how much you, personally, wrestled with the
morality or ethics of federally funding this kind
of research, especially given the fact that sci-
ence so far has shown a lot of progress with
adult stem cells, but not a lot with embryonic.

The President. Okay. I think it’s a legitimate
question. I wrestle with these issues every day,
as I mentioned to—I think in an interview a
couple of days ago. By the time an issue reaches
my desk, it’s a hard issue. If it was an easy issue,
somebody else would have solved it, and it
wouldn’t have reached me.

Look, I believe that it is very important for us
to have strong moral guidelines, ethical guide-

lines, when it comes to stem cell research or
anything that touches on, you know, the issues
of possible cloning or issues related to, you
know, the human life sciences. I think those is-
sues are all critical, and I’ve said so before. I
wrestle with it on stem cell; I wrestle with it on
issues like abortion.

I think that the guidelines that we provided
meet that ethical test. What we have said is that
for embryos that are typically about to be dis-
carded, for us to be able to use those in order to
find cures for Parkinson’s or for Alzheimer’s or,
you know, all sorts of other debilitating diseas-
es—juvenile diabetes—that it is the right thing
to do. And that’s not just my opinion, that is the
opinion of a number of people who are also
against abortion.

Now, I am glad to see progress is being made
in adult stem cells. And if the science deter-
mines that we can completely avoid a set of eth-
ical questions or political disputes, then that’s
great. I have no investment in causing contro-
versy. I’m happy to avoid it, if that’s where the
science leads us. But what I don’t want to do is
predetermine this based on a very rigid, scien-
tific—ideological approach, and that’s what I
think is reflected in the Executive order that I
signed.

Ethics in Scientific Research

Q. I meant to ask a followup, though. Do you
think that scientific consensus is enough to tell
us what we can and cannot do?

The President. No. I think there’s always an
ethical and a moral element that has to be a part
of this. And so, as I said, I don’t take decisions
like this lightly. They’re ones that I take serious-
ly. And I respect people who have different
opinions on this issue. But I think that this was
the right thing to do and the ethical thing to do.
And as I said before, my hope is, is that we can
find a mechanism, ultimately, to cure these dis-
eases in a way that gains 100 percent consensus.
And we certainly haven’t achieved that yet, but
I think on balance this was the right step to
take.

Stephen Collinson, AFP [Agence France-
Presse].
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Middle East Peace Process/Domestic Agenda/
Iran

Q. Mr. President, you came into office
pledging to work for peace between Israel and
the Palestinians. How realistic do you think
those hopes are now, given the likelihood of a
Prime Minister who’s not fully signed up to a
two-state solution and a Foreign Minister who
has been accused of insulting Arabs?

The President. It’s not easier than it was, but
I think it’s just as necessary. We don’t yet
know what the Israeli Government is going to
look like, and we don’t yet know what the fu-
ture shape of Palestinian leadership is going to
be comprised of. What we do know is this:
That the status quo is unsustainable; that it is
critical for us to advance a two-state solution
where Israelis and Palestinians can live side by
side in their own states with peace and securi-
ty.

And by assigning George Mitchell the task
of working as Special Envoy, what we’ve sig-
naled is that we’re going to be serious from
day one in trying to move the parties in a di-
rection that acknowledges that reality. How ef-
fective these negotiations may be, I think
we’re going to have to wait and see. But, you
know, we were here for St. Patrick’s Day, and
you’ll recall that we had what had been previ-
ously sworn enemies celebrating here in this
very room, you know, leaders from the two
sides in Northern Ireland that, you know, a
couple of decades ago or even a decade ago,
people would have said could never achieve
peace. And here they were, jointly appearing
and talking about their commitment even in
the face of violent provocation. And what that
tells me is that if you stick to it, if you are per-
sistent, then these problems can be dealt with.

That whole philosophy of persistence, by
the way, is one that I’m going to be emphasiz-
ing again and again in the months and years to
come, as long as I’m in this office. I’m a big be-
liever in persistence. I think that when it
comes to domestic affairs, if we keep on work-
ing at it, if we acknowledge that we make mis-
takes sometimes and that we don’t always have
the right answer and we’re inheriting very
knotty problems, that we can pass health care,

we can find better solutions to our energy
challenges, we can teach our children more ef-
fectively, we can deal with a very real budget
crisis that is not fully dealt with in my budget
at this point but makes progress.

I think when it comes to the banking sys-
tem, you know, it was just a few days ago or
weeks ago where people were certain that Sec-
retary Geithner couldn’t deliver a plan. Today
the headlines all look like, well, all right,
there’s a plan. And I’m sure there will be more
criticism, and we’ll have to make more adjust-
ments, but we’re moving in the right direction.

When it comes to Iran, you know, we did a
video sending a message to the Iranian people
and the leadership of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. And some people said, “Well, they did
not immediately say that we’re eliminating nu-
clear weapons and stop funding terrorism.”
Well, we didn’t expect that. We expect that
we’re going to make steady progress on this
front. We haven’t immediately eliminated the
influence of lobbyists in Washington. We have
not immediately eliminated wasteful pork
projects. And we’re not immediately going to
get Middle East peace. We’ve been in office
now a little over 60 days. 

What I am confident about is that we’re
moving in the right direction and that the deci-
sions we’re making are based on how are we
going to get this economy moving, how are we
going to put Americans back to work, how are
we going to make sure that our people are
safe, and how are we going to create not just
prosperity here but work with other countries
for global peace and prosperity. And we are
going to stay with it as long as I’m in this of-
fice, and I think that you look back 4 years
from now, I think, hopefully, people will judge
that body of work and say, this is a big ocean
liner—it’s not a speedboat, it doesn’t turn
around immediately—but we’re in a better
place because of the decisions that we make.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 8:01 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Paul
Holland, vice chairman of the board, Serious
Material, Inc.; Secretary of the Treasury
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Timothy F. Geithner; Prime Minister Gordon
Brown of the United Kingdom; and U.S.
Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George J.
Mitchell. Some reporters referred to State

Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo of New
York; and Prime Minister-designate Benjamin
Netanyahu and Foreign Minister-designate
Avigdor Lieberman of Israel.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert “Jaap”
de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
March 25, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody.
Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. Hello,

good morning.
President Obama. Hey, how are you doing?

Well, everybody set up? I want to welcome the
Secretary General. We just had an outstanding
meeting. He has been a strong leader of NATO
and we are very grateful for the service that he’s
provided. He’s a great friend to the United
States.

You know, we are about to celebrate the 60th
anniversary of NATO at a summit in both
France and Germany. It is a testimony to the
strength of the transatlantic alliance, a testimo-
ny to the effectiveness of NATO in creating sta-
bility and peace and prosperity, laying the
groundwork for so much that has taken place
over the last several years.

We have a set of challenges that require
NATO to shift from the 20th century to the 21st
century—issues of terrorism, failed states, nu-
clear proliferation—a whole host of new chal-
lenges, as well as the traditional role that NATO
has played in preserving the territorial integrity
of NATO members.

And at this summit—the Secretary General
and I have been discussing the agenda for the
summit. We are confident that we can create a
process whereby NATO, which is already
strong, becomes stronger, where we become
even more effective in coordinating our efforts
in Afghanistan. As many of you know, we’re in
the process, this administration, of going
through an evaluation, a strategic review of our
approach to Afghanistan. And we expect to
share that with our NATO counterparts. We’ve
been in close consultation with them, and we
believe that we are going to be able to ensure
that the NATO members who have made so
many sacrifices and have been working so hard

already are reinvigorated and that the coordina-
tion that’s going to be taking place will make it
even more effective for us as we complete a
successful NATO mission.

We’ve also discussed the role that NATO
plays with respect to Russia and how this ad-
ministration, my administration, is seeking a re-
set of the relationship with Russia, but in a way
that’s consistent with NATO membership and
consistent with the need to send a clear signal
throughout Europe that we are going to contin-
ue to abide by the central belief that countries
who seek and aspire to join NATO are able to
join NATO.

And finally, I thanked the Secretary General
for his outstanding service. He is coming to the
end of his tenure. I told him that he’s a young
man, so he’s going to have to find something
else to do, because he’s an extraordinary talent.
But he still has a lot of work in NATO to do just
to get us through what is going to be a historic
summit. And so I’m very grateful to him for tak-
ing the time to travel here.

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. Many
thanks, Mr. President. For me, of course, it was
a pleasure to meet the President of the United
States, President Obama, for the first time here
in the Oval Office in the run up, indeed, to the
NATO summit in the beginning of April, so less
than 2 weeks away in Strasbourg and Kehl, in
France and Germany, in the heart of Europe,
by the way, which is an interesting place to cele-
brate NATO’s 60th anniversary.

But as the President already said, celebrating
your 60th anniversary should not only be back
to look at your successes, but also look ahead.
And in Afghanistan, there are still major chal-
lenges. Many things are going right, but many
things are not going right. We are, of course,
waiting the results of the review going on in the
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United States of America, very relevant for the
other allies, very relevant for NATO, and that
review will certainly be discussed at the sum-
mit, Afghanistan being NATO’s most impor-
tant operational priority.

NATO’s future will be discussed as well.
The question: Is NATO going to have a new
strategic concept, which brings to the surface a
number of questions President Obama already
spoke about—NATO’s expeditionary capabili-
ties, never forgetting NATO’s core function,
the integrity of the NATO territory, NATO’s
relations with Russia. We have many things on
which we disagree, but NATO needs Russia
and Russia needs NATO, so let’s work on the
things we agree on, and let’s not hide our dis-
agreements and let us realize that also this re-
lationship can and in my opinion should be
strengthened.

So it’s a full plate at the summit, from Af-
ghanistan to NATO-Russia to NATO’s future.
We’ll greet, hopefully, two new mem-

bers—NATO’s door is open—Albania and
Croatia in the family of democratic nations.
And as President Obama said a moment ago,
NATO’s door will stay open for new members
if they perform—if they fulfill the criteria. 

And I’m quite sure that President Obama’s
administration, as we discussed in the past 45
minutes, is and will be a staunch supporter of
the North Atlantic Alliance, because it was and
is and will stay, Mr. President, a unique alli-
ance, bringing the United States of America,
Canada, and the European allies together. So
it was a privilege to talk to the President.
Thank you very much indeed, sir.

President Obama. Thank you.
Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. Thank

you.
President Obama. Thank you very much.

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at a Celebration of Greek Independence Day
March 25, 2009

President Obama. Thank you. Well, what a
great honor. I will tell Michelle that I’ve been
compared to Alexander the Great. [Laughter]
I will see whether that gets me a little more re-
spect—[laughter]—at home. She knows she’s
still the boss.

Your Eminence, it is a great honor to have
you here. And I want to mention a few others
who are here that deserve acknowledgment.
Father Alex Karloutsos—Father Alex, where
did you go? There he is. The Greek Minister
of Justice is here. Where—there he is. Dendi-
as—did I say that properly? We also have the
Greek Ambassador Mallias, and we have the
Cypriot Ambassador Kakouris.

Thank you all. And I see a lot of good
friends, a few from Chicago; we’ve got the
Chicago contingent in the house. Wonderful
supporters, great friends of mine, welcome to
the White House. 

It is a great honor to be here with His Emi-
nence as we mark the 10th anniversary since
he became Archbishop. And it is a privilege to
join all of you as we celebrate the contribu-

tions of Greece and those of Greek heritage to
this country and to the world. 

Today we commemorate the 188th anniver-
sary of Greek independence, and we reaffirm
a bond between our two nations born through
struggle but also through shared ideals. It is a
bond that’s on display today in towns and cities
across the United States. In Chicago, we have
a thriving Greek American community cen-
tered around a neighborhood known as Greek-
town. There’s a parade marking independence
each year. In fact, at this very moment, you
might find young people in Chicago’s streets
paying tribute to their Greek heritage by wear-
ing the traditional foustanellas. [Laughter] I
notice some of you aren’t dressed appropriate-
ly. [Laughter] I haven’t seen any around the
White House today, but I’m keeping an eye
out.

Audience member. Maybe next year. 
President Obama. Next year? Alexi, where’s

yours? [Laughter] Because, as you know, there
are many proud Greek Americans in my ad-
ministration.
342



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 25
And this bond we share dates to our found-
ing. America’s revolutionaries imagined a new
system of government, but they drew upon an
ancient precedent. It’s no coincidence that the
leaders of the American Revolution, Jefferson
and Madison, Adams, Hamilton, were students
of Greek history and Greek philosophy. As a
boy, Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Decla-
ration of Independence, was said to prefer
spending time with his Greek grammar books
than with his classmates. 

In our darkest days, when our Revolution
was a fading hope, when friends were few and
victories were rare, these leaders found allies in
ancient texts. And just as America’s Founders
sought guidance and inspiration from Greece,
Greek revolutionaries drew strength and sup-
port from the United States, as was just men-
tioned by His Eminence. In fact, these leaders
appealed directly to the American people, of-
fering respect and seeking support. They wrote,
“it is your land”—“it is in your land that liberty
has fixed her abode. In imitating you, we shall
imitate our ancestors and be thought worthy of
them if we succeed in resembling you.”

In a message to Congress soon after the in-
ception of fighting, President Monroe affirmed
our kinship with the Greeks who were, and I
quote, “contending in favor of their liberties.”
He spoke of a “strong hope . . . that these peo-
ple will recover their independence and resume
their equal station among the nations of the
Earth.” 

Of course, it’s been a difficult and long-en-
during struggle, both in the many centuries be-
fore the call for independence and in the nearly

two centuries since. It’s perhaps the cruelest of
ironies that a people who first tested a free and
democratic form of government were doomed
to live so long without it. 

But it’s also one of history’s great triumphs
that even in the darkest periods, the light of
those ideals were never extinguished: Through
brutal wars, instead, people who were inspired
by the ideals met them with bravery; through
occupations that were met with defiance;
through hardship met with incredible charac-
ter—and character of a people that never lost
hope in the values Greece has always represent-
ed.

Today, Greece stands as a testament of that
unflinching character, as does the steadfast alle-
giance between our two nations. And I am
proud to welcome so many Greek citizens and
Greek Americans to the White House as we cel-
ebrate this occasion and our continued partner-
ship in the years ahead. 

So thank you, Your Eminence. Thanks, all of
you, for taking the time to be here. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:13 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Archbishop Demetrios, Primate
of the Greek Orthodox Church of America;
Reverend Father Alex Karloutsos, assistant to
the Archbishop for public affairs; Greece’s Am-
bassador to the U.S. Alexandros P. Mallias; and
Cyprus’s Ambassador to the U.S. Andreas S.
Kakouris. The transcript released by the Office
of the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of Vice President Joe Biden and Archbishop
Demetrios.

Statement on the Death of John Hope Franklin
March 25, 2009

Because of the life John Hope Franklin lived,
the public service he rendered, and the scholar-
ship that was the mark of his distinguished ca-
reer, we all have a richer understanding of who
we are as Americans and our journey as a peo-
ple.

Dr. Franklin will be deeply missed, but his
legacy is one that will surely endure. Michelle
and I send our thoughts and prayers to his loved
ones, as our Nation mourns his loss.
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Statement on National Medal of Honor Day
March 25, 2009

We are grateful to all those who wear the
uniform of our Armed Forces and serve and
sacrifice on behalf of our great Nation. Mem-
bers of our Armed Forces hold themselves to
the highest standards and set an example of re-
sponsibility to one another and to the country
that should inspire all Americans to serve a
purpose greater than themselves. Today we
pay our respect to those who distinguished
themselves conspicuously by gallantry and in-
trepidity at the risk of life above and beyond
the call of duty, the recipients of the Medal of
Honor. 

Since it was first awarded during the Civil
War to the current battlefields of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, Medal of Honor recipients have
displayed tremendous courage, an unfailing
determination to succeed, and a humbling
willingness to make the ultimate sacrifice. It is

telling that so many Medal of Honor recipients
received the award posthumously. These sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, marines, and coast
guardsman embody the best of American val-
ues and ideals. 

Medal of Honor recipients are the foremost
example of greatness in service and sacrifice.
Their bravery and humble strength continues
to reassure our Nation of the strength of its
character and ideals even in these difficult
times. We owe these heroes a debt of grati-
tude that our Nation can never fully repay. So
it is on this day that we salute that fact and cel-
ebrate their lives and heroic actions that have
placed them amongst the bravest of the brave.
We must never forget their sacrifice and will
always keep the fallen and their families in our
thoughts and prayers.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
March 25, 2009

Thank you, everybody. Thank you. Please,
everybody, have a seat. Thank you. Thank you
so much. Now, first of all, I want to thank all
the attendees, and Jane Stetson, the DNC na-
tional finance chair, and Andy Tobias, who is
the DNC treasurer. Both of them have done
so much already for the party. We’re grateful
for them.

I want to thank my great friend Tim Kaine.
He’s being a little modest when he says he en-
dorsed me early. He endorsed me before just
about anybody else outside of Illinois en-
dorsed me, on the steps in Richmond, the for-
mer seat of the Confederacy, back in February
of 2007, at a time when not many people gave
me a chance. And, Tim, we are just extraordi-
narily grateful for you, for the exceptional
leadership that you’re already showing not just
in Virginia, but now as a strong and steady
hand at the DNC.

And one of the things I’m most excited
about with Tim is that he understands this is
not about top-down politics, this is about bot-
tom-up politics. And part of the reason I was
so excited to have him be part of the DNC is
he understood that what matters ultimately is
how well we are mobilizing the American peo-
ple to take charge of this democracy. And
that’s what he’s stood for all his life; that’s what
he’s standing for now.

I want to thank all the members of the na-
tional finance committee and the mid-Atlantic
finance committee in this room who have been
there every step of the way for more than 2
years now. Without you, I would not be stand-
ing here today as President. And so I’m ex-
traordinarily grateful.

And I’m grateful to all of you at the Demo-
cratic National Committee and Organizing for
America—OFA—for your efforts to share our
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future-facing agenda with the American people.
I know that thousands of volunteers, as Tim
talked about, took the extraordinary step last
weekend of reaching out to Americans all across
50 States, talking to people about our plans to
move this economy from recession to recovery
and ultimately to prosperity. And I’m always
humbled by their efforts, because they’re doing
it not because they want something out of it;
they’re not doing it because they think that
they’re going to benefit in some personal way.
They’re doing it because they believe in this
country and are willing to commit to it.

It’s those efforts that help me hear the con-
cerns of ordinary Americans from all across this
country—their struggles and their hopes; their
worries about whether they’ll have a job and a
paycheck that they can count on; whether
they’ll be able to pay their medical bills or their
child’s college tuition; or whether they’re going
to be able to retire anytime soon.

These are the concerns I heard last week
when I traveled to California and I spent time
talking with ordinary Americans in town halls
and in the places where they work. They’re the
same concerns that I read about when I look
through the letters that I’ve taken to reading ev-
ery night, letters from constituents all across the
country. And all of them ask the same simple
question: What are you going to do in Washing-
ton about the problems that we’re facing out
here? Do you hear me? Do you remember me?

Over the past 2 months, we’ve been working
to answer that question with a comprehensive
strategy to attack the current economic crisis on
all fronts. And I know it can be easy, especially
in Washington, to get caught up in the day-to-
day chatter of cable television; to be distracted
by the petty and the trivial, and to fall into the
trap of keeping score about who’s up and who’s
down. 

There will be days where we may be declared
winners, and there will be days where the um-
pires say, “Oh, they lost that one.” There will be
days when the markets go up; there will be days
when the markets go down. But you and I, we
measure our economic recovery in a different
way. We’re already starting to see signs of prog-
ress that we’re making a difference in the lives
of the American people. 

We measure our recovery by how many
Americans can bring home a paycheck that lets
them make ends meet. That’s why the first part
of our strategy was to pass the recovery plan to
jump-start job creation and put money in peo-
ple’s pockets. And because we did, all across the
country there are teachers that are still in the
classroom, and police officers that are still on
the beat, and construction crews that are break-
ing ground rebuilding America’s infrastructure
for the future. Because of this plan, as early as
next week, 95 percent of all Americans are go-
ing to receive a tax cut that we promised during
the campaign. It’s going to be in their pay-
checks.

That’s how we measure success. We measure
our recovery by how many families own their
own piece of the American Dream. That’s why
the second step of our strategy was to launch a
plan to stabilizing the housing market and help
responsible homeowners stay in their homes.
That’s why the recovery plan included an
$8,000 tax credit for first-time homebuyers. Al-
ready, mortgage rates have fallen to near-histor-
ic lows, encouraging Americans to refinance
their mortgages, and we’ve begun to see signs of
increased sales and stabilizing home prices for
the very first time in a long time.

We measure our recovery by how many small
businesses can keep their doors open, and how
many families can afford the promise of a col-
lege education. And that’s why the third step
that we took was to restart the flow of credit to
families and businesses by generating car loans
and student loans and small-business loans. It’s
a program that Secretary Geithner worked with
the Federal Reserve to design, and it has al-
ready generated more lending in the last week
than we saw in the previous 4 months com-
bined.

And ultimately, we’re going to measure our
success based on whether we can create an
economy that builds a lasting foundation for our
shared economic growth so that we don’t face
another crisis like this 10 years from now or 20
years from now.

You see, what’s happened over the last 6
months is the result of an economy built on
years of reckless speculation and overinflated
housing prices and maxed-out credit cards and
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overleveraged banks. And that approach
doesn’t create lasting wealth; it creates the il-
lusion of prosperity, and it’s endangered us all.

And that’s why the most critical part of our
strategy is to build our economy on a stronger
foundation, and that’s what the budget I sub-
mitted to Congress is designed to do. It’s more
than just a budget; it’s a blueprint for our eco-
nomic future. It’s a vision of what the Demo-
cratic Party stands for, that boldly and wisely
makes the choices we as a nation have been
putting off for too long.

Because we know that we’ve got to reduce
our dependence on foreign oil, we’re going to
invest heavily in renewable sources of energy
that will lead to new jobs and new industries
and put America at the forefront of a clean en-
ergy future.

Because we know that countries that out-
educate us today will outcompete us tomor-
row, we’re going to invest in childhood educa-
tion, in high standards and accountability for
our schools. We’re going to reward teachers
for success, and we’re going to invest in afford-
able college educations for anybody who wants
to go. It’s time to demand excellence from our
schools so we can finally prepare our work-
force for a 21st century economy and inspire
our children to come out of school saying they
want to be scientists and engineers and doc-
tors and teachers.

And because we know that the crushing cost
of health care is punishing families and busi-
nesses, and bankrupting the Federal and State
governments, we’re going to invest in reforms
that bring down those costs while improving
care and guaranteeing Americans their choice
of doctors and hospitals. The choice isn’t be-
tween health care reform and fiscal discipline;
we have to invest in health reform in order to
achieve fiscal discipline. 

And because we’ve inherited a historic fiscal
mess, this budget makes the tough choices
necessary to cut our deficit in half by the end
of my first term, even under the most pessi-
mistic estimates. We’ve proposed $2 trillion in
deficit reductions over the next decade. We’ll
continue making these tough choices in the
months and years ahead as our economy re-
covers.

In the end, the best way to bring down this
deficit is to grow our economy. It’s not with a
budget that continues the very same policies
that have led us down the path of narrow pros-
perity for a few and massive debt. It’s with a
budget that leads to broad economic growth
and shared prosperity, moving from an era of
borrow and spend to saving and investing. 

That’s what clean energy jobs and business-
es will do. That’s what a highly skilled work-
force will do. That’s what an efficient health
care system can do. That’s how we’re going to
control costs of entitlements like Medicare
and Medicaid. That’s why this budget is insep-
arable from this recovery, because it is what
lays the foundation for a secure and lasting
prosperity, the groundwork for a future that
reflects what we know this country can be.

Now, there are those who will tell you that
all this is too much, that the plans in this bud-
get are just too ambitious to enact; we should
only focus, they’ll tell you, on one problem at a
time. But we know that the challenges we face
are too large to ignore. The cost of our health
care is too high to ignore. Our dependence on
foreign oil is too dangerous to ignore. Our ed-
ucation deficit is growing too wide to ignore. 

I said this at a town hall meeting the other
day: The American people don’t have the luxu-
ry of choosing to handle one problem at a
time. They can’t say, “Well, you know what,
I’m not going to pay my mortgage this month
because I’ve got medical bills to pay; we’re not
going to save for our retirement, we’re going
to do a child’s college tuition.” They’ve got to
do it all at the same time. They’ve got to con-
front all of these problems. That’s why we
have to confront all of these problems.

To kick these problems down the road 4
years from now, 8 years from now, for the next
President, for the next generation, that would
be to duplicate the irresponsibility that led us
to this point. That’s not why I ran for office.
That’s not why you worked so hard during this
election. You didn’t send me here to pass on
problems to somebody else. You sent me here
to solve them, and with your help, that’s what I
intend to do. 

So we know that the road to our future is
going to be long; we’re going to hit our share
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of bumps and setbacks before it ends. We know
that there’s going to be a lot of sniping. We
know that that’s how this town works. [Laugh-
ter] But we also know this: We’ll only get there
if we travel down this road as one nation, as one
people. We’ll only get there if we remember
that what has always built America is unflinch-
ing faith in the future and unshakable confi-
dence that new and better day lies ahead.

If we take the smart steps right now to create
lasting economic growth, if we look beyond our
own short-term self interests to the wider set of
obligations that we have to each other, if we
band together with resolve and clear purpose to
take care of business right here and now, we
succeed. That’s when we prosper. That’s when

the United States of America cannot be
stopped. 

And seeing all of you here tonight, I believe
that the future is going to be very bright for all
of us. So I thank you. I hope you’re ready to
continue rolling up your sleeves. Our work is
not yet done. It’s not yet time to celebrate. But
we’re going to get it done, I’m absolutely confi-
dent, thanks to you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m. at the
National Women in the Arts Museum. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Timothy M. Kaine of
Virginia, in his capacity as chairman of the
Democratic National Committee; and Secre-
tary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner. Au-
dio was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
March 25, 2009

The President. Hello! How’s it going, Demo-
crats? Thank you. Thank you, everybody.
Please, have a seat. Thank you.

How about the Howard University Gospel
Choir? Give it up, Howard—HU. How about
Tony Bennett? And how about Tim Kaine? Tim
endorsed me in February of 2007, when a
whole bunch of people could not pronounce my
name. [Laughter]

Audience members. Obama! Obama! Obama!
The President. Well, it’s easy now. [Laughter]
Audience members. Obama! Obama! Obama!
The President. Thank you. Yes, well, at the

time it was a little harder. [Laughter] And Tim
has just been an extraordinary friend, but most
importantly, we’re grateful for his leadership in
Virginia as Governor, his strong and steady ten-
ure at the helm of the DNC. He is going to be
one of the best chairmen we’ve ever had. 

I want to thank the national finance commit-
tee, the mid-Atlantic finance committee, every-
body in this room who has been there every
step of the way for the last couple of years. All
of you were just hanging tough through all the
twists and turns of our campaign. And without
you, I wouldn’t be standing here today. So
thank you very much. 

To the Democratic National Committee, to
Organizing for America, thank you for your ef-
forts to share our future-facing agenda with the
American people. And I know that there are
thousands of volunteers all across this country
who just this weekend took the extraordinary
step of going door to door, talking to their
friends, talking to their neighbors, sending a
message about why we’ve got to move this
economy forward from recession to recovery
and ultimately to prosperity. And I am humbled
by their efforts.

In these efforts, what they do is they help me
connect with everyday Americans, their strug-
gles, their hopes, their dreams, their worries
about whether they’re going to have a job and a
paycheck to count on, whether they’re going to
be able to pay the medical bills, or keep up with
their mortgage, or pay tuition for their children.

These are the same concerns that I heard
when I traveled to California last week. Every
once in a while we like to get out of this town.
[Laughter] Not because I don’t enjoy Washing-
ton, but because it is important to get out of the
hall of mirrors here and listen to what’s happen-
ing with the American people. The same con-
cerns that I read about—I’ve taken the habit of
reading a sampling of letters that are sent to the
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White House every single night, just to remind
myself of why we worked so hard and why we
are here. All of these letters, all of these com-
ments and questions I get at town halls, they
ask the same question: What are you going to
do in Washington to not give us a hand out,
but give us a hand up; to help us figure out
how we can manage through these difficult
times? We are willing to work hard. We are
willing to take our responsibilities seriously.
We just want to make sure that our families
have their chance at the American Dream.

Now, over the past 2 months, we’ve been
working to answer that question with a com-
prehensive strategy to attack the crisis on all
fronts. And I know that in Washington some-
times it’s easy to get caught up in the day-to-
day cable chatter and be distracted by the pet-
ty and the trivial, and everybody is keeping
score—are they up, are they down? You know,
one day I’m a genius; one day I’m a bum.
[Laughter] You know, every day there’s a new
winner and a new loser. 

So what we understand is there are going to
be days where things don’t go exactly the way
we planned, and days where things go smooth-
ly. There are going to be days where the mar-
ket goes up, and days where the market goes
down. But that’s not how we measure success.
We measure economic recovery in a different
way. And we’re seeing progress all across
America, because we measure recovery by
how many Americans can bring home a pay-
check that helps them make ends meet. 

And that’s why the first part of our strategy
was to pass a recovery plan that would jump-
start the economy, put money in people’s
pockets. And because we did, all across Ameri-
ca you’ve got teachers who are still teaching
and police officers who are still on the beat;
you’ve got construction workers that are
breaking ground on the infrastructure that will
guide us to the future. Because of that plan, 95
percent of working families are going to have a
tax cut in their paycheck in a few weeks. 

That’s how we measure recovery. We mea-
sure recovery whether—by whether families
can keep their own piece of the American
Dream. And that’s why the second step was to
put forward a bold housing plan to stabilize

the market, and we are now starting to see
mortgage rates at their lowest levels. We’re al-
ready starting to see, because of an $8,000 tax
credit for first-time homebuyers, that now
we’re seeing glimmers of hope, and home
prices are starting to stabilize in parts of the
country. And we’re seeing record refinancings.

That’s because of this plan. That’s how we
measure success. We measure success by
whether or not the American people have con-
fidence that small businesses all across Ameri-
ca are going to have the opportunity to keep
their doors open. And that’s why we passed a
series of measures, working with Tim Geith-
ner and the Federal Reserve Bank, to open up
credit to small businesses, to make sure that
we’re providing loan guarantees beyond what
we’ve traditionally provided.

And we measure success by whether or not
kids can go to college, which is why we made
sure that we are dealing with the loan market
and student loans that had dried up, and now
young people who have the grades and the will
to go to college, they’ve got a chance to do
that. We’ve already generated more lending in
the last week than we had generated over the
previous 4 months because of the actions that
we have taken. 

And ultimately, we are going to measure
our success based on whether we’re creating
an economy that builds a lasting foundation
for shared economic growth, so that we don’t
face another cycle of bubble and bust, and an-
other crisis like this 10, 20 years from now.

That’s what happened over the last 6
months, we’ve seen the consequence of years
of an economy that was built on speculation
and inflated home prices and maxed-out credit
cards and overleveraged banks. It looked good
at the time, but it didn’t create lasting wealth;
it created the illusion of prosperity. And now
it’s put us all at risk.

That’s why the most critical part of our
strategy is to build an economy on a strong
foundation, and that’s what the budget I sub-
mitted to Congress does. It’s not just a budget;
it’s a blueprint for our economic future. It fi-
nally tackles those things that we have been
putting off for far too long. Because we know
that we’ve got to reduce our dependence on
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foreign oil, and that why we’re going to invest in
renewable energies that lead to the jobs and in-
dustries of tomorrow. 

We know that the countries that out-educate
us are going to outcompete us tomorrow. And
that’s why we invested in early childhood edu-
cation, and high standards for our schools, and
rewards for teachers who are successful, and
college educations for anybody who wants to go.
We’ve got to demand excellence for our
schools, to finally prepare our workforce for the
21st century economy. We want our children to
be scientists and engineers and doctors and
teachers.

And because we know that the crushing cost
of health care is bankrupting families and busi-
nesses, and bankrupting the Federal Govern-
ment and the State government, our budget re-
flects the reforms that will bring down costs,
and improve care, and guarantee Americans
their choice of doctors and hospitals.

People talk about, “Well, you can’t do health
care right now; we need more fiscal discipline.”
They don’t understand the choice isn’t between
health care reform and fiscal discipline; we have
to invest in health care reform in order to deliv-
er fiscal discipline. That’s exactly—one of the
reasons we’re doing this. 

And because we’ve inherited an economic
mess and a fiscal mess, this budget makes the
tough choices necessary to cut the deficit by the
end of my first term in half, even under the
most pessimistic estimates. We’ve already pro-
posed $2 trillion in deficit reduction over the
next decade. We’ll continue making these tough
choices in the months and years ahead as our
economy recovers.

And to a bunch of the critics out there, I’ve
already said, show me your budget. Show me
what you want to do. And I’m happy to have
that debate, because I believe in the vision of
the Democratic Party. I believe in a vision that
helps people help themselves. And I believe
that in the end, the best way to bring down our
deficit is not with a budget that continues the
very same policies that led to the false prosperi-
ty and massive debts that we’ve seen. It’s a bud-
get that leads to broad economic growth, moves
us from an era of borrow and spend to save and
invest. 

That’s what clean energy jobs will do. That’s
what a highly skilled workforce will do. That’s
what an efficient health care system that con-
trols costs will do. That’s why this budget is in-
separable from recovery, because it lays the
foundation for a secure and lasting prosperity,
the groundwork for a future that reflects what
we know this country can be.

Now, let me just say that there are those who
say, “You know, you’re taking on too much;”
says the budget is too ambitious, we should only
focus on one problem at a time.

Audience members. No!
The President. But we know—we’re smarter

than that. Because, we know the challenges are
too big to ignore. That single mom out there
trying to figure out whether she can have health
care for her family, she doesn’t think——

Audience member. She can’t wait.
The President. She cannot wait. I’m not going

to wait until we’ve got another $4-a-gallon gaso-
line before suddenly everybody says, “Why
don’t we have an energy policy?” We can’t wait.
I’m not going to wait until suddenly we find out
that our children can’t compete for the jobs of
the future. That’s why we’re going to fix educa-
tion now not later. We can’t wait. 

The American people don’t have the luxury
of focusing on one problem at a time. They
can’t tell their landlord, “Sir, I can’t pay the rent
this month, I got other things to do.” [Laughter]
They don’t say, “I’m sorry, we’re not going to
get sick this month because we’ve got other
things to spend our money on.” They have to
choose between—they shouldn’t have to choose
between tuition for their kids and retirement.
They’ve got all these challenges all at once.
They have to do all of these things. And that’s
why we have to do all of these things, because
I’m not going to turn my back on the American
people who sent me here.

And I’m not going to kick these problems
down the road for another 4 years, another 8
years, to the next President, the next genera-
tion. We’re going to tackle them now. That’s
why I ran for President. That’s why you helped
me become President. That’s why we are not
going to stop until we get this thing done. 

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. 
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The President. Thank you so much. Well, it
is great to see all of you. And I am thrilled that
all of you here in the White House and every-
body who is viewing this online is participating
in this experiment that we’re trying out. When
I was running for President, I promised to
open up the White House to the American
people. And this event, which is being
streamed live over the Internet, marks an im-
portant step towards achieving that goal. And
I’m looking forward to taking your questions
and hearing your thoughts and concerns, be-
cause what matters to you and your families
and what people here in Washington are fo-
cused on aren’t always one and the same thing.

Here in Washington, politics all too often is
treated like a game. There’s a lot of point scor-
ing, a lot of talk about who’s up and who’s
down, a lot of time and energy spent on
whether the President is winning or losing on
this particular day or at this particular hour.
But this isn’t about me. It’s about you. It’s
about the folks whose letters I read every sin-
gle day. And for the American people, what’s
going on is not a game. What matters to you is
how you’re going to find a new job when no-
body seems to be hiring or how to pay medical
bills after you get out of the hospital or how to
put your children through college when the
money you’d put away for their tuition is no
longer there. 

That’s what matters to you. That’s what you
expect your leaders to be focused on. And
that’s why I’ve been working to deliver the
changes you sent me here to make, to ensure
that we’re not only making it through this cri-
sis, but come out on the other side stronger
and more prosperous as a nation over the long

term. That’s the future that I believe is within
our reach. 

But that future will not come about on its
own. It will come because we all, every single
one of us, from Main Street to the Halls of
Congress, do what generations of Americans
have done in times of trial; because we re-
member that at heart we are one nation and
one people, and united by a bond that no divi-
sion of party or ideology can break; because
we come together as Americans to choose that
better day.

And that’s what we’ve already begun to do.
We as a nation have already begun the critical
work that will lead to our economic recovery.
It’s a recovery that will be measured by wheth-
er jobs are being created and families have
more money to pay their bills at the end of
each month. That’s why we’re preventing
teachers and police officers from being laid off
and putting Americans to work rebuilding our
crumbling roads and bridges and dams, creat-
ing or saving 3.5 million jobs in the coming
years. And that’s why we’re putting a tax cut
into the pockets of 95 percent of working fam-
ilies who will see it—see that tax cut in their
paycheck by April 1st.

It’s a recovery that will be measured by
whether families can achieve that most Ameri-
can of dreams and own a home without fear of
losing it. That’s why we’ve launched a plan to
stabilize the housing market and help respon-
sible homeowners stay in their homes. This
plan is one of the reasons that mortgage inter-
est rates are now at near-historic lows. And
we’ve already seen a jump in refinancings of
mortgages and homeowners taking advantage
of lower rates. And every American, by the
way, should know that up to 40 percent of all
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mortgages right now are eligible for refinanc-
ing.

It’s a recovery that will be measured by
whether families and entrepreneurs can get the
loans they need. And that’s why we’re freeing
up credit that’s frozen with a program that sup-
ports the market for more car loans and student
loans and small-business loans and with a plan
that will partner government resources with pri-
vate investment to break the logjam that is cur-
rently preventing our banks from lending mon-
ey to even the most creditworthy customers. 

And in the end, it’s a recovery that will be
measured by whether it lasts, whether it en-
dures; by whether we build our economy on a
solid foundation instead of a overheated hous-
ing market or maxed-out credit cards or the
sleight of hand on Wall Street; whether we
build an economy in which prosperity is broadly
shared. That’s what the budget I expect to sign
is intended to do. It’s a budget that cuts the
things we don’t need to make room for the in-
vestments we do, a budget that cuts the massive
deficits we’ve inherited in half by the end of my
first term and offers a blueprint for America’s
success in the 21st century. 

That success will require preparing every
child, everywhere in this country, to outcom-
pete any worker anywhere in the world because
we know that those students who are getting
the best education are going to be able to com-
pete. And that’s why we’re making a historic in-
vestment in early childhood education. And
that’s why we’re going to make a historic invest-
ment in improving K–12 education, making
sure that our children get a complete and com-
petitive education from the cradle up through a
career. It’s an investment that will expand and
improve not just early learning programs, but
reward good teachers while replacing bad ones
and put college or technical training within
reach for anyone who wants it. 

Our success will also require freeing our-
selves from the dangerous dependence on for-
eign oil by building a clean energy economy,
because we know that with this will not only
come greater security and a safer environment,
but new high-paying jobs of the future to re-
place those that we’ve lost. 

And our success will also require controlling
spiraling health care costs that are bankrupting
families, and crushing businesses, and driving
up skyrocketing deficits. At the current course
and speed, these health care costs are unsus-
tainable. And that’s why my budget takes a first
big step towards comprehensive health care re-
form that will reduce costs, improve care, and
ensure that everyone who works has coverage
they can afford.

This is what Americans’ success demands
and this is what our budget will do. And I’m un-
der no illusions that a better day will come
about quickly or easily. It’s going to be hard.
But as I said the other night at my press confer-
ence, I’m a big believer in the idea of persis-
tence, the idea that when the American people
put their mind to something and keep at it,
without giving up, without turning back, no ob-
stacle can stand in our way and no dream is be-
yond our reach. That’s why we’re here today,
because it will take all of us talking with one an-
other, all of us sharing ideas, all of us working
together to see our country through this diffi-
cult time and bring about that better day. 

So I want to thank all of you for this opportu-
nity to talk with you. And now I’d like to bring
Jared back up to the stage, and he’s going to
open it up for questions. So, Jared, let’s see how
this thing works.

Education Reform

Jared Bernstein. Thank you, Mr. President.
Our first question comes from Boston, Massa-
chusetts, on the topic of education: “The
Founding Fathers believed that there is no dif-
ference between a free society and an educated
society. Our educational system, however, is
woefully inadequate. How do you plan to re-
store education as a right and core cultural val-
ue in America?”

The President. Well, it’s a great question,
and—let me see if this mike works so that I’m
not stuck at this podium. I’m here only because
of the education I received. I wasn’t born into
wealth, I wasn’t born into fame, but I had
parents who cared about education and
grandparents who cared about education, and I
was lucky enough, through scholarships and
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sacrifice on the part of my family, to get the
best education that America has to offer.

Too many of our children aren’t getting that
kind of education. It’s not because their par-
ents don’t believe in the value of education; it’s
not because these young people are less tal-
ented. It’s because of two reasons: One, in
many cases, our schools are underresourced.
There aren’t enough teachers; the teachers ar-
en’t getting enough of the training they need
for the classroom; there’s a shortage of sup-
plies. Some of the schools that I visited during
the course of traveling around the country just
shocked the conscience. There are schools
that I’ve seen that were built in the 1850s that
are still being used but haven’t been upgraded
the way they need to.

Now, there’s a second problem, though, and
it’s one that money alone cannot solve, and
that is that we have a school system that was
designed for the agricultural era. There’s a
reason why we’ve got 3 months off during the
summer. That’s supposed to be when every-
body is working on—out on the farm and
bringing in harvest. And it’s not just the
amount of time our kids are spending, it’s how
our classrooms are designed, how curriculums
are structured, how things like teacher promo-
tion and training happen. 

So a lot of times in Washington we get an
argument about money versus reform. And
the key thing to understand about our educa-
tion system is we need more resources and we
need reform. If we just put more money into a
system that’s designed for the 19th century
and we’re in the 21st, we’re not going to get
the educational outcomes we need. On the
other hand, if we talk a lot about reform but
we’re not willing to put more resources in,
that’s not going to work. 

So let me give you just a couple examples of
what we need to do. Early childhood educa-
tion we know works; let’s invest in that. That’s
what my budget calls for: substantial invest-
ment; every dollar we invest in early childhood
education, we get potentially $10 back in im-
proved reading scores, reduced dropout rates,
reduced delinquency rates, and so forth.

Number two, let’s focus on the most impor-
tant ingredient in the school, and that’s the

teacher. Let’s pay our teachers more money.
Let’s give them more support. Let’s give them
more training. Let’s make sure that schools of
education that are training our teachers are up
to date with the best methods to teach our
kids. And let’s work with teachers so that we
are providing them measures of whether
they’re effective or not, and let’s hold them ac-
countable for being effective.

Now that doesn’t mean just a single, high-
stakes standardized test. It also means that
we’re working with teachers to determine,
what’s the best way to discipline—maintain
discipline in a classroom? What’s the best way
to get kids excited about science? Giving them
the time and the resources to improve, but al-
so having high standards of expectation in
terms of their performance.

If we do early childhood education, if we fo-
cus on teacher training, if we invest in math
and science education, which is vital—and
we’re falling behind other countries on that
front—then I actually feel pretty confident
that we can outcompete any country in the
world. But it’s going to take more money, and
it’s going to take more reform, and it’s going to
take, by the way, openness to innovation on
things like charter schools or performance pay.
There are a whole range of things that may
work, in some cases may not work, but we’ve
got to try some new things, because right now
too many of our kids are stuck, and we can’t af-
ford to lose them.

Homeownership in America

Mr. Bernstein. The next question is on hom-
eownership, from Heather from Ohio: “Presi-
dent Obama, what benefits from the stimulus
plan are there to those of us who are paying
our mortgages but living paycheck to pay-
check?”

The President. Well, I mentioned this in the
opening remarks. This is something that I real-
ly want everybody to understand. Our housing
plan—and we’re devoting $50 billion to
it—has a number of different components.
One component is setting up a mechanism
where people who just can’t afford their mort-
gage right now are able to renegotiate with
banks, and the banks lower their interest, and
352



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 26
the homeowner assures that they’re going to
make a commitment to pay a certain amount
every month, and the Government helps to step
in to bridge the gap. But the point is, it’s going
to be cheaper, not only for that family but also
potentially for the entire community, if they
stay in their home. And so that’s—that part of
the housing plan is targeted for folks who are
really in distress. They’re getting close to the
point where they might be losing their home.

But there are a whole bunch of folks out
there who are not about to walk away from their
home, but are getting killed right now because
their home values have dropped drastically;
they’re still making payments, but they’re in
trouble. And for that huge set of responsible ho-
meowners out there, I want people to under-
stand, what we’ve done is created mechanisms
in the credit markets that have lowered mort-
gage rates down to historic levels, and what
we’ve done is we’ve opened it up so that FHA
loans that used to be only for people with a cer-
tain mortgage level, that we are using FHA and
other mechanisms to open up refinancings to a
whole bunch of homeowners who previously
weren’t qualified.

So now what you’ve got is a situation where
40 percent of the people sitting here, 40 per-
cent of the people who are participating in this
virtual town hall, could potentially refinance
their mortgage. And they’ve got to take advan-
tage of that. We are providing additional sup-
port from the Government in order to facilitate
those refinancings. We’re starting to see refi-
nancings go up significantly. 

So you have the potential to cut your monthly
payments, but you’ve got to take advantage of it.
And if you need more information, you can go
on our web site, at the whitehouse.gov, or you
can contact your local bank and find out wheth-
er you qualify to participate in this refinancing.

Job Creation/National Economy

Mr. Bernstein. Next we have a video question
from Harriet in Georgia about bringing jobs
back to America.

[At this point, a video was shown.]

Q. Hello, President Obama. Here is my
question for your online town meeting. When
can we expect the jobs that have been out-
sourced to other countries to come back and be
made available to the unemployed workers here
in the United States? Thank you so much for all
your hard work. God bless you. Bye-bye.

The President. Well, I appreciate that. Let
me talk more, first of all, broadly about what’s
happening in the job market. We have had just
a massive loss of jobs over the last several
months; it’s the kind of job loss we haven’t seen
at least since the early eighties and maybe since
the 1930s, in terms of how quickly we’ve seen
the economy shed jobs.

A lot of that is prompted by the financial cri-
sis and the locking up of the credit markets.
And that’s why when we are—when we talk
about dealing with this credit crisis and the
banks, I just want everybody to understand it’s
not because we’re overly concerned about Wall
Street or a bunch of CEOs; it’s because if we
don’t fix credit, if we don’t get liquidity back to
small businesses and large businesses alike who
can have that—use that line of credit to buy in-
ventory and to make products and sell services,
then those businesses shrivel up, and they start
laying people off.

Ultimately, our measure of whether we’re
doing a good job or not is, are we going to be
able to create and save jobs? And part of that in-
volves fixing the financial system.

There is a long-term issue, though, that we
have to deal with—and this was true even be-
fore the current crisis—and that is that so much
of our economic activity was in the financial ser-
vices sector. It was related to an overheated
housing market. It was dependent on huge
amounts of consumer saving. And we were see-
ing those steady declines in manufacturing. We
were seeing steady declines in a lot of other
productive sectors of the economy. And one of
the things that my budget is designed to do is,
by fixing our education system, by reducing
costs of health care, by going after the clean en-
ergy jobs of the future, trying to put our econo-
my on a more solid footing.

Now, a lot of the outsourcing that was re-
ferred to in the question really has to do with
the fact that our economy, if it’s dependent on
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low-wage, low-skill labor, it’s very hard to hang
on to those jobs because there’s always a coun-
try out there that pays lower wages than the
U.S. And so we’ve got to go after the high-skill,
high-wage jobs of the future. That’s why it’s so
important to train our folks more effectively,
and that’s why it’s so important for us to find
new industries—building solar panels or wind
turbines or the new biofuel—that involve
these higher value, higher skill, higher paying
jobs.

So I guess the answer to the question is, not
all of these jobs are going to come back. And it
probably wouldn’t be good for our economy
for a bunch of these jobs to come back be-
cause, frankly, there’s no way that people
could be getting paid a living wage on some of
these jobs, at least in order to be competitive
in an international setting.

So what we’ve got to do is create new jobs
that can’t be outsourced. And that’s why ener-
gy is so promising. We’ve been talking about
what’s called a smart grid, and some of you
may have heard of this. The basic idea is, is
that we’re still using an electricity grid that
dates back 100, 150 years ago. Well, think
about all the gizmos you guys are carry-
ing—[laughter]—all the phones and the
BlackBerrys and the this and the that. You’re
plugging in all kinds of stuff in your house.
We’ve got an entirely new set of technologies,
huge demands in terms of energy, but we’ve
got a grid that’s completely outdated.

Now, one of the things that we wanted to do
in the stimulus package was to go ahead and
start laying a new grid. And to do that, it’s like
building the transcontinental railroad. You’ve
got to—it’s a huge project involving all 50
States.

The benefits of the grid are that we could
reduce our energy costs by billions of dollars.
We could set up systems so that everybody in
each house have their own smart meters that
will tell you when to turn off the lights, when
the peak hours are, can help you sell back en-
ergy that you’ve generated in your home
through a solar panel or through other mecha-
nisms. If we get plug-in hybrid cars, you can
plug it in at night and sell back electricity to

the utility, and then charge up your car again
in the morning before you leave.

All this can be done, but it also creates jobs
right now. Our biggest problem, we don’t have
enough electricians to lay all these lines out
there. And these are jobs, these are union jobs
that potentially pay $80,000, $90,000 a year,
with benefits. But it’s a matter of making the
investment in infrastructure and also then
training the workers to be able to get those
jobs. And that’s where we’re going to be fo-
cused on. That’s where the job growth is going
to occur.

One last point I want to make, and I know
I’m not supposed to talk this long, but we’re
going to have to be patient and persistent
about job creation because I don’t think that
we’ve lost all the jobs we’re going to lose in
this recession. We’re still going to be in a diffi-
cult time for much of this year. Employment is
typically what’s called a lagging indicator.
Now, this is—Dr. Bernstein, he’s a Ph.D.
economist, so he’ll correct me if I’m wrong
here, but——

Mr. Bernstein. I’m sure I can make this re-
ally confusing. [Laughter] 

The President. But historically, if you look at
every recession, what happens is that when the
economy starts getting in trouble, it takes a
while before businesses decide, you know
what, this economy is in trouble, it’s not
bouncing back, we’d better start laying off
workers. So what we’re seeing now is a lot of
businesses have decided that our sales are way
down, we’ve got to start shedding workers.
And that’s going to continue for a while.

Now, the reverse is true as well. When the
economy starts recovering, when these busi-
nesses start being a little more confident that,
you know what, we think we’ve bottomed out,
the recovery package President Obama passed
gives us some optimism about making invest-
ments in certain areas. It takes a while before
they start hiring even if they’ve started to make
these investments.

So the reason I point that out is, I don’t
want people to think that in 1 or 2 months
suddenly we’re going to see net job increases.
It’s going to take some time for the steps that
we’ve taken to filter in. The fact that the
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housing market is starting to stabilize a little
bit—there’s still a lot of inventory out there
before people then actually start building new
homes. At some point people are going to start
buying new cars again, but it’s going to take a
little bit of time for the automakers to get back
on their feet.

So employment is something that we’re go-
ing to have a difficult time for the next several
months, maybe through the end of this year,
but I’m confident that we’re taking the steps
that are required to create these new jobs of the
future.

Mr. Bernstein. After the last recession ended
in 2001, the unemployment rate went up for an-
other 19 months before it started coming back
down. 

Health Care Reform

Mr. Bernstein. This next question—an area
close to your heart—health care reform, from
Richard in California: “Why can we not have a
universal health care system, like many Europe-
an countries, where people are treated based on
needs rather than financial resources?”

The President. Well, first of all, I was in this
room last month in what we called a health care
forum. And we brought all the Members of
Congress, Republicans and Democrats, who are
interested in this issue; we brought together
various constituency groups, insurance compa-
nies, drug companies, you name it. And my
message to them was: Now is the time to reform
the health care system, not 4 years from now,
not 8 years from now, not 20 years from
now—now. 

And the reason—[applause]—the reason
that I think it is so important is that the high
costs of health care are a huge drag on our
economy. It’s a drag on our families. I can’t tell
you how many personal stories that I hear about
people who are working, maybe have two par-
ents working, and yet still don’t have health
care. And the decisions that they have to
make—excruciating decisions about whether or
not somebody goes to a doctor—it makes them
less productive; it makes them less mobile in
terms of being able to take new jobs or start a
new business because they’re worried about

hanging on to their health care. So it’s a drag on
families.

But it’s a drag on businesses as well. There’s
not a small business or large business out here
who hasn’t seen their health care costs skyrock-
et, and it cuts into their profits. 

And it’s a drag on the Federal budget and the
State budgets. That’s the thing that is going to,
potentially, break the bank here in the United
States. Medicare and Medicaid, if we don’t get
control of that, that is the biggest driver of our
long-term deficits. 

So when people—when you hear this budget
debate that’s taking place right now, and folks
say, “Oh, you know, his—President Obama’s
budget, he’s increasing money for veterans and
he’s increasing money for education, and he’s
doing all these things that—that’s going to bust
the budget,” what they don’t understand is, is
that if you add up the recovery package that
we’ve already passed and you add up the vari-
ous proposals I have to grow the economy
through clean energy and all that stuff that
we’re doing, that amounts to a fraction of the
long-term deficit and debt that we’re facing.
The lion’s share of it has to do with Medicare
and Medicaid and the huge, rising cost of health
care. So our attitude is, better to pay now and
make an investment in improving the health
care system rather than waiting and finding our-
selves in a situation where we can’t fix it. 

Now, the question is, if you’re going to fix it,
why not do a universal health care system like
the European countries? I actually want a uni-
versal health care system; that is our goal. I
think we should be able to provide health insur-
ance to every American that they can afford and
that provides them high quality. So I think we
can accomplish it. Now, whether we do it exact-
ly the way European countries do or Canada
does is a different question, because there are a
variety of ways to get to universal health care
coverage. 

A lot of people think that in order to get uni-
versal health care, it means that you have to
have what’s called a single-payer system of
some sort. And so Canada is the classic exam-
ple: Basically, everybody pays a lot of taxes into
the health care system, but if you’re a Canadian,
you’re automatically covered. And so you go
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in—England has a similar—a variation on this
same type of system. You go in and you just
say, “I’m sick,” and somebody treats you, and
that’s it.

The problem is, is that we have what’s
called a legacy, a set of institutions that aren’t
that easily transformed. Let me just see a show
of hands: How many people here have health
insurance through your employer? Okay, so
the majority of Americans, sort of—partly for a
historical accident. I won’t go into—FDR had
imposed wage controls during war time in
World War II. People were—companies were
trying to figure out how to attract workers.
And they said, “Well, maybe we’ll provide
health care as a benefit.” 

And so what evolved in America was an em-
ployer-based system. It may not be the best
system if we were designing it from scratch,
but that’s what everybody is accustomed to;
that’s what everybody is used to. It works for a
lot of Americans. And so I don’t think the best
way to fix our health care system is to suddenly
completely scrap what everybody is accus-
tomed to and the vast majority of people al-
ready have. Rather, what I think we should do
is to build on the system that we have and fill
some of these gaps. 

And I’m looking to Congress to work with
me to find that optimal system. I made some
proposals during the campaign about how we
can lower costs through information technolo-
gies; how we can lower costs through reforms
in how we reimburse doctors so that they’re
not getting paid just for the number of opera-
tions they’re doing, but for whether they’re
quality outcomes; investing in prevention so
that kids with asthma aren’t going to the emer-
gency room, but they’re getting regular check-
ups.

So there are a whole host of things that we
can do to cut costs, use that money that we’re
saving then to provide more coverage to more
people. And my expectation is, is that I will
have a health care bill to sign this year. That’s
what we’re going to be fighting for; that’s what
we’re going to be striving for.

Can I just interrupt, Jared, before you ask
the next question, just to say that we took votes

about which questions were going to be asked,
and I think 3 million people voted or——

Mr. Bernstein. Three point five million.
The President. Three point five million peo-

ple voted. I have to say that there was one
question that was voted on that ranked fairly
high and that was whether legalizing marijua-
na would improve the economy—[laugh-
ter]—and job creation. And I don’t know what
this says about the online audience—[laugh-
ter]—but I just want—I don’t want people to
think that—this was a fairly popular question;
we want to make sure that it was answered.
The answer is, no, I don’t think that is a good
strategy—[laughter]—to grow our economy. 

So, all right.

Assistance for U.S. Military Veterans

Mr. Bernstein. Thank you for clearing that
up. [Laughter] This next question comes from
Columbia, South Carolina: “The unemploy-
ment rate for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans is
higher than the national unemployment rate.
Our veterans are a national treasure. How can
you, the VA, and I ensure our veterans are suc-
cessfully transitioning into civilian life?”

The President. That’s a great question. You
know, I had just an extraordinary honor; yes-
terday was Medal of Honor Day. And I went
to Arlington National Cemetery, and we had a
ceremony in front of the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier with a collection of Medal of
Honor winners from all our various wars. 

And a special place of honor was a guy
named John Finn, who had been present the
day Pearl Harbor was bombed. He was on one
of the ships, was shot by—was strafed by the
fire from the planes coming in and yet still had
the presence of mind to shoot down a plane,
and won the Medal of Honor, or was awarded
the Medal of Honor for that. And it just re-
minds you that we wouldn’t be here if it hadn’t
been for the sacrifices of earlier veterans. We
would not enjoy the same safety and security
and liberty that we do. 

So when our veterans come home from Iraq
and Afghanistan—and they have performed
brilliantly, they have done everything that’s
been asked of them, regardless of what your
views are on these wars—they have earned
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these benefits that all too often we fail to give
them. 

And that’s why in my budget we are increas-
ing veterans funding by more than any time in
the last 30 years. We’re going to make sure that
we deal with the—[applause]—we’re going to
make sure that deal with the backlog that too
many veterans experience in terms of getting
benefits. We’re going to make sure that home-
less veterans are receiving housing and services.

The homeless rate for veterans is multiple
times higher than it is for nonveterans. That’s
inexcusable. It means that we’re going to pro-
vide services for Posttraumatic Stress Disorder,
that we’re going to provide services for traumat-
ic brain injury, that are the signature injuries of
these recent wars. So we are going to signifi-
cantly increase veterans spending. 

Now, just as is true generally, government
alone can’t do it. So all of us, individually, are
going to have roles. If you’re a business owner,
hiring a veteran, not discriminating against
somebody who’s a veteran is going to be abso-
lutely critical. In your communities, in your
churches, in your neighborhoods, making sure
that there’s outreach and celebration of veter-
ans when they come home, that’s going to be
critical. 

I think we’ve done a much better job during
these wars than we did during Vietnam, where
in many cases our treatment of veterans was in-
excusable. But we can always do more. Govern-
ment is going to do its role, and then we’ve got
to make sure that our communities do their role
as well.

National Service Program/Student Loan Pro-
grams

Mr. Bernstein. Mr. President, the next video
will be our last Internet question before we turn
to the audience for Q&A for followup. Let me
also note that this question from Alex in Ohio
happens to be about the same topic that the
Middle Class Task Force is focusing on this
month. Let’s turn to this.

[A video was shown.]

Q. Hi, Mr. President! My name is Alex. My
name is Kristin. And I’m Mallory. We are all

sophomores at Kent State University in Ohio.
We really like the emphasis you’ve put on edu-
cation so far in your administration, but we’re
concerned about higher education. Our ques-
tion is: What proposals do you have to make col-
lege more affordable and to make student loans
easier to get? And when will your national ser-
vice program be available so we can take advan-
tage of the scholarship? Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent!

The President. That was pretty well done.
[Laughter] So, well, I am very excited about the
possibility that we may be able to get national
service done in the next few weeks. National
service was a priority for me during the cam-
paign, partly because of my own biography. I
found my calling when I became a community
organizer working in low-income neighbor-
hoods when I was 22, 23 years old. And it gave
me a sense of direction, a sense of service, it
helped me grow, it helped me give back. And I
think there are young people all across America
who are eager for that opportunity.

And so what we said during the campaign
was, let’s set up a situation where every young
person who is so inspired can take advantage of
service, and in exchange they will help be able
to finance their educations. And I’m confident
that we’re about to get legislation passed. And
once that legislation is passed, I think that be-
fore the end of the year, potentially, we can get
something implemented on that front.

In addition, what we are also doing is to try to
make the student loan and student grant pro-
grams that are already in place work better. So
just to give you one example, right now a lot of
the student loan programs run through banks,
but a lot of them go directly to students from
the Government, so-called direct loans. The
banks make several billion dollars’ worth of
profits off managing these student loans, which
would be okay except for the fact that these
loans are guaranteed by the Federal Govern-
ment.

So the reason banks are able to make money
lending you is because there’s some risk that
you might not pay it back, plus you’re giving up
the use of your money for—they’re giving up
the use of their money for a while. If, on the
other hand, this is the Government’s money and
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they’re just a pass-through, it doesn’t seem
very sensible that banks should be making
money that way.

So what we’ve said is let’s make all these di-
rect loans, as opposed to having bank interme-
diaries or—and not just banks—financial ser-
vices organizations. They can make profits on
other things, but let’s not have them make
profits on this. Let’s take those billions of dol-
lars, and that then allows us to either lower
student loan rates or expand grants. 

And one of the things that we want to do is
on the Pell grant program, for example. We
want to increase the amount of the Pell grant
so that it catches up with inflation, and we
want to—we want more young people to be el-
igible for the Pell grant program. And that’s
particularly important because anybody who’s
financed their educations understands that
grants are a lot better than loans. And when I
was going to college, about—and this was typi-
cal for, I think, college students—the average
student who needed financial assistance, about
70 percent of it came in grants and about 30
percent of it came in loans. Today, it’s re-
versed: 30 percent come in grants; 70 percent
come in loans. And so students are loaded up
with $20,000, $30,000, $40,000 worth of debt.
And this is just for their undergraduate educa-
tion; that doesn’t even start counting their
higher ed. 

And if you come out of college with $50,000
worth of debt, it’s hard for you to then start
making a decision about wanting to be a teach-
er or wanting to go into social work or wanting
to be a scientist and research to find the next
innovation. You may decide, “Well, the only
thing I can do is to work on Wall Street or
work in a big corporation that’s not doing cut-
ting-edge research.”

And we want people—all that’s fine, I
mean, those are good career choices—but we
want our young people to have more flexibili-
ty. Not to mention, we want them to be able
to—if they choose to get married, to be able to
buy a home and start a family without already
having essentially a mortgage that they’re car-
rying with them out of college, before they
even buy a house.

So we’re going to spend—this is another ar-
ea where we devote a considerable amount of
money in our budget. And I just want to re-
mind you of this, because we’re having this
budget debate in Washington right now. And
again, everybody says—a lot of the critics out
there are saying, “How is it that you’re going to
be spending all this money? We’ve got to wor-
ry about the deficit, et cetera.”

I just want to remind you that the money
that we are spending on education, on health
care, and on energy, if you added up all that
increased money that we’re spending, it still is
not what’s driving our long-term deficits.
What’s driving it is Medicare, Medicaid, a
structural gap that we have because of the
Bush tax cuts over the last several years that
left us spending a lot more than we were sav-
ing. 

And it’s going to take us a while to dig our
way out of that problem. But the way to dig
our way out of that problem is not to short-
change investments in our people. A lot
of—I’ll bet there are a bunch of families here
who are making some tough choices right now,
and are—who are scrimping a little bit and
saving. 

Now, somebody could make the same argu-
ment to you that folks are making to us with
respect to the budget, which is, you can’t af-
ford to be sending your kids to college right
now. That’s fiscally irresponsible. You’re tak-
ing out debt for your kids to get an education.
It’s better for you to just put them to work
right now at Mickey—at a fast food place, and
they’ll be bringing in a little bit of income. And
maybe later they can go to college.

Well, most of us don’t make that decision,
because we understand that making the in-
vestment now will lead to greater opportunity,
greater economic advancement later. Well,
the same thing is true in our economy. We
can’t shortchange the investments that will al-
low us to grow in the future. 

We’re going to have to impose discipline
and eliminate programs that don’t work, and
we’re doing that. We’re cutting this budget by
$2 trillion. And we’re cutting the deficit in half
by the end of my first term. But what we can’t
shortchange are those things that are going to
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allow us to grow long term. I don’t want us to
constrict and reduce our ambitions, and
our—and set our sights lower for our kids and
the next generation, because we weren’t willing
to make those investments now. That’s not how
America works.

All right. So now—the folks here have been
very patient, so all of you who are watching this
live streaming online, we’re actually going to
have some live stuff instead of some virtual
stuff. We’re going to ask—get some questions
or comments from the audience. And I’m going
to go boy, girl, boy, girl—[laughter]—to avoid
anybody being mad at me. And we’ll start right
there, yes. And we’ve got some microphones so
everybody can hear you.

U.S. Auto Industry

Q. Mr. President, my name is Ellie. I’m from
Maryland, but I’m originally from Michigan. I
have family members who work for GM and
Ford. I know the top executives have made—of
the auto companies—have made a lot of bad
moves over the years, but I can’t imagine the
suffering that we would see in the Midwest if
these companies went under. So my question to
you is, what specific steps do you see your ad-
ministration taking about the health of the auto
industry?

The President. Okay. It is a very topical ques-
tion because I’m going to be making some an-
nouncements over the next several days about
the auto industry. I don’t want to make all the
news here today, so I’m not going to be as spe-
cific as you’d like, but I guarantee in the next
few days you will have a very extensive answer
on what we need to do.

Let me give you my general philosophical ap-
proach, and that is that we need to preserve a
U.S. auto industry. I think that’s important. I
think it’s important not just symbolically; it’s im-
portant because the auto industry is a huge em-
ployer, not just the people who work for GM or
Ford or Chrysler, but all the suppliers, all the
ripple effects that are created as a consequence
of our auto industry. But my job is also to pro-
tect taxpayers. And you’re right, there’s been a
lot of mismanagement of the auto industry over
the last several years.

Now, right now, we are in such a bad crisis
that even Toyota is losing a whole lot of money.
So typically you’re looking at $14 million—or 14
million new cars are sold every year. Is that
right, Jared, in an average year for our popula-
tion? It’s gone down to 9. Everybody has pulled
back, partly because of the credit crunch, peo-
ple couldn’t get auto loans; people were worried
about, am I going to keep my job, so they decid-
ed let’s put off buying the new car. The point is,
is that you’ve seen this huge dropoff. So every
automaker is getting killed right now.

I think it is appropriate for us to say, are
there ways that we can provide help for the U.S.
auto industry to get through this very difficult
time, but the price is that you’ve got to finally
restructure to deal with these long-standing
problems. And that means that everybody is go-
ing to have to give a little bit—shareholders,
workers, creditors, suppliers, dealers—every-
body is going to have to recognize that the cur-
rent model, economic model, of the U.S. auto
industry is unsustainable. Even if sales go back
to 14 million, which eventually they will, it’s still
a model that doesn’t work. They’re—just trying
to build more and more SUVs and counting on
gas prices being low and that’s your only profit
margin, that’s just not a model that’s going to
work.

So what we’re expecting is that the automak-
ers are going to be working with us to restruc-
ture. We will provide them some help. I know
that it is not popular to provide help to auto-
workers—or to auto companies. But my job is
to measure the costs of allowing these auto
companies just to collapse versus us figuring
out, can they come up with a viable plan? If
they’re not willing to make the changes and the
restructurings that are necessary, then I’m not
willing to have taxpayer money chase after bad
money.

And so a lot of it’s going to depend on their
willingness to make some pretty drastic chang-
es. And some of those are still going to be pain-
ful because I think you’re not going to see a sit-
uation where the U.S. automakers are gaining
the kind of share that they had back in the
1950s. I mean, we just didn’t have any competi-
tion when—back then, Japan was in rubble, Eu-
rope was in rubble—we were the only players
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around. And that’s not going to be true. This is
going to be a competitive global market. We
have to make those adjustments.

All right. Okay. It’s a gentleman’s turn. All
right, this gentleman right here. We got a mi-
crophone behind you.

Federal Procurement System/Government
Contracts

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My
name is Carlos Del Toro. I served in the Navy
for 26 years, retired 4 years ago, and started a
small business. So I first want to thank you for
all the efforts that you and your administration
has done on behalf of veterans and also on be-
half of small businesses.

The President. Well, we appreciate your ser-
vice. Thank you.

Q. Thank you, sir. My question is, one of
the things that I have experienced over the last
4 years as a small business trying to do busi-
ness in the Federal procurement business, es-
sentially, as a small engineering company, is
the challenge of the bundling of contracts,
which has made it increasingly difficult for ser-
vice-disabled businesses—all small businesses
across the Nation—to compete, basically,
within the Federal procurement system. I
know that you believe in fair and open compe-
tition on a broad basis. I would suggest to you,
and my question to you is, will your adminis-
tration look at this issue and try to unbundle
these contracts that make it more competitive
for small businesses to work in the Federal
marketplace?

The President. It’s a great question. It’s an
issue that I’m familiar with. Just by way of
background for people who aren’t as familiar
with Federal purchasing, the Federal Govern-
ment is such a big customer that sometimes
for administrative convenience, what they do
is they just say, “Here, Halliburton, here’s a
contract for $20 billion to do all these various
things, and then you sort of figure out how
you’re going to divvy it up.” Well, it may be
that—I’m sorry, what was your name?

Q. Carlos.
The President. It may be that Carlos has a

better product to sell——
Q. You’re right. [Laughter]

The President. ——you know, for a segment
of that contract, but he can’t bid on the entire
thing, right? And so what ends up happening is
he—the taxpayer loses the benefit of a better
product at a better price because everything is
bundled into this huge contract with a giant
general contractor who then divvies up the
business.

So one of the things that we’re trying to fig-
ure out is, are there are ways that we can un-
bundle and unpackage some of these goods
and services that the Government purchases.
It’ll save taxpayers’ money; it’ll promote more
competition. He’s—Carlos is still going to
have to bid. He’s still going to have to prove
that his price is better and his product is bet-
ter, but at least he’s got a chance.

Now, we’re not going to be able to do that
on everything, because there are some things
that, frankly, you need some economies of
scale, right? But what we want to do is make
sure that we’re looking for every opportunity
to unbundle, to give everybody a chance to
compete so that we don’t just have one or two
or three major contractors who are getting ev-
ery contract. Because at a certain point what
ends up happening is those contractors get so
much clout in Washington, they’re getting
such huge contracts, then they start spending a
million dollars on lobbyists to make sure that
the contracts keep going the same way. You
start seeing the system distorted in ways that
aren’t healthy. And the more players there are,
the more Carloses there are who are out there
scratching and striving to get some business,
ultimately, the better deal we’ll get as taxpay-
ers.

So, great. Okay. Here you go.

Nurses

Q. My name is Linda Bock, and I’m a regis-
tered nurse just in Prince George’s County,
Maryland—been there 34 years at a free se-
nior health center. And I’m here with my fel-
low nurses from SEIU. First of all, thank you
for listening to us, because as nurses we do lis-
ten to our patients all the time. We’re their ad-
vocate.

The President. Absolutely.
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Q. And so we appreciate this opportunity for
you to hear from us. One of the things we want
to make sure is that nurses are represented in
the health care forum committees—reform
committees because we want to be there on be-
half of our fellow nurses and on behalf of the
patients that we sometimes have to speak up
for. So I really hope that we can be there so we
can push the things like prevention and educa-
tion that are so very important so that we don’t
use our emergency rooms for their doctor visits
and that we have more community-based health
centers for those that are in need. And I just—I
really appreciate this opportunity to be heard.

The President. Good. Well, I appreciate that.
I guarantee you nurses were part of the health
care summit, and they will be at the table in all
these discussions. I’m biased towards nurses, I
just like nurses—[laughter]. When Michelle
and I went in and Malia was being born, the ob-
gyn was a close friend of ours and so was much
more attentive than the usual ob-gyn might be.
But the fact is, we only saw her for, like, 15 min-
utes. The rest of the time, it was nurses who
were doing everything. When Sasha, our little
precious pea—[laughter]—when she got men-
ingitis when she was 3 months old—very dan-
gerous. The doctors did a terrific job, but,
frankly, it was the nurses that were there with
us when she had to get a spinal tap and all sorts
of things that were just bringing me to tears. 

And we’ve got a problem in this country,
which is we have a shortage of nurses—makes
no sense, given this unemployment rate. But
the reason is, is because the pay of nurses, the
hours of nurses, the quality of life of nurses, the
fact that nurse professors are even worse paid
than the nurses themselves, so that you get
these huge bottlenecks in terms of training as
many nurses as we want.

I mean, all these issues are part of the ineffi-
ciency of the health care system that has to be
fixed. And the more we’re emphasizing primary
care, preventive care, wellness—all of which
will save us money in the long term—the more
that we can deploy nurses as the troops on the
frontlines in, ultimately, driving down some of
these health care costs. 

So I think it’s very important that nurses are a
part of this process.

So, here, Ed. We’ve got a mike. I’m hanging
on to my mike. [Laughter]

Small-Business Owners/Taxes

Q. Yes, sir.
The President. I might not get it back.

[Laughter]
Q. Sir, you’re the President, you always get it

back. [Laughter] Sir, I’m Tom Sawner. I’m a
service-disabled veteran, small-business owner
in Arlington, Virginia. My company, Education-
al Options, works with public schools. We serve
more than 200,000 at-risk kids within public
schools, providing online content, partnering
with teachers, and I was honored to serve on
your education platform committee.

The President. Wonderful.
Q. Today my question is, as a small-business

owner, my company is still profitable. We’re
still growing; we’re still hiring. The money that I
make as a profit, I’m plowing right back in, and
even the money that I pay to the bank for my
business loans. Yet under current tax laws, all of
that counts as income to me before I ever see a
penny of it.

Sir, could you please help small businesses by
allowing, some way, somehow, money we pay to
the bank in principle to not count against our
income, and put us in the “richest” before we
ever seem a dime, and allow us to invest in this
huge engine to drive economic recovery? 

And a final question: As a veteran, would you
please see if we can enforce the existing laws for
veteran and other small-business set-asides?
Thank you, sir.

The President. Okay, good. Well, thank you
for the question. Obviously, I’m not completely
familiar with your circumstances or your tax sta-
tus. But we want to do everything we can to re-
lieve the tax burden on startups and small busi-
nesses, and as they grow, then their tax burden
is going to grow accordingly.

So one of the things that we have already
proposed and is reflected in our budget, is that
we are eliminating capital gains taxes for small
businesses. That’s something that we’ve already
proposed and put in place. 

Now, what’ll happen is, you won’t see that re-
flected in an immediate benefit because it will
kick in 5 years from now. The law starts now,
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but you have to have those capital gains accu-
mulate over the course of 5 years before it
counts, because we don’t want people gaming
the system. But that’s an example of the kinds
of tools that we are already putting in place in
the Tax Code to provide you relief, so that as
you’re reinvesting, that you are not penalized
for that reinvestment.

And we will do everything we can to enforce
the existing rules with regard to small busi-
nesses for veterans.

Q. Thank you, sir.
The President. Okay, this young lady back

here.

Education Reform

Q. Hi, Mr. President. Thank you so very
much for having me, a public school teacher
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, here to be
with you.

The President. What’s your name?
Q. Bonnee Breese.
The President. Good to see you, Bonnee.
Q. Thank you. I’m from Overbrook High

School. I have to say that, because I know all
the children are watching. [Laughter] 

The President. Okay. All right. Hello, Over-
brook. [Laughter] There you go.

Q. Thank you. Two questions in reference
of education, since this is a major part of your
budget plan and platform. Definitions of char-
ter schools and definitions of effective teach-
ers—how do you plan to define those two cat-
egories? And are you willing to have teachers
on the platform, in the committees, as a part of
developing those plans?

The President. Oh, absolutely. Well, as I
said, the teachers are the most important per-
son in the education system. So if we don’t
have teacher buy-in, if they’re not enthusiastic
about the reforms that we’re initiating, then,
ultimately, they’re not going to work. So we’ve
got to have teacher participation in developing
these approaches.

The definition of charter schools is pretty
straightforward. And that is that in most States
you now have a mechanism where you set up a
public school—so this is not private schools,
these are public schools receiving public dol-
lars—but they have a charter that allows them

to experiment and try new things. And typical-
ly, they’re partnering up with some sort of
non-for-profit institution. 

So in Chicago, you’ve got charter schools
that are affiliated with a museum, or they’re
affiliated with an arts program, and they may
have a particular focus. It may be a science
charter school, or it may be a language acade-
my. They are still going to have to meet all the
various requirements of a State-mandated cur-
riculum; they’re still subject to the same rules
and regulations and accountability. But they’ve
got some flexibility in terms of how they de-
sign it. Oftentimes, they are getting parents to
participate in new ways in the school. So they
become laboratories of new and creative learn-
ing.

Now, there are some charter schools that
are doing a great job, and you are seeing huge
increases in student performance. And by the
way—one last point I want to make about
these charters—they’re nonselective, so it’s
not a situation where they’re just cherry-pick-
ing the kids who are already getting the high-
est grades; they’ve got to admit anybody. And
typically there are long waiting lines, so they
use some sort of lottery to admit them.

Some of them are doing great work, huge,
huge progress, and great innovation; and
there’s some charters that haven’t worked out
so well. And just like bad—or regular schools,
they need to be shut down if they’re not doing
a good job. But what charters do is they give
an opportunity for experimentation and then
duplication of success. And we want to en-
courage that. So that’s the definition of char-
ters. 

In terms of teachers, how we measure per-
formance—as I said before, I have been a crit-
ic of measuring performance just by the ad-
ministering of a single, high-stakes standard-
ized test during the year, and then the teacher
is judged. And that was, I think, the biggest
problem with No Child Left Behind. It basi-
cally said that you just go in—[ap-
plause]—here’s the standardized test, we’ll see
how the kids are doing. And because it doesn’t
even measure progress, you could have a very
good teacher or a very good school in a poor
area where test scores have typically been low,
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and they are still punished even though they’re
doing heroic work in a difficult situation.

The other problem is that you started seeing
curriculums and teachers teaching to the test,
not because they want to, but because there’s
such a huge stake in doing well on these tests
that suddenly the science curriculum, instead of
it being designed around sparking people’s cre-
ativity and their interests in science, it ends up
just being, here’s the test, here’s what you have
to learn, which the average kid is already
squirming enough in their seat; now they’re
thinking, well, this is completely dull, this is
completely uninteresting. And they get turned
off from science or math or all these wonderful
subjects that, potentially, they could be passion-
ate about.

So what we want to do is not completely
eliminate standardized tests; there’s a role for
standardized tests. All of us have taken them,
and they serve a function. We just don’t want it
to be the only thing. So we want to work with
teachers to figure out how do we get peer re-
view, how do we have evaluation—I was just
talking to Bill Gates yesterday, and he was talk-
ing about the use of technology where you can
use videos to look at really successful teachers
and how they interact with their students, how
they’re monitoring students, et cetera, and then
you bring in the teachers at the end of the day
and, just like a coach might be talking to his
players about how you see how on that play you
should have been here and you could have done
that—same thing with teachers. 

But they don’t get that feedback. Usually, es-
pecially beginning teachers are completely iso-
lated. They’re in this classroom; they’re sort of
just thrown in to sink or swim. Instead, let’s use
a variety of mechanisms to assess and constantly
improve teacher performance.

Now, one thing I have to say, I know you’ll
admit this, although maybe you can’t on TV, but
if—in private I’ll bet you’d admit that during
the—how long have you been teaching?

Q. I’ve been teaching for 15 years and at
Overbrook for 8 years.

The President. Fifteen years. Okay, so you’ve
been teaching for 15 years. I’ll bet you’ll admit
that during those 15 years there have been a
couple of teachers that you’ve met—you don’t

have to say their names—[laugher]—who you
would not put your child in their classroom.
[Laughter] See? Right? You’re not saying any-
thing. [Laughter] You’re taking the Fifth.
[Laughter]

My point is that if we’ve done everything we
can to improve teacher pay and teacher perfor-
mance and training and development, some
people just aren’t meant to be teachers, just like
some people aren’t meant to be carpenters,
some people aren’t meant to be nurses. At some
point they’ve got to find a new career. 

And it can’t be impossible to move out bad
teachers, because that brings—that makes ev-
erybody depressed in a school, if there are some
folks—and it makes it harder for the teachers
who are inheriting these kids the next year for
doing their job. 

So there’s got to be some accountability mea-
sures built in to this process. But I’m optimistic
that we can make real progress on this front.
But it’s going to take some time. So, all right?

Mr. Bernstein. Mr. President, we have——
The President. How many times——
Mr. Bernstein. One more question, please.
The President. Oh, one more question. Now,

yelling—just saying it right here is not going to
get you the question. [Laughter] You know
what I’m going to do, is—I hope I don’t seem
biased here; I’m going to go with a young per-
son here. Last question—at least younger than
me. [Laughter]

Health Care Reform

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. My name is
Sergio Salmeron. I want to find out about
health care. In a society, a lot of times we have
to step back and ask ourselves if what we’re do-
ing in principle, not in practice, is right. And so
when we think about health care, I want to
know from you if the things like preexisting
conditions and preventive medicine, if they are
a symptom of what’s going on in our health care
system, then what is the problem and how do
you address it?

The President. Well, I’ll talk to you about
preexisting conditions, because this is some-
thing that I talked about during the campaign;
it’s something that touched on me personally.
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My mother contracted ovarian cancer when
she was 53, and she died 6 months later. It’s
one of those cancers that typically is diagnosed
very—at late stages; it’s hard to catch early. 

She was at the time working as an indepen-
dent contractor. She was working for an inter-
national assistance organization. And so she
had insurance, but when she was diagnosed
and she started—and the medical bills started
mounting up, some of—this insurance compa-
ny started saying that this is a preexisting con-
dition, so maybe we don’t have to reimburse
you. And we had to spend a bunch of time
fighting with these insurance companies about
this issue. 

Now, eventually we were lucky, we got
these costs approved, because the point was,
she didn’t know, nobody had diagnosed it, and
if you start having a—the standard of preexist-
ing condition is you might have had that illness
some time at some point before you—or you
were genetically predisposed to it, potentially,
none of us would ever get any insurance. 

So—but I still remember watching
her—you know, she’s sick, she’s going through
chemotherapy, and she’s on the phone arguing
with insurance companies. And she’s lucky she
had insurance. There are tons of people out
there who, once they’ve had one heart attack,
once they’ve been diagnosed with diabetes,
once they’ve got some form of chronic illness,
from that point forward it is almost impossible
for them to get health insurance. And if their
employer, especially if it’s a small employer,
wants to give them health insurance, it’s the
costs are so prohibitive that they can’t do it
even if the employer wants to help them.

I mean, if Carlos has got a small business,
if—I don’t know how many employees he has,
but if he has 10 employees, 22 employees, and
if one of them got a serious illness like leuke-
mia, it would send his insurance rates skyrock-
eting to a point where he just couldn’t operate.

So this is why any reform of the health care
system, I think, has to address this issue and to
say we are going to allow anybody to get health
insurance. And if you’ve got a preexisting con-
dition you’re not going to be excluded but

you’re going to be able to obtain health insur-
ance. And if you can’t obtain it through a pri-
vate plan then there is going to be a public
plan that is available in some way to give you
insurance, or insurers are obligated to provide
you with insurance in some way.

Now that’s a principle. What are the details
of how we’re going to do that? There are a lot
of different approaches. We have seen some
progress with the insurance companies where
they have said, “We are willing to take every-
body in, but only if everybody is required to be
in.” That’s the position that they’re taking right
now. So the idea is you combine a rule that
eliminates preexisting condition exclusions
with mandatory health insurance, just like auto
insurance is mandatory. That’s a proposal
they’ve put forward.

Now, that’s progress in the sense that
they’ve acknowledged that this preexisting
condition situation is a real problem. Whether
that ends up being the best mechanism—dur-
ing the campaign, I was skeptical of mandates
only because my attitude was the reason peo-
ple don’t have health insurance is not because
they don’t want it, it’s because they can’t af-
ford it. And if we drive down cost, then people
will have it. But that’s part of the debate that’s
going to be taking place over the next several
months as we try to develop a health care plan
for the future. 

Okay? Listen, I know that there were other
people who had questions, both here in the
live audience, as well as in our virtual audi-
ence. But we’re out of time. I just want to say
thank you for participating. Thanks for paying
attention. And we need you guys to keep pay-
ing attention in the months and years to come. 

Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jared Bernstein, Chief
Economist and Economic Policy Adviser to
Vice President Joe Biden, who introduced the
President; Lt. John W. Finn, USN (Ret.); and
William H. Gates III, chairman, Microsoft.
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Statement on the 30th Anniversary of the Peace Treaty Between Egypt and
Israel
March 26, 2009

Today marks the anniversary of the peace
treaty between Egypt and Israel, signed 30
years ago at the White House. 

As we commemorate this historic event, we
recall that peace is always possible even in the
face of seemingly intractable conflicts. The suc-
cess of Prime Minister Begin, President Sadat,
and President Carter, begun at Camp David,
demonstrated that progress results from sus-
tained efforts at communication and coopera-

tion. While much work remains, we honor the
courage and foresight of these leaders, who
stood together in unity to change the course of
our shared history. 

Today, as we seek to expand the circle of
peace among Arabs and Israelis, we take inspi-
ration from what Israel and Egypt achieved
three decades ago, knowing that the destination
is worthy of the struggle.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation to Promote Voluntarism
March 26, 2009

I’m so pleased that the Senate overwhelm-
ingly passed the bipartisan Edward M. Kennedy
Serve America Act, legislation that will usher in
a new era of service. I want to applaud all those
who have worked so hard to see this bill
through, and I am eager to sign it into law.

This legislation will help create new opportu-
nities for millions of Americans at all stages of
their lives, from improving service learning in
schools to creating an army of 250,000 volun-
teers a year dedicated to addressing our Na-
tion’s toughest problems, from connecting
working Americans to a variety of part-time ser-
vice opportunities to better utilizing the skills
and experience of our retirees and baby boom-
ers. This legislation will help tap the genius of
our faith-based and community organizations,
and it will find the most innovative ideas for ad-

dressing our common challenges and helping
those ideas grow. 

It is fitting that this legislation is named after
Ted Kennedy, a person who has never stopped
asking what he could do for his country. This
legislation is not just a tribute to the service to
which he has dedicated his life, it is a call to ac-
tion for the rest of us. Our work is not finished
when I sign this bill into law; it has just begun.
While our Government can provide every op-
portunity imaginable for us to serve our com-
munities, it is up to each of us to seize those op-
portunities, to do our part to lift up our fellow
Americans, to realize our own true potential.

I call on all Americans to stand up and do
what they can to serve their communities, shape
our history, and enrich both their own lives and
the lives of others across this country.

Remarks on United States Military and Diplomatic Strategies for Afghanistan
and Pakistan
March 27, 2009

Good morning. Please be seated. Before I
begin today, let me acknowledge, first of all,
Your Excellencies, all the Ambassadors who are
in attendance. I also want to acknowledge both
the civilians and our military personnel that are
about to be deployed to the region. And I am

very grateful to all of you for your extraordinary
work. 

I want to acknowledge General David
Petraeus, who’s here and has been doing an
outstanding job at CENTCOM; we appreciate
him. I want to thank Bruce Riedel—Bruce is
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down at the end here—who has worked
extensively on our strategic review. I want to
acknowledge Karl Eikenberry, who’s here, and
is our Ambassador-designate to Afghanistan.
And to my national security team, thanks for
their outstanding work.

Today I’m announcing a comprehensive,
new strategy for Afghanistan and Pakistan.
And this marks the conclusion of a careful pol-
icy review, led by Bruce, that I ordered as soon
as I took office. My administration has heard
from our military commanders as well as our
diplomats. We’ve consulted with the Afghan
and Pakistani Governments, with our partners
and our NATO allies, and with other donors
and international organizations. We’ve also
worked closely with Members of Congress
here at home. And now I’d like to speak clearly
and candidly to the American people. 

The situation is increasingly perilous. It’s
been more than 7 years since the Taliban was
removed from power, yet war rages on and in-
surgents control parts of Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. Attacks against our troops, our NATO al-
lies, and the Afghan Government have risen
steadily. And most painfully, 2008 was the
deadliest year of the war for American forces. 

Many people in the United States, and
many in partner countries that have sacrificed
so much, have a simple question: What is our
purpose in Afghanistan? After so many years,
they ask, why do our men and women still
fight and die there? And they deserve a
straightforward answer. 

So let me be clear: Al Qaida and its allies,
the terrorists who planned and supported the
9/11 attacks, are in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Multiple intelligence estimates have warned
that Al Qaida is actively planning attacks on
the United States homeland from its safe ha-
ven in Pakistan. And if the Afghan Govern-
ment falls to the Taliban or allows Al Qaida to
go unchallenged, that country will again be a
base for terrorists who want to kill as many of
our people as they possibly can. 

The future of Afghanistan is inextricably
linked to the future of its neighbor Pakistan. In
the nearly 8 years since 9/11, Al Qaida and its
extremist allies have moved across the border
to the remote areas of the Pakistani frontier.

This almost certainly includes Al Qaida’s lead-
ership, Usama bin Laden and Ayman Al-Zawa-
hiri. They have used this mountainous terrain
as a safe haven to hide, to train terrorists, to
communicate with followers, to plot attacks,
and to send fighters to support the insurgency
in Afghanistan. For the American people, this
border region has become the most dangerous
place in the world. 

But this is not simply an American prob-
lem—far from it—it is, instead, an internation-
al security challenge of the highest order. Ter-
rorist attacks in London and Bali were tied to
Al Qaida and its allies in Pakistan, as were at-
tacks in North Africa and the Middle East, in
Islamabad and in Kabul. If there is a major at-
tack on an Asian, European, or African city, it
too is likely to have ties to Al Qaida’s leader-
ship in Pakistan. The safety of people around
the world is at stake. 

For the Afghan people, a return to Taliban
rule would condemn their country to brutal
governance, international isolation, a para-
lyzed economy, and the denial of basic human
rights to the Afghan people, especially women
and girls. The return in force of Al Qaida ter-
rorists who would accompany the core Taliban
leadership would cast Afghanistan under the
shadow of perpetual violence. 

As President, my greatest responsibility is to
protect the American people. We are not in
Afghanistan to control that country or to dic-
tate its future. We are in Afghanistan to con-
front a common enemy that threatens the
United States, our friends and our allies, and
the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan who
have suffered the most at the hands of violent
extremists. 

So I want the American people to under-
stand that we have a clear and focused goal to
disrupt, dismantle, and defeat Al Qaida in Pak-
istan and Afghanistan and to prevent their re-
turn to either country in the future. That’s the
goal that must be achieved; that is a cause that
could not be more just. And to the terrorists
who oppose us, my message is the same: We
will defeat you. 

To achieve our goals, we need a stronger,
smarter, and comprehensive strategy. To focus
on the greatest threat to our people, America
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must no longer deny resources to Afghanistan
because of the war in Iraq. To enhance the mil-
itary, governance, and economic capacity of Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, we have to marshal in-
ternational support. And to defeat an enemy
that heeds no borders or laws of war, we must
recognize the fundamental connection between
the future of Afghanistan and Pakistan, which is
why I’ve appointed Ambassador Richard Hol-
brooke, who is here, to serve as Special Repre-
sentative for both countries and to work closely
with General Petraeus to integrate our civilian
and military efforts. 

Let me start by addressing the way forward
in Pakistan. The United States has great respect
for the Pakistani people. They have a rich histo-
ry and have struggled against long odds to sus-
tain their democracy. The people of Pakistan
want the same things that we want: an end to
terror, access to basic services, the opportunity
to live their dreams, and the security that can
only come with the rule of law. The single
greatest threat to that future comes from Al Qa-
ida and their extremist allies, and that is why we
must stand together. 

The terrorists within Pakistan’s borders are
not simply enemies of America or Afghanistan,
they are a grave and urgent danger to the peo-
ple of Pakistan. Al Qaida and other violent ex-
tremists have killed several thousand Pakistanis
since 9/11. They’ve killed many Pakistani sol-
diers and police. They assassinated Benazir
Bhutto. They’ve blown up buildings, derailed
foreign investment, and threatened the stability
of the state. So make no mistake: Al Qaida and
its extremist allies are a cancer that risks killing
Pakistan from within.

It’s important for the American people to un-
derstand that Pakistan needs our help in going
after Al Qaida. This is no simple task. The tribal
regions are vast, they are rugged, and they are
often ungoverned. And that’s why we must fo-
cus our military assistance on the tools, training,
and support that Pakistan needs to root out the
terrorists. And after years of mixed results, we
will not, and cannot, provide a blank check.
Pakistan must demonstrate its commitment to
rooting out Al Qaida and the violent extremists
within its borders. And we will insist that action

be taken, one way or another, when we have in-
telligence about high-level terrorist targets. 

The Government’s ability to destroy these
safe havens is tied to its own strength and secu-
rity. To help Pakistan weather the economic cri-
sis, we must continue to work with the IMF, the
World Bank, and other international partners.
To lessen tensions between two nuclear-armed
nations that too often teeter on the edge of es-
calation and confrontation, we must pursue
constructive diplomacy with both India and
Pakistan. To avoid the mistakes of the past, we
must make clear that our relationship with Pak-
istan is grounded in support for Pakistan’s dem-
ocratic institutions and the Pakistani people.
And to demonstrate through deeds as well as
words a commitment that is enduring, we must
stand for lasting opportunity. 

A campaign against extremism will not suc-
ceed with bullets or bombs alone. Al Qaidas of-
fers the people of Pakistan nothing but destruc-
tion. We stand for something different. So to-
day I am calling upon Congress to pass a bipar-
tisan bill cosponsored by John Kerry and
Richard Lugar that authorizes $1.5 billion in di-
rect support to the Pakistani people every year
over the next 5 years, resources that will build
schools and roads and hospitals and strengthen
Pakistan’s democracy. I’m also calling on Con-
gress to pass a bipartisan bill cosponsored by
Maria Cantwell, Chris Van Hollen, and Peter
Hoekstra that creates opportunity zones in the
border regions to develop the economy and
bring hope to places plagued with violence. And
we will ask our friends and allies to do their
part, including at the donors conference in To-
kyo next month. 

I don’t ask for this support lightly. These are
challenging times; resources are stretched. But
the American people must understand that this
is a downpayment on our own future, because
the security of America and Pakistan is shared.
Pakistan’s Government must be a stronger part-
ner in destroying these safe havens, and we
must isolate Al Qaida from the Pakistani peo-
ple. And these steps in Pakistan are also indis-
pensable to our efforts in Afghanistan, which
will see no end to violence if insurgents move
freely back and forth across the border. 
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Security demands a new sense of shared re-
sponsibility. And that’s why we will launch a
standing, trilateral dialog among the United
States, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Our nations
will meet regularly, with Secretaries Clinton
and Secretary Gates leading our effort. To-
gether, we must enhance intelligence sharing
and military cooperation along the border,
while addressing issues of common concern
like trade, energy, and economic develop-
ment. 

This is just one part of a comprehensive
strategy to prevent Afghanistan from becom-
ing the Al Qaida safe haven that it was before
9/11. To succeed, we and our friends and allies
must reverse the Taliban’s gains and promote
a more capable and accountable Afghan Gov-
ernment. 

Our troops have fought bravely against a
ruthless enemy. Our civilians have made great
sacrifices. Our allies have borne a heavy bur-
den. Afghans have suffered and sacrificed for
their future. But for 6 years, Afghanistan has
been denied the resources that it demands be-
cause of the war in Iraq. Now, we must make a
commitment that can accomplish our goals. 

I’ve already ordered the deployment of
17,000 troops that had been requested by
General McKiernan for many months. These
soldiers and marines will take the fight to the
Taliban in the south and the east and give us a
greater capacity to partner with Afghan securi-
ty forces and to go after insurgents along the
border. This push will also help provide secu-
rity in advance of the important Presidential
elections in Afghanistan in August. 

At the same time, we will shift the emphasis
of our mission to training and increasing the
size of Afghan security forces, so that they can
eventually take the lead in securing their coun-
try. That’s how we will prepare Afghans to take
responsibility for their security, and how we
will ultimately be able to bring our own troops
home. 

For 3 years, our commanders have been
clear about the resources they need for train-
ing. And those resources have been denied be-
cause of the war in Iraq. Now, that will
change. The additional troops that we de-
ployed have already increased our training ca-

pacity. And later this spring, we will deploy ap-
proximately 4,000 U.S. troops to train Afghan
security forces. For the first time, this will tru-
ly resource our effort to train and support the
Afghan Army and police. Every American unit
in Afghanistan will be partnered with an Af-
ghan unit, and we will seek additional trainers
from our NATO allies to ensure that every Af-
ghan unit has a coalition partner. We will ac-
celerate our efforts to build an Afghan Army of
134,000 and a police force of 82,000 so that we
can meet these goals by 2011, and increases in
Afghan forces may very well be needed as our
plans to turn over security responsibility to the
Afghans go forward. 

This push must be joined by a dramatic in-
crease in our civilian effort. Afghanistan has an
elected government, but it is undermined by
corruption and has difficulty delivering basic
services to its people. The economy is under-
cut by a booming narcotics trade that encour-
ages criminality and funds the insurgency. The
people of Afghanistan seek the promise of a
better future. Yet once again, we’ve seen the
hope of a new day darkened by violence and
uncertainty. 

So to advance security, opportunity, and
justice—not just in Kabul, but from the bot-
tom up in the Provinces—we need agricultural
specialists and educators, engineers and law-
yers. That’s how we can help the Afghan Gov-
ernment serve its people and develop an econ-
omy that isn’t dominated by illicit drugs. And
that’s why I’m ordering a substantial increase
in our civilians on the ground. That’s also why
we must seek civilian support from our part-
ners and allies, from the United Nations and
international aid organizations, an effort that
Secretary Clinton will carry forward next week
in The Hague.

At a time of economic crisis, it’s tempting to
believe that we can shortchange this civilian
effort. But make no mistake: Our efforts will
fail in Afghanistan and Pakistan if we don’t in-
vest in their future. And that’s why my budget
includes indispensable investments in our
State Department and foreign assistance pro-
grams. These investments relieve the burden
on our troops. They contribute directly to se-
curity. They make the American people safer.
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And they save us an enormous amount of mon-
ey in the long run, because it’s far cheaper to
train a policeman to secure his or her own vil-
lage than to help a farmer seed a crop—or to
help a farmer seed a crop than it is to send our
troops to fight tour after tour of duty with no
transition to Afghan responsibility. 

As we provide these resources, the days of
unaccountable spending, no-bid contracts, and
wasteful reconstruction must end. So my bud-
get will increase funding for a strong Inspector
General at both State Department and USAID
and include robust funding for the Special In-
spector Generals for Afghan Reconstruction.
And I want to be clear: We cannot turn a blind
eye to the corruption that causes Afghans to
lose faith in their own leaders. Instead, we will
seek a new compact with the Afghan Govern-
ment that cracks down on corrupt behavior and
sets clear benchmarks, clear metrics for inter-
national assistance so that it is used to provide
for the needs of the Afghan people.

In a country with extreme poverty that’s been
at war for decades, there will also be no peace
without reconciliation among former enemies.
Now, I have no illusion that this will be easy. In
Iraq, we had success in reaching out to former
adversaries to isolate and target Al Qaida in
Iraq. We must pursue a similar process in Af-
ghanistan, while understanding that it is a very
different country. 

There is an uncompromising core of the Tal-
iban. They must be met with force, and they
must be defeated. But there are also those
who’ve taken up arms because of coercion or
simply for a price. These Afghans must have the
option to choose a different course. And that’s
why we will work with local leaders, the Afghan
Government, and international partners to have
a reconciliation process in every Province. As
their ranks dwindle, an enemy that has nothing
to offer the Afghan people but terror and re-
pression must be further isolated. And we will
continue to support the basic human rights of
all Afghans, including women and girls. 

And going forward, we will not blindly stay
the course. Instead, we will set clear metrics to
measure progress and hold ourselves account-
able. We’ll consistently assess our efforts to
train Afghan security forces and our progress in

combating insurgents. We will measure the
growth of Afghanistan’s economy and its illicit
narcotics production. And we will review
whether we are using the right tools and tactics
to make progress towards accomplishing our
goals. 

None of the steps that I’ve outlined will be
easy; none should be taken by America alone.
The world cannot afford the price that will
come due if Afghanistan slides back into chaos
or Al Qaida operates unchecked. We have a
shared responsibility to act, not because we
seek to project power for its own sake, but be-
cause our own peace and security depends on
it. And what’s at stake at this time is not just our
own security, it’s the very idea that free nations
can come together on behalf of our common se-
curity. That was the founding cause of NATO
six decades ago, and that must be our common
purpose today. 

My administration is committed to strength-
ening international organizations and collective
action, and that will be my message next week
in Europe. As America does more, we will ask
others to join us in doing their part. From our
partners and NATO allies, we will seek not sim-
ply troops, but rather clearly defined capabili-
ties: supporting the Afghan elections, training
Afghan security forces, a greater civilian com-
mitment to the Afghan people. For the United
Nations, we seek greater progress for its man-
date to coordinate international action and as-
sistance and to strengthen Afghan institutions. 

And finally, together with the United Na-
tions, we will forge a new contact group for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan that brings together all
who should have a stake in the security of the
region, our NATO allies and other partners, but
also the Central Asian states, the Gulf nations
and Iran, Russia, India, and China. None of
these nations benefit from a base for Al Qaida
terrorists and a region that descends into chaos.
All have a stake in the promise of lasting peace
and security and development. 

And that is true, above all, for the coalition
that has fought together in Afghanistan, side by
side with Afghans. The sacrifices have been
enormous. Nearly 700 Americans have lost
their lives; troops from over 20 countries have
also paid the ultimate price. All Americans
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honor the service and cherish the friendship of
those who have fought and worked and bled
by our side. And all Americans are awed by the
service of our own men and women in uni-
form, who’ve borne a burden as great as any
other generation’s. They and their families
embody the example of selfless sacrifice. 

I remind everybody, the United States of
America did not choose to fight a war in Af-
ghanistan. Nearly 3,000 of our people were
killed on September 11, 2001, for doing noth-
ing more than going about their daily lives. Al
Qaida and its allies have since killed thousands
of people in many countries. Most of the blood
on their hands is the blood of Muslims, who Al
Qaida has killed and maimed in far greater
number than any other people. That is the fu-
ture that Al Qaida is offering to the people of
Pakistan and Afghanistan, a future without
hope or opportunity, a future without justice
or peace. 

So understand, the road ahead will be long
and there will be difficult days ahead. But we

will seek lasting partnerships with Afghanistan
and Pakistan that promise a new day for their
people. And we will use all elements of our na-
tional power to defeat Al Qaida and to defend
America, our allies, and all who seek a better
future. Because the United States of America
stands for peace and security, justice and op-
portunity. That is who we are, and that is what
history calls on us to do once more. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; Bruce Rie-
del, chair, interagency review on Afghanistan
and Pakistan policy; Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton; and Gen. David D. McKier-
nan, USA, commander, NATO International
Security Assistance Force, Afghanistan.

Remarks at an Installation Ceremony for Eric H. Holder, Jr., as Attorney
General 
March 27, 2009

I am proud to be here today for the installa-
tion of my friend Eric Holder as the 82d Attor-
ney General of the United States.

I want to recognize our Deputy Attorney
General, David Ogden, for his outstanding
service to this Department, both in this tour of
duty, and in his last. Where did David go? He
was here just a second ago. [Laughter] Here
he is. Come on out here—that’s David. I’d like
to thank Special Agent Earl Camp for starting
things off with the Pledge of Allegiance and
for his tremendous sacrifice for this Nation.
Thanks also to Members of Congress who
have joined us, to President Steven Knapp for
hosting us, and to Judge Robert Richter for
administering the oath. Thank you very much.

I also want to welcome Eric’s entire family,
who is here today. Like me, Eric married up.
[Laughter] And we are grateful to his extraor-
dinary wife, Dr. Sharon Malone, and their
children Brooke, Maya, and Eric, for sharing

him with all of us. So, Sharon, thank you.
Thank you, guys. 

There are few more important jobs in our
Nation’s Government than that of Attorney
General. As President, I swore an oath to pre-
serve, protect, and defend our Constitution.
And as Eric himself has said, it is the Attorney
General who serves as the guardian of that re-
vered document that is the basis of our laws
and the driving force of our democracy. 

And that’s what’s always distinguished this
Nation, that we are bound together not by a
shared bloodline or allegiance to any one lead-
er or faith or creed, but by an adherence to a
set of ideals. That’s the core notion of our
founding, that ours is a government of laws,
and not men. It is the motto inscribed on the
library of my law school alma mater: “Not un-
der man but under God and law.”

But today, as we install the man charged
with upholding our laws, we are reminded that
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the work of translating law into justice, of en-
suring that those words put to paper more than
two centuries ago mean something for all of our
people, that is a fundamentally human process.

It is what so many of you, the men and wom-
en of our Justice Department, do every single
day: keeping us safe from terrorist attacks,
bringing to justice those who would do us harm,
rooting out corruption and fighting violent
crime, protecting our markets from manipula-
tion and our environment from pollution, and
upholding our most fundamental civil rights.

That’s why I sought to appoint an Attorney
General who understands that justice isn’t
about some abstract legal theory or footnote in
a casebook. It’s about how our laws affect the
daily realities of people’s lives, whether they can
make a living and care for their families, wheth-
er they feel safe in their own homes and wel-
come in their own nation. 

I sought someone who recognizes the very
real threats we face, but has the wisdom, in
those hard-to-call cases, to find that fine bal-
ance between ensuring our security and pre-
serving our liberty. And most of all, I was look-
ing for someone who believes deeply enough in
the American people’s cause to serve as the
American people’s lawyer.

And taken together, I think that’s a pretty
good description of our new Attorney General.
It’s a reflection of how he was raised and of the
choices he’s made throughout his life. Eric’s fa-
ther came to this country as a boy and served in
the Army during the Second World War. And
even though he couldn’t get served at a lunch
counter in the Nation he defended, he never
stopped believing in its promise. He and Eric’s
mother worked hard to seize that promise for
their sons and give them every opportunity to
succeed. 

But Eric was never content to achieve just
for himself. Each time he rose, he worked to
pull others up with him: mentoring young peo-
ple in college; working for the NAACP Legal
Defense and Education Fund in law school; dis-
tinguishing himself as a prosecutor, a judge, and
a leader in this Department. All along working
tirelessly to right the balance of power so ordi-
nary people could get a fair shake, all along
showing the independence of mind that justice

requires, never hesitating to take on members
of his own party, including those to whom he
owed his job. In fact, several months ago, Eric
even had the audacity to comment to a reporter
on my basketball skills. [Laughter] He said, and
I quote—[laughter]—here’s what he said—he
said, “I’m not sure he’s ready for my New York
game.” [Laughter] We will see about that, Mr.
Attorney General. [Laughter]

Now, I can’t vouch for Eric’s skills on the
basketball court, but I can confirm that he is
thoroughly prepared to take on the law enforce-
ment challenges of this new century. As a stu-
dent of history, he also knows history’s lessons
about what happens when we let politics and
ideology cloud our judgment, and let fear and
anger, rather than reason, dictate our policy.
These are mistakes he will not repeat. Because
in the end, Eric comes to this job with only one
agenda, to do what is right under the law. 

It’s no easy task. And it is one that falls to ev-
ery member of this Department, because our
laws are only as effective, only as compassion-
ate, only as fair as those who enforce them. In
the end, our Union is only as perfect as we are
willing to work for. It endures only to the extent
that we are willing to fight for the ideals on
which it is based, to do our part as generations
before us to breathe new life into them with the
more enlightened understandings of our time. 

That has always been the core mission of this
Department. It is the story told by the murals
that adorn the walls of your headquarters, in-
stalled years ago to illustrate the power of law to
improve our lives.

Now I haven’t seen it yet myself, but I’m told
that one of these murals, painted back in the
1930s, depicts black children and white chil-
dren attending school together, sitting side by
side in the same classroom. This was years be-
fore Brown versus Board of Education, at a
time when Washington, DC, was still a segre-
gated city.

It is, to this day, a moving reminder that
sometimes law lags behind justice, and it is up
to us to bridge that distance. That’s been the
work of Eric Holder’s life and so many of yours.
I thank you for answering the call to serve this
Nation, and I look forward to working with you
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in the months and years ahead to meet the ur-
gent challenges of our time. 

So thank you. God bless you. Keep up the
great work, and let’s install our outstanding At-
torney General. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m. in
the Lisner Auditorium at George Washington
University. In his remarks, he referred to Ste-

ven Knapp, president, George Washington
University; District of Columbia Superior
Court Judge Robert I. Richter; and Miriam
Holder, mother, and William Holder, brother,
of Attorney General Holder. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Attorney General
Holder.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 28, 2009

Even as we face an economic crisis which
demands our constant focus, forces of nature
can also intervene in ways that create other
crises to which we must respond, and respond
urgently. For the people of North and South
Dakota and Minnesota who live along rivers
spilling over their banks, this is one such mo-
ment. Rivers and streams throughout the re-
gion have flooded or are at risk of flooding.
The cities of Fargo and neighboring Moor-
head are vulnerable as the waters of the Red
River have risen. Thousands of homes and
businesses are threatened.

That’s why, on Tuesday, I granted a major
disaster declaration request for the State of
North Dakota and ordered Federal support
into the region to help State and local officials
respond to the flooding. This was followed by
an emergency declaration for the State of
Minnesota. And we are also keeping close
watch on the situation in South Dakota as it
develops.

The Department of Homeland Security and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
continue to coordinate the Federal response.
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolita-
no is helping to oversee Federal efforts, and
she remains in close contact with State offi-
cials. Acting FEMA Administrator Nancy
Ward has been in the region since yesterday to
meet with folks on the ground and survey the
area herself.

In addition, The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is assisting in the emergency construc-
tion of levees. The Coast Guard is aiding in
search and rescue efforts, while the Depart-
ment of Defense is helping to move people

and supplies. Members of the National Guard
have been activated and are on the scene as
well. Hospitals and nursing homes in the area
are being evacuated and residents in poor
health or with special needs are being trans-
ported to higher ground. Teams from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services are
aiding in this work. And the Red Cross is in
place to provide shelter and supplies for folks
in need.

It is also important for residents in these
States to remain vigilant in monitoring reports
on flood crests and to follow instructions from
their State and local leaders in the event that
evacuations become necessary.

My administration is working closely with
Governors John Hoeven, Mike Rounds, and
Tim Pawlenty, and I’ve been meeting with
Senators Byron Dorgan, Kent Conrad, and
Amy Klobuchar, as well as Congressmen Earl
Pomeroy and Collin Peterson, to pledge my
support. I’ll continue to monitor the situation
carefully. We will do what must be done to
help in concert with State and local agencies
and nonprofit organizations and volunteers
who are doing so much to aid the response ef-
fort. For at moments like these, we’re remind-
ed of the power of nature to disrupt lives and
endanger communities, but we are also re-
minded of the power of individuals to make a
difference.

In the Fargodome, thousands of people
gathered not to watch a football game or a
rodeo, but to fill sandbags. Volunteers filled
2.5 million of them in just 5 days, working
against the clock, day and night, with tired
arms and aching backs. Others braved freezing
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temperatures, gusting winds, and falling snow
to build levees along the river’s banks to help
protect against waters that have exceeded
record levels.

College students have traveled by the bus-
load from nearby campuses to lend a hand dur-
ing their spring breaks. Students from local high
schools asked if they could take time to partici-
pate. Young people have turned social networks
into community networks, coordinating with
one another online to figure out how best to
help.

In the face of an incredible challenge, the
people of these communities have rallied in
support of one another. And their service isn’t
just inspirational, it’s integral to our response.
It’s also a reminder of what we can achieve
when Americans come together to serve their
communities. All across the Nation, there are
men, women, and young people who have an-
swered that call, and millions of other who
would like to. Whether it’s helping to reduce
the energy we use, cleaning up a neighborhood
park, tutoring in a local school, or volunteering
in countless other ways, individual citizens can
make a big difference.

And that’s why I’m so happy that legislation
passed the Senate this week and the House last
week to provide more opportunities for Ameri-
cans to serve their communities and the coun-

try. The bipartisan Senate bill was sponsored by
Senator Orrin Hatch and Senator Ted Kenne-
dy, leaders who embody the spirit of public ser-
vice, and I am looking forward to signing this
important measure into law.

In facing sudden crises or more stubborn
challenges, the truth is we are all in this togeth-
er, as neighbors and fellow citizens. That is
what brought so many to help North Dakota
and Minnesota and other areas affected by this
flooding. That’s what draws people to volunteer
in so many ways, serving our country here and
on distant shores. Our thanks go out to them to-
day, and to all who are working day and night to
deal with the disaster. We send them our
thoughts, our prayers, and our continued assis-
tance in this difficult time.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at
approximately 5 p.m. on March 27 in the Blue
Room at the White House for broadcast on
March 28. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on March 27
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
March 28. In his address, the President
referred to Gov. John H. Hoeven III of North
Dakota; Gov. M. Michael Rounds of South
Dakota; and Gov. Timothy J. Pawlenty of
Minnesota.

Remarks on the United States Automobile Industry 
March 30, 2009

Good morning, everybody. One of the chal-
lenges we’ve confronted from the beginning of
this administration is what to do with the state
of the struggling auto industry. In recent
months, my Auto Task Force has been review-
ing requests by General Motors and Chrysler
for additional Government assistance, as well as
plans developed by each of these companies to
restructure, to modernize, and to make them-
selves more competitive. Our evaluation is now
complete. But before I lay out what needs to be
done going forward, I want to say a few words
about where we are and what led us to this
point.

It will come as no surprise that some Ameri-
cans who have suffered most during this reces-

sion have been those in the auto industry and
those working for companies that support it.
Over the past year, our auto industry has shed
over 400,000 jobs, not only at plants that pro-
duce cars, but at the businesses that produce
the parts that go into them and the dealers that
sell and repair them. More than 1 in 10 Michi-
gan residents is out of work, the most of any
State. And towns and cities across the great
Midwest have watched unemployment climb
higher than it’s been in decades.

The pain being felt in places that rely on our
auto industry is not the fault of our workers;
they labor tirelessly and desperately want to see
their companies succeed. It’s not the fault of all
the families and communities that supported
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manufacturing plants throughout the genera-
tions. Rather, it’s a failure of leadership—from
Washington to Detroit—that led our auto
companies to this point.

Year after year, decade after decade, we’ve
seen problems papered over and tough choic-
es kicked down the road, even as foreign com-
petitors outpaced us. Well, we’ve reached the
end of that road. And we as a nation cannot af-
ford to shirk responsibility any longer. Now is
the time to confront our problems head on
and do what’s necessary to solve them.

We cannot, and must not, and we will not
let our auto industry simply vanish. This indus-
try is like no other; it’s an emblem of the
American spirit, a once and future symbol of
America’s success. It’s what helped build the
middle class and sustained it throughout the
20th century. It’s a source of deep pride for
the generations of American workers whose
hard work and imagination led to some of the
finest cars the world has ever known. It’s a pil-
lar of our economy that has held up the
dreams of millions of our people. And we can-
not continue to excuse poor decisions. We
cannot make the survival of our auto industry
dependent on an unending flow of taxpayer
dollars. These companies and this industry
must ultimately stand on their own, not as
wards of the State.

And that’s why the Federal Government
provided General Motors and Chrysler with
emergency loans to prevent their sudden col-
lapse at the end of last year, only on the condi-
tion that they would develop plans to restruc-
ture. In keeping with that agreement, each
company has submitted a plan to restructure.
But after careful analysis, we’ve determined
that neither goes far enough to warrant the
substantial new investments that these compa-
nies are requesting.

And so today I’m announcing that my ad-
ministration will offer GM and Chrysler a lim-
ited additional period of time to work with
creditors, unions, and other stakeholders to
fundamentally restructure in a way that would
justify an investment of additional taxpayer
dollars. During this period they must produce
plans that would give the American people

confidence in their long-term prospects for
success.

Now, what we’re asking for is difficult. It
will require hard choices by companies. It will
require unions and workers who have already
made extraordinarily painful concessions to do
more. It’ll require creditors to recognize that
they can’t hold out for the prospect of endless
Government bailouts. It’ll have to—it will re-
quire efforts from a whole host of other stake-
holders, including dealers and suppliers. Only
then can we ask American taxpayers who have
already put up so much of their hard-earned
money to once more invest in a revitalized au-
to industry.

But I’m confident that if each are willing to
do their part, if all of us are doing our part,
then this restructuring, as painful as it will be
in the short term, will mark not an end, but a
new beginning for a great American industry,
an auto industry that is once more out-com-
peting the world, a 21st century auto industry
that is creating new jobs, unleashing new pros-
perity, and manufacturing the fuel-efficient
cars and trucks that will carry us towards an
energy-independent future. I am absolutely
committed to working with Congress and the
auto companies to meet one goal: The United
States of America will lead the world in build-
ing the next generation of clean cars.

And no one can deny that our auto industry
has made meaningful progress in recent years,
and this doesn’t get talked about often enough.
Some of the cars made by American workers
right now are outperforming the best cars
made abroad. In 2008, the North American
car of the year was a GM. This year Buick tied
for first place as the most reliable car in the
world. Our companies are investing in break-
through technologies that hold the promise of
new vehicles that will help America end its ad-
diction to foreign oil.

But our auto industry is not moving in the
right direction fast enough to succeed in a very
tough environment. So let me discuss what
measures need to be taken by each of the auto
companies requesting taxpayer assistance, and
I’ll start with General Motors.

GM has made a good-faith effort to
restructure over the past several months, but
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the plan that they’ve put forward is, in its
current form, not strong enough. However,
after broad consultation with a range of industry
experts and financial advisers, I’m absolutely
confident that GM can rise again, providing that
it undergoes a fundamental restructuring. As an
initial step, GM is announcing today that Rick
Wagoner is stepping aside as chairman and
CEO. This is not meant as a condemnation of
Mr. Wagoner, who’s devoted his life to this
company and has had a distinguished career;
rather, it’s a recognition that it will take new
vision and new direction to create the GM of
the future.

In this context, my administration will offer
General Motors adequate working capital over
the next 60 days. And during this time, my team
will be working closely with GM to produce a
better business plan. They must ask themselves:
Have they consolidated enough unprofitable
brands? Have they cleaned up their balance
sheets, or are they still saddled with so much
debt that they can’t make future investments?
Above all, have they created a credible model
for how not only to survive, but to succeed in
this competitive global market?

Let me be clear: The United States Govern-
ment has no interest in running GM; we have
no intention of running GM. What we are inter-
ested in is giving GM an opportunity to finally
make those much-needed changes that will let
them emerge from this crisis a stronger and
more competitive company.

The situation at Chrysler is more challenging.
It’s with deep reluctance but also a clear-eyed
recognition of the facts that we’ve determined,
after careful review, that Chrysler needs a part-
ner to remain viable. Recently, Chrysler
reached out and found what could be a poten-
tial partner, the international car company Fiat,
where the current management team has exe-
cuted an impressive turnaround. Fiat is pre-
pared to transfer its cutting-edge technology to
Chrysler and, after working closely with my
team, has committed to building new fuel-effi-
cient cars and engines right here in the United
States. We’ve also secured an agreement that
will ensure that Chrysler repays taxpayers for
any new investments that are made before Fiat

is allowed to take a majority ownership stake in
Chrysler.

Still, such a deal would require an additional
investment of taxpayer dollars, and there are a
number of hurdles that must be overcome to
make it work. I’m committed to doing all I can
to see if a deal can be struck in a way that up-
holds the interests of American taxpayers. And
that’s why we’ll give Chrysler and Fiat 30 days
to overcome these hurdles and reach a final
agreement, and we will provide Chrysler with
adequate capital to continue operating during
that time. If they are able to come to a sound
agreement that protects American taxpayers,
we will consider lending up to $6 billion to help
their plan succeed. But if they and their stake-
holders are unable to reach such an agreement,
and in the absence of any other viable partner-
ship, we will not be able to justify investing ad-
ditional tax dollars to keep Chrysler in business.

Now, while Chrysler and GM are very differ-
ent companies with very different paths for-
ward, both need a fresh start to implement the
restructuring plan they develop. That may
mean using our bankruptcy code as a mecha-
nism to help them restructure quickly and
emerge stronger. Now, I want everybody to be
clear about this. I know that when people hear
the word “bankruptcy” it can be unsettling, so
let me explain exactly what I mean. What I’m
talking about is using our existing legal struc-
ture as a tool that, with the backing of the U.S.
Government, can make it easier for General
Motors and Chrysler to quickly clear away old
debts that are weighing them down so that they
can get back on their feet and onto a path to
success, a tool that we can use even as workers
staying on the job building cars that are being
sold.

What I’m not talking about is a process
where a company is simply broken up, sold off,
and no longer exists; we’re not talking about
that. And what I’m not talking about is a compa-
ny that’s stuck in court for years, unable to get
out.

So it’s my hope that the steps I’m announcing
today will have a salutary effect, will go a long
way forward towards answering many of the
questions that people have about the future of
GM and Chrysler. But just in case there’s still
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nagging doubts, let me say it as plainly as I can:
If you buy a car from Chrysler or General
Motors, you will be able to get your car
serviced and repaired, just like always. Your
warranty will be safe. In fact, it will be safer
than it’s ever been, because starting today, the
United States Government will stand behind
your warranty.

But we must also recognize that the difficul-
ties facing this industry are due in no small
part to the weaknesses in our economy as a
whole. And therefore, to support demand for
auto sales during this period, I’m directing my
team to take several steps.

First, we will ensure that Recovery Act
funds to purchase Government cars get out as
quickly as possible and work through the bud-
get process to accelerate other Federal fleet
purchases as well.

Second, we’ll accelerate our efforts through
the Treasury Department’s Consumer and
Business Lending Initiative. And we are work-
ing intensively with the auto finance compa-
nies to increase the flow of credit to both con-
sumers and dealers.

Third, the IRS is launching a campaign to
alert consumers of a new tax benefit for auto
purchases made between February 16th and
the end of this year. If you buy a car anytime
this year, you may be able to deduct the cost of
any sales and excise taxes. And this provision
could save families hundreds of dollars and
lead to as many as 100,000 new car sales.

Finally, several Members of Congress have
proposed an even more ambitious incentive
program to increase car sales while moderniz-
ing our auto fleet. And such fleet moderniza-
tion programs, which provide a generous cred-
it to consumers who turn in old, less fuel-effi-
cient cars and purchase cleaner cars, have
been successful in boosting auto sales in a
number of European countries. I want to work
with Congress to identify parts of the Recov-
ery Act that could be trimmed to fund such a
program and make it retroactive starting to-
day.

Now, let there be no doubt, it will take an
unprecedented effort on all our parts—from
the Halls of Congress to the boardroom, from
the union hall to the factory floor—to see the

auto industry through these difficult times.
And I want every American to know that the
path I’m laying out today is our best chance to
make sure that the cars of the future are built
where they’ve always been built—in Detroit
and across the Midwest—to make America’s
auto industry in the 21st century what it was in
the 20th century, unsurpassed around the
world. The path has been chosen after consult-
ing with other governments that are facing this
crisis. We’ve worked closely with the Govern-
ment of Canada on GM and Chrysler, as both
those companies have extensive operations
there. The Canadian Government has indicat-
ed its support for our approach and will be an-
nouncing their specific commitments later to-
day.

While the steps I’m taking will have an im-
pact on all Americans, some of our fellow citi-
zens will be affected more than others. So I’d
like to speak directly to all those men and
women who work in the auto industry or live
in countless communities that depend on it.
Many of you have been going through tough
times for longer than you care to remember.
And I won’t pretend that the tough times are
over. I can’t promise you there isn’t more diffi-
culty to come.

But what I can promise you is this: I will
fight for you. You’re the reason I’m here today.
I got my start fighting for working families in
the shadows of a shuttered steel plant. I wake
up every single day asking myself what can I
do to give you and working people all across
this country a fair shot at the American
Dream.

When a community is struck by a natural di-
saster, the Nation responds to put it back on
its feet. While the storm that has hit our auto
towns is not a tornado or a hurricane, the dam-
age is clear, and we must likewise respond.
And that’s why today I’m designating a new
Director of Recovery for Auto Communities
and Workers to cut through the redtape and
ensure that the full resources of our Federal
Government are leveraged to assist the work-
ers, communities, and regions that rely on our
auto industry. Edward Montgomery, a former
Deputy Labor Secretary, has agreed to serve
in this role.
376



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Mar. 30
And together with Labor Secretary Solis and
my Auto Task Force, Ed will help provide sup-
port to auto workers and their families, and
open up opportunity to manufacturing commu-
nities in Michigan and Ohio and Indiana and
every other State that relies on the auto indus-
try.

They will have a strong advocate in Ed. He
will direct a comprehensive effort that will help
lift up the hardest hit areas by using the unprec-
edented levels of funding available in our Re-
covery Act and throughout our Government to
create new manufacturing jobs and new busi-
nesses where they’re needed most in your com-
munities. And he will also lead an effort to iden-
tify new initiatives we may need to help support
your communities going forward.

These efforts, as essential as they are, are not
going to make everything better overnight.
There are jobs that won’t be saved; there are
plants that may not reopen. There’s little I can
say that can subdue the anger or ease the frus-
tration of all whose livelihoods hang in the bal-
ance because of failures that weren’t theirs.

But there’s something I want everybody to
remember: Remember that it is precisely in
times like these, in moments of trial and mo-
ments of hardship, that Americans rediscover

the ingenuity and resilience that makes us who
we are; that made the auto industry what it once
was and what it will be again; that sent those
first mass-produced cars rolling off the assem-
bly lines; that built an arsenal of democracy that
propelled America to victory in the Second
World War; and that powered our economic
prowess in the first American century.

Because I know that if we can tap into that
same ingenuity and resilience right now, if we
can carry one another through this difficult time
and do what must be done, then we will look
back and say that this was the moment when
the American auto industry shed its old ways,
marched into the future, remade itself, and
once more became an engine of opportunity
and prosperity not only in Detroit, not only in
our Midwest, but all across America.

I’m confident we can make that happen, but
we’ve got a lot of work to do. Thank you. Thank
you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Edward B. Montgomery,
dean, College of Behavioral and Social Scienc-
es, University of Maryland.

Remarks on Signing the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009
March 30, 2009

Well, thank you so much, Ken, for that ex-
traordinary introduction and for the work that
you and your team are undertaking at the De-
partment of the Interior. We’re going to add a
little bit to your plate today as a consequence of
this extraordinary piece of legislation.

I want to thank all the Members of the Legis-
lature who helped to craft this. Many of them
are on the stage here today. Obviously, I’ve got
to single out the Speaker of the House, Nancy
Pelosi, for her extraordinary leadership, but also
our leader in the Senate, Harry Reid, who
worked so diligently on this bill and made sure
that it got done. And so please give all of these
legislators a big round of applause. 

If you’ll indulge me, there are just a couple
other people I want to acknowledge: Nancy
Sutley, who is the Chair of our Council on Envi-

ronmental Quality, who is here. Where’s Nan-
cy? There she is, right in front. Jane Lubchen-
co, who is the Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—please, Jane. A couple of great friends
from Indian nation: President Joe Shirley of
Navajo Nation, who is here—go ahead, Joe,
stand up; and Tribal Chairman Robert Bear, of
the Duck Valley Shoshone-Paiute Tribes.
Thank you so much. 

It is fitting that we meet on a day like this.
Winter’s hardships are slowly giving way to
spring and our thoughts naturally tend to turn
to the outdoors. We emerge from the shelter of-
fered by home and work and we look around,
and we’re reminded that the most valuable
things in this life are those things that we al-
ready possess.
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As Americans, we possess few blessings
greater than the vast and varied landscapes
that stretch the breadth of our continent. Our
lands have always provided great bounty: food
and shelter for the first Americans—for set-
tlers and pioneers, the raw materials that grew
our industry, the energy that powers our econ-
omy. 

What these gifts require in return is our
wise and responsible stewardship. As our
greatest conservationist President, Teddy
Roosevelt, put it almost a century ago, “I rec-
ognize the right and duty of this generation to
develop and use the natural resources of our
land; but I do not recognize the right to waste
them, or to rob, by wasteful use, the genera-
tions that come after us.” That’s the spirit be-
hind the bipartisan legislation I’m signing to-
day, legislation among the most important in
decades to protect, preserve, and pass down
our Nation’s most treasured landscapes to fu-
ture generations.

Many Senators and Congressmen here de-
serve enormous credit for making this bill pos-
sible. I’m grateful to all their hard work. As I
mentioned before, Harry Reid made this a top
priority. He made sure this was the first bill
the Senate passed this year. This day would
not be possible without his tireless dedication
to protecting our treasured lands.

This legislation—just to give you a sense of
the scope—this legislation guarantees that we
will not take our forests, rivers, oceans, nation-
al parks, monuments, and wilderness areas for
granted; but rather we will set them aside and
guard their sanctity for everyone to share.
That’s something all Americans can support.
And that’s why so much of this legislation,
some of it decades in the making, has the
backing of Americans from every walk of life
and corner of this country. Ranchers and fish-
ermen, small-business owners, environmental-
ists, conservative Republicans and liberal
Democrats on the local, State, and Federal
levels, all united around the idea that there
should be places that we must preserve; all do-
ing the hard work of seeking common ground
to protect the parks and other places that we
cherish.

We’re talking about places like Colorado,
where this bill will realize a vision 35 years in
the making by protecting the wild back coun-
try of Rocky Mountain National Park, which
attracts 3 million visitors a year. Folks in com-
munities around this park know they don’t
have to choose between economic and envi-
ronmental concerns; the tourism that drives
their local economy depends on good steward-
ship of their local environment. And year after
year, these communities have worked together
with Members of Congress in an attempt to
ensure that Rocky Mountain National Park
will forever remain as breathtaking as it is to-
day.

And that is what this bill does from coast to
coast. It protects treasured places from the
Appalachians of Virginia and West Virginia to
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula; from the can-
yons of Idaho to the sandstone cliffs of Utah;
from the Sierra Nevadas in California to the
Badlands of Oregon. 

It designates more than 2 million acres
across nine States as wilderness, almost as
much as was designated over the past 8 years
combined. It creates thousands of miles of
new scenic, historic, and recreational trails,
cares for our historic battlefields, strengthens
our National Park System. It safeguards more
than 1,000 miles of our rivers, protects water-
sheds and cleans up polluted groundwater, de-
fends our oceans and Great Lakes, and will re-
vitalize our fisheries, returning fish to rivers
that have not seen them in decades.

And it wisely faces our future challenges
with regard to water. This bill assesses how
growth and climate change will affect our ac-
cess to water resources, especially in the West
and Southwest, and it includes solutions to
complex and long-simmering water disputes.
It’s hard to overstate the real and measurable
impact this will have on people’s lives, people
like Frank Chee Willetto, a Navajo code talker
in World War II, who’s joined us today. And
because of this legislation, Frank, along with
80,000 others in the Navajo Nation, will have
access to clean running water for the very first
time. That’s something worth applauding. [Ap-
plause] Thank you for your service.
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When coupled with the Recovery Act, which
makes an historic $3 billion investment creating
jobs that will restore and protect our landscapes
and our ecosystems, preserve our national mon-
uments, retrofit our facilities for energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy—taken together,
today’s legislation takes another step toward ful-
filling Teddy Roosevelt’s vision for this land that
we love. It’s a vision that sees America’s great
wilderness as a place where what was, and what
is, and what will be—all are the same; a place
where memories are lived and relived; a place
where Americans both young and young at
heart can freely experience the spirit of adven-
ture that has always been at the heart of the
rugged character of America.

Now, the legislation I’m signing today also
makes progress on another front for which
many Americans have long waited. The Christo-
pher and Dana Reeve’s Paralysis Act is the first
piece of comprehensive legislation specifically
aimed at addressing the challenges faced by
Americans living with paralysis. Many folks and
organizations from across the disability commu-
nity worked hard to get this bill passed, and we
are grateful to each of you for bringing us that
much closer to providing all Americans with
disabilities a full, fair, and equal opportunity to
achieve the American Dream.

This act creates new coordinated research
activities through the National Institutes of
Health that will connect the best minds and
best practices from the best labs in the country,
and focus their endeavors through collaborative
scientific research into the cure for paralysis,
saving effort, money, and most importantly,
time. It promotes enhanced rehabilitation ser-

vices for paralyzed Americans, helping develop
better equipment and technology that will allow
them to live full and independent lives free
from unnecessary barriers. And it will work to
improve the quality of life for all those who live
with paralysis, no matter what the cause.

That’s the mission of the Christopher and
Dana Reeve Foundation. In the lobby of their
facility in New Jersey sits Christopher’s empty
wheelchair. And his son, Matthew Reeve, was
once asked if the sight of it ever saddened him,
and he replied no. He said, “Empty chairs, that
was Dad’s goal,” he said. “We hope there will be
many more of them.” Matthew is here with us
today. And the legislation I’m about to sign
makes solid progress toward the realization of
that hope and the promise of a brighter future.

All in all, this legislation is that rare end prod-
uct of what happens when Americans of all par-
ties and places come together in common pur-
pose to consider something more than the poli-
tics of the moment. It’s the very idea at the
heart of this country: that each generation has a
responsibility to secure this Nation’s promise
for the next. And by signing this bill into law,
that’s what we’re doing today.

So—is Matthew here, by the way? Matthew,
come on up. He looks like his dad, doesn’t he?
Thank you. All right. Let’s sign this bill. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of the Interior Ken-
neth L. Salazar, who introduced the President.
H.R. 146, approved March 30, was assigned
Public Law No. 111–11.

Statement on Signing the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009
March 30, 2009

Today I have signed into law H.R. 146, the
“Omnibus Public Land Management Act of
2009.” This landmark bill will protect millions
of acres of Federal land as wilderness, protect
more than 1,000 miles of rivers through the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic River System, and desig-
nate thousands of miles of trails for the National
Trails System. It also will authorize the 26 mil-

lion-acre National Landscape Conservation Sys-
tem within the Department of the Interior. 

Among other provisions, H.R. 146 designates
three new units in our National Park System,
enlarges the boundaries of several existing
parks, and designates a number of National
Heritage Areas. It creates a new national monu-
ment—the Prehistoric Trackways National
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Monument—and four new national conserva-
tion areas, and establishes the Wyoming
Range Withdrawal Area. It establishes a col-
laborative landscape-scale restoration program
with a goal of reducing the risk of wildfire and
authorizes programs to study and research the
effects of climate change on natural resources
and other research-related activities. 

Treasured places from coast to coast will
benefit from H.R. 146, including Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore in Michigan;
Monongahela National Forest in West Virgin-
ia; Oregon’s Mount Hood; Idaho’s Owyhee
Canyons; the Rocky Mountain National Park
in Colorado; Zion National Park in Utah; re-
markable landscapes in the Sierra Nevada
Mountains of California; and wilderness-quali-
ty National Forest lands in Virginia and public
lands in New Mexico. 

This bipartisan bill has been many years in
the making, and is one of the most important
pieces of natural resource legislation in de-
cades. This legislation also makes progress for
which millions of Americans have long waited
on another front. The Christopher and Dana
Reeve Paralysis Act is the first piece of com-
prehensive legislation aimed at improving the
lives of Americans living with paralysis. It cre-
ates new coordinated research activities
through the National Institutes of Health that
will connect the best minds and best practices
from the best labs across the country, and fo-
cus their efforts through collaborative scientif-

ic research into a cure for paralysis, saving ef-
fort, money, and, most importantly, time. It
will promote enhanced rehabilitation services
for paralyzed Americans, helping develop bet-
ter equipment and technology that allows
them to live full and independent lives free
from unnecessary barriers. This legislation will
work to improve the quality of life for all those
who live with paralysis, no matter the cause. 

Section 8203 of the Act provides that the
Secretary of the Interior shall appoint certain
members of the Erie Canalway National Heri-
tage Corridor Commission “based on recom-
mendations from each member of the House
of Representatives, the district of which en-
compasses the Corridor.” Because it would be
an impermissible restriction on the appoint-
ment power to condition the Secretary’s ap-
pointments on the recommendations of mem-
bers of the House, I will construe these provi-
sions to require the Secretary to consider such
congressional recommendations, but not to be
bound by them in making appointments to the
Commission. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 30, 2009.

NOTE: H.R. 146, approved March 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–11.

Remarks Following a Meeting With United States Special Envoy to Sudan
Major General J. Scott Gration
March 30, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Obviously
on a busy news day, I wanted us to make sure
that we weren’t losing sight of something that
has been an ongoing international crisis, and
that is the situation in Darfur.

As many of you know, there has been a
longstanding humanitarian crisis there,
prompted by displacement and genocide that
has been taking place. There have been a se-
ries of negotiations around resolving this crisis

in Sudan. It has not gotten resolved, and it is
now worsening.

And so I wanted to publicly affirm the im-
portance of General Scott Gration, who has
been appointed as Special Envoy to Sudan, to
work on a whole host of issues that I think are
of importance to the international community
and should touch the conscience of all of us.

General Gration is one of my top national
security advisers. He’s somebody who I’ve
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known for a long time. We’ve traveled together
in Africa. He was a close associate during the
campaign. And so I can’t think of somebody
who is better equipped to travel to Africa, the
continent where he grew up, and communicate
to Sudan a couple of important points. Number
one, we have an immediate crisis prompted by
the Khartoum Government’s expulsion of
nongovernmental organizations that are
providing aid to displaced persons inside of
Sudan. And we have to figure out a mechanism
to get those NGOs back in place, to reverse that
decision, or to find some mechanism whereby
we avert a enormous humanitarian crisis.

Even as we’re dealing with that immediate is-
sue, we can’t take our eyes off the longstanding
conflicts in Sudan that have resulted in all these
persons being displaced. And that means that
General Gration’s task is going to be to see if we
can reinvigorate the north-south agreement,
make sure that it is implemented in an effective
way, and that we are also exploring a mecha-
nism whereby we can get talks between rebels
and the Khartoum Government that could help,
once and for all, resolve the Darfur situation.

This is going to be a very difficult task; it will
be a time-consuming task. We don’t expect any

solutions overnight to the longstanding prob-
lems there. Fortunately, what’s happened in
Darfur has touched so many people around the
world, and we have seen such an extraordinary
mobilization of advocates, many of who are sit-
ting at this table—we’ve got bipartisan interest
on the part of Members of Congress around
this issue—that I actually think that America
can speak effectively with one voice and bring
the moral and other elements of our stature to
bear in trying to deal with this situation.

And I can’t think of a person who’s better
than Scott Gration to represent us in this criti-
cal task, and I am sending him off with my full
confidence. He will be speaking for the admin-
istration, and he will be coming back to report
to me very shortly about what he’s found there
and additional steps that we can take to deal
with this situation.

So, thank you, Scott, for the great work.
Maj. Gen. Gration. Thank you, sir.
The President. Good. All right, everybody.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring Representative David R. Obey
March 30, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Well, I
wanted to come by—and don’t worry, I’m not
singing. [Laughter] That’s a pretty funny one,
isn’t it? [Laughter]

Audience member. The harmonica!
The President. I’m not playing the harmoni-

ca, either. [Laughter]
Audience member. Bowling!
The President. I’m not bowling. [Laughter]
I am here to do one, simple thing, and that is

to publicly thank David Obey for his extraordi-
nary service to our country. He has been there
through thick and through thin, in the majority
and the minority. He has consistently held to
his values. He has been a passionate advocate
for working men and women and making sure
that everybody has got a fair shot in our society.

He has been guided by his conscience. He
has been directed by a fierce intelligence and
great courage. And so, you know, many of us
have him to thank for the path that he has creat-
ed as we entered into politics. Because of him,
this is a better place, this country of ours. And
he is continuing to do outstanding work each
and every day, including partnering with me to
help get a whole bunch of stuff done that needs
to get done on behalf of the American people.

So, David, thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. at the
Washington Court Hotel. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.
381



Mar. 31 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Statement Commemorating the Birthday of Cesar Chavez
March 31, 2009

Today, on what would have been his 82d
birthday, Cesar Chavez’s legacy as an educa-
tor, environmentalist, and as a civil rights lead-
er who struggled for fair treatment and fair
wages for America’s workers is important for
every American to remember.

Having begun as a farm worker, Cesar
Chavez eventually cofounded the United
Farm Workers and struggled to provide hun-
dreds of thousands of people with better work-
ing conditions and the chance to live a better
life. The cause of fair treatment and fair wages

for America’s workers lives on today through
the work of countless others.

Chavez’s rallying cry, “Si se puede”—“Yes
we can,” was more than a slogan, it was an ex-
pression of hope and a rejection of those who
said farm workers could not organize and
could not take on the growers. Through his
courage, Cesar Chavez taught us that a single
voice could change our country, and that to-
gether, we could make America a stronger,
more just, and more prosperous nation.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Promote
Voluntarism
March 31, 2009

I congratulate the House on passing the bi-
partisan “Edward M. Kennedy Serve America
Act.” This is legislation that will usher in a new
era of service in America, and I look forward
to signing it into law when I return to Wash-
ington.

Because of this legislation, millions of
Americans at all stages of their lives will have
new opportunities to serve their country: from
improving service learning in schools to creat-
ing an army of 250,000 Corps members a year
dedicated to addressing our Nation’s toughest
problems; from connecting working Ameri-
cans to a variety of part-time service opportu-
nities to better utilizing the skills and experi-

ence of our retirees and baby boomers. This
legislation will help tap the genius of our faith-
based and community organizations, and it will
find the most innovative ideas for addressing
our common challenges and helping those
ideas grow.

But while our Government can provide ev-
ery opportunity imaginable for us to serve our
communities, now it is up to each of us to seize
those opportunities. I call on all Americans to
stand up and do what they can to serve their
communities, shape our history, and enrich
both their own lives and the lives of others
across this country.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Gordon Brown of
the Untied Kingdom in London, England
April 1, 2009

Prime Minister Brown. The whole of the
United Kingdom welcomes President Obama
and the First Lady on your first official visit to
our country. President Obama, you have given
renewed hope not only to the citizens of the
United States of America, but to all citizens in
all part of the world. And I want to thank you

for your leadership, your vision, and your
courage, which you’ve already shown in your
Presidency, and congratulate you on the dyna-
mism, the energy, and indeed, the achieve-
ments that you have been responsible for. 

Your first 70 days in office have changed
America, and you’ve changed America’s
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relationship with the world. So I thank you for
coming to our country, and I hope you will
enjoy your visit with us. 

Today we are renewing our special relation-
ship for new times. Ours is not an alliance of
convenience, it is a partnership of purpose. It’s
a partnership that at times of challenge is resil-
ient and at times of change is constant. 

President Obama and I are agreed about the
significance of this week’s G–20 meeting, that
the world is coming together to act in the face
of unprecedented global financial times. Our
first duty is to those who are suffering most, the
people anxious about their mortgages, their
jobs, and their family’s future. For them, the
pain of recession is all too real. But let us not
forget that in 1929, when the Wall Street crash
happened and led to recession, it was not until
1945 that the world came together to reshape
the world economy. Then it took more than 15
years. 

Today, within months of this financial crisis,
we are coming together to solve the common
problems we face, we are cooperating to short-
en the recession, and we are working together
to protect and save jobs. The truth is that to-
day’s global problems require global solutions.
And at this week’s summit, when leaders repre-
senting 85 percent of the world’s economy are
gathering together, this summit cannot simply
agree to the lowest common denominator. We
must stand united in our determination to do
whatever is necessary.

This is an unprecedented financial crisis.
People have lost their homes, their jobs, and in
some cases, their hope. And President Obama
and I are agreed today that the actions we take
are global solutions requiring for global prob-
lems.

There are really five tests for the G–20 sum-
mit, five tests for the world, tests that if met will
create a new consensus for the world. The
speed and scale of global economic change has
overwhelmed the national systems of rules and
regulations. So our first test is to agree tougher
and more transparent supervision of banks,
hedge funds, and what is known as the global
shadow banking system. We are both agreed
there will be no sustainable recovery until the
banks are cleaned up and a new regulatory sys-

tem is put in place. The second test is to com-
mit to taking the action necessary to bring about
a resumption of growth, push back against the
global recession, and support families and busi-
nesses. The third test is to ensure, by interna-
tional economic cooperation and by strengthen-
ing our international economic institutions, we
support growth in emerging markets and devel-
oping countries. The fourth test is to reject pro-
tectionism and kick-start global trade, and I
suggest that an absolute minimum of $100 bil-
lion of trade finance that is so desperately need-
ed. Fifth, we have an obligation to help the
poorest, those most vulnerable, but least able to
respond to the crisis, by meeting our Millenni-
um Development Goals and keeping our pledg-
es on aid.

Both the United Kingdom and the United
States are also embarked on a transition to be-
coming low-carbon economies, because the
President and I share the conviction that green
energy technologies will be the major driver of
our future economic growth, and we can create
millions of green-collar jobs in the world for the
future.

Now, we have some tough negotiations
ahead. It will not be easy. But I know from my
talks this week and from my discussions with
President Obama today, that the world does
want to come together, that Britain and Ameri-
ca working together can help make this consen-
sus not just something that is agreed on paper,
but which truly delivers for people everywhere
who are worried about their jobs and their
hopes and their family budgets.

Today we, the G–20 leaders, will begin our
discussions. Tomorrow we must make deci-
sions. And that is what we will do.

We’ve also discussed how we rebuild Afghan-
istan by complementing our military action with
defense, diplomacy, and development, putting
new resources into civilian support for the Af-
ghan reconstruction. The President and I also
discussed our hopes that Iran will make the
right choice and take advantage of the interna-
tional community’s willingness to negotiate and
how we will renew our efforts to deliver security
and peace for both the Palestinians and Israel.

Mr. President, I’m honored to be working
with you so closely. We share a personal
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friendship. I believe we can continue to work
together for the common good. I repeat: The
whole of the United Kingdom is delighted and
privileged that you’re with us today. Thank
you.

President Obama. Thank you so much, Gor-
don.

Good morning. I am very pleased to be in
London, especially with weather of the sort
we’re seeing today. And I want to thank Prime
Minister Brown for hosting us, for his wife tak-
ing Michelle on a tour of some wonderful proj-
ects around the city, for his leadership
throughout this challenge. I have to say, it’s
not just Gordon and Sarah that have been very
hospitable, I had a chance to see their two
sons, and we talked about dinosaurs a little bit
in between discussions of Afghanistan and
Iran. [Laughter] So we’ve had a wonderful
time. 

And you’re to be congratulated because you
have shown extraordinary energy and leader-
ship and initiative in laying the groundwork for
this summit. All of us owe Prime Minister
Brown an extraordinary debt of gratitude for
his preparations in what I believe will be a his-
toric and essential meeting of the G–20 na-
tions.

Prime Minister Brown and I had a produc-
tive discussion this morning. Both of us greatly
value the special relationship between our na-
tions. The United States and the United King-
dom have stood together through thick and
thin, through war and peace, through hard
times and prosperity, and we’ve always
emerged stronger by standing together. So I’m
pleased that my first meeting overseas as Pres-
ident is with Gordon Brown, just as I was
pleased to host him in Washington shortly af-
ter taking office. And I know that we both be-
lieve that the relationship between our two
countries is more than just an alliance of inter-
ests; it’s a kinship of ideals, and it must be con-
stantly renewed.

In our meeting this morning we covered a
complex and wide-ranging agenda. It begins,
of course, with the global economy. All of us
here in London have the responsibility to act
with a sense of urgency, and I think that what
Prime Minister Brown spoke about, the hu-

man dimensions of this crisis—people losing
their homes, losing their businesses that
they’ve worked so hard for, losing their health
care in the United States, people around the
world who were already desperate before the
crisis and may find themselves even more des-
perate afterwards—that’s what our agenda has
to begin with, and that’s where it will end.

All of us here in London have the responsi-
bility to act with a sense of urgency, and every
nation that will be participating has been af-
fected by a crisis that has cost us so much in
terms of jobs, savings, and the economic secu-
rity of our citizens. So make no mistake, we are
facing the most severe economic crisis since
World War II, and the global economy is now
so fundamentally interconnected that we can
only meet this challenge together. We can’t
create jobs at home if we’re not doing our part
to support strong and stable markets around
the world.

The United States is committed, working
alongside the United Kingdom, to doing what-
ever it takes to stimulate growth and demand
and to ensure that a crisis like this never hap-
pens again. At home, we’re moving forward
aggressively on both recovery and reform.
We’ve taken unprecedented action to create
jobs and restore the flow of credit. And we’ve
proposed a clear set of tough, new 21st centu-
ry rules of the road for all of our financial insti-
tutions. We are lifting ourselves out of this cri-
sis and putting an end to the abuses that got us
here.

I know that the G–20 nations are appropri-
ately pursuing their own approaches, and as
Gordon indicated, we’re not going to agree on
every point. I came here to put forward our
ideas, but I also came here to listen, not to lec-
ture. Having said that, we must not miss an op-
portunity to lead. To confront a crisis that
knows no borders, we have a responsibility to
coordinate our actions and to focus on com-
mon ground, not on our occasional differenc-
es. If we do, I believe we can make enormous
progress. And that’s why, in preparation for
these meetings, I’ve reached out and consult-
ed with many of the leaders who are here or
will be arriving shortly.
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History shows us that when nations fail to co-
operate, when they turn away from one anoth-
er, when they turn inward, the price for our
people only grows. That’s how the Great De-
pression deepened. That’s a mistake that we
cannot afford to repeat.

So in the days ahead, I believe we will move
forward with a sense of common purpose. We
have to do what’s necessary to restore growth
and to pursue the reforms that can stabilize our
financial system well into the future. We have
to reject protectionism and accelerate our ef-
forts to support emerging markets. And we have
to put in place a structure that can sustain our
cooperation in the months and years ahead.

The Prime Minister and I also covered sever-
al other areas of challenge that are fundamental
to our common security and prosperity. As he
mentioned, we discussed my administration’s
review of strategy in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
a review that benefited greatly from the consul-
tations with our allies. 

The city of London, like the United States,
was attacked by the Al Qaida terrorists who are
still plotting in Pakistan, and we are committed
to a focused effort to defeat them. And I want
to repeat something that I said during our last
visit together: I want to honor the British
troops, and their families, who are serving
alongside our own on behalf of our common se-
curity.

We also discussed the progress that was
made yesterday at The Hague, where more
than 70 nations gathered to discuss our mutual
responsibilities to partner with the Afghan peo-
ple so that we can deny Al Qaida a safe haven.
And in the days ahead, we’ll consult further
with our NATO allies about training Afghan se-
curity forces, increasing our civilian support,
and a regional approach that recognizes the
connection between the future of Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

And just a few other points, the Prime Minis-
ter and I share a common commitment to sus-
tain diplomacy on behalf of a secure and lasting
peace between Israel and the Palestinians, and
Israel and the Arab world. And we’re working
together to responsibly end the war in Iraq by
transitioning to Iraqi responsibility. We’re both
committed to diplomacy with Iran that offers

the Islamic Republic the opportunity of a better
future if it abandons its nuclear weapons ambi-
tions. 

And finally, we discussed two of the other
long-term challenges that will define our times,
which I will be focused on throughout my trip
in Europe, the need for global action to con-
front climate change and a renewed effort on
behalf of nuclear nonproliferation, which I will
be discussing later today with President Medve-
dev.

Our immediate task, however, is the critical
work of confronting the economic crisis. As I’ve
said, we’ve passed through an era of profound
irresponsibility; now we cannot afford half-mea-
sures, and we cannot go back to the kind of risk-
taking that leads to bubbles that inevitably bust.

So we have a choice. We can shape our fu-
ture, or let events shape it for us. And if we
want to succeed, we can’t fall back on the stale
debates and old divides that won’t move us for-
ward. Every single nation who’s here has a stake
in the other. We won’t solve all our problems in
the next few days, but we can make real and un-
precedented progress. We have an obligation to
keep it—keep working at it until the burden on
ordinary people is lifted, until we’ve achieved
the kind of steady growth that creates jobs and
advances prosperity for people everywhere.
That’s the responsibility we bear; that must be
the legacy of our cooperation. And I’m extraor-
dinarily grateful to Gordon for his friendship
and his leadership in mobilizing at a time of
such significant moment. 

Prime Minister Brown. Thank you very
much. I said to Barack I was going to introduce
him to my friends in the British media.

Nick.

Global Economic Situation

Q. Prime Minister, thank you very much in-
deed. Nick Robinson, BBC News. A question
for you both, if I may. The Prime Minister has
repeatedly blamed the United States of Ameri-
ca for causing this crisis. France and Germany
blame both Britain and America for causing this
crisis. Who is right? And isn’t the debate about
that at the heart of the debate about what to do
now?
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President Obama. I would say that if you
look at the sources of this crisis, the United
States certainly has some accounting to do
with respect to a regulatory system that was in-
adequate to the massive changes that had tak-
en place in the global financial system. 

I think what is also true is that here in Great
Britain, in continental Europe, around the
world, we were seeing the same mismatch be-
tween the regulatory regimes that were in
place and the highly integrated global capital
markets that had emerged.

So at this point, I’m less interested in identi-
fying blame than fixing the problem. And I
think we’ve taken some very aggressive steps
in the United States to do so, not just respond-
ing to the immediate crisis, ensuring that
banks are adequately capitalized, dealing with
the enormous drop-off in demand and the
contraction that’s been taking place, but more
importantly over—for the long term, making
sure that we’ve got a set of regulations that are
up to the task. 

And that includes a number that will be dis-
cussed at this summit. I think there’s a lot of
convergence between all the parties involved
about the need, for example, to focus not on
the legal form that a particular financial prod-
uct takes or the institution that it emerges
from, but rather what’s the risk involved;
what’s the function of this product and how do
we regulate that adequately; much more effec-
tive coordination between countries so that we
can anticipate some of the risks that are in-
volved; dealing with the problem of derivatives
markets and making sure that we’ve set up sys-
tems that can reduce some of the risk there.
So I actually think that there’s enormous con-
sensus that has emerged in terms of what we
need to do now, and I’m a big believer in look-
ing forward rather than backwards.

Prime Minister Brown. You know, I was in
Brazil last week, and I think President Lula
will forgive me for saying this, he said to me:
“When I was leader of the trades unions, I
blamed the Government; when I became lead-
er of the opposition, I blamed the Govern-

ment; when I became the Government, I
blamed Europe and America.” [Laughter] 

And he recognizes, as we do, that this is a
global problem. It’s a global problem that re-
quires a global solution. What essentially hap-
pened is that the speed and the pace and the
scope of global financial changes, the mobility
of capital around the world, overwhelmed sys-
tem of national regulation. And if we don’t ac-
cept that as the problem that we’ve got to
solve, then we will not solve the problems this
week. 

This is a problem to build cross-border su-
pervision, to actually deal with the rules glob-
ally that can govern the financial supervision of
banks and markets and to root out the bad
practices that have partly existed because of
the scope by which—because of the speed by
which financial markets moved and the scope
that they had to cross national boundaries.

So we need global solutions to what is a
global problem, and I think we will agree a
number of measures, as President Obama
said, that will clean up the global financial sys-
tem.

President Obama. And just one last point I
want to make, because it’s relevant to this is-
sue of responsibility versus blame. I had a pro-
fessor when I was in law school who said some
are to blame but all are responsible. And I
think that’s the best way for us to approach the
problem that we have right now. 

I do think that, across borders, there has
been a tendency to believe that whatever the
global capital markets were doing was ulti-
mately beneficial. I am a big believer in global
capital markets and their potential to provide
capital to countries that might not otherwise
be able to grow, the possibilities of increasing
living standards in ways that we have not seen
previously in world history. But what we have
to understand is, is that that’s going to require
some sort of regulatory framework to make
sure that it doesn’t jump the rails. And that, I
think, is something that we’re going to be able
to put together.

Jennifer Loven of AP [Associated Press].
Where’s Jennifer? There you are.
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U.S. Influence Abroad/Global Economic Stabili-
zation

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Prime
Minister. Mr. President, you come here with
several signs of fairly broad challenges to Amer-
ican economic leadership. There’s the resis-
tance to big, new stimulus spending; there’s talk
of a global—new global currency, talk of even
stricter regulations than are on the table now.
How do you answer that? And what do you say
to the talk that there’s a decline in the American
model and American prominence?

And then to the Prime Minister, if I could.
French President Sarkozy said he might walk
out of the summit if the regulations that are on
the table do not get more strict, say, on offshore
tax havens and on risky financial products. Can
you answer that?

President Obama. Well, I think if you pulled
quotes from 10 years ago, 20 years ago, 30 years
ago, from previous news reports, you might find
similar contentions that America was on de-
cline. And somehow it hasn’t worked out that
way, because I think that there is a vibrancy to
our economic model, a durability to our politi-
cal model, and a set of ideals that has sustained
us through even the most difficult times.

Now, with respect to the current crisis, I
think that there is no doubt that at a time when
the world is fearful, that there is a strong ten-
dency to look for somebody to blame. And I
think that given our prominence in the world fi-
nancial system, it’s natural that questions are
asked—some of them very legitimate—about
how we have participated in global financial
markets.

Having said that, I am absolutely confident
that this meeting will reflect enormous consen-
sus about the need to work in concert to deal
with these problems. I think that the separation
between the various parties involved has been
vastly overstated. If you look at where there has
been the biggest debate—and I think that the
press has fastened on this as a ongoing narra-
tive, this whole issue of fiscal stimulus. And the
fact of the matter is, is that almost every country
that’s participating in this summit has engaged
in fiscal stimulus. The ones that are perceived
as being resistant to fiscal stimulus have done

significant fiscal stimulus. There has not been a
dispute about the need for Government to act
in the face of a rapidly contracting set of mar-
kets and very high unemployment.

Now, there have been differences in terms of
how should that stimulus be shaped. There
have been arguments, for example, among
some European countries that because they
have more of a social safety net, that some of
the countercyclical measures that we took—for
example, unemployment insurance—were less
necessary for them to take. But the truth is, is
that that’s just arguing at the margins. The core
notion that Government has to take some steps
to deal with a contracting global marketplace
and that we should be promoting growth, that’s
not in dispute.

On the regulatory side, this notion that some-
how there are those who are pushing for regula-
tion and those who are resisting regulation is
belied by the facts. Tim Geithner, who’s sitting
here today, went before Congress and proposed
as aggressive a set of regulatory measures as any
that have emerged among G–20 members. That
was before we showed up.

And in conversations that Gordon and I had
with our teams, I think there’s great symmetry
in our belief that even as we deal with the cur-
rent crisis, we’ve got to make sure that we’re
preventing future crises like this from happen-
ing again.

On the topic of emerging markets and mak-
ing sure that they have the finances that they
need to weather the storm, poor countries are
getting help, and they’re not being lost in the
shuffle, there is complete concurrence. 

So I know that when you’ve got a bunch of
heads of state talking, it’s not visually that inter-
esting—[laughter]—and it—you know, the
communiques are written in sort of dry lan-
guage, and so there’s a great desire to inject
some conflict and some drama into the occa-
sion. But the truth of the matter is, is that I
think there has been an extraordinary conver-
gence, and I’m absolutely confident that the
United States, as a peer of these other coun-
tries, will help to lead us through this very diffi-
cult time.

Prime Minister Brown. Let me also add that
I’m confident that President Sarkozy will not
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only be here for the first course of our dinner,
but will still be sitting as we complete our din-
ner this evening. 

And I think, as President Obama has said,
look, never before has the world come togeth-
er in this way to deal with an economic crisis.
Any of the crises that we’ve seen since the Sec-
ond World War, you have not had this level of
international cooperation. And never before
have the world come together with so many
countries represented from so many different
continents to address this crisis. So we have
China, we have India, we have Argentina, Bra-
zil, we have South Africa, we have Russia, as
well as Europe and America and Japan.

And we are within a few hours, I think, of
agreeing a global plan for economic recovery
and reform. And I think the significance of this
is that we’re looking at every aspect. It is
American leadership on the reshaping the fi-
nancial system, on recapitalizing the banks, on
restructuring the banking system that will in-
form our discussions on the future of the fi-
nancial system. So I praise President Obama
for the work that has been done within only a
few days of coming into office.

But we will also be discussing how we can
help the emerging markets and the industrial-
izing countries, how they can be protected
against the financial storm that is facing them.
We will not forget that we have obligations to
the poorest countries in the world as well. And
so the significance of this is not just that every-
body is coming together, but in all those dif-
ferent dimensions of the economic activity of
the world, how we can restructure the finan-
cial system; how we can get growth back and
create jobs in the world; how we can rebuild
our financial institutions for the future; how
we can help the poorest countries of the
world; how we can move forward on low-car-
bon recovery. You’re going to see action.

And of course it’s difficult, of course it’s
complex; you have a large number of coun-
tries. But I’m very confident that people not
only want to work together, but we agree a
common global plan for recovery and reform.

Tom.

Global Economic Stabilization

Q. Tom Bradby, ITV News. Mr. President,
I hear what you say, but you’ve committed a
vast sum of your country’s money to a huge fis-
cal stimulus, and we had the clear impression
that you wanted other countries to come in be-
hind you a bit more strongly. It appears that
we’ve been told by the governor of the Bank of
England we can’t do more for the moment,
and the French and the Germans won’t. Are
you disappointed by that? And are you actually
still calling on other countries to go further?

President Obama. Well, as I said before, I
think that there is broad recognition that in
the midst of the worst crisis we’ve seen since
the thirties that governments are going to have
to act. And certainly, the United States does
not intend to act alone, and we’re not. Great
Britain has taken serious steps. The European
Union has taken serious steps. Australia, Cana-
da, Japan, China have all initiated significant
stimulus packages. And I think that our goal is
simply to make certain that each country, tak-
ing into account its differences in economic
circumstances as well as political culture, is
doing what is necessary to promote economic
growth. 

The United States will do its share, but I
think that one of the things that Gordon and I
spoke about is the fact that in some ways the
world has become accustomed to the United
States being a voracious consumer market and
the engine that drives a lot of economic
growth worldwide. And I think that in the
wake of this crisis, even as we’re doing stimu-
lus we have to take into account our own defi-
cits. We’re going to have to take into account a
whole host of factors that can increase our sav-
ings rate and start dealing with our long-term
fiscal position as well as our current account
deficits.

Those are all issues that we have to deal
with internally, which means that if there’s go-
ing to be renewed growth, it can’t just be the
United States as the engine. Everybody is go-
ing to have to pick up the pace. And I think
that there’s a recognition, based on the con-
versations that I’ve had with leaders around
the world, that that is important.
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I should add, by the way, that to the extent
that all countries are participating in promoting
growth, that also strengthens the arguments
that we can make in our respective countries
about the importance of world trade, the sense
that this isn’t a situation where each country is
only exporting and never importing, but rather
that there’s a balance in how we approach these
issues. And again, I’ve actually been pleased
with the degree to which there’s common
agreement on that front.

Prime Minister Brown. Tom, if you were ask-
ing this question in a situation where America
had done a fiscal stimulus and no one other
country except Britain had followed it, then
your question would have some legitimacy. But,
look, what has happened around the world in
the last few months is country after country
have contributed to the biggest fiscal stimulus,
the biggest injection of resources, the biggest
amount of new investment provided by govern-
ments into the world economy in the history of
the world. And we are in the midst of the big-
gest fiscal boost that the world economy has ev-
er had.

And so Germany has invested 80 billions;
France invested 25 billions; we’ve invested; oth-
er countries in the European have invested.
Different countries have their different times
for announcing their decisions. Some will do it
in their budget, some will do it be financial
statements. The combination of all of this, as
you will see when you get our communique to-
morrow, is the most substantial fiscal stimulus,
something on the order of $2 trillion, indeed,
more than that. And that is the world coming
together to cut interest rates, the world coming
together to give a boost to the economy, and of
course, the world coming together to deal with
the other problem, which is restructuring our fi-
nancial systems for the future.

And I think it is remarkable that things that
people could not have thought possible 10 years
ago, even 5 years ago, that you have this coordi-
nated action from all the countries. It is remark-
able this is happening. Of course, we want to
push it forward tomorrow, and I believe we will.

President Obama. Where’s Caren [Caren Bo-
han, Reuters]? There you are. Hey, Caren.

The President’s Meeting With the President of
Russia/Russia-U.S. Relations

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, Prime Minis-
ter. You mentioned that you will be meeting lat-
er with Russian President Medvedev. What are
your aims for that meeting? And could you
elaborate on this idea of resetting U.S.-Russian
relations? And also, does that mean, as Russia
hopes, that you’re willing to give ground on is-
sues like missile defense and NATO expansion?

President Obama. Well, this will be the first
time that I’m meeting with President Medve-
dev. I’m very much looking forward to the
meeting. We’ve had a series of conversations on
the telephone and exchanged letters. 

As I spoke about during the campaign, as
Secretary of State Clinton has amplified in
some of her remarks and her meetings with top
Russian officials, what we’ve seen over the last
several years is drift in the U.S.-Russian rela-
tionship. There are very real differences be-
tween the United States and Russia, and I have
no interest in papering those over. But there are
also a broad set of common interests that we
can pursue. Both countries, I believe, have an
interest in reducing nuclear stockpiles and pro-
moting nuclear nonproliferation. Both coun-
tries have an interest in reducing the threat of
terrorism. Both countries have an interest in
stabilizing the world economy. Both countries
have an interest in finding a sustainable path for
energy and dealing with some of the threats of
climate change that we’ve discussed.

So on a whole range of issues, from Afghani-
stan to Iran to the topics that will be consuming
most of our time here at the G–20, I think
there’s great potential for concerted action. And
that’s what we will be pursuing. 

Now, as has I think been noted in the press, a
good place to start is the issue of nuclear prolif-
eration. And one of the things that I’ve always
believed strongly is that both the United States
and Russia and other nuclear powers will be in
a much stronger position to strengthen what has
become a somewhat fragile, threadbare non-
proliferation treaty if we are leading by exam-
ple, and if we can take serious steps to reduce
the nuclear arsenal.
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I think people on both sides of the Atlantic
understand that as much as the constant cloud,
the threat of nuclear warfare has receded since
the cold war, that the presence of these deadly
weapons, their proliferation, the possibility of
them finding their way into the hands of ter-
rorists, continues to be the gravest threat to
humanity. What better a project to start off
than seeing if we can make progress on that
front. I think we can.

Prime Minister Brown. Adam.

Timeframe for Economic Stabilization

Q. Both of you today have conjured the
alarming specter of the Great Depression, but
let’s take your most optimistic hopes for this
summit. Assuming you’re successful, I suspect
what millions of people around the world want
to know is how much worse is this going to get
and how long is it going to last and when is it
going to end and growth return.

Prime Minister Brown. It will get worse if
people do not act. The option of doing nothing
is not available to us. And I think we’ve seen
from past crises, both internationally and in re-
gions of the world, that if people fail to take
the decisive action at the beginning, then you
risk a longer recession; you risk more business-
es being lost; you risk more jobs lost. So of
course, these are difficult decisions because
governments are moving in where markets
have failed and banks have collapsed. But to
take these decisions is the right course for the
world economy. 

Now, I believe that the degree of interna-
tional cooperation that we can get will deter-
mine how quickly all our economies can recov-
er. If there is a stimulus in one country and it’s
repeated in another country and repeated in
other countries, then you can magnify the ef-
fect of that stimulus round the world, both for
the benefit of the individual country that’s
making it and for the rest of the world. And if
you can see the coordinated cuts in interest
rates coming together, then you’ve got to push
for recovery and for new economic activity.
And if you can see the banks, which operate
internationally, being cleaned up in every
country, then you have a situation where the
world will feel confidence and there will be

trust in the banking system for people to re-
sume saving, investing, and preparing for the
future.

So I believe the level of international coop-
eration will be one of the major factors that
will determine how quickly we can recover.
But what we are determined to do is, in this
difficult time, protect people in their jobs,
make sure that we can get money to mortgage
holders and to businesses, and of course, make
sure that countries that are in peril at the mo-
ment, who don’t have their own resources and
aren’t able to restructure their banking sys-
tems, are given resources from the world to
enable them to do so.

So the way forward is not to do nothing. The
way forward is to take the action that’s neces-
sary.

President Obama. I agree with everything
that Gordon said. It’s been said repeatedly that
every financial crisis comes to an end. So it will
come to an end at some point. The question is,
what have been the costs and how long the
downturn.

I think people should take heart from the
fact that governments have learned lessons
from the thirties; central banks have learned
lessons from the thirties. There has been
much swifter action, much bolder action,
much more coordinated action even prior to
this summit than we have seen in previous fi-
nancial crises. And that means that the pros-
pects of restoring world growth and trade are
that much greater. 

I do think that Gordon is absolutely right.
How well we execute it in the months to come,
how well we button down these regulations,
how well we each in our own respective coun-
tries help banks to deal with the impaired as-
sets that they have on their books so that they
can start lending again to businesses and con-
sumers, how effective we are in managing the
huge outflows of capital from emerging mar-
kets and provide a buffer for very poor and de-
veloping countries that are seeing huge con-
tractions in their trade and just don’t have a lot
of margin for error, how well we reform our
international financial institutions so that they
can be a more effective player in this whole
process, all those things will help determine
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whether this ends up being a slow-rolling crisis
that takes a lot more time to cure, or whether
we start seeing significant recovery.

I don’t think there’s any doubt that 2009 is
going to be difficult, and again, when you put a
human face on this crisis, the way people expe-
rience it most immediately is losing their job,
losing their home, losing their savings, losing
their pensions. And what I think each of us is
committed to doing is to make sure that people
are getting immediate help, even as we’re solv-
ing these broader structural problems, because
we don’t want that kind of suffering. 

But it’s also not good for the overall health of
the economic system. And that’s part of where
stimulus has been very helpful. I mean, in our
country, the unemployment insurance, the food
stamps, the other mechanisms that have put
money directly into people’s pockets, that’s not
just good for those individual families; it’s also
helped to lift consumer spending or at least sta-
bilize consumer spending in a way that will
promise better growth in the future.

So, Hans Nichols [Bloomberg News].

Weathering the Current Economic Situation 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Prime
Minister. Mr. President, you just spoke about
looking forward and not backward, and you also
referenced the voracious appetite of the Ameri-
can consumer. What role should the European
and American consumer then play in the quar-
ter that starts today? Should they be spending
or saving to alter the velocity of what you just
called a slow-rolling crisis?

President Obama. Well, I think that each
family has got to look at its circumstances and
make those determinations. Obviously, there
are a lot of people who are concerned about
their job security, or they’re concerned about
seeing their savings having diminished if they
were in the stock market, and I think it’s an un-
derstandable response to be somewhat cautious
in the midst of this kind of uncertainty.

I think the best advice I would have would be
to say that despite the current hardships, we are
going to get through this, and so you should
plan sensibly, in anticipation that this economy
is going to recover and new families, young
families are going to want to buy new homes,

and sooner or later that clunker of a car is going
to wear out and people are going to want to buy
a new car. And so that basing decisions around
fear is not the right way to go.

We are going to get through this difficult
time. And I think it is sometimes important to
step back and just have some perspective about
the differences between now and the Great De-
pression, when there were no social safety nets
in place, when unemployment was 25 or 30 per-
cent. I mean, this is a difficult time, but it’s not
what happened to our grandparents’ genera-
tion.

And so I would ask people to be confident
about their own futures. And that may mean, in
some cases, spending now as investments for
the future. There’s been a debate back home
about our budget. In the midst of this crisis,
should we deal with health care? Should we
deal with energy? Should we deal with educa-
tion? And one of the analogies I’ve used is a
family who is having a difficult time—and I ac-
tually get letters like this occasionally from vot-
ers—one of our parents has lost their job, sav-
ings have declined, and so I’m wrestling with
whether or not I should go to college, because
that will require me taking out a lot of debt, and
maybe it would be more responsible for me to
go find any job that I can to help the family.

And, you know, when I write back to those
families or those individuals I say, you’ve obvi-
ously got to make these decisions yourself, but
don’t shortchange the future because of fear in
the present. And that I think is the most impor-
tant message that we can send not just in the
United States but around the world.

Prime Minister Brown. Barack is absolutely
right. Look, surely the most important thing is
that people, by the decisions that are made, can
have confidence in the future, confidence to be
able to make decisions about whether to save or
to spend. And all the measures that we are tak-
ing—restructuring the banks, putting money in-
to the economy, the public works, and of
course, the low-carbon activities that we’re en-
couraging as well—are designed to give people
the confidence that their savings are safe; that
we’ve sorted out the problems and are sorting
out the problems in the banking system; that we
have put resources into economic activity in the
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economy so that jobs can be saved and jobs
can be created. And then people, as consum-
ers, can make their own decisions about what
they want to do.

And I think that’s the key to the future, that
people can see that the problems are being ad-
dressed and they themselves can have the con-
fidence either to save or to spend or to invest,
confidence in the future. And I believe that we
can make a big step towards creating that con-
fidence by some of the decisions that we can
make together.

President Obama. All right? 
Prime Minister Brown. George. Fine.

FIFA World Cup/Great Britain/Upcoming
Elections in the United Kingdom

Q. Thank you. George Pascoe-Watson from
The Sun. Mr. President, as a President who
won with a landslide, have you got any advice
for Gordon Brown, the Prime Minister?
[Laughter] Secondly, what are your things you
like most about Great Britain and London?
And lastly, England are playing in a World
Cup qualifying match in soccer, a game you
love. Have you got any good luck message for
the England team tonight?

President Obama. Well, let me take all
these in turn. I have had enough trouble back
home picking my brackets for the college bas-
ketball tournament that’s taking place there,
called March Madness—stirred up all kinds of
controversy. The last thing I’m going to do is
wade into European football. [Laughter] That
would be a mistake. I didn’t get a briefing on
that, but I sense that would be a mistake.
[Laughter]

Prime Minister Brown. England will win, I
can tell you.

President Obama. So that would be point
number one. 

The thing I love about Great Britain is its
people. And there is just a extraordinary affini-
ty and kinship that we have. We owe so much
to England, that when you come here there’s
that sense of familiarity, as well as difference,
that makes it just a special place.

I have—the only advice I would give Gor-
don Brown is the same advice that I gave my-
self during the campaign and that I’ve been
giving myself over the last 3 months, which is,
over time, good policy is good politics. And if
every day you are waking up and you are mak-
ing the very best decisions that you can, de-
spite the fact that sometimes the cards in your
hand aren’t very good and the options are nar-
row and the choices are tough, and you are as-
sured to be second-guessed constantly, and
that occasionally you’re going to make mis-
takes, but if every day you’re waking up saying,
how can I make the best possible decisions to
create jobs, help young people imagine a bet-
ter future, provide care to the sick or the el-
derly or the vulnerable, sustain the planet, if
those are the questions that you’re asking
yourself, then I think you end up doing pretty
good.

And the best part is you can wake up and
look at yourself in the mirror. And that, I
think, is the kind of integrity that Gordon
Brown has shown in the past and will continue
to show in the future.

Prime Minister Brown. It’s been an extraor-
dinary visit already, and I’ve benefited from
Barack’s advice not just about elections, but
about fitness; we’ve been talking about not the
treadmill of politics, but the treadmill that
we’re both on every day, the running ma-
chines, and how you can manage to do that
when you’re traveling around the world and
going to different countries, and we’ve been
exchanging ideas.

Can I also say it’s an extraordinary privilege
to have Secretary of State Clinton here and
Secretary of State [the Treasury]* Geithner,
and we wish them well in everything that they
do as well.

President Obama. And we thank the entire
team. As I said, everybody has worked extraor-
dinarily hard to make this successful. We are
very grateful for the hospitality. There’s one
last thing that I should mention that I love
about Great Britain, and that is the Queen.
And so I’m very much looking forward
to—[laughter]—I’m very much looking

 * White House correction.
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forward to meeting her for the first time later
this evening. And as you might imagine, Mi-
chelle has been really thinking that
through—[laughter]—because I think in the
imagination of people throughout America, I
think what the Queen stands for and her decen-
cy and her civility, what she represents, that’s
very important.

Prime Minister Brown. Well, I know the
Queen is looking forward to welcoming you,
and she’s very much looking forward to her dis-
cussion with you. 

So thank you very much.

President Obama. Thank you. Good to see
you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 10:15 a.m. at the Foreign and Common-
wealth Building. In his remarks, the President
referred to John and Fraser Brown, sons of
Prime Minister Brown; Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner; and Queen Eliza-
beth II of the United Kingdom. A reporter re-
ferred to Mervyn Allistair King, governor, Bank
of England.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia
in London
April 1, 2009

President Obama. Let me just make a brief
comment. I am very grateful to President Med-
vedev for taking the time to visit with me today.
I’m particularly gratified because prior to the
meeting, our respective teams had worked to-
gether and had developed a series of approach-
es to areas of common interest that I think pres-
ent great promise.

As I’ve said in the past, I think that over the
last several years the relationship between our
two countries has been allowed to drift. And
what I believe we’ve begun today is a very con-
structive dialog that will allow us to work on is-
sues of mutual interest, like the reduction of
nuclear weapons and the strengthening of our
nonproliferation treaties, our mutual interest in
dealing with terrorism and extremism that
threatens both countries, our mutual interest in
economic stability and restoring growth around
the world, our mutual interest in promoting
peace and stability in areas like the Middle
East.

So I am very encouraged by the leadership of
the President. I’m very grateful that he has tak-
en the time to visit. I am especially excited
about the fact that the President extended an
invitation for me to visit Moscow to build on
some of the areas that we discussed on today.
And I have agreed to visit Moscow in July,
which we both agreed was a better time than
January to visit.

And my hope is that given the constructive
conversations that we’ve had today, the joint
statements that we will be issuing both on re-
ductions of nuclear arsenals as well as a range of
other areas of interest, that what we’re seeing
today is the beginning of new progress in the
U.S.-Russian relations. And I think that Presi-
dent Medvedev’s leadership is—has been criti-
cal in allowing that progress to take place.

So thank you very much.
President Medvedev. I would like to sincerely

thank President Obama for this opportunity to
meet him and to meet this time in person. And
indeed, we had an opportunity to compare our
views on the current relations and current situa-
tion in the world. And we had an opportunity to
agree upon certain common values that we
need to foster in our relations and provide for
further areas for cooperation in progression of
our relations.

I can only agree that the relations between
our countries have been adrift over the past
years. As President Obama has said, they were
drifting and drifting in some wrong directions.
They were degrading to some extent.

That is why we believe that since such a situ-
ation was not to the benefit of the United States
or Russia Federation, to say nothing about the
global situation, we believe that the time has
come to reset our relations, as it was said, and to
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open a new page in progression in the devel-
opment of our common situation.

Indeed, it was said that we are prepared to
cooperate further in such areas as the nonpro-
liferation of WMDs, limitation of strategic
weapons, countering terrorism, and improving
economic and financial situation and the over-
all economic situation in the world. 

It is important to note that there are many
points on which we can work. And indeed,
there are far more points in which we
can—where we can come closer, where we
can work, rather than those points on which
we have differences. Thus, by bringing our po-
sitions closer, we can attain significant prog-
ress and, much more importantly, further our
achievements.

I share the view of President Obama who
said that our teams have worked really well in
preparation of this meeting, and the declara-
tions, the two declarations, which we are
adopting are just another proof of that. And
those are a declaration on the strategic weap-
ons and the declaration on the general frame-
work of relations between Russia and the
United States, which set good grounds for our
further interaction.

We will be very glad to host President
Obama, to greet him in Moscow in July. In-

deed, July is the warmest time in Russia and in
Moscow, and I believe that will be exactly the
feature of the talks and relations we are going
to enjoy during that period in Moscow. And of
course, we have set out certain objectives and
certain goals and tasks we need to work
through in order to get better prepared for this
meeting. And indeed, I am convinced that is a
good opportunity for this interaction.

Well, indeed, so we are convinced that we’ll
continue successfully our contacts, in particu-
lar today, where we were not only discussing
international issues or bilateral items of inter-
action; we were also discussing education,
which probably not everybody—where we
have come to an understanding that we’re
reading the same textbooks while in these sub-
jects. And this will set us further for interac-
tion.

After this meeting, I am far more optimistic
about the successful development of our rela-
tions and would like to thank President Obama
for this opportunity.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m. at
Winfield House. President Medvedev spoke in
Russian, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. Audio was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of these remarks.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia
April 1, 2009

Reaffirming that the era when our countries
viewed each other as enemies is long over, and
recognizing our many common interests, we
today established a substantive agenda for
Russia and the United States to be developed
over the coming months and years. We are re-
solved to work together to strengthen strategic
stability, international security, and jointly
meet contemporary global challenges, while
also addressing disagreements openly and
honestly in a spirit of mutual respect and ac-
knowledgement of each other’s perspective. 

We discussed measures to overcome the ef-
fects of the global economic crisis, strengthen
the international monetary and financial sys-

tem, restore economic growth, and advance
regulatory efforts to ensure that such a crisis
does not happen again. 

We also discussed nuclear arms control and
reduction. As leaders of the two largest nucle-
ar weapons states, we agreed to work together
to fulfill our obligations under Article VI of the
Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons (NPT) and demonstrate leadership in re-
ducing the number of nuclear weapons in the
world. We committed our two countries to
achieving a nuclear free world, while recogniz-
ing that this long-term goal will require a new
emphasis on arms control and conflict resolu-
tion measures, and their full implementation
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by all concerned nations. We agreed to pursue
new and verifiable reductions in our strategic
offensive arsenals in a step-by-step process, be-
ginning by replacing the Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Treaty with a new, legally-binding treaty.
We are instructing our negotiators to start talks
immediately on this new treaty and to report on
results achieved in working out the new agree-
ment by July. 

While acknowledging that differences re-
main over the purposes of deployment of mis-
sile defense assets in Europe, we discussed new
possibilities for mutual international coopera-
tion in the field of missile defense, taking into
account joint assessments of missile challenges
and threats, aimed at enhancing the security of
our countries, and that of our allies and part-
ners. 

The relationship between offensive and de-
fensive arms will be discussed by the two gov-
ernments.

We intend to carry out joint efforts to
strengthen the international regime for nonpro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction and
their means of delivery. In this regard we
strongly support the Treaty on the Non-Prolif-
eration of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), and are
committed to its further strengthening. Togeth-
er, we seek to secure nuclear weapons and ma-
terials, while promoting the safe use of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes. We support the
activities of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and stress the importance of the
IAEA Safeguards system. We seek universal ad-
herence to IAEA comprehensive safeguards, as
provided for in Article III of the NPT, and to
the Additional Protocol and urge the ratification
and implementation of these agreements. We
will deepen cooperation to combat nuclear ter-
rorism. We will seek to further promote the
Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism,
which now unites 75 countries. We also support
international negotiations for a verifiable treaty
to end the production of fissile materials for nu-
clear weapons. As a key measure of nuclear
nonproliferation and disarmament, we under-
scored the importance of the entering into force
the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.
In this respect, President Obama confirmed his
commitment to work for American ratification

of this Treaty. We applaud the achievements
made through the Nuclear Security Initiative
launched in Bratislava in 2005, including to
minimize the civilian use of Highly Enriched
Uranium, and we seek to continue bilateral col-
laboration to improve and sustain nuclear secu-
rity. We agreed to examine possible new initia-
tives to promote international cooperation in
the peaceful use of nuclear energy while
strengthening the nuclear non-proliferation re-
gime. We welcome the work of the IAEA on
multilateral approaches to the nuclear fuel cycle
and encourage efforts to develop mutually ben-
eficial approaches with states considering nu-
clear energy or considering expansion of exist-
ing nuclear energy programs in conformity with
their rights and obligations under the NPT. To
facilitate cooperation in the safe use of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes, both sides will
work to bring into force the bilateral Agreement
for Cooperation in the Field of Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy. To strengthen non-prolifera-
tion efforts, we also declare our intent to give
new impetus to implementation of U.N. Securi-
ty Council Resolution 1540 on preventing non-
state actors from obtaining WMD-related mate-
rials and technologies.

We agreed to work on a bilateral basis and at
international forums to resolve regional con-
flicts.

We agreed that al-Qaida and other terrorist
and insurgent groups operating in Afghanistan
and Pakistan pose a common threat to many na-
tions, including the United States and Russia.
We agreed to work toward and support a coor-
dinated international response with the UN
playing a key role. We also agreed that a similar
coordinated and international approach should
be applied to counter the flow of narcotics from
Afghanistan, as well as illegal supplies of pre-
cursors to this country. Both sides agreed to
work out new ways of cooperation to facilitate
international efforts of stabilization, reconstruc-
tion and development in Afghanistan, including
in the regional context. 

We support the continuation of the Six-Party
Talks at an early date and agreed to continue to
pursue the verifiable denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula in accordance with purposes
and principles of the September 19, 2005 Joint
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Statement and subsequent consensus docu-
ments. We also expressed concern that a
North Korean ballistic missile launch would be
damaging to peace and stability in the region
and agreed to urge the DPRK to exercise re-
straint and observe relevant UN Security
Council resolutions.

While we recognize that under the NPT
Iran has the right to a civilian nuclear pro-
gram, Iran needs to restore confidence in its
exclusively peaceful nature. We underline that
Iran, as any other Non-Nuclear Weapons
State-Party to the NPT, has assumed the obli-
gation under Article II of that Treaty in rela-
tion to its non-nuclear weapon status. We call
on Iran to fully implement the relevant U.N.
Security Council and the IAEA Board of Gov-
ernors resolutions including provision of re-
quired cooperation with the IAEA. We reiter-
ated their commitment to pursue a compre-
hensive diplomatic solution, including direct
diplomacy and through P–5-plus-1 negotia-
tions, and urged Iran to seize this opportunity
to address the international community’s con-
cerns.

We also started a dialogue on security and
stability in Europe. Although we disagree
about the causes and sequence of the military
actions of last August, we agreed that we must
continue efforts toward a peaceful and lasting
solution to the unstable situation today. Bear-
ing in mind that significant differences remain
between us, we nonetheless stress the impor-
tance of last year’s six-point accord of August
12, the September 8 agreement, and other rel-
evant agreements, and pursuing effective co-
operation in the Geneva discussions to bring
stability to the region. 

We agreed that the resumption of activities
of the NATO-Russia Council is a positive step.
We welcomed the participation of an Ameri-
can delegation at the special Conference on
Afghanistan convened under the auspices of
Shanghai Cooperation Organization last
month. 

We discussed our interest in exploring a
comprehensive dialogue on strengthening Eu-
ro-Atlantic and European security, including
existing commitments and President Medve-
dev’s June 2008 proposals on these issues. The

OSCE is one of the key multilateral venues for
this dialogue, as is the NATO-Russia Council.

We also agreed that our future meetings
must include discussions of transnational
threats such as terrorism, organized crime,
corruption and narcotics, with the aim of en-
hancing our cooperation in countering these
threats and strengthening international efforts
in these fields, including through joint actions
and initiatives. 

We will strive to give rise to a new dynamic
in our economic links including the launch of
an intergovernmental commission on trade
and economic cooperation and the intensifica-
tion of our business dialogue. Especially dur-
ing these difficult economic times, our busi-
ness leaders must pursue all opportunities for
generating economic activity. We both
pledged to instruct our governments to make
efforts to finalize as soon as possible Russia’s
accession into the World Trade Organization
and continue working towards the creation of
favorable conditions for the development of
Russia-U.S. economic ties.

We also pledge to promote cooperation in
implementing Global Energy Security Princi-
ples, adopted at the G–8 summit in Saint Pe-
tersburg in 2006, including improving energy
efficiency and the development of clean ener-
gy technologies.

Today we have outlined a comprehensive
and ambitious work plan for our two govern-
ments. We both affirmed a mutual desire to
organize contacts between our two govern-
ments in a more structured and regular way.
Greater institutionalized interactions between
our ministries and departments make success
more likely in meeting the ambitious goals that
we have established today.

At the same time, we also discussed the de-
sire for greater cooperation not only between
our governments, but also between our societ-
ies—more scientific cooperation, more stu-
dents studying in each other’s country, more
cultural exchanges, and more cooperation be-
tween our nongovernmental organizations. In
our relations with each other, we also seek to
be guided by the rule of law, respect for fun-
damental freedoms and human rights, and tol-
erance for different views. 
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We, the leaders of Russia and the United
States, are ready to move beyond Cold War
mentalities and chart a fresh start in relations
between our two countries. In just a few
months we have worked hard to establish a new
tone in our relations. Now it is time to get down
to business and translate our warm words into

actual achievements of benefit to Russia, the
United States, and all those around the world
interested in peace and prosperity. 

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and Russia Regarding
Negotiations on Further Reductions in Strategic Offensive Arms 
April 1, 2009

The President of the United States of Ameri-
ca, Barack Obama, and the President of the
Russian Federation, Dmitriy A. Medvedev, not-
ed that the Treaty on the Reduction and Limi-
tation of Strategic Offensive Arms (START
Treaty), which expires in December 2009, has
completely fulfilled its intended purpose and
that the maximum levels for strategic offensive
arms recorded in the Treaty were reached long
ago. They have therefore decided to move fur-
ther along the path of reducing and limiting
strategic offensive arms in accordance with U.S.
and Russian obligations under Article VI of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons.

The Presidents decided to begin bilateral in-
tergovernmental negotiations to work out a
new, comprehensive, legally binding agreement
on reducing and limiting strategic offensive
arms to replace the START Treaty. The United
States and the Russian Federation intend to
conclude this agreement before the Treaty ex-
pires in December. In this connection, they in-
structed their delegations at the negotiations to
proceed on basis of the following:

• The subject of the new agreement will be
the reduction and limitation of strategic
offensive arms; 

• In the future agreement the Parties will
seek to record levels of reductions in stra-
tegic offensive arms that will be lower
than those in the 2002 Moscow Treaty on
Strategic Offensive Reductions, which is
currently in effect;

• The new agreement will mutually en-
hance the security of the Parties and pre-
dictability and stability in strategic offen-
sive forces, and will include effective veri-
fication measures drawn from the experi-
ence of the Parties in implementing the
START Treaty.

They directed their negotiators to report on
progress achieved in working out the new
agreement by July 2009.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in London
April 1, 2009

President Obama. I just want to welcome
President Hu and thank him for extending him-
self to come to visit and allowing us to have our
first face to face conversation.

Obviously, China is a great power. It has a
long and extraordinary history. The relationship

between the United States and China has be-
come extremely constructive. Our economic re-
lationships are very strong. And I’ve said public-
ly, and I continue to believe, that the relation-
ship between China and the United States is
not only important for the citizens of both our
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countries, but will help to set the stage for how
the world deals with a whole host of challenges
in the years to come.

So I’m looking forward to a very productive
and open conversation about not only the state
of the world economy during this time of cri-
sis, but also know we can work cooperatively
together to improve peace and security for
both nations and the world at large.

I believe that as strong as our relationship
already is, I am confident that we can make it
even stronger in the years to come.

President Hu. I’m very happy to have this
opportunity to meet with President Obama.
It’s our first face-to-face meeting.

Since President Obama took office, we have
secured a good beginning in the growth of this
relationship. President Obama and I stayed in
close touch, and foreign ministers of our two
countries have exchanged visits in a short span
of time.

In addition, the two sides both have reached
agreement on the characterization of the Chi-
na-U.S. relationship in this new era and on the
mechanism of the strategic economic dialogs.
These results have not come easily, which de-
serve our both sides’ efforts to cherish.

And as President Obama rightly said just
now, sound China-U.S. relationship is not only
in the fundamental interest of our two peoples
and our two countries, but also contributes to

peace, stability, and prosperity in the Asian-
Pacific region and in the world at large.

The Chinese side is willing to work together
with the U.S. side to secure even greater prog-
ress in the development of the China-U.S. re-
lationship, and I’m willing to establish a good
working relationship and personal friendship
with President Obama.

I’m sure my meeting with President Obama
today will be positive and productive.

President Obama. If I’m not mistaken,
we’re going to have our respective representa-
tives on the strategic and economic dialog ap-
pear with us, so that everybody knows who’s
going to be talking.

So these high-level ministers will be
charged with working in a very detailed and
constructive way on issues of mutual interest
to our two countries. And we are very grateful
to President Hu for designating such distin-
guished ministers who are going to be working
very constructively with Tim Geithner, my
Secretary of Treasury, as well as Hillary Clin-
ton, the Secretary of State.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. at
Winfield House. President Hu referred to
Minister of Foreign Affairs Yang Jiechi of Chi-
na. President Hu spoke in Chinese, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea
in London, England
April 2, 2009

Hold on a second, let’s make a brief state-
ment. I just want to thank President Lee and
his entire delegation. Korea is one of Ameri-
ca’s closest allies and greatest friends. And un-
der President Lee’s leadership, that friendship
has only grown stronger. So we are very inter-
ested in discussing the economic crisis, which
is the topic of the G–20 meeting. But, obvious-
ly, we also have a great range of issues to dis-
cuss: on defense, on peace and stability in the
Korean Peninsula, on the outstanding contri-
butions that Korea has made with respect to

the Afghanistan situation, and their global role
and global leadership on issues like climate
change.

So I just want to publicly say thank you to
the Republic of Korea for their outstanding
friendship and the close ties between our two
countries.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 a.m. at the
ExCeL centre. Audio was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.
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Statement on House of Representative Passage of the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget
April 2, 2009

Tonight the House of Representatives took
another step toward rebuilding our struggling
economy. This budget resolution embraces our
most fundamental priorities: an energy plan
that will end our dependence on foreign oil and
spur a new clean energy economy, an education
system that will ensure our children will be able
to compete in the economy of the 21st century,
and health care reform that finally confronts the
back-breaking costs plaguing families, business-

es, and government alike. And by making hard
choices and challenging the old ways of doing
business, we will cut in half the budget deficit
we inherited within 4 years. With this vote
comes an obligation to pursue our efforts to go
through the budget line by line, searching for
additional savings. Like the families we serve,
we must cut the things we don’t need to invest
in those we do.

The President’s News Conference in London
April 2, 2009

The President. Good afternoon, or good eve-
ning; we’re running a little bit late. Earlier to-
day, we finished a very productive summit that
will be, I believe, a turning point in our pursuit
of global economic recovery. By any measure,
the London summit was historic. It was historic
because of the size and the scope of the chal-
lenges that we face and because of the timeli-
ness and magnitude of our response. 

The challenge is clear. The global economy is
contracting. Trade is shrinking. Unemploy-
ment is rising. The international finance system
is nearly frozen. Even these facts can’t fully cap-
ture the crisis that we’re confronting, because
behind them is the pain and uncertainty that so
many people are facing. We see it back in the
United States. We see it here in London. We
see it around the world: families losing their
homes, workers losing their jobs and their sav-
ings, students who are deferring their dreams.
So many have lost so much. Just to underscore
this point, back in the United States, jobless
claims released today were the highest in 26
years. We owe it to all of our citizens to act and
to act with a sense of urgency.

In an age where our economies are linked
more closely than ever before, the whole world
has been touched by this devastating downturn.
And today the world’s leaders have responded
with an unprecedented set of comprehensive
and coordinated actions.

Now, just keep in mind some historical con-
text. Faced with similar global challenges in the
past, the world was slow to act, and people paid
an enormous price. That was true in the Great
Depression, when nations prolonged and wors-
ened the crisis by turning inward, waiting for
more than a decade to meet the challenge to-
gether. Even as recently as the 1980s, the slow
global response deepened and widened a debt
crisis in Latin America that pushed millions into
poverty.

Today, we’ve learned the lessons of history. I
know that in the days leading up to the summit,
some of you in the press, some commentators,
confused honest and open debate with irrecon-
cilable differences. But after weeks of prepara-
tion and 2 days of careful negotiation, we have
agreed on a series of unprecedented steps to re-
store growth and prevent a crisis like this from
happening again.

Let me outline what I think has been most
significant.

Number one, we are committed to growth
and job creation. All G–20 nations have acted to
stimulate demand, which will total well over $2
trillion in global fiscal expansion. The United
States is also partnering with the private sector
to clean out the troubled assets, the legacy
assets that are crippling some banks, and using
the full force of the Government to ensure that
our action leads directly to loans to businesses
large and small, as well as individuals who
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depend on credit. And these efforts will be
amplified by our G–20 partners, who are
pursuing similarly comprehensive programs.

And we also agreed on bold action to sup-
port developing countries, so that we aren’t
faced with declining markets that the global
economy depends on. Together, the G–20 is
tripling the IMF’s lending capacity and pro-
moting lending by multilateral development
banks to increase the purchasing power and
expand markets in every country.

We’ve also rejected the protectionism that
could deepen this crisis. History tells us that
turning inward can help turn a downturn into
a depression. And this cooperation between
the world’s leading economies signals our sup-
port for open markets, as does our multilateral
commitment to trade finance that will grow
our exports and create new jobs. That’s all on
the growth front.

And next, we made enormous strides in
committing ourselves to comprehensive re-
form of a failed regulatory system. And togeth-
er, I believe that we must put an end to the
bubble-and-bust economy that has stood in
the way of sustained growth and enabled abu-
sive risk-taking that endangers our prosperity.

At home, back in the States, our efforts be-
gan with an approach that Secretary Geithner
proposed last week, the strongest regulatory
reforms any nation has contemplated so far to
prevent the massive failure of responsibility
that we have already seen. Today, these princi-
ples have informed and enabled the coordinat-
ed action that we will take with our G–20 part-
ners.

To prevent future crises, we agreed to in-
creased transparency and capital protections
for financial institutions. We’re extending su-
pervision to all systemically important institu-
tions, markets, and products, including hedge
funds. We’ll identify jurisdictions that fail to
cooperate, including tax havens, and take ac-
tion to defend our financial system. We will re-
establish the Financial Stability Forum with a
stronger mandate. And we will reform and ex-
pand the IMF and World Bank so they are
more efficient, effective, and representative.

Finally, we are protecting those who don’t
always have a voice at the G–20, but who have

suffered greatly in this crisis. And the United
States is ready to lead in this endeavor. In the
coming days, I intend to work with Congress
to provide $448 million in immediate assis-
tance to vulnerable populations from Africa to
Latin America and to double support for food
safety to over $1 billion so that we are giving
people the tools they need to lift themselves
out of poverty. We will also support the United
Nations and World Bank as they coordinate
the rapid assistance necessary to prevent hu-
manitarian catastrophe. I have to say, though,
that this is not just charity. These are all future
markets for all countries and future drivers of
world economic growth.

Let me also underscore my appreciation to
Prime Minister Brown, his entire team, and all
my colleagues from around the world who
contributed to the summit’s success. You
know, it’s hard for 20 heads of state to bridge
their differences. We’ve all got our own na-
tional policies; we all have our own assump-
tions, our own political cultures. But our citi-
zens are all hurting. They all need us to come
together. So I’m pleased that the G–20 has
agreed to meet again this fall, because I be-
lieve that this is just the beginning. Our prob-
lems are not going to be solved in one meet-
ing; they’re not going to be solved in two
meetings. We’re going to have to be proactive
in shaping events and persistent in monitoring
our progress to determine whether further ac-
tion is needed.

I also want to just make a few remarks about
additional meetings I had outside of the G–20
context. While here in London, I had the op-
portunity to hold bilateral meetings with lead-
ers of Russia, China, South Korea, Saudi Ara-
bia, and India, as well as Great Britain. And
these discussions were extraordinarily valuable
and productive. Of course, we spoke about ad-
ditional steps to promote economic recovery
and growth. But we also discussed coordinated
actions on a range of issues: how we could re-
duce the nuclear threat; how we could forge a
coordinated response to North Korea’s
planned missile launch; how we can turn back
terrorism and stabilize Afghanistan; how we
can protect our planet from the scourge of cli-
mate change. I’m encouraged that we laid the
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groundwork for real and lasting progress on a
host of these issues.

Ultimately, the challenges of the 21st century
can’t be met without collective action. Agree-
ment will almost never be easy, and results
won’t always come quickly. But I am committed
to respecting different points of view and to
forging a consensus instead of dictating our
terms. That’s how we made progress in the last
few days. And that’s how we will advance and
uphold our ideals in the months and years to
come.

You know, at home, I’ve often spoken about a
new era of responsibility. And I believe strongly
that this era must not end at our borders. In a
world that’s more and more interconnected, we
all have responsibilities to work together to
solve common challenges. And although it will
take time, I am confident that we will rebuild
global prosperity if we act with a common sense
of purpose, persistence, and the optimism that
the moment demands.

So I appreciate your attention, and I’m going
to take a few questions. And I’ve got a list of a
few people I’m going to call on, and then I
am—I will intersperse some folks I’m calling on
randomly.

Helene Cooper [New York Times]. There
you are.

Effectiveness of G–20 Summit

Q. Mr. President, you’ve had 2 days
now—[inaudible]—on the world stage, how do
you think it’s going so far? And is there anything
about your performance over the past 2 days
that made you cringe?

The President. Well, I think we did okay. You
know, when I came here, it was with the inten-
tion of listening and learning, but also providing
American leadership. And I think that the docu-
ment that has been produced as well as the con-
crete actions that will follow reflect a range of
our priorities. 

We wanted to make sure that we had a
strong, coordinated response to growth, and
that’s reflected in the document and in the ac-
tions that will be taken. We thought it was im-
portant to make sure that we had a strong, coor-
dinated regulatory response, and many of the
details of the regulatory response draw from

principles that we had developed prior to com-
ing here. 

We felt that it was very important to
strengthen our international financial institu-
tions because developing countries, emerging
markets are threatened. Even though they may
not have been the cause of this crisis, they are
threatened by capital flight. They’re threatened
by reduced trade finance, drops in consumer
demand in developed countries that were their
export markets, and so we knew that it was go-
ing to be important to provide those countries
with assistance. And we have created as funda-
mental a reworking of the resources available to
these international financial institutions as any-
thing we’ve done in the last several decades.

So overall, I’m pleased with the product. And
I’ll leave it to others to determine whether me
and my team had anything to do with that. All
right?

Chuck Todd [NBC News]. Chuck.

Achievements of G–20 Summit 

Q. What concrete items that you got out of
this G–20 can you tell the American people
back home who are hurting, the family strug-
gling, seeing their retirement go down, or wor-
rying about losing their job? What happened
here today that helps that family back home in
the heartland?

The President. Well, as I said before, we’ve
got a global economy, and if we’re taking ac-
tions in isolation in the United States, but those
actions are contradicted overseas, then we’re
only going to be halfway effective, maybe not
even half. 

You’ve seen, for example, a drastic decline in
U.S. exports over the last several months. You
look at a company like Caterpillar, in my home
State of Illinois, which up until last year was do-
ing extraordinarily well; in fact, export growth
was what had sustained it even after the reces-
sion had begun. As a consequence of the world
recession, as a consequence of the contagion
from the financial markets debilitating econo-
mies elsewhere, Caterpillar is now in very bad
shape. So if we want to get Caterpillar back on
its feet, if we want to get all those export com-
panies back on their feet so that they are hiring,
putting people back to work, putting money in
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people’s pockets, we’ve got to make sure that
the global economy as a whole is successful. 

And this document, which affirms the need
for all countries to take fiscal responses that in-
crease demand, that encourages the openness
of markets, those are all going to be helpful in
us being able to fix what ails the economy back
home. All right.

Let me mix in a—Justin Webb, BBC [Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corporation]. Where’s Jus-
tin? There he is. Go ahead.

Compromise at G–20 Summit/Global Econom-
ic Stabilization

Q. Mr. President, in the spirit of openness,
with which you say you’re——

The President. Why don’t you get a micro-
phone? See, everybody is complaining.
[Laughter] I’m sure that’s all your fellow Brit-
ish journalists. [Laughter] 

Q. They’re extraordinarily well behaved,
Mr. President. [Laughter] In the spirit of
openness, with which you say you’re going to
run your administration, could you give us an
insight into an area or areas where you came to
London wanting something and you didn’t get
it, where you compromised, where you gave
something away to achieve the wider break-
through agreement?

The President. Well, I think that if you look
at the language of the document, there are
probably some areas where it wasn’t so much
of a sacrifice as it might not have been our
number-one priority, but it became clear that
it was very important to certain other actors.

I’d rather not specify what those precise
items would be, because this is a collective
document. But there’s no doubt that each
country has its own quirks and own particular
issues that a leader may decide is really, really
important, something that is nonnegotiable for
them. And what we tried to do as much as pos-
sible was to accommodate those issues in a
way that did not hamper the effectiveness of
the overall document to address what I think
are the core issues related to this crisis.

Now, keep in mind, I think that this kind of
coordination really is historic. I said in the
meeting that if you had imagined 10 years ago

or 20 years ago or 30 years ago, that you’d have
the leaders of Germany, France, China, Rus-
sia, Brazil, South Africa, a President of the
United States named Obama—[laugh-
ter]—former adversaries, in some cases for-
mer mortal enemies, negotiating this swiftly
on behalf of fixing the global economy, you
would have said that’s crazy. And yet it was
happening, and it happened with relatively lit-
tle—relatively few hiccups. And I think that’s a
testimony to the great work that Gordon
Brown did, and his team, in organizing the
summit, the collective work in our teams in
doing some good preparation, some good
ground work. So I’m very proud of what’s been
done. 

This alone is not enough. And obviously, the
actions that each of us take in our individual
countries are still absolutely vital. So we have a
set of principles, for example, around dealing
with systemic risk that I think will be very im-
portant in preventing the kinds of financial cri-
sis that we’ve seen. 

That does not entirely solve the problem of
toxic assets that are still in U.S. banks and cer-
tain British banks and certain European banks.
And how each individual nation acts to deal
with that is still going to be vitally important.
How well we execute the respective stimulus
programs around the world is going to be very
important. The quicker they are, the more ef-
fective they are at actually boosting demand,
the more all of us will benefit. The more en-
cumbered they are by bureaucracy and mis-
management and corruption, that will hamper
our development efforts as a whole.

So this is not a panacea, but it is a critical
step, and I think it lays the foundation so that,
should the actions that we’ve taken individual-
ly and collectively so far not succeed in boost-
ing global demand and growth, should you
continue to see a freezing of credit or a hemor-
rhaging of jobs around the world, I think we’ve
created a good foundation for this leadership
to come back together again and take addition-
al steps until we get it right.

Okay, Michael Shear [Washington Post].
Where’s Michael? There you go.
402



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 2
U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I wonder if you
view this trip that you’re on and the actions that
you’ve taken here at the G–20 and with the bi-
lateral meetings that you’ve had as representing
a break from the foreign policy of your prede-
cessor. And if so, could you describe where you
see and how you see the principles that guide a
different view of the world?

The President. Well, you know, I didn’t ac-
company President Bush on his various sum-
mits, so I don’t know how he was operating.
And I won’t warrant a guess on that.

I can tell you that what I’ve tried to do since I
started running for President, and since I was
sworn in as President, is to communicate the
notion that America is a critical actor and leader
on the world stage, and that we shouldn’t be
embarrassed about that, but that we exercise
our leadership best when we are listening; when
we recognize that the world is a complicated
place and that we are going to have to act in
partnership with other countries; when we lead
by example; when we show some element of
humility and recognize that we may not always
have the best answer, but we can always en-
courage the best answer and support the best
answer.

So I think that’s the approach that we’ve tried
to take in our foreign policy since my adminis-
tration came in. Now, we come in at extraordi-
narily challenging times, and yet I actually think
that that calls for this type of leadership even
more. But ultimately, we won’t know how effec-
tive we are until we look back a year from now
or 2 years from now or 3 years from now and
see if it worked. 

And what the American people care about, I
suspect, are the same thing that the British peo-
ple care about, and that is, are you putting peo-
ple back to work? Are businesses growing
again? Is business—is credit flowing again?
And, you know—and that’s just true with re-
spect to this summit. But when it comes to our
Afghanistan policy, the question is going to be,
have we made ourselves safer? Have we re-
duced the risks and incidents of terrorism? 

And so the proof of the pudding is in the eat-
ing. But hopefully, I think, at least we’ve set a

tone internationally where people
don’t—where they give us the benefit of the
doubt. They’re still going to have their interests,
and we’re going to have ours. There are going to
be tough negotiations, and sometimes we’re go-
ing to have to walk away from those negotia-
tions if we can’t arrive at a common accord.
There are going to be real dangers that can’t al-
ways be talked through and have to be ad-
dressed. But at least we can start with the no-
tion that we’re prepared to listen and to work
cooperatively with countries around the world.

All right, let me sprinkle in another—it’s got
to be an international person. All right, this
young lady right there.

Executive Compensation

Q. Mr. President, Emma Alberici from the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. At the
moment, in the U.S., the U.K., and in Australia,
executive salaries and bonuses are decided in
the boardrooms of major publicly-listed compa-
nies. Who will be making those decisions on sal-
aries and bonuses as a result of the agreement
you’ve made here today? And if it is still the
boards, will they be guided by principles or leg-
islation?

The President. The principles that we out-
lined, I think, put in place or move us in the di-
rection of what I consider to be best practices,
which is that there is some accountability with
respect to executive compensation.

Now, theoretically, that should be the share-
holders. But the way that too many corporations
have operated for too long is that you have a
CEO who basically selects his board; the board,
in a fairly cozy relationship oftentimes with the
executive, hires a executive compensation firm,
which, surprisingly, tends to think that it’s nec-
essary to retain the best talent to pay people $20
or $30 million a year; and we get into the kinds
of habits and practices that I think have not
been—have not served shareholders well, I
think, ultimately, distort the decisionmaking of
many CEOs.

When I was in the United States Senate, I ac-
tually worked on a piece of legislation that
would make the simple proposition that execu-
tive compensation should be subject to a share-
holder vote, even if it was nonbinding, so that
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there was transparency and accountability and
perhaps a shame function that would take
place. And that principle, I think, is reflected
in these guidelines.

What it says is, is that if you get sharehold-
ers involved and those shareholders are given
a set of principles and best practices by which
they can judge executive compensation, then
you can still have outsized rewards and success
for successful businesspeople, but it will be
based on not short-term performance, not 3-
month performance, not your ability to flip
quick profits off products like derivatives that
don’t turn out to be particularly productive to
the company, but based on sustained, effective
growth. And that’s what’s embodied in these
documents, and I think that you’re going to
see a lot of countries try to encourage that kind
of transparency and accountability.

It doesn’t mean the state micromanag-
ing——

[At this point, the President sneezed.]

The President. Excuse me, I’ve been fight-
ing this all week. It doesn’t mean that we want
the state dictating salaries; we don’t. We—I
strongly believe in a free-market system, and
as I think people understand in America, at
least, people don’t resent the rich; they want to
be rich. And that’s good. But we want to make
sure that there’s mechanisms in place that
holds people accountable and produces re-
sults. Okay?

Got to go back to my crew. Jake Tapper
[ABC News].

Effectiveness of G–20 Meeting

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Two ques-
tions. One, can you say with confidence that
the steps the G–20 nations are taking to-
day—committing to today will help the world
or will prevent the world to avoid a depression
or a deeper recession?

And two, your friend and ally, Prime Minis-
ter Brown, said that “the old Washington con-
sensus is over; today we have reached a new
consensus.” Is he right? And what do you think
he meant by that?

The President. In life there are no guaran-
tees, and economics there are no guarantees.
The people who thought they could provide
guarantees, many of them worked at AIG, and
it didn’t work out so well. So there are always
risks involved. 

I have no doubt, though, that the steps that
have been taken are critical to preventing us
sliding into a depression. They are bolder and
more rapid than any international response
that we’ve seen to a financial crisis in memory.
And I think that they will have a concrete ef-
fect in our ability, individually, in each nation,
to create jobs, save jobs that exist, grow the
economy, loosen up credit, restore trust and
confidence in the financial markets.

So these steps—another way of putting it is,
I think the steps in the communique were nec-
essary. Whether they’re sufficient, we’ve got to
wait and see. I’m actually confident, though,
that given the common commitment in the
United States and in the other G–20 countries
to act rapidly and boldly, that if we see other
inklings of panic in the marketplace or things
unwinding, that this group, once again, will re-
spond as needed.

So I guess maybe just to use an analogy that
was used several times in this meeting, an
analogy that I’ve used in the past: You’ve got a
sick patient; I think we applied the right medi-
cine. I think the patient is stabilized. There’s
still wounds that have to heal, and there’s still
emergencies that could arise, but I think that
you’ve got some pretty good care being ap-
plied.

You had a second, followup question?

Globalization

Q. Prime Minister Brown saying——
The President. Oh, the Washington consen-

sus. Well, the Washington consensus, as I’m
sure you’re aware, Jake, is sort of a term of art
about a certain set of policies surrounding glo-
balization and the application of a cookie-cut-
ter model to economic growth—trade liberal-
ization, deregulation—that was popular and
did help globalize and grow the economy and
was led by some of our leading economists and
policymakers in Washington. 
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I think that there’s always been a spectrum of
opinion about how unfettered the free market
is. And along that spectrum, I think there have
been some who believe in very fierce regulation
and are very suspicious of globalization, and
there are others who think that it’s always—that
the market is always king. And I think what
we’ve learned here—but if anybody had been
studying history they would have understood
earlier—is that the market is the most effective
mechanism for creating wealth and distributing
resources to produce goods and services that
history has ever known, but that it goes off the
rails sometimes, that if it’s completely unregu-
lated, that if there are no thoughtful frame-
works to channel the creative energy of the
market, that it can end up in a very bad place.

And so, in that sense, I think that we just
went through a couple of decades where there
was an artificial complacency about the dangers
of markets going off the rails. And a crisis like
this reminds us that we just have to put in some
commonsense rules of the road, without throw-
ing out the enormous benefits that globalization
have brought in terms of improving living stan-
dards, reducing the cost of goods, and bringing
the world closer together.

All right, I’ve got time for just a couple more
questions. I’m going to find a journalist
here——

[Many reporters began speaking at the same
time.]

The President. [Laughter] All right. Here,
I’m going to call on this gentleman right here.
He’s been very persistent.

Balancing Domestic and Foreign Policy Priori-
ties

Q. Excuse me. Rui Chenggang of China Cen-
tral Television. Since the world leaders have
been talking about increasing the voice and vot-
ing rights of developing countries, I would like
to ask two questions instead of just one. First
one, on behalf of China——

The President. I may choose which one I
want to answer. [Laughter] 

Q. Of course. 

The President. That’s always the danger of
asking two questions. [Laughter]

Q. First of all, you’ve had a very fruitful
meeting with our President. And during the
Clinton administration, U.S.-China relation-
ship were characterized, in Clinton’s words,
“strategic, constructive partnership.” During
the Bush era, it was—the catchphrase was
quote-unquote, “stakeholder”—the Bush ad-
ministration expects China to become a respon-
sible stakeholder in international affairs. Have
you come up with a catchphrase of your own?
And certainly, it is not the G–2, is it?

My second question is on behalf of the world.
Politics is very local, even though we’ve been
talking about global solution, as indicated by
your recent preference over American journal-
ists and British, which is okay. [Laughter] How
can you make sure that you will do whatever
you can so that that local politics will not trump
or negatively affect good international econom-
ics? Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Well, those are excellent
questions. On the first question, your American
counterparts will tell you I’m terrible with those
little catchphrases and sound bites. So I haven’t
come up with anything catchy yet, but if you
have any suggestions, let me know. [Laughter]
I’ll be happy to use them.

In terms of local politics, look, I’m the Presi-
dent of the United States. I’m not the president
of China; I’m not the president of Japan; I’m
not the president of the other participants here.
And so I have a direct responsibility to my con-
stituents to make their lives better. That’s why
they put me in there. That accounts for some of
the questions here about how concretely does
me being here help them find a job, pay for
their home, send their kids to college, live what
we call the American Dream. And I will be
judged by my effectiveness in meeting their
needs and concerns.

But in an era of integration and interdepen-
dence, it is also my responsibility to lead Ameri-
ca into recognizing that its interests, its fate is
tied up with the larger world; that if we neglect
or abandon those who are suffering in poverty,
that not only are we depriving ourselves of po-
tential opportunities for markets and economic
growth, but, ultimately, that despair may turn to
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violence that turns on us; that unless we are
concerned about the education of all children
and not just our children, not only may we be
depriving ourselves of the next great scientist
who’s going to find the next new energy source
that saves the planet, but we also may make
people around the world much more vulnera-
ble to anti-American propaganda.

So if I’m effective as America’s President
right now, part of that effectiveness involves
holding a—providing Americans insight into
how their self-interest is tied up with yours.
And that’s an ongoing project because it’s not
always obvious. 

And there are going to be times where
short-term interests are going to dif-
fer—there’s no doubt about it—and protec-
tionism is the classic example. You can make
arguments that if you can get away with pro-
tecting your markets, as long as the other folks
don’t protect theirs, then in the short term you
may benefit. And it then becomes important
not only for me to try to give people a sense of
why, over the long term, that’s counterproduc-
tive, but also it becomes important for me to
put policies in place in the United States that
provide a cushion, provide support for those
people who may suffer local dislocations be-
cause of globalization. And that’s something
that I think every government has to think
about.

There are individuals who will be harmed
by a trade deal. There are businesses who will
go out of business because of free trade. And
to the extent that a government is not there to
help them reshape their company or retrain
for the new jobs that are being created, over
time, you’re going to get people who
see—who rightly see their personal self-inter-
est in very narrow terms. Okay?

Two more questions. Jonathan Weisman
[Wall Street Journal]. 

U.S. Global Influence

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. During the
campaign you often spoke of a diminished
power and authority of the United States over
the last decade. This is your first time in an in-
ternational summit like this, and I’m wonder-
ing what evidence you saw of what you spoke

of during the campaign. And specifically, is the
declaration of the end of the Washington con-
sensus evidence of the diminished authority
that you feared was out there?

The President. Well, first of all, during the
campaign I did not say that some of that loss of
authority was inevitable. I said it was traced to
very specific decisions that the previous ad-
ministration had made that I believed had low-
ered our standing in the world. And that
wasn’t simply my opinion; that was, it turns
out, the opinion of many people around the
world. 

I would like to think that with my election
and the early decisions that we’ve made, that
you’re starting to see some restoration of
America’s standing in the world. And al-
though, as you know, I always mistrust polls,
international polls seem to indicate that you’re
seeing people more hopeful about America’s
leadership.

Now, we remain the largest economy in the
world by a pretty significant margin. We re-
main the most powerful military on Earth. Our
production of culture, our politics, our media
still have—I didn’t mean to say that with such
scorn, guys—[laughter]—you know I’m teas-
ing—still has enormous influence. And so I do
not buy into the notion that America can’t lead
in the world. I wouldn’t be here if I didn’t
think that we had important things to contrib-
ute. 

I just think in a world that is as complex as it
is, that it is very important for us to be able to
forge partnerships as opposed to simply dictat-
ing solutions. Just a—just to try to crystallize
the example, there’s been a lot of comparison
here about Bretton Woods—“oh, well, last
time you saw the entire international architec-
ture being remade.” Well, if it’s just Roosevelt
and Churchill sitting in a room with a brandy,
that’s an easier negotiation. [Laughter] But
that’s not the world we live in, and it shouldn’t
be the world that we live in.

And so that’s not a loss for America; it’s an
appreciation that Europe is now rebuilt and a
powerhouse; Japan is rebuilt, is a powerhouse;
China, India—these are all countries on the
move. And that’s good; that means there are
millions of people—billions of people—who
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are working their way out of poverty. And over
time, that potentially makes this a much more
peaceful world. 

And that’s the kind of leadership we need to
show, one that helps guide that process of or-
derly integration without taking our eyes off the
fact that it’s only as good as the benefits of indi-
vidual families, individual children. Is it giving
them more opportunity? Is it giving them a bet-
ter life? If we judge ourselves by those stan-
dards, then I think America can continue to
show leadership for a very long time.

I’m going to call one foreigner—[laugh-
ter]—actually, I’m the foreigner. That’s why I
smiled. One correspondent not from America,
and then I will——

[Many reporters began speaking at the same
time.]

The President. We’re not doing bidding here.
[Laughter] Come on. But I also want to make
sure that I’m not showing gender bias. So this
young lady right here; not you, sir, I’m sorry.

India and Pakistan

Q. Hi, Mr. President.
The President. How are you?
Q. Thank you for choosing me. I’m very well.

I’m Simrat from the Times of India.
The President. Wonderful.
Q. You met with our Prime Minister, Man-

mohan Singh. What did you—what is America
doing to help India tackle terrorism emanating
from Pakistan?

The President. Well, first of all, your Prime
Minister is a wonderful man.

Q. Thank you. I agree. [Laughter]
The President. Well——
Q. I agree. 
The President. Did you have something to do

with that, or—[laughter]. You seem to kind of
take credit for it a little bit there. [Laughter] 

Q. I’m just really proud of him, sir.
The President. Of course. You should be

proud of him. I’m teasing you.
I think he’s a very wise and decent man and

has done a wonderful job in guiding India, even
prior to being Prime Minister, along a path of

extraordinary economic growth that is a marvel,
I think, for all the world.

We did discuss the issue of terrorism. And
we discussed it not simply in terms of terrorism
emanating from Pakistan, although, obviously,
we are very concerned about extremists and ter-
rorists who have made camp in the border re-
gions of Pakistan as well as in Afghanistan. But
we spoke about it more broadly in terms of how
we can coordinate effectively on issues of coun-
terterrorism. 

We also spoke about the fact that in a nuclear
age, at a time when perhaps the greatest enemy
of both India and Pakistan should be poverty,
that it may make sense to create a more effec-
tive dialog between India and Pakistan. But ob-
viously, we didn’t go in depth into those issues. 

We talked about a whole range of other is-
sues related to, for example, energy, and how
important it is for the United States to lead by
example in reducing our carbon footprint so
that we can help to forge agreements with
countries like China and India that, on a per
capita basis, have a much smaller footprint and
so justifiably chafe at the idea that they should
have to sacrifice their development for our ef-
forts to control climate change, but also ac-
knowledging that if China and India, with their
populations, had the same energy usage as the
average American, then we would have all melt-
ed by now.

And so that was a very interesting conversa-
tion that I will be pursuing not just with India,
but, hopefully, with China and with other coun-
tries around the world. In some ways our Euro-
pean counterparts have moved more quickly
than we have on this issue. But I think even the
Europeans have recognized that it’s not easy.
It’s even harder during times of economic
downturn.

And so we’re going to have to combine the
low-hanging fruit of energy efficiency with rap-
id technological advances. And to the extent
that in some cases we can get international co-
operation and pool our scientific and technical
knowledge around things like developing coal
sequestration, for example, that can be ex-
tremely helpful. Okay?
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I’m going to call on my last American corre-
spondent, Chip [Chip Reid, CBS News]. And,
Chip, my heart goes out to you.

U.S. Role in the Global Economic Situation

Q. Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. I appreciate that.

The President. Yes. I just heard about that.
Q. Certainly there is a lot of sentiment in

G–20 countries that the United States was a
major cause of the global economic meltdown.
To what degree did that topic come up in your
discussions? Did it make it difficult for some
countries to accept advice from the United
States when they blame the United States and
its economic system for causing this in the first
place? And how do you respond to people who
do blame America?

The President. Well, you know, I don’t think
that—I think my colleagues in the G–20 were
extraordinarily gracious about my participa-
tion. I think that they continue to express the
desire to work with America, admiration about
many things American. There were occasional
comments, usually wedged into some other
topic, that indicated from their perspective
that this started in America, or this started on
Wall Street, or this started with particular
banks or companies.

Perhaps what helped was my willingness to
acknowledge that—and it’s hard to deny—that
some of this contagion did start on Wall Street.
And as I’ve said back home, as I’ve said in pub-
lic, and as I would say in private, we had a
number of firms that took wild and unjustified
risks; we had regulators that were asleep at the
switch. And it has taken an enormous toll on
the U.S. economy and has spread to the world
economy.

Now, I think that part of the reason people
didn’t give me too hard a time is because if you
look at European banks or Asian banks, that
they’ve had their own issues both in the past
and in the future. And I think there was a very
constructive discussion about the fact that, giv-
en global financial flows, that unless we’ve got
much more effective coordinated regulatory
strategies, supervision, standards, that these
problems will appear again.

Money is—can move around the globe in a
second. And it will seek out the highest re-
turns, and if those highest returns end up be-
ing built on a house of cards, then we’re going
to be seeing another threat to the world finan-
cial system wherever that house of cards might
be.

And so, overall, I think there was an extraor-
dinarily constructive approach among all the
leaders. I was very impressed with them. I’m
very grateful to them. And I’m excited about
the ability not just to help heal this economy
but also to make progress on a sustainable
model of economic growth that relies less on a
cycle of bubble and bust, something that I’ve
spoken about back home.

All right? Thank you, everybody. Appreciate
it. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 6:44 p.m. at the ExCeL centre. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Secretary of
the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner; Prime
Minister Gordon Brown of the United King-
dom; President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Rus-
sia; President Hu Jintao of China; President
Lee Myung-bak of South Korea; and King Ab-
dallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Ara-
bia.

Message to the Senate Transmitting an Annex to the Protocol on
Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty
April 2, 2009 

To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit

herewith Annex VI on Liability Arising From
Environmental Emergencies to the Protocol
on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic
Treaty (Annex VI), adopted on June 14, 2005,
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at the twenty-eighth Antarctic Treaty Consulta-
tive Meeting held in Stockholm, Sweden. I also
transmit for the information of the Senate the
report of the Department of State, which in-
cludes an Overview of Annex VI. 

The Protocol on Environmental Protection
to the Antarctic Treaty (the “Protocol”) togeth-
er with its Annexes I–IV, adopted at Madrid on
October 4, 1991, and Annex V to the Protocol,
adopted at Bonn on October 17, 1991, received
the advice and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion on October 7, 1992, and entered into force
for the United States on January 14, 1998, and
May 24, 2002, respectively. 

In Article 16 of the Protocol, the Parties un-
dertook to elaborate, in one or more Annexes,
rules and procedures relating to liability for
damage arising from activities taking place in
the Antarctic Treaty area and covered by the
Protocol. Annex VI sets forth rules and proce-
dures relating to liability arising from the failure
of operators in the Antarctic to respond to envi-
ronmental emergencies. 

I believe Annex VI to be fully in the U.S. in-
terest. Its provisions advance the U.S. goals of
protecting the environment of Antarctica, es-
tablishing incentives for Antarctic operators to
act responsibly, and providing for the reim-
bursement of costs incurred by the United
States Government when it responds to envi-
ronmental emergencies caused by others. 

As the report of the Department of State ex-
plains, Annex VI will require implementing leg-
islation, which will be submitted separately to
the Congress for its consideration. 

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to Annex VI and give its
advice and consent to ratification. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
April 2, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 3.

The President’s News Conference With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France
in Strasbourg, France
April 3, 2009

President Sarkozy. Ladies and gentlemen,
we apologize for this delay. While we have in-
troduction, I will be very brief.

We have reviewed a certain number of is-
sues—Afghanistan, NATO, Iran, Russia, Mid-
dle East—and I think—and I stand to be cor-
rected by the U.S. President, but I think I can
say that there is a total identity of views be-
tween us, convergence of views.

Insofar as I’m speaking just after the G–20
summit, I would like to say to Barack Obama
just how delighted I’ve been to be able to work
hand in hand with him. I want to tell him how
much I appreciate his openmindedness and his
clear determination to build a new world. And I
can say that at this summit there have been no
winners, there have been no losers. There were
20 leaders, of course, the leader of the world’s
number one power, the USA, who shouldered
their responsibilities, squared up to their re-
sponsibilities, and that all goes well for the

months and years to come. We have a hell of a
lot of work ahead of us, because there’s a hell of
a lot of problems we need to deal with.

But for us this is a source of optimism to be
able to work with an American administration
that is clearly determined to listen to its friends
and allies and to solve the problems, buckle
down and solve the problems.

So, Barack, welcome to France. Thank you.
And I really look forward to the weeks to come,
because we’re going to take a lot of initiatives;
the world needs us to do so.

President Obama. Well, thank you so much
for the extraordinary hospitality. And it is thrill-
ing to be part of what is a true celebration:
France, which is the United States oldest ally,
our first ally, once again taking an extraordinary
leadership role in NATO, thanks to the greatest
leadership of President Sarkozy.

He’s courageous on so many fronts, it’s hard
to keep up. And the energy that he has brought
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to foreign affairs is something that I think
we’ve all benefited from. So I’m grateful to his
partnership. Had it not been for much of his
leadership, I think what emerged from the
summit would not have been as significant as it
was.

On the issues that we discussed—whether
it’s Afghanistan, Iran, Russia—he is continual-
ly showing initiative, imagination, creativity in
trying to solve problems that have been there
for a very long time. And America is not only
grateful for the friendship with France, but I
personally am grateful to the friendship that
we’ve developed, one that lasts before either
of us—that actually developed before either of
us were even elected to office. And it has only
grown stronger since.

So this has been a very productive conversa-
tion. I look forward to further productive con-
versations this evening and tomorrow, sur-
rounding NATO’s mission. And I’m confident
that when the United States and France are
acting in concert, that the prospects for peace
and prosperity around the world are strength-
ened.

With that, why don’t we take a couple of
questions? Do you want to go first?

President Sarkozy. Of course, I wish to wel-
come Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Kouchner.

France’s Role in NATO

Q. Mr. President, you explained to the
French that the return of France to the mili-
tary and to greater structures of NATO would
be offset by enhanced European defense.
Have you got guarantees from President
Obama, for instance, on the emergence of a
planning—autonomous planning unit?

And, Mr. President, will you accept the idea
of European pillar, a European caucus with
NATO?

President Sarkozy. Well, you know, I’ve al-
ways been convinced that France and the
United States belong to the same family. You
know, we’re in Strasbourg here. I am enam-
ored of history, and I say to the French, never
forget what American democracy did for us.
On the 6th of June next, the two of us will be
walking on the Normandy landing beaches in
order to pay tribute to those young Americans

who died—fought and died for us, who our
children are the same age as they were.

Now, I don’t need this kind of rapport with
President Obama. I trust him. I don’t need
guarantees. I trust him, I trust his word, and I
trust his intelligence. He doesn’t need me in
order to understand that a strong Europe, a
strong Europe of defense, is the best guaran-
tee for the U.S.A. President Obama’s America
doesn’t want weak allies. They want strong al-
lies who face up to their responsibilities. And
we’ve been discussing this for a long time.

But this hasn’t been a negotiation, a bar-
gaining round. It—we have a shared vision of
the world. We don’t want to impose our values
on anybody. But we don’t want anybody, any-
where in the world to prevent us from believ-
ing in our principles.

And a word to the French. It’s extraordi-
nary, you know, for years now we’ve been
sending soldiers to fight under the NATO flag,
and yet we have not had anyone participating
in those committees that actually lay down the
strategy. Now, I wanted to be—I’ve shoul-
dered the responsibility of my choices. NATO
has been around for 60 years. And if there is
peace and peace has prevailed, it is no coinci-
dence; it is because we have worked together
with our allies, and the first and foremost be-
ing the United States, who know perfectly well
that France and other allies, this Europe of de-
fense, it will comprise allies and friends, long-
standing strong allies and friends.

President Obama. Now, let me just respond
to your question very quickly.

NATO is the most successful alliance in
modern history. And the basic premise of
NATO was that Europe’s security was the
United States security and vice versa. That’s its
central tenet; that is a pillar of American for-
eign policy that has been unchanging over the
last 60 years. It is something that I am here to
affirm. And with France’s reintegration into
the highest command structures of NATO,
that principle will continue to be upheld.

I want to echo what President Sarkozy just
said. We want strong allies. We would like to
see Europe have much more robust defense
capabilities. That’s not something we
discourage. We’re not looking to be the patron
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of Europe. We’re looking to be partners with
Europe. And the more capable they are
defensively, the more we can act in concert on
the shared challenges that we face.

And so, you know, one of my messages to our
NATO allies is going to be, the more capability
we see here in Europe, the happier the United
States will be, the more effective we will be in
coordinating our activities. Okay?

Holly Bailey [Newsweek].

Guantanamo Bay Detainees

Q. Thank you so much. You mentioned earli-
er, President Sarkozy, talking about having
strong allies that own up to responsibilities. You
know, President Obama has vowed to close
Guantanamo Bay in the next year or so. Would
you be willing to take some of the prisoners
from there?

And, President Obama, have you addressed
this issue with him?

President Sarkozy. Well, there again, you
know, I believe democracy makes it incumbent
upon heads of state to speak the truth and to
live up to what they say. I am a longstanding
friend of the United States. But Guantanamo
was not in keeping with U.S. values, at least
with my perception of what American values
were and are. And I was proud and happy that
the United States should have taken the deci-
sion that we were hoping for, which was to close
down that base; we all were, here in Europe.

My deeply held belief is that you don’t com-
bat terrorists with terrorist methods. You com-
bat them with the methods and the weapons of
democracy. Now, having said that—and I have
said that—if then the President of the United
States says, I’m going to close down Guantana-
mo, but I need my allies to take one, in this par-
ticular instance, this one person into our pris-
ons, because this is going to help me, the U.S.
President, to shut down this base, if we are con-
sistent, then we say yes; otherwise we’re incon-
sistent. We can’t condemn the United States to
have this camp and then simply wash our hands
of the whole business when they close it down.
That’s not what being an ally, a friend, means,
let alone standing up for what we believe in.

France’s word is France’s bond. We have
conducted a line which is strong, honest, and in

keeping with democracy, which is what our
American friends are doing. Yes, we talked
about it. And what I have said in my response is
honest and consistent, and that’s the way I wish
you to see France, honest and consistent.

President Obama. President Sarkozy has
been honest, has been consistent. I made the
decision to close Guantanamo because I do not
think it makes America safer. In doing so, I’ve
been very clear that we’re going to do it careful-
ly; we’re going to do it thoughtfully. And in or-
der to do it carefully and thoughtfully, we are
going to consult with our allies, and, in certain
cases, we’re going to need help with detainees
that may still pose a risk but we may not be able
to repatriate to their countries of origin.

And so we have had this discussion. We don’t
have detailed announcements to make. I just
want to express my appreciation to President
Sarkozy for being good to his word, as he always
is.

Russia/Iran

Q. Christian Mallard. A question to both
Presidents. Would you agree to have the Rus-
sians join European defense system? And are
you expecting the Russians really to exert tough
pressures upon Iran to stop their military nucle-
ar program?

President Obama. Why don’t I go first on
this? I had a terrific meeting, a bilateral meet-
ing, during the summit with President Medve-
dev. I think there is a great potential to improve
U.S.-Russian relations. I think that it is impor-
tant for NATO allies to engage Russia and to
recognize that they have legitimate interests. In
some cases we’ve got common interests, but we
also have some core disagreements.

I think that we should be in a dialog with
them about how we can maintain stability while
respecting the autonomy and independence of
all countries in Europe, west, east, central,
wherever they are.

I was a critic of the Russian invasion of Geor-
gia. I continue to believe that despite the ex-
traordinary efforts of President Sarkozy to bro-
ker a cease-fire that we have not seen a stabili-
zation of that situation. And I think that we have
to send a very clear message to Russia that we
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want to work with them, but that we can’t go
back to the old ways of doing business.

I do believe that the United States and Rus-
sia, the Europeans and the United States, all
have an interest in preventing Iran from ob-
taining a nuclear weapon, and that there
should be a mechanism that respects Iran’s
sovereignty and allows them to develop peace-
ful nuclear energy, but draws a clear line that
we cannot have a nuclear arms race in the
Middle East.

I brought this up in my conversations with
President Medvedev, and it will be an ongoing
topic of our bilateral negotiations. We’re very
excited about working with France and other
countries to arrive at a position with respect to
Iran that invites them into responsible mem-
bership in the international community, but
also makes clear that they’ve got to act in ways
that responsible members—what’s expected of
them, that they meet those standards.

President Sarkozy. Very simply, I have al-
ways said to President Medvedev that the days
of the USSR are over, that the Berlin Wall had
come down, and that around Russia there
were no satellite states any longer, and that he
needed to respect that.

But by the same token, with the problems
the world faces today, we’re not going to rein-
vent the cold war. So it’s excellent news, this
proposal that President Obama has made to
reengage with President Medvedev, to come
up with new agreements between Russia and
the United States. We don’t need—the last
thing we need is a new cold war. We need the
world getting together; we need the world to
unite. And we need Russia to shoulder its re-
sponsibilities—because it is a great country, a
great power—to help us find a solution to the
Iranian crisis.

So there again I think I can say that France
and the United States are on the same—work-
ing on the same page. We are not against Rus-
sia. I mean, the Warsaw Pact is way behind us.
We want to work with anyone who’s prepared
to work with us, very honestly, very openly, to
have a security zone or area and, I hope very
shortly between Europe and Russia, a com-
mon economic space.

Yes.

North Korea/Military Operations in Afghani-
stan/France’s Role in Afghanistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. As you just
said, you’ve tried to take a step forward this
week with Russia in trying to take nuclear war-
heads out there and make it safer around the
world. North Korea seems to be going in the
other direction. Do you have a message or
maybe even a warning to North Korea about
what consequences they’ll face if they go
ahead with this missile test?

And, President Sarkozy, you spoke about
honesty and consistency, and you’re about to
reenter NATO as a military partner. I wonder
what you say to the President’s message about
bringing troops forward, maybe military train-
ing, helping in Afghanistan.

President Obama. We have made very clear
to the North Koreans that their missile launch
is provocative, it puts enormous strains on the
six-party talks, and that they should stop the
launch. The response so far from the North
Koreans has been not just unhelpful, but has
resorted to the sort of language that has led to
North Korea’s isolation in the international
community for a very long time.

It is not just us that has said that North Ko-
rea should not launch. Japan, Korea, Russia,
China, the other members of the six-party
talks have all indicated that this launch should
not go forward. And so should North Korea
decide to take this action, we will work with all
interested parties in the international commu-
nity to take appropriate steps to let North Ko-
rea know that it can’t threaten the safety and
security of other countries with impunity.

Now, just one last thing I want to say. I
think that France has already been a stalwart
ally when it comes to Afghanistan. So we dis-
cussed the possibilities of all the NATO allies
reengaging in a more effective mission in Af-
ghanistan, which is military, diplomatic, deals
with the development needs of both Pakistan
and India. So it’s not just a matter of more re-
sources, it’s also a matter of more effectively
using the resources we have.

And on this, I think, once again, France and
the United States are on the same page. But I
just wanted to—before Nicolas answered the
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question directed at him, I just wanted to pub-
licly thank and praise France once again for its
outstanding leadership when it comes to Af-
ghanistan. I’ve not had to drag France kicking
and screaming into Afghanistan, because
France recognizes that having Al Qaida operate
safe havens that can be used to launch attacks is
a threat not just to the United States, but to Eu-
rope. In fact, it is probably more likely that Al
Qaida would be able to launch a serious terror-
ist attack in Europe than in the United States
because of proximity. And so this is not an
American mission, this is a NATO mission, this
is an international mission. And France has al-
ways understood that, and for that I am very
grateful.

President Sarkozy. Well, we totally endorse
and support America’s new strategy in Afghani-
stan. And I want to say to my fellow Frenchmen
that when New York was crucified, this could
have happened in any other capital city of any
democratic state. It wasn’t New York that was
being targeted, it was democracies at large.
Now, either we as democracies stand by our al-
lies in the face of extremists and terrorists and
fanatics—and we will win. And that is what is at
stake there. Secondly, this is something we talk-
ed about with President Obama, there will be
no extra troops, French troops, because the de-
cision to step up our troop presence was taken
already last year. Thirdly, we are prepared to do
more in terms of police, of the gendarmes, the
military police, in terms of economic aid, in or-
der to train Afghans and Afghanize Afghanistan.
We are not waging a war against Afghanistan;
we are helping Afghanistan rebuild. We don’t

support any given candidate; we support the
right of young Afghans to look to a future, to
have a future.

And on this, as on other matters, we sat
down, we talked, I listened to President Obama,
he listened to my problems and issues, and we
tried to find solutions. That is exactly how we
proceeded, that is how we intend to proceed.
We will continue to work that way. And I would
like to say all French men and women who are
proud and happy that the President of the Unit-
ed States should be standing here in our coun-
try—and he’ll be returning on the sixth of
June—and that we will welcome him magnifi-
cently in this Normandy, where there are so
many young men from your country who are
buried.

But people must regain confidence. We are
aware of the difficulties. We know what the dif-
ficulties are. We know that we need global re-
sponses, respond together to these issues. And
it feels really good to be able to work with a
U.S. President who wants to change the world
and who understands that the world does not
boil down to simply American frontiers and
borders. And that is a hell of a good piece of
news for 2009.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:15 p.m. at Palais Rohan. President Sarkozy
referred to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton; and Minister of Foreign and European
Affairs Bernard Kouchner of France. President
Sarkozy and a reporter spoke in French, and
their remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Strasbourg
April 3, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. Good af-
ternoon. Bon apres-midi and guten tag. It is a
great honor for me to be here in Europe, to be
here in Strasbourg. I want to make just a few
acknowledgements. I want to thank the Presi-
dent of France, Nicolas Sarkozy, for being such

a terrific friend. I want to thank his wife, Mad-
am Sarkozy. They just hosted us at the palace
and could not have been more gracious.

I want to thank the Charge d’Affaires, Mark
Pekala, and his wife Maria, who were helping to
organize this; Vincent Carver, who’s the
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Counsel General in Strasbourg. And I want to
thank the mayor of Strasbourg, Roland Ries,
for his hospitality.

It is wonderful to be here with all of you and
to have an opportunity not only to speak to
you, but also to take some questions. You
know, oftentimes during these foreign trips
you see everything from behind a window, and
what we thought was important was for me to
have an opportunity to not only speak with
you, but also to hear from you, because that’s,
ultimately, how we can learn about each other.
But before I take some questions, I hope you
don’t mind me making a few remarks about
my country and yours, the relationship be-
tween the United States and the relationship
between Europe.

Strasbourg has been known throughout his-
tory as a city at the crossroads. Over thousands
of years, you straddled many kingdoms and
many cultures. Two rivers are joined here.
Two religions have flourished in your church-
es. Three languages comprise an ancient oath
that bears the city’s name. You’ve served as a
center of industry and commerce, a seat of
government and education, where Goethe
studied and Pasteur taught and Gutenberg
imagined his printing press.

So it’s fitting, because we find ourselves at a
crossroads as well—all of us—for we’ve ar-
rived at a moment where each nation and ev-
ery citizen must choose at last how we respond
to a world that has grown smaller and more
connected than at any time in its existence. 

We’ve known for a long time that the revo-
lutions in communications and technology that
took place in the 20th century would hold out
enormous promise for the 21st century, the
promise of broader prosperity and mobility, of
new breakthroughs and discoveries that could
help us lead richer and fuller lives. But the
same forces that have brought us closer to-
gether have also given rise to new dangers that
threaten to tear our world apart, dangers that
cannot be contained by the nearest border or
the furthest ocean.

Even with the cold war now over, the
spread of nuclear weapons or the theft of nu-
clear material could lead to the extermination
of any city on the planet. And this weekend in

Prague, I will lay out an agenda to seek the
goal of a world without nuclear weapons.

We also know that the pollution from cars in
Boston or from factories in Beijing are melting
the ice caps in the Arctic and that that will dis-
rupt weather patterns everywhere. The terror-
ists who struck in London, in New York, plot-
ted in distant caves and simple apartments
much closer to your home. And the reckless
speculation of bankers that has new fueled a
global economic downturn that’s inflicting
pain on workers and families is happening ev-
erywhere all across the globe.

The economic crisis has proven the fact of
our interdependence in the most visible way
yet. Not more than a generation ago, it would
have been difficult to imagine that the inability
of somebody to pay for a house in Florida
could contribute to the failure of the banking
system in Iceland. Today, what’s difficult to
imagine is that we did not act sooner to shape
our future.

Now, there’s plenty of blame to go around
for what has happened, and the United States
certainly shares its—shares blame for what has
happened. But every nation bears responsibili-
ty for what lies ahead, especially now. For
whether it’s the recession or climate change,
or terrorism or drug trafficking, poverty or the
proliferation of nuclear weapons, we have
learned that without a doubt, there’s no quar-
ter of the globe that can wall itself off from the
threats of the 21st century.

The one way forward, the only way forward,
is through a common and persistent effort to
combat fear and want wherever they exist.
That is the challenge of our time, and we can
not fail to meet it together.

Now, we take for granted the peace of a Eu-
rope that’s united, but for centuries, Stras-
bourg has been attacked and occupied and
claimed by the warring nations of this conti-
nent. Now, today in this city, the presence of
the European Parliament and the Council of
Europe stand as symbols of a Europe that is
united, peaceful, and free.

Now, we take this peace and prosperity for
granted, but this destination was not easily
reached, nor was it predestined. The buildings
that are now living monuments to European
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union—unity were not drawn from simple blue-
prints. They were born out of the blood of the
first half of the 20th century and the resolve of
the second. Men and women had to have the
imagination to see a better future and the cour-
age to reach for it. Europeans and Americans
had to have the sense of common purpose to
join one another and the patience and the per-
sistence to see a long twilight struggle through.

It was 61 years ago this April that a Marshall
plan to rebuild Europe helped to deliver hope
to a continent that had been decimated by war.
Amid the ashes and the rubble that surrounded
so many cities like this one, America joined with
you in an unprecedented effort that secured a
lasting prosperity not just in Europe, but
around the world, on both sides of the Atlantic.

One year later, exactly 60 years ago tomor-
row, we ensured our shared security when 12 of
our nations signed a treaty in Washington that
spelled out a simple agreement: An attack on
one would be viewed as an attack on all. With-
out firing a single shot, this alliance would pre-
vent the Iron Curtain from descending on the
free nations of Western Europe. It would lead
eventually to the crumbling of a wall in Berlin
and the end of the Communist threat. Two de-
cades later, with 28 member nations that
stretched from the Baltic to the Mediterranean,
NATO remains the strongest alliance that the
world has ever known.

At the crossroads where we stand today, this
shared history gives us hope, but it must not
give us rest. This generation cannot stand still.
We cannot be content merely to celebrate the
achievements of the 20th century or enjoy the
comforts of the 21st century. We must learn
from the past to build on its success. We must
renew our institutions, our alliances. We must
seek the solutions to the challenges of this
young century. This is our generation. This is
our time. And I am confident that we can meet
any challenge as long as we are together.

Now, such an effort is never easy. It’s always
harder to forge true partnerships and sturdy al-
liances than to act alone or to wait for the action
of somebody else. It’s more difficult to break
down walls of division than to simply allow our
differences to build and our resentments to fes-
ter. So we must be honest with ourselves. In re-

cent years, we’ve allowed our alliance to drift. I
know that there have been honest disagree-
ments over policy, but we also know that there’s
something more that has crept into our rela-
tionship. In America, there’s a failure to appre-
ciate Europe’s leading role in the world. Instead
of celebrating your dynamic union and seeking
to partner with you to meet common challeng-
es, there have been times where America has
shown arrogance and been dismissive, even de-
risive.

But in Europe, there is an anti-Americanism
that is at once casual but can also be insidious.
Instead of recognizing the good that America so
often does in the world, there have been times
where Europeans choose to blame America for
much of what’s bad. On both sides of the Atlan-
tic, these attitudes have become all too com-
mon. They are not wise. They do not represent
the truth. They threaten to widen the divide
across the Atlantic and leave us both more iso-
lated. They fail to acknowledge the fundamen-
tal truth that America cannot confront the chal-
lenges of this century alone, but that Europe
cannot confront them without America.

So I’ve come to Europe this week to renew
our partnership, one in which America listens
and learns from our friends and allies, but
where our friends and allies bear their share of
the burden. Together, we must forge common
solutions to our common problems.

So let me say this as clearly as I can: America
is changing, but it cannot be America alone that
changes. We are confronting the greatest eco-
nomic crisis since World War II. The only way
to confront this unprecedented crisis is through
unprecedented coordination. Over the last few
days, I believe that we have begun that effort.

The G–20 summit in London was a success
of nations coming together, working out their
differences, and moving boldly forward. All of
us are moving aggressively to restore growth
and lending. All of us have agreed to the most
substantial overhaul of our international finan-
cial system in a generation. No one is exempt.
No more will the world’s financial players be
able to make risky bets at the expense of ordi-
nary people. Those days are over. We are usher-
ing a new era of responsibility, and that is some-
thing we should all be proud of.
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As we take these steps, we also affirm that
we must not erect new barriers to commerce,
that trade wars have no victors. We can’t give
up on open markets, even as we work to en-
sure that trade is both free and fair. We cannot
forget how many millions that trade has lifted
out of poverty and into the middle class. We
can’t forget that part of the freedom that our
nations stood for throughout the cold war was
the opportunity that comes from free enter-
prise and individual liberty.

I know it can be tempting to turn inward,
and I understand how many people and na-
tions have been left behind by the global econ-
omy. And that’s why the United States is lead-
ing an effort to reach out to people around the
world who are suffering to provide them im-
mediate assistance and to extend support for
food security that will help them lift them-
selves out of poverty.

All of us must join together in this effort,
not just because it is right, but because by pro-
viding assistance to those countries most in
need, we will provide new markets, we will
drive the growth of the future that lifts all of us
up. So it’s not just charity; it’s a matter of un-
derstanding that our fates are tied together,
not just the fate of Europe and America, but
the fate of the entire world.

And as we restore our common prosperity,
we must stand up for our common security. As
we meet here today, NATO is still embarked
on its first mission overseas in Afghanistan,
and my administration has just completed a re-
view of our policy in that region. Now, I un-
derstand that this war has been long. Our allies
have already contributed greatly to this en-
deavor. You’ve sent your sons and daughters to
fight alongside ours, and we honor and respect
their service and sacrifice.

And I also know that there’s some who have
asked questions about why are we still in Af-
ghanistan? What does this mean? What’s its
purpose? Understand, we would not deploy
our own troops if this mission was not indis-
pensable to our common security. As Presi-
dent, I can tell you there’s no decision more
difficult, there’s no duty more painful, than
signing a letter to the family of somebody who
has died in war.

So I understand that there is doubt about
this war in Europe. There’s doubt at times
even in the United States. But know this: The
United States of America did not choose to
fight a war in Afghanistan. We were attacked
by an Al Qaida network that killed thousands
on American soil, including French and Ger-
mans. Along the border of Afghanistan and
Pakistan, those terrorists are still plotting to-
day. And they’re—if there is another Al Qaida
attack, it is just as likely, if not more, that it will
be here in Europe, in a European city.

So I’ve made a commitment to Afghanistan,
and I’ve asked our NATO partners for more
civilian and military support and assistance.
We do this with a clear purpose: to root out
the terrorists who threaten all of us, to train
the Afghan people to sustain their own securi-
ty and to help them advance their own oppor-
tunity, and to quicken the day when our troops
come home.

We have no interest in occupying Afghani-
stan. We have more than enough to do in re-
building America. But this is a mission that
tests whether nations can come together in
common purpose on behalf of our common se-
curity. That’s what we did together in the 20th
century. And now we need an alliance that is
even stronger than when it brought down a
mighty wall in Berlin.

That’s why we applaud France’s decision to
expand and deepen its participation in NATO,
just as we support a strong European defense.
That’s why we welcome Croatia and Albania
into the fold. And that is why we must ensure
that NATO is equipped and capable of facing
down the threats and challenges of this new
age. This is one of our central tasks.

And we also know that in the 21st century,
security is more complex than military power.
This is the generation that must also stop the
spread of the pollution that is slowly killing our
planet, from shrinking coastlines and devastat-
ing storms to widespread misery of famine and
drought. The effects of climate change are
now in plain sight.

Europe has acted with a seriousness of pur-
pose that this challenge demands. And in the
last few months, I’m proud to say that America
has begun to take unprecedented steps to
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transform the way that we use energy. We’ve
appointed a special envoy to help us lead a glob-
al effort to reduce the carbon that we send in
the atmosphere.

But we all know that time is running out. And
that means that America must do more. Europe
must do more. China and India must do more.
Rolling back the tide of a warming planet is a
responsibility that we have to ourselves, to our
children, and all of those who will inherit God’s
creation long after we are gone. So let us meet
that responsibility together. I am confident that
we can meet it. But we have to begin today.
And let us resolve that when future generations
look back on ours, they will be able to say that
we did our part to make this world more peace-
ful.

It’s perhaps the most difficult work of all to
resolve age-old conflicts, to heal ancient ha-
treds, to dissolve the lines of suspicion between
religions and cultures, and people who may not
look like us or have the same faith that we do or
come from the same place. But just because it’s
difficult does not make the work any less impor-
tant. It does not absolve us from trying. 

And to that end, America will sustain our ef-
fort to forge and secure a lasting peace between
the Israelis and the Palestinians. I’ve sent a
clear message to the leaders and peoples of Iran
that while we have real differences, we also
have mutual interests, and we seek new engage-
ment based on mutual respect. And it is in that
spirit that America and Europe must reach out
to the vast majority of Muslims in our nations
and in all nations who seek only hope of peace
and partnership and the opportunity of a better
life.

We cannot simply solve these conflicts mili-
tarily. We have to open our minds, and we have
to open our hearts to the differences among us
and the commonalities between us. With every
threat that we face, a new day is possible. We
can’t get there alone. As it was in the darkest
days after World War II, when a continent lay
in ruins and an atomic cloud had settled over
the world, we must make the journey together.

We know that transformational change is
possible. We know this because of three rea-
sons. First, because, for all our differences,
there are certain values that bind us together

and reveal our common humanity: the universal
longing to live a life free from fear and free
from want, a life marked by dignity and respect
and simple justice.

Our two republics were founded in service of
these ideals. In America, it is written into our
founding documents as “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness,” in France, “liberte”—[ap-
plause]—absolutely—“egalite, fraternite.” Our
moral authority is derived from the fact that
generations of our citizens have fought and bled
to uphold these values in our nations and oth-
ers.

And that’s why we can never sacrifice them
for expedience’s sake. That’s why I’ve ordered
the closing of the detention center in Guantana-
mo Bay. That’s why I can stand here today and
say without equivocation or exception that the
United States of America does not and will not
torture.

The second way that we can turn challenge
into opportunity is through our persistence in
the face of difficulty. In an age of instant gratifi-
cation, it’s tempting to believe that every prob-
lem can and should be solved in a span of a
week. When these problems aren’t solved, we
conclude that our efforts to solve them must
have been in vain. But that’s not how progress is
made. Progress is slow. It comes in fits and
starts, because we try and we fail, and then we
try something else. And when there are set-
backs and disappointments we keep going. We
hold firm to our core values, and we hold firm
to our faith in one another.

The third reason we know that we can
change this world is because of men and wom-
en like the young people who are here today.
Each time we find ourselves at a crossroads,
paralyzed by worn debates and stale thinking,
the old ways of doing things, a new generation
rises up and shows the way forward. As Robert
Kennedy once told a crowd of students in South
Africa: “It is a revolutionary world that we live
in, and thus, it is young people who must take
the lead.” Because young people are unbur-
dened by the biases or prejudices of the past.
That is a great privilege of youth. But it’s also a
tremendous responsibility because it is you who
must, ultimately, decide what we do with this
incredible moment in history.
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We’ve just emerged from an era marked by
irresponsibility, and it would be easy to choose
the path of selfishness or apathy, of blame or
division. But that is a danger that we cannot af-
ford. The challenges are too great. It is a revo-
lutionary world that we live in, and history
shows us that we can do improbable, some-
times impossible things. We stand here in a
city that used to stand at the center of Europe-
an conflict, only now it is the center of Euro-
pean union. We did that together. Now we
must not give up on one another. We must re-
new this relationship for a new generation, in a
new century. We must hold firm to our com-
mon values, hold firm to our faith in one an-
other. Together, I’m confident that we can
achieve the promise of a new day. [Applause]

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank
you very much. Please, everybody have a seat.
So the way this works—do we have micro-
phones in the audience? Yes? So just raise
your hand if you want a question, and I will
call on you. I think we have some translators.
If you want to speak French or German, my
French and German are terrible. But we have
people who speak very good French and very
good German who will translate your question
and translate my answer. And I will try to get
as many questions as I can get in, in the re-
maining 20 minutes or so that we have.

And I will start with this young lady right
here. Yes, you, right there. [Laughter] Please
introduce yourself. Hold on, I can’t hear you
yet. Can we increase the sound on the mike?
Let’s try again. There.

The President’s Agenda

Q. Hi, Mr. President. My name is—[inaudi-
ble]—I’m originally from San Francisco, but
I’ve been living—[inaudible]—in Germany.

The President. Oh, I called on—now, I just
want to say I did not call on the American on
purpose. [Laughter]

Q. [Inaudible]—in the first hundred days of
your job. I would ask, Mr. President, if you
would look forward and envision the future,
and I would like to know what you envision
your legacy or the legacy of your administra-
tion to be when your presidency is over.

The President. Well, after only 2 months,
that’s kind of a big question. [Laughter] But
here’s what I would like to see. And, look, you
aim high knowing that you’ll make mistakes
and sometimes you’ll fall short.

Number one, my first task is to restore the
economy of the United States, but, in concert
with other nations, to restore global economic
growth. That’s my number one task, because
we are going through the worst crisis since the
1930s.

That means that not only do we have to fix
the banking system, put commonsense regula-
tions in place to prevent a crisis like this from
ever happening again, making sure that we are
keeping trade relationships between countries
open, but it also means helping developing
countries and poor countries who, through no
fault of their own, have been devastated by
this crisis, and if we allow them to collapse
will, ultimately, be a drag on our ability to
prosper.

Now, emerging markets have actually been
the drivers of economic growth over the last
several years. I mean, if we can get millions of
Chinese to prosper, that is ultimately good for
us. If we can get all the Indians in poverty to
suddenly be able to buy a refrigerator or send
their children to college that will raise every-
body’s living standards, because those will be
enormous new markets for all of us.

So what I want to be able to do is not only
fix the immediate crisis, but, working in part-
nership with other countries, create a path for
sustainable, responsible growth. And I think
we can do that. There are a lot of people who
benefit from globalization, but there are also
people who have been harmed by globaliza-
tion. Globalization in and of itself can be good,
but it can also be destructive.

If we create the right framework so that
what happened in the banking system can’t
happen again, then globalization can be good
for everybody and lift everybody’s living stan-
dards up. And by the way, history has shown us
that we are most vulnerable to war and conflict
when people are desperate economically. And
nobody knows that history more than Europe.
So that would be number one.
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Number two is I would like to be able to say
that as a consequence of my work, that we dras-
tically lessened the threat of not only terrorism
but also nuclear terrorism. And we can’t reduce
the threat of a nuclear weapon going off unless
those who possess the most nuclear weapons,
the United States and Russia, take serious steps
to actually reduce our stockpiles.

So we are going to—so we want to pursue
that vigorously in the years ahead. And I had a
excellent meeting with President Medvedev of
Russia to get started that process of reducing
our nuclear stockpiles, which will then give us
greater moral authority to say to Iran, don’t de-
velop a nuclear weapon, to say to North Korea,
don’t proliferate nuclear weapons.

In my own country, what I think is very im-
portant is that we finally get a health care sys-
tem that is reliable and cost-effective. That’s
something that—you know, that’s a social safety
net that exits in almost all of Europe that
doesn’t exist in the United States. You have mil-
lions of people who work hard every single day,
but if they get sick they could potentially lose
everything. And in a country as wealthy as ours,
that’s not acceptable to me.

So we are going to work hard to make sure
that we have a health care system that won’t be
identical to what you have in Europe—each
country has its own traditions and approach-
es—but that provides people quality, afford-
able, accessible health care.

And then, I would like to see us in the United
States take the lead on a new approach to ener-
gy, because none of the developed countries are
going to be able to sustain their growth if we
don’t start using energy differently, and the
world cannot survive all countries using energy
in the same ways that we use it.

I was meeting with the Indian Prime Minis-
ter yesterday after the summit—a very good
and wise man, Prime Minister Singh—and he
was talking about how Indian growth rates have
gone up 9 percent every year. They need to
grow at that pace in order to bring hundreds of
millions of people in their country out of abject
poverty, desperate poverty. Right? They have to
grow at a rapid pace.

Now, he actually is committed to working to-
wards dealing with the climate change issue,

but he made a very simple point—which is a
point that I understood before the meeting and
all of us should not forget—and that is that you
cannot expect poor countries, or relatively poor
countries, to be partners with us on climate
change if we are not taking the lead, given that
our carbon footprint is many times more than
theirs per capita. I mean, each one of us in the
developed world, I don’t care how environmen-
tally conscious you are, how green you are—I’m
sure there are some green folks here——

Audience member. Yes!
The President. Yes! I don’t care how green

you are, you are—you have a much bigger car-
bon footprint than the average Indian or the av-
erage person from China. And so we in devel-
oped countries then—it’s critical for us to lead
by example by becoming more energy efficient,
and we also have to harness technology and
shared scientific breakthroughs in order to find
more sustainable energy patterns.

Now, I’ve got other things that I want to do,
but that’s a pretty long list. Let me go on to
some—a few more questions.

All right, now, I know there’s some other
Americans in the crowd. But do me a favor,
Americans, wait till we get back home, and I’ll
do a town hall there, because I want to hear
from my French and German and European
friends. All right? And—wait, wait, wait—this
gentleman right here in the glasses.

Reducing Global Poverty

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. My name is
Matthias Kutsch. I’m a student from Heidel-
berg, Germany, and—my mother tongue is
German, but my French is not good enough, so
I ask my question in English.

You mentioned in your speech that we are a
lucky generation. We live in peace. We live in
democracies and free states, and we really—we
are very pleased to have this situation in Eu-
rope. But this is not the case all over the world,
even not in Europe. Look to Belarus, for exam-
ple, there’s an autocratic regime.

And so my question concerns the many chil-
dren all over the world that live in poverty, un-
der human rights violations. They have hunger;
they have no education and other problems. So
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what is your strategy, Mr. President, to solve
this problem?

President Obama. Good. Well, it’s an excel-
lent question, and the—first of all, I think one
of the things that we should be very proud of
from the G–20 summit yesterday was that we
made a significant commitment to additional
resources through the IMF and other mecha-
nisms to provide assistance to emerging mar-
kets and poor countries that, as I said, are
bearing the burden of a collapse in the finan-
cial system that they had nothing to do with.

The problem is so many of these countries
had export-oriented markets, and when the
economies contracted in our developing na-
tions, it made them extremely vulnerable. You
know, you have a country like Botswana,
which is actually a well-managed country that
has made enormous progress, but their main
revenue generator is diamond sales, and they
have literally seen the diamond market col-
lapse, in part because they couldn’t get trade
financing, in part because the demand in de-
veloped countries has dropped off. So we’ve
started to make progress there. Our most im-
portant task right now is helping them get
through this crisis.

Over the long term, though, we’ve got to
have a strategy that recognizes that the inter-
est of the developed world in feeding the hun-
gry, in educating children, that that’s not just
charity; it’s in our interests. There’s not a di-
rect correlation between poverty and violence
and conflict and terrorism. But I can tell you
that if children have no education whatsoever,
if young men are standing idle each and every
day and feel completely detached and com-
pletely removed from the modern world, they
are more likely—they are more susceptible to
ideologies that appeal to violence and destruc-
tion.

If you have no health facilities whatsoever
in countries in Africa, these days a pandemic
can get on a plane and be in Strasbourg or
New York City or Chicago overnight. So we
better think about making sure that there are
basic public health facilities and public health
infrastructure in those countries, because we
can’t shield ourselves from these problems. So
that means developed countries have to in-

crease aid, but it also means that the countries
who are receiving aid have to use it wisely.

And my father was from Kenya. And when I
traveled to Kenya, I had just been elected to
the United States Senate. Everybody was very
excited, and they greeted me as if I was al-
ready a head of state. And there were people
waving and lining the streets. I went to speak
at a university, and I had to be honest, which
was, America has an obligation to provide Ke-
nya help on a whole range of issues, but if Ke-
nya doesn’t solve its own corruption problem,
then Kenya will never grow; it will never be
able to provide for its own.

And so there’s nothing wrong with the de-
veloped nations insisting that we will increase
our commitments, that we will design our aid
programs more effectively, that we will open
up our markets to trade from poor countries,
but that we will also insist that there is good
governance and rule of law and other critical
factors in order to make these countries work.

We spend so much time talking about de-
mocracy, and obviously, we should be promot-
ing democracy everywhere we can. But de-
mocracy, a well-functioning society that pro-
motes liberty and equality and fraternity, a
well-functioning society does not just depend
on going to the ballot box. It also means that
you’re not going to be shaken down by police
because the police aren’t getting properly
paid. It also means that if you want to start a
business, you don’t have to pay a bribe. I
mean, there are a whole host of other factors
that people need to recognize in building a
civil society that allows a country to be suc-
cessful. And hopefully, that will—that ap-
proach will be reflected not just in my admin-
istration’s policies but in the policies that are
pursued by international agencies around the
world. Okay, good.

All right, right up—wait, I’ve got two of you,
so you have to choose one. Which one should I
call on? [Laughter] I don’t want to—you’re
standing right next to each other. Oops. Well,
I’m sorry, you know what, he actually called on
the—no, no, no, I was actually pointing down
here. I didn’t see those two ladies back there.
Here you go; this one right here. Go ahead.
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The First Family’s Dog/Building Sustainable
Economies

Q. Well, hello, Mr. President. I’m sorry, I’m
from Chicago, excuse me.

The President. Are you?
Q. I’m also a student in the high school—the

international high school of Pontonniers.
The President. Well, no, I’m sorry, if you’re

American I can’t—[laughter].
Q. I’m also French.
The President. Wait, wait, wait, wait, now,

hold on. She said she’s also French. What does
that mean?

Q. Yes. Double nationality.
The President. Dual nationality. What do you

think, should we let her ask the question? Okay,
go ahead.

Q. Thank you. Do you think that the eco-
nomic crisis is an opportunity to restructure our
industries in an ecological and sustainable way?
And I also was wondering whether the dog was
already in the White House or not. [Laughter]

The President. The—we are getting a dog.
This is a very important question in the United
States—[laughter]—what kind of dog we’re
getting and when we’re getting it. It should be
there soon.

I do think that in crisis there’s always oppor-
tunity if it’s used properly. So for example, in
the United States we decided to pass a large
stimulus package to help growth at a time when
the private sector was having a very bad—diffi-
cult time.

Now, we could have just spent the money on
the same old ways of doing things, but part of
what we’ve decided was, if we’re going to be
spending a lot of Government money anyway,
why not spend it to double the amount of re-
newable energy? Why not spend it on retrofit-
ting existing Government buildings so that we
drastically reduce their energy consumption?
Why not start building high-speed rail? 

One thing that, as an American who is proud
as anybody of my country, I am always jealous
about European trains. And I said to myself,
why can’t we have high-speed rail? And so
we’re investing in that as well.

And so on the transportation front, on—with
respect to building construction, on a whole

range of issues, we are investing in new technol-
ogies that will make us more energy efficient.
And that is one of the building blocks that’s
needed in order for us to reduce our carbon
footprint and to work with other countries to
achieve the climate change goals that I think are
going to be so important.

I’m getting the signal that I’ve only got time
for two more questions. Oh! I’m going to ask
that young man in the suit, because he got
dressed up today. I know he doesn’t usually
wear a suit. Yes, go ahead, go ahead.

Europe’s Role in Military Operations in Af-
ghanistan

Q. I just want to know what do you expect
from the French and the European countries
regarding the war on terror?

The President. Good. That’s a good question.
Look, I think that over the last 7, 8 years, as I
said in my speech, a lot of tensions have devel-
oped between the United States and Europe.
And one of the legacies, I hope, from my ad-
ministration is, is that we start bringing our his-
toric alliance back together in a much more ef-
fective way.

Now, that doesn’t mean that we’re not going
to have honest disagreements. All countries
have disagreements between themselves. But I
think that we can work much more effectively
and cooperatively and maintain that core trust
that we have towards each other.

Nowhere have we seen more suspicion than
around questions of war and peace and how we
respond to terrorism. When 9/11 happened,
Europe responded as a true friend would re-
spond to the United States, saying, “We are all
Americans.” All of us have a stake in ensuring
that innocent people who were just going about
their business, going to work, suddenly find
themselves slaughtered; all of us have an inter-
est in preventing that kind of vicious, evil act.

But after the initial NATO engagement in
Afghanistan, we got sidetracked by Iraq, and we
have not fully recovered that initial insight that
we have a mutual interest in ensuring that orga-
nizations like Al Qaida cannot operate. And I
think that it is important for Europe to under-
stand that even though I’m now President and
George Bush is no longer President, Al Qaida is
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still a threat, and that we cannot pretend
somehow that because Barack Hussein Obama
got elected as President, suddenly everything
is going to be okay.

It is going to be a very difficult challenge. Al
Qaida is still bent on carrying out terrorist ac-
tivity. It is—don’t fool yourselves—because
some people say, “Well, you know, if we
changed our policies with respect to the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict, or if we were more re-
spectful towards the Muslim world, suddenly
these organizations would stop threatening
us.” That’s just not the case.

It is true that we have to change our behav-
ior in showing the Muslim world greater re-
spect and changing our language and changing
our tone. It is true that we have to work very
hard for Israeli-Palestinian peace. But what is
also true is that these organizations are willing
to kill innocent people because of a twisted,
distorted ideology. And we as democracies and
as people who value human life can’t allow
those organizations to operate.

So here’s the bottom line. The United
States has reviewed and redesigned its ap-
proach to Afghanistan. We believe that we
cannot just win militarily. We have to win
through development aid. We have to win
through increasing the capacity of the Afghan
Government to provide basic services to its
people and to uphold rule of law. We have to
work with the Pakistani Government so that
they are more trusted by their population and
have more control so that they can then
go—help us go after these terrorists. We have
to encourage diplomacy in the region.

So it can’t just be a military strategy, and we
will be partnering with Europe on the devel-
opment side and on the diplomatic side. But
there will be a military component to it, and
Europe should not simply expect the United
States to shoulder that burden alone. We
should not, because this is a joint problem, and
it requires joint effort.

One last point I will make. In dealing with
terrorism, we can’t lose sight of our values and
who we are. That’s why I closed Guantanamo.
That’s why I made very clear that we will not
engage in certain interrogation practices. I
don’t believe that there is a contradiction be-

tween our security and our values. And when
you start sacrificing your values, when you lose
yourself, then over the long term that will
make you less secure. When we saw what hap-
pened in Abu Ghraib, that wasn’t good for our
security; that was a recruitment tool for terror-
ism. Humiliating people is never a good strate-
gy to battle terrorism.

So we are going to conduct our operations
in a way that reflect our best selves and make
sure that we are proud. And that, in turn, will
allow the Europeans, I think, to feel good
about our joint efforts and also not to have ex-
cuses not to participate in those joint efforts.
All right?

Okay, last question. All right, let me see
here. All right, that young lady in the red right
there, right there. She had all her friends help-
ing her out.

The Presidency/Public Service

Q. Thank you. Hi, I’m Ines, also from Hei-
delberg, and I’m total European. [Laughter]
And first of all, I wanted to tell you that your
name in Hungarian means “peach,” if you——

The President. Peach?
Q. Yes.
The President. Oh, okay. Well, how about

that. I did not know that.
Q. Yes, now you know it. And we wanted to

know if you—did you ever regret to have run
for Presidency till now? I mean, well, did you
ever ask yourself, am I sure to manage? Yes.

The President. Yes, it’s a good question. Mi-
chelle definitely asked that question. [Laugh-
ter] You know, there are—there have been
times, certainly, during the campaign, and
there have been times over the last several
months where you feel a lot of weight on your
shoulders. There’s no doubt about it.

During the campaign, the biggest sacrifice,
the thing that was most difficult, was that I was
away from my family all the time. In addition
to missing—in addition to being jealous about
high-speed rail and the nice trains here, I’m al-
so jealous of the fact that campaigns here only
last a few months, whereas in the United
States we were running for 2 years. So I was
away from home all the time, and that was
very difficult because not only do I have a
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wonderful wife, but I have two perfect daugh-
ters. And so, you know, I missed them a lot.

But the nice thing is now that I’m President,
it turns out I have this really nice office in my
house called the Oval Office, and so it only
takes me a few seconds to get upstairs, and I’m
home for dinner every night.

You also lose privacy and autonomy—or ano-
nymity. You know, it’s very frustrating now—it
used to be when I came to Europe, that I could
just wander down to a cafe and sit and have
some wine and watch people go by and go into a
little shop and watch the sun go down. Now I’m
in hotel rooms all the time, and I have security
around me all the time. And so just, you know,
losing that ability to just take a walk, that is
something that is frustrating.

But having said all that, I truly believe that
there’s nothing more noble than public service.
Now, that doesn’t mean that you have to run for
President. That—[applause]. You know, you
might work for Doctors Without Borders, or
you might volunteer for an agency, or you might
be somebody working for the United Nations,
or you might be the mayor of Strasbourg.
Right? I mean, they’re all—you might volunteer
in your own community.

But the point is that what I found at a very
young age was that if you only think about your-
self—how much money can I make, what can I
buy, how nice is my house, what kind of fancy

car do I have—that over the long term I think
you get bored. I think your life becomes—I
think if you’re only thinking about yourself,
your life becomes diminished, and that the way
to live a full life is to think about, what can I do
for others? How can I be a part of this larger
project of making a better world?

Now, that could be something as simple as
making—as the joy of taking care of your family
and watching your children grow and succeed.
But I think especially for the young people
here, I hope you also consider other ways that
you can serve, because the world has so many
challenges right now; there’s so many opportu-
nities to make a difference. And it would be a
tragedy if all of you who are so talented and en-
ergetic, if you let that go to waste, if you just
stood back and watched the world pass you by.

Better to jump in, get involved. And it does
mean that sometimes you’ll get criticized, and
sometimes you’ll fail, and sometimes you’ll be
disappointed, but you’ll have a great adventure,
and at the end of your life, hopefully, you’ll be
able to look back and say, I made a difference.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. at the
Rhenus Sports Arena. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, wife of President
Nicolas Sarkozy of France; and Todd Stern,
U.S. Special Envoy for Climate Change.

The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany in Baden-Baden, Germany
April 3, 2009

Chancellor Merkel. Well, ladies and gentle-
men, I would like to bid a very warm welcome
to the President of the United States of Ameri-
ca, Barack Obama. We already actually did it in
front of the building. This time I welcome him
to the south of Germany on the occasion of the
60th anniversary of NATO. And this is actually
the first time that you visited the United
States—oh, sorry, I mean, the Federal Republic
of Germany. And we’re very pleased, very
pleased indeed, to be able to meet on this anni-

versary of NATO and to find a new format for
this alliance.

In our talks we were saying again that we
have long traditional ties of friendship that join
our two countries. I’m certainly sure that we
will be able to continue that over the next few
years to come. We have actually talked about
the whole broad area of complex issues that we
need to contend with. We looked back on Lon-
don, which we considered, both, to be a very
successful meeting. The world has shown that it
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is willing to cooperate. Last but not least, it
was also a successful meeting because, clearly,
the United States has shown that they are will-
ing to cooperate, too, to show that spirit of co-
operation.

I think that this is a common task, indeed,
for us to shape also this alliance in this cooper-
ative spirit, because this is a—this transatlantic
relationship is also one that helps us to over-
come the current financial and economic cri-
sis.

The Federal Republic of Germany wants to
give its contribution to overcoming interna-
tional problems. We were dealing today with
relations between Russia and the United
States, how we can shape this future relation-
ship between Europe and Russia and the
United States. We will have the upcoming
summit in Prague between the European
Union and the United States.

We will also, we think, on the bilateral
scene, be able to lend a contribution to solving
the problems of Afghanistan. This is a big, a
huge responsibility for all of us. We want to
bear our burden of responsibility. We want to
do something in order to train the Afghan Na-
tional Forces, but also the police in Afghani-
stan. 

We want to shape relations with Iran in
such a way that a nuclear rearmament of Iran
is simply made not possible, but that at the
same time, we make it possible for the Iranian
people to have a hopeful and prosperous fu-
ture. We are very gratified to know that the
United States wants to have a fresh beginning,
a fresh start, in this relationship.

We also talked about the Middle East,
where the peace process will have to be pur-
sued in the sense and in the direction of a two-
state solution. I think there is indeed a broad
array of issues that we need to contend with.
The Federal Republic of Germany stands
ready to give its contribution towards solving
them. 

And we would like to bid you a very warm
welcome, indeed. I think you’ve seen that the
press was actually showing a great deal of wel-
come to you, and you saw the people along the
way who were waiting for you for many hours
with their little flags waving. And we’re

pleased to have you. Welcome. We hope to
welcome you again soon.

President Obama. Thank you so much. It is
wonderful to be here in Germany. And I want
to thank Chancellor Merkel for her leadership,
her friendship, and to say to all the German
people that we are grateful to have such an ex-
traordinary ally. And I think I speak on behalf
of the American people that we consider the
relationship between the United States and
Germany to be one of our most important re-
lationships. And I have been spending quite a
bit of time lately with Chancellor Merkel and
continue to be impressed with her wisdom and
leadership and diligence in pursuing the inter-
ests of her people.

Over the last several days, what we’ve been
grappling with is an economic crisis that is un-
like anything we’ve seen since the thirties. And
just a stark reminder for those of us in the
United States: Our jobs report came out today,
and it showed that we had lost 663,000 jobs
just this month, which has pushed our unem-
ployment rate to 8.5 percent, the highest in 25
years. And we’ve lost 5.1 million jobs since this
financial crisis and recession began.

So obviously, this is hitting the United
States hard. But I think what we discussed and
the reason we acted swiftly and boldly in Lon-
don is the fact that none of us can isolate our-
selves from a global market; that the econo-
mies now are so interdependent, capital flows
across borders occur in the blink of an eye, and
as a consequence, if we do not have concerted
action, then we will have collective failure.

I’m very proud of the work that was done in
London. I think the fact that we have a regula-
tory framework that can prevent this crisis
from happening again, the fact that we have
taken, collectively, steps to not only encourage
growth but also to make sure that we’re help-
ing emerging markets and poor countries deal
with the consequences of this financial crisis,
none of those things alone guarantee immedi-
ate recovery, but they are necessary founda-
tions for recovery. 

And because we committed to meeting
again in the fall, it allows us to review what
we’ve done. And if what we’ve done is not suf-
ficient and we continue to see a deterioration
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in the situation, then we’re going to go back at it
and keep on doing so until we get it right.

As Chancellor Merkel mentioned, the econo-
my is just one of our challenges. And as we cele-
brate this important landmark for NATO, we
are reminded that not only do we have immedi-
ate joint efforts in Afghanistan that have to be
bolstered and have to become more effective,
but we also have to have a strategic framework
for how NATO moves forward.

This has been the most successful alliance in
modern history, an alliance that was so effective
that we never had to fight. And that kind of vi-
sion that was implemented, that kind of imagi-
nation has to be adapted to the 21st century
challenges that we face; not just Afghanistan,
but there are a whole host of other hot spots
and challenges, and we’ve got to figure out what
is NATO’s role in that, what is the partnership
between the United States and the European
Union’s role in that, whether it’s an issue of cli-
mate change or poverty or trying to bring about
peace in regions that have known conflict for a
very long time. In all of these areas cooperation
is going to be critical and leadership from our
two countries is going to be critical.

So I’m very pleased to have a partner in
Chancellor Merkel in these efforts, and I am
confident that, moving forward, that we are go-
ing to be able to make slow and steady progress
to advance the cause of peace and prosperity.

With that, why don’t we take some ques-
tions?

Chancellor Merkel. Well, maybe we ought to
start with the German side. Mr.—[inaudi-
ble]—please.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization/Military
Operations in Afghanistan 

Q. [Inaudible]—Zweites Deutshes Fernseh-
en. Mr. President, first of all, once again a warm
welcome to Germany. You’ve had a very enthu-
siastic reception here in the streets of Baden-
Baden by the people, but there is also fear and
anxiety in Germany about what the future
might bring. Your administration is calling for a
fundamental reform of NATO, or perhaps in
your words, change. What, Mr. President, is
your personal grand design for the new NATO?
Will it be the policeman of the world, the global

one? Should Germany shoulder more responsi-
bility, especially in Afghanistan?

One question for the Chancellor. Madam
Chancellor, where do you see the limits of
NATO, and where do you see the limits of Ger-
man engagement in the world? 

President Obama. I don’t come bearing
grand designs. I’m here to listen, to share ideas,
and to jointly, as one of many NATO allies, to
help shape our vision for the future. 

If NATO becomes everything, then it’s noth-
ing. So obviously, we’re going to have to define
and clarify its roles, responsibilities for the 21st
century. And what we should expect is that we
will set up a process in order to do that. I don’t
think Germany should feel anxious about that. I
think that the United States and Germany and
all the other NATO countries should see this as
an opportunity to put together an architecture
that is as successful at meeting our new chal-
lenges as the prior architecture was at meeting
the challenges of the cold war.

And obviously, we already have one test case,
and that is in Afghanistan. It is as complex a
problem as we’re going to see, partly because
it’s not just a problem of Afghanistan, but it’s al-
so a problem that exists in Pakistan. We’ve put
forward a new comprehensive review of how we
think we should approach this that recognizes
the military alone cannot solve these problems,
that we have to have a significant military force,
but that it has to be combined with a diplomatic
effort and development effort that can stabilize
the region, and it has to be focused on the true
problem, which is violent extremists that can
project attacks not just against the United
States but also against Europe and worldwide.

I think that the strategy we put forward can,
and will, be successful, but we’ve got to be dis-
ciplined, we’ve got to be coordinated, and we’ve
got to execute. And Germany—I am—thanked
Chancellor Merkel for the extraordinary efforts
that have already been made by the German
people both in terms of resources and troops.
We do expect that all NATO partners are going
to contribute to these efforts. They have thus
far—the progress in some cases has been un-
even, but I think that’s not just a problem of
lack of resources; it’s also a problem of a strate-
gy that was allowed to drift.
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And so what we’re going to do is refocus the
strategy and then make sure that the resources
are there to do it. And I’m confident that Ger-
many, as one of the most important leaders in
Europe, will be stepping up to the plate and
working alongside us to get the job done.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, what is indeed
gratifying to note is that the new approach of
the new administration of the United States as
regards Afghanistan is very much in step with
what Germany is envisaging, this sort of “net-
worked security,” as we call it, or an integrated
security where you have a civilian component
of rebuilding, training, and last but not least,
obviously, also the capacity of the Afghans to
really defend themselves. That is, after all,
what we were after with our mission to Af-
ghanistan.

And now that brings me to NATO, protect-
ing NATO member states from being attacked
by other countries or by attacks coming and
emanating from other country. Afghanistan as
a failed state was a safe haven for terrorist
groups, for Al Qaida, that actually allowed at-
tacks against our alliance. And that is what we
wanted to prevent with this mission in the first
place for the future.

And we now come back to NATO. Article 5
is at the core of what NATO is all about—the
NATO member states showing solidarity with
each other, being all of them committed to se-
curing not only their own security and safety,
but also that of their allies. And coming from
that, we now have new tasks in this world of
today. We are growing. We are rising to that
challenge. We need to rise also to the chal-
lenge that Afghanistan presents, and we have
to succeed there. It will be a test case for the
alliance. 

We can see that in the southern Balkans.
We have been quite successful. NATO has
been successful as an alliance. If we look back
over only a few years of time, we have made
progress there, but it was always combined
with a political process. And that is why I can’t
say that’s where NATO stops, so these are the
borders of NATO, because if there is an attack
against a member country, we will have to be,
all of us, called upon to show solidarity and to
defend the other countries. So that we cannot

say we won’t do this or we won’t do that. This
is what we have set up to do and what we are
ready to do.

President Obama. Jon Ward [Washington
Times].

Global Economy/Trade

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’m going to
read my question; I hope that’s not too much
of a breach in protocol here. I have a question
about surplus and deficit countries and trade
imbalances. Mr. President, you said in London
that the world may not be able to rely any lon-
ger on the U.S. as a “voracious consumer mar-
ket.” Did you talk with Chancellor Merkel
about Germany’s enormous trade surplus and
its impact on the global economy going for-
ward? 

And, Madam Chancellor, some say that
Wall Street—Wall Street’s excess was fueled
by easy money, supplied from surplus coun-
tries such as yourself, and another large bub-
ble and bust is inevitable if Germany and Chi-
na and others do not move closer to balance.
What is your response to that?

President Obama. Well, Jon, I do think that
even as we are trying to solve the immediate
crisis we’ve got to learn some lessons from the
previous years to figure out how do we avoid
another crisis. And if you look at the U.S.
economy, what we’ve seen is a series of bub-
bles and then busts, much of it having to do
with huge flows of capital into speculative sec-
tors of the economy. 

Part of the problem that we saw was a lack
of regulatory oversight, and so we’re moving
very aggressively on that front. And in the
short term, my biggest concern is how do I just
make sure that people get back to work? So
our stimulus package, our efforts to stabilize
the housing market, our efforts to remove the
toxic assets from the banks so that banks start
lending more effectively and businesses can
open, people can get hired again, all that is fo-
cused on my top priority right now, which is
making sure that we’re no longer hemorrhag-
ing jobs and we start creating jobs.

As we emerge from the crisis, though, we’re
going to have to take a look at how do we en-
sure—a term that Chancellor Merkel spoke
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quite a bit about at the summit, and that is sus-
tainable economic growth. And in order for
growth to be sustainable, it can’t be based on
speculation. It can’t be based on overheated fi-
nancial markets or overheated housing markets
or U.S. consumers maxing out on their credit
cards or us sustaining nonstop deficit spending
as far as the eye can see. So once we’ve stabilize
the economy, we’re going to have to start bring-
ing these huge deficits that our government is
running, we’re going to have to start bringing
those down.

Families are going to have to start making
more prudent decisions about spending and in-
creasing their savings rate. Businesses are going
to be making investments, and we want to spur
as much investment as possible, but the whole
point is to move from a borrow-and-spend
economy to a save-and-invest economy.

Now, the U.S. will remain the largest con-
sumer market, and we are going to make sure
that it’s open. One of the principles that we very
clearly affirmed in London was that protection-
ism is not the answer. It’s not the Germans’
fault that they make good products that the
United States wants to buy. And we want to
make sure that we’re making good products
that Germans want to buy. But if you look over-
all, there’s probably going to need to be a rebal-
ancing of who’s spending, who’s saving, what
are the overall trade patterns. 

And it, by the way, it doesn’t just include de-
veloped economies like Germany and the Unit-
ed States; it also means we want to encourage
emerging markets to consume more. If you
start seeing China and India improve the living
standards of its people, now those are huge
markets where we can sell. And that’s why the
last few days that I’ve spent talking about the in-
ternational economy relates directly to the jobs
that are being lost in the United States.

I know this was a long answer, but it was a big
question. The bottom line is that as long as the
United States and Germany are keeping our
open trading relationship, as long as our ap-
proach to currency is one that ensures fair-
ness—which generally speaking, the relation-
ship between the United States and European
central banks has been very cooperative and
very solid—as long as we have proper rules of

the road and regulatory frameworks in place,
then the key is to have friendly economic com-
petition, the United States making the best
products, making the best decisions, making the
best investments, and Germany doing the same,
and then all of us can do well together.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, we love competi-
tion. We love competition for the best possible
products. And I don’t think we’re in such a bad
position. And that is what drives us; that is what
drives markets, economies to have good ideas,
bright ideas that turn into good products that
you can actually sell.

What we—what all of this is about, we need
to combat this crisis. We need to fight it reso-
lutely. And I think we’ve done something very
good in London. We tried to lend a helping
hand to those who are not strong enough to, out
of their own resources, combat this crisis. And
that we can do this, that we still have a certain
leeway to do that, shows how strong our coun-
tries really are.

But we have to do whatever we can in order
to prevent such a crisis from ever occurring
again. And this is what I mean very seriously. I
mean, this was a great disturbance. Ever since
the thirties—we haven’t said this without pur-
pose—such a crisis hasn’t occurred. 

So we have to take a very clear look at wheth-
er the economy is actually driving our politics
and politicians, or do politicians still have the
power to shape global economics. And I think
we have to regain the ground that we have lost.
That was a very important step to prove this to
our people. And this is something that we can-
not do nationally; we can only do this together
and in concert.

If you look at the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, for example, we will have a tremendous
demographic change, this is a superannuated
society, people getting older. So can we actually
afford to incur so much debt? Do we have in a
few years time, really, the power to innovate?
We are paying an enormous amount of interest
on each and every cent that we spend, and at
some point in time, if the burden of debt be-
comes too big, then we lose innovative power.

And standards, for example, that too is
important for us. Is it really so—that is really
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necessary, not losing sight of the future and
innovation and research and development.

But we have to emerge from this crisis as
quickly as possible, which is why we actually
pursued this on two parallel tracks in London.
And we have every interest in not only seeing
our own country get back on its feet again, the
United States getting back on its feet again,
but the whole of the world—emerging coun-
tries, Africa, Latin American countries. And
this is why we will offer to them our help so
that this happens time and again.

We’re grateful for the fact that each and ev-
ery one around the table assured us that we
will not resort to protectionist measures. That
is something that we were at one about. And
this only will make it possible, incidentally, to
emerge from this crisis. The fact that this
wasn’t done in the thirties was one of the big
mistakes that was made then, and that we
don’t want to repeat.

Mr. Busse, please.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization/NATO’s
Role in Pakistan

Q. Nikolas Busse from the Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung newspaper. Madam Chan-
cellor, tonight one of the issues on the agenda
will be who is going to be the next NATO Sec-
retary General. Now, after all the discussions,
this debate raging around the Danish Prime
Minister, and with the background that you
want to decide this question tonight, will he
not be in a way damaged as a candidate? How
do you see this whole discussion, and how do
you want to contend with its fallout?

Mr. President, one of the point—[inaudi-
ble]—the strategy in Afghanistan now is—and
you put a lot of emphasis on this all the
time—is to focus more on Pakistan. What does
this mean in concrete terms for the Europeans
and NATO? Do you see that there might be a
military role for NATO in that, or what do you
want the Europeans to do in Pakistan?

Chancellor Merkel. I am firmly convinced
that we ought to be able tonight to appoint a
new candidate for Secretary General, and our
colleague, the Danish Prime Minister, in my
mind, as I’ve said repeatedly in the past, would
be an ideal and excellent candidate. We will

try everything we can in order to persuade
other partners that this is indeed the case. I
don’t think he’s been damaged. I mean,
NATO Secretary Generals are being appoint-
ed with unanimity among NATO members
and somebody who reaps unanimous support.
Really, in a democracy, that’s the best thing
you can get. I mean, when he becomes Secre-
tary General, he will be a strong one. But
that’s something we need to discuss, and we
need to leave, actually, in order to be able to
make that possible.

President Obama. I think that was an indi-
cation that my answers have been too long.
[Laughter]

Chancellor Merkel. No. [Laughter]
President Obama. So I’ll make this one

quick. No, my focus on Pakistan does not envi-
sion NATO troops activities in Pakistan. It
does mean that U.S. and NATO partners have
to work more effectively with Pakistan to en-
able them to root out the safe havens for ex-
tremists that pose not just a danger to us, but
now pose an extraordinary danger to Pakistan. 

That is going to be a very complex task. It’s
going to have a lot of facets to it. The more
diplomatic resources that we bring to that, the
more countries can assist Pakistan in its devel-
opment efforts, the more effectively we can
provide training for a different type of conflict
than the one that Pakistan has traditionally
prepared for, those are all areas where I think
NATO can work together very effectively. And
we need to—we can’t, ultimately, I believe, be
effective in Afghanistan if we have not ad-
dressed the problems across the border.

Last question. Hans Nichols [Bloomberg
News].

Germany’s Role in Afghanistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Earlier, a cou-
ple of hours ago, on the French side, you said
that with France, you never had to drag them
kicking and screaming in Afghanistan. I’m just
curious if you have a similar problem with
Germany under Chancellor Merkel, or you’re
sensing that Germany is more willing and
more likely to contribute, or just as likely as
France.
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President Obama. Germany has been a stal-
wart NATO ally from the start of this conflict
and has contributed troops, has contributed re-
sources, and will continue to contribute troops
and resources. You just heard Chancellor
Merkel emphasize that at its core, what has
made NATO so effective is the Article 5 princi-
ple that if one ally is attacked, then all allies
come together to deal with the problem. That’s
been the unchanging element of NATO and, by
the way, an element that I don’t envision chang-
ing as a consequence of the strategic review that
may take place. That’s the essence of a success-
ful alliance.

And so what I’ve said to Chancellor Merkel is
the same thing I said to President Sarkozy and
the same thing I’ll say to all the NATO heads of
state this evening, and that is that we have lost
our focus in Afghanistan; now we have refo-
cused. We have a strategy that, I think there’s a
broad consensus, brings all elements of our
power to bear, and will allow us to succeed. 

We will now all have to make additional ef-
forts and sustained efforts in order to succeed,
with the understanding that our ultimate goal is
not to occupy Afghanistan and not to run Af-
ghanistan, but rather to provide the Afghan
Government the capacity to provide for its own
security and ensure that it is not once again a
safe haven for terrorists. 

It will not be an easy task. And one of the
changes in our approach is that we are going to
insist on a consistent review of the progress that
we’re making. And if we discover that the ap-
proach we’re taking is not effective and is not
working, then we will change it. 

And the one thing that I would say to the
German people is the same thing that I
would—I’ve said to the American people,
which is, I understand that after a long cam-
paign in Afghanistan, people can feel weary of

war, even a war that is just. Nothing is harder
than sending young men and women into
harm’s way. And nothing is more sobering as a
leader than signing a letter of condolence to a
family of somebody who has died in war. And so
I understand why both Americans and Germans
would be feeling a sense, particularly in the
midst of economic crisis, of why are we still
there. But I believe strongly, and I think that
our NATO allies believe strongly, that we can-
not allow a territory in which people who would
kill our citizens with impunity can allow—can
be permitted to operate.

So we’ve got a difficult job to do, but I am ab-
solutely convinced that we can carry it out. And
Germany is going to be a strong partner with
the United States and other NATO allies in get-
ting the job done.

All right? Thank you, everybody. 
Chancellor Merkel. Dankeschon. Wir sehen

uns weider.
Interpreter. Thank you and see you later.
President Obama. Dankeschon. My German

is not as good as Chancellor Merkel’s. [Laugh-
ter] 

Chancellor Merkel. What a surprise, Mr.
President. My English also not——

President Obama. No, your English is great. 
Chancellor Merkel. ——as yours. [Laughter] 
President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 5:30 p.m. at the Rathaus. In his remarks, the
President referred to President Nicolas Sarkozy
of France. Chancellor Merkel referred to Prime
Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark,
Secretary General-designate of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. Chancellor Merkel
and some reporters spoke in German, and their
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 

Statement on Senate Passage of the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget
April 3, 2009

Tonight the Senate has joined the House of
Representatives in taking an important step to-
ward rebuilding our struggling economy. This
budget resolution embraces our most funda-
mental priorities: an energy plan that will end

our dependence on foreign oil and spur a new
clean energy economy, an education system
that will ensure our children will be able to
compete in the economy of the 21st century,
and health care reform that finally confronts the
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back-breaking costs plaguing families, busi-
nesses, and government alike. And by making
hard choices and challenging the old ways of
doing business, we will cut in half the budget
deficit we inherited within 4 years. With this

vote comes an obligation to pursue our efforts
to go through the budget line by line, search-
ing for additional savings. Like the families we
serve, we must cut the things we don’t need to
invest in those we do.

Statement on the Shooting in Binghamton, New York
April 3, 2009

Michelle and I were shocked and deeply sad-
dened to learn about the act of senseless vio-
lence in Binghamton, NY, today. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to the victims, their fami-
lies, and the people of Binghamton. We don’t

yet know all the facts, but my administration is
actively monitoring the situation, and the Vice
President is in touch with Governor Paterson
and local officials to track developments.

Remarks to the North Atlantic Council in Strasbourg, France
April 4, 2009

Thank you so much. I want to address my
remarks directly to the delegation from Alba-
nia and Croatia and their leadership: Welcome
to NATO. We are very excited about your par-
ticipation. The Atlantic alliance is 60 years old,
and it’s a measure of our vitality that we are
still welcoming new members. 

I think it’s important to point out that both
Croatia and Albania have already done many
significant things on behalf of the alliance, in-
cluding the 140 Albanians and 

Croatian troops who have served in Afghan-
istan. And I think that indicates the degree to
which they will be strong contributors to the
alliance.

To both countries, your large contribu-
tions—your proportionally large contributions
to NATO’s joint efforts show what a priority
you’ve made this, and we are grateful for it.
And we are proud to have you as allies.

Congratulations, as well, on the progress
that you’ve made in difficult reforms that have
brought you to this point. Both countries have
achieved an extraordinary amount, and con-
tinuing along this path will help you

bring—will help you become even closer to
Euro-Atlantic integration.

I’d also like to note that as we welcome Al-
bania and Croatia to NATO, this will not be
the last time that we have such a celebration,
and I look forward to the day when we can
welcome Macedonia to the alliance. The door
to membership will remain open for other
countries that meet NATO’s standards and can
make a meaningful contribution to allied secu-
rity.

Now, I would like to invite the Secretary
General as well as the Presidents of Albania
and Croatia to join me. We have the original
treaty that has been archived in the United
States, but we also have two duplicates that we
would like to present to the Presidents of each
country, so if you could join me at this table. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:49 a.m. at
the Palais de la Musique et des Congres. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary General Ja-
kob Gijsbert “Jaap” de Hoop Scheffer of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization; President
Bamir Topi of Albania; and President Stjepan
Mesic of Croatia.
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The President’s Weekly Address
April 4, 2009

In this new century, we live in a world that’s
grown smaller and more interconnected than at
any time in history. Threats to our Nation’s se-
curity and economy can no longer be kept at
bay by oceans or by borders drawn on maps.
The terrorists who struck our country on 9/11
plotted in Hamburg, trained in Kandahar and
Karachi, and threaten countries across the
globe. Cars in Boston and Beijing are melting
ice caps in the Arctic that disrupt weather pat-
terns everywhere. The theft of nuclear material
from the former Soviet Union could lead to the
extermination of any city on Earth. And reckless
speculation by bankers in New York and Lon-
don has fueled a global recession that is inflict-
ing pain on workers and families around the
world and across America.

The challenges of our time threaten the
peace and prosperity of every single nation, and
no one nation can meet them alone. That’s why
it’s sometimes necessary for a President to trav-
el abroad in order to protect and strengthen our
Nation here at home. That is what I have done
this week. 

I began my trip by attending a summit of the
G–20—the countries that represent the world’s
largest economies—because we know that the
success of America’s economy is inextricably
linked to that of the global economy. If people
in other countries can’t spend, that means they
can’t buy the goods we produce here in Ameri-
ca, which means more lost jobs and more fami-
lies hurting. Just yesterday, we learned that we
lost hundreds of thousands more jobs last
month, adding to the millions we’ve lost since
this recession began. And if we continue to let
banks and other financial institutions around
the world act recklessly and irresponsibly, that
affects institutions here at home as credit dries
up, and people can’t get loans to buy a home or
car, to run a small business or pay for college. 

Ultimately, the only way out of a recession
that is global in scope is with a response that is
global in coordination. That is why I’m pleased
that after 2 days of careful negotiation, the G–
20 nations have agreed on a series of unprece-
dented steps that I believe will be a turning

point in our pursuit of a global economic recov-
ery. All of us are now moving aggressively to get
our banks lending again. All of us are working to
spur growth and create jobs. And all of us have
agreed on the most sweeping reform of our fi-
nancial regulatory framework in a generation,
reform that will help end the risky speculation
and market abuses that have cost so many peo-
ple so much.

I also met this past week with the leaders of
China and Russia, working to forge constructive
relationships to address issues of common con-
cern, while being frank with each other about
where we disagree. President Hu and I agreed
that the link between China’s economy and
ours is of great mutual benefit, and we estab-
lished a new strategic and economic dialog be-
tween the U.S. and China. President Medvedev
and I discussed our shared commitment to a
world without nuclear weapons, and we signed
a declaration putting America and Russia on the
path to a new treaty to further reduce our nu-
clear arsenals. Tomorrow I will lay out addition-
al steps we must take to secure the world’s loose
nuclear materials and stop the spread of these
deadly weapons.

Finally, I met yesterday with our NATO al-
lies and asked them for additional civilian sup-
port and assistance for our efforts in Afghani-
stan. That is where Al Qaida trains, plots, and
threatens to launch their next attack. That at-
tack could occur in any nation, which means
that every nation has a stake in ensuring that
our mission in Afghanistan succeeds. 

As we have worked this week to find com-
mon ground and strengthen our alliances, we
have not solved all of our problems, and we
have not agreed on every point or every issue in
every meeting. But we have made real and un-
precedented progress, and will continue to do
so in the weeks and months ahead. 

Because in the end, we recognize that no
corner of the globe can wall itself off from the
threats of the 21st century or from the needs
and concerns of fellow nations. The only way
forward is through shared and persistent efforts
to combat fear and want wherever they exist.
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That is the challenge of our time. And if we
move forward with courage and resolve, I am
confident that we will meet this challenge. 

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 9 a.m., e.d.t., on April 3 in the confer-
ence room onboard Air Force One for broad-
cast on April 4. The transcript was made avail-

able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 3 but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m., e.d.t., on April 4. Due to the 6-hour time
difference, the address was released after the
President’s remarks to the North Atlantic
Council and before his remarks with Prime
Minister Konstandinos Karamanlis of Greece
in Strasbourg, France.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Konstandinos
Karamanlis of Greece in Strasbourg
April 4, 2009

President Obama. Well, listen, we’re going
to just make a very brief statement because,
well, the meeting obviously was running late.

I am so pleased to have the opportunity to
meet with the President [Prime Minister]* and
reaffirm once again the extraordinary friend-
ship between Greece and the United States.

We had the opportunity to celebrate Greek
Independence Day in the White House. And
it was a reminder for all of us that not only is
the United States inspired by Greece, not only
were our Founding Fathers inspired by the
values of ancient Greece, but that Greek inde-
pendence was also inspired by the United
States. It gives you a sense of the fact that we
have shared values, a shared belief in democ-
racy and liberty, that we have struggled and
fought for that democracy and liberty as fellow
members of NATO. Now in the 21st century,
we continue to fight on behalf of those issues
shoulder to shoulder.

So I’m very grateful to the Greek communi-
ty in the United States for being such a won-
derful bridge to Greece. Our relationship is
strong, but I’m confident that in the years to
come, on a whole host of issues, from dealing
with the economic crisis to dealing with terror-
ism to dealing with energy, that the United

States and Greece will be critical partners in
all these international efforts.

So I’m very proud to call the President
[Prime Minister]* my friend and that the
friendship between our two countries is very
strong.

Prime Minister Karamanlis. Well, it is
known that we have a very strong relationship
between Greece and the United States. [Inau-
dible]—by those in the modern world which
remain the core values: rule of law, democra-
cy, freedom. And we share a very strong bilat-
eral relationship and also close cooperation
within the framework of the alliance.

As, President, you already mentioned, the
Greek diaspora is a very strong link between
the two countries—[inaudible]. And of course,
we are looking forward to work closely with
you to address all the problems our societies
face.

President Obama. Wonderful. Okay, thank
you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. at the
Palais de la Musique et des Congres. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

 * White House correction.
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The President’s News Conference in Strasbourg
April 4, 2009

The President. Good afternoon. We have just
finished—well, not just finished—because I
know there’s been a little bit of a delay—we
have finished what I consider to be a very pro-
ductive meeting. I want to thank President Sar-
kozy and Chancellor Merkel for hosting us here
in Strasbourg and Kehl. I should add that not
only were they gracious hosts, but the commit-
ments that they made with respect to Afghani-
stan indicate the seriousness of purpose with
which they are approaching the NATO chal-
lenge and our mission in Afghanistan in particu-
lar.

I want to congratulate Prime Minister, and
now Secretary General to be, Mr. Rasmussen
He is an outstanding public servant, somebody
with an extraordinary reputation, and I have
confidence that he’s the right man to help lead
NATO during a period in which we are moving
from a vision first created in the 20th century to
a vision that responds to 21st century challeng-
es.

I should point out that the election of Prime
Minister Rasmussen was unanimous, but there
was important efforts to make sure that every-
body felt included. And I want to thank, in par-
ticular, Turkey for raising some concerns having
to do with their security issues and their confi-
dence that the new Secretary General would
address them. So I congratulate all the parties
concerned in arriving at a outstanding outcome.

The NATO was founded on the basis of a
simple but solemn commitment: An attack on
one is an attack on all. And from that founda-
tion we’ve forged the strongest alliance in histo-
ry, an alliance that is stronger because it is made
up of free nations. 

Sixty years ago, much of Europe was in rub-
ble, and this continent was divided. Today, the
cold war is over, and Europe is free. Former ad-
versaries have reconciled. We’ve protected
peace and security in the Balkans. Our alliance
has more than doubled in size. There was noth-
ing predestined about the success. It took de-
cades of consistent effort, careful cooperation,
and collective action. But while we celebrate
NATO’s achievements, we can’t rest upon

them. The 21st century has ushered in a new
era of global threats. To meet these dangers,
the alliance must renew and reform itself once
more.

The United States came here to listen, to
learn, and to lead, because all of us have a re-
sponsibility to do our parts. America can’t meet
our global challenges alone, nor can Europe
meet them without America. I’m confident that
the leaders who joined me here today share that
view, and that we’re moving forward with a
sense of common purpose.

We made great progress. Albania and Croatia
are now formally NATO members. We wel-
comed France’s renewed commitment to the
alliance’s military structures. And we agreed to
develop a new strategic concept, which will be
critical in modernizing NATO so that it can
meet the challenges of our time.

We need to strengthen our planning to pro-
tect all of our allies. And we need the capacity
to meet new and unconventional challenges.
We need to partner with other countries and in-
ternational institutions, and we need a construc-
tive relationship with Russia on issues of com-
mon concern.

Today I focused in particular on Afghanistan.
NATO’s mission there represents both the
promise of its past and its purpose for the fu-
ture. After 9/11, our allies declared the attacks
on New York and Washington an attack on all.
And together, we embarked on the first mission
beyond Europe against an enemy that recogniz-
es no borders or laws of war.

Seven years later, Al Qaida is active in the
border regions of Afghanistan and Pakistan.
These terrorists threaten every member of
NATO. They’ve struck in both Europe and
North America. They are plotting new attacks,
and that’s why my administration undertook a
comprehensive review of our strategy. We lis-
tened carefully, and we consulted closely with
our allies. And today I briefed them on the re-
sults and discussed how we might move forward
together.

We start from a simple premise: For years,
our efforts in Afghanistan have lacked the
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resources needed to achieve our goals. And
that’s why the United States has recommitted
itself to a clear and focused goal to disrupt,
dismantle, and defeat Al Qaida in Afghanistan
and Pakistan and to prevent their return to
either country in the future.

This effort cannot be America’s alone. All of
NATO understands that Al Qaida is a threat to
all of us, and that this collective security effort
must achieve its goals. And as a signal of that
commitment, I am pleased that our NATO al-
lies pledged their strong and unanimous sup-
port for our new strategy. Keep in mind, it was
only just a week ago that we announced this
new approach. But already, with Secretary
Clinton’s work at The Hague and with the suc-
cess at today’s summit, we’ve started to match
real resources to achieve our goals. 

We’re leaving Strasbourg and Kehl with
concrete commitments on NATO support.
Our allies and partners have already agreed to
provide approximately 5,000 troops and train-
ers to advance our new strategy as well as in-
creased civilian assistance. To support critical
elections for August 20th, NATO will fully re-
source our election support force to maximize
security. And our allies have committed addi-
tional funds to an Afghan elections trust fund
that will provide the necessary resources for
free and fair elections.

To accelerate and enhance our training of
Afghan security forces, a new NATO mis-
sion—a new NATO training mission will focus
on high-level support for Afghan Army and
training and mentoring for the Afghan police.
And many of our allies and partners have also
pledged support for a new trust fund to sustain
Afghan National Army’s going forward.

And to strengthen Afghan institutions and
advance opportunity for the Afghan people,
we are working with our NATO allies and
partners to achieve substantial increases in
nonmilitary assistance and to provide the kind
of doctors, engineers, educators, and agricul-
tural specialists that are needed to make a dif-
ference on the ground.

Now, we’ll need more resources and a sus-
tained effort to achieve our ultimate goals. But
these commitments of troops, trainers, and ci-
vilians represent a strong downpayment on the

future of our mission in Afghanistan and on
the future of NATO. These are the new mis-
sions that NATO must take on in the 21st cen-
tury, and these are the new capabilities that we
need to succeed.

NATO was founded upon mutual responsi-
bility to our common security. And today I’m
confident that we took a substantial step for-
ward in renewing our alliance to meet the
challenges of our time. 

And before I start taking questions, let me
just note that while we were busy dealing with
common securities issues here at the summit,
we received news yesterday of an extraordi-
nary tragedy back in the United States, where
a lone gunman killed and injured multiple
people. My administration is in communica-
tions with law enforcement officials, Federal,
State, and local. We are monitoring the inves-
tigation. I am heartbroken for the families who
survived this tragedy, and it just underscores
the degree to which, in each of our countries,
we have to guard against the kind of senseless
violence that the tragedy represents.

So with that, let me start with Richard Wolf,
USA Today.

Outcomes of the G–20 and NATO Summits

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’m wonder-
ing if you can say that you got what you asked
for here and also in London, because you
didn’t ask for everything you wanted. And
what I mean by that is you didn’t get a lot
more combat troops here, and you didn’t get
direct government stimulus there.

The President. Well, first of all, I don’t want
to circle back and have a whole new press con-
ference about the G–20 summit, since I an-
swered some pretty extensive questions there.
A week before the summit, 2 weeks before the
summit, on multiple occasions, I indicated that
the notion somehow that we were seeking to
dictate to other countries their budgets and
their approach to government spending was
simply not accurate. What we said was that all
of us have to take important steps to deal with
economic growth. 

We in the United States have taken
appropriate actions to fill the huge hole in
demand that had occurred as a consequence
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of the financial crisis. We saw that other
countries at the G–20, like China and Japan and
Great Britain and France and Germany, had all
similarly taken stimulus steps. And the most
important thing in terms of stimulus that we
wanted to see at the G–20 was a commitment
that as we monitor what takes place, we assure
that if what’s been done is not adequate, then
we reconvene to make sure that we’re taking
steps that are adequate to create jobs and
regrow the economy.

With respect to what we wanted here in
NATO, the first thing we wanted was consensus
and unity around a refocused approach to Af-
ghanistan. And because of careful consultation
with our allies prior to releasing the results of
our strategic review, we came here expecting
consensus and were gratified to receive that
consensus. You had NATO putting its stamp of
approval on what I believe is a well-thought-
out, hard-headed strategy and approach to Af-
ghanistan, but also the need to deal with the in-
teraction between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

This was not a pledging conference, and yet
we already received the kinds of commitments
that, historically, you don’t see at a conference
like this. And I think if you will talk to prior par-
ticipants, they would tell you that what was
pledged here today was significant. 

Let me just review: We fully resourced the
elections, 3,000 from allies and partners; 300
new paramilitary trainers and mentors for
NATO training missions in Afghanistan; 70
NATO-embedded training teams to support ex-
pansion of the Afghan National Army; $100 mil-
lion downpayment on the Afghan National Ar-
my trust fund; and civilian assistance of half a
billion dollars.

That was at a summit that was designed to
discuss strategy as opposed to attract pledges.
And I think it’s an indication of the fact that this
alliance is committed to achieving the focused
goals that we’ve set out in Afghanistan. I think
that you’re not going to see a division between
allies in terms of how we approach the situation.
I think our allies are encouraged by not only the
consultation that we conducted prior to releas-
ing our strategy, but also our commitment to
continually reviewing the strategy to ensure that
it works.

And what we anticipate is not only that we
will see additional resources brought to bear on
the strategy, but that also we will have estab-
lished a baseline of honesty and clarity about
our purpose so that it will be much more diffi-
cult for each of us in NATO to try to avoid or
shirk the serious responsibilities that are in-
volved in accomplishing our mission. Okay?

Peter Maer, CBS.

Afghanistan/Pakistan/Terrorism

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’ve got a two-
parter on this policy. I’m wondering if at any
time in the course of the meeting or before, you
asked for a commitment from NATO for com-
bat troops in a war stance like the ones already
there and the thousands of others that you’re
ordering.

And since you keep referring to this—and
you have referred to it as an Afghanistan and
Pakistan policy—and you said recently that you
don’t envision sending—you don’t envision
NATO troops being sent to Pakistan, what is the
message to Pakistan and the terrorists who are
hiding out there?

The President. Well, as I said, this was not a
pledging conference. All the NATO allies have
troops on the ground who are in harm’s way.
Our ISAF partners have troops on the ground
in harm’s way. They are making significant
commitments despite having participated in
what has turned out to be a very lengthy opera-
tion.

And so the whole point of the strategy was to
get beyond this notion that somehow there is
one kind of troop and one kind of way of accom-
plishing our mission in Afghanistan. The train-
ers that we’re sending in are not—are no less
important than those who are in the south in di-
rect combat with the Taliban because if we
can’t achieve these other goals, then we will put
more and more of a burden, an unsustainable
burden, on those troops that are conducting di-
rect combat operations. So the answer is, num-
ber one, all these allies have combat troops on
the ground. Number two, part of our strategy is
to make sure that we’ve got a much more com-
prehensive approach.

With respect to Pakistan, we want to bring all
of our diplomatic and development skills to
435



Apr. 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
bear on strengthening Pakistan in part because
they have to have the capacity to take on Al
Qaida within their borders, but also because to
the extent that we strengthen Pakistan’s ability
to deliver goods and services and a better life
for its people, then the less the contagion of
extremism in that country or in the region is
likely to spread.

And I informed our allies here today that we
are going to, despite difficult budget circum-
stances, put more money into aid to Pakistan,
conditioned on some concrete results in deal-
ing with the terrorist threat. And we are going
to be pushing our allies to participate, for ex-
ample, in the donors forum for Pakistan that’s
going to be taking place.

Q. And the message to the terrorists, sir?
The President. We are going to keep on go-

ing until we get this job done. And they should
be clear that we are unified. We are strong.
They will not wear us down. We are going to
complete our mission so that our people are
safe.

Okay. Major [Major Garrett, FOX News].

Human Rights and Military Operations in Af-
ghanistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, and good af-
ternoon. I’d like to ask you about a law that’s
recently been passed in Afghanistan that af-
fects the 10 percent of the Shi’a population
there. A summary of it says it negates the need
for sexual consent between married couples,
tacitly approves child marriage, and restricts a
woman’s right to leave the home. The United
Nations Development Fund for Women says
this legalizes the rape of a wife by her hus-
band. I’d like your assessment of this law,
number one. Number two, will you condition
future troop movements of the U.S. to Af-
ghanistan on the basis of this law being re-
drafted or rewritten? And if not, sir, what
about the character of this law ought to moti-
vate U.S. forces to fight and possibly die in Af-
ghanistan?

The President. Well, first of all, this was ac-
tually a topic of conversation among all the al-
lies. And in our communication—communi-
que, you will see that we specifically state that
part of this comprehensive approach is en-

couraging the respect of human rights. I think
this law is abhorrent. Certainly the views of
the administration have been, and will be,
communicated to the Karzai Government.
And we think that it is very important for us to
be sensitive to local culture, but we also think
that there are certain basic principles that all
nations should uphold, and respect for women
and respect for their freedom and integrity is
an important principle.

Now, I just want to remind people, though,
why our troops are fighting, because I think
the notion that you laid out, Major, was that
our troops might be less motivated. Our troops
are highly motivated to protect the United
States, just as troops from NATO are highly
motivated to protect their own individual
countries and NATO allies collectively. So we
want to do everything we can to encourage
and promote rule of law, human rights, the ed-
ucation of women and girls in Afghanistan,
economic development, infrastructure devel-
opment, but I also want people to understand
that the first reason we are there is to root out
Al Qaida so that they cannot attack members
of the alliance.

Now, I don’t—those two things aren’t con-
tradictory; I think they’re complementary. And
that’s what’s reflected in the communique.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. We have stated very clearly

that we object to this law. But I want every-
body to understand that our focus is to defeat
Al Qaida and ensure that they do not have safe
havens from which they can launch attacks
against the alliance.

Ed Luce from the Financial Times. Where’s
Ed? There he is.

U.S. Place in World Affairs

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. In the context
of all the multilateral activity that’s been going
on this week—the G–20, here at NATO—and
your evident enthusiasm for multilateral
frameworks, to work through multilateral
frameworks, could I ask you whether you
subscribe, as many of your predecessors have,
to the school of American exceptionalism that
sees America as uniquely qualified to lead the
world, or do you have a slightly different
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philosophy? And if so, would you be able to
elaborate on it?

The President. I believe in American excep-
tionalism, just as I suspect that the Brits believe
in British exceptionalism and the Greeks be-
lieve in Greek exceptionalism. I am enormously
proud of my country and its role and history in
the world. If you think about the site of this
summit and what it means, I don’t think Ameri-
ca should be embarrassed to see evidence of the
sacrifices of our troops, the enormous amount
of resources that were put into Europe postwar,
and our leadership in crafting an alliance that
ultimately led to the unification of Europe. We
should take great pride in that. 

And if you think of our current situation, the
United States remains the largest economy in
the world. We have unmatched military capa-
bility. And I think that we have a core set of val-
ues that are enshrined in our Constitution, in
our body of law, in our democratic practices, in
our belief in free speech and equality that,
though imperfect, are exceptional.

Now, the fact that I am very proud of my
country and I think that we’ve got a whole lot to
offer the world does not lessen my interest in
recognizing the value and wonderful qualities of
other countries, or recognizing that we’re not
always going to be right, or that other people
may have good ideas, or that in order for us to
work collectively, all parties have to compro-
mise, and that includes us.

And so I see no contradiction between be-
lieving that America has a continued extraordi-
nary role in leading the world towards peace
and prosperity, and recognizing that that lead-
ership is incumbent depends on our ability to
create partnerships, because we create partner-
ships because we can’t solve these problems
alone.

Steve Thomma, McClatchy.

Troop Levels in Afghanistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Of the 3,000
troops that NATO committed to send to Af-
ghanistan, I wanted to ask you, is that a net in-
crease, or will some of them be replacements?
And more importantly, how open-ended is that
commitment? Will they stay past the election in
August and into 2010 alongside U.S. troops?

The President. You know, the—keep in mind
that this is not a ceiling for what we’re achiev-
ing. Again, I just want to emphasize this was not
a pledge conference. So what I prefer to do is to
have Bob Gates or Mike Mullen or General
McKiernan or others talk to you in detail about
troop rotations, how various NATO contribu-
tions will be integrated into the various opera-
tions that are going to be taking place. But if
you asked people who have been around these
NATO summits, they will tell you that it is high-
ly unusual to see the kinds of commitments that
we saw today this early and this much unanimi-
ty in terms of what our strategy should be. 

Everybody understands it’s going to be hard.
And part of why I think our strategy was re-
ceived favorably was because we did not try to
paper over the difficulties. And I think every
leader who participated in the summit under-
stands that these commitments place a strain on
our populations at a time when we’re already
going through very difficult times. 

We got jobs reports yesterday back home
that 663,000 people have lost their jobs just last
month. States are struggling. Families are strug-
gling. Military families are going through all the
strains and stresses of deployments, and al-
though we’re dealing with that issue successful-
ly, thanks to some good planning by Secretary
Gates and our drawdown in Iraq, this is still a
strain both on our budgets and on our troops,
who are performing brilliantly. And that’s not
unique to the United States; that’s true for all
the NATO allies.

But what I am deeply encouraged by is, I
don’t see any lessening of will to ensure that ter-
rorist organizations cannot operate with impu-
nity and continue to threaten devastating at-
tacks on the United States, NATO members,
and that I think is—that promises success over
the long term.

Let me—I’m going to take just two more
questions, and I’ll—from non-Americans. You
guys weren’t even on my list, but I’m adding
you on so that—and I want you—I want to
make sure that the other world leaders treat my
American colleagues well too, though. [Laugh-
ter] Did Sarkozy give you guys any questions?
[Laughter] You see there? There’s got to be
437



Apr. 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
mutuality in the transatlantic relationship.
[Laughter] 

What’s your name?

The President’s Meetings With Foreign Lead-
ers

Q. Sonja Sagmeister from a little country,
Austria, from the Austrian television. Mr.
President, you said you came here to learn and
listen, so a quite personal question. What did
you learn from your personal talk with the Eu-
ropean leaders? And did this change in a cer-
tain way your views on Europe and its politics?

The President. It’s an interesting question. I
had already formed relationships with many of
them. Some of them I had met when I trav-
eled through Europe before my election.
Some of them I had met because they came to
Washington after the election. This is the first
time I’ve been in a forum with so many of
them at the same time.

I’m extraordinarily impressed by the quality
of leadership. I am constantly reminded that
although there are cultural differences that are
important and that we have to be sensitive to,
what we have in common between Europe
and the United States so vastly exceeds any
differences that we have, that we should not
forget why we are allies, and we should be
careful about some of the easy stereotypes that
take place on both sides of the borders. 

It was also interesting to see that political
interaction in Europe is not that different
from the United States Senate. There’s a lot
of—I don’t know what the term is in Austri-
an—wheeling and dealing—and, you know,
people are pursuing their interests, and every-
body has their own particular issues and their
own particular politics. 

But I think it’s a testimony to the success of
the European Union, as well as NATO, that on
very important issues, each leader seems to be
able to rise above parochial interests in order
to achieve common objectives. And I think
that has accounted for some of the extraordi-
nary success and prosperity of Europe over
the last several years.

Yes, right back there.

The Balkans

Q. Dear Mr. President, I am Vladimir Lame
from Albania, from Tirana Observer. Thanks
for the approval of Albanian candidate to be
member of NATO. But do you think this will
bring peace and stability in Balkans, first of
all? And the new American President will sup-
port Kosovo for membership in U.N. and for
other countries to recognize this new state?

The President. Well, first of all, we are very
proud of Albania and Croatia. And they made
extraordinary efforts at reform in order to see
this day come about, and so we’re grateful for
them.

With respect to the Balkans, I think that be-
cause of NATO actions, because of European
assistance, because of a lot of hard work by the
peoples themselves, we have seen a stabilizing
of the situation. But some of those gains are
fragile. And I am very concerned about the
impact that the economic downturn may have
on the ability of these various countries to stay
focused on achieving peace and resolving dif-
ferences through negotiations. 

That’s not unique to the Balkans. That’s, I
think, true around the world. One of the
points that was made during the G–20 summit
is that what starts as a financial crisis can move
to a broader economic crisis, a social crisis,
and eventually, a political crisis. And so we
have to monitor that very carefully. We want
to play a constructive role in that process. The
first constructive role we can play is to help fix
this economy. Obviously, we have a big role to
play in doing that, and I was very pleased to
see what happened with the G–20. 

But we have a specific role in emerging
markets in developing countries. And many of
these Balkan States, we need to make sure that
their economies are stabilized during this crisis
period. I think that will help in the broader is-
sues of political reconciliation.

Okay. Thank you, everybody. Appreciate it.
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 4:32 p.m. at the Palais de la Musique et des
Congres. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Nicolas Sarkozy of France;
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany; Prime
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Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark,
Secretary General-designate of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization; Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton; President Hamid Kar-

zai of Afghanistan; and Gen. David D. McKier-
nan, USA, commander, NATO International
Security Force, Afghanistan.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Vaclav Klaus and Prime Minister
Mirek Topolanek of the Czech Republic in Prague, Czech Republic
April 5, 2009

Hello, everybody. It is—let me begin by
thanking the President and First Lady for their
extraordinary hospitality in this spectacular set-
ting, in this beautiful city, in a country that is
one of America’s greatest friends. And I am
thrilled to be in Prague, Michelle is thrilled to
be in Prague. And everybody has been extraor-
dinarily gracious. So the main message I have,
first of all is, thank you for the friendship, for
the cooperation, for the strategic partnership
that exists between our two countries.

I do want to make a brief statement about
some news that was made today. North Korea
made a launch this morning that defies U.N.
Security Council resolutions, that harms peace
and stability for Northeast Asia. Secretary Clin-
ton and Ambassador Rice have already begun
reaching out to our friends and allies to coordi-
nate ahead of the Security Council meeting
that’s been scheduled for this afternoon.

The launch only underscores the urgency of
the agenda that I will be laying out in my
speech later this morning. I call on North Korea
to honor its commitment to abandon all nuclear
weapons programs, to abide by recognized

norms of international relations, and to work to
promote peace and stability in Northeast Asia.

North Korea’s development of a ballistic mis-
sile capability, regardless of the stated purpose
of this launch, is aimed at providing it with the
ability to threaten countries near and far with
weapons of mass destruction. This action de-
mands a response from the international com-
munity, including from the United Nations Se-
curity Council to demonstrate that its resolution
cannot be defied with impunity.

Thank you very much. Again, I want to thank
the President and First Lady and the entire
Czech delegation for their extraordinary hospi-
tality and the warm friendship between our two
countries.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. at
Prague Castle. In his remarks, he referred to
Livia Klausova, wife of President Klaus; Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton; and U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations Susan E.
Rice. Audio was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Prague
April 5, 2009

Thank you so much. Thank you for this won-
derful welcome. Thank you to the people of
Prague. Thank you to the people of the Czech
Republic. Today I’m proud to stand here with
you in the middle of this great city, in the center
of Europe. And to paraphrase one of my prede-
cessors, I am also proud to be the man who
brought Michelle Obama to Prague. 

To Mr. President, to Mr. Prime Minister, to
all the dignitaries who are here, thank you for
your extraordinary hospitality. And to the peo-

ple of the Czech Republic, thank you for your
friendship to the United States. 

Now, I’ve learned over many years to appre-
ciate the good company and the good humor of
the Czech people in my hometown of Chicago.
Behind me is a statue of a hero of the Czech
people, Tomas Masaryk. In 1918, after America
had pledged its support for Czech indepen-
dence, Masaryk spoke to a crowd in Chicago
that was estimated to be over 100,000. I don’t
think I can match his record—[laughter]—but I
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am honored to follow his footsteps from Chi-
cago to Prague. 

For over a thousand years, Prague has set it-
self apart from any other city in any other
place. You’ve known war and peace. You’ve
seen empires rise and fall. You’ve led revolu-
tions in the arts and science, in politics and in
poetry. Through it all, the people of Prague
have insisted on pursuing their own path and
defining their own destiny. And this city—this
golden city, which is both ancient and youth-
ful—stands as a living monument to your un-
conquerable spirit. 

When I was born, the world was divided,
and our nations were faced with very different
circumstances. Few people would have pre-
dicted that someone like me would one day
become the President of the United States.
Few people would have predicted that an
American President would one day be permit-
ted to speak to an audience like this in Prague.
Few would have imagined that the Czech Re-
public would become a free nation, a member
of NATO, a leader of a united Europe. Those
ideas would have been dismissed as dreams.

We are here today because enough people
ignored the voices who told them that the
world could not change. We’re here today be-
cause of the courage of those who stood up
and took risks to say that freedom is a right for
all people, no matter what side of a wall they
live on, and no matter what they look like. We
are here today because of the Prague Spring,
because the simple and principled pursuit of
liberty and opportunity shamed those who re-
lied on the power of tanks and arms to put
down the will of a people. 

We are here today because 20 years ago, the
people of this city took to the streets to claim
the promise of a new day and the fundamental
human rights that had been denied them for
far too long. Sametova Revoluce—the Velvet
Revolution taught us many things. It showed
us that peaceful protest could shake the foun-
dations of an empire and expose the emptiness
of an ideology. It showed us that small coun-
tries can play a pivotal role in world events,
and that young people can lead the way in
overcoming old conflicts. And it proved that

moral leadership is more powerful than any
weapon. 

That’s why I’m speaking to you in the center
of a Europe that is peaceful, united, and free,
because ordinary people believed that divi-
sions could be bridged, even when their lead-
ers did not. They believed that walls could
come down; that peace could prevail. We are
here today because Americans and Czechs be-
lieved against all odds that today could be pos-
sible. 

Now, we share this common history. But
now this generation—our generation—cannot
stand still. We too have a choice to make. As
the world has become less divided, it has be-
come more interconnected. And we’ve seen
events move faster than our ability to control
them—a global economy in crisis, a changing
climate, the persistent dangers of old conflicts,
new threats, and the spread of catastrophic
weapons. 

None of these challenges can be solved
quickly or easily. But all of them demand that
we listen to one another and work together;
that we focus on our common interests, not on
occasional differences; and that we reaffirm
our shared values, which are stronger than any
force that could drive us apart. That is the
work that we must carry on. That is the work
that I have come to Europe to begin. 

To renew our prosperity, we need action co-
ordinated across borders. That means invest-
ments to create new jobs. That means resisting
the walls of protectionism that stand in the
way of growth. That means a change in our fi-
nancial system, with new rules to prevent
abuse and future crisis. 

And we have an obligation to our common
prosperity and our common humanity to ex-
tend a hand to those emerging markets and
impoverished people who are suffering the
most, even though they may have had very lit-
tle to do with financial crises, which is why we
set aside over a trillion dollars for the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund earlier this week, to
make sure that everybody receives some assis-
tance. 

Now, to protect our planet, now is the time
to change the way that we use energy. Togeth-
er, we must confront climate change by ending
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the world’s dependence on fossil fuels, by tap-
ping the power of new sources of energy like
the wind and sun, and calling upon all nations to
do their part. And I pledge to you that in this
global effort, the United States is now ready to
lead. 

To provide for our common security, we
must strengthen our alliance. NATO was
founded 60 years ago, after communism took
over Czechoslovakia. That was when the free
world learned too late that it could not afford
division. So we came together to forge the
strongest alliance that the world has ever
known. And we should—stood shoulder to
shoulder, year after year, decade after decade,
until an Iron Curtain was lifted and freedom
spread like flowing water. 

This marks the 10th year of NATO member-
ship for the Czech Republic. And I know that
many times in the 20th century, decisions were
made without you at the table. Great powers let
you down or determined your destiny without
your voice being heard. I am here to say that
the United States will never turn its back on the
people of this nation. We are bound by shared
values, shared history—we are bound by shared
values and shared history and the enduring
promise of our alliance. NATO’s Article 5 states
it clearly: “An attack on one is an attack on all.”
That is a promise for our time and for all time. 

The people of the Czech Republic kept that
promise after America was attacked; thousands
were killed on our soil, and NATO responded.
NATO’s mission in Afghanistan is fundamental
to the safety of people on both sides of the At-
lantic. We are targeting the same Al Qaida ter-
rorists who have struck from New York to Lon-
don and helping the Afghan people take re-
sponsibility for their future. We are demon-
strating that free nations can make common
cause on behalf of our common security. And I
want you to know that we honor the sacrifices of
the Czech people in this endeavor and mourn
the loss of those you’ve lost. 

But no alliance can afford to stand still. We
must work together as NATO members so that
we have contingency plans in place to deal with
new threats, wherever they may come from. We
must strengthen our cooperation with one an-
other and with other nations and institutions

around the world to confront dangers that rec-
ognize no borders. And we must pursue con-
structive relations with Russia on issues of com-
mon concern. 

Now, one of those issues that I’ll focus on to-
day is fundamental to the security of our nations
and to the peace of the world—that’s the future
of nuclear weapons in the 21st century. The ex-
istence of thousands of nuclear weapons is the
most dangerous legacy of the cold war. No nu-
clear war was fought between the United States
and the Soviet Union, but generations lived
with the knowledge that their world could be
erased in a single flash of light. Cities like
Prague that existed for centuries, that embod-
ied the beauty and the talent of so much of hu-
manity, would have ceased to exist. 

Today, the cold war has disappeared but
thousands of those weapons have not. In a
strange turn of history, the threat of global nu-
clear war has gone down, but the risk of a nucle-
ar attack has gone up. More nations have ac-
quired these weapons. Testing has continued.
Black market trade in nuclear secrets and nu-
clear materials abound. The technology to build
a bomb has spread. Terrorists are determined
to buy, build, or steal one. Our efforts to con-
tain these dangers are centered on a global non-
proliferation regime, but as more people and
nations break the rules, we could reach the
point where the center cannot hold. 

Now, understand, this matters to people ev-
erywhere. One nuclear weapon exploded in one
city—be it New York or Moscow, Islamabad or
Mumbai, Tokyo or Tel Aviv, Paris or
Prague—could kill hundreds of thousands of
people. And no matter where it happens, there
is no end to what the consequences might be
for our global safety, our security, our society,
our economy, to our ultimate survival. 

Some argue that the spread of these weapons
cannot be stopped, cannot be checked; that we
are destined to live in a world where more na-
tions and more people possess the ultimate
tools of destruction. Such fatalism is a deadly
adversary, for if we believe that the spread of
nuclear weapons is inevitable, then in some way
we are admitting to ourselves that the use of nu-
clear weapons is inevitable. 
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Now, just as we stood for freedom in the
20th century, we must stand together for the
right of people everywhere to live free from
fear in the 21st century. And as nuclear pow-
er—as a nuclear power, as the only nuclear
power to have used a nuclear weapon, the
United States has a moral responsibility to act.
We cannot succeed in this endeavor alone, but
we can lead it; we can start it.

So today I state clearly and with conviction
America’s commitment to seek the peace and
security of a world without nuclear weapons.
I’m not naive. This goal will not be reached
quickly, perhaps not in my lifetime. It will take
patience and persistence. But now we too
must ignore the voices who tell us that the
world cannot change. We have to insist, “Yes
we can.”

Now, let me describe to you the trajectory
we need to be on. First, the United States will
take concrete steps towards a world without
nuclear weapons. To put an end to cold war
thinking, we will reduce the role of nuclear
weapons in our national security strategy and
urge others to do the same. Make no mistake,
as long as these weapons exist, the United
States will maintain a safe, secure, and effec-
tive arsenal to deter any adversary and guaran-
tee that defense to our allies, including the
Czech Republic. But we will begin the work of
reducing our arsenal.

To reduce our warheads and stockpiles, we
will negotiate a new Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty with the Russians this year. President
Medvedev and I began this process in London
and will seek a new agreement by the end of
this year that is legally binding and sufficiently
bold. And this will set the stage for further
cuts, and we will seek to include all nuclear
weapons states in this endeavor. 

To achieve a global ban on nuclear testing,
my administration will immediately and ag-
gressively pursue U.S. ratification of the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty. After more than
five decades of talks, it is time for the testing of
nuclear weapons to finally be banned. 

And to cut off the building blocks needed
for a bomb, the United States will seek a new
treaty that verifiably ends the production of
fissile materials intended for use in state nu-

clear weapons. If we are serious about stop-
ping the spread of these weapons, then we
should put an end to the dedicated production
of weapons-grade materials that create them.
That’s the first step.

Second, together we will strengthen the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a basis for
cooperation. The basic bargain is sound.
Countries with nuclear weapons will move to-
wards disarmament, countries without nuclear
weapons will not acquire them, and all coun-
tries can access peaceful nuclear energy. To
strengthen the treaty, we should embrace sev-
eral principles. We need more resources and
authority to strengthen international inspec-
tions. We need real and immediate conse-
quences for countries caught breaking the
rules or trying to leave the treaty without
cause.

And we should build a new framework for
civil nuclear cooperation, including an interna-
tional fuel bank, so that countries can access
peaceful power without increasing the risks of
proliferation. That must be the right of every
nation that renounces nuclear weapons, espe-
cially developing countries embarking on
peaceful programs. And no approach will suc-
ceed if it’s based on the denial of rights to na-
tions that play by the rules. We must harness
the power of nuclear energy on behalf of our
efforts to combat climate change and to ad-
vance peace opportunity for all people. 

But we go forward with no illusions. Some
countries will break the rules. That’s why we
need a structure in place that ensures when
any nation does, they will face consequences.
Just this morning we were reminded again of
why we need a new and more rigorous ap-
proach to address this threat. North Korea
broke the rules once again by testing a rocket
that could be used for long-range missiles.
This provocation underscores the need for ac-
tion, not just this afternoon at the U.N. Securi-
ty Council, but in our determination to pre-
vent the spread of these weapons. 

Rules must be binding. Violations must be
punished. Words must mean something. The
world must stand together to prevent the
spread of these weapons. Now is the time for a
strong international response, and North
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Korea must know that the path to security and
respect will never come through threats and
illegal weapons. All nations must come together
to build a stronger, global regime. And that’s
why we must stand shoulder to shoulder to
pressure the North Koreans to change course.

Iran has yet to build a nuclear weapon. My
administration will seek engagement with Iran
based on mutual interests and mutual respect.
We believe in dialog, but in that dialog we will
present a clear choice. We want Iran to take its
rightful place in the community of nations, po-
litically and economically. We will support
Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear energy with rig-
orous inspections. That’s a path that the Islamic
Republic can take. Or the Government can
choose increased isolation, international pres-
sure, and a potential nuclear arms race in the
region that will increase insecurity for all. 

So let me be clear: Iran’s nuclear and ballistic
missile activity poses a real threat, not just to
the United States, but to Iran’s neighbors and
our allies. The Czech Republic and Poland have
been courageous in agreeing to host a defense
against these missiles. As long as the threat
from Iran persists, we will go forward with a
missile defense system that is cost-effective and
proven. If the Iranian threat is eliminated, we
will have a stronger basis for security and the
driving force for missile defense construction in
Europe will be removed. 

So finally, we must ensure that terrorists nev-
er acquire a nuclear weapon. This is the most
immediate and extreme threat to global securi-
ty. One terrorist with one nuclear weapon could
unleash massive destruction. Al Qaida has said
it seeks a bomb and that it would have no prob-
lem with using it. And we know that there is un-
secured nuclear material across the globe. To
protect our people, we must act with a sense of
purpose without delay. So today I am announc-
ing a new international effort to secure all vul-
nerable nuclear material around the world with-
in 4 years. We will set new standards, expand
our cooperation with Russia, pursue new part-
nerships to lock down these sensitive materials. 

We must also build on our efforts to break up
black markets, detect and intercept materials in
transit, and use financial tools to disrupt this

dangerous trade. Because this threat will be
lasting, we should come together to turn efforts
such as the Proliferation Security Initiative and
the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terror-
ism into durable international institutions. And
we should start by having a global summit on
nuclear security that the United States will host
within the next year. 

Now, I know that there are some who will
question whether we can act on such a broad
agenda. There are those who doubt whether
true international cooperation is possible, given
inevitable differences among nations. And there
are those who hear talk of a world without nu-
clear weapons and doubt whether it’s worth set-
ting a goal that seems impossible to achieve. 

But make no mistake: We know where that
road leads. When nations and peoples allow
themselves to be defined by their differences,
the gulf between them widens. When we fail to
pursue peace, then it stays forever beyond our
grasp. We know the path when we choose fear
over hope. To denounce or shrug off a call for
cooperation is an easy but also a cowardly thing
to do. That’s how wars begin. That’s where hu-
man progress ends. 

There is violence and injustice in our world
that must be confronted. We must confront it
not by splitting apart but by standing together
as free nations, as free people. I know that a call
to arms can stir the souls of men and women
more than a call to lay them down. But that is
why the voices for peace and progress must be
raised together. 

Those are the voices that still echo through
the streets of Prague. Those are the ghosts of
1968. Those were the joyful sounds of the Vel-
vet Revolution. Those were the Czechs who
helped bring down a nuclear-armed empire
without firing a shot. 

Human destiny will be what we make of it.
And here in Prague, let us honor our past by
reaching for a better future. Let us bridge our
divisions, build upon our hopes, accept our re-
sponsibility to leave this world more prosperous
and more peaceful than we found it. Together
we can do it. 

Thank you very much. Thank you, Prague. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:21 a.m. in
Hradcany Square. In his remarks, he referred
to President Vaclav Klaus and Prime Minister

Mirek Topolanek of the Czech Republic; and
President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia.

Exchange With Reporters in Prague
April 5, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. I hope
you’re not tired of me by now.

Q. Sir, what’s your message for North Ko-
rea, please?

Situation in North Korea

The President. We delivered it today. They,
I think, have taken a provocative action. It cre-
ates instability in their region, around the
world. If they want to take an appropriate path

to rejoin the international community and
break out of their isolation, that’s available to
them. That’s not the path they’re taking right
now. And we intend to work with the interna-
tional community to deliver a strong message.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. at
the Prague Congress Center. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of
Spain in Prague
April 5, 2009

I just want to say that I’ve very much en-
joyed working with Mr. Zapatero over the last
several days. He is somebody who clearly un-
derstands not only Spain’s extraordinary influ-
ence in the world, but also takes those respon-
sibilities very seriously. And I think that we’re
going to be able to establish what is already a
strong relationship between the two countries.
I think we can make it even stronger. So I’m

glad to call him a friend, and I welcome our
opportunities to cooperate on a whole host of
issues in the years to come.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in the
Prague Congress Center. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Lech Kaczynski and Prime
Minister Donald Tusk of Poland in Prague 
April 5, 2009

Let me just say very briefly that the rela-
tionship between the United States and Po-
land is one of the strongest in the world. It’s
based not only on shared values, but also on
the fact that, just to give you an example, in
Chicago, my friends from Poland and the con-
tribution they’ve made to our city is part of
what makes America. So we have benefited
from Polish culture and the Polish people and
the outstanding Polish character.

And so it is a great pleasure to meet with
these outstanding leaders. We’re looking for-
ward to continuing some of the conversations
that we’ve been having both in the EU summit
as well as in earlier meetings in NATO. And
I’m confident that on issues ranging from se-
curity to energy to economics, that by working
together, we’re going to be able to make both
our countries more prosperous and more
peaceful for future generations.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. in the
Prague Congress Center. Audio was not avail-

able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Former President Vaclav Havel of the Czech
Republic in Prague
April 5, 2009

President Obama. I just want to say very
briefly before this brief visit that I was a fan of
Mr. Havel’s writings even before he ended up
leading, or helping to lead the liberation of this
extraordinary country. And so for me to be able
to spend some time with him and draw inspira-
tion from him is something that I very much ap-
preciate, and it’s a great way to cap off my visit
not just to the Czech Republic, but also my visit
to Europe.

Former President Havel. I’m grateful to the
President that he found time in his busy sched-
ule to receive me. And I’m his big admirer, and
I’m really glad that we could meet.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:47 p.m. at the
Prague Congress Center. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Statement on the Situation in North Korea
April 5, 2009

North Korea’s development and proliferation
of ballistic missile technology pose a threat to
the Northeast Asian region and to international
peace and security. The launch today of a Ta-
epodong-2 missile was a clear violation of Unit-
ed Nations Security Council Resolution 1718,
which expressly prohibits North Korea from
conducting ballistic missile-related activities of
any kind. With this provocative act, North Ko-
rea has ignored its international obligations, re-
jected unequivocal calls for restraint, and fur-
ther isolated itself from the community of na-
tions.

We will immediately consult with our allies
in the region, including Japan and the Republic
of Korea and members of the U.N. Security
Council, to bring this matter before the Coun-
cil. I urge North Korea to abide fully by the res-

olutions of the U.N. Security Council and to re-
frain from further provocative actions. 

Preventing the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and their means of delivery is
a high priority for my administration. The Unit-
ed States is fully committed to maintaining se-
curity and stability in Northeast Asia, and we
will continue working for the verifiable denu-
clearization of the Korean Peninsula through
the six-party talks. The six-party talks provide
the forum for achieving denuclearization, re-
ducing tensions, and for resolving other issues
of concern between North Korea, its four
neighbors, and the United States. North Korea
has a pathway to acceptance in the international
community, but it will not find that acceptance
unless it abandons its pursuit of weapons of
mass destruction and abides by its international
obligations and commitments.

Joint Statement by the United States and the European Council on the North
Korean Launch 
April 5, 2009

The launch of a missile by North Korea de-
fies UN Security Council resolutions and harms
peace and stability in northeast Asia. We call on

North Korea to honor its commitment to aban-
don all nuclear weapons programs, to abide by
recognized norms of international relations, and
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to work to promote peace and stability in
northeast Asia. North Korea’s development of
a ballistic missile capability, regardless of the
stated purpose of this launch, is aimed at pro-
viding it with the ability to threaten countries
near and far with weapons of mass destruction.
This action demands a response from the in-
ternational community, including from the
UN Security Council to demonstrate that its
resolutions cannot be defied with impunity. 

The United States and the European Union
stand ready to work with others in welcoming
into the international community a North Ko-
rea that abandons its pursuit of weapons of
mass destruction and policy of threats aimed at

its neighbors and that protects the rights of its
people. Such a North Korea could share in the
prosperity and development that the remain-
der of northeast Asia has achieved in recent
years. North Korea, however, cannot realize
either international acceptance or economic
development linked to the international sys-
tem until it ceases its threatening behavior and
works with the other parties to implement the
September 19, 2005 Six-Party Joint Statement.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

The President’s News Conference With President Abdullah Gul of Turkey in
Ankara, Turkey
April 6, 2009

President Gul. We are very pleased to host
the President of the United States, Mr. Barack
Obama, in Turkey. It would not be wrong to
say that our discussions began in Strasbourg,
and the discussions that we began in Stras-
bourg, we continued with them today, both
during our meeting and then over lunch, and it
was very beneficial.

At the outset of my remarks, I would like to
say that we heard that there’s been an earth-
quake in Italy. We just heard. And I would like
to express my condolences to the people who
lost their lives. We share the sorrow of the Ital-
ian people.

We are very appreciative of the fact that
Mr. Obama, having been elected President,
made Turkey one of his stops in his first over-
seas visit, and we have been very happy with
that; the Turkish people have been very happy
with that.

We have had opportunity to review the stra-
tegic dimension of our relations. Most of our
relations seem to be on a military and political
dimension, but we are also determined to
move forward on the economic dimension of
our relations. On the area of technology, we’ll
continue to support development of economic
and technology cooperation. These are areas
which we place importance on.

In—we look at Turkish-American issues, we
see that the United States is very much inter-
ested, and must be interested, in important is-
sues around the world as a superpower. And
Turkey is an important country in her region,
and Turkey is very much interested in many
subjects. So if we were to make two separate
lists of the issues that our countries are inter-
ested in, we would see that they are very much
alike. And so I’m very pleased to say that Tur-
key and the United States have great under-
standing for each other and they work in coop-
eration with each other.

Of course, fighting against terrorism is one
of the most important issues for both of the
countries, and the cooperation that we’ve had
so far will be further developed. And in many
geographies, from Afghanistan to the Caucus-
es to the Balkans to the Middle East, we are
working together, and we are determined to
continue to work together. And the President
has also shown great interest to Turkey’s rela-
tions with the European Union. We appreciate
that very much. We thank him very much for
his words in that regard.

I think that this visit has been very benefi-
cial. I’d like to welcome the President once
again and wish him success.

Please.
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President Obama. Well, thank you very
much. And, President Gul, you could not be a
better host, and we are grateful to you and your
team as well as all the people of Turkey for the
extraordinary hospitality that you’ve extended
to us.

As you mentioned, we just heard the news of
the earthquake in Italy, and we want to send out
condolences to the families there and hope that
we are able to get the rescue teams in and that
we can minimize the damage as much as possi-
ble moving forward.

I have now spent a week traveling through
Europe. And I’ve been asked, “Are you trying to
make a statement by ending this weeklong trip
in Turkey?” And the answer is, yes, I am trying
to make a statement. I’m trying to make a state-
ment about the importance of Turkey not just
to the United States but to the world. This is a
country that has been often said lies at the
crossroads between East and West. It’s a coun-
try that possesses an extraordinarily rich heri-
tage, but also represents a blend of those an-
cient traditions with a modern nation state that
respects democracy, respects rule of law, and is
striving towards a modern economy.

It is a member of NATO, and it is also a ma-
jority Muslim nation, unique in that position,
and so, as a consequence, has insights into a
whole host of regional and strategic challenges
that we may face. And I’ve been extraordinarily
impressed with President Gul and the quality of
his leadership, as well as Prime Minister Erdo-
gan, and so as a consequence, I am excited
about the prospects of us working together.

As the President noted, we had a wide-rang-
ing conversation. We thanked Turkey for its
outstanding work in Afghanistan, and we dis-
cussed our strategic review. We have a similar
perspective in terms of how to move forward,
and Turkey’s contributions to ISAF and the
overarching effort is going to be critical. We dis-
cussed the progress that’s been made in Iraq
and how we can continue to build on that prog-
ress as the U.S. begins to draw down its troops.

We talked about Middle East peace and how
that can be achieved. And we discussed the
need—a shared view for us to reduce the threat
of nuclear proliferation not just in the region
but around the world. And as President Gul

noted, we also talked about business and com-
merce, because all too often the U.S.-Turkish
relationship has been characterized just by mili-
tary issues, and yet there’s enormous possibili-
ties for us to grow the economy and to make
sure that trade between our countries and com-
merce and the lines of communication between
our two countries continually strengthen, be-
cause we think that that’s going to be good for
Turkey, but it’s also going to be good for the
United States.

So we also discussed the issue of terrorism
more broadly. And I reiterated my support to
make sure that we are supporting Turkey in
dealing with terrorist threats that may—they
may experience. So overall it was an extremely
productive meeting, and it gives me confidence
that, moving forward, not only are we going to
be able to improve our bilateral relations, but as
we work together, we’re going to be able to, I
think, shape a set of strategies that can bridge
the divide between the Muslim world and the
West that can make us more prosperous and
more secure. And so I’m proud that the United
States is a partner with Turkey, and we want to
build on that partnership in the years to come.

President Gul. Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you. Okay. We

were going to call on one——
President Gul. One and one, yes. Sorry.
President Obama. Do you want me to start or

you?
President Gul. You can start, yes.
President Obama. Christy Parsons, Chicago

Tribune—hometown newspaper.

Armenia and Turkey

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. As a U.S. Sena-
tor you stood with the Armenian American
community in calling for Turkey’s acknowledge-
ment of the Armenian genocide, and you also
supported the passage of the Armenian geno-
cide resolution. You said, as President you
would recognize the genocide. And my ques-
tion for you is, have you changed your view, and
did you ask President Gul to recognize the
genocide by name?

President Obama. Well, my views are on the
record, and I have not changed views. What I
have been very encouraged by is news that
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under President Gul’s leadership, you are
seeing a series of negotiations, a process in
place between Armenia and Turkey to resolve
a whole host of longstanding issues including
this one.

I want to be as encouraging as possible
around those negotiations which are moving
forward and could bear fruit very quickly, very
soon. And so as a consequence, what I want to
do is not focus on my views right now but fo-
cus on the views of the Turkish and the Arme-
nian people. If they can move forward and
deal with a difficult and tragic history, then I
think the entire world should encourage them.

And so what I told the President was I want
to be as constructive as possible in moving
these issues forward quickly. And my sense is,
is that they are moving quickly. I don’t want to,
as the President of the United States, preempt
any possible arrangements or announcements
that might be made in the near future. I just
want to say that we are going to be a partner in
working through these issues in such a way
that the most important parties, the Turks and
the Armenians, are finally coming to terms in a
constructive way.

Q. So if I understand you correctly, your
view hasn’t changed, but you’ll put in abey-
ance the issue of whether to use that word in
the future?

President Obama. What I’d like to do is to
encourage President Gul to move forward
with what have been some very fruitful negoti-
ations. And I’m not interested in the United
States in any way tilting these negotiations one
way or another while they are having useful
discussions.

Q. Thank you.
President Gul. Let me also share my views

on the subject. This is an issue under great dis-
cussion. But it is not a legal or political issue,
it’s a historical issue. What is being discussed is
a situation that was experienced in 1915 under
the conditions of World War I, when the Otto-
man Empire was battling on four fronts. And
unfortunately, some citizens of the empire
then were provoked by some other countries
and there were many internal clashes and
many people lost their lives. And we share the
sorrow of all those who lost their lives, but we

have to remember that the Muslim population
also suffered greatly at the same time.

And at the time, from the Balkans, from the
Caucasus, there were millions of Muslim
Turks who were displaced, who were having to
come to travel to Turkey, and there were many
losses as they traveled. So the losses there took
place during the chaotic times of the situation
then.

But when the Turkish republic, the modern
republic, was established, the Turkish republic
did not create this into big issue in order not to
create greater hatred or hostility in future gen-
erations. But unfortunately, these issues, polit-
ically, especially by the diaspora, have been
brought to the agenda as a way to perhaps
cling to their identity.

And our view to that has been that we
should let the historians, the experts on the
subject, sit down and talk about this issue. We
are ready to face the realities, the facts. It can-
not be the politicians and the legal experts who
can make decisions here as to what happened
when, under what conditions, and who lost
more lives and who is right and who is wrong.
It is not a parliamentarian, a politician who can
make a decision on this without knowing the
circumstances to the situation.

So that’s why we suggested that a joint his-
tory commission be established and that we
would agree to the results of the—or the con-
clusions of this commission. And Turkey
opened—made its archives available for that
purpose. And we invited everyone, including
the Armenians, and we took one more step
forward and we said that if another country,
for example, the United States or France, if
they are very much interested in this issue,
then they too could be a part of this joint com-
mission, and we would be ready to listen to the
conclusions of that commission.

We, as Turkey, we would like to have good
relations with all the countries in our region.
Our relations with Armenia, unfortunately, did
not exist so much, although there are some
Armenian citizens in Turkey now. There are
more than 70,000 Armenians who work, live in
Turkey, who send money back to their
families, and there are some cultural activities,
some flights. But we didn’t have other
448



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 6
relations. And our goal in order to normalize
these relations, as Mr. President has just said,
we initiated some discussions to normalize
relations, and we would like to see a good
resolution of these discussions.

No doubt there’s a new situation in the Cau-
casus. We saw how potential events could flare
up in the Caucuses last year. So it’s important
that in this process we work together to try to
resolve the issues in the Caucasus. We should
work to resolve issues between Armenia and
Azerbaijan and all the conflicts in the region so
that the area becomes fertile ground for greater
cooperation. And we have a lot of work, with
the best of intentions, in that regard. And I do
believe that when we reach a conclusion, we
will have resolved many issues.

Yes, now——

Turkey-U.S. Relations/Kurdistan Workers’ Par-
ty (PKK)

Q. A question to both Presidents, both lead-
ers. Mr. Obama, during the Bush Presidency
there were some difficulties in Turkish-Ameri-
can relations, and certain steps were taken to
resolve those difficulties. We are in the third
month of your Presidency and there is a high
expectation in the Turkish public opinion as
well about Turkish-American relations. So what
will be changes in your outlook on Turkish-
American relations as opposed to the previous
administration?

Another question to both Presidents. You
said that you discussed fighting against terror-
ism. There’s, again, a lot of expectation in the
Turkish public opinion regarding the elimina-
tion of the PKK. What sort of concrete steps
will we see in that regard?

President Obama. As I mentioned at the out-
set, I think, despite some of the problems that
we saw beginning in 2003, that you have seen
steady improvement between U.S.-Turkish re-
lations. I don’t think they ever deteriorated so
far that we ceased to be friends and allies. And
what I hope to do is to build on what is already a
strong foundation. As I indicated earlier, com-
mercial ties can be improved. That’s an area
where I think the President and I share a vision.

I think, when it comes to our cooperation on
terrorism, I’ve been very clear that PKK is on

our terrorist watch list. As a NATO ally of Tur-
key’s, we are very comfortable with providing
them the assistance they need to reduce the
threat. We have seen that cooperation bear fruit
over the last several months, over the last year.
You’ve seen a lessening of the attacks that have
been taking place. We’ll continue to provide
that support, and President Gul and I discussed
how we can provide additional support on that
front. But we have been very clear that terror-
ism is not acceptable in any circumstances. 

I think that where there’s the most promise
of building stronger U.S.-Turkish relations is in
the recognition that Turkey and the United
States can build a model partnership in which a
predominantly Christian nation and a predomi-
nantly Muslim nation, a Western nation and a
nation that straddles two continents—that we
can create a modern international community
that is respectful, that is secure, that is prosper-
ous; that there are not tensions—inevitable ten-
sions between cultures, which I think is extraor-
dinarily important.

That’s something that’s very important to me.
I’ve said before that one of the great strengths
of the United States is—although, as I men-
tioned, we have a very large Christian popula-
tion, we do not consider ourselves a Christian
nation or a Jewish nation or a Muslim nation;
we consider ourselves a nation of citizens who
are bound by ideals and a set of values.

I think Turkey was—modern Turkey was
founded with a similar set of principles, and yet
what we’re seeing is—in both countries—that
promise of a secular country that is respectful of
religious freedom, respectful of rule of law, re-
spectful of freedom, upholding these values and
being willing to stand up for them in the inter-
national stage. If we are joined together in de-
livering that message, East and West, to the
world, then I think that we can have an extraor-
dinary impact. And I’m very much looking for-
ward to that partnership in the days to come.

Okay.
President Gul. Okay. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:55 p.m. at Cankaya Palace. In his remarks,
the President referred to Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey. President Gul spoke
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in Turkish, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter. Portions of this news confer-

ence could not be verified because the audio
was incomplete.

Remarks to the Grand National Assembly of Turkey in Ankara
April 6, 2009

Mr. Speaker, Madam Deputy Speaker, dis-
tinguished members, I am honored to speak in
this chamber, and I am committed to renew-
ing the alliance between our nations and the
friendship between our people. 

This is my first trip overseas as President of
the United States. I’ve been to the G–20 sum-
mit in London and the NATO summit in
Strasbourg and the European Union summit
in Prague. Some people have asked me if I
chose to continue my travels to Ankara and Is-
tanbul to send a message to the world. And my
answer is simple: evet—yes. Turkey is a critical
ally. Turkey is an important part of Europe.
And Turkey and the United States must stand
together and work together to overcome the
challenges of our time.

Now, this morning I had the great privilege
of visiting the tomb of your extraordinary
founder of your republic. And I was deeply
impressed by this beautiful memorial to a man
who did so much to shape the course of histo-
ry. But it is also clear that the greatest monu-
ment to Ataturk’s life is not something that can
be cast in stone and marble. His greatest lega-
cy is Turkey’s strong, vibrant, secular democ-
racy, and that is the work that this assembly
carries on today. 

Now, this future was not easily assured; it
was not guaranteed. At the end of World War
I, Turkey could have succumbed to the foreign
powers that were trying to claim its territory,
or sought to restore an ancient empire. But
Turkey chose a different future. You freed
yourself from foreign control, and you found-
ed a republic that commands the respect of
the United States and the wider world. 

And there is a simple truth to this story.
Turkey’s democracy is your own achievement.
It was not forced upon you by any outside
power, nor did it come without struggle and
sacrifice. Turkey draws strength from both the
successes of the past and from the efforts of

each generation of Turks that makes new
progress for your people. 

Now, my country’s democracy has its own
story. The general who led America in revolu-
tion and governed as our first President was, as
many of you know, George Washington. And
like you, we built a grand monument to honor
our Founding Father, a towering obelisk that
stands in the heart of the Capital City that
bears Washington’s name. I can see the Wash-
ington Monument from the window of the
White House every day.

It took decades to build. There were fre-
quent delays. Over time, more and more peo-
ple contributed to help make this monument
the inspiring structure that still stands tall to-
day. Among those who came to our aid were
friends from all across the world who offered
their own tributes to Washington and the
country he helped to found. 

And one of those tributes came from Istan-
bul. Ottoman Sultan Abdulmecid sent a mar-
ble plaque that helped to build the Washing-
ton Monument. Inscribed in the plaque was a
poem that began with a few simple words: “So
as to strengthen the friendship between the
two countries.” Over 150 years have passed
since those words were carved into marble.
Our nations have changed in many ways, but
our friendship is strong, and our alliance en-
dures. 

It is a friendship that flourished in the years
after World War II, when President Truman
committed our Nation to the defense of Tur-
key’s freedom and sovereignty and Turkey
committed itself into the NATO alliance.
Turkish troops have served by our side from
Korea to Kosovo to Kabul. Together we with-
stood the great test of the cold war. Trade be-
tween our nations has steadily advanced; so
has cooperation in science and research.

The ties among our people have deepened
as well, and more and more Americans of
Turkish origin live and work and succeed
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within our borders. And as a basketball fan, I’ve
even noticed that Hedo Turkoglu and Mehmet
Okur have got some pretty good basketball
games. 

So the United States and Turkey have not al-
ways agreed on every issue, and that’s to be ex-
pected; no two nations do. But we have stood
together through many challenges over the last
60 years. And because of the strength of our al-
liance and the endurance of our friendship,
both America and Turkey are stronger and the
world is more secure. 

Now our two democracies are confronted by
an unprecedented set of challenges: an eco-
nomic crisis that recognizes no borders, extrem-
ism that leads to the killing of innocent men and
women and children, strains on our energy sup-
ply and a changing climate, the proliferation of
the world’s deadliest weapons, and the persis-
tence of tragic conflict. 

These are the great tests of our young centu-
ry. And the choices that we make in the coming
years will determine whether the future will be
shaped by fear or by freedom, by poverty or by
prosperity, by strife or by a just, secure, and
lasting peace.

This much is certain: No one nation can con-
front these challenges alone, and all nations
have a stake in overcoming them. That is why
we must listen to one another and seek com-
mon ground. That is why we must build on our
mutual interests and rise above our differences.
We are stronger when we act together. That is
the message that I’ve carried with me through-
out this trip to Europe. That is the message that
I delivered when I had the privilege of meeting
with your President and with your Prime Minis-
ter. That will be the approach of the United
States of America going forward. 

Already, America and Turkey are working
with the G–20 on an unprecedented response
to an unprecedented economic crisis. Now, this
past week, we came together to ensure that the
world’s largest economies take strong and coor-
dinated action to stimulate growth and restore
the flow of credit; to reject the pressures of pro-
tectionism and to extend a hand to developing
countries and the people hit hardest by this
downturn; and to dramatically reform our regu-

latory system so that the world never faces a cri-
sis like this again. 

As we go forward, the United States and Tur-
key can pursue many opportunities to serve
prosperity for our people. The President and I
this morning talked about expanding the ties of
commerce and trade. There’s enormous oppor-
tunity when it comes to energy to create jobs.
And we can increase new sources to not only
free ourselves from dependence of other ener-
gies—other countries’ energy sources, but also
to combat climate change. We should build on
our Clean Technology Fund to leverage effi-
ciency and renewable energy investments in
Turkey. And to power markets in Turkey and
Europe, the United States will continue to sup-
port your central role as an east-west corridor
for oil and natural gas. 

Now, this economic cooperation only rein-
forces the common security that Europe and
the United States share with Turkey as a NATO
ally and the common values that we share as de-
mocracies. So in meeting the challenges of the
21st century, we must seek the strength of a
Europe that is truly united, peaceful, and free. 

So let me be clear: The United States strong-
ly supports Turkey’s bid to become a member
of the European Union. We speak not as mem-
bers of the EU, but as close friends of both Tur-
key and Europe. Turkey has been a resolute ally
and a responsible partner in transatlantic and
European institutions. Turkey is bound to Eu-
rope by more than the bridges over the Bospo-
rus. Centuries of shared history, culture, and
commerce bring you together. Europe gains by
the diversity of ethnicity, tradition and faith; it is
not diminished by it. And Turkish membership
would broaden and strengthen Europe’s foun-
dation once more. 

Now, of course, Turkey has its own responsi-
bilities. And you’ve made important progress
towards membership. But I also know that Tur-
key has pursued difficult political reforms not
simply because it’s good for EU membership,
but because it’s right for Turkey. 

In the last several years, you’ve abolished
state security courts. You’ve expanded the right
to counsel. You’ve reformed the penal code and
strengthened laws that govern the freedom of
the press and assembly. You’ve lifted bans on
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teaching and broadcasting Kurdish, and the
world noted with respect the important signal
sent through a new state Kurdish television
station. 

Now, these achievements have created new
laws that must be implemented and a momen-
tum that should be sustained. For democracies
cannot be static, they must move forward.
Freedom of religion and expression lead to a
strong and vibrant civil society that only
strengthens the state, which is why steps like
reopening Halki Seminary will send such an
important signal inside Turkey and beyond.
An enduring commitment to the rule of law is
the only way to achieve the security that comes
from justice for all people. Robust minority
rights let societies benefit from the full mea-
sure of contributions from all citizens. 

I say this as the President of a country that
not very long ago made it hard for somebody
who looks like me to vote, much less be Presi-
dent of the United States. But it is precisely
that capacity to change that enriches our coun-
tries. Every challenge that we face is more eas-
ily met if we tend to our own democratic foun-
dation. Now, this work is never over. That’s
why, in the United States, we recently ordered
the prison at Guantanamo Bay closed. That’s
why we prohibited, without exception or
equivocation, the use of torture. All of us have
to change, and sometimes change is hard. 

Another issue that confronts all democra-
cies as they move to the future is how we deal
with the past. The United States is still work-
ing through some of our own darker periods in
our history. Facing the Washington Monu-
ment that I spoke of is a memorial of Abraham
Lincoln, the man who freed those who were
enslaved even after Washington led our Revo-
lution. Our country still struggles with the leg-
acies of slavery and segregation, the past treat-
ment of Native Americans. 

Human endeavor is by its nature imperfect.
History is often tragic, but unresolved it can be
a heavy weight. Each country must work
through its past. And reckoning with the past
can help us seize a better future. Now, I know
there’s strong views in this chamber about the
terrible events of 1915. And while there’s been
a good deal of commentary about my views,

it’s really about how the Turkish and Arme-
nian people deal with the past. And the best
way forward for the Turkish and Armenian
people is a process that works through the past
in a way that is honest, open, and constructive.

We’ve already seen historic and courageous
steps taken by Turkish and Armenian leaders.
These contacts hold out the promise of a new
day. An open border would return the Turkish
and Armenian people to a peaceful and pros-
perous coexistence that would serve both of
your nations. So I want you to know that the
United States strongly supports the full nor-
malization of relations between Turkey and
Armenia. It is a cause worth working towards. 

It speaks to Turkey’s leadership that you are
poised to be the only country in the region to
have normal and peaceful relations with all the
South Caucasus nations. And to advance that
peace, you can play a constructive role in help-
ing to resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,
which has continued for far too long. 

Advancing peace also includes the disputes
that persist in the eastern Mediterranean. And
here there’s a cause for hope. The two Cypriot
leaders have an opportunity through their
commitment to negotiations under the United
Nations Good Offices Mission. And the Unit-
ed States is willing to offer all the help sought
by the parties as they work towards a just and
lasting settlement that reunifies Cyprus into a
bizonal and bicommunal federation. 

Now, these efforts speak to one part of the
critical region that surrounds Turkey. And
when we consider the challenges before us, on
issue after issue, we share common goals. In
the Middle East, we share the goal of a lasting
peace between Israel and its neighbors. Now
let me be clear: The United States strongly
supports the goal of two states, Israel and Pal-
estine, living side by side in peace and securi-
ty. That is a goal shared by Palestinians, Israe-
lis, and people of good will around the world.
That is a goal that the parties agreed to in the
roadmap and at Annapolis. That is a goal that I
will actively pursue as President of the United
States. 

We know the road ahead will be difficult.
Both Israelis and Palestinians must take steps
that are necessary to build confidence and
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trust. Both Israelis and Palestinians, both must
live up to the commitments they have made.
Both must overcome longstanding passions and
the politics of the moment to make progress to-
wards a secure and lasting peace. 

The United States and Turkey can help the
Palestinians and Israelis make this journey. Like
the United States, Turkey has been a friend and
partner in Israel’s quest for security. And like
the United States, you seek a future of opportu-
nity and statehood for the Palestinians. So now,
working together, we must not give into pessi-
mism and mistrust. We must pursue every op-
portunity for progress, as you’ve done by sup-
porting negotiations between Syria and Israel.
We must extend a hand to those Palestinians
who are in need, while helping them strengthen
their own institutions. Now, we must reject the
use of terror and recognize that Israel’s security
concerns are legitimate. 

The peace of the region will also be advanced
if Iran forgoes any nuclear weapons ambitions.
Now, as I made clear in Prague yesterday, no
one is served by the spread of nuclear weapons,
least of all Turkey. You live in a difficult region,
and a nuclear arm race would not serve the se-
curity of this nation well. This part of the world
has known enough violence. It has known
enough hatred. It does not need a race for an
ever-more powerful tool of destruction. 

Now, I have made it clear to the people and
leaders of the Islamic Republic of Iran that the
United States seeks engagement based on mu-
tual interest and mutual respect. We want Iran
to play its rightful role in the community of na-
tions. Iran is a great civilization. We want them
to engage in the economic and political integra-
tion that brings prosperity and security. But
Iran’s leaders must choose whether they will try
to build a weapon or build a better future for
their people. 

So both Turkey and the United States sup-
port a secure and united Iraq that does not
serve as a safe haven for terrorists. I know there
were differences about whether to go to war.
There were differences within my own country
as well. But now we must come together as we
end this war responsibly, because the future of
Iraq is inseparable from the future of the broad-
er region. As I’ve already announced, and many

of you are aware, the United States will remove
our combat brigades by the end of next August,
while working with the Iraqi Government as
they take responsibility for security. And we will
work with Iraq, Turkey, and all Iraq’s neighbors
to forge a new dialog that reconciles differences
and advances our common security. 

Make no mistake, though: Iraq, Turkey, and
the United States face a common threat from
terrorism. That includes the Al Qaida terrorists
who have sought to drive Iraqis apart and de-
stroy their country. That includes the PKK.
There is no excuse for terror against any nation.
As President and as a NATO ally, I pledge that
you will have our support against the terrorist
activities of the PKK or anyone else. Now, these
efforts will be strengthened by the continued
work to build ties of cooperation between Tur-
key, the Iraqi Government, and Iraq’s Kurdish
leaders, and by your continued efforts to pro-
mote education and opportunity and democracy
for the Kurdish population here inside Turkey. 

Now, finally, we share the common goal of
denying Al Qaida a safe haven in Pakistan or Af-
ghanistan. The world has come too far to let this
region backslide and to let Al Qaida terrorists
plot further attacks. And that’s why we are com-
mitted to a more focused effort to disrupt, dis-
mantle, and defeat Al Qaida. That is why we are
increasing our efforts to train Afghans to sustain
their own security and to reconcile former ad-
versaries. That’s why we are increasing our sup-
port for the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan,
so that we stand on the side not only of security,
but also of opportunity and the promise of a
better life. 

Turkey has been a true partner. Your troops
were among the first in the International Secu-
rity Assistance Force. You have sacrificed much
in this endeavor. Now we must achieve our
goals together. I appreciate that you’ve offered
to help us train and support Afghan security
forces and expand opportunity across the re-
gion. Together, we can rise to meet this chal-
lenge like we have so many before. 

I know there have been difficulties these last
few years. I know that the trust that binds the
United States and Turkey has been strained,
and I know that strain is shared in many places
where the Muslim faith is practiced. So let me
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say this as clearly as I can: The United States is
not and will never be at war with Islam. In
fact, our partnership with the Muslim world is
critical, not just in rolling back the violent ide-
ologies that people of all faiths reject, but also
to strengthen opportunity for all its people. 

I also want to be clear that America’s rela-
tionship with the Muslim community, the
Muslim world, cannot and will not just be
based upon opposition to terrorism. We seek
broader engagement based on mutual inter-
ests and mutual respect. We will listen careful-
ly; we will bridge misunderstandings; and we
will seek common ground. We will be respect-
ful, even when we do not agree. We will con-
vey our deep appreciation for the Islamic faith,
which has done so much over the centuries to
shape the world, including in my own country.
The United States has been enriched by Mus-
lim Americans. Many other Americans have
Muslims in their families or have lived in a
Muslim-majority country. I know because I
am one of them. 

Above all—above all we will demonstrate
through actions our commitment to a better
future. I want to help more children get the
education that they need to succeed. We want
to promote health care in places where people
are vulnerable. We want to expand the trade
and investment that can bring prosperity for
all people. In the months ahead, I will present
specific programs to advance these goals. Our
focus will be on what we can do, in partnership
with people across the Muslim world, to ad-
vance our common hopes and our common
dreams. And when people look back on this
time, let it be said of America that we extend-
ed the hand of friendship to all people. 

Now, there is an old Turkish proverb: “You
cannot put out fire with flames.” America
knows this. Turkey knows this. There’s some
who must be met by force; they will not com-

promise. But force alone cannot solve our
problems, and it is no alternative to extrem-
ism. The future must belong to those who cre-
ate, not those who destroy. That is the future
we must work for, and we must work for it to-
gether.

I know there are those who like to debate
Turkey’s future. They see your country at the
crossroads of continents and touched by the
currents of history. They know that this has
been a place where civilizations meet and dif-
ferent peoples come together. They wonder
whether you will be pulled in one direction or
another. 

But I believe here is what they don’t under-
stand: Turkey’s greatness lies in your ability to
be at the center of things. This is not where
East and West divide; this is where they come
together, in the beauty of your culture, in the
richness of your history, in the strength of your
democracy, in your hopes for tomorrow.

I am honored to stand here with you, to
look forward to the future that we must reach
for together, and to reaffirm America’s com-
mitment to our strong and enduring friend-
ship. 

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
Turkish Grand National Assembly Complex.
In his remarks, he referred to Koksal Toptan,
Speaker, and Meral Aksener, Deputy Speaker,
Grand National Assembly of Turkey; Hedo
Turkoglu, forward, Orlando Magic; Mehmet
Okur, center and forward, Utah Jazz; Presi-
dent Abdullah Gul and Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey; President Deme-
tris Christofias of Cyprus; and President
Mehmet Ali Talat of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus. He also referred to the
PKK, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of
Turkey in Ankara
April 6, 2009

Prime Minister Erdogan. Distinguished
members of the press, let me start by saying
how pleased I am to have this opportunity to
host the distinguished President of the United
States, Barack Hussein Obama.

We have had a very busy day in Ankara today,
and it will continue with a reception in Istanbul,
and then we will have an ongoing—a continuing
program tomorrow, which will mean that the
visit to Turkey will have been quite a busy one.

We have had opportunity as two strategic
partners to review the status of our bilateral re-
lations. We also have had opportunity to discuss
regional issues such as Afghanistan, Iraq, and
the Middle East. In addition to discussing these
issues, we’ve also discussed issues looking for-
ward into the future, such as energy. And we
had an opportunity to assess the recent devel-
opment with respect to NATO. I do believe that
our fight against terrorism will continue in the
future with the same determination and the
same solidarity.

And I would like to thank the President for
the warm interest that he has shown to our
country, Turkey. And I leave the floor to the
President.

President Obama. First of all, I want to thank
the Prime Minister as well as the entire Turkish
Government, from the President to the Speak-
er, for their extraordinary hospitality.

I had the opportunity to get to know the
Prime Minister when we spent time together at
the G–20. I was impressed with his leadership,
and now I’m even more impressed because he
gave a perfect summary of our conversation.

So just to reiterate what I said in my speech
and what I’ve said throughout my visit, I think
that Turkey is a critical strategic partner with
the United States, not just in combating terror-
ism but in developing the kind of economic
links, cultural links, and political links that will
allow both countries to prosper and, I truly be-
lieve, the entire region and the world to pros-
per.

So I’m very much looking forward to the
partnership with Turkey, and I’m convinced
that under Mr. Erdogan and President Gul and
their Government are going to be excellent
partners in that process.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m. in
Prime Minister Erdogan’s office. In his re-
marks, he referred to Koksal Toptan, Speaker,
Grand National Assembly of Turkey. Prime
Minister Erdogan spoke in Turkish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks in a Discussion With Students in Istanbul, Turkey 
April 7, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Well, it is a great pleasure to be here. Let
me begin by thanking Professor Rahmi Aksun-
gur—did I say that properly?—who is director
of the university here. And I want to thank all
the young people who’ve gathered together.
This is a great privilege for me, and I’m really
looking forward to it.

I’m going to make a few remarks at the be-
ginning, and then I want to spend most of the
time having an exchange and giving you an op-

portunity to ask questions of me, and I may ask
some questions of you.

So as I said yesterday, I came to Turkey on
my first trip overseas as President for a reason,
and it’s not just to see the beautiful sights here
in Istanbul. I came here to reaffirm the impor-
tance of Turkey and the importance of the part-
nership between our two countries. I came here
out of my respect to Turkey’s democracy and
culture and my belief that Turkey plays a criti-
cally important role in the region and in the
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world. And I came to Turkey because I’m
deeply committed to rebuilding a relationship
between the United States and the people of
the Muslim world, one that’s grounded in mu-
tual interest and mutual respect. 

Turkey and the United States have a long
history of partnership and cooperation. Ex-
changes between our two peoples go back over
150 years. We’ve been NATO allies for more
than five decades. We have deep ties in trade
and education, in science and research. And
America is proud to have many men and wom-
en of Turkish origin who have made our coun-
try a more dynamic and a more successful
place. So Turkish-American relations rest on a
strong foundation. 

That said, I know that there have been some
difficulties in recent years. In some ways, that
foundation has been weakening. We’ve had
some specific differences over policy, but
we’ve also, at times, lost the sense that both of
our countries are in this together; that we have
shared interests and shared values; and that we
can have a partnership that serves our com-
mon hopes and common dreams.

So I came here to renew that foundation
and to build on it. I enjoyed visiting your Par-
liament. I’ve had productive discussions with
your President and your Prime Minister. But I
also always like to take some time to talk to
people directly, especially young people. So in
the next few minutes, I want to focus on three
areas in which I think we can make some prog-
ress: advancing dialog between our two coun-
tries, but also advancing dialog between the
United States and the Muslim world; extend-
ing opportunity in education and in social wel-
fare; and then also reaching out to young peo-
ple as our best hope for peaceful, prosperous
futures in both Turkey and in the United
States. Now, let me just talk briefly about
those three points.

First, I believe we can have a dialog that’s
open, honest, vibrant, and grounded in re-
spect. And I want you to know that I’m per-
sonally committed to a new chapter of Ameri-
can engagement. We can’t afford to talk past
one another, to focus only on our differences,
or to let the walls of mistrust go up around us.
Instead, we have to listen carefully to each

other. We have to focus on places where we
can find common ground and respect each
other’s views, even when we disagree. And if
we do so, I believe we can bridge some of our
differences and divisions that we’ve had in the
past.

A part of that process involves giving you a
better sense of America. I know that the ste-
reotypes of the United States are out there,
and I know that many of them are informed
not by direct exchange or dialog, but by televi-
sion shows and movies and misinformation.
Sometimes it suggests that America has be-
come selfish and crass, or that we don’t care
about the world beyond us. And I’m here to
tell you that that’s not the country that I know,
and it’s not the country that I love. 

America, like every other nation, has made
mistakes and has its flaws. But for more than
two centuries, we have strived at great cost
and sacrifice to form a more perfect union, to
seek with other nations a more hopeful world.
We remain committed to a greater good, and
we have citizens in countless countries who
are serving in wonderful capacities as doctors
and as agricultural specialists that peo-
ple—teachers—people who are committed to
making the world a better place.

We’re also a country of different back-
grounds and races and religions that have
come together around a set of shared ideals.
And we are still a place where anybody has a
chance to make it if they try. If that wasn’t
true, then somebody named Barack Hussein
Obama would not be elected President of the
United States of America. That’s the America I
want you to know.

Second, I believe that we can forge a part-
nership with Turkey and across the Muslim
world on behalf of greater opportunity. This
trip began for me in London at the G–20, and
one of the issues we discussed there was how
to help peoples and countries who, through no
fault of their own, are being very hard hit by
the current world economic crisis. We took
some important steps to extend a hand to
emerging markets and developing countries by
setting aside over a trillion dollars to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and by making histor-
ic investments in food security. 
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But there’s also a larger issue of how Turkey
and America can help those who’ve been left
behind in this new global economy. All of our
countries have poverty within it. All of it—all of
our countries have young people who aren’t ob-
taining the opportunities that they need to get
the education that they need. And that’s not just
true here in Turkey or in the United States, but
that’s true around the world. And so we should
be working together to figure out how we can
help people live out their dreams. 

Here there’s great potential for the United
States to work with Muslims around the world
on behalf of a more prosperous future. And I
want to pursue a new partnership on behalf of
basic priorities: What can we do to help more
children get a good education? What can we do
to expand health care to regions that are on the
margins of global society? What steps can we
take in terms of trade and investment to create
new jobs and industries and ultimately advance
prosperity for all of us? To me, these are the
true tests of whether we are leaving a world that
is better and more hopeful than the one we
found.

Finally, I want to say how much I’m counting
on young people to help shape a more peaceful
and prosperous future. Already, this generation,
your generation, has come of age in a world
that’s been marked by change that’s both dra-
matic and difficult. While you are empowered
through unprecedented access to information
and invention, you’re also confronted with big
challenges: a global economy in transition, cli-
mate change, extremism, old conflicts but new
weapons. These are all issues that you have to
deal with as young people, both in Turkey and
around the world.

In America, I’m proud to see a new spirit of
activism and responsibility take root. I’ve seen it
in the young Americans who are choosing to
teach in our schools or volunteer abroad. I saw
it in my own Presidential campaign, where
young people provided the energy and the ide-
alism that made effort possible. And I’ve seen it
wherever I travel abroad and speak to groups
like this. Everywhere I go I find young people
who are passionate, engaged, and deeply in-
formed about the world around them.

So as President, I’d like to find new ways to
connect young Americans to young people all
around the world, by supporting opportunities
to learn new languages and serve and study,
welcoming students from other countries to our
shores. That’s always been a critical part of how
America engages the world. That’s how my fa-
ther, who was from Kenya, from Africa, came to
the United States and eventually met my moth-
er. It’s how Robert College was founded so long
ago here in Istanbul.

Simple exchanges can break down walls be-
tween us. For when people come together and
speak to one another and share a common expe-
rience, then their common humanity is re-
vealed. We are reminded that we’re joined to-
gether by our pursuit of a life that’s productive
and purposeful, and when that happens mis-
trust begins to fade and our smaller differences
no longer overshadow the things that we share.
And that’s where progress begins.

So to all of you, I want you to know that the
world will be what you make of it. You can
choose to build new bridges instead of building
new walls. You can choose to put aside long-
standing divisions in pursuit of lasting peace.
You can choose to advance a prosperity that is
shared by all people and not just the wealthy
few. And I want you to know that in these en-
deavors you will find a partner and a supporter
and a friend in the United States of America.

So I very much appreciate all of you joining
me here today. And now what I’d like to do is
take some questions. I think we’ve got—do we
have some microphones in the audience? So
what I’d like to do is people can just raise their
hands, and I’ll choose each person—if you
could stand up and introduce yourself. I have a
little microphone in my pocket here in case
you’re speaking Turkish, because my Turkish is
not so good—[laughter]—and I’ll have a trans-
lator for me. 

Okay? All right. And I want to make sure that
we end before the call to prayer, so we have
about—it looks like we have about half an hour.
All right? Okay, we’ll start right here.

Environment

Q. I’m—[inaudible]—from the university. I
want to ask some questions about climate issue. 
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The President. Yes.
Q. Yesterday you said that peace in home

and peace in world, but to my opinion, firstly,
the peace should be in nature. For this reason,
I wonder that—when the U.S.A. will sign the
Kyoto Protocol?

The President. Well, it’s an excellent ques-
tion. Is this mike working? It is? Okay. Thank
you very much. What was your name?

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. As many of you know, I think

the science tells us that the planet is getting
warmer because of carbon gases that are being
sent into the atmosphere. And if we do not
take steps soon to deal with it, then you could
see an increase of 3, 4, 5 degrees, which would
have a devastating effect. The oceans would
rise; we don’t know what would happen to the
beauty of Istanbul if suddenly the seas rise.
Changing weather patterns would create ex-
traordinary drought in some regions, floods in
others. It could have a devastating effect on
human civilization. So we’ve got to take steps
to deal with this. 

When the Kyoto Protocol was put forward,
the United States opted out of it, as did China
and some other countries. And I think that was
a mistake, particularly because the United
States and—is the biggest carbon—has been
the biggest carbon producer. China is now be-
coming the biggest carbon producer because
its population is so large. And so we need to
bring an international agreement together
very soon. 

It doesn’t make sense for the United States
to sign Kyoto because Kyoto is about to end.
So instead, what my administration is doing is
preparing for the next round, which is—there
will be discussions in Copenhagen at the end
of this year. And what we want to do is to pre-
pare an agenda both in the United States and
work internationally so that we can start mak-
ing progress on these issues.

Now, there are a number of elements.
Number one, we have to be more energy effi-
cient. And so all countries around the world
should be sharing technology and information
about how we can reduce the usage of electric-
ity, and how we can make our transportation
more efficient, make our cars get better gas

mileage. Reducing the amount of energy we
use is absolutely critical.

We should also think about are there ways
that if we’re using fossil fuels—oil, coal, other
fossil fuels—are there ways of capturing or re-
ducing the carbon emissions that come from
them? So this is going to be a big, big project
and a very difficult one and a very costly one.
And I don’t want to lie to you. I think the poli-
tics of this in every country is going to be very
difficult, because if you suddenly say to peo-
ple, “You have to change your factory to make
it more energy efficient,” well, that costs the
factory owner money. If you say to a power
plant, “You have to produce energy in a differ-
ent way,” and that costs them money, then
they want to pass that cost on to consumers,
which means everybody’s electricity prices go
up. And that is something that is not very pop-
ular.

So there are going to be big political strug-
gles in every country to try to ratify an agree-
ment on these issues. And that’s why it’s going
to be so important that young people like
yourself, who will be suffering the conse-
quences if we don’t do something, that you are
active politically in making sure that politicians
in every country are responsive to these issues
and that we educate the public more than we
have so far. 

But it is an excellent question. Thank you.
All right, this gentleman right here.

Peace and Understanding Around the World

Q. Thank you. My name is—[inaudi-
ble]—and I’m studying at Bahcesehir Univer-
sity, and my major is energy engineering,
so——

The President. Well, there you go. You
could have given an even better answer.

Q. Yes, I hope we will solve that problem in
the future. So my question is, what actions will
you take after you wrote, quote, “Peace at
home, peace at the world,” to do—[inaudi-
ble]? And——

The President. I’m sorry, could you repeat
the question?

Q. What actions will you take after you
wrote your quote, “Peace at home and peace
at the world,” to—[inaudible]? And what do
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you think, as Turkish young men and women,
how can we help you at this purpose you have?

The President. Well, some people say that
maybe I’m being too idealistic. I made a speech
in Prague about reducing and ultimately elimi-
nating nuclear weapons, and some people said,
“Ah, that will never happen.” And some people
have said, “Why are you discussing the Middle
East when it’s not going to be possible for the
Israelis and the Palestinians to come together?”
Or, “Why are you reaching out to the Iranians,
because the U.S. and Iran can never agree on
anything?”

My attitude is, is that all these things are
hard. I mean, I’m not naive. If it was easy, it
would have already been done. Somebody else
would have done it. But if we don’t try, if we
don’t reach high, then we won’t make any prog-
ress. And I think that there’s a lot of progress
that can be made. 

And as I said in my opening remarks, I think
the most important thing to start with is dialog.
When you have a chance to meet people from
other cultures and other countries and you lis-
ten to them, and you find out that, even though
you may speak a different language or you may
have a different religious faith, it turns out that
you care about your family, you have your same
hopes about being able to have a career that is
useful to the society, you hope that you can
raise a family of your own and that your chil-
dren will be healthy and have a good education;
that all those things that human beings all
around the world share are more important
than the things that are different.

And so that is a very important place to start.
And that’s where young people can be very
helpful, because I think old people, we get into
habits, and we become suspicious, and we carry
grudges. Right? You know, it was interesting,
when I met with President Medvedev of Rus-
sia—and we actually had a very good dia-
log—and we were—we spoke about the fact
that although both of us were born during the
cold war, we came of age after the cold war had
already begun to decline, which means we have
a slightly different attitude than somebody who
was seeing Russia only as—the Soviet Union
only as an enemy, or who saw America only as
an enemy.

So young people, they can get rid of some of
the old baggage and the old suspicions, and I
think that’s very important. But understanding
alone is not enough. Then you—we actually
have to do the work. And for the United States,
I think that means that we have to make sure
that our actions are responsible. So on interna-
tional issues like climate change, we have to
take leadership. If we’re producing a lot of pol-
lution that’s causing global warming, then we
have to step forward and say, here’s what we’re
willing to do, and then ask countries like China
to join us. 

If we want to say to Iran, “Don’t develop nu-
clear weapons, because if you develop them,
then everybody in the region is going to want
them, and you’ll have a nuclear arms race in the
Middle East, and that will be dangerous for ev-
erybody”—if we want to say that to the Iranians,
it helps if we are also saying, “And we will re-
duce our own,” so that we have more moral au-
thority in making those claims.

If we want to communicate to countries that
we sincerely care about the well-being of their
people, then we have to make sure that our aid
programs and our assistance programs are
meaningful. So words are good and understand-
ing is good, but ultimately, it has to translate in-
to concrete actions. And it takes time. I was just
talking to my press team, and they were amused
because some of my reporter friends from the
States were asking, “How come you didn’t solve
everything on this trip?” They said, “Well, you
know, it’s only been a week. These things take
time.” And the idea is that you lay the ground-
work and slowly, over time, if you make small
efforts, they can add up into big efforts. And
that’s, I think, the approach that we want to
take in promoting more peace and prosperity
around the world.

Okay, let me make sure I get all sides of the
room here. This young lady right here.

Turkey’s European Union Membership Bid

Q. In one of your interviews, you said you
want us to be a member of the European
Union. But after that, Nicolas Sarkozy told that
it’s not yours; it’s European Union’s decision.
Now I want to ask you that—what’s your opin-
ion, and why Nicolas Sarkozy said that? Is that
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because he’s more likely to support the so-
called Armenian genocide?

The President. You know, the—I don’t
think—well, first of all, it’s true; I’m not a
member of—the United States is not a mem-
ber of the European Union, so it’s not our de-
cision to make. But that doesn’t prevent me
from having an opinion. I mean, I notice the
Europeans have had a lot of opinions about
U.S. policy for a long time. [Laughter] Right?
They haven’t been shy about giving us sugges-
tions about what we should be doing, so I
don’t think there’s anything wrong with us re-
ciprocating. That’s what friends do; we try to
be honest about what we think is the right ap-
proach.

I think it is the right approach to have Tur-
key join the European Union. I think if Turkey
can be a member of NATO and send its troops
to help protect and support its allies and its
young men and—are put in harm’s way, well, I
don’t know why you should also not be able to
sell apricots to Europe or have more freedom
in terms of travel.

So I think it’s the right thing to do. I also
think it would send a strong signal that Europe
is not monolithic but is diverse, and that that is
a source of strength instead of weakness. So
that’s my opinion.

Now, President Sarkozy is a good friend and
a good ally. As I said, friends are going to
sometimes disagree on this. I haven’t had a
lengthy conversation with him about his posi-
tion on this issue. My hope is, is that as time
goes on and as trust builds, that this is ulti-
mately something that occurs.

I don’t get a sense that his opposition is re-
lated to the Armenian issue. I don’t think
that’s it. I think it’s a more fundamental issue
of whether he’s confident about Turkey’s abili-
ty to integrate fully. But you’ll probably have
to ask him directly. So maybe when he comes
here he’ll have a town hall meeting like this
one.

Okay, the gentleman right there. Yes, this
one. Yes, go ahead. Here’s a microphone.

Iraq’s Kurdish Region/U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. First, I will ask about the Bush and you
differences at the core, because some says just

the face has changed and that—but the core is
the same still. They will have a fight with the
Middle East, and they will have a fight with
Iran.

And my second question is more—I give
import to this: You will let the Kurdish state in
northern Iraq? You will let—will you allow
this? 

The President. Okay, the——
Q. Thank you.
The President. Yes. Well, let me an-

swer—I’ll answer the Kurdish question first.
You know, we are very clear about our position
on Turkish territorial integrity. Turkey is an al-
ly of ours, and part of what NATO allies do is
to protect the territorial integrity of their al-
lies. And so we are—we would be opposed to
anything that would start cutting off parts of
Turkey. And we have been very supportive in
efforts to reduce terrorist activity by the PKK.

Now, I also think that it’s important that the
Kurdish minority inside of Turkey is free to
advance in the society and that they have equal
opportunity, that they have free political ex-
pression, that they are not suppressed in terms
of opportunity. And I think that the President
and Prime Minister are committed to that, but
I want to continually encourage allowing,
whether it’s religious minorities or ethnic mi-
norities, to be full parts of the society. And
that, I think, is very, very important.

The first question, if I understood you cor-
rectly, is the suggestion that even though I
present a different face from Bush, that the
policies are the same and so there’s really not
much difference. 

And, you know, I think this will be tested in
time, because as I said before, moving the ship
of state is a slow process. States are like big
tankers; they’re not like speedboats. You can’t
just whip them around and go in a new direc-
tion. Instead, you’ve got to slowly move it, and
then eventually you end up in a very different
place.

So let me just give you a few examples.
When it comes to Iraq, I opposed the war in
Iraq. I thought it was a bad idea. Now that
we’re there, I have a responsibility to make
sure that as we bring troops out, that we do so
in a careful enough way that you don’t see a
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complete collapse into violence. So some peo-
ple might say, “Wait, I thought you were op-
posed to the war. Why don’t you just get them
all out right away?” Well, just because I was op-
posed at the outset, it doesn’t mean that I don’t
have now responsibilities to make sure that we
do things in a responsible fashion.

When it comes to climate change, George
Bush didn’t believe in climate change. I do be-
lieve in climate change; I think it’s important.
That doesn’t mean that suddenly the day I’m
elected I can say, okay, we’re going to turn off
all the lights, and everybody is going to stop
driving. Right? All I can do is to start moving
policies that, over time, are going to obtain a
different result.

And then it is true, though, that there are
some areas where I agree with many of my
friends in the United States who are on the op-
posite political party. For example, I agree that
Al Qaida is an enormous threat not just to the
United States but to the world. I have no sym-
pathy and I have no patience for people who
would go around blowing up innocent people
for a political cause. I don’t believe in that.

So, yes, I think that it is just and right for the
United States and NATO allies and other allies
from around the world to do what we can to
eliminate the threat of Al Qaida. Now, I think
it’s important that we don’t just do that militari-
ly. I think it’s important that we provide educa-
tional opportunities for young people in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan so that they see a different
path. And so my policies will be somewhat dif-
ferent, but I don’t make any apologies for con-
tinuing the effort to prevent bombs going off or
planes going into buildings that would kill inno-
cents. I don’t think any society can justify that.

And so, as I said, 4 years from now or 8 years
from now, you can look back and you can see
maybe what he did wasn’t that different, and
hopefully, you’ll come to the conclusion that
what I did made progress.

Okay. Yes, this young lady right here.

Turkey-U.S. Relations/Impact of the 2008 Presi-
dential Election

Q. First of all, welcome to our country Tur-
key. 

The President. Thank you.

Q. My name is—[inaudible]—from Middle
East Technical University. I would like to con-
tinue in Turkish if it’s possible—afterwards.

The President. Yes, let me—wait, wait, wait.
See, I’ve got my——

Q. Thank you very much.
The President. Hold on.
Q. Thank you.

[At this point, the participant continued in
Turkish, and it was translated as follows below.]

Interpreter. My first question is that in the
event that Turkey becomes an EU member,
what—how will that—how is that——

The President. I’m not getting it, you guys.
Interpreter. Test, test, test. Mr. President?

Can you hear me now?
The President. Okay, try again.
Interpreter. Mr. President, can you hear me

now?
The President. There you go.
Interpreter. In the event that Turkey be-

comes a member of the EU, how will that affect
U.S. foreign policy and the alliance of civiliza-
tions? 

And my second question is a little more per-
sonal. We watched your election with my Amer-
ican friends. Before you were elected, my
friends who said that they were ashamed of be-
ing Americans; after you were elected, said that
they were proud to be Americans. This is a very
sudden and big change. What do you think the
reason is for this change?

The President. Well, the—you know, the
United States friendship with Turkey doesn’t
depend on their EU membership. So even if
Turkey continued not to be a member of the
EU, the United States, in our bilateral relations
and in our relations as a NATO ally, can really
strengthen progress. And I had long discussions
with the President and the Prime Minister
about a range of areas where we can improve
relations, including business and commerce and
trade.

We probably can increase trade between our
two countries significantly, but we haven’t really
focused on that. Traditionally, the focus in
Turkish-American relations has been around
the military, and I think for us to broaden that
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relationship and those exchanges could be very
important.

You know, in terms of my election, I think
that what people felt good about was it af-
firmed the sense that America is still a land of
opportunity. I was not born into wealth. I
wasn’t born into fame. I come from a racial
minority. My name is very unusual for the
United States. And so I think people saw my
election as proof, as testimony, that although
we are imperfect, our society has continued to
improve; that racial discrimination has been
reduced; that educational opportunity for all
people is something that is still available. And I
also think that people were encouraged that
somebody like me who has a background of
living overseas, who has Muslims in his family,
who—you know, that I might be able to help
to build bridges with other parts of the world.

You know, the American people are a very
hopeful people. We’re an optimistic people by
nature. We believe that anything is possible if
we put our minds to it. And that is one of the
qualities of America that I think the world ap-
preciates. You know, sometimes people may
think that we are—we aren’t realistic enough
about how the world works, and we think that
we can just remake the world without regard
to history, because we’re still a relatively new
nation. Compared to Turkey and how old this
civilization is, America is still very new.

And so it’s true that I think we believe that
things can happen very fast and that transfor-
mations in politics or in economics or in sci-
ence and technology can make our lives better
overnight. So sometimes we need more pa-
tience. But I also think the world needs to
have a sense that change is possible; that’s a
good thing. And that we don’t have to always
be stuck with old arguments. I mean, one
thing that is interesting about Europe as I trav-
el around is, you know, you hear disputes be-
tween countries that date back to a hundred
years, a thousand years. People are still mad
about things that happened a very long time
ago. And so one thing America may have to of-
fer is an insistence on looking forward and not
always looking backwards.

Okay, I only have time for one more ques-
tion. I’ll give it to this gentleman right here.

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Tur-
key/Middle East Peace Process

[The participant began his question in Turk-
ish.]

The President. Oh, wait, wait, wait,
wait—I’ve got to get my earplug here.

[The participant continued in Turkish, and it
was translated as follows below.]

Interpreter. My name is—[inaudible]—and
I thank you for the opportunity to ask you a
question. Right now I am in the Turkish lan-
guage and literature faculty of this university.
How do you assess the Prime Minister’s atti-
tude in Davos? Had you been in the same situ-
ation, would you have reacted the same way?

The President. Well, first of all, I think very
highly of your Prime Minister. I’ve had a
chance now to talk with him first in London. I
had spoken to him on the phone previously,
but we had the opportunity to meet in London
during the G–20, and then we’ve been, obvi-
ously, having a number of visits while I’ve
been here in Turkey.

And so I think that he is a good man who is
very interested in promoting peace in the re-
gion and takes great pride, I believe, in trying
to help work through the issues between Israel
and its neighbors. And Turkey has a long histo-
ry of being an ally and a friend of both Israel
and its neighbors. And so it can occupy a
unique position in trying to resolve some of
these differences.

I wasn’t at Davos so I don’t want to offer an
opinion about how he responded and what
prompted his reaction. I will say this: That I
believe that peace in the Middle East is possi-
ble. I think it will be based on two states, side
by side, a Palestinian state and a Jewish state. I
think in order to achieve that, both sides are
going to have to make compromises.

I think we have a sense of what those com-
promises should be and will be. Now what we
need is political will and courage on the part of
leadership. And it is not the United States role
or Turkey’s role to tell people what they have
to do, but we can be good friends in encourag-
ing them to move the dialog forward.
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I have to believe that the mothers of Palestin-
ians and the mothers of Israelis hope the same
thing for their children. They want them not to
be vulnerable to violence. They don’t want,
when their child gets on a bus, to worry that
that bus might explode. They don’t want their
child to have to suffer indignities because of
who they are. And so sometimes I think that if
you just put the mothers in charge for a while,
that things would get resolved.

And it’s that spirit of thinking about the fu-
ture and not the past that I just talked about
earlier that I think could help advance the
peace process, because if you look at the situa-
tion there, over time, I don’t believe it’s sustain-
able. It’s not sustainable for Israel’s security be-
cause as populations grow around them, if there
is more and more antagonism towards Israel,
over time that will make Israel less secure. It’s
not sustainable for the Palestinians because in-
creasingly their economies are unable to pro-
duce the jobs and the goods and the income for
people’s basic quality of life.

So we know that path is a dead end, and
we’ve got to move in a new direction. But it’s
going to be hard. A lot of mistrust has been
built up, a lot of anger, a lot of hatred, and un-
winding that hatred requires patience. But it
has been done. You know, think about—my
Special Envoy to the Middle East is a gentle-
man named George Mitchell, who was a Sena-
tor in the United States and then became the
Special Envoy for the United States in North-
ern Ireland. And the Protestants and the Catho-
lics in Northern Ireland had been fighting for
hundreds of years, and as recently as 20 years
ago or 30 years ago, the antagonism, the hatred,

was as fierce as any sectarian battle in the
world.

And yet because of persistent, courageous ef-
forts by leaders, a peace accord was arrived at.
A government that uses the democratic process
was formed. And I had in the White House just
a few weeks ago the leader of the Protestants,
the leaders of Catholics in the same room, the
separatists and the unionists in the same room,
as part of a single system. And so that tells me
that anything’s possible if we’re willing to strive
for it. But it will depend on young people like
you being open to new ideas and new possibili-
ties. And it will require young people like you
never to stereotype or assume the worst about
other people.

In the Muslim world, this notion that some-
how everything is the fault of the Israelis lacks
balance because there’s two sides to every ques-
tion. That doesn’t mean that sometimes one
side has done something wrong and should not
be condemned, but it does mean there’s always
two sides to an issue.

I say the same thing to my Jewish friends,
which is, you have to see the perspective of the
Palestinians. Learning to stand in somebody
else’s shoes, to see through their eyes, that’s
how peace begins. And it’s up to you to make
that happen.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody. I
enjoyed it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. at the
Tophane Cultural Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Rahmi Aksungur, professor and rec-
tor, Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University; Presi-
dent Abdullah Gul of Turkey; and President
Nicolas Sarkozy of France.

Exchange With Reporters in Baghdad, Iraq 
April 7, 2009

The President’s Visit to Iraq

Q. Sir, can you tell us what your primary pur-
pose is in being here? 

The President. To say thank you to the
troops. They are doing extraordinary work.
General Odierno has been helping to lead a
very effective operation here. We want to be

fully briefed, and nothing does that better than
face-to-face meetings.

I’ll have the opportunity to meet with Prime
Minister Maliki and President Talabani while
I’m here. Obviously, we’ve spent a lot of time
trying to get Afghanistan right. But I think it’s
important for us to remember that there’s still a
lot of work to be done here. And in addition to
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thanking our troops, I also want to send a
strong message to our diplomatic corps and
our civilians that they’re going to be critical to
our success here.

We’ve made significant political progress.
You’ve seen a greater willingness on the part
of all the factions in Iraq to resolve their issues
politically and through nonviolent means. But
with the national elections coming up, many of
the unresolved issues may be brought to a
head. And it’s very important for us to use all
of our influence to encourage parties to re-
solve these issues in ways that are equitable
and fair. And I think that my presence here
can help do that.

Okay. Thank you, guys.
Not to mention, Chip [Chip Reid, CBS

News], I thought you guys hadn’t been on the
road long enough. [Laughter] I know that you

didn’t feel like going home. We had under-
worked you, so I figured one more stop.

Meeting With Iraqi Leaders

Q. Did you say you’re meeting with or talk-
ing to——

The President. I will be meeting with them
face to face.

Q. Face to face?
Q. Will that be here, Mr. President?
The President. Yes, in the near vicinity.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in Al
Faw Palace at Camp Victory. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. Raymond T. Odierno,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Forces—Iraq. Audio was not available for veri-
fication of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda
April 7, 2009 

This week marks the 15th commemoration
of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. It is a somber
occasion that causes us to reflect upon the
deaths of the more than 800,000 men, women,
and children who were killed simply because
of their ethnicity or their political beliefs. The
memory of these events also deepens our com-
mitment to act when faced with genocide and
to work with partners around the world to pre-
vent future atrocities. The figure of 800,000 is
so enormous, so daunting, that it runs the risk
of becoming a statistic. Today, we must re-
member that each of the 800,000 individuals
who died in 1994 had their own story, their

own family, and their own dreams. As we
mourn their senseless passing, we must also
acknowledge the courageous men and women
who survived the genocide and have since
demonstrated remarkable strength and gener-
osity in forgiving those who committed these
heinous acts. These individuals inspire us daily
by working to restore trust and rebuild hope in
Rwanda. The United States is committed to its
partnership with Rwanda and will continue to
support efforts to promote sustainable devel-
opment, respect for human rights, and lasting
peace in Rwanda.

Remarks to Military Personnel in Baghdad
April 7, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you, guys.
Hooah!

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Let me say, Multi-National

Force—Iraq; Multi-National Corps—Iraq;
Multi-National Security Transition Com-
mand—Iraq; First Corps; America’s Corps

Band: Thanks to all of you. Listen, I am so
honored.

Audience member. We love you.
The President. I love you back. I am hon-

ored and grateful to be with all of you. And I’m
not going to talk long because I want to shake
as many hands as I can, and I’ve been talking
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all week. [Laughter] But there’s a couple of
things I want to say. Number one, thank you.

Audience member. You’re welcome.
The President. You know, when I was at

Camp Lejeune, I spoke about what it means for
America to see our best and brightest, our finest
young men and women serve us. And what I
said then is something that I want to repeat to
you, which is: You have performed brilliantly in
every mission that has been given to you.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Under enormous strain and

under enormous sacrifice, through controversy
and difficulty and politics, you’ve kept your eyes
focused on just doing your job. And because of
that, every mission that’s been assigned—from
getting rid of Saddam, to reducing violence, to
stabilizing the country, to facilitating elec-
tions—you have given Iraq the opportunity to
stand on its own as a democratic country. That
is an extraordinary achievement, and for that
you have the thanks of the American people.
That’s point number one.

Point number two is, this is going to be a crit-
ical period, these next 18 months. I was just dis-
cussing this with your commander, but I think
it’s something that all of you know. It is time for
us to transition to the Iraqis. They need to take
responsibility for their country and for their
sovereignty, and in order for them to do that,
they have got to make political accommoda-
tions. They’re going to have to decide that they
want to resolve their differences through consti-
tutional means and legal means. They are going
to have to focus on providing government ser-
vices that encourage confidence among their
citizens.

All those things they have to do; we can’t do
it for them. But what we can do is make sure
that we are a stalwart partner, that we are work-
ing alongside them, that we are committed to
their success, that in terms of training their se-
curity forces, training their civilian forces in or-
der to achieve a more effective government,

they know that they have a steady partner with
us.

And so just as we thank you for what you’ve
already accomplished, I want to say thank you
because you will be critical in terms of us being
able to make sure that Iraq is stable, that it is
not a safe haven for terrorists, that it is a good
neighbor and a good ally, and we can start
bringing our folks home. So now is not the time
to lose focus. We have to be even more focused
than we’ve been in order to achieve success.

The last point I want to make is, I know how
hard it’s been on a lot of you. You’ve been away
from your families, many of you for multiple ro-
tations. You’ve seen buddies of yours injured,
and you remember those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. There are probably some peo-

ple here who have seen children born and have
been missing watching them grow up. There
are many of you who have listened to your
spouse and the extraordinary sacrifices that they
have to make when you’re gone.

And so I want you to know that Michelle and
myself are doing everything—[applause]—are
doing everything we can to provide additional
support for military families. The Federal bud-
get that I have introduced increases support for
military families. We are going to do everything
required to make sure that the commitment we
make to our veterans is met and that people
don’t have to fight for what they have earned as
a consequence of their service.

The main point I want to make is, we have
not forgotten what you have already done. We
are grateful for what you will do. And as long as
I am in the White House, you are going to get
the support that you need and the thanks that
you deserve from a grateful nation. 

So thank you very much everybody. God
bless you. God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:08 p.m. in Al
Faw Palace at Camp Victory.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq in
Baghdad
April 7, 2009

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much. I’m just going to make a short state-
ment. I’ve just had very productive discussions
with Prime Minister Maliki. I’m glad that I
could come back to Iraq. It’s important for me
to speak directly to the Prime Minister, as well
as other Iraqi leaders. And it’s obviously a
great honor to pay tribute to our troops, our
diplomats, as well as Iraqis who have fought
side by side with Americans.

I’ve arrived in Baghdad a day after—around
the bombings that killed many innocent Iraqi
civilians. And our hearts go out to the victims
of this senseless violence, as well as their fami-
lies. But I remain convinced that our shared
resolve and commitment to progress is greater
than the obstacles that stand in our way.

But we should not be distracted, because
we have made enormous progress working
alongside the Iraqi Government over the last
few months. Overall, violence continues to be
down. There’s been movement on important
political questions. But we have been remind-
ed that there’s more work to do.

I communicated to the Prime Minister that
we are strongly committed to an Iraq that is
sovereign and stable and self-reliant. And as
Prime Minister Maliki was already aware, we
have committed ourselves to a strategy that
ensures a orderly, responsible transition from
U.S. and coalition security forces to Iraqi secu-
rity forces.

I’ve made it clear to my commanders that
we need to be flexible but focused on training
and equipping Iraqi security forces so that
they can take the lead in dealing with security
threats in their country. And the drawdown
that will take place will, ultimately, result in
the removal of all U.S. troops by 2011.

The second point of discussion was to indi-
cate that we strongly support political steps to
be taken to resolve differences between vari-
ous factions within Iraq and to ensure a more
peaceful and prosperous future.

Again, we’ve seen very good progress, but
going forward, it’s absolutely critical that all

Iraqis are fully integrated into the Govern-
ment and the security forces. We also want to
work with the Prime Minister to deliver basic
services to the Iraqi people, and I know that’s
something that he cares deeply about. And fi-
nally, we discussed how important it is to work
together to deal with some of the regional is-
sues that, ultimately, will be important to
Iraq’s security.

I just came from Turkey, for example,
which I think has been working much more ef-
fectively and cooperatively in dealing with is-
sues in northern Iraq. And we want to contin-
ue to foster good relations not just with Tur-
key, but with all of the countries in the region.

So as we carry out this strategy, we’ll be
working closely not only with the Prime Minis-
ter and his Government but also with Presi-
dent Talabani and all of the other key Govern-
ment leaders. We’ll do so in a spirit of partner-
ship. The U.S. pursues no claims on Iraqis’ ter-
ritory and resources. We respect Iraqi
sovereignty and the sacrifices that you have
made for your country. And we seek a full
transition to Iraqi responsibility for the securi-
ty and prosperity of the nation.

The American people, through its troops,
through civilians, have made enormous sacri-
fices here in Iraq. But they do so with the
knowledge that they have stood alongside the
Iraqi people in creating a more stable and
prosperous country. And they are proud of the
work that they’ve done, and I am proud and
speak for them when I say that we want to
continue to advance progress here in Iraq.
And I look forward to the partnership with the
Iraqi Government and the Iraqi people in
making this happen.

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you, Mr.
Obama. I welcome you in Iraq, that you—that
was a station after a very good trip for you. We
discussed a lot of things regarding fixing a lot
of the regional and international problems.
The discussion with Mr. Obama included a lot
of the bilateral issues that we insisted that he
should continue to include all type of areas
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like scientific, social, et cetera. And we also
committed to whatever had been achieved from
democracy and the SOFA agreement.

We also talked about that dialog should be
the only way to resolve any issue, whether it was
between the Iraqi society components or in the
region. We achieved a lot of things in Iraq now:
the democratic process; we commit to our Con-
stitution. We want to go forward to benefit the
country in this direction.

We assured the President that all the prog-
ress that was made in the security area will con-
tinue so we will be able to continue our building
effort, our progress in Iraq. Iraq that now is
based on increased security and increased sta-
bility, look forward to international companies
and to other countries to participate in investing
in the country. The partnerships that were cre-
ated and the agreements that were signed will

be the base for the cooperation to improve our
relationship.

I appreciate very much the call for dialog that
President Obama mentioned, especially be-
tween East and West, between Islam and
Christianity, and also work to solve the Palestin-
ian issue that will help reduce violence in the
area drastically. It will help in giving people
their rights, also produce peace that we’ve been
looking forward for a few years. We also thank
President Obama for his willingness to help in
the resolutions that were issued against Iraq in
the previous period.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:28 p.m. at
Camp Victory. Prime Minister Maliki spoke in
Arabic, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on the Home Mortgage Industry
April 9, 2009

All right. Well, thank you so much for taking
the time to join us. We are here with a wonder-
ful group of homeowners. And I think for so
many people around this country, the essence
of the American Dream is owning your own
home, being able to have that piece of property
that is yours, that allows you to raise your kids,
that represents your single biggest investment.
And obviously, one of the triggers of the finan-
cial crisis and now the economic crisis that
we’ve suffered is that because in some areas
housing got—housing values got way overheat-
ed, in some cases you had a lack of regulation
that allowed all sorts of complex financial in-
struments take advantage of homeowners. We
have seen a collapse in the housing market, a
precipitous drop in values, and that led to a lot
of the problems in the financial markets.

Here’s the good news. At the beginning of
this administration, we said we are—we were
going to tackle directly the problems that hom-
eowners were experiencing and figure out ways
in which we could provide them assistance in
reducing their interest rates, modifying their
loans so that they would be in a position to stay
in their homes and reduce their monthly pay-

ments. And around the table here you see some
wonderful families who have taken advantage of
what are now historically low mortgage rates,
brought about in part by some extraordinary ac-
tions by the Federal Reserve, but also brought
about by the housing plan that Tim Geithner
and Shaun Donovanhelped to design.

What you’ve seen now is rates are as low as
they’ve been since 1971. Three-quarters of the
American people get their mortgages through a
Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac qualified loan. And
as a consequence of us being able to reduce the
interest rates that are available, we have now
seen some extraordinary jumps in the rate of
mortgage refinancings. 

And everybody here represents families who
have saved hundreds of dollars a month, thou-
sands of dollars a year in some cases, and that’s
money directly in their pocket. More impor-
tantly, what it’s allowed them to do is to consoli-
date their loans in some cases, reduce the
length of their mortgages in other cases. It has
given them the kind of security and stability in
their mortgage payments that a lot more people
can take advantage of.
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So the main message that we want to send
today is, there are 7 to 9 million people across
the country who right now could be taking ad-
vantage of lower mortgage rates. That is mon-
ey in their pocket. And we estimate that the
average family can get anywhere from $1,600
to $2,000 a year in savings by taking advantage
of these various mortgage programs that have
been put in place.

We’ve already seen a substantial jump, 88
percent increase in refinancings over the last
month. We’ve seen Fannie Mae refinance $77
billion of mortgages in March, which is their
highest volume in one month since 2003. And
rates on 30-year mortgages have dropped to an
alltime low of 4.78 percent.

So we are at a time where people can really
take advantage of this. And what we want to do
is to send a message that if you are having
problems with your mortgage, and even if
you’re not and you just want to save some
money, you can go to makinghomeafford-
able.gov—makinghomeaffordable.gov. And
the way the web site is designed, you can plug
in your information and immediately find out
whether or not you are potentially eligible for
one of these mortgage refinancings.

Now, we are in the process of rolling out
some additional phases to the program. Every-
body here represent responsible homeowners
who made their payments, who have jobs and
income that support their mortgages. In some
cases, people may have had difficulties be-
cause they lost a job, somebody in their family
got sick, they may have missed some pay-
ments. And in those cases we also want to be
helpful, and we are putting in place a loan
modification program, working with banks,
working with services, that will allow other

folks who are closer to losing their home in a
stronger position in the future.

So there are a range of different programs
that are available for a range of different types
of borrowers. The main message we want to
send today is, is that the programs that have
been put in place can help responsible folks
who have been making their payments, who
are not looking for a handout, but this allows
them to make some changes that will leave
money in their pockets and leave them more
secure in their homes. So we hope that every-
body takes advantage of it. Again, the web site
is makinghomeaffordable.gov—is that
right?—makinghomeaffordable.gov, so get on
the web site, find out what’s available.

Last point we want to make. As people have
become aware that the Government is helping
to promote refinancing, we’re starting to see
some scam artists out there who are contacting
people saying, “You can refinance your home.
The Government has got a program; we’re
ready to help. Oh, but by the way, first you’ve
got to pay some money.” I just want everybody
who is watching today to know that if some-
body is asking you for money up front before
they help you with your refinancing, it’s proba-
bly a scam.

So take advantage of makinghomeafford-
able.gov, and that will allow you to figure out
exactly how to proceed on this in a way that’s
making you money, saving you money, as op-
posed to costing you money.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner; and Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development Shaun L.S.
Donovan.

Remarks on Veterans Health Care
April 9, 2009

Thank you, John, for your outstanding ser-
vice, and your friendship is greatly appreciat-
ed. I want to thank my two outstanding Secre-
taries who are behind me, Bob Gates, who is
doing just an extraordinary job over at the

Pentagon, and General Shinseki, now Secre-
tary Shinseki, who has served our country with
extraordinary valor.

I also want to acknowledge all the wounded
warriors and veterans and all those who care
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for them who are here today. You make us very,
very proud. To the VSO and MSO leaders who
work hard on behalf of those who serve this Na-
tion, thank you for your advocacy and your hard
work. As I look out in the audience, especially
seeing these folks in their uniforms, I am re-
minded of the fact that we have the best fight-
ing force in world history, and the reason we do
is because of all of you. And so I’m very grateful
for what you’ve done to protect and serve this
country.

It is good to be back. We’ve had a productive
week working to advance America’s interests
around the world. We worked to renew our alli-
ances to enhance our common security. We col-
laborated with other nations to take steps to-
wards rebuilding the global economy, which
will revitalize our own. 

And before coming home, I stopped to visit
with our men and women who are serving
bravely in Iraq. First and foremost, I wanted to
say thank you to them on behalf of a grateful na-
tion. They’ve faced extraordinary challenges,
and they have performed brilliantly in every
mission that’s been given to them. They have
given Iraq the opportunity to stand on its own
as a democratic country, and that is a great gift.
You know, we often talk about ideals like sacri-
fice and honor and duty. But these men and
women, like the men and women who are here,
embody it. They have made sacrifices many of
us cannot begin to imagine.

We’re talking about men like Specialist Jake
Altman and Sergeant Nathan Dewitt, two of the
soldiers who I had the honor to meet when I
was in Baghdad. In 2007, as Specialist Altman
was clearing mines so that other soldiers might
travel in safety, he lost his hand when an IED
struck his vehicle. And at Walter Reed, he
asked to relearn the skills necessary to perform
his duties with a prosthetic so that he could re-
join his old battalion. Sergeant Dewitt was se-
verely injured in an attack last September, but
he refused to let his injuries stop him from giv-
ing first aid to his wounded comrades. Today,
they’re both back alongside their fellow soldiers
in their old units.

And we’re talking about women like Tammy
Duckworth, who I think is here. Tammy, where
are you? There you are—a great friend who lost

her legs when a rocket struck the Black Hawk
helicopter she was piloting over Iraq. And when
she returned home, she continued to serve her
country heading the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Illinois, and she serves her country
still as my nominee for Assistant Secretary of
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

We’re talking about heroes like all the ser-
vicemembers and veterans of the United States
Armed Forces, including the veterans who’ve
joined us here today, many who gave up much,
yet signed up to give more, many with their own
battles still to come, all with their own stories to
tell.

For their service and sacrifice, warm words
of thanks from a grateful nation are more than
warranted, but they aren’t nearly enough. We
also owe our veterans the care they were prom-
ised and the benefits that they have earned. We
have a sacred trust with those who wear the uni-
form of the United States of America. It’s a
commitment that begins at enlistment, and it
must never end.

But we know that for too long, we’ve fallen
short of meeting that commitment. Too many
wounded warriors go without the care that they
need. Too many veterans don’t receive the sup-
port that they’ve earned. Too many who once
wore our Nation’s uniform now sleep in our Na-
tion’s streets. It’s time to change all that. It’s
time to give our veterans a 21st century VA.
Over the past few months, we’ve made much
progress towards that end, and today I’m
pleased to announce some new progress.

Under the leadership of Secretary Gates and
Secretary Shinseki, the Department of Defense
and the Department of Veterans Affairs have
taken a first step towards creating one unified
lifetime electronic health record for members
of our armed services that will contain their ad-
ministrative and medical information, from the
day they first enlist to the day that they are laid
to rest.

Currently, there is no comprehensive system
in place that allows for a streamlined transition
of health records between DOD and the VA.
And that results in extraordinary hardship for a
awful lot of veterans who end up finding their
records lost, unable to get their benefits pro-
cessed in a timely fashion. I can’t tell you how
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many stories that I heard during the course of
the last several years, first as a United States
Senator and then as a candidate, about veter-
ans who were finding it almost impossible to
get the benefits that they had earned despite
the fact that their disabilities or their needs
were evident for all to see.

And that’s why I’m asking both Depart-
ments to work together to define and build a
seamless system of integration with a simple
goal: When a member of the Armed Forces
separates from the military, he or she will no
longer have to walk paperwork from a DOD
duty station to a local VA health center; their
electronic records will transition along with
them and remain with them forever. 

Now, this would represent a huge step to-
wards modernizing the way health care is de-
livered and benefits are administered for our
Nation’s veterans. It would cut through
redtape and reduce the number of administra-
tive mistakes. It would allow all VA sites access
to a veteran’s complete military medical re-
cord, giving them the information they need to
deliver high-quality care. And it would do all
this with the strictest and most rigorous stan-
dards of privacy and security, so that our veter-
ans can have confidence that their medical re-
cords can only be shared at their direction.

Now, the care that our veterans receive
should never be hindered by budget delays.
I’ve shared this concern with Secretary Shinse-
ki, and we have worked together to support
advanced funding for veterans’ medical care.
What that means is a timely and predictable
flow of funding from year to year, but more
importantly, that means better care for our
veterans. And I was pleased to see that the
budget resolution passed by the Senate sup-
ports this concept in a bipartisan manner.

I’m also pleased that the budget resolutions
adopted by both Houses of Congress preserve
priorities that I outlined in my budget, priori-
ties that will go a long way towards building
that 21st century VA that we’re looking for.
The 2010 budget includes the largest, single-
year increase in VA funding in three decades.
And all told, we will increase funding by $25
billion over the next 5 years. This budget
doesn’t just signify increased funding for the

VA health care program; it significantly ex-
pands coverage so that 500,000 more veterans
who have previously been denied it will re-
ceive it, and it strengthens care and services
across a broad range of areas.

Because the nightmares of war don’t always
end when our loved ones return home, this
budget also meets the mental health needs of
our wounded warriors. Untold thousands of
service men and women returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan suffer from Posttraumatic
Stress Disorder or other serious psychological
injury. And the growing incidence of suicide
among active military returning veterans is dis-
turbing. Sometimes the deadliest wounds are
the ones you cannot see, and we cannot afford
to let the unseen wounds go untreated. And
that’s why this budget dramatically increases
funding for mental health screening and treat-
ment at all levels. It increases the number of
vet centers and mobile health clinics, expand-
ing access to this needed care in rural areas.
And it helps reduce the stigma of seeking care
by adding mental health professionals to edu-
cate veterans and their families about their in-
juries and their options.

And because thousands of Iraq and Afghan-
istan veterans have suffered from traumatic
brain injury, one of the signature injuries of
these wars, this budget improves services for
cognitive injuries. And many with TBI have
never been evaluated by a physician. And be-
cause such injuries can often have long-term
impacts that only show up down the road, this
funding will help ensure they receive the on-
going care they need.

Because we all share the shame of 154,000
veterans going homeless on any given night,
this budget also funds a pilot program with
non-for-profit organizations to make sure that
veterans at risk of losing their homes have a
roof over their heads. And we will not rest un-
til we reach a day when not one single veteran
falls into homelessness. 

Finally, this budget recognizes that our vet-
erans deserve something more, an equal
chance to reach for the very dream they de-
fend. It’s the chance America gave to my
grandfather, who enlisted after Pearl Harbor
and went on to march in Patton’s army. When
470



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 9
he came home, he went to college on the GI
bill, which made it possible for him and so many
veterans like him to live out their own version of
the American Dream. And now it’s our turn to
help guarantee this generation the same oppor-
tunity that the greatest generation enjoyed by
providing every returning servicemember with
a real chance to afford a college education. And
by providing the resources to effectively imple-
ment the post-9/11 GI bill, that is what this
budget does.

And even as we care for veterans who’ve
served this country, Bob Gates has helped us
design a budget that does more for our soldiers,
more for their families, and more for our mili-
tary. It fully protects and properly funds the in-
crease to our Army and Marine force strength
and halts reductions in the Air Force and Navy,
allowing fewer deployments and more time be-
tween each. It builds on care for our wounded
warriors and our investments in medical re-
search and development. It deepens our com-
mitment to improve the quality of life for mili-
tary families—military childcare, spousal sup-
port, and education—because they’re deployed
when their loved one gets deployed.

On my visit to Baghdad this week, I was in-
spired all over again by the men and women in

our armed services. They’re proud of the work
they’re doing. And we are all deeply proud of
them. And through their service, they are living
out the ideals that stir something deep within
the American character: honor, sacrifice, and
commitment to a higher purpose and to one an-
other.

That, after all, is what led them to wear the
uniform in the first place, their unwavering be-
lief in America. And now we must serve them as
well as they’ve served us. And as long as we are
fortunate to have leaders like Secretary Gates
and Secretary Shinseki, and as long as I am
Commander in Chief, I promise that we will
work tirelessly to meet that mission and make
sure that all those who wear this Nation’s uni-
form know this: When you come home to
America, America will be there for you.

Thank you very much, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:54 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sgt. Maj. John L. Estrada, USMC
(Ret.), former Sergeant Major of the Marine
Corps, who introduced the President; and Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Appropriations Request for Ongoing Military, Diplomatic, and
Intelligence Operations
April 9, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker: 

We face a security situation in Afghanistan
and Pakistan that demands urgent attention.
The Taliban is resurgent and al Qaeda threatens
America from its safe haven along the Afghan-
Pakistan border. 

With that reality as my focus, today I send to
the Congress a supplemental appropriations re-
quest totaling $83.4 billion that will fund our
ongoing military, diplomatic, and intelligence
operations. Nearly 95 percent of these funds
will be used to support our men and women in
uniform as they help the people of Iraq to take
responsibility for their own future—and work to

disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al Qaeda in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan. The rest of the money
will fund a variety of defense and international
efforts that will help to use all the elements of
our power to confront the threats to our securi-
ty—from securing loose nuclear weapons to
combating fear and want under repressive re-
gimes. 

In the past, the Congress has moved
expeditiously to approve funding for our Armed
Forces. I urge the Congress to do so once more.
I also urge the Congress to focus on the needs
of our troops and our national security, and not
to use the supplemental to pursue unnecessary
spending. I want the Congress to send me a
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focused bill, and to do so quickly. When this
request returns to me as legislation ready to be
signed, it should remain focused on our
security. It is important that we follow the
same approach we applied to the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act and keep
extraneous and unnecessary projects out of
this legislation. 

As I noted when first I introduced my bud-
get in February, this is the last planned war
supplemental. Since September 2001, the
Congress has passed 17 separate emergency
funding bills totaling $822.1 billion for the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. After 7 years of
war, the American people deserve an honest
accounting of the cost of our involvement in
our ongoing military operations. 

We must break that recent tradition and in-
clude future military costs in the regular bud-
get so that we have an honest, more accurate,
and fiscally responsible estimate of Federal
spending. And we should not label military
costs as emergency funds so as to avoid our re-
sponsibility to abide by the spending limita-
tions set forth by the Congress. After years of
budget gimmicks and wasteful spending, it is
time to end the era of irresponsibility in Wash-
ington. In this request, we are honest about
the costs we will bear as a nation, and we will
use our resources wisely and responsibly to
meet the threats of our time and keep our Na-
tion safe and secure. 

There is no question of the resolve of our
military women and men. Yet, in Afghanistan,
that resolve has not been matched by a com-
prehensive strategy and sufficient resources.
This funding request will ensure that the full
force of the United States—our military, intel-
ligence, diplomatic, and economic power—are
engaged in an overall effort to defeat al Qaeda
and uproot the safe haven from which it plans
and trains for attacks on the homeland and on
our allies. At the same time that we are in-
creasing our troop commitment, we will em-
ploy the necessary civilian resources to build
Afghan governance capacity and self-sufficien-
cy. 

As the United States moves forward with
our mission, we are asking our friends and al-
lies to join us with a renewed commitment. As

I made clear on my recent trip to Europe, the
threat posed by al Qaeda is international in
scope; the response to the threat also should
be international. Going forward with this strat-
egy, we will establish and regularly assess mili-
tary and civilian capacity, checking progress
through clear measurements to ensure an on-
going informed assessment and accountability.
I have asked my National Security Advisor,
General Jim Jones, to oversee this effort and to
work with the Congress on the development of
these standards for progress. 

In Iraq, violence has been reduced substan-
tially because of the skilled efforts of our
troops and the Iraqi people’s commitment to
peace. The threat of terrorism in Iraq has been
dealt a serious blow. Iraqis are prepared to
take responsibility for their own future
through a peaceful political process. Because
of this, we are positioned to move forward
with a responsible drawdown of our combat
forces, transferring security to Iraq’s forces.
Under the Strategic Framework Agreement
and Security Agreement, Iraqi personnel have
taken the lead in security operations and will
continue to handle greater responsibility. 

Stability and security depend on responsive,
capable, and accountable governments. This
request includes funds to help create political
and economic stability in post-conflict areas,
assist Afghans and Iraqis to protect and sustain
their infrastructure, and build their capacity
for more responsive and transparent gover-
nance. This request also will enable military
commanders to respond to urgent humanitari-
an relief and reconstruction needs in their ar-
eas of responsibility. We provide funds for the
extraordinary security and costs associated
with supporting U.S. diplomatic activity in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 

The request also increases funding to pro-
vide wounded servicemembers with the high-
est quality support and care, and provides ad-
ditional compensation to our troops for their
service in hazardous, life-threatening areas. 

This request reflects the reality of our day
and age: We need to use all the elements of
our power—economic and diplomatic as well
as military—to confront threats to our securi-
ty. 
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Thank you for your consideration of this
funding request and for your steadfast support
for our servicemembers and their families. 

Sincerely, 

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks Following a Meeting With Senior Economic Advisers and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 10, 2009

The President. Well, first of all, happy Easter
and happy Passover. I’m sorry that you guys,
like us, are working today.

We just had a terrific conversation with Ben
Bernanke, Sheila Bair, and our entire regulato-
ry group to talk about progress that we’re mak-
ing on the economy. And I wanted to just give
you a little bit of a sense of the efforts that we’ve
been making in stabilizing the financial mar-
kets.

And I want to thank SEC Chair Mary Schap-
iro, as well as Comptroller of the Currency John
Dugan, for joining us. They weren’t with us the
last time we met.

We discussed ongoing stabilization of the fi-
nancial system and the steps that have already
been taken. I spoke yesterday about the prog-
ress that’s been made in the housing market. As
a consequence of some excellent work by Ben
and some coordinated activities between the
various agencies, what we’ve seen is mortgage
interest rates go down to historic lows, and
we’ve seen a very significant pick-up in refi-
nancings. That has the effect of not only putting
money in the pockets of people, but also con-
tributing to stabilization of the housing market.

We discussed the public-private investment
mechanisms that we have set up, so that we can
start getting some of these toxic assets off the
books. And all the agencies here have been in-
volved in further refining the ideas and making
them work effectively. And we feel confident
that even as we’re dealing with the problems
within the banking system, that we’re also ad-
dressing some of the problems in the nonbank
financial system that was such a huge propor-
tion of our credit flow when it came to things
like auto loans and credit cards and so forth.

We feel very good about the progress that
we’re making in unlocking lending in some par-
ticular markets, for example, the small business

area. Some of you will recall that a couple of
weeks ago, we made a presentation about how
we were going to help thaw lending to small
businesses, and I’m pleased to discover that be-
cause of our actions, we’ve seen a 20 percent in-
crease in the largest SBA loans program in the
last month alone.

And what that means is that small businesses
are starting to get money that allows them to
keep their doors open, make payroll, and that is
going to contribute to overall economic growth,
as well as help make sure that people are able to
keep their jobs.

And we have also seen this month people
starting to get their first checks in terms of the
tax cuts that were initiated through the recovery
package. And when you combine it with the
other efforts that are being made across the
country for infrastructure projects, for the kinds
of innovative energy programs that were part of
the recovery package, what you’re starting to
see is glimmers of hope across the economy.

Now, we have always been very cautious
about prognosticating, and that’s not going to
change just because it’s Easter. The economy is
still under severe stress, and obviously, during
these holidays we have to keep in mind that
whatever we do ultimately has to translate into
economic growth and jobs and rising incomes
for the American people. And right now, we’re
still seeing a lot of job losses, a lot of hardship,
people finding themselves in very difficult situa-
tions either because they’ve lost their home,
they’ve seen their savings deteriorate, and
they’re still at risk of losing their jobs.

So we’ve still got a lot of work to do. And over
the next several weeks, you will be seeing addi-
tional actions by the administration. What I just
wanted to emphasize today, and I think that
Ben Bernanke and Sheila Bair and our econom-
ic team as a whole would agree, we’re starting
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to see progress. And if we stick with it, if we
don’t flinch in the face of some difficulties,
then I feel absolutely convinced that we are
going to get this economy back on track.

So—all right. Thank you very much, guys.

[At this point, many reporters began speaking
at the same time.]

The President. Thank you, guys. Thank you,
guys. Appreciate it.

National Economy

Q. Sir, are you saying the recession is abat-
ing?

The President. I’m saying we’re seeing prog-
ress.

Q. You’re saying what?
The President. I’ve said that we’re seeing

progress.
Okay, thank you, guys. Have a wonderful

holiday.
Q. Thank you, sir.

The First Family’s Dog

Q. When is the dog coming?
The President. Oh, man, now, that’s top se-

cret. [Laughter] That’s top secret.

[Many reporters began speaking at the same
time.]

White House Easter Egg Roll

The President. Exactly. No, no, no, this is
tightly held. And any of you going to be at the
Easter Egg Roll?

Q. Oh, yes.
The President. That’s big. [Laughter] That’s

big. So we look forward to seeing you on Mon-
day. Thanks, guys.

Q. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 11, 2009

I speak to you today during a time that is
holy and filled with meaning for believers
around the world. Earlier this week, Jewish
people gathered with family and friends to re-
cite the stories of their ancestors’ struggle and
ultimate liberation. Tomorrow, Christians of
all denominations will come together to re-
joice and remember the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

These are two very different holidays with
their own very different traditions, but it
seems fitting that we mark them both during
the same week. For in a larger sense, they are
both moments of reflection and renewal. They
are both occasions to think more deeply about
the obligations we have to ourselves and the
obligations we have to one another, no matter
who we are, where we come from, or what
faith we practice.

This idea that we’re all bound up, as Martin
Luther King once said, “in a single garment of
destiny,” is a lesson of all the world’s great reli-

gions. And it never has been more important
for us to reaffirm that lesson than it is today, at
a time when we face tests and trials unlike any
we’ve seen in our time: an economic crisis that
recognizes no borders; violent extremism
that’s claimed the lives of innocent men, wom-
en, and children from Manhattan to Mumbai;
an unsustainable dependence on foreign oil
and other sources of energy that pollute our
air and water and threaten our planet; the pro-
liferation of the world’s most dangerous weap-
ons; the persistence of deadly disease; and the
recurrence of age-old conflicts.

These are challenges that no single nation,
no matter how powerful, can confront alone.
The United States must lead the way. But our
best chance to solve these unprecedented
problems comes from acting in concert with
other nations. And that’s why I met with lead-
ers of the G–20 nations to ensure that the
world’s largest economies take strong and uni-
fied action in the face of the global economic
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crisis. Together, we’ve taken steps to stimulate
growth, restore the flow of credit, open up mar-
kets, and dramatically reform our financial reg-
ulatory system to prevent such crises from oc-
curring again, steps that will lead to job creation
at home.

It is only by working together that we will fi-
nally defeat 21st-century security threats like Al
Qaida. So it was heartening that our NATO al-
lies united in Strasbourg behind our strategy in
Afghanistan and Pakistan and contributed im-
portant resources to support our efforts there.

It’s only by coordinating with countries
around the world that we will stop the spread of
the world’s most dangerous weapons. And that
is why I laid out a strategy in Prague for us to
work with Russia and other nations to stop the
proliferation of nuclear weapons, to secure nu-
clear materials from terrorists, and ultimately,
to free the world from the menace of a nuclear
nightmare.

And it’s only by building a new foundation of
mutual trust that we will tackle some of our
most entrenched problems. And that’s why, in
Turkey, I spoke to Members of Parliament and
university students about rising above the barri-
ers of race, region, and religion that too often
divide us.

With all that’s at stake today, we cannot af-
ford to talk past one another. We can’t afford to

allow old differences to prevent us from making
progress in areas of common concern. We can’t
afford to let walls of mistrust stand. Instead, we
have to find and build on our mutual interests.
For it is only when people come together and
seek common ground that some of that mistrust
can begin to fade. And that’s where progress
begins.

Make no mistake: We live in a dangerous
world, and we must be strong and vigilant in the
face of these threats. But let us not allow what-
ever differences we have with other nations to
stop us from coming together around those so-
lutions that are essential to our survival and suc-
cess.

As we celebrate Passover, Easter, and this
time of renewal, let’s find strength in our shared
resolve and purpose in our common aspirations.
And if we can do that, then not only will we ful-
fill the sacred meaning of these holy days, but
we will fulfill the promise of our country as a
leader around the world.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:35 p.m. on April 10 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on April 11.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 10 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on April 11.

Statement on the Rescue of Richard Phillips off the Coast of Somalia
April 12, 2009

I am very pleased that Captain Phillips has
been rescued and is safely on board the USS
Boxer. His safety has been our principal con-
cern, and I know this is a welcome relief to his
family and his crew.

I am also very proud of the efforts of the U.S.
military and many other departments and agen-
cies who worked tirelessly to secure Captain
Phillips’s safe recovery.

We remain resolved to halt the rise of piracy
in this region. To achieve that goal, we must
continue to work with our partners to prevent
future attacks, be prepared to interdict acts of
piracy, and ensure that those who commit acts
of piracy are held accountable for their crimes.

I share the country’s admiration for the brav-
ery of Captain Phillips and his selfless concern
for his crew. His courage is a model for all
Americans.
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Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
April 13, 2009

Hello, everybody. That’s Malia, our techni-
cal adviser. [Laughter]

It is wonderful to see all of you today. Wel-
come. I hope everybody had a wonderful Eas-
ter. This is one of the greatest White House
traditions, because it reminds us that this is the
people’s house. And to see so many children
out here having a great time just fills Michelle
and myself and the entire family with a whole
lot of joy.

So I’m not really in charge here today. My
sole job, in addition to thanking Fergie for that

wonderful rendition of our national anthem
and thanking my buddy the Easter Bunny for
being here, is to introduce my First Lady, your
First Lady, Michelle Obama.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainer Stacy “Fer-
gie” Ferguson. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks at the Department of Transportation
April 13, 2009

Thank you, everybody. I hope everybody
had a wonderful Easter. I just came from the
Easter Egg Roll, and it was a spectacular out-
ing. All the kids were out there having fun, and
it reminds us of why we do the work we do.

Before I discuss the purpose of my visit to
the Department of Transportation today, I
want to take a moment to say how pleased I
am about the rescue of Captain Phillips and
his safe return to the USS Boxer this weekend.
His safety has been our principal concern, and
I know this came as a welcome relief to his
family and his crew.

I had a chance to talk to his wife yesterday
and, as she put it, she couldn’t imagine a bet-
ter Easter than seeing his safe return. And I’m
very proud of the efforts of the U.S. military
and many other departments and agencies that
worked tirelessly to resolve this situation. I
share our Nation’s admiration for Captain
Phillips’s courage and leadership and selfless
concern for his crew.

And I want to be very clear that we are re-
solved to halt the rise of privacy [piracy]* in
that region. And to achieve that goal we’re go-
ing to have to continue to work with our part-
ners to prevent future attacks, we have to con-
tinue to be prepared to confront them when

they arise, and we have to ensure that those
who commit acts of piracy are held account-
able for their crimes.

Now, as we work to ensure America’s safety
out on the seas, I want to discuss what we’re
doing to restore economic security here at
home to revitalize our Nation’s infrastructure
and create good jobs across America. It has
been nearly 3 months since I first took office,
and I think it’s fair to say that we’ve been busy.
Faced with an extraordinary economic crisis,
we’ve responded with extraordinary action, ac-
tion that’s both unprecedented in scale and
unprecedented in its speed.

We developed plans to stabilize our housing
market, to unfreeze our credit markets, and to
ensure the survival of our auto industry in this
new century. We passed a budget that cuts our
deficit in half while making investments to
spur long-term growth and lasting prosperity.
And because we know that people are hurting
right now, and we need to create jobs and get
money into people’s pockets right now, we
passed the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act, the most sweeping economic recov-
ery plan in history; a plan to save or create 3.5
million jobs, putting Americans back to work
doing the work America needs done, and to

 * White House correction.
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give a tax cut to 95 percent of working Ameri-
cans.

Today, I think it’s safe to say that this plan is
beginning to work. We see it in the clean energy
companies rehiring workers, in police depart-
ments cancelling planned layoffs, in health care
clinics planning to expand to care for more folks
in need. We see it in the 120 million families
who are already taking home larger paychecks
because of our Making Work Pay tax cut. And
we see it particularly in the work of this Depart-
ment, in the plans underway to rebuild crum-
bling roads and bridges, modernize our airports
and shipyards, develop high-speed rail net-
works, and restore aging public transit systems.
All told, we are making the largest new invest-
ment in America’s infrastructure since Presi-
dent Eisenhower built the Interstate Highway
System back in the 1950s.

But what is most remarkable about this ef-
fort, and what I’m here to talk about today, isn’t
just the size of our investment, or the number
of projects we’re investing in, it’s how quickly,
efficiently, and responsibly those investments
have been made.

Today, because these projects are getting ap-
proved more quickly than we thought, thanks
to, in large part, the outstanding work of the TI-
GER team and folks here at the Department of
Transportation, and because these projects are
costing less than we thought, we can utter a sen-
tence rarely heard in recent years: This govern-
ment effort is coming in ahead of schedule and
under budget.

Think about it, we passed the recovery plan
less than 2 months ago. Two weeks later, I came
here to DOT to announce that we would be in-
vesting $28 billion to rebuild and repair our
highways, roads, and bridges. Work on the very
first project, resurfacing Route 650 in Silver
Springs, Maryland, began that very same day.
People who’d been out of a job found them-
selves being called back to work.

And some of the crews are here today, and
we want to thank them, and we’re proud of
them, because they’re making the roads safer
and some of your commutes a little bit better,
and at the same time they’re doing what they’ve
always done, working really hard to support

their families and living out the American
Dream. So we appreciate you guys. Thank you.

About a week later, we had approved 500
more projects. Two weeks after that, we had ap-
proved another 1,000 projects. And today I’m
proud to announce that we have approved the
2000th project, a project to widen an interstate
and rebuild an overpass in Portage, Michigan,
improving safety, reducing congestion, and
boosting local businesses.

This project will start this summer, creating
an estimated 900 jobs right away, and it will go
into 2011, creating nearly twice that many jobs
altogether before it’s finished. So I want to ac-
knowledge Governor Granholm, both for her
leadership on this project and for her tireless
work to strengthen Michigan’s economy. And
I’m pleased that Joe Biden, who’s overseeing
our recovery efforts, will be attending the
groundbreaking for this project in June. 

Now, some may have thought it would take
months to get to this point. But in part because
of the hard work and commitment of the people
in this Department, we approved these 2,000
projects in just 41 days. So taken together, these
projects will reduce the congestion that costs us
nearly $80 billion a year; it will save some of the
14,000 people who lose their lives each year be-
cause of bad roads and driving conditions; it will
create good jobs that pay well and can’t be
shipped overseas. By the end of next year, our
investments in highway projects alone will cre-
ate or save 150,000 jobs. I want to repeat that:
150,000 jobs, most of them in the private sector.

I’m pleased that work on some of these proj-
ects has already started and that many more will
be underway by this summer. But I want to be
very clear that while we’re doing this with
speed, we’re also doing it with care. We’ve act-
ed quickly, because our economy, losing hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs each month, means
we don’t have a minute to waste. And we’ve act-
ed with care because we don’t have a single tax-
payer dollar to waste either.

And that’s why I appointed a proven and ag-
gressive Inspector General to root out waste
and fraud. That’s why we created a web site
called recovery.gov, so you can see exactly
where your tax dollars are going, and soon you’ll
be able to click on the transportation section
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and track the progress of every project under-
way.

And that’s why I’m pleased to hear that in
State after State across America, competition
for these projects is so fierce, and contractors
are doing such a good job cutting costs, that
projects are consistently coming in under bud-
get. The final bid for one road project in Con-
necticut was $8.4 million less than the State
budgeted for. Another one in Louisiana was
$4.7 million less. A project at BWI Airport will
be completed for $8 million less than expect-
ed. Bids for projects in North Carolina have
been 19 percent under budget. Colorado is re-
porting bids up to 30 percent less than they ex-
pected. And the officials in California have
seen bids that are close to half as much as they
had projected.

And because these projects are proceeding
so efficiently, we now have more recovery dol-
lars to go around. And that means we can fund
more projects, revitalize more of our infra-
structure, put more people back to work, and
ensure that taxpayers get more value for their
dollars.

Now, I have no illusion about how much
work lies ahead and how hard it will be. The
road to recovery is long; we will undoubtedly
make some mistakes, we’ll face some setbacks
along the way, there will be some projects that
don’t work the way we want them to. But it is
now clear that we’re heading in the right di-
rection. It’s now clear that day by day, project
by project, we are making progress.

We’re doing what we’ve always done in this
country. As President Johnson said more than
40 years ago when he signed the legislation

creating this Department, the Department of
Transportation, “America’s history is a history
of her transportation,” of railroads that pushed
frontiers, and waterways and highways that
opened up markets, airplanes that connected
us to one another and to the world.

Throughout our history, there have been
times when a generation of Americans seized
the chance to remake the face of this Nation.
And this is one of those times. And that’s what
we’re doing today, building a 21st century in-
frastructure that will create jobs, spur growth,
and sustain an economy that creates shared
and lasting prosperity.

So thank you to the folks here at DOT;
you’re doing an outstanding job. Thanks to
Ray LaHood for being a terrific leader of the
Department. And thank you to Joe Biden for
helping to drive this thing home. And thanks
to all the workers who are standing behind us.
We don’t want to keep them too long. They’ve
already got their hard hats. [Laughter] They
are going to go straight into their cars, and
they’re going to go back to work. So thank you,
everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Richard Phillips,
captain, MV Maersk Alabama, who was res-
cued from pirates off the coast of Somalia on
April 12, and his wife Andrea; and Interior
Department Inspector General Earl E. Dev-
aney, Chair, Recovery Accountability and
Transparency Board. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Vice President Joe
Biden.

Statement on the Month of the Military Child
April 13, 2009

In 1986, April was designated as the Month
of the Military Child, and I am proud to mark
the special recognition the Department of De-
fense has given to military children.

Like all Americans, I am grateful to the
brave men and women in uniform who are
serving our Nation. They are the living em-
bodiment of the ideals of sacrifice, honor, and
duty that have always made this Nation great,

and their sacrifice is their families’ sacrifice
too; their children, especially, display tremen-
dous strength and courage each day, bravely
bearing the burden of having a loved one serv-
ing in harm’s way. They may move many times
across the Nation and even around the world
as they grow up. They may not see their loved
ones for months on end. It is not easy, and Mi-
chelle and I, as well as the Vice President and
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Dr. Jill Biden, admire and are deeply grateful to
each and every one of them.

I call on all Americans to keep military chil-
dren in their thoughts and prayers and to do

their part to reach out to and support them and
their families.

NOTE: The statement referred to Jill Biden,
wife of Vice President Joe Biden.

Memorandum on Promoting Democracy and Human Rights in Cuba
April 13, 2009

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of
Commerce

Subject: Promoting Democracy and Human
Rights in Cuba

The promotion of democracy and human
rights in Cuba is in the national interest of the
United States and is a key component of this
Nation’s foreign policy in the Americas. Mea-
sures that decrease dependency of the Cuban
people on the Castro regime and that promote
contacts between Cuban-Americans and their
relatives in Cuba are means to encourage posi-
tive change in Cuba. The United States can
pursue these goals by facilitating greater con-
tact between separated family members in the
United States and Cuba and increasing the flow
of remittances and information to the Cuban
people. 

To pursue those ends, I direct the Secretary
of the Treasury and the Secretary of Com-
merce, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, to take such actions as necessary to: 

(a) Lift restrictions on travel-related transac-
tions for visits to a person’s family member who
is a national of Cuba by authorizing such trans-
actions by a general license that shall: 

• Define family members who may be visit-
ed to be persons within three degrees of
family relationship (e.g., second cousins)
and to allow individuals who share a com-
mon dwelling as a family with an autho-
rized traveler to accompany them; 

• Remove limitations on the frequency of
visits; 

• Remove limitations on the duration of a
visit;

• Authorize expenditure amounts that are
the same as non-family travel; and 

• Remove the 44-pound limitation on ac-
companied baggage. 

(b) Remove restrictions on remittances to a
person’s family member in Cuba by: 

• Authorizing remittances to individuals
within three degrees of family relation-
ship (e.g., second cousins) provided that
no remittances shall be authorized to cur-
rently prohibited members of the Govern-
ment of Cuba or currently prohibited
members of the Cuban Communist Party;
Removing limits on frequency of remit-
tances; 

• Removing limits on the amount of remit-
tances; 

• Authorizing travelers to carry up to $3,000
in remittances; and 

• Establishing general license for banks and
other depository institutions to forward
remittances. 

(c) Authorize U.S. telecommunications net-
work providers to enter into agreements to es-
tablish fiber-optic cable and satellite telecom-
munications facilities linking the United States
and Cuba. 

(d) License U.S. telecommunications service
providers to enter into and operate under roam-
ing service agreements with Cuba’s telecommu-
nications service providers. 

(e) License U.S. satellite radio and satellite
television service providers to engage in trans-
actions necessary to provide services to custom-
ers in Cuba. 

(f) License persons subject to U.S. jurisdic-
tion to activate and pay U.S. and third-country
service providers for telecommunications,
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satellite radio, and satellite television services
provided to individuals in Cuba, except certain
senior Communist Party and Cuban govern-
ment officials. 

(g) Authorize, consistent with national secu-
rity concerns, the export or reexport to Cuba
of donated personal communications devices
such as mobile phone systems, computers and
software, and satellite receivers through a li-
cense exception. 

(h) Expand the scope of humanitarian dona-
tions eligible for export through license excep-
tions by: 

• Restoring clothing, personal hygiene
items, seeds, veterinary medicines and
supplies, fishing equipment and sup-
plies, and soap-making equipment to the
list of items eligible to be included in gift
parcel donations; 

• Restoring items normally exchanged as
gifts by individuals in “usual and reason-
able” quantities to the list of items eligi-

ble to be included in gift parcel dona-
tions; 

• Expanding the scope of eligible gift par-
cel donors to include any individual; 

• Expanding the scope of eligible gift par-
cel donees to include individuals other
than Cuban Communist Party officials or
Cuban government officials already pro-
hibited from receiving gift parcels, or
charitable, educational, or religious orga-
nizations not administered or controlled
by the Cuban government; and 

• Increasing the value limit on non-food
items to $800. 

This memorandum is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, substan-
tive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers,
employees, or agents, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks on the National Economy
April 14, 2009

Thank you so much. It’s good to be back.
Thank you so much. Please, everybody, be
seated. Well, to President DeGioia, thank you
so much for the gracious introduction, and
thanks for bringing your family—including
J.T.—appreciate you. The—we’re going to in-
vite him over, hang out with the girls. [Laugh-
ter] He’s a pretty good-looking young man.
[Laughter]

To Mayor Adrian Fenty, who’s doing such a
great job in this city, thank you so much for
your attendance. To Representative Donna
Edwards, who is here and represents Mary-
land’s Fourth District, thank you.

To Georgetown University students, it is
great to see you. [Applause] Thank you. Yes,
well, it is good to be back. I appeared in this
room during the campaign and had a wonder-
ful reception then, and it’s wonderful to be
back and be with all of you.

We’re going to talk about the economy to-
day. And I was telling President DeGioia this

may be a slightly longer speech than I usually
give, but it’s a slightly bigger topic, and that is
how we are going to deal with so many of our
economic challenges.

You know, it’s been 12 weeks now since my
administration began. And I think that even
our critics would agree that at the very least,
we’ve been busy. [Laughter] In just under 3
months, we’ve responded to an extraordinary
set of economic challenges with extraordinary
action, action that’s been unprecedented both
in terms of its scale and its speed.

And I know that some have accused us of
taking on too much at once. Others believe we
haven’t done enough. And many Americans
are simply wondering how all of our different
programs and policies fit together in a single,
overarching strategy that will move this
economy from recession to recovery and,
ultimately, to prosperity.

So today I want to step back for a moment
and explain our strategy as clearly as I can.
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This is going to be prose and not poetry. I want
to talk about what we’ve done, why we’ve done
it, and what we have left to do. I want to update
you on the progress we’ve made, but I also want
to be honest about the pitfalls that may still lie
ahead. 

Most of all, I want every American to know
that each action we take and each policy we
pursue is driven by a larger vision of America’s
future, a future where sustained economic
growth creates good jobs and rising incomes, a
future where prosperity is fueled not by exces-
sive debt or reckless speculation or fleeting
profits, but is instead built by skilled, produc-
tive workers, by sound investments that will
spread opportunity at home and allow this Na-
tion to lead the world in the technologies and
the innovation and discoveries that will shape
the 21st century. That’s the America I see.
That’s the America that Georgetown is prepar-
ing so many of you for. That is the future that I
know that we can have.

Now, to understand how we get there, we
first need to understand how we got here. Re-
cessions are not uncommon. Markets and econ-
omies naturally ebb and flow, as we’ve seen
many times in our history. But this recession is
different; this recession was not caused by a
normal downturn in the business cycle. It was
caused by a perfect storm of irresponsibility and
poor decisionmaking that stretched from Wall
Street to Washington to Main Street. 

As has been widely reported, it started in the
housing market. During the course of the de-
cade, the formula for buying a house changed.
Instead of saving their pennies to buy their
dream house, many Americans found that sud-
denly they could take out loans that by tradi-
tional standards their incomes just could not
support. Others were tricked into signing these
subprime loans by lenders who were trying to
make a quick profit. The reason these loans
were so readily available was that Wall Street
saw big profits to be made. Investment banks
would buy and package together these ques-
tionable mortgages into securities, arguing that
by pooling the mortgages the risks had some-
how been reduced. And credit agencies that are
supposed to help investors determine the
soundness of various investments stamped the

securities with their safest rating when they
should have been labeled “buyer beware.”

And no one really knew what the actual value
of these securities were; no one fully under-
stood what the risks were. But since the housing
market was booming and prices were rising,
banks and investors just kept buying and selling
them, always passing off the risk to someone
else for a greater profit without having to take
any of the ultimate responsibility. Banks took on
more debt than they could handle.

The Government-chartered companies Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac, whose traditional
mandate was to help support traditional mort-
gages, decided to get in on the action by buying
and holding billions of dollars of these securi-
ties. AIG, the biggest insurer in the world that
had a very traditional insurance business that
was very profitable, decided to make profits
suddenly by selling billions of dollars of compli-
cated financial instruments that supposedly in-
sured these securities. Everybody was making
record profits, except the wealth created was
real only on paper. And as the bubble grew,
there was almost no accountability or oversight
from anyone in Washington.

Then the housing bubble burst. Home prices
fell, people began to default on their subprime
mortgages, and the value of all those loans and
securities plummeted. Banks and investors
couldn’t find anyone to buy them. Greed gave
way to fear. Investors pulled their money out of
the market. Large financial institutions that
didn’t have enough money on hand to pay off all
their obligations collapsed. Other banks held on
tight to their money and simply stopped lend-
ing.

Now, this is when the crisis spread from Wall
Street to Main Street. After all, the ability to get
a loan is how you finance the purchase of
everything from a home to a car to, as you all
well very—know very well, a college education.
It’s how stores stock their shelves and farms buy
equipment and businesses make payroll. So
when banks stopped lending money, businesses
started laying off workers. When laid-off
workers had less money to spend, businesses
were forced to lay off even more workers.
When people couldn’t get a car loan, a bad
situation at the auto companies became even
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worse. When people couldn’t get home loans,
the crisis in the housing market only
deepened. Because the infected securities
were being traded worldwide and other
nations also had weak regulations, this
recession soon became global. And when
other nations can’t afford to buy our goods, it
slows our economy even further.

So this is the situation, the downward spiral
that we confronted on the day that we took of-
fice. So our most urgent task has been to clear
away the wreckage, repair the immediate dam-
age to the economy, and do everything we can
to prevent a larger collapse. And since the
problems we face are all working off each oth-
er to feed a vicious economic downturn, we’ve
had no choice but to attack all fronts of our
economic crisis simultaneously.

Now, the first step was to fight a severe
shortage of demand in the economy. So the
Federal Reserve did this by dramatically low-
ering interest rates last year in order to boost
investment. My administration and Congress
boosted demand by passing the largest recov-
ery plan in our Nation’s history. It’s a plan
that’s already in the process of saving or creat-
ing 3.5 million jobs over the next 2 years. It’s
putting money directly into people’s pockets
with a tax cut for 95 percent of working fami-
lies; it’s now showing up in paychecks across
America. And to cushion the blow of this re-
cession, we also provided extended unemploy-
ment benefits and continued health care cov-
erage to Americans who’ve lost their jobs
through no fault of their own.

Now, you will recall that some argued this
recovery plan is a case of irresponsible Gov-
ernment spending, that it’s somehow to blame
for our long-term deficit projections, and that
the Federal Government should be cutting in-
stead of increasing spending right now. So I
want to tackle this argument head on.

To begin with, economists on both the left
and the right agree that the last thing a govern-
ment should do in the middle of a recession is
to cut back on spending. You see, when this
recession began, many families sat around the
kitchen table and tried to figure out where
they could cut back, and so have many busi-
nesses. And this is a completely reasonable

and understandable reaction. But if every-
body—if everybody—if every family in Ameri-
ca, if every business in America cuts back all at
once, then no one is spending any money,
which means there are no customers, which
means there are more layoffs, which means
that the economy gets even worse. That’s why
the Government has to step in and temporarily
boost spending in order to stimulate demand.
That’s exactly what we’re doing right now.

Now, second, I absolutely agree that our
long-term deficit is a major problem that we
have to fix. But the fact is that this recovery
plan represents only a tiny fraction of that
long-term deficit. As I’ll discuss in a moment,
the key to dealing with our long-term deficit
and our national debt is to get a handle on out-
of-control health care costs, not to stand idly
by as the economy goes into free fall.

So the recovery plan has been the first step
in confronting this economic crisis. The sec-
ond step has been to heal our financial system
so that credit is once again flowing to the busi-
nesses and families who rely on it.

The heart of this financial crisis is that too
many banks and other financial institutions
simply stopped lending money. In a climate of
fear, banks were unable to replace their losses
from some of those bad mortgages by raising
new capital on their own, and they were un-
willing to lend the money they did have be-
cause they were afraid that no one would pay it
back. It’s for this reason that the last adminis-
tration used what they called the Troubled As-
set Relief Program, or TARP, to provide these
banks with temporary financial assistance in
order to get them lending again.

Now, I understand that TARP is not popu-
lar, and I have to say that I don’t agree with
some of the ways the TARP program was man-
aged, but I do agree with the broader rationale
that we must provide banks with the capital
and the confidence necessary to start lending
again. And that’s the purpose of the stress tests
that will soon tell us how much additional cap-
ital will be needed to support lending at our
largest banks. Ideally, these needs will be met
by private investors who are willing to put in
money to these banks. But where that’s not
possible, and banks require substantial
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additional resources from the Government,
then we will hold accountable those who are re-
sponsible, we’ll force the necessary adjust-
ments, we’ll provide the support to clean up
those bank balance sheets, and we will assure
the continuity of a strong and viable institution
that can serve our people and our economy.

Of course, there are some who differ with
our approach. On the one hand, there are some
who argue that the Government should stand
back and simply let these banks fail, especially
since in many cases it was their bad decisions
that helped create the crisis in the first place.
But whether we like it or not, history has shown
repeatedly that when nations do not take early
and aggressive action to get credit flowing
again, they have crises that last years and years
instead of months and months, years of low
growth, years of low job creation, years of low
investment, all of which cost these nations far
more than a course of bold, upfront action.

And although there are a lot of Americans
who understandably think that Government
money would be better spent going directly to
families and businesses instead of to
banks—one of my most frequent questions in
the letters that I get from constituents is,
“Where’s my bailout?”—and I understand the
sentiment. It makes sense intuitively, and mor-
ally it makes sense, but the truth is that a dollar
of capital in a bank can actually result in $8 or
$10 of loans to families and businesses. So that’s
a multiplier effect that can ultimately lead to a
faster pace of economic growth. That’s why we
have to fix the banks.

Now, on the other hand, there have been
some who don’t dispute that we need to shore
up the banking system, but they suggest that
we’ve been too timid in how we go about it.
This is essentially the nationalization argument
that some of you may have heard. And the argu-
ment says that the Federal Government should
have already preemptively stepped in and taken
over major financial institutions the way that
the FDIC currently intervenes in smaller
banks, and that our failure, my administration’s
failure, to do so is yet another example of Wash-
ington coddling Wall Street—“Why aren’t you
tougher on the banks?”

So let me be clear: The reason we have not
taken this step has nothing to do with any ideo-
logical or political judgment we’ve made about
Government involvement in banks. It’s certain-
ly not because of any concern we have for the
management and shareholders whose actions
helped to cause this mess. Rather, it’s because
we believe that preemptive Government take-
overs are likely to end up costing taxpayers even
more in the end, and because it’s more likely to
undermine than create confidence.

Governments should practice the same prin-
ciple as doctors: First, do no harm. So rest as-
sured, we will do whatever is necessary to get
credit flowing again, but we will do so in ways
that minimize risk to taxpayers and to the
broader economy. To that end, in addition to
the program to provide capital to the banks,
we’ve launched a plan that will pair Govern-
ment resources with private investment in or-
der to clear away the old loans and securities,
the so-called toxic assets that are also prevent-
ing our banks from lending money.

Now, what we’ve also learned during this cri-
sis is that our banks aren’t the only institutions
affected by these toxic assets that are clogging
the financial system. AIG, for example, is not a
bank, it’s an insurance company, as I men-
tioned. And yet, because it chose to insure bil-
lions of dollars worth of risky assets, essentially
creating a hedge fund on top of an insurance
company, its failure could threaten the entire fi-
nancial system and freeze lending even more.
And that’s why, as frustrating as it is—and I
promise you, nobody is more frustrated than
me with AIG—[laughter]—I promise—we’ve
had to provide support for AIG, because the en-
tire system, as fragile as it is, could be profound-
ly endangered if AIG went into a liquidation
bankruptcy. 

It’s also why we need new legal authority so
that we have the power to intervene in such fi-
nancial institutions, the same way that bank-
ruptcy courts currently do with businesses that
hit hard times but don’t pose systemic risks.
And that way we can restructure these business-
es in an orderly way that doesn’t induce panic in
the financial system and, by the way, will allow
us to restructure inappropriate bonus contracts
without creating a perception the Government
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can just change compensation rules on a
whim.

This is also why we’re moving aggressively
to unfreeze markets and jump-start lending
outside the banking system, where more than
half of all lending in America actually takes
place. To do this, we’ve started a program that
will increase guarantees for small-business
loans and unlock the market for auto loans and
student loans. And to stabilize the housing
market, we’ve launched a plan that will save up
to 4 million responsible homeowners from
foreclosure and help many millions more to
refinance their homes.

In a few weeks, we will also reassess the
state of Chrysler and General Motors, two
companies with an important place in our his-
tory and a large footprint in our economy, but
two companies that have also fallen on hard
times.

Late last year, the companies were given
transitional loans by the previous administra-
tion to tide them over as they worked to devel-
op viable business plans. Unfortunately, the
plans they developed fell short, so we’ve given
them some additional time to work these com-
plex issues through. And by the way, we owed
that not to the executives whose bad bets con-
tributed to the weakening of their companies,
but to the hundreds of thousands of workers
whose livelihoods hang in the balance; entire
towns, entire communities, entire States are
profoundly impacted by what happens in the
auto industry.

Now, it is our fervent hope that in the com-
ing weeks, Chrysler will find a viable partner;
GM will develop a business plan that will put it
on a path to profitability without endless sup-
port from American taxpayers. In the mean-
time, we’re taking steps to spur demand for
American cars and provide relief for autowork-
ers and their communities. And we will contin-
ue to reaffirm this Nation’s commitment to a
21st century American auto industry that cre-
ates new jobs and builds the fuel-efficient cars
and trucks that will carry us toward a clean en-
ergy future.

Finally, to coordinate a global response to
this global recession, I went to the meeting of
the G–20 nations in London the other week.

Each nation has undertaken significant stimu-
lus to spur demand. All agreed to pursue
tougher regulatory reforms. We also agreed to
triple the lending capacity of the International
Monetary Fund, which, as many of you know,
is an international financial institution sup-
ported by all the major economies, so that they
can provide direct assistance to developing na-
tions and vulnerable populations. That’s not
just charity; because America’s success de-
pends on whether other nations have the abili-
ty to buy what we sell, it’s important that we
pay attention to these emerging markets. We
pledged to avoid the trade barriers and protec-
tionism that hurts us all in the end. And we de-
cided to meet again in the fall to gauge our
progress and take additional steps if necessary.

So that’s where we’ve been, that’s what
we’ve done in the last 3 months. All of these
actions—the Recovery Act, the bank capital-
ization program, the housing plan, the
strengthening of the nonbank credit market,
the auto plan, and our work at the G–20—all
have been necessary pieces of the recovery
puzzle. They’ve been designed to increase ag-
gregate demand, to get credit flowing again to
families and businesses, and to help families
and businesses ride out the storm. And taken
together, these actions are starting to generate
signs of economic progress.

Because of our recovery plan, schools and
police departments have canceled planned lay-
offs; clean energy companies and construction
companies are rehiring workers to build every-
thing from energy efficient windows to new
roads and highways. Our housing plan has
helped lead to a spike in the number of home-
owners who are taking advantage of historical-
ly low mortgage rates by refinancing, which is
like putting a $2,000 tax cut in your pocket.
Our program to support the market for auto
loans and student loans has started to unfreeze
this market and securitize more of this lending
in the last few weeks. And small businesses are
seeing a jump in loan activity for the first time
in months.

Now, this is all welcome and encouraging
news. It does not mean the hard times are
over; 2009 will continue to be a difficult year
for America’s economy, and obviously, most
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difficult for those who’ve lost their jobs. The se-
verity of this recession will cause more job loss,
more foreclosures, and more pain before it
ends. The market will continue to rise and fall.
Credit is still not flowing nearly as easily as it
should. The process for restructuring AIG and
the auto companies will involve difficult and
sometimes unpopular choices; we are not fin-
ished yet on that front. And all of this means
that there’s much more work to be done. But all
of this also means that you can continue to ex-
pect an unrelenting, unyielding, day-by-day ef-
fort from this administration to fight for eco-
nomic recovery on all fronts.

But even as we continue to clear away the
wreckage and address the immediate crisis, it is
my firm belief that our next task, beginning
now, is to make sure such a crisis never happens
again. Even as we clean up balance sheets and
get credit flowing again, even as people start
spending and businesses start hiring—all that’s
going to happen—we have to realize that we
cannot go back to the bubble-and-bust econo-
my that led us to this point.

It is simply not sustainable to have a 21st cen-
tury financial system that is governed by 20th
century rules and regulations that allowed the
recklessness of a few to threaten the entire
economy. It is not sustainable to have an econo-
my where in 1 year, 40 percent of our corporate
profits came from a financial sector that was
based on inflated home prices, maxed-out cred-
it cards, overleveraged banks, and overvalued
assets. It’s not sustainable to have an economy
where the incomes of the top 1 percent has sky-
rocketed while the typical working household
has seen their incomes decline by nearly
$2,000. That’s just not a sustainable model for
long-term prosperity.

For even as too many were out there chasing
ever-bigger bonuses and short-term profits over
the last decade, we continued to neglect the
long-term threats to our prosperity: the crush-
ing burden that the rising cost of health care is
placing on families and businesses; the failure
of our education system to prepare our workers
for a new age; the progress that other nations
are making on clean energy industries and tech-
nologies while we remain addicted to foreign
oil; the growing debt that we’re passing on to

our children. Even after we emerge from the
current recession, these challenges will still rep-
resent major obstacles that stand in the way of
our success in the 21st century. So we’ve got a
lot of work to do. 

Now, there’s a parable at the end of the Ser-
mon on the Mount that tells the story of two
men. The first built his house on a pile of sand,
and it was soon destroyed when a storm hit. But
the second is known as the wise man, for when
“the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house, it fell
not: for it was founded upon a rock”—it was
founded upon a rock. 

We cannot rebuild this economy on the same
pile of sand. We must build our house upon a
rock. We must lay a new foundation for growth
and prosperity, a foundation that will move us
from an era of borrow and spend to one where
we save and invest, where we consume less at
home and send more exports abroad.

It’s a foundation built upon five pillars that
will grow our economy and make this new cen-
tury another American century: number one,
new rules for Wall Street that will reward drive
and innovation, not reckless risk-taking; num-
ber two, new investments in education that will
make our workforce more skilled and competi-
tive; number three, new investments in renew-
able energy and technology that will create new
jobs and new industries; number four, new in-
vestments in health care that will cut costs for
families and businesses; and number five, new
savings in our Federal budget that will bring
down the debt for future generations. That’s the
new foundation we must build. That’s our
house built upon a rock. That must be our fu-
ture, and my administration’s policies are de-
signed to achieve that future.

Let me talk about each of these steps in turn.
The first step we will take to build this founda-
tion is to reform the outdated rules and regula-
tions that allowed this crisis to happen in the
first place. It is time to lay down tough new
rules of the road for Wall Street to ensure that
we never find ourselves here again. Just as after
the Great Depression new rules were designed
for banks to avoid the kind of reckless specula-
tion that helped to create the Depression, so
we’ve got to make adaptations to our current set
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of rules: create rules that punish shortcuts and
abuse; rules that tie someone’s pay to their ac-
tual job performance—a novel con-
cept—[laughter]; rules that protect typical
American families when they buy a home, get
a credit card, or invest in a 401(k). So we’ve al-
ready begun to work with Congress to shape
this comprehensive new regulatory frame-
work, and I expect a bill to arrive on my desk
for my signature before the year is out.

The second pillar of this new foundation is
an education system that finally prepares our
workers for a 21st century economy. You
know, in the 20th century, the GI bill helped
send a generation to college. For decades, we
led the world in educational attainment, and as
a consequence, we led the world in economic
growth. But in this new economy, we’ve come
to trail the world’s leaders in graduation rates,
in educational achievement, in the production
of scientists and engineers. That’s why we have
set a goal that will greatly enhance our ability
to compete for the high-wage, high-tech jobs
of the 21st century. By 2020, America will
once again have the highest proportion of col-
lege graduates in the world. That is the goal
that we have set, and we intend to meet it.

Now, to meet that goal, we have to start ear-
ly. So we’ve already dramatically expanded
early childhood education. We are investing in
innovative programs that have proven to help
schools meet high standards and close achieve-
ment gaps. We’re creating new rewards that
tie teachers’ performance and new pathways
for advancement. And I’ve asked every Ameri-
can to commit to at least 1 year or more of
higher education or career training, and we
have provided tax credits to make a college ed-
ucation more affordable for every American,
even those who attend Georgetown.

And, by the way, one of the changes that I
would like to see—and I’m going to be talking
about this in weeks to come—is once again
seeing our best and our brightest commit
themselves to making things—engineers, sci-
entists, innovators. For so long, we have
placed at the top of our pinnacle folks who can
manipulate numbers and engage in complex
financial calculations. And that’s good, we
need some of that. [Laughter] But you know

what we can really use is some more scientists
and some more engineers, who are building
and making things that we can export to other
countries.

Now, the third pillar of this new foundation
is to harness the renewable energy that can
create millions of new jobs and new industries.
We all know that the country that harnesses
this new energy source will lead the 21st cen-
tury. Yet we’ve allowed other countries to out-
pace us on this race to the future. I don’t know
about you, but I do not accept a future where
the jobs and industries of tomorrow take root
beyond our borders. I think it’s time for Amer-
ica to lead again.

So the investments we made in the Recov-
ery Act will double this Nation’s supply of re-
newable energy in the next 3 years. And we are
putting Americans to work making our homes
and buildings more efficient so that we can
save billions on our energy bills and grow our
economy at the same time.

Now, the only, though, that we can truly
spark the transformation that’s needed is
through a gradual, market-based cap on car-
bon pollution, so that clean energy is the prof-
itable kind of energy. There are those who’ve
argued that we shouldn’t attempt, we
shouldn’t even be thinking, we shouldn’t even
be talking about such a transition until the
economy recovers. And they are right that we
have to take into account the costs of transi-
tion. Transitioning to a clean energy economy
will not be easy. But we can no longer delay
putting a framework for a clean energy econo-
my in place. That needs to be done now.

If businesses and entrepreneurs know today
that we are closing this carbon pollution
loophole, they’ll start investing in clean energy
now. And pretty soon, we’ll see more
companies constructing solar panels, and
workers building wind turbines, and car
companies manufacturing fuel-efficient cars.
Investors will put some money into a new
energy technology, and a small business will
open to start selling it. That’s how we can grow
this economy, enhance our security, and
protect our planet at the same time.

Now, the fourth pillar of our new founda-
tion is a 21st century health care system where
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families, businesses, and government budgets
aren’t dragged down by skyrocketing insurance
premiums. One and a half million Americans
could lose their homes this year just because of
a medical crisis. Major American corporations
are struggling to compete with their foreign
counterparts. Small businesses are closing their
doors. We can’t allow the cost of health care to
continue strangling our economy.

And that’s why our Recovery Act will invest
in electronic health records with strict privacy
standards that can save money and lives and re-
duce medical error. That’s why we’ve made the
largest investment ever in preventive care, be-
cause that’s one of the best ways to keep costs
under control. And included in the budgets that
just passed Congress is an historic commitment
to reform that will finally make quality health
care affordable for every American. So I’m
looking forward in the next few months to work-
ing with both parties in Congress to make this
reform a reality. We can get this done, and we
have to get it done.

Now, fixing our health care system will re-
quire resources; it’s not going to be free. But in
my budget we’ve made a commitment to fully
pay for reform without increasing the deficit,
and we’ve identified specific savings that will
make the health care system more efficient and
reduce costs for us all. In fact, we’ve undertak-
en an unprecedented effort to find this kind of
savings in every corner of the budget, because
the final pillar in building our new foundation is
restoring fiscal discipline once this economy re-
covers.

Already we’ve identified $2 trillion dollars in
deficit reductions over the next decade. We
need to do more, but we’ve already done that.
We’ve announced procurement reform that will
greatly reduce no-bid contracts and save the
Government $40 billion. We need to do more,
but that’s an important start. Secretary Gates
recently announced a courageous set of reforms
that go right at the hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in waste and cost overruns that have bloat-
ed our defense budget without making America
safer. We need to do more, but that proposal by
Secretary Gates is right on target. We will end
education programs that don’t work. We will

root out waste and fraud and abuse in our
Medicare program.

Altogether, this budget will reduce discre-
tionary spending for domestic programs as a
share of the economy by more than 10 percent
over the next decade to the lowest level we’ve
seen since we began keeping records nearly half
a century ago. And as we continue to go through
the Federal budget line by line, we will be an-
nouncing additional savings, secured by elimi-
nating and consolidating programs that we don’t
need so that we can make room for the things
that we do need.

That’s what we’re doing now. Of course, I re-
alize that for some, this isn’t enough. I know
there’s a criticism out there that my administra-
tion has been spending with reckless abandon,
pushing a liberal social agenda while mortgag-
ing our children’s future. You’ve heard the ar-
gument.

Well, let me make three points. First, as I
said earlier, the worst thing that we could do in
a recession this severe is to try to cut Govern-
ment spending at the same time as families and
businesses around the world are cutting back on
their spending. So as serious as our deficit and
debt problems are—and they are very seri-
ous—major efforts to deal with them have to fo-
cus on the medium- and long-term budget pic-
ture, not on the short term. And that’s exactly
what we’ve done.

Second, in tackling the deficit issue, we sim-
ply cannot sacrifice the long-term investments
that we so desperately need to generate long-
term prosperity. That’s the argument that some
critics have made: “Well, you’re proposing
health care reform, you shouldn’t be doing that;
you’re proposing education investments, you
shouldn’t be doing that. That adds to the defi-
cit.”

Look, just as a cash-strapped family may cut
back on all kinds of luxuries, but will still insist
on spending money to get their children
through college, will refuse to have their kids
drop out of college and go to work in some fast
food place, even though that might bring in
some income in the short term, because they’re
thinking about the long term, so we as a country
have to make current choices with an eye to the
future.
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If we don’t invest now in renewable energy,
if we don’t invest now in a skilled workforce, if
we don’t invest now in a more affordable
health care system, this economy simply won’t
grow at the pace it needs to in 2 or 5 or 10
years down the road. If we don’t lay this new
foundation now, it won’t be long before we’re
right back where we are today. And I can as-
sure you that chronically slow growth will not
help our long-term budget situation. That’s
the second point.

Third point, the problem with our deficit
and debt is not new. It has been building dra-
matically over the past 8 years, largely because
big tax cuts combined with increased spending
on two wars and the increased costs of Gov-
ernment health care programs have pushed it
ever upwards. This structural gap in our bud-
get, between the amount of money that’s com-
ing in and the amount of money that’s going
out, will only get worse as the baby boomers
age and will in fact lead us down an unsustain-
able path.

But let’s not kid ourselves and suggest that
we can solve this problem by trimming a few
earmarks or cutting the budget for the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts. That’s just not
true. Along with defense and interest on the
national debt, the biggest cost drivers in our
budget are entitlement programs like Medi-
care, Medicaid, and Social Security, all of
which get more and more expensive every
year. So if we want to get serious about fiscal
discipline, and I do, then we’re going to not
only have to trim waste out of our discretion-
ary budget—which we’ve already begun—we
will also have to get serious about entitlement
reform.

Now, nothing will be more important to this
goal than passing health care reform that
brings down costs across the system, including
in Medicare and Medicaid. So make no mis-
take, health care reform is entitlement reform.
That’s not just my opinion; that was the con-
clusion of a wide range of participants at the
Fiscal Responsibility Summit that we held at
the White House in February. And that’s one
of the reasons why I firmly believe we need to
get health care reform done this year.

Now, once we tackle rising health care
costs, we must also work to put Social Security
on firmer footing. It’s time for both parties to
come together and find a way to keep the
promise of a sound retirement for future gen-
erations. And we should restore a sense of fair-
ness and balance to our Tax Code, including
by shutting down corporate loopholes and en-
suring that everyone pays what they owe.

Now, all of these efforts will require tough
choices. All these efforts will require compro-
mise. But the difficulties can’t serve as an ex-
cuse for inaction—not anymore—which
brings me to one final point that I’d like to
make today. I’ve talked a lot about the funda-
mental weaknesses in our economy that led us
to this day of reckoning. But we also arrived
here because of a fundamental weakness in
our political system.

For too long, too many in Washington put
off hard decisions for some other time on
some other day. There’s been a tendency to
spend a lot of time scoring political points in-
stead of rolling up sleeves to solve real prob-
lems. There’s also an impatience that charac-
terizes this town, an attention span that has
only grown shorter with the 24-hour news cy-
cle that insists on instant gratification in the
form of immediate results or higher poll num-
bers. When a crisis hits, there’s all too often a
lurch from shock to trance, with everyone re-
sponding to the tempest of the moment until
the furor has died down, the media coverage
has moved on to something else, instead of
confronting the major challenges that will
shape our future in a sustained and focused
way.

This can’t be one of those times. The chal-
lenges are too great. The stakes are too high. I
know how difficult it is for Members of Con-
gress in both parties to grapple with some of
the big decisions we face right now. I’d love if
these problems were coming at us one at a
time instead of five or six at a time. It’s more
than most Congresses and most Presidents
have to deal with in a lifetime.

But we have been called to govern in
extraordinary times. And that requires an
extraordinary sense of responsibility: to
ourselves, to the men and women who sent us
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here, to the many generations whose lives will
be affected for good or for ill because of what
we do here.

There is no doubt that times are still tough.
By no means are we out of the woods just yet.
But from where we stand, for the very first
time, we’re beginning to see glimmers of hope.
And beyond that, way off in the distance, we
can see a vision of an America’s future that is far
different than our troubled economic past. It’s
an America teeming with new industry and
commerce, humming with new energy and dis-
coveries that light the world once more, a place
where anyone from anywhere with a good idea
or the will to work can live the dream they’ve
heard so much about.

That is the house upon the rock: proud, stur-
dy, unwavering in the face of the greatest

storms. And we will not finish it in 1 year. We
will not finish it in many. But if we use this mo-
ment to lay that new foundation, if we come to-
gether and begin the hard work of rebuilding, if
we persist and persevere against the disappoint-
ments and setbacks that will surely lie ahead,
then I have no doubt that this house will stand
and the dream of our Founders will live on in
our time.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in
Gaston Hall at Georgetown University. In his
remarks, he referred to John J. DeGioia,
president, Georgetown University, and his son
John Thomas.

Remarks on Tax Reform
April 15, 2009

Good morning. I decided not to bring Bo to-
day because he stepped on my economic
speech yesterday. [Laughter] Good morning. I
know that April 15th is not exactly everyone’s
favorite date on the calendar, but it is an impor-
tant opportunity for those of us in Washington
to consider our responsibilities to the people
who sent us here and who pay the bills. And I’ve
brought some friends of mine who sent me here
and pay the bills.

Across America, families like the people who
join me have had tough choices forced upon
them because of this economic downturn.
Many have lost a job; many are fighting to keep
their business open. Many more are struggling
to make payments, to stay in their home, or to
pursue a college education. And these Ameri-
cans are the backbone of our economy, the
backbone of our middle class. They’re the work-
ers, the innovators, the students who are going
to be powering our recovery. So their dreams
have to be our own. They need a government
that is working to create jobs and opportunity
for them, rather than simply giving more and
more to those at the very top in the false hope
that wealth automatically trickles down.

And that’s why my administration has taken
far-reaching action to give tax cuts to the Amer-

icans who need them, while jump-starting
growth and job creation in the process. We start
from the simple premise that we should reduce
the tax burden on working people, while help-
ing Americans go to college, own a home, raise
a family, start a business, and save for retire-
ment. Those goals are the foundation of the
American Dream, and they are the focus of my
tax policy.

First, we’ve passed a broad and sweeping tax
cut for 95 percent of American workers. This
tax cut was a core focus of my campaign, it was a
core component of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, and it is the most progres-
sive tax cut in American history. And starting
April 1st, Americans saw this tax cut in the extra
money that they took home with each paycheck.

Make no mistake: This tax cut will reach 120
million families and put $120 billion directly in-
to their pockets, and it includes the most Amer-
ican workers ever to get a tax cut. This is going
to boost demand, and it will save or create over
half a million jobs. And the Congressional Bud-
get Office has found that tax cuts like these for
American workers are more than three times
more effective in stimulating recovery than tax
breaks for the very wealthiest Americans.
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This tax cut also keeps a fundamental prom-
ise: that Americans who work hard should be
able to make a decent living. It lifts more than
2 million Americans out of poverty. And to-
gether with the child tax credit, it ensures that
a working parent will be able to support their
family.

Second, we are helping small businesses
keep their doors open so they can weather this
economic storm and create good jobs. Instead
of the normal 2 years, small businesses are
now allowed to offset their losses during this
downturn against the income they’ve earned
over the last 5 years. And this could provide a
record number of refunds for small business-
es, which will provide them with the lifeline
they need to maintain inventory and pay their
workers.

Third, we are helping Americans get the ed-
ucation they need to succeed in a global econ-
omy. For years we’ve seen the price of tuition
skyrocket at the same time that it became
more and more important to earn a college de-
gree. And that’s why we are making college
more affordable for every American that needs
a hand. That is why we are committed to sim-
plifying the student loan process so more fami-
lies can get the help they need. And that’s also
why our $2,500 tax credit for all 4 years of col-
lege will help us reach a goal that will help our
country lead in the 21st century: By 2020,
Americans once again will have the highest
proportion of college graduates in the world.

Fourth, we are helping more Americans
purchase homes that they can afford. Just as
we must put an end to the irresponsible lend-
ing and borrowing that created the housing
bubble, we must restore the home as a source
of stability and an anchor of the American
Dream. That’s why we’re providing a tax credit
of up to $8,000 for first-time homebuyers,
which will put a home within reach for hard-
working Americans who are playing by the
rules and making responsible choices. And by
the way, there are at least a couple of folks
here who have already used that $8,000 credit,
and I think it’s wonderful to see that this is al-
ready prompting some willingness for people
to go ahead and make that first-time purchase

where they thought maybe it was out of reach
before.

Fifth, we know that tax relief must be joined
with fiscal discipline. Americans are making
hard choices in their budgets, and we’ve got to
tighten our belts in Washington as well. And
that’s why we’ve already identified $2 trillion
in deficit reductions over the next decade. And
that’s why we’re cutting programs that don’t
work, contracts that aren’t fair, and spending
that we don’t need.

We’re also doing away with the unnecessary
giveaways that have thrown our Tax Code out
of balance. I said this during the campaign,
I’m now saying it as President: We need to
stop giving tax breaks to companies that stash
profits or ship jobs overseas so we can invest in
job creation here at home. And we need to
end the tax breaks for the wealthiest 2 percent
of Americans, so that people like me, who are
extraordinarily lucky, are paying the same
rates that the wealthiest 2 percent of Ameri-
cans paid when Bill Clinton was President.

Finally, we need to simplify a monstrous
Tax Code that is far too complicated for most
Americans to understand, but just complicated
enough for the insiders who know how to
game the system. So I’ve already started by
asking Paul Volcker and my Economic Recov-
ery Board to do a thorough review of how to
simplify our Tax Code, and to report back to
me by the end of this year. It’s going to take
time to undo the damage of years of carve-outs
and loopholes. But I want every American to
know that we will rewrite the Tax Code so that
it puts your interests over any special interests.
And we’ll make it easier, quicker, and less ex-
pensive for you to file a return, so that April
15th is not a date that is approached with
dread every year.

Now, I just had a conversation with these
wonderful Americans, and like people I talked
to all across the country, they’re not looking
for a free ride. Every single person here is
working hard and deserves a chance to get
ahead. And they’re family like—families like
the Kirkwoods, who just want to own their
own business and put away some money away
for their kids’ college tuition. And they’re
workers like Clark Harrison, behind me, who
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has worked hard and wants to be able to pur-
chase that first home. They’re business owners
like Alan Givens, who wants his company to sus-
tain itself through bad times as well as the good.
And I was encouraged to hear that Alan’s busi-
ness is going strong on a whole bunch of clean
energy measures that he’s helping to promote
in his area.

For too long, we’ve seen taxes used as a
wedge to scare people into supporting policies
that actually increased the burden on working
people instead of helping them live their
dreams. That has to change, and that’s the work
that we’ve begun. We’ve passed tax cuts that
will help our economy grow. We’ve made a
clear promise that families that earn less than
$250,000 a year will not see their taxes increase
by a single dime. And we have kept to those
promises that were made during the campaign.
We’ve given tax relief to the Americans who
need it and the workers who have earned it.

And we’re helping more Americans move to-
wards their American Dream by going to
school, owning a home, keeping their business,
and raising their family.

So on this April 15th, we’re reminded of the
enormous responsibility that comes with han-
dling peoples’ tax dollars. And we’re renewing
our commitment to a simpler Tax Code that re-
wards work and the pursuit of the American
Dream. And I just again want to personally
thank all of the families and folks who join me
here today, because they inspire me to do what
I do every single day.

All right, thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Paul A. Volcker, Chairman, Presi-
dent’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board.

Interview With Juan Carlos Lopez of CNN En Espanol
April 15, 2009

The President’s Visit to Mexico/Mexico-U.S. Re-
lations/Border Security

Mr. Lopez. You’re going to Mexico. It’s your
first trip to Latin America, and the White
House already announced that the Mexican car-
tels are being included in the Kingpin Act.
What does this mean, and what message are you
bringing to Mexico?

The President. Well, first of all, the reason
we’re going to Mexico is because it is our neigh-
bor, it is one of our largest trading partners, and
it’s a country that has enormous ties to the Unit-
ed States. And so it was very important for me
to send a message that we are going to continue
to partner with Mexico to accomplish common
goals of lifting up people’s incomes and growing
economic opportunity on both sides of the bor-
ders. And I think that President Calderon has
done an outstanding and heroic job in dealing
with what is a big problem right now along the
borders with the drug cartels.

The Kingpin law allows us to go after the fi-
nances, the financial underpinnings of the car-
tels in a much more aggressive and much more

effective way. And so that’s just part of a broad-
er strategy in which the United States and Mex-
ico will be partnering. We are putting more re-
sources on the border. We are providing addi-
tional surveillance equipment. We are going to
be dealing not only with drug interdiction com-
ing north, but also working on helping to curb
the flow of cash and guns going south.

And so there’s a true partnership that’s devel-
oping. And I want to make sure that the people
of Mexico understand that we are going to do
everything we can on our end to promote more
security and more peace and more prosperity in
the region.

Latin America-U.S. Drug Control Cooperation

Mr. Lopez. One of the issues that is discussed
in Mexico is that that Government spends be-
tween $7 billion and $8 billion in their war on
drugs, while the U.S. destined $1.4 billion for
the Merida Initiative that includes Central
America and is spread out through several
years. It’s not seen as equitable.
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The President. Well, first of all I think it’s
important to recognize that my budget has ac-
tually sought to increase by about 50 percent
the amount of money that we’re spending. We
are already moving forward on, for example,
Black Hawk helicopters to be sent to Mexico
to help in the fight against the drug cartels.

So I want to put as much additional resourc-
es as we can into this effort. I think Mexico has
been very serious about dealing with the prob-
lem. There are a number of Central American
countries who are going to need our assistance
as well. And my commitment is to make sure
that the United States, working in a multilater-
al fashion with all the countries in the region,
are finally putting an end to the power and the
strength of these drug cartels.

Immigration Reform/DHS Assistant Secretary
for International Affairs and Special Represen-
tative for Border Affairs (Border Czar)

Mr. Lopez. Will immigration reform be part
of this whole process? And also, you’ve named
a border czar. Was this consulted with Mexico,
and what is he going to do?

The President. Well, the goal of the border
czar is to help coordinate all the various agen-
cies that fall under the Department of Home-
land Security and—so that we are confident
that the border patrols are working effectively
with ICE, working effectively with our law en-
forcement agencies. So he’s really a coordina-
tor that can be directly responsible to Secre-
tary Napolitano and, ultimately, directly ac-
countable to me.

There has been a lot of interaction between
Mexican officials and officials on our side of
the border. And, you know, Janet Napolitano
has already been there. She and John Bren-
nan, who is part of my national security team,
are currently there. We’re going to continue to
coordinate effectively.

Now, immigration reform has to be part of a
broader strategy to deal with our border is-
sues, and as I’ve said repeatedly, I am a strong
proponent of comprehensive immigration re-
form. I’ve already met with the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus and committed to working
with them to try to shape an agenda that can
move through Congress. And this is something

that I think is important not just because of the
drug cartel issue; it’s important because of the
human costs of a ongoing flow of illegal immi-
grants into this country. It’s something that we
need to solve.

Cuba

Mr. Lopez. You’re going to Trinidad and
Tobago. Most of these countries, it’s the first
time you meet with the leaders. They’ve
been—they want to bring Cuba up as an issue.
You’ve lifted restrictions on Cuban Americans.
How is this issue going to play out?

The President. Well, you know, I have no
problem with them bringing up Cuba as an is-
sue. I think I’ve been very clear about my posi-
tion on Cuba. What I’ve said is, is that we
should loosen up restrictions on travel and re-
mittances. We have now acted on that. We al-
so believe that Cuba can potentially be a criti-
cal part of regional growth in the region.

But Cuba has to take some steps, send some
signals that when it comes to human rights,
when it comes to political rights, when it
comes to the ability of Cubans to travel, that
there is some signs that we’re moving away
from what has been a set of policies that have
really hampered Cuba’s ability to grow.

I mean, I think—think about the irony, the
fact that, you know, on the one hand we’re
loosening up travel restrictions, and yet there
are a lot of Cubans who can’t leave Cuba.
That, I think, is an example of the kinds of
changes that we hope we can promote over
time. And I think that our partners in Central
and South America can be very important in
helping to move away from the past and into
the future.

Latin American Systems of Government

Mr. Lopez. There’s a movement in Latin
America. Countries are resorting to democrat-
ic measures to change the constitution so that
the current leaders can stay in office. It hap-
pened in Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, and it’s
also happening in Colombia. It’s an internal
matter, but how do you feel about those Presi-
dents wanting to stay on, and will you bring it
up at the summit?
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The President. Well, you know, I think it’s
important for the United States not to tell other
countries how to, you know, structure their
democratic practices and what should be con-
tained in their constitution. All I can say is that
one of the strengths of the United States Gov-
ernment and our democracy, the reason it’s
been stable, is I think people have a sense that
through constitutional means they can replace
people who are in power who may not be meet-
ing the interests of their populations.

If I’m not doing a good job, ultimately, in
some way I’m accountable because of elections.
But I’m also accountable in the sense that at
most I’ve got 8 years and there’s going to be
some turnover. So that’s been a strength of our
system. And ultimately, it’s up to the people of
those countries to make a decision about how
they want to structure their affairs.

Meeting Latin American Leaders/Latin Ameri-
ca-U.S. Relations

Mr. Lopez. Now, more than the issues at the
summit, a lot of people are focused on how you
will interact with other leaders, for example,
how you will face Hugo Chavez. Have you
thought about that? Is it going to be any differ-
ent than any other President?

The President. No, look, he’s the leader of his
country, and we’ll—he’ll be one of many people
that I will have the opportunity to meet. And
the whole message that we’ve tried to send
throughout my campaign, throughout my re-
cent travels overseas, at the G–20 for example,
has been that the United States, I think, has a
leadership role to play in dealing with many of
the big problems that we face.

But we also recognize that other countries
have important contributions and insights. We
want to listen and learn, as well as talk. And that
approach, I think, of mutual respect and finding
common interests is one that ultimately will
serve everybody.

Cuba

Mr. Lopez. Fidel Castro reacted to your lift-
ing of sanctions, saying it was a positive move,
but that he expected the lifting of the embargo.

And he said that Cuba won’t beg, but that’s
what eventually they expect from the U.S.

The President. Well, I don’t expect Cuba to
beg. Nobody is asking for anybody to beg. What
we’re looking for is some signal that there are
going to be changes in how Cuba operates that
assures that political prisoners are released, that
people can speak their minds freely, that they
can travel, that they can write and attend
church, and do the things that people through-
out the hemisphere can do and take for granted.
And if there’s some sense of movement on
those fronts in Cuba, then I think that we can
see a further thawing of relations and further
changes.

But we took an important first step. I think
it’s a signal of our good faith that we want to
move beyond the cold war mentality that has
existed over the last 50 years. And hopefully,
we’ll see some signs that Cuba wants to recipro-
cate.

U.S. National Security/Spaniards in U.S. Custo-
dy

Mr. Lopez. Spanish judge Baltasar Garzon is
considering a lawsuit filed by attorneys repre-
senting six Spaniards who were at one point
held at Guantanamo. And that lawsuit wants to
go after President Bush’s legal team. What is
your reaction to that?

The President. Well, you know, obviously,
I’ve been very clear that Guantanamo is to be
closed, that some of the practices of enhanced
interrogation techniques, I think, ran counter to
American values and American traditions. So
I’ve put an end to these policies.

I’m a strong believer that it’s important to
look forward and not backwards and to remind
ourselves that we do have very real security
threats out there.

So I have not had direct conversations with
the Spanish Government about these issues.
My team has been in communications with
them. I think that we are moving a process for-
ward here in the United States to understand
what happened, but also to focus on how we
make sure that the manner in which we operate
currently is consistent with our values and our
traditions.
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And so my sense is, is that this will be
worked out over time.

Latin America-U.S. Relations/U.S. Foreign
Policy in Latin America

Mr. Lopez. There is a sense of mistrust in
the region towards the U.S. You inherit-
ed—you said you inherited the economic cri-
sis. Did you inherit this from previous admin-
istrations? And how are you going to convince
Latin Americans that the U.S. is sincere and
that you really want to——

The President. Well, you know, I don’t want
to overstate the degree of anti-American senti-
ment. I mean, I think that these things go in
ups and downs. But there are an awful lot of
people in Latin America who are inspired by
traditions of equal opportunity and entrepre-
neurship. And there’s a reason why there are
consistently so many immigrants to our coun-
try from Latin America. I think people still see
America as a place full of hope.

But what is also true is there has always
been a tradition of concern that the United
States has been heavy-handed when it comes
to foreign policy in Latin America. And that’s
not something that just arose during the Bush
administration. That’s something that dates
back to the Monroe Doctrine and a long histo-
ry of U.S. involvement in Latin America.

So the important thing—the important
message I think I have to send is that we live in
the 21st century now. Times have changed. A
country like Brazil is a economic powerhouse
and is a big player on the world stage. My rela-
tionship with President Lula is one of two
leaders who both have big countries, that
we’re trying to solve problems and create op-
portunities for our people, and we should be

partners. There’s no senior partner or junior
partner.

When I sit down with President Calder-
on—you know, he’s a very capable person, and
Mexico is very important to the United States
just as the United States is important to Mexi-
co. And so we have this interdependence.

And if we have an attitude of partnership,
then—there are going to be times where
countries disagree, but that’s not just true be-
tween the United States and Latin American
countries, between Latin American countries
there are disagreements. That’s the nature of
foreign policy. But I think that we can put our
foreign policy on a solid footing so that moving
forward it’s constructive, and ultimately, we’re
making lives better for ordinary people in all
countries.

Mr. Lopez. Muchas gracias.
The President. De nada.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:54 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Fe-
lipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico; Ja-
net A. Napolitano, Secretary, and Alan Bersin,
Assistant Secretary for International Affairs
and Special Representative for Border Affairs,
Department of Homeland Security; Assistant
to the President for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism John O. Brennan; and Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. Mr.
Lopez referred to President Hugo Chavez
Frias of Venezuela; former President Fidel
Castro Ruz of Cuba; and Judge-Magistrate
Baltasar Garzon Real of the National Court of
Spain. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16. Por-
tions of this interview could not be verified be-
cause the audio was incomplete.

Remarks on Transportation Infrastructure
April 16, 2009

Thank you very much. That is a wonderful
reception, and I want to, in addition to Ray La-
Hood and Joe Biden, Rahm Emanuel, all of
who have worked on this extensively, I also

want to acknowledge Jim Oberstar and Rob
Andrews, two of our finest Members of Con-
gress, both people who understand that invest-
ing in our infrastructure, investing in our
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transportation system pays enormous dividends
over the long term. So I’m grateful to them for
being here.

Well, I’ve been speaking a lot lately about
what we’re doing to break free of our economic
crisis so to put people back to work and move
this nation from recession to recovery. And one
area in which we can make investments with
impact both immediate and lasting is in Ameri-
ca’s infrastructure. And that’s why the Recovery
and Reinvestment Plan we passed not 2 months
ago included the most sweeping investment in
our infrastructure since President Eisenhower
built the Interstate Highway System in the
1950s. And these efforts will save money by un-
tangling gridlock, and saving lives by improving
our roads, and save or create 150,000 jobs,
mostly in the private sector, by the end of next
year. Already, it’s put Americans back to work.
And so far, we’re ahead of schedule, we’re un-
der budget, and adhering to the highest stan-
dards of transparency and accountability.

But if we want to move from recovery to
prosperity, then we have to do a little bit more.
We also have to build a new foundation for our
future growth. Today, our aging system of high-
ways and byways, air routes and rail lines is hin-
dering that growth. Our highways are clogged
with traffic, costing us $80 billion a year in lost
productivity and wasted fuel. Our airports are
choked with increased loads. Some of you flew
down here and you know what that was about.
We’re at the mercy of fluctuating gas prices, all
too often. We pump too many greenhouse gases
into the air.

What we need, then, is a smart transportation
system equal to the needs of the 21st century, a
system that reduces travel times and increases
mobility, a system that reduces congestion and
boosts productivity, a system that reduces de-
structive emissions and creates jobs.

What we’re talking about is a vision for high-
speed rail in America. Imagine boarding a train
in the center of a city, no racing to an airport
and across a terminal, no delays, no sitting on
the tarmac, no lost luggage, no taking off your
shoes. [Laughter] Imagine whisking through
towns at speeds over 100 miles an hour, walking
only a few steps to public transportation, and
ending up just blocks from your destination.

Imagine what a great project that would be to
rebuild America.

Now, all of you know this is not some fanci-
ful, pie-in-the-sky vision of the future. It is now;
it is happening right now. It’s been happening
for decades. The problem is it’s been happening
elsewhere, not here.

In France, high-speed rail has pulled regions
from isolation, ignited growth, remade quiet
towns into thriving tourist destinations. In
Spain, a high-speed line between Madrid and
Seville is so successful that more people travel
between those cities by rail than by car and air-
plane combined. China, where service began
just 2 years ago, may have more miles of high-
speed rail service than any other country just 5
years from now. And Japan, the nation that un-
veiled the first high-speed rail system, is already
at work building the next, a line that will con-
nect Tokyo with Osaka at speeds of over 300
miles per hour. So it’s being done; it’s just not
being done here.

There’s no reason why we can’t do this. This
is America. There’s no reason why the future of
travel should lie somewhere else beyond our
borders. Building a new system of high-speed
rail in America will be faster, cheaper, and easi-
er than building more freeways or adding to an
already overburdened aviation system, and ev-
erybody stands to benefit.

And that’s why today, with the help of Secre-
tary LaHood and Vice President Biden, Ameri-
ca’s number one rail fan, I’ve been
told—[laughter]—I’m announcing my adminis-
tration’s efforts to transform travel in America
with an historic investment in high-speed rail.
And our strategy has two parts: improving our
existing rail lines to make current train service
faster—so Rob can, you know, shave a few
hours over the course of a week—but also iden-
tifying potential corridors for the creation of
world-class high-speed rail. To make this hap-
pen, we’ve already dedicated $8 billion of Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act funds to this ini-
tiative, and I’ve requested another $5 billion
over the next 5 years.

The Department of Transportation expects
to begin awarding funds to ready projects be-
fore the end of this summer, well ahead of
schedule. And like all funding decisions under
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the Recovery Act, money will be distributed
based on merit—not on politics, not as favors,
not for any other consideration, purely on
merit.

Now, this plan is realistic. And the first
round of funding will focus on projects that
can create jobs and benefits in the near term.
We’re not talking about starting from scratch,
we’re talking about using existing infrastruc-
ture to increase speeds on some routes from
70 miles an hour to over 100 miles per hour; so
you’re taking existing rail lines, you’re upgrad-
ing them. And many corridors merit even fast-
er service, but this is the first step that is
quickly achievable, and it will create jobs im-
proving tracks, crossings, signal systems.

The next step is investing in high-speed rail
that unleashes the economic potential of all
our regions by shrinking distances within our
regions. There are at least 10 major corridors
in the United States of 100 to 600 miles in
length with the potential for successful high-
speed rail systems. And these areas have ex-
plored its potential impact on their long-term
growth and competitiveness, and they’ve al-
ready presented sound plans. I want to be
clear: No decision about where to allocate
funds has yet been made, and any region can
step up, present a plan, and be considered.

The high-speed rail corridors we’ve identi-
fied so far would connect areas like the cities
of the Pacific Northwest, southern and central
Florida, the gulf coast to the Southeast to our
Nation’s Capital, the breadth of Pennsylvania
and New York to the cities of New England,
and something close to my heart, a central hub
network that draws the cities of our industrial
heartland closer to Chicago and one another.

Or California, where voters have already
chosen to move forward with their own high-
speed rail system, a system of new stations and
220-mile-per-hour trains that links big cities to
inland towns, that alleviates crippling conges-
tion on highways and at airports, and that
makes travel from San Francisco to Los Ange-
les possible in 2½  hours.

And by making investments across the
country, we’ll lay a new foundation for our
economic competitiveness and contribute to
smart urban and rural growth. We’ll create

highly skilled construction and operating jobs
that can’t be outsourced and generate demand
for technology that gives a new generation of
innovators and entrepreneurs the opportunity
to step up and lead the way in the 21st centu-
ry. We’ll move to cleaner energy and a cleaner
environment. We’ll reduce our need for for-
eign oil by millions of barrels a year and elimi-
nate more than 6 billion pounds of carbon di-
oxide emissions annually, equal to removing 1
million cars from our roads.

Now, I know that this vision has its critics.
There’s those who say high-speed rail is a fan-
tasy, but its success around the world says oth-
erwise. I know Americans love their cars, and
nobody’s talking about replacing the automo-
bile and our highways as critical parts of our
transportation system. We are upgrading those
in the recovery package as well. But this is
something that can be done, has been done,
and can provide us enormous benefits.

Now, there are those who argue that if an
investment doesn’t directly benefit the people
of their district, then it shouldn’t be made.
Jim, you know some of those arguments.
[Laughter] But if we followed that rationale,
we’d have no infrastructure at all.

There are those who say, well, this invest-
ment is too small. But this is just a first step.
We know that this is going to be a long-term
project. But us getting started now, us moving
the process forward and getting people to
imagine what’s possible and putting resources
behind it, so that people can start seeing exam-
ples of this around the country, that’s going to
spur all kinds of activity.

Now finally, there are those who say at a
time of crisis, we shouldn’t be pursuing such a
strategy; we’ve got too many other things to
do. But our history teaches us a different
lesson. As Secretary LaHood just mentioned,
President Lincoln was committed to a nation
connected from East to West, even at the
same time he was trying to hold North and
South together. He was in the middle of a
Civil War. While fighting raged on one side of
the continent, tens of thousands of Americans
from all walks of life came together on the
other. Dreamers and risktakers willing to
invest in America, college-educated engineers
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and supervisors who learned leadership in war,
American workers and immigrants from all over
the world, Confederates and Yankees joined on
the same side.

And eventually, those two sets of tracks met.
And with one final blow of a hammer, backed
by years of hard work and decades of dreams,
the way was laid for a nationwide economy. A
telegraph operator sent out a simple message to
a waiting nation. It just said, “DONE.” [Laugh-
ter] A newspaper proclaimed: “We are the
youngest of peoples, but we are teaching the
world to march forward.”

In retrospect, America’s march forward
seems inevitable. But time and again, it’s only
made possible by generations that are willing to
work and sacrifice and invest in plans to make
tomorrow better than today. That’s the vision
we can’t afford to lose sight of. That’s the chal-

lenge that’s fallen to this generation. And with
this strategy for America’s transportation future
and our efforts across all fronts to lay a new
foundation for our lasting prosperity, that is the
challenge we will meet.

“Make no little plans”—that’s what Daniel
Burnham said in Chicago. I believe that about
America: Make no little plans. So let’s get to
work. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:33 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary of Transportation Raymond
H. LaHood; and White House Chief of Staff
Rahm I. Emanuel. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Vice President Joe Biden.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony in Mexico City, Mexico
April 16, 2009

Well, thank you very much. This is an ex-
traordinary honor and an extraordinary pleasure
to be here in Mexico with all of you today. I
want to thank President Calderon and his won-
derful First Lady and the delegation for their
hospitality and facilitating this trip. And I want
to thank the people of Mexico for the warmth
with which I’ve been received, especially the
young people who are here today. Thank you
very much.

There is a reason why the first visit that I had
with a foreign leader after my election was with
President Calderon. It was a reminder, as John
F. Kennedy said, that the bonds between our
two countries cannot be broken. We are joined
by a border, but our bonds are so much more
than that. In my hometown of Chicago, the
population is at least one-third made up of peo-
ple of Mexican heritage. All across America, all
across the United States, we have benefited
from the culture, the language, the food, the in-
sights, the literature, the energy, the ambitions
of people who have migrated from our southern
neighbor. And my hope is, is that the United
States has had something to offer to Mexico as
well. So our relationship, our friendship is

strong, but as President Calderon said, we can
make it stronger.

At a time where all of us are dealing with an
extraordinary global recession, where unem-
ployment is on the rise, where credit has begun
to shrink, where businesses are struggling, it is
more important than ever that we work togeth-
er, not only to restore economic growth in Mex-
ico and the United States, but also to make sure
that growth is sustainable and to make sure that
growth is from the bottom up, so that each and
every person—every young person here in
Mexico, as well as every young person in the
United States, has an opportunity to live out
their dreams.

At a time when the Mexican Government has
so courageously taken on the drug cartels that
have plagued both sides of the borders, it is ab-
solutely critical that the United States joins as a
full partner in dealing with this issue, both
through initiatives like the Merida Initiative,
but also on our side of the border, in dealing
with the flow of guns and cash south.

And at a time when Mexico is not just a re-
gional leader, but now a global leader, as shown
by its outstanding participation in the G–20
summit and other multilateral organizations, it’s
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critical that we join together around issues that
can’t be solved by any one nation, issues like
climate change, issues like poverty, issues like
terrorism. These are issues in which the Unit-
ed States and Mexico will have to stand side by
side in order to promote common security and
common prosperity.

So it is wonderfully fitting to see the chil-
dren of Mexico, as well as, I suspect, a few
children of the United States here together,
waving flags of both countries, because we are
reminded—[applause]—because we are re-
minded that, ultimately, the reason that we
serve in government, ultimately, the reason
that bilateral relationships like this are so im-
portant, is because it allows us to promote a
better future for our children.

That’s what we’re fighting for, for their
dreams, for their opportunities, for their fu-
tures. And I’m very much looking forward to
developing the kind of relationship between
Mexico and the United States that will allow
all the children here, and all the children in
both countries, to thrive for years to come.

So thank you very much, Mr. President,
Madam First Lady, and to all of you, for wel-
coming me in such a gracious way. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at Los
Pinos. In his remarks, he referred to President
Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico
and his wife Margarita Esther Zavala Gomez
del Campo.

The President’s News Conference With President Felipe de Jesus Calderon
Hinojosa of Mexico in Mexico City
April 16, 2009 

President Calderon. Ladies and gentlemen
of the press, of the media, I would like to give
the warmest welcome to Mexico, to President
Barack Obama, and to the delegation accom-
panying him. This is an historic event that will
inaugurate a new era, a new relationship be-
tween our two countries.

Today in the meetings that we have held,
we have confirmed the determination of both
Governments to consolidate the very, very
close contacts and links that join and bring to-
gether Mexico and the United States. We have
new projects in important affairs, such as secu-
rity, migration, competitiveness, and global af-
fairs. As never before, we have decided that
the fight against multinational organized crime
must be based on cooperation, shared respon-
sibility, and in trust, a mutual trust.

Both Governments recognize that the Meri-
da Initiative is a very good starting point in or-
der to strengthen cooperation in security. But
we want to go beyond; we want to go further in
order to liberate, to free our societies from the
criminal activities that affect the lives of mil-
lions of people.

We have also agreed to expedite the times
so that we can have available the resources for

this Merida Initiative. And we have also decid-
ed to launch other activities that are in the
hands of our Governments. For example, we
can adopt new measures for preventing illicit
flows at the border, particularly the flow of
weapons and of cash. We will also be strength-
ening our cooperation in information and in-
telligence in order to more efficiently fight
against money laundering.

On the other hand, we have also agreed that
both Governments should produce a—propo-
sitions—proposals for our cooperation so that
we can eventually have reform in the United
States with full respect to the sovereign deci-
sions of both Congresses—of both nations,
that is. Our Governments will work in this
sense to make migration an orderly, respectful
process of human rights, a process in which
human rights will be respected.

In energy and climate change, we have
agreed to work together in order to guarantee
a legal framework of certainty, transparency
for the future, better use of cross-border re-
sources such as gas and energy. And I have
given to President Obama concrete proposals
on climate change. One of them has to do with
the integration of a bilateral market of carbon
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emissions, which coincides a lot with proposals
that he has made to the U.S. audience, and oth-
er cooperation—ways of cooperation in climate
change, such as something that Mexico has pro-
posed called the Green Fund. 

We have also said that in addition to discuss-
ing our goals for carbon emissions that are
linked in the fight against climate change glob-
ally, we must also act very soon in the design of
new instruments, of new tools in order to fight
against climate change. That is really the central
proposal of the Green Fund.

And in a gesture of recognition, of acknowl-
edgment on this topic, we know that President
Obama and his Government have made consid-
erable efforts to provide new arguments to the
discussion of this topic. We would also like to
thank—to welcome the possibility that Mexico
might be the seat of the 16th U.N. conference
on climate change that will be taking place in
2010. 

We have recognized and acknowledged, la-
dies and gentlemen, that Mexico and the Unit-
ed States do not have to compete among them-
selves, but rather they must be able to take ad-
vantage of the complementary nature of their
economies in order to compete as partners with
regard to other parts of the world. We have the
chance to make our region more competitive
and to have greater, more agile production. 

And we will be working in three areas. First,
in the strengthening of the border infrastruc-
ture, I have also given to President Obama a
proposal to facilitate the economic flows be-
tween both countries to improve the quality of
life of the residents in the border areas and to
foster the development of our two nations
through very specific projects with—on infra-
structure at the Mexican-U.S. border. Secondly,
we believe it is essential to increase our cooper-
ation and customs so that we can have a more
efficient trade. And thirdly, we have also pro-
posed to improve our cooperation in regulatory
matters regarding tariffs or nontariffs issues that
very often make difficult our trade between two
countries. 

We have agreed with President Obama that
we seek agreements to truly improve the eco-
nomic situation not only of the United States,
but of the entire region and the world. We have

stated our cooperation to strengthen the de-
mocracy of the market and of regional security. 

In relation to President Obama’s recent secu-
rity to lift the restrictions for people from the
U.S. to travel to Cuba and to be able to send re-
mittances, Mexico acknowledges that this is a
very constructive, positive step for the hemi-
spheric relations, particularly for the region.

And finally, my friends, ladies and gentle-
men, I want to tell you that I am absolutely con-
vinced that President Obama’s visit is just an
initial step, the beginning of a relationship be-
tween two countries that are friends, neighbors,
and must also be partners and allies. 

Thank you so much. Thank you so much,
President Obama, for your visit. 

President Obama. I want to begin by thank-
ing the people of Mexico for their gracious wel-
come. And I want to thank President Calderon
for the hospitality he has shown us as host. 

You know, this is my first trip to Mexico as
President, and I see this visit, as I know Presi-
dent Calderon does, as an opportunity to launch
a new era of cooperation and partnership be-
tween our two countries, an era built on an even
firmer foundation of mutual responsibility and
mutual respect and mutual interest. We had a
productive and wide-ranging conversation, and
I think we have taken some very important
steps down that path.

It’s difficult to overstate the depth of the ties
between our two nations or the extraordinary
importance of our relationship. It’s obviously a
simple fact of geography that we share a border,
and we’ve always been bound together because
of that geography. But it’s not just that shared
border that links us together. It’s not only geog-
raphy, but it’s also culture, it’s also the migra-
tion patterns that have taken place that have be-
come so important.

Our deep economic ties mean that whenev-
er—whatever steps that we’re going to take
moving forward have to be taken together. And
that’s why we worked hard, hand in hand, at the
G–20 summit. And that’s what we will continue
to do at the Summit of the Americas and be-
yond so that we can jump-start job creation,
promote free and fair trade, and develop a coor-
dinated response to this economic crisis.
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We also discussed our shared interest in
meeting an immigration challenge that has se-
rious implications for both the United States
and for Mexico. My country has been greatly
enriched by migration from Mexico. Mexican
Americans form a critical and enduring link
between our nations. And I am committed to
fixing our broken immigration system in a way
that upholds our traditions as a nation of laws,
but also as a nation of immigrants. And I’m
committed to working with President Calder-
on to promote the kind of bottom-up econom-
ic growth here in Mexico that will allow people
to live out their dreams here and, as a conse-
quence, will relieve some of the pressures that
we’ve seen along the borders. 

We also discussed what our nations can do
to help bring a clean energy future to both
countries. This is a priority for the United
States. I know it’s a priority for President
Calderon. And I want to commend him for the
work that he’s already made in cutting green-
house gas emissions, the commitment that he’s
made even though Mexico is not required to
do so under the Kyoto Protocol. And together,
we’re establishing a new bilateral framework
on clean energy and climate change that will
focus on creating green jobs, promoting re-
newable energy, and enhancing energy effi-
ciency. I look forward to strengthening our
partnership in the upcoming Major Econo-
mies Forum on Energy and Climate and in
next year’s U.N. climate negotiations, which I
hope will be held here in Mexico.

Now, as essential as it is that we work to-
gether to overcome each of these common
challenges, there’s one particular area that re-
quires our urgent and coordinated action, and
that is the battle that’s taking place with re-
spect to the drug cartels that are fueling kid-
napings and sowing chaos in our communities
and robbing so many of a future, both here in
Mexico and in the United States. 

I have said this before; I will repeat it: I
have the greatest admiration and courage for
President Calderon and his entire cabinet, his
rank-and-file police officers and soldiers as
they take on these cartels. I commend Mexico
for the successes that have already been
achieved. But I will not pretend that this is

Mexico’s responsibility alone. A demand for
these drugs in the United States is what is
helping to keep these cartels in business. This
war is being waged with guns purchased not
here, but in the United States. More than 90
percent of the guns recovered in Mexico come
from the United States, many from gun shops
that line our shared border.

So we have responsibilities as well. We have
to do our part. We have to crack down on drug
use in our cities and towns. We have to stem
the southbound flow of guns and cash. And we
are absolutely committed to working in a part-
nership with Mexico to make sure that we are
dealing with this scourge on both sides of the
border.

And that’s why we’re ramping up the num-
ber of law enforcement personnel on our bor-
der. That’s why, for the first time, we are in-
specting trains leaving our country, not just
those entering it. That’s why our Department
of Homeland Security is making up to $59 mil-
lion available to defend our common border
from this threat to both of our countries. 

Now, as we discussed in our meeting, de-
stroying and disrupting the cartels will require
more than aggressive efforts from each of our
nations. And that’s why the United States is
taking the following steps: We’ve begun to ac-
celerate efforts to implement the Merida Ini-
tiative so we can provide Mexico with the mili-
tary aircraft and inspection equipment they
need when they need it. 

Yesterday I designated three cartels as
significant foreign narcotics drug traffickers
under U.S. law, clearing the way for our
Treasury Department, working together with
Mexico, to freeze their assets and subject them
to sanctions. My National Homeland Security
Adviser, who is here, General Jim Jones, as
well as my Homeland Security Secretary,
Janet Napolitano, and my top adviser on
homeland security and counterterrorism, John
Brennan, are all meeting with their Mexican
counterparts to develop new ways to
cooperate and coordinate their efforts more
effectively. In addition, as President Calderon
and I discussed, I am urging the Senate in the
United States to ratify an inter-American
treaty known as CIFTA to curb small-arms
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trafficking that is a source of so many of the
weapons used in this drug war.

Now, there are some of the common chal-
lenges that President Calderon and I discussed
in our meeting and that we’re going to be work-
ing on to overcome in the months and years
ahead. It will not be easy, but I am confident
that if we continue to act as we have today, in a
spirit of mutual responsibility and friendship,
we will prevail on behalf of our common securi-
ty and our common prosperity. So I think that
this is building on previous meetings that we’ve
had. In each interaction, the bond between our
Governments is growing stronger. I am confi-
dent that we’re going to make tremendous
progress in the future. Thank you.

Assault Weapons Ban/Border Security

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Mr.
President, as well. President Obama, as a candi-
date for your office, you said that you wanted to
see the assault ban weapon—the ban on assault
weapons reinstated. Your Attorney General has
spoken in favor of this. Mexican officials have
also spoken in favor of it. But we haven’t heard
you say that since you took office. Do you plan
to keep your promise? And if not, how do you
explain that to the American people?

President Obama. Oh——
Q. And, President Calderon—I’m sorry—if I

may, would you like to see this ban reinstated?
And have you raised that today with President
Obama? Thank you.

President Obama. Well, first of all, we did
discuss this extensively in our meetings. I have
not backed off at all from my belief that the
gun—the assault weapons ban made sense. And
I continue to believe that we can respect and
honor the second amendment rights in our
Constitution, the rights of sportsmen and hunt-
ers and homeowners who want to keep their
families safe to lawfully bear arms, while deal-
ing with assault weapons that, as we now know,
here in Mexico, are helping to fuel extraordi-
nary violence—violence in our own country as
well.

Now, having said that, I think none of us are
under any illusion that reinstating that ban
would be easy. And so what we’ve focused on is
how we can improve our enforcement of exist-

ing laws, because even under current law, traf-
ficking illegal firearms, sending them across a
border, is illegal. That’s something that we can
stop. 

And so our focus is to work with Secretary
Napolitano, Attorney General Holder, our en-
tire Homeland Security team, ATF, border se-
curity, everybody who is involved in this, to co-
ordinate with our counterparts in Mexico to sig-
nificantly ramp up our enforcement of existing
laws. And in fact, I’ve asked Eric Holder to do a
complete review of how our enforcement oper-
ations are currently working and make sure that
we’re cutting down on the loopholes that are re-
sulting in some of these drug trafficking prob-
lems.

Last point I would make is that there are go-
ing to be some opportunities where I think we
can build some strong consensus. I’ll give you
one example, and that is the issue of gun trac-
ing. The tracing of bullets and ballistics and gun
information that have been used in major
crimes, that’s information that we are still not
giving to law enforcement as a consequence of
provisions that have been blocked in the United
States Congress, and those are the areas where
I think that we can make some significant prog-
ress early. That doesn’t mean that we’re steer-
ing away from the issue of the assault guns ban,
but it does mean that we want to act with ur-
gency, promptly, now. And I think we can make
significant progress.

President Calderon. Thank you for your
question. I want to say that, in effect, on this
topic—not only on this topic, but on many of
the other thorny topics of relations between
U.S. and Mexico, we have had an open, frank,
trusting conversation between President
Obama and myself. We have spoken of assault
weapons. He is well aware of our problems, and
we have described it as it is.

From the moment that the prohibition
of—on the sale of assault weapons a few years
ago, we have seen an increase in the power of
organized crime in Mexico. Only in my adminis-
tration, in the 2 years and 4 months, we have
been able to see—or rather we have seized
more than 16,000 assault weapons. And in the
efforts we have made to track their origin—and
President Obama has referred to that—we have
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seen that nearly 90 percent of those arms
comes from the United States—those weap-
ons come from the United States. There are
about 10,000 sales points in the U.S.-Mexico
border—only at the border.

On the other hand, I do believe that our re-
lationship—the new era we must build in our
relationship between Mexico and the United
States must be one with trust and respect. And
we definitely respect the decision of the U.S.
Congress and of the U.S. people in this regard,
because they are very well aware of President
Obama and his Government’s willingness to
move forward on these issues.

We know that it is a politically delicate topic
because Americans truly appreciate their con-
stitutional rights, and particularly those that
are part of the second amendment. I personal-
ly believe that as long as we are able to explain
clearly what our problems in Mexico are, then
we might also be able to seek a solution
that—respecting the constitutional rights of
the Americans, at the same time, will pre-
vent—or rather avoid that organized crime be-
comes better armed in our country. But we
have to work on it. We have to work on it. But
we fully respect the opinion of the U.S. Con-
gress, and we know that there’s a great deal of
sensitivity regarding this topic.

But there are many, many things that we
can definitely move forward in. For example,
in armament, it is not only a matter of seeing
whether we can change the legislation on as-
sault weapons—we have already said what our
position is—but we might also be able to see
whether they can apply existing legislation in
Mexico and the United States on armament.
For example, in Mexico it’s a matter of en-
forcement with the Export Control Act. For
example, the Export Control Act—this is in
the United States; I’m sorry—prohibits the ex-
port of weapons to those countries where
those weapons are prohibited. And that is the
case of Mexico. If we actually comply with the
U.S. law—or rather if everybody complies
with the U.S. law that prohibits the sale of
these weapons and their export to Mexico, we
can move a great deal forward. 

President Obama has made recent decisions
in the last few weeks, and we value them and

appreciate them, for example, to reinforce the
operational capability of U.S. border agencies
in order to comply with this legislation and
with other laws, in order to review the flows of
entry not only into the United States, but also
the outgoing flows, outgoing from the U.S., to
make sure that there is no illicit money, in
strict compliance with United States legisla-
tion. I think these are very important steps.

But there is a problem, and only as long as
we build on this trust and we clearly explain to
citizens of both countries how we must find a
solution, we will be able to achieve one. We do
so respectfully, presenting our position, know-
ing full well how the U.S. people feel about
this and being fully respectful of the sovereign
decisions that the United States might make or
that any other country might make.

One more thing I forgot to mention: One
other thing we can do is to track the weapons
that we have in Mexico. If we manage to de-
tect weapons sold illegally in the United States
in violation of this law on the control of weap-
ons exports, or if, in the United States, they
can have—probably move forward on a good
registry of armament or on the prohibition of
certain massive sales of weapons, for example,
to a hunter or to a common citizen—we know
that these people do not usually buy hundreds
of rifles or assault weapons or of grenades—if
we can move forward in those areas, I do be-
lieve that security both of Mexico—both of the
United States and Mexico will improve, be-
cause those weapons are pointing against Mex-
ican people and Mexican officials today. 

But crime is not only acting in Mexico; it is
also acting in the United States. Organized
crime is acting in both countries. And I do
hope that those weapons that are sold today in
the United States and are being used in Mexi-
co, I hope the day will never come in which
they will also be used against the North Amer-
ican society or against U.S. officials, just like
they are now being used in Mexico.

Mexico-U.S. Relations and Drug Control Co-
operation

Q. Good afternoon, Presidents. You are go-
ing to share 4 years of an administration, and
there can be an in-depth change in this fight
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against organized crime in these 4 years. As of
today, how can we establish the concrete objec-
tives that in 2012 will allow us to say, fine, a new
era began between Mexico and the United
States back then?

Particularly I’m addressing this to you, Presi-
dent Obama. In addition to the chance that you
will invest your political capital in being able to
stop the flow of these weapons to Mexico, what
can we hope for? How—what can we expect to
see in terms of arresting the drug lords, the
kingpins in the U.S.? Because there are laws
against corruption, but this is enabling now; in
other words, the U.S. market is now the biggest
for drugs. And a former President of Mexico,
ex-President Fox, said that in the back they
have only gotten little pats in the back from his
predecessors. Can we hope for more from your
administration?

And to you, President Calderon, with this
new era, how can you measure the detention,
the arrest of drug lords in the United States and
also putting a stop to the flow of weapons? How
can you measure this?

President Obama. Well, I think that we can
measure this in terms of the reduction in vio-
lence, in the interdiction of drugs, in the inter-
diction of weapons coming south, in the dis-
mantling of the financial structures that facili-
tate these drug cartels, in the arrest of major
drug kingpins.

So I think we know how to measure progress.
The challenge is maintaining a sustained effort.
And as I said, something that President Calder-
on and myself absolutely recognize is that you
can’t fight this war with just one hand. You can’t
just have Mexico making an effort but the Unit-
ed States not making an effort. And the same is
true on the other side.

I think both our efforts have to be coordinat-
ed; both of our efforts have to be strengthened.
I’ve made some very concrete commitments, al-
ready sending additional resources, already
making additional investments. These are mea-
surable in millions and, ultimately, billions of
dollars over several years. And I believe that
President Calderon has used enormous political
capital to deal with this issue. 

Obviously, the Mexican people, particularly
along the borders, have suffered great hardship.

And as a consequence, if we partner effective-
ly—and that’s why I brought many of my top of-
ficials on this trip to interact with their counter-
parts—I’m confident that we’re going to make
progress. Now, are we going to eliminate all
drug flows? Are we going to eliminate all guns
coming over the border? That’s not a realistic
objective. What is a realistic objective is to re-
duce it so significantly, so drastically, that it be-
comes once again a localized criminal problem
as opposed to a major structural problem that
threatens stability in communities along those
borders and that increases corruption and
threatens the rule of law. That’s the kind of
progress that I think can be made.

And so we’re going to work as hard as we can
and as diligently as we can on these issues, al-
ways mindful, though, that the relationship be-
tween Mexico and the United States cannot just
be defined by drugs. Sometimes there’s a ten-
dency for the media to only report on drug in-
terdiction or immigration when it comes to
U.S.-Mexican relations. And one of the things
that we talked about is the extraordinary oppor-
tunities for us to work together on our commer-
cial ties, on strengthening border infrastructure
to improve the flow of goods, on working on
clean energy, which can produce jobs on both
sides of the border.

So we’re going to stay very focused on this.
We’re going to make this a top priority, but we
just always want to remember that our relation-
ship is not simply defined by these problems;
it’s also defined by opportunities. And that’s
what we want to take advantage of as well.

President Calderon. Thank you, President. I
agree a great deal with you, and I fully thank
you for your support and understanding in this
very difficult topic. I think the question is very
relevant. I see a big opportunity for President
Obama and myself, since we are going to be
sharing the next 4 years as heads of our admin-
istrations; I see a big opportunity here. 

And on this issue, what I hope to see at the
end of my administration is, actually, many
things. One is a reduction in the levels of
criminal activities in our countries related to
organized crime, which is also related to drug
trafficking; they go hand in hand. We have a
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strategy with short-, mid-term, and long-term
objectives. 

In the short term, for example, we have set
out to recuperate the security and tranquility
of our citizens, particularly in those areas that
have been harder hit by the crime. And this is
where we have the joint operations where we
are mobilizing not only our federal police but
also the army; and this, regardless of the fact
that it is not an easy matter and it hasn’t been
and it can change as—in the course of time,
but at least we begin to see fruitful results in
some areas.

For example, in the last quarter—or rather
compared to the last quarter of last year, our
first quarter of this year, there is already a
drop of 27 percent in criminal activities. That
is as an average for the entire country. Only in
Ciudad Juarez—as of the joint operation that
we launched in February—between February
and March, violent deaths in Ciudad Juarez,
crime-related—violence related to crime
dropped by 80 percent.

Of course, I understand that the spectacular
nature of some of these operations has really
attracted worldwide attention. But with a very
difficult crime rate that we had last year, de-
spite them, crime in Mexico was 10.7 deaths
because of crime for every 100,000 inhabit-
ants. It is less than what it is in Guatemala, El
Salvador, Colombia, Venezuela, or Brazil in
Latin America, and it is also a lower number
than the crime rates of many U.S. cities.

I believe one issue has to be, of course, that
we have to cut down on crime in Mexico, for
sure, but, number two, I hope, in the course of
time, to be a safer border and a more efficient
border. As long as—if we are able to stop the
flow of drugs, illicit money, and weapons, we
will have greater progress both in the United
States and Mexico. And one way to measure
this is by appreciating and valuing the techno-
logical capabilities, particularly of nonintrusive
detection at the border, so that for those who
do want to make business and do want to
trade, that the border is open, and those who
want to commit crime, the border will be a
closed area. One way to measure this—and
here U.S. cooperation is essential—is to have
the right technology, particularly nonintrusive

technology that will enable us to have safe bor-
ders. And the initiative—the Merida Initiative
is very much focused on this.

Now, in the midterm, we would like a re-
newal of our police forces in Mexico. At the
end of my administration, I would like to be
able to have a new federal police that will be
worthy of the citizens’ trust and that will be ef-
ficient. And here U.S. cooperation is also fun-
damental. Why? Well, because on our side we
are cleaning our house; we are sweeping ev-
erything from top to bottom so that all the po-
lice forces at the—from the top officials at the
Attorney General’s office, the army, the navy,
that all officials in Mexico, all police officials,
that we can truly trust in their honesty, and
that at the same time, technologically, they
will be top-notch as the rest of the world in in-
vestigation, in databases. We want a scientific
police, one that is very well-trained in technol-
ogy, and U.S. help will be very welcome and it
will be essential.

We also have a judicial plan for oral trials.
And I think that as we fulfill these objectives,
many of them have already—are part of our
agreement on safety, security, and protection.
With a shared responsibility that we now have
with President Obama and his team, we are
certain that we will reach these objectives, and
that our strategy, which is the correct one, will
have many more possibilities of achieving suc-
cess, and that at the end of our administration
we will have a Mexico, a United States, that
are much safer and freer of violence—violence
free, rather. 

Of course, drug trafficking cannot be ended
by decree. As long as there is a supply, a
high—or rather, is high demand, there will be
a high supply. But what we can control is the
effect of criminal activities in society to stop
the actions of organized crime. And we can al-
so act preventively in order to bring down the
consumption of drugs in the United States and
in Mexico too, which also begins to be a prob-
lem of great concern to us.

Cuba

Q. Mr. President, thank you. Mr. President.
President Obama, you said in an op-ed that

was out today that your new Cuba policy was
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part of an effort to move beyond the frozen dis-
putes of the 20th century. Why then is it so lim-
ited? Why not open the door for all Americans
to visit Cuba? And what will you say to your col-
leagues at the Summit of the Americas who
want you to do more?

And, President Calderon, what do you think
the United States should do more and—on Cu-
ba in order to improve relations with the re-
gion? Thank you. 

President Obama. Okay. Well, first of all, I
don’t think that we should dismiss the signifi-
cance of the step that we took. We eliminated
remittance restrictions and travel restrictions
for Cuban Americans who have family mem-
bers in Cuba. For those families, this is extraor-
dinarily significant. For the people in Cuba who
will benefit from their family members being
able to provide them help and to visit them, it’s
extraordinarily significant. We took steps on
telecommunications that can potentially open
up greater lines of communication between Cu-
ba and the United States.

And so I think what you saw was a good-faith
effort, a show of good faith on the part of the
United States that we want to recast our rela-
tionship. Now, a relationship that effectively has
been frozen for 50 years is not going to thaw
overnight. And so having taken the first step, I
think it’s very much in our interest to see
whether Cuba is also ready to change. We don’t
expect them to change overnight. That would
be unrealistic. But we do expect that Cuba will
send signals that they’re interested in liberaliz-
ing in such a way that not only do U.S.-Cuban
relations improve, but so that the energy and
creativity and initiative of the Cuban people can
potentially be released.

I mean, we talk about the ban on U.S. travel
to Cuba, but there’s not much discussion of the
ban on Cuban people traveling elsewhere and
the severe restrictions that they’re under. I
make that point only to suggest that there are a
range of steps that could be taken on the part of
the Cuban Government that would start to
show that they want to move beyond the pat-
terns of the last 50 years.

I’m optimistic that progress can be made if
there is a spirit that is looking forward rather
than backward. My guidepost in U.S.-Cuba pol-

icy is going to be how can we encourage Cuba
to be respectful of the rights of its people: polit-
ical speech, political participation, freedom of
religion, freedom of the press, freedom to—of
travel. But, as I said before, I don’t expect
things to change overnight. What I do insist on
is that U.S.-Cuban relationships are grounded
with a respect not only for the traditions of each
country but also respect for human rights and
the people’s—the needs of the people of Cuba.

And so I hope that the signal I’ve sent here is,
is that we are not trying to be heavy-handed.
We want to be open to engagement, but we’re
going to do so in a systematic way that keeps fo-
cus on the hardships and struggles that many
Cubans are still going through.

President Calderon. I would not pretend to
give advice or suggestions to President Obama
on this matter or any other. Let me just say
what I personally believe—or rather, what I be-
lieve about the Cuban reality. The question that
has to be posed, rather, is whether the U.S. em-
bargo on Cuba has worked. The reality is that
the embargo has been there long before we
were even born, and yet things have not
changed all that much in Cuba. I think we
would have to ask ourselves whether that isn’t
enough time to realize that it has been a strate-
gy that has not been very useful to achieve
change in Cuba.

I do think—I share fully the idea—we do not
believe that the embargo or the isolation of Cu-
ba is a good measure for things to change in Cu-
ba. On the contrary, the reality that we see
there is that the reality has not changed. And it’s
because of internal factors, mostly, of course,
but also because of external reasons, such as the
embargo. Because of that, the Cubans have be-
come impoverished.

I greet—I welcome the measures that Presi-
dent Obama has taken in order to change this
attitude and to try to attempt—and the attempt
must be appreciated—to change the policy to-
wards Cuba little by little. But what is clear to
me is that we both share the same ideals. I think
we would both like to see the world living at
some point under a full democracy, a world
with full respect for human rights, with no ex-
ceptions whatsoever. We would like to see a
world working, with people being able to take
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care of their families, to live in peace, and
those principles that must protect humanity.
That we do share.

We also share the idea that each nation
must be respected in its own decisions. It’s like
we were saying a moment ago when we were
talking about the prohibition of assault weap-
ons. Of course, we do not want those weapons
to be out in the streets, but at the same time,
we want those decisions to come from the peo-
ple themselves and to be self-determinant.
And it’s the same for Cuba. But I believe that
the steps President Obama has taken are very
positive.

Mexico is a good friend of Cuba, and Mexi-
co is also a good friend of the United States.
We want to be a good friend of Cuba and of
the United States. We want both things. And
we know that one day, the day that these prin-
ciples we believe in prevail, that day we will be
able to be neighbors, the three of us, the Unit-
ed States, Cuba, and Mexico.

What are the principles we believe in? De-
mocracy, human rights, but also liberty, prop-
erty, trade—free trade, free economy. And I
think as long as those principles can function
and bring benefits to the Cuban economy,
then things can begin to change. We cannot
change anything that has already taken place
in the past, but I am certain that as heads of
state, we can do a lot to try to make a different
future, both for the world, both for our coun-
tries, and also in relation to Cuba.

I told President Obama—that the best of
luck in this panorama that is now so totally dif-
ferent from what U.S. policy has been in the
past. I hope for the best, and I hope that more
expeditious steps could be taken so that we
can move forward in this regard, and that ev-
erything will be done with good understand-
ing. And as Mexico can contribute in any way
for two of our friends to work out what they
have between themselves, I hope that we can
contribute. And if our best contribution is just
to maintain our respect and our—that is fine.

Immigration Reform/Trade

Q. Good afternoon. For President Obama:
Mr. President—[inaudible]—as U.S. Senator
in 2006, voted in favor of the approval of the

construction of the border wall. I would like to
know, and I think Mexicans would like to
know, what is your real commitment of your
administration to present a new migratory—a
comprehensive migratory reform? What
would be its scope? And when would you ap-
prove this reform?

And on free trade, on NAFTA, it seems that
because of the last events there’s not a great
deal of interest in the U.S. to apply or to com-
ply with all the items in NAFTA. I would like
to ask President Calderon whether you spoke
of some of those issues during your conversa-
tions, whether you addressed the migratory is-
sue and some of the NAFTA issues?

President Obama. Well, first of all, with re-
spect to the immigration issue, I think you—it
would be useful to point out that I also voted
twice for comprehensive immigration reform
that would have provided a pathway for legal-
ization and an improvement of the orderly
process of migration into the United States.

I’ve said before that we have to have a com-
prehensive approach, recognizing that the
United States has a very legitimate concern. If
you’ve got hundreds of thousands of people
from other countries coming into the United
States without anybody knowing who they are,
who, when they arrive, can often be exploited
and, because they’re not protected by various
laws, undermine the wages of U.S. workers,
those are legitimate concerns on the part of
the United States people and the United
States Government. And so working effective-
ly with the Mexican Government to create an
orderly border is very important, and there are
a whole host of strategies that we need to pur-
sue.

What I’ve also said is that for those immi-
grants who are already in the United
States—and by the way, we focus a lot on
Mexicans who have come into the United
States, but the number of immigrants from
Central America, from Ireland, from Poland
are substantial as well; it’s not—this is not just
an issue with respect to Mexico—with—for
those immigrants who have put down roots,
may have come there illegally, I think they
need to pay a penalty for having broken the
law. They need to come out of the shadows,
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and then we have to put them through a process
where, if they want to stay in the United States,
they have an opportunity over time to earn that
opportunity for a legal status in the United
States.

Now, we came close to getting that kind of
reform done several years ago, and then it be-
came politicized. And my whole goal is to re-
move the politics of this and take a very practi-
cal, commonsense approach that benefits peo-
ple on both sides of the border and creates a se-
cure and safe border so you don’t have people
who are dying in the deserts as a consequence
of a disorderly and illegal migration process. I
think that’s a goal that President Calderon and I
share and one that we discussed during our bi-
lateral meeting.

With respect of trade, Mexico is one of our
largest trading partners. The amount of com-
merce that flows back and forth creates wealth
in Mexico, and it creates wealth in the United
States. I have said repeatedly that I’m in favor
of free trade. I know that there has been some
concern about a provision that was placed in
our stimulus package related to Mexican truck-
ing. That wasn’t a provision that my administra-
tion introduced, and I said at the time that we
need to fix this, because the last thing we want
to do at a time when the global economy is con-
tracting and trade is shrinking is to resort to
protectionist measures.

My team is working with President Calder-
on’s team to resolve this issue. I’m hopeful that
we can resolve it in an effective way. It’s not
helpful to a number of U.S. producers who are
interested in selling into Mexico and are fearful
that they may be subject to countervailing tar-
iffs or retaliation. So we’re going to see if we can
get this fixed. But I can tell you that President
Calderon and I are entirely on the same page in
believing that we can create greater opportuni-
ties for trade and strengthen our commercial
relationships between our two countries. 

I have said before in the past, and I will con-
tinue to say, that as part of the NAFTA frame-
work, that it would make sense for labor and en-
vironmental provisions to be enforceable within
that agreement, rather than just be viewed as a
side agreement. But I recognize that we are in a
very difficult time right now economically on

both sides of the border, and that those kinds of
negotiations are going to need to proceed in a
very careful and deliberate way, because we
don’t want to discourage trade; we want to en-
courage trade right now. So I’m confident that
our administrations are going to be able to work
together, and it’s going to be to the benefit both
of Mexico and the United States.

President Calderon. We spoke at length on
migration and on trade, and particularly on the
economy in general between both nations.
President Obama is well aware, is very knowl-
edgeable about the problem, and his position in
favor of a comprehensive migratory reform is
well known. I would simply repeat the idea—or
refrain the idea that we share the objective of
achieving an orderly, legal, productive migra-
tion between both countries.

I have said, and I maintain, that as a Mexican,
as President of Mexico, it doesn’t make me par-
ticularly happy to see our people risk their lives
going across a border, because I know that with
every migrant that leaves, we have the best of
our people leaving; the youngest, the most cou-
rageous, the strongest, the hardest working,
they are the ones that are leaving. Because I
have seen in many communities here in Mexico,
and particularly the state I come from, Michoa-
can, where there are phantom towns now,
where there are only the elderly, children,
women, and no one else is left there.

So I am working hard to create in Mexico the
conditions, the opportunities of work, of em-
ployment for our people here in Mexico. That is
really the only way out that can put a stop to mi-
gration. I think that is the best way out, to cre-
ate opportunities and employment in our coun-
try. But in the meantime, President Obama is
very clear on what the problem consists of, and
it’s very important to establish those instru-
ments that will enable people to come out of
the shadows, as he himself has said, and
to—that our region can gradually become more
orderly, more legal, and better migration flows. 

I think the two of us share the idea that trade
produces benefits on both sides of the border.
Not only are there many Mexican workers that
depend on their exports to the United States
today—by the way, in a very delicate situation
that we’re going through because of the
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economic situation, the drop in the U.S.
industry is very co-related to the drop in our
Mexican industry—but there are also many
workers in the United States that depend on
the purchases that we make of U.S. products.
Today, Mexican consumers are among the
best buyers of U.S. products. Few consumers
in the world buy as many U.S. products as we
do here in Mexico. 

So we must protect trade. And the best way
of doing so is to allow it to flow naturally, with
no restrictions. So beyond—going beyond the
autonomous decisions that every country can
take and the legitimate exercise of the rights
that are part of the pacts and agreements that
we have in order to protect free trade, I agree
with President Obama, we have to go further.
We have to go beyond in order to improve
trade between both our countries. And we do
not want to restrict it. We can come to agree-
ments. We might have certain differences. I
believe that we can move a great deal forward
in labor and environmental issues, but it con-
cerns me that to reopen those things that have
been proven to work well can merely create
further obstacles and worsen the situation we
have today.

Our focus today on practical matters, and
this is why—let me just mention three things
that I believe we can work on. One is infra-
structure at the border. I have talked to Presi-
dent Obama; I have shown him a list of 200 in-
frastructure projects of a larger or smaller
scale that can generate employment both in
the U.S. and Mexico at the border and im-
prove our competitiveness at the border. So
we have focused on six projects of border
bridges, border crossing points that can lead to
further employment and prosperity for our
people.

The second item is customs cooperation
that will enable us to have better cooperation,
more expeditious cooperation, with no drop in
productivity, to maybe have one single cus-
toms form—whether we’re talking about ex-
ports or imports from one country to anoth-
er—to have one single form that will allow us

to reduce bureaucracy and make trade more
expeditious.

And then also, third, concrete measures to
have a harmonization of standards. Certain
U.S. products, for example, need to have the
units measured in pounds, and here we need
them measured in kilos or in grams; we need
to be able to have standards. If certain re-
quirements differ from—in our two countries,
I think we have to work towards a harmoniza-
tion of these requirements. So these practical
matters that seem to be minor are actually
quite important. And I think they can truly
help us. 

And let me wrap up by saying that one of
the things we emphasize is that both of us are
going through economic problems because of
this international crisis that we’re undergoing.
But if we act intelligently, we will understand
that if we improve the North American com-
petitiveness as a region that entails Canada,
United States, and Mexico, if we improve the
competitive conditions of our entire region,
vis-a-vis other regions such as Asia or Eastern
Europe or the rest of Latin America, then I do
believe we will be able to come out of this
problem much, much faster. Trade means op-
portunities; it equal opportunities of employ-
ment and of prosperity for our peoples always,
always, and particularly today in these times of
crisis and economic difficulties.

President Obama is undergoing tremen-
dous efforts to improve things in the United
States, and he is exercising in international
leadership to face this economic situation. We
firmly support on our side this situation, doing
everything we can in order to revert this criti-
cal situation. And I do believe one way to do it
is by strengthening trade not restricting it. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 4:29 p.m. at Los Pinos. In his remarks, the
President referred to Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet A. Napolitano; and Attorney
General Eric H. Holder, Jr. President Calder-
on and some reporters spoke in Spanish, and
their remarks were translated by an interpret-
er.
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Statement on the Release of Department of Justice Office of Legal Counsel
Memos Concerning Interrogation Techniques
April 16, 2009

The Department of Justice will today release
certain memos issued by the Office of Legal
Counsel between 2002 and 2005 as part of an
ongoing court case. These memos speak to
techniques that were used in the interrogation
of terrorism suspects during that period, and
their release is required by the rule of law. 

My judgment on the content of these memos
is a matter of record. In one of my very first acts
as President, I prohibited the use of these inter-
rogation techniques by the United States be-
cause they undermine our moral authority and
do not make us safer. Enlisting our values in the
protection of our people makes us stronger and
more secure. A democracy as resilient as ours
must reject the false choice between our securi-
ty and our ideals, and that is why these methods
of interrogation are already a thing of the past. 

But that is not what compelled the release of
these legal documents today. While I believe
strongly in transparency and accountability, I al-
so believe that in a dangerous world, the United
States must sometimes carry out intelligence
operations and protect information that is clas-
sified for purposes of national security. I have
already fought for that principle in court and
will do so again in the future. However, after
consulting with the Attorney General, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, and others, I
believe that exceptional circumstances sur-
round these memos and require their release.

First, the interrogation techniques described
in these memos have already been widely re-
ported. Second, the previous administration
publicly acknowledged portions of the program
and some of the practices associated with these
memos. Third, I have already ended the tech-
niques described in the memos through an Ex-
ecutive order. Therefore, withholding these
memos would only serve to deny facts that have
been in the public domain for some time. This
could contribute to an inaccurate accounting of
the past and fuel erroneous and inflammatory
assumptions about actions taken by the United
States. 

In releasing these memos, it is our intention
to assure those who carried out their duties re-
lying in good faith upon legal advice from the
Department of Justice that they will not be sub-
ject to prosecution. The men and women of our
intelligence community serve courageously on
the frontlines of a dangerous world. Their ac-
complishments are unsung and their names un-
known, but because of their sacrifices, every
single American is safer. We must protect their
identities as vigilantly as they protect our securi-
ty, and we must provide them with the confi-
dence that they can do their jobs.

Going forward, it is my strong belief that the
United States has a solemn duty to vigorously
maintain the classified nature of certain activi-
ties and information related to national security.
This is an extraordinarily important responsibil-
ity of the Presidency, and it is one that I will
carry out assertively, irrespective of any political
concern. Consequently, the exceptional circum-
stances surrounding these memos should not be
viewed as an erosion of the strong legal basis for
maintaining the classified nature of secret activ-
ities. I will always do whatever is necessary to
protect the national security of the United
States. 

This is a time for reflection, not retribution. I
respect the strong views and emotions that
these issues evoke. We have been through a
dark and painful chapter in our history. But at a
time of great challenges and disturbing disunity,
nothing will be gained by spending our time
and energy laying blame for the past. Our na-
tional greatness is embedded in America’s abili-
ty to right its course in concert with our core
values and to move forward with confidence.
That is why we must resist the forces that divide
us and, instead, come together on behalf of our
common future. 

The United States is a nation of laws. My ad-
ministration will always act in accordance with
those laws and with an unshakeable commit-
ment to our ideals. That is why we have re-
leased these memos, and that is why we have
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taken steps to ensure that the actions de-
scribed within them never take place again. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Attorney
General Eric H. Holder, Jr.; and Director of
National Intelligence Dennis C. Blair.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Felipe de Jesus Calderon
Hinojosa of Mexico in Mexico City
April 16, 2009

Good evening. Thank you very much. Let
me begin by expressing my deepest thanks to
President Calderon and Mrs. Zavala for their
gracious welcome, and thank you for the spec-
tacular setting. I can’t imagine a more magnifi-
cent evening. This is my first trip as President
to Mexico, and it’s one that I will always re-
member fondly for the hospitality and the
warmth that has been provided to me during
my brief visit.

Now, earlier today we conducted a series of
productive meetings on a whole host of chal-
lenges and opportunities that we face jointly.
We spoke about our deep economic ties, re-
flecting the $1 billion of trade that crosses our
borders every day. And we discussed steps that
we can take together, both bilaterally and in a
global setting, to advance opportunity and
prosperity in our two countries and across the
Americas.

We spoke about the deep ties between our
peoples, and what steps can be made to meet
our immigration challenge. That involves pass-
ing comprehensive immigration reform in the
United States, which I am committed to doing,
and it involves making certain that we are pro-
moting increased opportunity here in Mexico.

We spoke about our obligation to take steps
to build clean energy together that can power
our economies and beat back climate change
in future centuries. And of course, we spoke
about the grave dangers that the drug cartels
are presenting to both our nations, that are
threatening innocent men and women and
children on both sides of our borders, and our
shared determination to put an end to these
drug wars.

These are some of the critical challenges
that we face as a result of a border we share.
But what makes us good neighbors is not that
our interests are always aligned, that we will

agree on everything. In our long and interwo-
ven history, we haven’t always been on the
same side of every issue, and there is no doubt
that in the future there will be differences
once again. What makes us good neighbors is a
simple truth that our people share so much
more than common challenges and common
interests. We also share values and ideals. We
are both a people who know the meaning of
hard work, a people who know what it means
to struggle and to sacrifice on behalf of our
children and our grandchildren, people who
know that strength comes from faith and from
family, people who have known hardship and
trial and persevered in the face of great odds.

That’s the story of the separate struggles for
independence that have made our nations who
we are, struggles that are forged on this conti-
nent, two adjoining nations founded on a set of
shared values that our democracy is not simply
a gift from a previous generation, but a re-
sponsibility for each generation to protect and
to pass on to the next. We both understand
that no one, whether through influence of pol-
itics, the power of money, or the fear of force,
is above the law, and that we are—every one
of us—equal, endowed with the basic human
rights that spring not from our laws but from
our Maker.

Each of our nations was formed out of this
sense that a state has no greater responsibility
than to uphold the essential dignity of its citi-
zens. That was the promise of my country’s
struggle for independence. That was the
promise of Mexico’s struggle for indepen-
dence. That was the promise of American in-
dependence. It’s a promise advanced by Hi-
dalgo as well as Washington, by Lincoln but al-
so by Juarez, and a promise that now falls on
all of us to advance in our own time.
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More than 60 years ago, at a moment when
our world was consumed with war, one of my
predecessors came here to Mexico to reaffirm
the relationship between our two nations. In a
speech to the people of Mexico, Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt said: “[Our] peoples are finding
that they have common aspirations. They can
work together for a common objective. Let us
never lose hold of that truth.”

That was President Roosevelt’s message
then; that is my message now. And I’m confi-
dent that if we continue to draw strength from
our common aspirations and purpose from our
common objectives, if we continue to act, as we
have during this visit, in a spirit of mutual re-
sponsibility, mutual respect, and mutual inter-
est, then that is a truth that we will uphold to-
gether in the months and years to come.

And I am so pleased that I have such an out-
standing partner as President Calderon, some-
body who has shown his courage and his brav-
ery, and somebody who’s shown that he com-
bines a sense of principle with a sense of practi-
cality; somebody who I know wants to be a
partner with me as we strengthen our partner-
ship and we make certain that the children of
Mexico and the children of the United States
are both seeing a future that’s more prosperous
and more hopeful than the ones that have come
before.

So thank you very much, everybody. And let
me please make a toast to my host.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. at the
Museo Nacional de Antropologia. In his re-
marks, he referred to Margarita Esther Zavala
Gomez del Campo, wife of President Calderon.

Remarks to the Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
April 17, 2009

Good evening. I am honored to join you here
today, and I want to thank Prime Minister Man-
ning, the people of Trinidad and Tobago for
their generosity in hosting the fifth Summit of
the Americas. And I want to extend my greet-
ings to all the heads of state, many of who I am
meeting for the first time. All of us are extraor-
dinarily excited to have this opportunity to visit
this wonderful country, and as somebody who
grew up on an island, I can tell you I feel right
at home. 

It’s appropriate and important that we hold
this summit in the Caribbean. The energy, the
dynamism, the diversity of the Caribbean peo-
ple inspires us all and are such an important
part of what we share in common as a hemi-
sphere. 

I think everybody recognizes that we come
together at a critical moment for the people of
the Americas. Our well-being has been set back
by a historic economic crisis. Our safety is en-
dangered by a broad range of threats. But this
peril can be eclipsed by the promise of a new
prosperity and personal security and the protec-
tion of liberty and justice for all the people of
our hemisphere. That’s the future that we can

build together, but only if we move forward
with a new sense of partnership. 

All of us must now renew the common stake
that we have in one another. I know the promis-
es of partnership have gone unfulfilled in the
past and that trust has to be earned over time.
While the United States has done much to pro-
mote peace and prosperity in the hemisphere,
we have at times been disengaged, and at times
we sought to dictate our terms. But I pledge to
you that we seek an equal partnership. There’s
no—[applause]—there is no senior partner and
junior partner in our relations; there is simply
engagement based on mutual respect and com-
mon interests and shared values. So I’m here to
launch a new chapter of engagement that will
be sustained throughout my administration. 

Now, to move forward, we cannot let our-
selves be prisoners of past disagreements. I am
very grateful that President Ortega—[ap-
plause]—I’m grateful that President Ortega did
not blame me for things that happened when I
was 3 months old. [Laughter] Too often, an op-
portunity to build a fresh partnership of the
Americas has been undermined by stale de-
bates. And we’ve heard all these arguments be-
fore, these debates that would have us make a
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false choice between rigid, state-run econo-
mies or unbridled and unregulated capitalism,
between blame for right-wing paramilitaries or
left-wing insurgents, between sticking to in-
flexible policies with regard to Cuba or deny-
ing the full human rights that are owed to the
Cuban people. 

I didn’t come here to debate the past; I
came here to deal with the future. I believe, as
some of our previous speakers have stated,
that we must learn from history, but we can’t
be trapped by it. As neighbors, we have a re-
sponsibility to each other and to our citizens.
And by working together, we can take impor-
tant steps forward to advance prosperity and
security and liberty. That is the 21st century
agenda that we come together to enact. That’s
the new direction that we can pursue.

Before we move forward for our shared dis-
cussions over this weekend, I’d like to put for-
ward several areas where the United States is
committed already to strengthening collective
action on behalf of our shared goals. 

First, we must come together on behalf of
our common prosperity. That’s what we’ve al-
ready begun to do. Our unprecedented actions
to stimulate growth and restart the flow of
credit will help create jobs and prosperity
within our borders and within yours. We
joined with our G–20 partners to set aside over
a trillion dollars for countries going through
difficult times, recognizing that we have to
provide assistance to those countries that are
most vulnerable. We will work with you to en-
sure that the Inter-American Development
Bank can take the necessary steps to increase
its current levels of lending and to carefully
study the needs for recapitalization in the fu-
ture. And we recognize that we have a special
responsibility, as one of the world’s financial
centers, to work with partners around the
globe to reform a failed regulatory system, so
that we can prevent the kinds of financial
abuses that led to this current crisis from ever
happening again and achieve an economic ex-
pansion—not just in the United States but all
across the hemisphere—that is built not on
bubbles, but on sustainable economic growth.

We’re also committed to combating in-
equality and creating prosperity from the bot-

tom up. This is something that I’ve spoken
about in the United States, and it’s something
that I believe applies across the region. I’ve
asked Congress for $448 million in immediate
assistance for those who have been hit hardest
by the crisis beyond our borders. And today
I’m pleased to announce a new Microfinance
Growth Fund for the hemisphere that can re-
start the lending that can power businesses
and entrepreneurs in each and every country
that’s represented here. This is not charity. Let
me be clear: This is not charity. Together, we
can create a broader foundation of prosperity
that builds new markets and powers new
growth for all peoples in the hemisphere, be-
cause our economies are intertwined.

Next, we can strengthen the foundation of
our prosperity and our security and our envi-
ronment through a new partnership on ener-
gy. Our hemisphere is blessed with bountiful
resources, and we are all endangered by cli-
mate change. Now we must come together to
find new ways to produce and use energy so
that we can create jobs and protect our planet. 

So today I’m proposing the creation of a
new energy and climate partnership of the
Americas that can forge progress to a more se-
cure and sustainable future. It’s a partnership
that will harness the vision and determination
of countries like Mexico and Brazil that have
already done outstanding work in this area to
promote renewable energy and reduce green-
house gas emissions. Now, each country will
bring its own unique resources and needs, so
we will ensure that each country can maximize
its strengths as we promote efficiency and im-
prove our infrastructure, share technologies,
support investments in renewable sources of
energy. And in doing so, we can create the jobs
of the future, lower greenhouse gas emissions,
and make this hemisphere a model for cooper-
ation.

The dangers of climate change are part of a
broad range of threats to our citizens; so the
third area where we must work together is to
advance our common security. Today, too
many people in the Americas live in fear. We
must not tolerate violence and insecurity, no
matter where it comes from. Children must be
safe to play in the street, and families should
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never face the pain of a kidnaping. Policemen
must be more powerful than kingpins, and
judges must advance the rule of law. Illegal
guns must not flow freely into criminal hands,
and illegal drugs must not destroy lives and dis-
tort our economy. 

Yesterday President Calderon of Mexico and
I renewed our commitment to combat the dan-
gers posed by drug cartels. Today I want to an-
nounce a new initiative to invest $30 million to
strengthen cooperation on security in the Ca-
ribbean. And I have directed key members of
my Cabinet to build and sustain relations with
their counterparts in the hemisphere to con-
stantly adjust our tactics, to build upon best
practices, and develop new modes of coopera-
tion, because the United States is a friend of ev-
ery nation and person who seeks a future of se-
curity and dignity. 

And let me add that I recognize that the
problem will not simply be solved by law en-
forcement if we’re not also dealing with our re-
sponsibilities in the United States. And that’s
why we will take aggressive action to reduce our
demand for drugs and to stop the flow of guns
and bulk cash south across our borders. And
that’s why I’m making it a priority to ratify the
Illicit Trafficking in Firearms Convention as an-
other tool that we can use to prevent this from
happening. And I also am mindful of the state-
ment that’s been made earlier, that unless we
provide opportunity for an education and for
jobs and a career for the young people in the re-
gion, then too many will end up being attracted
to the drug trade. And so we cannot separate
out dealing with the drug issue on the interdic-
tion side and the law enforcement side from the
need for critical development in our communi-
ties.

Finally, we know that true security only
comes with liberty and justice. Those are bed-
rock values of the Inter-American Charter.
Generations of our people have worked and
fought and sacrificed for them. And it is our re-
sponsibility to advance them in our time. So to-
gether, we have to stand up against any force
that separates any of our people from that story
of liberty, whether it’s crushing poverty or cor-
rosive corruption, social exclusion or persistent
racism or discrimination. Here in this room,

and on this dais, we see the diversity of the
Americas. Every one of our nations has a right
to follow its own path. But we all have a respon-
sibility to see that the people of the Americans
have the ability to pursue their own dreams in
democratic societies. 

There’s been several remarks directed at the
issue of the relationship between the United
States and Cuba, so let me address this. The
United States seeks a new beginning with Cuba.
I know that there is a longer—[applause]—I
know there’s a longer journey that must be trav-
eled to overcome decades of mistrust, but there
are critical steps we can take toward a new day.
I’ve already changed a Cuba policy that I be-
lieve has failed to advance liberty or opportuni-
ty for the Cuban people. We will now allow Cu-
ban Americans to visit the islands whenever
they choose and provide resources to their fam-
ilies the same way that so many people in my
country send money back to their families in
your countries to pay for everyday needs. 

Over the past 2 years, I’ve indicated, and I
repeat today, that I’m prepared to have my ad-
ministration engage with the Cuban Govern-
ment on a wide range of issues, from drugs, mi-
gration, and economic issues, to human rights,
free speech, and democratic reform. Now, let
me be clear: I’m not interested in talking just
for the sake of talking. But I do believe that we
can move U.S.-Cuban relations in a new direc-
tion. 

As has already been noted, and I think my
presence here indicates, the United States has
changed over time. It has not always been easy,
but it has changed. And so I think it’s important
to remind my fellow leaders that it’s not just the
United States that has to change. All of us have
responsibilities to look towards the future. 

I think it’s important to recognize, given his-
toric suspicions, that the United States policy
should not be interference in other countries,
but that also means that we can’t blame the
United States for every problem that arises in
the hemisphere. That’s part of the bargain.
That’s part of the change that has to take place.
That’s the old way, and we need a new way.

The United States will be willing to
acknowledge past errors where those errors
have been made. We will be partners in helping
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to alleviate poverty. But the American people
have to get some positive reinforcement if
they are to be engaged in the efforts to lift
other countries out of the poverty that they’re
experiencing.

Every nation has been on its own journey.
Here in Trinidad and Tobago, we must respect
those differences while celebrating those
things that we share in common. Our nations
were all colonized by empires and achieved
our own liberation. Our people reflect the ex-
traordinary diversity of human beings, and our
shared values reflect a common humanity: the
universal desire to leave our children a world
that is more prosperous and peaceful than the
one that we inherited.

So as we gather here, let us remember that
our success must be measured by the ability of
people to live their dreams. That’s a goal that
cannot be encompassed with any one policy or
communique. It’s not a matter of abstractions
or ideological debates. It’s a question of

whether or not we are in a concrete way mak-
ing the lives of our citizens better. It’s reflect-
ed in the hopes of our children, in the strength
of our democratic institutions, and our faith in
the future. 

It will take time. Nothing is going to happen
overnight. But I pledge to you that the United
States will be there as a friend and a partner,
because our futures are inextricably bound to
the future of the people of the entire hemi-
sphere. And we are committed to shaping that
future through engagement that is strong and
sustained, that is meaningful, that is success-
ful, and that is based on mutual respect and
equality.

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Trinidad. In his remarks, he
referred to Prime Minister Patrick Manning of
Trinidad and Tobago; and President Daniel
Ortega Saavedra of Nicaragua.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 18, 2009

It’s not news to say that we are living
through challenging times: the worst econom-
ic downturn since the Great Depression, a
credit crisis that’s made that downturn worse,
and a fiscal disaster that has accumulated over
a period of years.

In the year 2000, we had projected budget
surpluses in the trillions, and Washington ap-
peared to be on the road to fiscal stability.
Eight years later, when I walked in the door,
the projected budget deficit for this year alone
was 1.3 trillion. And in order to jump-start our
struggling economy, we were forced to make
investments that added to that deficit through
the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act.

But as surely as our future depends on
building a new energy economy, controlling
health care costs, and ensuring that our kids
are once again the best educated in the world,
it also depends on restoring a sense of respon-
sibility and accountability to our Federal bud-
get. Without significant change to steer away

from ever-expanding deficits and debt, we are
on an unsustainable course.

So today, we simply cannot afford to perpet-
uate a system in Washington where politicians
and bureaucrats make decisions behind closed
doors with little accountability for the conse-
quences, where billions are squandered on
programs that have outlived their usefulness
or exist solely because of the power of a lobby-
ist or interest group, and where outdated tech-
nology and information systems undermine ef-
ficiency, threaten our security, and fail to serve
an engaged citizenry.

If we’re going to rebuild our economy on a
solid foundation, we need to change the way
we do business in Washington. We need to re-
store the American people’s confidence in
their Government; that it is on their side,
spending their money wisely to meet their
families’ needs.

That starts with the painstaking work of ex-
amining every program, every entitlement, ev-
ery dollar of Government spending and asking
ourselves: Is this program really essential? Are
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taxpayers getting their money’s worth? Can we
accomplish our goals more efficiently or effec-
tively some other way?

It’s a process we have already begun, scour-
ing our budget line by line for programs that
don’t work so we can cut them to make room
for ones that do. That means ending tax breaks
for companies shipping jobs overseas, stopping
the fraud and abuse in our Medicare program,
and reforming our health care system to cut
costs for families and businesses. It means
strengthening whistleblower protections for
Government employees who step forward to re-
port wasteful spending, and it means reinstating
the pay-as-you-go rule that we followed during
the 1990s, so if we want to spend, we’ll need to
find somewhere else to cut.

And this Monday, in my first full Cabinet
meeting, I will ask all of my department and
agency heads for specific proposals for cutting
their budgets. Already, members of my Cabinet
have begun to trim back unnecessary expendi-
tures. Secretary Napolitano, for example, is
ending consulting contracts to create new seals
and logos that have cost the Department of
Homeland Security $3 million since 2003. In
the largest Department, Secretary Gates has
launched a historic project to reform defense
contracting procedures and eliminate hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in wasteful spending
and cost overruns. And I commend Senators
McCain and Levin, a Republican and a Demo-
crat, who have teamed up to lead this effort in
Congress.

Finally, in the coming weeks, I will be an-
nouncing the elimination of dozens of Govern-
ment programs shown to be wasteful or ineffec-
tive. In this effort, there will be no sacred cows
and no pet projects. All across America, families
are making hard choices, and it’s time their
Government did the same.

That is why I have assembled a team of man-
agement, technology, and budget experts to
guide us in this work, leaders who will help us
revamp Government operations from top to
bottom and ensure that the Federal Govern-
ment is truly working for the American people.

I have named Jeffrey Zients, a leading CEO,
management consultant, and entrepreneur, to
serve as Deputy Director for Management of
the Office of Management and Budget and as
the first ever Chief Performance Officer. Jef-
frey will work to streamline processes, cut costs,
and find best practices throughout our Govern-
ment.

Aneesh Chopra, who is currently the secre-
tary of technology for Governor Kaine of Vir-
ginia, has agreed to serve as America’s Chief
Technology Officer. In this role, Aneesh will
promote technological innovation to help
achieve our most urgent priorities, from creat-
ing jobs and reducing health care costs to keep-
ing our Nation secure.

Aneesh and Jeffrey will work closely with our
Chief Information Officer, Vivek Kundra, who
is responsible for setting technology policy
across the Government and using technology to
improve security, ensure transparency, and low-
er costs. The goal is to give all Americans a
voice in their Government and ensure that they
know exactly how we’re spending their money
and can hold us accountable for the results.

None of this will be easy; big change never is.
But with the leadership of these individuals, I
am confident that we can break our bad habits,
put an end to the mismanagement that has
plagued our Government, and start living with-
in our means again. That’s how we will get our
deficits under control and move from recovery
to prosperity. And that is how we will give the
American people the kind of Government they
expect and deserve, one that is efficient, ac-
countable, and fully worthy of their trust.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on April 15 in the Diplomatic
Reception Room at the White House for broad-
cast on April 18. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 17 but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on April 18. In the address, the President
referred to Secretary of Homeland Security Ja-
net A. Napolitano.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Leaders of the Union of South American
Nations in Port of Spain
April 18, 2009

Good morning, everybody. I just want to say
very quickly, I’m very grateful for the opportu-
nity to meet with my colleagues from the
south and participate in the meeting. UN-
ASUR is doing some excellent work in their ef-
forts in the region on things like energy and
security. I have a lot to learn, and I very much
look forward to listening and figuring out how
we can work together more effectively. So

hopefully, the meeting itself will go more
smoothly than getting you guys in to take pic-
tures. [Laughter] 

All right? Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Trinidad. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Leaders of the Central American
Integration System in Port of Spain 
April 19, 2009

Well, good morning, everybody. I’m very
pleased to have this opportunity to meet with
the leaders of Central America. Obviously, we
have a long history of relations between the
United States and Central America, that is a
critical partner on a whole range of issues. We
have the leadership here—democratically
elected—and provided a lot of important in-
formation during the course of this summit.

But obviously, when you’re in a group of 36,
it’s more difficult to focus just on the regional
issues. So this gives me an opportunity to hear

more directly about both challenges and op-
portunities in the region. So I’m very grateful
that they’ve taken the time to meet with me,
and I’m looking forward to hearing more
about how the United States can be an effec-
tive partner with all the countries represented.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:18 a.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Trinidad. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

The President’s News Conference in Port of Spain
April 19, 2009

The President. Hey, guys. You guys have a
seat. Thanks. This is nice. This is a nice view,
huh? Oh, it’s beautiful. Did you guys go out
last night, by the way? [Laughter] Chuck Todd
[NBC News], did I see you on the cruise ship?
[Laughter]

Q. That wasn’t me.
The President. All right. Well, we just con-

cluded a very productive summit. And I want
to thank the people of Trinidad and Tobago
for their wonderful hospitality and their gra-
cious welcome. I want to thank Prime Minister
Manning and First Lady Manning, his Gov-

ernment, for the hospitality they’ve shown me
and our entire delegation.

This summit’s been held at a time of great
challenge and great opportunity for the United
States and the Americas. The consequences of
a historic economic crisis are being felt across
the hemisphere, putting new pressure on
peoples and governments that are already
strained. Migration to and from each of our
nations has serious implications for all nations.
The safety and security of our citizens is
endangered by drug trafficking, lawlessness,
and a host of other threats. Our energy
challenge offers us a chance to unleash our
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joint economic potential, enhance our security,
and protect our planet. And too many citizens
are being denied dignity and opportunity and a
chance to live out their dreams in Cuba and all
across the hemisphere.

These are some of the issues I discussed here
in Trinidad and Tobago with leaders like Presi-
dent Garcia of Peru, President Bachelet of
Chile, President Uribe of Colombia, President
Preval of Haiti, and Prime Minister Harper of
Canada. The subject of many of these meetings
and conversations has been launching a new era
of partnership between our nations. Over the
past few days, we’ve seen potential positive
signs in the nature of the relationship between
the United States, Cuba, and Venezuela. But as
I’ve said before, the test for all of us is not sim-
ply words, but also deeds. I do believe that the
signals sent so far provide at least an opportuni-
ty for frank dialog on a range of issues, includ-
ing critical areas of democracy and human
rights throughout the hemisphere. 

Now, I do not see eye to eye with every re-
gional leader on every regional issue, and I do
not agree with everything that was said at this
summit by leaders from other nations. But what
we showed here is that we can make progress
when we’re willing to break free from some of
the stale debates and old ideologies that have
dominated and distorted the debate in this
hemisphere for far too long. We showed that
while we have our differences, we can, and
must, work together in areas where we have
mutual interests, and where we disagree we can
disagree respectfully. We showed that there are
no senior or junior partners in the Americas;
that we’re simply partners committed to ad-
vancing a common agenda and overcoming
common challenges.

And that spirit of shared responsibility was
reflected in the achievement of the summit and
in the work that the United States has done in
concert with nations across Americas. First,
we’re building on our unprecedented efforts in
the United States and on the work that we did
at the G–20 summit in London to jump-start
job creation, reform a broken financial regula-
tory system, and put our economies on the path
of sustainable growth and shared prosperity.
We’re tripling the International Monetary

Fund’s lending capacity. We’re urging the In-
ter-American Development Bank to increase its
current lending level, and the United States is
launching a new Microfinance Growth Fund for
the hemisphere that will make meaningful dif-
ferences for businesses and entrepreneurs
across America.

Over the past few days, we also discussed
what we can do to ensure that the policies we
pursue in our own countries advance and do not
undercut our broader regional recovery. To-
gether, these efforts will help drive economic
expansion in the United States and across the
hemisphere and ensure that we do not see an
erosion of the progress that we’ve made to lift
people out of poverty and into the middle class.

Second, we’re acting boldly, we are acting
swiftly, and we are acting in concert to combat
threats that are endangering the safety and se-
curity of citizens across the Americas. This
week I traveled to Mexico, where I met with
President Calderon to advance our shared com-
mitment to combating the drug cartels, stem-
ming the southbound flow of guns and money,
and protecting citizens on both sides of our
common border. 

We are also taking a number of other key
steps in concert with our regional partners, so
when I met with the Central American nations
and the Caribbean nations, they had similar
concerns, and we pledged to work together to
defend our nations and keep our people safe.
The United States is investing $30 million in en-
hanced security partnerships with Caribbean
nations to ensure that they have the resources
they need to combat drug traffickers seeking to
enter their borders from Mexico and Central
America. And I’m also making it a priority to
ratify the Illicit Trafficking in Firearms Conven-
tion and to enhance cooperation with nations
across the region to reduce the threat of existing
weapons stockpiles.

Third, we’re taking a critical step to drive our
economic expansion, enhance our security, and
protect the bounty and beauty of the hemi-
sphere with a new energy-climate partnership
of the Americas that I proposed. Through this
partnership, we will harness the progress being
made by nations across the hemisphere, from
Brazil’s work on biofuels, to Chile’s investments
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in solar power, to Mexico’s efforts to curb
greenhouse gas emissions, to El Salvador’s
work on geothermal energy.

This is a voluntary and flexible partnership
that nations across this region are invited to
join, a partnership that will enhance energy ef-
ficiency, improve our infrastructure, and sup-
port investments that can make energy more
affordable. In doing so, we can create the jobs
of the future, promote renewable sources of
energy, and make the Americas a model for
cooperation.

Now, meeting these challenges and seizing
these opportunities will not be easy; it will not
happen overnight. Our efforts to work togeth-
er may be strained at times by disagreements,
and one of the things that I think is going to be
critical to do is to make sure that we are work-
ing with our respective teams to encourage
implementation at a more granular level.
Sometimes at these summits we have very
lofty statements; there’s got to be follow-
through across the way.

But I firmly believe that if we’re willing to
break free from the arguments and ideologies
of an earlier era and continue to act, as we
have at this summit, with a sense of mutual re-
sponsibility and mutual respect and mutual in-
terest, then each of our nations can come out
of this challenging period stronger and more
prosperous, and we can advance opportunity,
equality, and security across the Americas.

So with that, let me take some questions.
I’m going to start with Edna Schmidt at Univi-
sion.

Meetings With Central and South American
Leaders

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The spotlight
on your visit here was on the handshake and
smiles with Hugo Chavez, but we didn’t see
much interaction with some of the other leftist
leaders of the region like Daniel Ortega, Rafa-
el Correa, or Evo Morales, who yesterday ac-
cused the United States of still interfering in
its affairs and, even though it’s too soon, he
says, of not seeing much of change. Did you
have any private meetings with any of these
leaders, and if so, can you tell us what was dis-
cussed?

The President. Well, I had meetings with all
the leaders involved, including Daniel Ortega,
who was the chairperson of the Central Amer-
ican meeting. I had very cordial conversations
with President Morales and President Correa.
And I think it’s just that President Chavez is
better at positioning the cameras.

And in all these conversations, here’s what I
emphasized: that we’re not going to agree on
every issue, but that as long as we are respect-
ful of democratic processes, as long as we’re
respectful of principles of sovereignty for all
nations, that we can find areas where we can
work in common. And my sense is, if you talk
to any of those leaders, that they would say
that they feel encouraged about the possibility
of a more constructive relationship.

Now, specifically on the Bolivia issue, I just
want to make absolutely clear that I am abso-
lutely opposed and condemn any efforts at vio-
lent overthrows of democratically elected gov-
ernments, wherever it happens in the hemi-
sphere. That is not the policy of our Govern-
ment. That is not how the American people
expect their Government to conduct them-
selves. And so I want to be as clear as possible
on that.

But one of the things that I mentioned in
both public remarks as well as private remarks
is that the United States, obviously, has a his-
tory in this region that’s not always appreciat-
ed from the perspective of some, but that what
we need to do is try to move forward, and that
I am responsible for how this administration
acts, and we will be respectful to those demo-
cratically elected governments, even when we
disagree with them.

Scott Wilson, Washington Post.

U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said dur-
ing the summit that you were here not to de-
bate the past. You also said we must learn from
our history. You just referred to this history.
What have you learned over 2 days of listening
to leaders here about how U.S. policy is per-
ceived in the region? And can you name a spe-
cific policy that you will change as a result of
what you’ve heard?
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The President. Well, I think that what was re-
emphasized in all the discussions that I had was
a sense, on the one hand, that the United States
is critical to the economic growth and opportu-
nities in the region. Even the most vociferous
critics of the United States also want to make
sure that the United States economy is working
and growing again, because there is extraordi-
nary dependence on the United States for ex-
ports, for remittances.

And so in that sense people are rooting for
America’s success. I do think that there is a
strain of thought in the region that, in the past,
many of the problems surrounding economic
growth and opportunity or the lack thereof re-
sulted because of a too rigid application of a
free market doctrine imposed by the IMF, what
is termed the “Washington consensus.”

I think in some cases, those issues have been
addressed. At the G–20 summit, for example,
we talked about the need to create a reformed
international financial—set of international fi-
nancial institutions that provide additional flexi-
bility, provide more voice and vote to develop-
ing countries. In some cases, it may be just a
carryover of knee-jerk anti-American sentiment
or simply differences in terms of economic the-
ories and how the economies should grow.

One thing that I thought was interest-
ing—and I knew this in a more abstract way but
it was interesting in very specific terms—hear-
ing from these leaders who when they spoke
about Cuba, talked very specifically about the
thousands of doctors from Cuba that are dis-
persed all throughout the region and upon
which many of these countries heavily depend.
And it’s a reminder for us in the United States
that if our only interaction with many of these
countries is drug interdiction, if our only inter-
action is military, then we may not be develop-
ing the connections that can, over time, in-
crease our influence and have a beneficial effect
when we need to try to move policies that
have—are of concern to us forward in the re-
gion.

And I think that’s why it’s so important that
in our interactions not just here in the hemi-
sphere but around the world, that we recognize
that our military power is just one arm of our
power, and that we have to use our diplomatic

and development aid in more intelligent ways
so that people can see very practical, concrete
improvements in the lives of ordinary persons
as a consequence of U.S. foreign policy.

Chuck Todd.
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Building a little

bit, actually, on the answer that you had there,
you’ve been—three continents now in the last 3
weeks, 40-odd world leaders that you’ve been in
the same room with——

The President. Time to get home. [Laughter]
Q. Yes, exactly.
The President. I’m going to Iowa next week.

[Laughter] 
Q. Yes, talk about deja vu.
The President. Yes.
Q. What should—a lot of people are going to

start trying to write about the “Obama doc-
trine.” What should be—what are the pillars of
that that you think people should be taking
away? After observing you on the world stage
the last 3 weeks, what are the pillars of the
Obama doctrine?

The President. Well, you know, I will leave it
up to you, Chuck, to write the definitive state-
ment on Obamaism. But there are a couple of
principles that I’ve tried to apply across the
board. Number one, that the United States re-
mains the most powerful, wealthiest nation on
Earth, but we’re only one nation, and that the
problems that we confront, whether it’s drug
cartels, climate change, terrorism, you name it,
can’t be solved just by one country. And I think
if you start with that approach, then you are in-
clined to listen and not just talk.

And so in all these meetings what I’ve said is,
we have some very clear ideas in terms of where
the international community should be moving.
We have some very specific national interests,
starting with safety and security, that we have to
attend to, but we recognize that other countries
have good ideas too, and we want to hear them.
And the fact that a good idea comes from a
small country like a Costa Rica should not
somehow diminish the fact that it’s a good idea.
I think people appreciate that. So that’s number
one.

Number two, I think that—I feel very strong-
ly that when we are at our best the United
States represents a set of universal values and
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ideals—the idea of democratic practices, the
idea of freedom of speech and religion, the
idea of a civil society where people are free to
pursue their dreams and not be imposed upon
constantly by their government. So we’ve got a
set of ideas that I think have broad applicabili-
ty. But what I also believe is that other coun-
tries have different cultures, different per-
spectives, and are coming out of different his-
tories, and that we do our best to promote our
ideals and our values by our example.

And so if we are practicing what we preach
and if we occasionally confess to having
strayed from our values and our ideals, that
strengthens our hand, that allows us to speak
with greater moral force and clarity around
these issues.

And again, I think people around the world
appreciate that we’re not suggesting we are
holding ourselves to one set of standards and
we’re going to hold you to another set of stan-
dards; that we’re not simply going to lecture
you, but we’re rather going to show through
how we operate the benefits of these values
and ideals.

And the—as a consequence of listening, be-
lieving that there aren’t junior partners and se-
nior partners in the international stage, I don’t
think that we suddenly transform every for-
eign policy item that’s on the agenda. I know
that in each of these meetings the question has
been, well, did you get something specific?
What happened here? What happened there?

Countries are going to have interests, and
changes in foreign policy approaches by my
administration aren’t suddenly going to make
all those interests that may diverge from ours
disappear. What it does mean, though, is, at
the margins, they are more likely to want to
cooperate than not cooperate. It means that
where there is resistance to a particular set of
policies that we’re pursuing, that resistance
may turn out just to be based on old precon-
ceptions or ideological dogmas that, when
they’re cleared away, it turns out that we can
actually solve a problem.

And so we’re still going to have very tough
negotiations on a whole host of issues. In Eu-
rope, people believe in our plan for Afghani-
stan, but their politics are still such that it’s

hard for leaders to want to send more troops
into Afghanistan. That’s not going to change
because I’m popular in Europe or leaders
think that I’ve been respectful towards them.
On the other hand, by having established
those better relations, it means that among the
population there’s more confidence that work-
ing with the United States is beneficial, and
they are going to try to do more than they
might otherwise have done.

And here in this hemisphere, I think as a
consequence of a summit like this, it becomes
much easier for our friends—countries like
Mexico or Colombia, that are stalwart partners
with us on issues like drug trafficking—it be-
comes much easier for them to work with us
because their neighbors and their populations
see us as a force for good or at least not a force
for ill.

Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC News].

Cuba

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You’ve heard
from a lot of Latin America leaders here who
want the U.S. to lift the embargo against Cu-
ba. You’ve said that you think it’s an important
leverage to not lift it. But in 2004, you did sup-
port lifting the embargo. You said, it’s failed to
provide the source of raising standards of liv-
ing, it’s squeezed the innocent, and it’s time
for us to acknowledge that this particular poli-
cy has failed. I’m wondering, what made you
change your mind about the embargo?

The President. Well, 2004, that seems just
eons ago. What was I doing in 2004?

Q. Running for Senate.
The President. Is it while—I was running

for Senate. There you go. Look, the—what I
said and what I think my entire administration
has acknowledged is, is that the policy that
we’ve had in place for 50 years hasn’t worked
the way we want it to. The Cuban people are
not free. And that’s our lodestone, our North
Star, when it come to our policy in Cuba.

It is my belief that we’re not going to
change that policy overnight, and the steps
that we took, I think, were constructive in
sending a signal that we’d like to see a
transformation. But I am persuaded that it is
important to send the signal that issues of
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political prisoners, freedom of speech, freedom
of religion, democracy—that those continue to
be important, that they’re not simply something
to be brushed aside.

What was remarkable about the summit was
that every leader who was participating was
democratically elected. We might not be happy
with the results of some elections; we might be
happier with others; we might disagree with
some of the leaders, but they all were conferred
the legitimacy of a country speaking through
democratic channels. And that is not yet there
in Cuba.

Now, I think that as a starting point, it’s im-
portant for us not to think that completely ig-
noring Cuba is somehow going to change poli-
cy, and the fact that you had Raul Castro say
he’s willing to have his Government discuss
with ours not just issues of lifting the embargo,
but issues of human rights, political prisoners,
that’s a sign of progress.

And so we’re going to explore and see if we
can make some further steps. There are some
things that the Cuban government could do.
They could release political prisoners. They
could reduce charges on remittances to match
up with the policies that we have put in place to
allow Cuban American families to send remit-
tances. It turns out that Cuba charges an awful
lot; they take a lot off the top. That would be an
example of cooperation where both govern-
ments are working to help Cuban families and
raise standards of living in Cuba.

So there are going to be some ways that the
Cuban Government, I think, can send some sig-
nals that they’re serious about pursuing change.
And I’m hopeful that over time the overwhelm-
ing trend in the hemisphere will occur in Cuba
as well. And I think that all of the governments
here were encouraged by the fact that we had
taken some first steps. Many of them want us to
go further, but they at least see that we are not
dug in into policies that were formulated before
I was born.

Bill Plante [CBS News]. No? Bill is not here?
That’s shocking. [Laughter] Dan [Dan Lothian]
from CNN. Where’s Dan?

U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. During the campaign you were criticized
by some within your own party for perhaps not
being able to be tough on foreign policy mat-
ters. Now you’ve had this friendly interaction
with Mr. Chavez. Are you concerned at all
about how this might be perceived back in the
U.S. as perhaps being too soft? Already one
Senator is calling this friendly interaction irre-
sponsible. And as a quick follow-up, if I may,
when you got the book from Mr. Chavez, what
did you really think? [Laughter]

The President. I think it was a nice gesture to
give me a book; I’m a reader. And you’re right,
we had this debate throughout the campaign,
and the whole notion was that somehow if we
showed courtesy or opened up dialog with gov-
ernments that had previously been hostile to us,
that that somehow would be a sign of weakness.
The American people didn’t buy it. And there’s
a good reason the American people didn’t buy
it, because it doesn’t make sense.

You take a country like Venezuela—I have
great differences with Hugo Chavez on matters
of economic policy and matters of foreign poli-
cy. His rhetoric directed at the United States
has been inflammatory. There have been in-
stances in which we’ve seen Venezuela interfere
with some of the countries that surround Vene-
zuela in ways that I think are a source of con-
cern.

On the other hand, Venezuela is a country
whose defense budget is probably 1/600th of
the United States. They own CITGO. It’s un-
likely that as a consequence of me shaking
hands or having a polite conversation with Mr.
Chavez that we are endangering the strategic
interests of the United States. I don’t think any-
body can find any evidence that that would do
so. Even within this imaginative crowd, I think
you would be hard-pressed to paint a scenario
in which U.S. interests would be damaged as a
consequence of us having a more constructive
relationship with Venezuela.

So if the question, Dan, is, how does this play
politically, I don’t know. One of the benefits of
my campaign and how I’ve been trying to oper-
ate as President is, I don’t worry about the poli-
tics. I try to figure out what’s right in terms of
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American interests, and on this one I think I’m
right.

Julianna [Julianna Goldman, Bloomberg
News], who, by the way, I saw getting jostled a
lot during the photo sprays. Cameramen, I just
want you to know. [Laughter]

National Economy/U.S. Banking System

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’d like to ask
a question about an issue back home about the
economy and the stress tests and whether or
not you expect that along with the stress tests,
with the results next month, that one or more
executives will be asked to step down as it was
with the auto restructuring plans.

The President. Okay, well, I don’t want to
speculate ahead of the release of the stress test
numbers. I think what you’ll see is that, not
surprisingly, different banks are in different
situations. They’re going to need different lev-
els of assistance from taxpayers and, as I’ve
said before, if taxpayer money is involved then
I’ve got a responsibility to ensure some trans-
parency and accountability in the operations of
those businesses. We try to use as light a touch
as we can, but I’m not going to simply put tax-
payer money into a black hole where you’re
not going to see results or some exit strategy,
so that taxpayers, ultimately, are relieved of
these burdens.

We’ve seen, I think, some progress in cer-
tain parts of the banking sector. As I men-
tioned before, I’m encouraged by the number
of refinancings and mortgages that’s already
taking place, but I have also said we’re not out
of the woods. This is still a difficult time for
the economy. Credit is still contracted; banks
still are not lending at previous levels; the non-
bank sector that accounted for 40 percent of
credit prior to this crisis still hasn’t recovered
the way it should. And we’re still having to
take a series of extraordinary steps.

So we’ll have more information as these
stress test numbers are provided. I haven’t
seen all of them yet. They’re being completed,
I think, while we were on this trip. But I’m
sure that we’ll have more to say about this over
the next several days. Okay?

April [April Ryan, American Urban Radio
Networks]. What, you look surprised. [Laugh-

ter] Come on, April; I hope you’ve got a good
question.

United Nations World Conference against
Racism

Q. I’ve got some good—I have two, actually.
The President. All right, well, you only get

one, though. [Laughter]
Q. I’ll take that one. Well, Mr. President, as

you’re concluding your summit here and the
meeting in Mexico, there is a U.S.—a U.N.
conference, the world conference on racism in
Geneva tomorrow. The U.S. is boycotting.
And what say you about that? And is Zionism a
main issue in the reason why the U.S. is boy-
cotting the racism conference?

The President. Well, let me, first of all, say
that I believe in the United Nations. I believe
in the possibility of the United Nations serving
as an effective forum to deal with a whole host
of transnational conflicts. And so I want to be
as encouraging as I can, and I’ve said that to
the General-Secretary. For that reason, we’re
actually—have pursued a seat on the Human
Rights Commission, the U.N. Human Rights
Commission, because even though up until
this point we haven’t been very pleased with
how it’s operated, we think that it’s worthwhile
for us to go in there and try to make it into a
constructive organization because of the ex-
traordinary range of human rights violations
that exist around the world. And I think Amer-
ica should be a leader; we can’t opt out of
those discussions.

Now, in that same spirit, I would love to be
involved in a useful conference that addressed
continuing issues of racism and discrimination
around the globe, which, by the way, are not a
particular province of any one country. Obvi-
ously, we’ve had our own experiences with ra-
cial discrimination, but if you come down to
Central and South America and the Caribbe-
an, they have all kinds of stories to tell about
racial discrimination.

Somebody mentioned earlier President
Morales. Whatever I think about his politics,
the fact that he is the first indigenous—person
of indigenous background to be elected in a
country that has a enormous indigenous
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population indicates how much work remains to
be done around the world.

So we would love to engage constructively in
a discussion like that. Here’s the problem: You
had a previous conference—I believe it was in
2001, maybe it was 2002—I think it was
2001—in which it became a session through
which folks expressed antagonism towards Isra-
el in ways that were oftentimes completely hyp-
ocritical and counterproductive. And we ex-
pressed in the run-up to this conference our
concerns that if you incorporated—if you ad-
opted all the language from 2001, that’s just not
something we could sign up for.

So if we have a clean start, a fresh start, we’re
happy to go. If you’re incorporating a previous
conference that we weren’t involved with that
raised a whole set of objectionable provisions,
then we couldn’t participate, or it wouldn’t be
worth it for us to participate because we
couldn’t get past that particular issue.

And unfortunately, even though I think other
countries made great efforts to accommodate
some of our concerns and assured us that this
conference would be more constructive, our
participation would have involved putting our
imprimatur on something that we just don’t be-
lieve.

So what we’ve said—and I said this to Secre-
tary-General Moon who was here addressing
the summit—we’re happy to work with them to
see if we can move forward on some of these is-
sues. Hopefully some concrete steps come out
of the conference that we can partner with oth-
er countries on to actually reduce discrimina-
tion around the globe. But this wasn’t an oppor-
tunity to do it.

So—okay? I think the—it’s warm, and I’ve
got to get home. But I appreciate you guys.
Thank you.

By the way, whose wallet is this? Is this one
of my staff’s here? Did you guys put this on—is

that yours, Marvin? That was to prop up my re-
marks? Okay, I don’t want you to forget it.
Thank you, guys.

Iranian American Journalist Incarcerated in
Iran

Q. Mr. President, you haven’t addressed the
Iranian journalist. I think people would like to
hear about that.

The President. I will. Obviously, I am gravely
concerned with her safety and well-being. We
are working to make sure that she is properly
treated and to get more information about the
disposition of her case.

She is an American citizen, and I have com-
plete confidence that she was not engaging in
any sort of espionage. She is an Iranian Ameri-
can who was interested in the country which
her family came from, and it is appropriate for
her to be treated as such and to be released.

We are going to be in contact with—through
our Swiss intermediaries—with the Iranian
Government and want to ensure that we end up
seeing a proper disposition of this case.

Okay? Thanks. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 12:17 p.m. at the Hilton Hotel. In his
remarks, the President referred to Prime
Minister Patrick Manning of Trinidad and
Tobago and his wife Hazel; President Daniel
Ortega Saavedra of Nicaragua; President Juan
Evo Morales Ayma of Bolivia; President Rafael
Correa Delgado of Ecuador; President Hugo
Chavez Frias of Venezuela; President Raul
Castro Ruz of Cuba; Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon of the United Nations; White House trip
director Marvin Nicholson; and journalist
Roxana Saberi. A reporter referred to Sen. John
Ensign.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the New Arrangements to Borrow Fund 
April 16, 2009

Dear __________:

I write to ask you to support an essential
component of our overall strategy to restore the

health of the U.S. economy and financial
system: the U.S. proposal to expand
significantly the resources available to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) through its
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New Arrangements to Borrow (NAB) and a
set of other proposals to strengthen the IMF. 

The NAB is a mechanism through which
the IMF can obtain supplemental financial re-
sources for use in its lending operations when
the IMF’s existing resources are substantially
drawn down in the face of circumstances that
threaten the stability of the international mon-
etary system. The NAB with 26 members was
established in 1998, building upon a similar
mechanism, the General Arrangements to
Borrow, which was created in 1962. The size
of the NAB is currently $50 billion.

The global economic crisis is seriously af-
fecting emerging markets and developing
countries, which are now experiencing severe
economic declines and a massive withdrawal
of capital. The deteriorating conditions threat-
en to worsen the recessions in these countries
and could cause currencies to collapse. To-
gether, these factors, particularly if they be-
come more acute, will further lower global
growth and, as we saw during the Asian finan-
cial crisis, they will cause U.S. growth, jobs,
and exports to fall even more sharply.

Treasury Secretary Geithner concluded that
the size of the NAB is woefully inadequate to
deal with the type of severe economic and fi-
nancial crisis we are experiencing, and I agree
with him. For that reason, we proposed an ex-
pansion of the NAB of up to $500 billion (of
which the U.S. participation would be up to
$100 billion) and a further enlargement of its
membership to include increased participation
by the major emerging market countries, in
particular China and India. We consulted
broadly with the Congress on our NAB pro-
posal before we raised it internationally at the
G–20 Summit. Other countries are looking to
the United States to deliver on our commit-
ment.

The meeting in London with the leaders of
the other G–20 countries focused on adopting
a common strategy to restart global growth
and secure international financial stability for
the future. A central element of that strategy
was the U.S. proposal to increase the capacity
of the IMF to lend to its members, primarily
to developing and emerging market countries
facing economic and financial difficulties. We

also pledged our support for several other as-
pects of our participation in the IMF that re-
quire congressional action: an IMF quota re-
form to allow the IMF’s governance structure
to keep pace with the rapid growth and in-
creasing significance of dynamic emerging
economies; an IMF gold sale and related
amendments to reform the IMF’s income
model and provide support for the poorest
countries; and an amendment to permit a spe-
cial one-time allocation of Special Drawing
Rights, reserve assets created by the IMF
based on a basket of key currencies, that will
increase global liquidity and will support the
IMF in promoting global financial stability.
These reforms should be considered alongside
the proposed NAB expansion.

An increase in our participation in the NAB
requires the Congress to pass legislation au-
thorizing such participation, which is what we
are requesting. Such participation effectively
represents an exchange of assets rather than a
budgetary expenditure, and it will not result in
budgetary outlays or any increase in the defi-
cit. That is because when the United States
transfers dollars to the IMF under the NAB,
the United States receives in exchange another
monetary asset in the form of a liquid, inter-
est-bearing claim on the IMF, which is backed
by the IMF’s strong financial position, includ-
ing its significant holdings of gold. Similarly,
our increased participation in the NAB does
not constitute a request for budget authority; it
is conceptually similar to investing govern-
ment funds in a financial asset with minimal or
no risk and is consistent with the findings of
the 1967 President’s Commission on Budget
Concepts.

Our proposal to increase U.S. participation
in the NAB by up to $100 billion as part of an
overall increase of $500 billion was warmly en-
dorsed by the G–20 Leaders. We jointly com-
mitted to making substantial progress in re-
forming and expanding the NAB by the spring
IMF meetings on April 25 with a view to hav-
ing the NAB expansion in place within a few
months. I am asking for your help to deliver on
that commitment by supporting inclusion of
the NAB and related IMF proposals in the
most timely legislative vehicle that will enable
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the United States to act quickly. Rapid progress
is essential to the restoration of confidence in
the global economy and financial system so that
the global economy can emerge from recession
to recovery and to sustained growth.

Therefore, I would welcome your strong en-
dorsement of speedy congressional action on
these important initiatives and your agreement
that a reformed and expanded NAB as part of a
stronger and more responsive IMF is essential
to reestablishing the well-being of the global

economy and financial system and, consequent-
ly, our own economic recovery. 

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Speaker of
the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi;
House Minority Leader John A. Boehner; Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid; and Senate
Minority Leader Addison M. “Mitch” McCon-
nell. This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on April 20.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Cabinet Members and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 20, 2009

The President. Hello, guys. Good to see you.
Well, I just had my first official Cabinet meet-
ing. We have one future Cabinet member miss-
ing, but everybody else is present and account-
ed for. 

I delivered a few messages. Number one, I
am extraordinarily proud of the talent, the di-
versity, and the work ethic of this team in an un-
precedented situation where we had to hit the
ground running and get enormous amount
done in the first 3 months. Everybody here has
performed, I think, at the highest levels. And
I’m extraordinarily proud of the quality of this
Cabinet.

Number two, I emphasized to this Cabinet
that we have had to take some extraordinary
steps in order to shore up our financial system
and to deal with an unprecedented economic
crisis. And as a consequence, we’ve had to
spend a significant amount of money, both on
the Recovery Act to create and save jobs and to
lay the foundations for long-term sustainable
economic growth, also, in order to make sure
that the financial systems are strong enough to
start lending to businesses and communities so
that we can start creating jobs again. That was
the right thing to do, and the necessary thing to
do.

However, moving forward, we have an obli-
gation, as I talked about in my weekly radio ad-
dress—or Internet address now—to make sure
that this Government is as efficient as possible,

and that every taxpayer dollar that is spent is be-
ing spent wisely. Joe Bidenis doing an outstand-
ing job working with all the Cabinet members
to make sure that the Recovery Act is moving
out in—with unprecedented transparency and
effectiveness, and I’m very grateful to him and
his team for the work that’s being done there.

Many of the agencies have already taken
some extraordinary steps to consolidate,
streamline, and improve their practices. Just a
couple of examples: Veterans Affairs has can-
celed or delayed 26 conferences, saving nearly
$17.8 million, and they’re using less expensive
alternatives like videoconferencing. The USDA,
under Secretary Vilsack, is working to combine
a hundred and—1,500 employees from seven
office locations into a single facility in 2011,
which we estimate will save $62 million over a
15-year lease term. Janet Napolitano, at the De-
partment of Homeland Security, estimates that
they can save up to $52 million over 5 years just
by purchasing office supplies in bulk.

So there are a host of efficiencies that can be
gained without increasing our personnel or our
budget, but rather decreasing the amount of
money that’s spent on unnecessary things in or-
der to fund some of the critical initiatives that
we’ve all talked about. Obviously, Bob Gates
just came out with a historic budget proposal
with respect to the Pentagon, and we expect to
follow up with significant procurement reform
that’s going to make an enormous difference.
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So none of these savings by themselves are
going to solve our long-term fiscal problems,
but taken together they can make a difference,
and they send a signal that we are serious
about changing how government operates.

So one of the things that—messages that I
delivered today to all members of the Cabinet
was: As well as you’ve already done, you’re go-
ing to have to do more. I’m asking for all of
them to identify at least $100 million in addi-
tional cuts to their administrative budgets,
separate and apart from the work that Peter
Orszag and the rest of our team are doing to
go line by line with the budget and identify
programmatic cuts that need to be made. 

And in the next few weeks, we expect to cut
at least 100 current programs in the Federal
budget so that we can free up those dollars in
order to put them to use for critical areas like
health care, education, energy, our foreign
policy apparatus, which is so important.

So I’m very pleased about the work that
we’ve done. But we’ve got more to do. And
one of the things that everybody here is mind-
ful of is that as we move forward dealing with
this extraordinary economic crisis, we also
have a deficit, a confidence gap when it comes
to the American people. And we’ve got to earn
their trust. They’ve got to feel confident that
their dollars are being spent wisely. And I have

every confidence that the team that I’ve put
together is going to be able to deliver on that
efficiency and productivity in the weeks,
months, and years to come. 

Okay. Thank you, everybody. Thank you.

Federal Budget 

Q. A hundred million dollars, isn’t that a
drop in the bucket, sir?

The President. It is, and that’s what I just
said. None of these things alone are going to
make a difference. But cumulatively, they
make an extraordinary difference because they
start setting a tone. And so what we’re going to
do is line by line, page by page, $100 million
there, $100 million here, pretty soon, even in
Washington, it adds up to real money.

All right, thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:18 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary-designate of
Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebel-
ius; Secretary of Agriculture Thomas J. Vil-
sack; Secretary of Homeland Security Janet A.
Napolitano; and Peter R. Orszag, Director,
Office of Management and Budget. A portion
of these remarks could not be verified because
the audio was incomplete. 

Remarks at the Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Virginia
April 20, 2009

Well, thank you for the extraordinary wel-
come, and thanks for those of you who pre-
pared, from the CIA gift shop the T-shirts, the
caps, the water bottles. [Laughter] Michelle
and the girls will appreciate that very much.
[Laughter]

It is a great honor to be here with the men
and women of the CIA. I’ve been eager to
come out here to Langley for some time so I
can deliver a simple message to you in person
on behalf of the American people: Thank you.
Thank you for all the work that you do to pro-
tect the American people and the freedom
that we all cherish.

The CIA is fundamental to America’s na-
tional security. And I want you to know that

that’s why I nominated such an outstanding
public servant and close friend, Leon Panetta,
to lead the Agency. He is one of our Nation’s
finest public servants, he has my complete
confidence, and he is a strong voice in my na-
tional security team, as well as a strong advo-
cate for the men and women of the CIA.

I also benefit from the counsel of several
Agency veterans, chief among them, Steve
Kappes, who has stayed on to serve as Leon’s
Deputy, and he’s done outstanding work. I
have to add, just as an aside by the way, I just
met with a smaller group of about 50 so we
could have a dialog, and all of you look really
young. [Laughter] And so to have a gray-
beard—literally and figuratively—like Steve
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Kappes here, I think, is absolutely critical.
[Laughter] I also want you to know that we have
one of your own, John Brennan, who is doing a
terrific job as my adviser for counterterrorism
and homeland security. And we are very grate-
ful for the work that he does and the insights
that he brings from his long years of service
here at the CIA. And I’d be remiss if I didn’t
mention the extraordinary former CIA officer
and Director of Central Intelligence, Bob
Gates, who is also part of our Cabinet and every
once in a while gives me a few tips.

Let me share with you just a few thoughts
about the situation in which we find ourselves.
First, I want to underscore the importance of
the CIA. When the CIA was founded, you were
focused on one overarching threat, the Soviet
Union. And for decades, the CIA carried out a
critically important mission. And with the end
of the cold war, some wondered how important
the CIA would be to our future. Now we know.

Here in the 21st century, we’ve learned that
the CIA is more important than ever, for, as Le-
on mentioned, we face a wide range of uncon-
ventional challenges: stateless terrorist net-
works like Al Qaida, the spread of catastrophic
weapons, cyber threats, failed states, rogue re-
gimes, persistent conflict, and now we have to
add to our list, piracy.

The CIA is unique in the capabilities of col-
lection, analysis, and operation that you bring to
bear. So you are an indispensable tool, the tip of
the spear in America’s intelligence mission and
our national security. It is because of you that I
can make good decisions. You prove that the
key to good intelligence is not simply technolo-
gy; it’s the quality of the men and women who
have signed up to serve.

You’re on the frontlines against unconven-
tional challenges. You help us understand the
world as it is. You support the work of our
troops and our diplomats and law enforcement
officers. You disrupt terrorist plots, and you’re
critical to our efforts to destroy terrorist net-
works. You serve capably, courageously, and
from here in Virginia to dangerous outposts
around the globe, you make enormous sacrific-
es on our behalf. So you should be proud of
what you do.

Second, you need to know that you’ve got my
full support. For decades, the American people
have counted on you to protect them. I know
that I’ve come to personally count on your ser-
vices; I rely on your reporting and your analysis,
which finds its way onto my desk every single
day.

And I know you’ve got a tough job. I know
there’s no margin for error. And I know there
are endless demands for intelligence, and there
is an urgent necessity to collect and analyze in-
formation and to work seamlessly with other
agencies to act on it. And what makes it tougher
is when you succeed—as you so often do—that
success usually has to stay secret. So you don’t
get credit when things go good, but you sure get
some blame when things don’t. Now—[laugh-
ter]—I got a amen corner out here. [Laughter]

Now, in that context I know that the last few
days have been difficult. As I made clear in re-
leasing the OLC memos—as a consequence of
a court case that was pending and to which it
was very difficult for us to mount an effective
legal defense—I acted primarily because of the
exceptional circumstances that surrounded
these memos, particularly the fact that so much
of the information was public—had been pub-
licly acknowledged—the covert nature of the
information had been compromised.

I have fought to protect the integrity of clas-
sified information in the past, and I will do so in
the future. And there is nothing more impor-
tant than protecting the identities of CIA offi-
cers. So I need everybody to be clear: We will
protect your identities and your security as you
vigorously pursue your missions. I will be as vig-
orous in protecting you as you are vigorous in
protecting the American people.

Now, I have put an end to the interrogation
techniques described in those OLC memos,
and I want to be very clear and very blunt. I’ve
done so for a simple reason, because I believe
that our Nation is stronger and more secure
when we deploy the full measure of both our
power and the power of our values, including
the rule of law. I know I can count on you to do
exactly that.

There have been some conversations that
I’ve had with senior folks here at Langley in
which I think people have expressed
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understandable anxiety and concern. So I want
to make a point that I just made in the smaller
group. I understand that it’s hard when you
are asked to protect the American people
against people who have no scruples and
would willingly and gladly kill innocents. Al
Qaida is not constrained by a constitution.
Many of our adversaries are not constrained by
a belief in freedom of speech or
representation in court or rule of law. So I’m
sure that sometimes it seems as if that means
we’re operating with one hand tied behind our
back or that those who would argue for a
higher standard are naive. I understand that.
You know, I watch the cable shows once in a
while. [Laughter]

What makes the United States special, and
what makes you special, is precisely the fact
that we are willing to uphold our values and
our ideals even when it’s hard, not just when
it’s easy, even when we are afraid and under
threat, not just when it’s expedient to do so.
That’s what makes us different. So, yes, you’ve
got a harder job, and so do I. And that’s okay,
because that’s why we can take such extraordi-
nary pride in being Americans. And over the
long term, that is why I believe we will defeat
our enemies, because we’re on the better side
of history.

So don’t be discouraged by what’s hap-
pened in the last few weeks. Don’t be discour-
aged that we have to acknowledge, potentially,
we’ve made some mistakes. That’s how we
learn. But the fact that we are willing to ac-
knowledge them and then move forward, that
is precisely why I am proud to be President of
the United States, and that’s why you should
be proud to be members of the CIA. [Ap-
plause] All right.

Third point, I want you to know how much
the American people appreciate your service.
Sometimes it’s hard to acknowledge sacrifices
made by the people whose work or even iden-
tity must remain secret. And that’s part of the
enormous burden that you carry when you
sign up. You make extraordinary sacrifices giv-

ing up parts of your life in service to your
country. Many of you take long deployments
overseas. You miss seeing your families. You
miss weekend barbecues and the birthday par-
ties, watching your children grow up. You
can’t even exchange in the simplest pleasures
of talking about your job or complaining about
your job openly. [Laughter]

There are few signs of patriotism more pow-
erful than offering to serve out of the lime-
light. And so many of you have signed up to
serve after 9/11—that’s partly why you’re all so
young—fully aware of the dangers before you.
You serve courageously, but your courage is
only known to a few. You accomplish remark-
able things, but the credit you receive is the
private knowledge that you’ve done something
to secure this country. That’s a sacrifice that’s
carved into those marble walls. Those 89 stars
stand as a testament to both the men and
women of the CIA who gave their lives in ser-
vice to their country and to all who dedicate
themselves to the mission of this Agency.

Now we must look forward to the future
with confidence. All that you’ve achieved, I
believe that the CIA’s best days are still yet to
come. And you will have my support and ap-
preciation as you carry on this critical work.
We live in dangerous times. I am going to
need you more than ever, precisely because
we’re seeing changes in our foreign policy, and
we want to send a new message to the world.
That requires better intelligence, not less of it.
That means that we’re going to have to operate
smarter and more effectively than ever. So I’m
going to be relying on you, and the American
people are going to rely on you. And I hope
that you will continue to take extraordinary
pride in the challenges that come with the job.

Thank you very much. God bless you, and
God bless the United States of America. All
right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:41 p.m. at
CIA Headquarters.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With King Abdullah II of Jordan and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 21, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Take
your time, guys. We’re going to answer a few
questions.

First of all, I just want to welcome His Maj-
esty King Abdullah to the White House. This is
a first visit by a leader of an Arab state. In part,
it’s reciprocity for the extraordinary hospitality
that the King and Queen showed me when I
visited Jordan prior to the election, in which the
King personally drove me to the airport. And I
won’t tell you how fast he was going. [Laughter]

But more importantly, it’s representative of
his excellent leadership internationally as well
as a unmatched friendship with the United
States on a whole range of issues. I think that
King Abdullah represents a modern approach
to foreign policy making in the Middle East, a
approach that is able to see many different sides
of an issue, that is, obviously, constantly mindful
of Jordanian interests, but also seeks to resolve
issues and conflicts in a peaceful and respectful
fashion.

We are very pleased to have been able to
work so closely with his Government for many
years. It is a great friendship between two great
countries and two great peoples. And I am con-
fident that that friendship will only be strength-
ened.

Very briefly, we spoke, obviously, about a
Middle East peace process, my commitment as
well as his to moving that process forward with
some sense of urgency. We spoke about the
broader whole range of issues related to Iran
and Afghanistan, the issues of terrorism in the
region. We spoke about the impact that the eco-
nomic crisis may be having on both our coun-
tries and the need to promote effective interna-
tional cooperation around those issues. And I’m
confident that in the months and years to come
our partnership and our friendship will contin-
ue to grow. So I’m grateful to him for having
visited and look forward to seeing him back in
his own country sometime soon.

King Abdullah. Thank you. Mr. President,
again, thank you very much for this very kind
welcome. We had a wonderful meeting just re-

cently, and I believe it was a meeting of the
minds. We are both committed to bringing
peace and stability to our part of the world. The
President again reaffirming the need for a two-
state solution and to move both parties to good
negotiations as quickly as possible. He has the
full support of my country and the Arab League
on this issue. We believe that it is important for
all of us to keep our eyes on the prize, and the
prize is peace and stability, finally, for all the
people of our region.

I’d also like to extend a warm thanks on be-
half of many Arabs and Muslims that have really
had an outstanding response to the President’s
outreach to the Muslim Arab world. It has gone
down extremely well and really begins, I be-
lieve, a new page of mutual respect and mutual
understanding between cultures. And I will
continue to commit Jordan and myself to work-
ing with you, Mr. President. You have given us
hope for a bright future for all of us. And Amer-
ica can’t be left by itself to do all the heavy lift-
ing, so a group of countries, including Jordan,
will do all it’s can—we can to support you, Mr.
President, in your endeavors. And hopefully,
under your tremendous leadership we will final-
ly see peace and stability in our region.

President Obama. Thank you.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. President——
President Obama. Yes.
Q. Mr. President, you’ve raised a lot of posi-

tive signals and interest in your commitment to
peace and to a two-state solution. What other
actions will you be taking to bring about peace,
and when do you expect that action to happen?
And how does the Arab Peace Initiative feature
in such a plan?

President Obama. Well, first of all, we have
gone out of our way to complement the efforts
of those Arab States that were involved in
formulating the Arab Peace Initiative as a very
constructive start. And obviously, King
Abdullah has taken great steps to ensure that
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that sustains itself, in terms of Arab support,
even while we have seen a breakdown in
negotiations. And that’s a significant
achievement for which King Abdullah and
others deserve credit. So we want to continue
to encourage a commitment on the part of the
Arab States to the peace process.

I have assigned a special envoy, George
Mitchell, who is, you know, I think, as good of
a negotiator as there is, and somebody who
through assiduous work was able to accom-
plish or help achieve peace in Northern Ire-
land. We want that same perseverance and
sustained effort on this issue, and we’re going
to be actively engaged.

We have, obviously, seen the Israeli Gov-
ernment just form recently. Prime Minster
Netanyahu will be visiting the United States. I
expect to have meetings with him. I’ve had dis-
cussions with the Palestinian counterparts as
well as other Arab States around this issue.

My hope would be that over the next several
months, that you start seeing gestures of good
faith on all sides. I don’t want to get into the
details of what those gestures might be, but I
think that the parties in the region probably
have a pretty good recognition of what inter-
mediate steps could be taken as confidence-
building measures. And we will be doing ev-
erything we can to encourage those confi-
dence-building measures to take place.

Q. Can I follow up on this one, please?
President Obama. Okay, the—I actually

have a list, guys. I’m sorry. [Laughter] We’ve
got to be fair. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Asso-
ciated Press], you always get a question, so
you’re not getting one today.

Steve Collinson, AFP [Agence France-Pres-
se]. 

Q. Mr. President. 
President Obama. Go ahead, Steve.

Iran

Q. What are your—what is your comment
on the rhetoric yesterday from the Iranian
President directed towards Israel? And given
that kind of talk and the recent imprisonment
of the U.S.-Iranian journalist, do you think
that will make it more difficult for you to push
forward your diplomatic outreach to Iran?

President Obama. Well, sadly, the rhetoric
is not new. This is the kind of rhetoric that
we’ve come to expect from President Ahmadi-
nejad. When I said, during the course of the
campaign and repeated after the election, that
we were serious about engagement with Iran,
it was with no illusions. I was very clear that I
found many of the statements that President
Ahmadi-nejad made, particularly those direct-
ed at Israel, to be appalling and objectionable.

As I’ve also said before, Iran is a very com-
plicated country with a lot of different power
centers. The Supreme Leader, Khamenei, is
the person who exercises the most direct con-
trol over the policies of the Islamic Republic,
and we will continue to pursue the possibility
of improved relations and a resolution to some
of the critical issues in which there have been
differences, particularly around the nuclear is-
sue.

But there’s no doubt that the kind of rheto-
ric you saw from Ahmadi-nejad is not helpful;
in fact, it is harmful, not just with respect to
the possibility of U.S.-Iranian relations, but I
think it actually undermines Iranians’ position
in as the world as a whole. We weren’t at the
conference, and what you saw was a whole
host of other countries walking out and that
language being condoned by people who may
be more sympathetic to the long-term aspira-
tions of the Iranian people. So I think it actual-
ly hurts Iran’s position in the world.

But we are going to continue to take an ap-
proach that tough, direct diplomacy has to be
pursued without taking a whole host of other
options off the table.

Okay. Look, is there somebody you’d like to
call on? Go ahead.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. I just want to follow on the previous
question. You sent Senator Mitchell to the re-
gion to listen. Is he done with the listening
now and—because all the signals we have
from the Israeli Government basically that
they are not in favor of the two-state solution.
The opposition is strongly advocating that.

So I wanted to ask also His Majesty, Presi-
dent Obama said that there is positive ele-
ments within the Arab Peace Initiative, but he
530



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 21
didn’t say what he disagree about. Can you tell
us if you have noticed any tangible results, what
the disagreement with that, and can the Arab
Peace Initiative be the base now for a peace
process in the Middle East?

President Obama. Okay. Well, first of all, I
think it is very important to recognize that the
Israelis now have had a government for a few
weeks, and it was a very complicated process for
them to put a coalition together. So I think
more listening needs to be done. They are going
to have to formulate and, I think, solidify their
position. So George Mitchell will continue to
listen both to Arab partners, to the Palestinians,
as well as the Israelis.

But I agree that we can’t talk forever, that at
some point, steps have to be taken so that peo-
ple can see progress on the ground. And that
will be something that we will expect to take
place in the coming months, and we will help,
hopefully, to drive a process where each side is
willing to build confidence.

I am a strong supporter of a two-state solu-
tion. I have articulated that publically, and I will
articulate that privately. And I think that there
are a lot of Israelis who also believe in a two-
state solution. Unfortunately, right now what
we’ve seen, not just in Israel, but within the Pal-
estinian Territories, among the Arab States,
worldwide, is a profound cynicism about the
possibility of any progress being made whatso-
ever.

What we want to do is to step back from the
abyss, to say, as hard as it is, as difficult as it may
be, the prospect of peace still exists, but it’s go-
ing to require some hard choices, it’s going to
require resolution on the part of all the actors
involved, and it’s going to require that we create
some concrete steps that all parties can take
that are evidence of that resolution. And the
United States is going to deeply engage in this
process to see if we can make progress.

Now, ultimately, neither Jordan nor the
United States can do this for the Israelis and the
Palestinians. What we can do is create the con-
ditions and the atmosphere and provide the
help and assistance that facilitates an agree-
ment. Ultimately, they’ve got to make a deci-
sion that it is not in the interests of either the
Palestinian people or the Israelis to perpetuate

the kind of conflict that we’ve seen for decades
now, in which generations of Palestinian and Is-
raeli children are growing up insecure, in an at-
mosphere of hate. And my hope is, is that the
opportunity will be seized. But it’s going to take
some more work, and we are committed to do-
ing that work.

King Abdullah. I couldn’t have said it better
myself, Mr. President. I think we’re looking
now at the positives and not the negatives and
seeing how we can sequence events over the
next couple of months that allows Israelis and
Palestinians and Israelis and Arabs to sit around
the table and move this process forward.

President Obama. Good. Now, did I al-
ready—are one of you Nadia [Nadia Bilbassy
Charters, MBC TV]?

Q. That was me.
President Obama. That was you. Okay. Na-

dia, I was going to call on you anyway. The——
Q. Mr. President——
President Obama. Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC

News], you always get questions, so I’m going to
try somebody else.

Q. Mr. President——
President Obama. But I’d better give an

American—since—you know, so that we’re go-
ing back and forth. And Sheryl [Sheryl Gay
Stolberg, New York Times], you always get in,
so——

Q. I do not always—[laughter]——
President Obama. I’m just trying to see if

there’s anybody unusual. All right, you know
what, I’ll go back to Jennifer then, since she had
her hand up before Sheryl or Jake.

Terrorist Interrogation Procedures/Legal Action

Q. I appreciate it. I want to ask you about the
interrogation memos that you released last
week—two questions. You were clear about not
wanting to prosecute those who carried out the
instructions under this legal advice. Can you be
that clear about those who devised the policy?
And then quickly on a second matter, how do
you feel about investigations, whether spe-
cial—a special commission or something of that
nature on the Hill to go back and really look at
the issue?
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The President. Well, the—look, as I said be-
fore, this has been a difficult chapter in our
history and one of the tougher decisions that
I’ve had to make as President. On the one
hand, we have very real enemies out there.
And we rely on some very courageous people,
not just in our military but also in the Central
Intelligence Agency, to help protect the Amer-
ican people. And they have to make some very
difficult decisions because, as I mentioned
yesterday, they are confronted with an enemy
that doesn’t have scruples, that isn’t con-
strained by constitutions, aren’t constrained by
legal niceties. Having said that, the OLC
memos that were released reflected, in my
view, us losing our moral bearings. That’s why
I’ve discontinued those enhanced interroga-
tion programs.

For those who carried out some of these op-
erations within the four corners of legal opin-
ions or guidance that had been provided from
the White House, I do not think it’s appropri-
ate for them to be prosecuted. With respect to
those who formulated those legal decisions, I
would say that that is going to be more of a de-
cision for the Attorney General, within the pa-
rameters of various laws, and I don’t want to
prejudge that. I think that there are a host of
very complicated issues involved there.

As a general deal, I think that we should be
looking forward and not backwards. I do worry
about this getting so politicized that we cannot
function effectively and it hampers our ability
to carry out critical national security opera-
tions.

And so if and when there needs to be a fur-
ther accounting of what took place during this
period, I think for Congress to examine ways
that it can be done in a bipartisan fashion, out-
side of the typical hearing process that can
sometimes break down and break it entirely
along party lines—to the extent that there are
independent participants who are above re-
proach and have credibility, that would proba-
bly be a more sensible approach to take.

I’m not suggesting that that should be done,
but I’m saying, if you’ve got a choice, I think
it’s very important for the American people to
feel as if this is not being dealt with to provide
one side or another political advantage, but

rather is being done in order to learn some les-
sons so that we move forward in an effective
way.

And the last point I just want to emphasize,
as I said yesterday at the CIA when I visited,
what makes America special in my view is not
just our wealth and the dynamism of our econ-
omy and our extraordinary history and diversi-
ty. It’s that we are willing to uphold our ideals
even when they’re hard. And sometimes we
make mistakes because that’s the nature of hu-
man enterprise. But when we do make mis-
takes, then we are willing to go back and cor-
rect those mistakes and keep our eye on those
ideals and values that have been passed on
generation to generation.

And that is what has to continue to guide us
as we move forward. And I’m confident that
we will be able to move forward, protect the
American people effectively, and live up to our
values and ideals. And that’s not a matter of
being naive about how dangerous this world is.
As I said yesterday to some of the CIA officials
that I met with, I wake up every day thinking
about how to keep the American people safe,
and I go to bed every night worrying about
keeping the American people safe.

I’ve got a lot of other things on my plate.
I’ve got a big banking crisis, and I’ve got un-
employment numbers that are very high, and
we’ve got an auto industry that needs work.
There are a whole things—range of things that
during the day occupy me, but the thing that I
consider my most profound obligation is keep-
ing the American people safe. 

So I do not take these things lightly, and I
am not in any way under illusion about how
difficult the task is for those people who are on
the frontlines every day protecting the Ameri-
can people. So I wanted to communicate a
message yesterday to all those who over-
whelmingly do so in a lawful, dedicated fash-
ion that I have their back.

All right? Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Queen Rania of Jordan;
U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace
George J. Mitchell; Prime Minster Benjamin
532



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 21
Netanyahu of Israel; Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Hoseini-Khamenei and President Mahmud
Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; and Attorney General

Eric H. Holder, Jr. A reporter referred to jour-
nalist Roxana Saberi.

Remarks on Presenting the Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the United
States Naval Academy Midshipmen
April 21, 2009

Good afternoon, everybody. Please have a
seat. Well, welcome to the White House for
your sixth straight—[laughter]—Commander in
Chief Trophy. By now, you guys know your way
around here better than I do. [Laughter]

I want to thank everybody who is here. Obvi-
ously, we want to thank the superintendent,
Vice Admiral Jeffrey Fowler. Coach Ken, thank
you. We were just talking—he’s another local
boy from Hawaii. [Laughter] He’s 4 years
younger than me, but apparently we’ve got
some mutual friends.

Congratulations to the cocaptains, Clint and
Jarod, for your outstanding season. A few other
acknowledgements here, we’ve got Congress-
man Dutch Ruppersberger, where’s Dutch?
There he is right there. Good to see you. Con-
gressman Eric Massa—good to see you, Eric.
Congressman John Sarbanes, right here; we
have B.J. Penn, the Acting Secretary of the Na-
vy. Good to see you, sir.

And I want to extend a special welcome to
Lieutenant Commander Wesley Brown, class of
1949. There he is, right here. Please stand.
Wesley was the Academy’s first African Ameri-
can graduate. He served his country for 25
years. And the brand new, state-of-the-art Wes-
ley Brown Field House will ensure that class af-
ter class of Midshipmen know his legacy for de-
cades to come. So we are very proud of you, sir.
Thank you so much for your attendance here
today.

The Midshipmen, they’ve got a lot to be
proud of, as we know, six straight bowl games,
six consecutive wins over Air Force, most im-
portantly, seven straight wins over Army.
[Laughter] What can I—I’m not saying any-
thing. [Laughter]

You showed incredible perseverance against
Temple when you trailed by 20 with 9 minutes
to go, tied it, won it in overtime. You won an in-

credible upset over Wake Forest, even if they
got you back at the EagleBank Bowl. We won’t
talk about that. [Laughter] Often overshadowed
by your fearsome offense is the most improved
defense in the Nation.

And these seniors who are behind us should
especially be proud: four straight NCAA rush-
ing titles—team rushing titles, something no
team has ever done before, in 4 years, 33 wins,
and again, no losses to Army or Air Force.

I understand your unofficial motto is “No Ex-
cuses, Nobody Cares”—[laughter]. That is my
wife Michelle’s motto for me also. [Laughter]
But I know that’s what makes Navy football so
special; you suit up and you play each week
against some of the top teams in the country,
and you refuse to let that excuse you from tak-
ing the coursework or your military training se-
riously.

And that’s why I’m so proud of this team for
leading the NCAA in graduation rates for 4
straight years—the most important statistic of
the Midshipmen. In fact, I want to congratulate
the entire Navy athletic department, because,
as a whole, Navy athletics has led the Nation in
graduation rates 4 years in a row. And that’s an
extraordinarily, extraordinary accomplishment.

So I want to congratulate Coach Ken—as I
said, from my original home State, also the first
Samoan American head coach in the history of
Division I–A, just the third Navy coach since
World War II to have a winning record in his
first season.

Your starting quarterback is also Hawaiian.
Where is he? Kaipo—where is he? This guy
right here? [Laughter] I hear Kaipo is a pretty
easygoing guy. He doesn’t get rattled easily,
performs under pressure. That’s the Hawaiian
spirit. That’s how we roll. [Laughter]

I’ve been watching Mel Kiper getting ready
for this weekend’s NFL draft. Where is he?
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Mel? I understand that Eric Kettani—where is
Eric—right here? One of the top-rated full-
backs in the Nation, he’s a big guy. [Laughter]
Shun White and Tyree Barnes are serious pro
prospects as well. Where are they? These
guys? Okay, they look good also. [Laughter]

But, like all 32 seniors on this team, they’re
preparing to trade one proud uniform for an-
other, and that’s the United States of Ameri-
ca’s uniform. And even though all of you have
won 13 straight against the guys at West Point
and Colorado Springs, you’re all joining the
same team now.

Football, it’s said, makes boys into men. But
the Academy makes men and women into
leaders. And the bonds that you’ve built and
the lessons that you’ve learned on that field
and in your 4 years by the Bay have prepared
you to join and lead the finest fighting force in
the history of the world.

I want all of you to know that I have no
greater honor or greater responsibility than
serving as your Commander in Chief. I’m
proud of you. And I promise you this: From
the minute you put on that uniform to the
minute you take it off, and for all the days of
your life, this country will stand behind you
and will be there for you, because we know
that you will be there for us.

So God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Let’s—let’s give me a hel-
met.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:01 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ken Niumatalolo, head
football coach, Clint Sovie and Jarod Bryant,
cocaptains, Kaipo-Noa Kaheaku-Enhada,
quarterback, Eric Kettani, fullback, Shun
White, slot back, and Tyree Barnes, wide re-
ceiver, U.S. Naval Academy football team; and
Mel Kiper, Jr., football analyst, ESPN.

Remarks on Signing the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act
April 21, 2009

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you.
Well, what an extraordinary day. It is good to
be here with all of you. 

I want to, first of all, thank President Bill
Clinton for joining us here today—where’s
President Clinton?—[applause]—for his life-
time of service to our country, but also the fact
that he created AmeriCorps, and that not only
made this day possible, it has directly enlisted
more than half a million Americans in service
to their country, service that has touched the
lives of millions more.

Now, it just so happens that one of those
people who have been touched by Ameri-
Corps was FLOTUS, otherwise known as First
Lady of the United States—[laughter]—Mi-
chelle Obama, who ran a AmeriCorps-spon-
sored program, Public Allies, in Chicago. 

I also want to thank former First Lady Ro-
salynn Carter for being here—[applause]—for
her advocacy on behalf of those with mental
illness, and for her husband’s continued good
works that inspire us all. I am thrilled to have

Caroline Kennedy here—[applause]—for car-
rying on her family’s long legacy of service.

To my congressional colleagues who did
such a fantastic job on a bipartisan basis usher-
ing this through, starting with the two leaders
of the House and the Senate, Nancy Pelosi
and Harry Reid, I’m grateful to them, and ob-
viously, to Barbara Mikulski and Orrin Hatch,
George Miller, the entire delegation who
helped to shepherd this through. Please give
them a huge round of applause. 

To my outstanding Vice President, Joe
Biden; to Dr. Jill Biden; a couple of outstand-
ing public servants in their own right, please, a
warm welcome for General Colin Powell and
his wonderful wife, Alma; for the outstanding
mayor of the New York City, Michael Bloom-
berg; and I’ve got to give some special props to
my fellow Illinoisan, a great friend, Dick
Durbin. 

Finally, and I know that I’ve got some pre-
pared remarks, but I just want to go ahead and
say it now. There are very few people who
have touched the life of this Nation in the
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same breadth and the same order of magnitude
than the person who is seated right behind me.
And so this is just an extraordinary day for him.
And I am truly grateful and honored to call him
a friend, a colleague, and one of the finest lead-
ers we’ve ever had, Ted Kennedy. 

All right. I want to thank the students and the
faculty of the SEED School—[applause]—our
hosts for today, and their headmaster, Charles
Adams. Where’s Mr. Adams? Is he here? A
shining example of how AmeriCorps alums go
on to do great things. This school is a true suc-
cess story, a place where for 4 of the last 5 years,
every graduate from the SEED School was ad-
mitted to college, every graduate.

It’s a place where service is a core compo-
nent of the curriculum. And just as the SEED
School teaches reading and writing, arithmetic
and athletics, it also prepares our young Ameri-
cans to grow into active and engaged citizens.
And what these students come to discover
through service is that by befriending a senior
citizen, or helping the homeless, or easing the
suffering of others, they can find a sense of pur-
pose and renew their commitment to this coun-
try that we love.

And that is the spirit in which we gather to-
day, as I sign into law a bill that represents the
boldest expansion of opportunities to serve our
communities and our country since the creation
of AmeriCorps, a piece of legislation named for
a man who has not only touched countless lives,
but who still sails against the wind, a man who’s
never stopped asking what he can do for his
country, and that’s Senator Edward M. Kenne-
dy. 

In my Address to a joint session of Congress
in February, I asked for swift passage of this
legislation, and these folks on the stage came
through. So, again, I want to thank wide biparti-
san majorities in the House and the Senate who
came together to pass this bill, especially Barba-
ra Mikulski, Mike Enzi, Chris Dodd, John Mc-
Cain, who’s not here, Thad Cochran, as well as,
on the House side, Representatives Miller and
Carolyn McCarthy, Buck McKeon and Howard
Berman.

More than anyone else, the new era of ser-
vice we enter in today has been made possible
by the unlikely friendship between these two

men, Orrin Hatch and Ted Kennedy. They may
be the odd couple of the Senate. [Laughter]
One is a conservative Republican from Utah;
the other is, well, Ted Kennedy. [Laughter] But
time and again, they placed partnership over
partisanship to advance this Nation even in
times when we were told that wasn’t possible.

Senator Hatch was shaped by his experience
as a young missionary serving others, a period
he has called the greatest of his life. And last
year he approached Senator Kennedy to share
his ideas about service. Out of that conversation
came this legislation. And last month, at Sena-
tor Hatch’s selfless request, the Senate unani-
mously chose to name this bill after his dear
friend, Ted. That’s the kind of class act that Or-
rin Hatch is.

Now, Ted’s story, and the story of his family,
is known to all. It’s a story of service. And it’s al-
so the story of America, of hard work and sacri-
fice of generation after generation, some called
upon to give more than others, but each com-
mitted to the idea that we can make tomorrow
better than today. I wouldn’t be standing here
today if not for the service of others or for the
purpose that service gave my own life. 

I’ve told this story before. When I moved to
Chicago more than two decades ago to become
a community organizer, I wasn’t sure what was
waiting for me there, but I had always been in-
spired by the stories of the civil rights move-
ment, and President Kennedy’s call to service,
and I knew I wanted to do my part to advance
the cause of justice and equality. 

And it wasn’t easy, but eventually, over time,
working with leaders from all across these com-
munities, we began to make a difference in
neighborhoods that had been devastated by
steel plants that had closed down and jobs that
had dried up. We began to see a real impact in
people’s lives. And I came to realize I wasn’t
just helping people, I was receiving something
in return, because through service I found a
community that embraced me, citizenship that
was meaningful, the direction that I had been
seeking. I discovered how my own improbable
story fit into the larger story of America.

It’s the same spirit of service I’ve seen across
this country. I’ve met countless people of all ag-
es and walks of life who want nothing more than
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to do their part. I’ve seen a rising generation of
young people work and volunteer and turn out
in record numbers. They’re a generation that
came of age amidst the horrors of 9/11 and Ka-
trina, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, an eco-
nomic crisis without precedent. And yet, de-
spite all this—or more likely because of
it—they’ve become a generation of activists
possessed with that most American of ideas,
that people who love their country can change
it.

They’re why the Peace Corps has three ap-
plications for every position available last year;
why 35,000 young people applied for only
4,000 slots in Teach for America; why Ameri-
Corps has seen a 400-percent increase in ap-
plications in just the past 4 months. And yet,
even as so many want to serve, even as so
many are struggling, our economic crisis has
forced our charities and non-for-profits to cut
back.

What this legislation does, then, is to help
harness this patriotism and connect deeds to
needs. It creates opportunities to serve for stu-
dents, seniors, and everyone in between. It
supports innovation and strengthens the non-
profit sector. And it is just the beginning of a
sustained, collaborative, and focused effort to
involve our greatest resource, our citizens, in
the work of remaking this Nation.

We’re doing this because I’ve always be-
lieved that the answer to our challenges can-
not come from government alone. Our Gov-
ernment can help to rebuild our economy and
lift up our schools and reform health care sys-
tems and make sure our soldiers and veterans
have everything they need, but we need Amer-
icans willing to mentor our eager young chil-
dren, or care for the sick, or ease the strains of
deployment on our military families.

And that’s why this bill will expand Ameri-
Corps from 75,000 slots today to 250,000 in
less than a decade. And it’s not just for freshly
minted college grads. As I said, my wife Mi-
chelle left her job at a law firm to be the
founding director of an AmeriCorps program
in Chicago that trains young people for careers
in public service. And Michelle can tell you

the transformation that occurred in her life as
a consequence of being able to follow her pas-
sions, follow her dreams.

Programs like these are a force multiplier;
they leverage small numbers of members into
thousands of volunteers. And we will focus
their service toward solving today’s most press-
ing challenges: clean energy, energy efficien-
cy, health care, education, economic opportu-
nity, veterans, and military families.

We’ll invest in ideas that help us meet our
common challenges, no matter where those
ideas come from. All across America, there are
ideas that could benefit millions of Americans
if only they were given a chance to take root
and to grow, ideas like the one that Eric Adler
and Raj Vinnakota had that led to this school
and expanded its model to others.

That’s why this bill includes a new Social In-
novation Fund that will bring nonprofits and
foundations and faith-based organizations and
the private sector to the table with Govern-
ment so that we can learn from one another’s
success stories. We’ll invest in ideas that work,
leverage private-sector dollars to encourage
innovation, expand successful programs to
scale and make them work in cities across
America.

Because we must prepare our young Ameri-
cans to grow into active citizens, this bill
makes new investments in service learning.
And we’ve increased the AmeriCorps educa-
tion award and linked it to Pell grant award
levels, another step toward our goal of ensur-
ing that every American receives an affordable
college education. Because millions of Ameri-
cans are out of school and out of work, it cre-
ates an energy corps that will help people find
useful work and gain skills in a growing indus-
try of the future. Because our boomers are the
most highly educated generation in history
and our seniors live longer and more active
lives than ever before, this bill offers new
pathways to harness their talent and experi-
ence to serve others. And because this historic
expansion of the Corporation for National and
Community Service requires someone with
both bold vision and responsible management
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experience, I have chosen Mary [Maria]* Ei-
tel—where’s Mary? There she is, stand up,
Mary—as its new CEO. The founder and first
president of the Nike Foundation, Maria is a
smart and innovative thinker, and a leader who
shares my belief in the power of service. And I
also wanted to thank the Acting CEO, Nicky
Goren—where’s Nicky?—for guiding the cor-
poration through this transition. 

A week from tomorrow marks the 100th day
of my administration. In those next 8 days, I ask
every American to make an enduring commit-
ment to serving your community and your
country in whatever way you can. Visit white-
house.gov to share your stories of service and
success. And together, we will measure our
progress not just in the number of hours served
or volunteers mobilized, but in the impact our
efforts have on the life of this Nation.

We’re getting started right away. This after-
noon, I’ll be joined by President Clinton and
Michelle and Joe Biden and Dr. Biden to plant
trees in a park not far from here. It’s as simple
as that. All that’s required on your part is a will-
ingness to make a difference. And that is, after
all, the beauty of service. Anybody can do it.
You don’t need to be a community organizer, or
a Senator, or a Kennedy—[laughter]—or even a
President to bring change to people’s lives.

When Ted Kennedy makes this point, he also
tells a story as elegantly simple as it is profound.
An old man walking along a beach at dawn saw
a young man pick up a starfish and throwing
them out to sea. “Why are you doing that?” the
old man inquired. The young man explained
that the starfish had been stranded on the
beach by a receding tide and would soon die in
the daytime sun. “But the beach goes on for
miles,” the old man said. “And there are so
many. How can your effort make any differ-
ence?” The young man looked at the starfish in
his hand, and without hesitating, threw it to
safety in the sea. He looked up at the old man,
smiled, and said: “It will make a difference to
that one.” [Laughter]

To Ted, that’s more than just a story. For
even in the midst of his epic fights on the floor

of the Senate to enact sweeping change, he’s
made a quiet trek to a school not far from the
Capitol, week after week, year after year, with-
out cameras or fanfare, to sit down and read
with one solitary child.

Ted Kennedy is that young man who will not
rest until we’ve made a difference in the life of
every American. He walks down that beach,
and he keeps on picking up starfish, tossing
them into the sea. And as I sign this legislation,
I want all Americans to take up that spirit of the
man for whom this bill is named, of a President
who sent us to the Moon, of a dreamer who al-
ways asked “Why not?,” of a younger generation
that carries the torch of a single family that has
made an immeasurable difference in the lives of
countless families.

We need your service right now, at this mo-
ment in history. I’m not going to tell you what
your role should be; that’s for you to discover.
But I’m asking you to stand up and play your
part. I’m asking you to help change history’s
course, put your shoulder up against the wheel.
And if I—if you do, I promise you, your life will
be richer, our country will be stronger, and
someday, years from now, you may remember it
as the moment when your own story and the
American story converged, when they came to-
gether, and we met the challenges of our new
century.

Thank you very much, everybody. I’m going
to go sign this bill.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

All right, everybody, this bill has been signed.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:56 p.m. at the
SEED School of Washington, DC. In his re-
marks, he referred to Caroline B. Kennedy, au-
thor and daughter of former President John F.
Kennedy; former Secretary of State Colin L.
Powell; and Eric Alder and Rajiv Vinnakota, co-
founders and managing directors, SEED Foun-
dation. H.R. 1388, approved April 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–13.

 * White House correction.
537



Apr. 21 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of
China
April 21, 2009 

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of section
1512 of the Strom Thurmond National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999
(Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify to the
Congress that the export of one continuous
mixer to be used to manufacture conductive
polymer compounds to be further processed
to make circuit protection devices, one jet mill
to be used for particle size reduction of pig-
ments and other powder products for cosmetic
formulations, and one filament winding cell to

be used to manufacture fiberglass assembly
shelter poles for use in tents and shelters is not
detrimental to the U.S. space launch industry,
and that the material and equipment, includ-
ing any indirect technical benefit that could be
derived from these exports, will not measur-
ably improve the missile or space launch capa-
bilities of the People’s Republic of China.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
April 21, 2009.

Remarks at Trinity Structural Towers Manufacturing Plant in Newton, Iowa
April 22, 2009

Thank you so much. Thank you, Rich, for
the great introduction. Thank you very much.
Please, everybody have a seat.

It is good to be back in Newton, and it’s a
privilege to be here at Trinity Structural Tow-
ers. I’ve got a couple of special thank yous that
I want to make, because I’ve got a lot of old
friends, not old in years, but been friends for a
long time now. First of all, your outstanding
Governor, Chet Culver, please give him a big
round of applause. His wonderful wife, Mari, I
see over here. She’s not on the card, but—[ap-
plause]. My outstanding Secretary of Agricul-
ture, who I plucked from Iowa, Tom Vilsack,
and his wonderful wife Christie Vilsack. We’ve
got the attorney general of Iowa, one of my co-
chairs when I ran in the Iowa caucus and no-
body could pronounce my name, Tom Miller;
my other cochair, Mike Fitzgerald, treasurer
of Iowa. We got the Iowa Secretary of State,
Mike Mauro—there he is. We’ve got your out-
standing Member of Congress who’s working
hard for Newton all the time, Leonard Bo-
swell; and your own pride of Newton, Mayor
Chaz Allen. There he is, back there. It’s good
to see you again, Chaz.

It is terrific to be here, and by the way, I’ve
got a whole bunch of folks here who were ac-

tive in the campaign, and precinct captains.
And I just want to thank all of them for show-
ing up, and to all the great workers who are
here at this plant, thank you.

I just had a terrific tour of the facility led by
several of the workers and managers who op-
erate this plant. It wasn’t too long ago, as Rich
said, that Maytag closed its operations in New-
ton. And hundreds of jobs were lost. These
floors were dark and silent. The only signs of a
once thriving enterprise were the cement
markings where the equipment had been be-
fore they were boxed up and carted away.

Look at what we see here today. This facility
is alive again with new industry. This commu-
nity is still going through some tough times. If
you talk to your neighbors and friends, I know
they—the community still hasn’t fully recov-
ered from the loss of Maytag. Not everybody’s
been rehired. But more than 100 people will
now be employed at this plant, maybe more, if
we keep on moving. Many of the same folks
who had lost their jobs when Maytag shut its
doors now are finding once again their ability
to make great products.

Now, obviously, things aren’t exactly the
same as they were with Maytag, because now
you’re using the materials behind me to build
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towers to support some of the most advanced
wind turbines in the world. When completed,
these structures will hold up blades that can
generate as much as 2.5 megawatts of electrici-
ty, enough energy to power hundreds of homes.
At Trinity, you are helping to lead the next en-
ergy revolution. But you’re also heirs to the last
energy revolution.

Think about it: Roughly a century and a half
ago, in the late 1950s [1850s],* the Seneca Oil
Company hired an unemployed train conductor
named Edwin Drake to investigate the oil
springs of Titusville, Pennsylvania. Around this
time, oil was literally bubbling up from the
ground, but nobody knew what to do with it. It
had limited economic value and often all it did
was ruin crops or pollute drinking water.

Now, people were starting to refine oil for
use as fuel. Collecting oil remained time con-
suming, though, and it was back-breaking, and
it was costly. It wasn’t efficient, as workers har-
vested what they could find in the shallow
ground, they’d literally scoop it up. But Edwin
Drake had a plan. He purchased a steam en-
gine, and he built a derrick, and he began to
drill.

And months passed, and progress was slow.
The team managed to drill into the bedrock just
a few feet each day. And crowds gathered, and
they mocked Mr. Drake. They thought him and
the other diggers were foolish. The well that
they were digging even earned the nickname,
“Drake’s Folly.” But Drake wouldn’t give up.
And he had an advantage: total desperation. It
had to work. And then one day, it finally did.

One morning, the team returned to the creek
to see crude oil rising up from beneath the sur-
face. And soon, Drake’s well was producing
what was then an astonishing amount of oil,
perhaps 10, 20 barrels every day. And then
speculators followed, and they built similar rigs
as far as the eye could see. In the next decade,
the area would produce tens of millions of bar-
rels of oil. And as the industry grew, so did the
ingenuity of those who sought to profit from it,
as competitors developed new techniques to
drill and transport oil to drive down costs and

gain a competitive advantage in the market-
place.

Now, our history is filled with such stories,
stories of daring talent, of dedication to an idea
even when the odds are great, of the unshake-
able belief that in America, all things are possi-
ble. And this has been especially true in energy
production. From the first commercially viable
steamboat developed by Robert Fulton to the
first modern solar cell developed at Bell Labs,
from the experiments of Benjamin Franklin to
harness the energy of lightning to the experi-
ments of Enrico Fermi to harness the power
contained in the atom, America has always led
the world in producing and harnessing new
forms of energy.

But just as we’ve led the global economy in
developing new sources of energy, we’ve also
led in consuming energy. While we make up
less than 5 percent of the world’s population,
we produce roughly a quarter of the world’s de-
mand for oil.

And this appetite comes now at a tremen-
dous cost to our economy. It’s the cost mea-
sured by our trade deficit. Twenty percent of
what we spend on imports is the price of our oil
imports. We send billions of dollars overseas to
oil-exporting nations, and I think all of you
know many of them are not our friends. It’s the
same costs attributable to our vulnerability, to
the volatility of oil markets. Every time the
world oil market goes up, you’re getting stuck at
the pump. It’s the cost we feel in shifting weath-
er patterns that are already causing record-
breaking droughts, unprecedented wildfires,
more intense storms.

It’s a cost we’ve known ever since the gas
shortages of the 1970s. And yet, for more than
30 years, too little’s been done about it. There’s
a lot of talk of action when oil prices skyrocket
like they did last summer and everybody says
we got to do something about energy indepen-
dence, but then it slips from the radar when oil
prices start falling like they have recently. So we
shift from shock to indifference time and again,
year after year. 

We can’t afford that approach anymore, not
when the cost for our economy, for our country,

 * White House correction.
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and for our planet is so high. So on this Earth
Day, it is time for us to lay a new foundation
for economic growth by beginning a new era
of energy exploration in America. That’s why
I’m here.

Now, the choice we face is not between sav-
ing our environment and saving our economy.
The choice we face is between prosperity and
decline. We can remain the world’s leading
importer of oil, or we can become the world’s
leading exporter of clean energy. We can allow
climate change to wreak unnatural havoc
across the landscape, or we can create jobs
working to prevent its worst effects. We can
hand over the jobs of the 21st century to our
competitors, or we can confront what coun-
tries in Europe and Asia have already recog-
nized as both a challenge and an opportunity.
The nation that leads the world in creating
new energy sources will be the nation that
leads the 21st century global economy.

America can be that nation. America must
be that nation. And while we seek new forms
of fuel to power our homes and cars and busi-
nesses, we will rely on the same ingenuity, the
same American spirit, that has always been a
part of our American story.

Now, this will not be easy. There aren’t any
silver bullets. There’s no magic energy source
right now. Maybe some kid in a lab some-
where is figuring it out. Twenty years from
now, there may be an entirely new energy
source that we don’t yet know about. But right
now, there’s no silver bullet. It’s going to take
a variety of energy sources, pursued through a
variety of policies, to drastically reduce our de-
pendence on oil and fossil fuels. As I’ve often
said, in the short term, as we transition to re-
newable energy, we can and should increase
our domestic production of oil and natural gas.
We’re not going to transform our economy
overnight. We still need more oil; we still need
more gas. If we’ve got some here in the United
States that we can use, we should find it and
do so in an environmentally sustainable way.
We also need to find safer ways to use nuclear
power and store nuclear waste.

But the bulk of our efforts must focus on
unleashing a new, clean energy economy that
will begin to reduce our dependence on for-

eign oil, will cut our carbon pollution by about
80 percent by 2050, and create millions of new
jobs right here in America, right here in New-
ton. 

My administration has already taken un-
precedented action towards this goal. It’s work
that begins with the simplest, fastest, most ef-
fective way we have to make our economy
cleaner, and that is to make our economy more
energy efficient. California has shown that it
can be done. While electricity consumption
grew 50 percent in this country over the last
three decades, in California, it remained flat.

Think about this. I want everybody to think
about this. Over the last several decades, the
rest of the country, we used 50 percent more
energy; California remained flat, used the
same amount, even though that they were
growing just as fast as the rest of the country,
because they were more energy efficient. They
put in some good policy early on that assured
that they weren’t wasting energy. Now, if Cali-
fornia can do it, then the whole country can do
it. Iowa can do it.

Through the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, we’ve begun to modernize 75
percent of all Federal building space, which
has the potential to reduce long-term energy
costs just in Federal buildings by billions of
dollars on behalf of taxpayers. We’re providing
grants to States to help weatherize hundreds
of thousands of homes, which will save the
families that benefit about $350 each year.
That’s like a $350 tax cut.

Consumers are also eligible as part of the
Recovery Act for up to $1,500 in tax credits to
purchase more efficient cooling and heating
systems, insulation, and windows in order to
reduce their energy bills. And I’ve issued a
memorandum to the Department of Energy to
implement more aggressive efficiency stan-
dards for common household appliances, like
dishwashers and refrigerators. We actually
have made so much progress, just on some-
thing as simple as refrigerators, that you have
seen refrigerators today many times more effi-
cient than they were back in 1974. We save
huge amounts of energy, if we upgrade those
appliances. Through this—through these
steps, over the next three decades, we will save
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twice the amount of energy produced by all the
coal-fired power plants in America in any given
year.

We’re already seeing reports from across the
country of how this is beginning to create jobs,
because local governments and businesses rush
to hire folks to do the work of building and in-
stalling these energy efficient products. And
these steps will spur job creation and innovation
as more Americans make purchases that place a
premium on reducing energy consumption.
Business across the country will join the compe-
tition, developing new products, seeking new
consumers.

In the end, the sum total of choices made by
consumers and companies in response to our
recovery plan will mean less pollution in our air
and water. It’ll reduce costs for families and
businesses—money in your pocket, and it will
lower our overall reliance on fossil fuels, which
disrupt our environment and endanger our chil-
dren’s future.

So that’s step number one: energy efficiency.
That’s the low-hanging fruit. But energy effi-
ciency can only take us part of the way. Even as
we’re conserving energy, we need to change the
way we produce energy.

Today, America produces less than 3 percent
of our electricity through renewable sources
like wind and solar, less than 3 percent. Now, in
comparison, Denmark produces almost 20 per-
cent of their electricity through wind power.
We pioneered solar technology, but we’ve fallen
behind countries like Germany and Japan in
generating it, even though we’ve got more sun
than either country. I don’t accept this is the
way it has to be. When it comes to renewable
energy, I don’t think we should be followers, I
think it’s time for us to lead.

We are now poised to do exactly that. Ac-
cording to some estimates, last year, 40 percent
of all new generating capacity in our country
came from wind. In Iowa, you know what this
means. This State is second only to Texas in in-
stalled wind capacity, which more than doubled
last year alone. The result: Once shuttered fac-
tories are whirring back to life right here at
Trinity. At TPI Composites, where more than
300 workers are manufacturing turbine blades,
same thing. Elsewhere in this State and across

America—in 2000, energy technology repre-
sented just one half of one percent of all ven-
ture capital investments. Today, it’s more than
10 percent.

The recovery plan seeks to build on this
progress and encourage even faster growth.
We’re providing incentives to double our Na-
tion’s capacity to generate renewable energy
over the next few years, extending the produc-
tion tax credit, providing loan guarantees, offer-
ing grants to spur investment in new sources of
renewable fuel and electricity. My budget also
invests $15 billion each year for 10 years to de-
velop clean energy including wind power and
solar power, geothermal energy, and clean coal
technology.

And today I’m announcing that my adminis-
tration is taking another historic step. Through
the Department of Interior, we are establishing
a program to authorize, for the very first time,
the leasing of Federal waters for projects to
generate electricity from wind, as well as from
ocean currents and other renewable sources.
And this will open the door to major invest-
ments in offshore clean energy. For example,
there is enormous interest in wind projects off
the coasts of New Jersey and Delaware, and to-
day’s announcement will enable these projects
to move forward.

It’s estimated that if we fully pursue our po-
tential for wind energy on land and offshore,
wind can generate as much as 20 percent of our
electricity by 2030 and create a quarter-million
jobs in the process, 250,000 jobs in the process,
jobs that pay well and provide good benefits.
It’s a win-win: It’s good for the environment; it’s
great for the economy.

Even as we pursue renewable energy from
the wind and the Sun and other sources, we also
need a smarter, stronger electricity grid—some
of you have been hearing about this, this smart
grid—a grid that can carry energy from one end
of this country to the other. So when you guys
are building these amazing towers and the
turbines are going up and they’re producing
energy, we’ve got to make sure that energy
produced in Iowa can get to Chicago, energy
produced in North Dakota can get to
Milwaukee. That’s why we’re making an $11
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billion investment through the recovery plan
to modernize the way we distribute electricity.

And as we’re taking unprecedented steps to
save energy and generate new kinds of energy
for our homes and businesses, we need to do
the same for our cars and trucks. Right now,
two of America’s iconic automakers are con-
sidering their future. They’re facing difficult
challenges—I’m talking about Chrysler and
GM. But one thing we know is that for auto-
makers to succeed in the future, these compa-
nies need to build the cars of the future, they
can’t build the cars of the past. Yet, for de-
cades, fuel economy and fuel economy stan-
dards have stagnated, leaving American con-
sumers vulnerable to the ebb and flow of gas
prices. When gas prices spike up like they did
last summer, suddenly the market for Ameri-
can cars plummets, because we build SUVs.
That’s it. It leaves the American economy ever
more dependent on the supply of foreign oil.

We have to create the incentives for compa-
nies to develop the next generation of clean
energy vehicles, and for Americans to drive
them, particularly as the U.S. auto industry
moves forward on a historic restructuring that
can position it for a more prosperous future.
And that’s why my administration has begun to
put in place higher fuel economy standards for
the first time since the mid-1980s, so our cars
will get better mileage, saving drivers money,
spurring companies to develop more innova-
tive products. The Recovery Act also includes
$2 billion in competitive grants to develop the
next generation of batteries for plug-in hy-
brids. We’re planning to buy 17,600 Ameri-
can-made, fuel-efficient cars and trucks for the
Government fleet. And today, Vice President
Biden is announcing a Clean Cities grant pro-
gram through the Recovery Act to help State
and local governments purchase clean energy
vehicles too.

We can clean up our environment and put
people back to work in a strong U.S. auto in-
dustry, but we’ve got to have some imagination
and we’ve got to be bold. We can’t be looking
backwards; we’ve got to look forward.

My budget’s also making unprecedented in-
vestments in mass transit, high-speed rail, and
in our highway system to reduce the conges-

tion that wastes money and time and energy.
We need to connect Des Moines to Chicago
with high-speed rail, all across the Midwest.
That way you don’t have to take off your shoes
when you want to go visit Chicago going
through the airport.

My budget also invests in advanced biofuels
and ethanol, which, as I’ve said, is an impor-
tant transitional fuel to help us end our depen-
dence on foreign oil while moving towards
clean, homegrown sources of energy.

And while we’re creating the incentives for
companies to develop these technologies,
we’re also creating incentives for consumers to
adapt to these new technologies. So the Re-
covery Act includes a new credit—new tax
credit for up to $7,500 to encourage Ameri-
cans to buy more fuel-efficient cars and trucks.
So if you guys are in the market to buy a car or
truck, check out that tax credit.

In addition, innovation depends on innova-
tors doing the research and testing the ideas
that might not pay off in the short run—some
of them will be dead-ends, won’t pay off at
all—but when taken together, hold incredible
potential over the long term. And that’s why
my recovery plan includes the largest invest-
ment in basic research funding in American
history. And my budget includes a 10-year
commitment to make the research and experi-
mentation tax credit permanent. That’s a tax
credit that returns $2 to the economy for every
dollar we spend. That young guy in the garage
designing a new engine or a new battery, that
computer scientist who’s imagining a new way
of thinking about energy, we need to fund
them now, fund them early, because that’s
what America has always been about, technol-
ogy and innovation.

And this is only the beginning. My adminis-
tration will be pursuing comprehensive legisla-
tion to move towards energy independence
and prevent the worst consequences of cli-
mate change, while creating the incentives to
make clean energy the profitable kind of ener-
gy in America.

Now, there’s been some debate about this
whole climate change issue. But it’s serious. It
could be a problem. It could end up having an
impact on farmers like Rich. If you’re starting
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to see temperatures grow—rise 1, 2, 3 percent,
have a profound impact on our lives. And the
fact is, we place limits on pollutants like sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen dioxide and other harmful
emissions. But we haven’t placed any limits on
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. It’s
what’s called the carbon loophole.

Now, last week, in response to a mandate
from the United States Supreme Court, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency determined that
carbon dioxide and other tailpipe emissions are
harmful to the health and well-being of our
people. So there’s no question that we have to
regulate carbon pollution in some way; the only
question is how we do it.

I believe the best way to do it is through leg-
islation that places a market-based cap on these
kinds of emissions. And today key members of
my administration are testifying in Congress on
a bill that seeks to enact exactly this kind of
market-based approach. My hope is that this
will be the vehicle through which we put this
policy in effect.

And here’s how a market-based cap would
work: We’d set a cap, a ceiling, on all the carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases that our
economy is allowed to produce in total, combin-
ing the emissions from cars and trucks, coal-
fired power plants, energy-intensive industries,
all sources.

And by setting an overall cap, carbon pollu-
tion becomes like a commodity. It places a val-
ue on a limited resource, and that is the ability
to pollute. And to determine that value, just like
any other traded commodity, we’d create a mar-
ket where companies could buy and sell the
right to produce a certain amount of carbon
pollution. And in this way, every company can
determine for itself whether it makes sense to
spend the money to become cleaner or more ef-
ficient, or to spend the money on a certain
amount of allowable pollution.

Over time, as the cap on greenhouse gases is
lowered, the commodity becomes scarcer, and
the price goes up. And year by year, companies
and consumers would have greater incentive to
invest in clean energy and energy efficiency as
the price of the status quo becomes more ex-
pensive.

What this does is it makes wind power more
economical, makes solar power more economi-
cal. Clean energy all becomes more economical.
And by closing the carbon loophole through this
kind of market-based cap, we can address in a
systematic way all the facets of the energy crisis.
We lower our dependence on foreign oil, we re-
duce our use of fossil fuels, we promote new in-
dustries right here in America. We set up the
right incentives so that everybody is moving in
the same direction towards energy indepen-
dence. 

And as we pursue solutions through the pub-
lic and private sectors, we also need to remem-
ber that every American has a role to play. This
is not just a job for government. You know,
some of you may remember, during the cam-
paign, when gas was real high, I suggested dur-
ing the campaign that one small step Americans
could take would be to keep their tires inflated.
Do you remember that? Everybody teased me.
They said, “Oh, look, look, that’s Obama’s ener-
gy policy.” My opponent sent around tire gaug-
es. But I tell you what, it turns out that saves
you an awful lot of gas—money in your pocket.
It also made sense for our energy use as a
whole. If everybody kept their tires inflated,
that would have a big dent. It would produce as
much oil savings as we might be pumping in
some of these offshore sites by drilling.

So we’ve got to get everybody involved in this
process. I don’t accept the conventional wisdom
that suggests that the American people are un-
able or unwilling to participate in a national ef-
fort to transform the way we use energy. I don’t
believe that the only thing folks are capable of
doing is just paying their taxes. I disagree. I
think the American people are ready to be part
of a mission. I believe that.

It’s not just keeping your tires inflated. If
each one of us replaced just one ordinary incan-
descent light bulb with one of those compact
fluorescent light bulbs—you know, the squirrel-
ly ones—that could save enough energy to light
3 million homes. Just one light bulb each, 3 mil-
lion homes worth of energy savings. That’s just
one small step. So all of us are going to have to
be involved in this process. And like I said, if
you make the investment upfront, you, the indi-
vidual consumer will save money in the long
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term, and all of us collectively will be better
off.

Now, this is also a global problem, so it’s go-
ing to require a global coalition to solve it. If
we’ve got problems with climate change, and
the temperature rising all around the world,
that knows no boundaries, and the decisions of
any nation will affect every nation. So next
week, I will be gathering leaders of major
economies from all around the world to talk
about how we can work together to address
this energy crisis and this climate crisis.

Truth is the United States has been slow to
participate in this kind of a process, working
with other nations. But those days are over
now. We are ready to engage, and we’re asking
other nations to join us in tackling this chal-
lenge together.

All of these steps we’ve taken in just the first
3 months, probably represents more progress
than we’ve achieved in three decades on the
energy front. We’re beginning the difficult
work of reducing our dependence on foreign
oil. We’re beginning to break the bonds, the
grip, that fossil fuels has on us. We’re begin-
ning to create a new, clean energy economy,
and the millions of jobs that will flow from it.

Now, there are those who still cling to the
notion that we ought to just continue doing
what we do; that we can’t change—Americans
like to use a lot of energy, that’s just how we
are; that government has neither the responsi-
bility nor the reason to address our depen-
dence on energy sources, even though they
undermine our security and threaten our
economy and endanger our planet.

And then there is this even more dangerous
idea, the idea that there’s nothing we can do
about it: “Our politics is broken; our people
are unwilling to make hard choices.” So politi-
cians decide: “Look, even though we know it’s
something that has to be done, we’re just go-
ing to put it off.” That’s what happened for the
last three, four, five decades. Everybody has
known that we had to do something, but no-
body wanted to actually go ahead and do it,
because it’s hard.

So the implication in this argument is that
we’ve somehow lost something important, that
perhaps because of the very prosperity we’ve

built over the course of generations, that we’ve
given up that fighting American spirit, that
sense of optimism, that willingness to tackle
tough challenges, that determination to see
those challenges to the end, the notion that
we’ve gotten soft somehow. 

I reject that argument. I reject it because of
what you’re doing right here at Trinity, what’s
happening right here in Newton after folks
have gone through hard times. I reject it be-
cause of what I’ve seen across this country, in
all the eyes of the people that I’ve met, in the
stories that I’ve heard, in the factories I’ve vis-
ited, in the places where I’ve seen the future
being pieced together, test by test, trial by tri-
al.

So it will not be easy. There will be bumps
along the road. There will be costs for our Na-
tion and for each of us as individuals. As I said
before, there’s no magic bullet, there’s no per-
fect answer to our energy needs. All of us are
going to have to use energy more wisely. But I
know that we are ready and able to meet these
challenges. All of us are beneficiaries of a dar-
ing and innovative past. Our parents, our
grandparents, our great-grandparents adapted
to much more difficult circumstances to deliv-
er the prosperity that we enjoy today. 

And I’m confident that we can be and will
be the benefactors of a brighter future for our
children and grandchildren. That can be our
legacy, a legacy of vehicles powered by clean
renewable energy traveling past newly opened
factories, of industries employing millions of
Americans in the work of protecting our plan-
et, of an economy exporting the energy of the
future instead of importing the energy of the
past, of a nation once again leading the world
to meet the challenges of our time.

That’s our future. I hope you’re willing to
work with me to get there. Thank you very
much. God bless you. God bless the United
States of America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:52 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Richard Mulbrook,
maintenance manager, Trinity Structural Tow-
ers, Inc., who introduced the President; and
Sen. John McCain, 2008 Republican Presiden-
tial candidate.
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Remarks at the Holocaust Days of Remembrance Ceremony
April 23, 2009

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you very
much. To Sara Bloomfield, for the wonderful
introduction and the outstanding work that
she’s doing; to Fred Zeidman; Joel Geiderman;
Mr. Wiesel, thank you for your wisdom and
your witness; Speaker Nancy Pelosi; Senator
Dick Durbin; Members of Congress; our good
friend the Ambassador of Israel; members of
the United States Holocaust Memorial Council;
and most importantly, the survivors and rescu-
ers and their families who are here today: It is a
great honor for me to be here, and I’m grateful
that I have the opportunity to address you brief-
ly. 

We gather today to mourn the loss of so
many lives and celebrate those who saved them,
honor those who survived and contemplate the
obligations of the living. It is the grimmest of
ironies that one of the most savage, barbaric
acts of evil in history began in one of the most
modernized societies of its time, where so many
markers of human progress became tools of hu-
man depravity: science that can heal used to
kill; education that can enlighten used to ratio-
nalize away basic moral impulses; the bureau-
cracy that sustains modern life used as the ma-
chinery of mass death, a ruthless, chillingly effi-
cient system where many were responsible for
the killing, but few got actual blood on their
hands. 

While the uniqueness of the Holocaust in
scope and in method is truly astounding, the
Holocaust was driven by many of the same forc-
es that have fueled atrocities throughout histo-
ry: the scapegoating that leads to hatred and
blinds us to our common humanity; the justifi-
cations that replace conscience and allow cruel-
ty to spread; the willingness of those who are
neither perpetrators nor victims to accept the
assigned role of bystander, believing the lie that
good people are ever powerless or alone, the
fiction that we do not have a choice.

But while we are here today to bear witness
to the human capacity to destroy, we are also
here to pay tribute to the human impulse to
save. In the moral accounting of the Holocaust,
as we reckon with numbers like 6 million, as we

recall the horror of numbers etched into arms,
we also factor in numbers like these: 7,200, the
number of Danish Jews ferried to safety, many
of whom later returned home to find the neigh-
bors who rescued them had also faithfully tend-
ed their homes and businesses and belongings
while they were gone.

We remember the number five, the five righ-
teous men and women who join us today from
Poland. We are awed by your acts of courage
and conscience. And your presence today com-
pels each of us to ask ourselves whether we
would have done what you did. We can only
hope that the answer is yes.

We also remember the number 5,000, the
number of Jews rescued by the villagers of Le
Chambon, France—one life saved for each of
its 5,000 residents. Not a single Jew who came
there was turned away or turned in. But it was
not until decades later that the villagers spoke
of what they had done, and even then, only re-
luctantly. The author of a book on the rescue
found that those he interviewed were baffled by
his interest. “How could you call us ‘good’?”
they said. “We were doing what had to be
done.”

That is the question of the righteous, those
who would do extraordinary good at extraordi-
nary risk not for affirmation or acclaim or to ad-
vance their own interests, but because it is what
must be done. They remind us that no one is
born a savior or a murderer; these are choices
we each have the power to make. They teach us
that no one can make us into bystanders with-
out our consent, and that we are never truly
alone, that if we have the courage to heed that
still, small voice within us, we can form a min-
yan for righteousness that can span a village,
even a nation. 

Their legacy is our inheritance. And the
question is, how do we honor and preserve it?
How do we ensure that “never again” isn’t an
empty slogan or merely an aspiration, but also a
call to action? I believe we start by doing what
we are doing today, by bearing witness, by fight-
ing the silence that is evil’s greatest co-conspira-
tor. 
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In the face of horrors that defy comprehen-
sion, the impulse to silence is understandable.
My own great uncle returned from his service
in World War II in a state of shock, saying lit-
tle, alone with painful memories that would
not leave his head. He went up into the attic,
according to the stories that I’ve heard, and
wouldn’t come down for 6 months. He was
one of the liberators, someone who at a very
tender age had seen the unimaginable. And so
some of—the liberators who are here today
honor us with their presence—all of whom we
honor for their extraordinary service. My great
uncle was part of the 89th Infantry Division,
the first Americans to reach a Nazi concentra-
tion camp. And they liberated Ohrdruf, part of
Buchenwald, where tens of thousands had
perished.

The story goes that when the Americans
marched in, they discovered the starving survi-
vors and the piles of dead bodies. And General
Eisenhower made a decision. He ordered Ger-
mans from the nearby town to tour the camp,
so they could see what had been done in their
name. And he ordered American troops to
tour the camp, so they could see the evil they
were fighting against. Then he invited Con-
gressmen and journalists to bear witness. And
he ordered that photographs and films be
made. Some of us have seen those same imag-
es, whether in the Holocaust Museum or
when I visited Yad Vashem, and they never
leave you. Eisenhower said that he wanted “to
be in a position to give firsthand evidence of
these things, if ever, in the future, there devel-
ops a tendency to charge these allegations
merely to propaganda.” 

Eisenhower understood the danger of si-
lence. He understood that if no one knew what
had happened that would be yet another
atrocity, and it would be the perpetrators’ ulti-
mate triumph. What Eisenhower did to record
these crimes for history is what we are doing
here today. That’s what Elie Wiesel and the
survivors we honor here do by fighting to
make their memories part of our collective
memory. That’s what the Holocaust Museum
does every day on our National Mall, the place
where we display for the world our triumphs
and failures and the lessons we’ve learned

from our history. It’s the very opposite of si-
lence. 

But we must also remember that bearing
witness is not the end of our obligation; it’s just
the beginning. We know that evil has yet to
run its course on Earth. We’ve seen it in this
century in the mass graves and the ashes of vil-
lages burned to the ground and children used
as soldiers and rape used as a weapon of war.
To this day, there are those who insist the Ho-
locaust never happened, who perpetrate every
form of intolerance—racism and anti-Semi-
tism, homophobia, xenophobia, sexism, and
more—hatred that degrades its victim and di-
minishes us all. 

Today, and every day, we have an opportu-
nity, as well as an obligation, to confront these
scourges, to fight the impulse to turn the chan-
nel when we see images that disturb us, or
wrap ourselves in the false comfort that others’
sufferings are not our own. Instead we have
the opportunity to make a habit of empathy, to
recognize ourselves in each other, to commit
ourselves to resisting injustice and intolerance
and indifference in whatever forms they may
take, whether confronting those who tell lies
about history or doing everything we can to
prevent and end atrocities like those that took
place in Rwanda, those taking place in Darfur.
That is my commitment as President. I hope
that is yours as well. 

It will not be easy. At times, fulfilling these
obligations require self-reflection. But in the
final analysis, I believe history gives us cause
for hope rather than despair, the hope of a
chosen people who have overcome oppression
since the days of Exodus, of the nation of Isra-
el rising from the destruction of the Holo-
caust, of the strong and enduring bonds be-
tween our nations. 

It is the hope, too, of those who not only
survived, but chose to live, teaching us the
meaning of courage and resilience and dignity.
I’m thinking today of a study conducted after
the war that found that Holocaust survivors
living in America actually had a higher birth-
rate than American Jews. What a stunning act
of faith, to bring a child in a world that has
shown you so much cruelty, to believe that no
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matter what you have endured or how much
you have lost, in the end, you have a duty to life.

We find cause for hope, as well, in Protestant
and Catholic children attending school together
in Northern Ireland, in Hutus and Tutsis living
side by side, forgiving neighbors who have done
the unforgivable, in a movement to save Darfur
that has thousands of high school and college
chapters in 25 countries and brought 70,000
people to the Washington Mall, people of every
age and faith and background and race united
in common cause with suffering brothers and
sisters halfway around the world.

Those numbers can be our future; our fellow
citizens of the world showing us how to make
the journey from oppression to survival, from
witness to resistance, and, ultimately, to recon-
ciliation. That is what we mean when we say
“never again.” 

So today, during this season when we cele-
brate liberation, resurrection, and the possibili-
ty of redemption, may each of us renew our re-
solve to do what must be done. And may we
strive each day, both individually and as a na-
tion, to be among the righteous.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. at the
U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, he referred to Sara
J. Bloomfield, director, U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum; Fred S. Zeidman, chairman, and
Joel M. Geiderman, vice chairman, U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Council; Nobel Prize winner,
author, and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel; and
Israel’s Ambassador to the U.S. Sallai Meridor.
He also referred to his great uncle Charles
Payne.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Credit Card Industry Representatives and
an Exchange With Reporters
April 23, 2009

The President. Okay. Well, I just had a con-
structive meeting with the heads of many of the
leading credit card issuers here in the country.
Obviously, we’re at a time where issues of credit
and how businesses and families are able to fi-
nance everything from a car loan to a student
loan to just paying their bills every day is on a
lot of people’s minds. And Secretary Geithner
and our economic team has worked diligently to
try to restore confidence in the credit markets,
to assure that the nonbank financial sector is
stronger, to ensure that banks have the capital
they need, and that that money is getting out
the door to the ultimate end user, the American
businessperson and individual.

We’re still seeing some problems, although
we think that we’ve begun to make progress.
One of the areas, as we move forward and look
at financial regulation—how do we create a
framework where this kind of crisis doesn’t hap-
pen again, and how do we create a sustainable
model for economic growth and debt that is not
based on bubbles and overleveraging on the
part of businesses and consumers—is the issue
of credit cards and how they’re used and how

we can create a more stable, more effective,
more consumer-friendly system.

We had a discussion with some of the top is-
suers here, and what I communicated to them is
that I think credit cards are an important conve-
nience for a lot of people. They are a source of
unsecured debt for a lot of individuals and small
businesses who are creating jobs; a lot of start-
ups may use credit cards for that purpose. We
think that’s important, and so we want to pre-
serve the credit card market. But we also want
to do so in a way that eliminates some of the
abuses and some of the problems that a lot of
people are familiar with: people finding them-
selves starting off with a low rate, and next thing
they know, their interest rates have doubled;
fees that they didn’t know about but are sud-
denly tacked on to their bills; a whole lack of
clarity and transparency in terms of the terms
and conditions of their credit cards.

And so there’s going to be action in Con-
gress. Our administration is going to be pushing
for reform in this area. We think it’s important
that we get input from the credit card issuers as
we shape this reform, but there—and I’m going
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to leave it up to my economic team to work
with Congress to evaluate all the various pro-
posals and to get some very definitive language
in place. There are going to be some core prin-
ciples, though, that I want to adhere to, and I
mentioned these to all the credit card issuers
involved.

First of all, I think that there has to be
strong and reliable protections for consumers,
protections that ban unfair rate increases and
forbid abusive fees and penalties. The days of
any time, any reason rate hikes and late fee
traps have to end.

Number two, all the forms and statements
that credit card companies send out have to be
written in plain language and be in plain sight.
No more fine print, no more confusing terms
and conditions. We want clarity and transpar-
ency from here on out.

Number three, we have to make sure that
people can comparison shop when it comes to
credit cards without being afraid that they’re
going to be taken advantage of. So we believe
that it’s important to require firms to make all
their contract terms easily accessible online in
a fashion that allows people to shop for the
best deal for their needs. 

Not every consumer is going to have the
same needs. And some may want to take on a
higher interest rate because it provides them
more convenience or it provides them with a
higher credit line. But we want to make sure
that they can make those comparisons them-
selves easily. And we think that one of the
things that needs to be explored is the possibil-
ity that every credit card issuer has to issue a
plain vanilla, easy to understand, simplest
terms possible credit card as a default credit
card that the average user can feel comfort-
able with.

Finally, we think we need more account-
ability in the system. And that means more ef-
fective oversight and more effective enforce-
ment so that people who are issuing credit
cards but violate law, they will feel the full
weight of the law.

So we are confident that we can arrive at
something that is commonsensical, something
that allows the industry to continue to provide
loans and to run a stable business model that’s
not dependent on bubbles, that’s not depen-
dent on people getting overextended or find-
ing themselves in over their heads. I trust that
those in the industry who want to act responsi-
bly will engage with us in a constructive fash-
ion and that we’re going to be able to get this
done in short order.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.
Thank you.

Lines of Credit

Q. Is there a balance between protecting
consumers and letting the credit card compa-
nies have revenue here?

The President. We think that it’s been out of
balance. And so we think we need to create a
new equilibrium where credit is flowing, those
who are issuing credit are able to make a rea-
sonable profit, but they’re doing so in a way
that is responsible and consumers are not find-
ing themselves in a bad situation that they
didn’t anticipate.

All right. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner.

Remarks Honoring the 2008 NCAA Football Champion University of
Florida Gators
April 23, 2009

The President. All right. Well, this is not
“The Swamp” that you’re used to, but DC is
built on a swamp, so welcome to Washington,
DC, and welcome back to the White House. I

know at least that the—some of the upper-
classmen have been here before. Congratula-
tions on the national champions—being the
national champions for the second time in 3
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years. That’s outstanding, and they deserve a
big round of applause, so give them a—[ap-
plause].

I want to congratulate everybody who makes
this program run, from the assistants to the
trainers, from the students to the ticket takers,
all of you should be very, very proud. And I
should mention, by the way, there are a whole
bunch of Members of Congress who are here
from Florida who are very proud. And so—and
they brag about you in Congress all the time.

I want to thank Coach Urban Meyer, his wife
Shelley, and their family for being here. I was
just mentioning as we were walking down,
there’s something about Coach Meyer’s teams;
they just have a lot of heart. And that’s a reflec-
tion of coaching values that talk about character
and integrity and not just winning. And so we
are very appreciative of the work that you’ve
done, Coach. That’s also why it’s so easy to tell
that these guys have operated like one big fami-
ly. And that comes across on and off the field. 

I do have to give a special shout-out to Mar-
cus Gilbert. Where’s Marcus? [Laughter] There
he is. Marcus—I’ve got a soft spot for this guy,
because his dad Jeff was the first Secret Service
agent on my detail almost 2 years ago. He was
with me for most of the campaign. He is a great
friend of mine, and there he is back there. So
that’s Marcus’s pop right here. We always tried
to figure out how Marcus got so big—[laugh-
ter]—because Jeff is not that big, and his wife is
even smaller. 

People forget now, but this team was not
ranked number one until the end of the season.
That’s perseverance. And that’s thanks to the
tone the coach sets. He trains these guys for
“competitive excellence,” as he calls it, on and
off the field. And in sports, as in life, your num-
ber may be called just once—oh, whose phone
is that? [Laughter] Is that one of the player’s
phones? Fess up. [Laughter] All right. That’s all
right. Coach is going to talk to you af-
ter—[laughter]—about not turning off your
phone. 

In sports as in life—I was going to say your
number may just be called once, but I didn’t
mean it literally. [Laughter] And Coach makes
sure that you’re—they’re ready when that hap-
pens. 

I understand that a lot of times reporters ask
Coach Meyer, “What did you say to the team at
halftime?” But what I’ve heard is he doesn’t
usually have to say too much because the lead-
ers of this team step up and say what needs to
be said. So there are guys like Percy and Bran-
don and Louis Murphy, and I understand there
are a couple of comedians here, the 300-pound
Pouncey twins. Where are they? [Laughter]
Where are they at? Right there? [Laughter] All
right. And then of course there’s the quarter-
back. Where’s Tebow at?

Timothy Tebow. Right here.
The President. There he is, over

there—Heisman Trophy winner. That’s what
I’m talking about. [Laughter] Everybody is go-
ing to get a handshake afterwards, just relax.
[Laughter] Tim is an inspiration to so many, a
guy whose true strength comes not from the
gym, but from his faith. He says he puts faith,
family, and academics above football. And that’s
incredible when you think about what he’s done
on the field: first sophomore ever to win the
Heisman Trophy, in a season in which he per-
sonally scored more touchdowns than 87 entire
teams in Division I–A football. 

I remember watching the upset when you
guys lost to Ole Miss. I was actually doing a de-
bate in Ole Miss right before the game. And I
remember Tim apologizing, watching him on
TV apologizing to Gators fans and laying down a
challenge to himself, making a commitment, a
promise that in fact they were going to push as
hard as he—they could and he was going to per-
sonally take it upon himself to make sure that
you never see a team play harder than we will
the rest of the season.

You know, that’s the kind of leadership that
you want to see from all our young people, tak-
ing responsibility, challenging yourself and oth-
ers, rising to the moment. You didn’t promise
that the Gators would win every game the rest
of the way, but it’s a testament to his leadership
that they did, because he said we’ll always play
hard.

Now, he’ll be the first to tell you he didn’t do
any of this alone. Everybody stepped up. So
there are guys like wide receiver David Nel-
son—where’s David? There we go—[laugh-
ter]—who went into Coach Meyer’s office after
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Tim’s promise and said he wouldn’t do—he
would do anything for this team, then upped
his play all year, ended up catching the clinch-
ing touchdown.

What Coach Meyer and all these guys also
understand is, being a champion doesn’t stop
when you leave the field. They’ve committed
themselves to 400 hours each year in service to
others, mentoring at-risk youth, showing them
that—those youth that if they put their hearts
into it, they too can succeed. They play with
children in pediatric units, help kids learn to
read, promote fitness and physical activity, and
so much more.

And all of this makes the Gainesville com-
munity that much stronger, and it makes Flor-
ida that much stronger, it makes our country
stronger. And I know that the guys behind me
get a lot of it—a lot out of it in return.

Now, last point I would make. I don’t want
to stir up controversy. You guys are the nation-
al champions. I’m not backing off the fact we
need a playoff system. But I have every confi-
dence that you guys could have beat anybody
else. And so we’ll see how that plays itself out.

I noticed they got all quiet after that. [Laugh-
ter] But you know, I’m one of those politicians,
I don’t just tell you what you want to hear, I
tell you what you need to hear. [Laughter]

I know final exams start this weekend, so I
don’t want to keep you any longer. You guys
are going to have to hit the books. But I just
want to say good luck to those who are going to
be back next year, to those of you who are
moving on the wider stage. Congratulations to
all of you for a national championship that I
know that you are extremely proud of. And I
look forward to continuing to enjoy watching
all of you next fall. 

So thank you very much, everybody. Give it
up for the Gators. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Percy Harvin, wide re-
ceiver, Brandon Spikes, linebacker, Louis
Murphy, wide receiver, Maurkice and Michael
Pouncey, offensive linemen, and Tim Tebow,
quarterback, University of Florida football
team.

Remarks on Education Reform
April 24, 2009

Thank you. That was excellent. We might
have to run her for something some day. That
was terrific. Thank you, Stephanie. I want to
also introduce Yvonne Thomas, who’s Stepha-
nie’s proud mother. And we appreciate every-
thing that you’ve done. And Stephanie’s father
Albert is around here as well.

There are few things as fundamental to the
American Dream or as essential for America’s
success as a good education. This has never
been more true than it is today. At a time
when our children are competing with kids in
China and India, the best job qualification you
can have is a college degree or advanced train-
ing. If you do have that kind of education, then
you’re well prepared for the future, because
half of the fastest growing jobs in America re-
quire a Bachelor’s degree or more. And if you
don’t have a college degree, you’re more than
twice as likely to be unemployed as somebody

who does. So the stakes could not be higher
for young people like Stephanie.

And yet, in a paradox of American life, at
the very moment it’s never been more impor-
tant to have a quality higher education, the
cost of that kind of education has never been
higher. Over the past few decades, the cost of
tuition at private colleges has more than dou-
bled, while costs at public institutions have
nearly tripled. Compounding the problem, tu-
ition has grown ten times faster than a typical
family’s income, putting new pressure on fam-
ilies that are already strained and pricing far
too many students out of college altogether.
Yet we have a student loan system where we’re
giving lenders billions of dollars in wasteful
subsidies that could be used to make college
more affordable for all Americans.

This trend, a trend where a quality higher
education slips out of reach for ordinary
Americans, threatens the dream of
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opportunity that America’s promised to all its
citizens. It threatens to widen the gap between
the haves and the have-nots. And it threatens to
undercut America’s competitiveness, because
America cannot lead in the 21st century unless
we have the best educated, most competitive
workforce in the world. And that’s the kind of
workforce—and the kind of citizenry—to which
we should be committed.

And that’s why we have taken and proposed a
number of sweeping steps over our first few
months in office, steps that amount to the most
significant efforts to open the doors of college
to middleclass Americans since the GI bill. Mil-
lions of working families are now eligible for a
$2,500 annual tax credit that will help them pay
the cost of tuition, a tax credit that will cover
the full cost of tuition at most of the 2-year
community colleges that are some of the great
and undervalued assets of our education sys-
tem.

We’re also bringing much needed reform to
the Pell grants that roughly 30 percent of stu-
dents rely on to put themselves through college.
Today’s Pell grants cover less than half as much
tuition at a 4-year public institution as they did
a few decades ago. And that’s why we are add-
ing $500 to the grants for this academic year
and raising the maximum Pell grant to $5,550
next year, easing the financial burden on stu-
dents and families.

And we are also changing the way the value
of a Pell grant is determined. Today, that value
is set by Congress on an annual basis, making it
vulnerable to Washington politics. What we are
doing is pegging Pell grants to a fixed rate above
inflation so that these grants don’t cover less
and less as families’ costs go up and up. And this
will help prevent a projected shortfall in Pell
grant funding in a few years that could rob
many of our poorest students of their dream of
attending college. It will help ensure that Pell
grants are a source of funding that students can
count on each and every year.

Now, while our Nation has a responsibility to
make college more affordable, colleges and uni-
versities have a responsibility to control spiral-
ing costs. And that will require hard choices
about where to save and where to spend. So I
challenge State college and university leaders to

put affordability front and center as they chart a
path forward. I challenge them to follow the ex-
ample of the University of Maryland, where
they’re streamlining administrative costs, cut-
ting energy costs, using faculty more effectively,
making it possible for them to freeze tuition for
students and for families.

At the same time, we’re also working to mod-
ernize and expand the Perkins Loan Program
by changing a system where colleges are re-
warded for raising tuition, and instead, reward-
ing them for making college more affordable.

Now just as we’ve opened the doors of col-
lege to every American, we also have to ensure
that more students can walk through them. And
that’s why I’ve challenged every American to
commit to at least 1 year of higher education or
advanced training, because by the end of the
next decade, I want to see America have the
highest proportion of college graduates in the
world. We used to have that; we no longer do.
We are going to get that lead back.

And to help us achieve that goal, we are in-
vesting $2.5 billion to identify and support inno-
vative initiatives that have a record of success in
boosting enrollment and graduation rates, ini-
tiatives like the IBEST program in Washington
State that combines basic and career-skills
classes to ensure that students not only com-
plete college, but are competitive in the work-
force from the moment they graduate.

And to help cover the cost of all this, we’re
going to eliminate waste, reduce inefficiency,
and cut what we don’t need to pay for what we
do. And that includes reforming our student
loan system, so that it better serves the people
it’s supposed to serve—our students.

Right now, there are two main kinds of Fed-
eral loans. First, there are direct loans. These
are loans where tax dollars go directly to help
students pay for tuition, not to pad the profits of
private lenders. The other kinds of loans are
Federal Family Education Loans. These loans,
known as FFEL loans, make up the majority of
all college loans. Under the FFEL program,
lenders get a big Government subsidy with ev-
ery loan they make. And these loans are then
guaranteed with taxpayer money, which means
that if a student defaults, a lender can get back
almost all of its money from our Government.
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And there’s only one real difference be-
tween direct loans and private FFEL loans.
It’s that under the FFEL program, taxpayers
are paying banks a premium to act as middle-
men, a premium that costs the American peo-
ple billions of dollars each year. Well, that’s a
premium we cannot afford, not when we could
be reinvesting that same money in our stu-
dents, in our economy, and in our country.

And that’s why I’ve called for ending the
FFEL program and shifting entirely over to
direct loans. It’s a step that even a conservative
estimate predicts will save tens of billions of
tax dollars over the next 10 years. According to
the Congressional Budget Office, the money
we could save by cutting out the middleman
would pay for 95 percent of our plan to guar-
antee growing Pell grants. This would help en-
sure that every American everywhere in this
country can outcompete any worker anywhere
in the world.

In the end, this is not about growing the size
of Government or relying on the free market,
because it’s not a free market when we have a
student loan system that’s rigged to reward
private lenders without any risk. It’s about
whether we want to give tens of billions of tax
dollars to special interests or whether we want
to make college more affordable for 8½  million
more students. I think most of us would agree
on what the right answer is.

Now, some of you have probably seen how
this proposal was greeted by the special inter-
ests. The banks and the lenders who have
reaped a windfall from these subsidies have
mobilized an army of lobbyists to try to keep
things the way they are. They are gearing up
for battle; so am I. They will fight for their spe-
cial interests. I will fight for Stephanie and
other American students and their families.
And for those who care about America’s fu-
ture, this is a battle we can’t afford to lose.

So I am looking forward to having this de-
bate in the days and weeks ahead. And I am
confident that if all of us here in Washington
do what’s in the best interests of the people we
represent and reinvest not only in opening the
doors of college, but making sure students can
walk through them, then we will help deliver
the change that the American people sent us
here to make. We will help Americans fulfill
their promise as individuals, and we will help
America fulfill its promise as a nation.

So thank you very much. And thank you,
Stephanie, and thank you, Stephanie’s mom.

All right. Thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Stepha-
nie Stevenson, student, University of Mary-
land, who introduced the President.

Statement on World Malaria Day
April 24, 2009

The United States stands with our global
partners and people around the world to reaf-
firm our commitment to make the U.S. a lead-
er in ending deaths from malaria by 2015. This
begins with ending malaria as a major public
health threat in Africa, where it kills nearly 1
million people each year and overwhelms pub-
lic health systems. It is time to redouble our
efforts to rid the world of a disease that does
not have to take lives.

Together, we have made great strides in ad-
dressing this preventable and treatable dis-
ease. Across Africa, children and their families

are sleeping under bed nets, local groups are
working with pregnant women and mothers so
that antimalarial drugs are available for them
and for their sick children. In schools and vil-
lages, community centers and places of wor-
ship, clinics and hospitals, optimism is growing
that we can and we will succeed in our ambi-
tious goals. 

Together, we can build on this progress
against malaria and address a broad range of
global health threats by investing in health sys-
tems and continuing our work with partners to
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deliver highly effective prevention and treat-
ment measures. 

In Africa, where the disease burden is the
greatest, many countries are making dramatic
gains in reducing the terrible burden of malaria,

particularly for the benefit of those most
vulnerable, so that malaria is no longer an
intractable fact of life. Today I recommit to
work with our partners in this fight.

Statement on Armenian Remembrance Day
April 24, 2009

Ninety four years ago, one of the great atroc-
ities of the 20th century began. Each year, we
pause to remember the 1.5 million Armenians
who were subsequently massacred or marched
to their death in the final days of the Ottoman
Empire. The Meds Yeghern must live on in our
memories, just as it lives on in the hearts of the
Armenian people.

History, unresolved, can be a heavy weight.
Just as the terrible events of 1915 remind us of
the dark prospect of man’s inhumanity to man,
reckoning with the past holds out the powerful
promise of reconciliation. I have consistently
stated my own view of what occurred in 1915,
and my view of that history has not changed.
My interest remains the achievement of a full,
frank, and just acknowledgment of the facts. 

The best way to advance that goal right now
is for the Armenian and Turkish people to ad-
dress the facts of the past as a part of their ef-
forts to move forward. I strongly support efforts
by the Turkish and Armenian people to work
through this painful history in a way that is hon-
est, open, and constructive. To that end, there
has been courageous and important dialog
among Armenians and Turks, and within Tur-

key itself. I also strongly support the efforts by
Turkey and Armenia to normalize their bilateral
relations. Under Swiss auspices, the two gov-
ernments have agreed on a framework and
roadmap for normalization. I commend this
progress and urge them to fulfill its promise. 

Together, Armenia and Turkey can forge a
relationship that is peaceful, productive, and
prosperous. And together, the Armenian and
Turkish people will be stronger as they ac-
knowledge their common history and recognize
their common humanity.

Nothing can bring back those who were lost
in the Meds Yeghern. But the contributions that
Armenians have made over the last 94 years
stand as a testament to the talent, dynamism,
and resilience of the Armenian people and as
the ultimate rebuke to those who tried to de-
stroy them. The United States of America is a
far richer country because of the many Ameri-
cans of Armenian descent who have contribut-
ed to our society, many of whom immigrated to
this country in the aftermath of 1915. Today I
stand with them and with Armenians every-
where with a sense of friendship, solidarity, and
deep respect.
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Statement on the Election of Matthew S. “Scott” Murphy to the United
States House of Representatives
April 24, 2009

I want to extend my heartfelt congratula-
tions to Congressman-elect Scott Murphy for
his victory in New York’s 20th Congressional
District. With this hard-fought win, Scott has
shown he is willing to fight the tough battles
on behalf of the people in his district.

As a candidate, Scott courageously champi-
oned the economic plans we need to lift our

Nation and put it on a better path, and he will
continue to do so in Congress. With his proven
record of creating high-paying jobs and stand-
ing up for upstate New York, Scott will bring
to the Nation’s Capitol the change New York-
ers need.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 25, 2009

Good morning. Over the last 3 months, my
administration has taken aggressive action to
confront a historic economic crisis. As we do
everything that we can to create jobs and get
our economy moving, we’re also building a
new foundation for lasting prosperity, a foun-
dation that invests in quality education, lowers
health care costs, and develops new sources of
energy powered by new jobs and industries.

One of the pillars of that foundation must
be fiscal discipline. We came into office facing
a budget deficit of $1.3 trillion for this year
alone, and the cost of confronting our econom-
ic crisis is high. But we can’t settle for a future
of rising deficits and debt that our children
can’t pay. All across America, families are
tightening their belts and making hard choic-
es. Now, Washington must show that same
sense of responsibility. That’s why we’ve iden-
tified $2 trillion in deficit reductions over the
next decade, while taking on the special inter-
est spending that doesn’t advance the peoples’
interests.

But we must also recognize that we cannot
meet the challenges of today with old habits
and stale thinking. So much of our Govern-
ment was built to deal with different challeng-
es from a different era. Too often, the result is
wasteful spending, bloated programs, and in-
efficient results. It’s time to fundamentally
change the way that we do business in Wash-
ington. To help build a new foundation for the
21st century, we need to reform our Govern-

ment so that it is more efficient, more trans-
parent, and more creative. That will demand
new thinking and a new sense of responsibility
for every dollar that is spent.

Earlier this week, I held my first Cabinet
meeting and sent a clear message: Cut what
doesn’t work. Already, we’ve identified sub-
stantial savings. And in the days and weeks
ahead, we will continue going through the
budget line by line, and we’ll identify more
than 100 programs that will be cut or eliminat-
ed.

But we can’t stop there. We need to go fur-
ther, and we need an all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach to reforming Government. That’s why
I’m announcing several steps that my adminis-
tration will take in the weeks ahead to restore
fiscal discipline while making our Government
work better.

First, we need to adhere to the basic princi-
ple that new tax or entitlement policies should
be paid for. This principle, known as pay-go,
helped transform large deficits into surpluses
in the 1990s. Now we must restore that sense
of fiscal discipline. And that’s why I’m calling
for Congress to pass pay-go legislation like a
bill that will be introduced by Congressman
Baron Hill, so that Government acts the same
way any responsible family does in setting its
budget.

Second, we’ll create new incentives to re-
duce wasteful spending and to invest in what
works. We don’t want agencies to protect
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bloated budgets; we want them to promote ef-
fective programs. So the idea is simple: Agen-
cies that identify savings will get to keep a por-
tion of those savings to invest in programs that
work. The result will be a smaller budget and a
more effective Government.

Third, we’ll look for ideas from the bottom
up. After all, Americans across the country
know that the best ideas often come from work-
ers, not just management. And that’s why we’ll
establish a process through which every Gov-
ernment worker can submit their ideas for how
their agency can save money and perform bet-
ter. We’ll put the suggestions that work into
practice. And later this year, I will meet with
those who come up with the best ideas to hear
firsthand about how they would make your
Government more efficient and effective.

And finally, we will reach beyond the halls of
Government. Many businesses have innovative
ways of using technology to save money, and
many experts have new ideas to make Govern-
ment work more efficiently. Government can,

and must, learn from them. So later this year,
we will host a forum on reforming Government
for the 21st century, so that we’re also guided
by voices that come from outside of Washing-
ton. 

We can’t sustain deficits that mortgage our
children’s future, nor tolerate wasteful ineffi-
ciency. Government has a responsibility to
spend the peoples’ money wisely and to serve
the people effectively. I will work every single
day that I am President to live up to that re-
sponsibility and to transform our Government
so that it is held to a higher standard of perfor-
mance on behalf of the American people. 

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:15 p.m. on April 24 in the Blue Room
at the White House for broadcast on April 25.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 24 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on April 25. 

Remarks at the National Academy of Sciences
April 27, 2009

Well, thank you so much for the wonderful
welcome. To President Cicerone, thank you
very much for your leadership and for hosting
us today. To John Holdren, thanks, John, for
the outstanding work that you are doing.

I was just informed backstage that Ralph and
John both are 1965 graduates of MIT, same
class. And so I’m not sure this is the perfectly
prescribed scientific method, but they’re sort of
a control group—[laughter]—who ages faster:
The President’s science adviser or the president
of the academy? [Laughter] And we’ll check in,
in a couple of years. But it is wonderful to see
them. 

To all of you, to my Cabinet Secretaries and
team who are here, thank you. It is a great priv-
ilege to address the distinguished members of
the National Academy of Sciences, as well as
the leaders of the National Academy of Engi-
neering and the Institute of Medicine who’ve
gathered here this morning.

And I’d like to begin today with a story of a
previous visitor who also addressed this august

body. In April of 1921, Albert Einstein visited
the United States for the first time. And his in-
ternational credibility was growing as scientists
around the world began to understand and ac-
cept the vast implications of his theories of spe-
cial and general relativity. And he attended this
annual meeting, and after sitting through a se-
ries of long speeches by others, he reportedly
said, “I have just got a new theory of eternity.”
[Laughter] So I will do my best to heed this
cautionary tale. [Laughter]

The very founding of this institution stands as
a testament to the restless curiosity, the bound-
less hope so essential not just to the scientific
enterprise, but to this experiment we call Amer-
ica. A few months after a devastating defeat at
Fredericksburg, before Gettysburg would be
won, before Richmond would fall, before the
fate of the Union would be at all certain, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln signed into law an act
creating the National Academy of Sciences, in
the midst of civil war. 
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Lincoln refused to accept that our Nation’s
sole purpose was mere survival. He created
this academy, founded the land-grant colleges,
and began the work of the transcontinental
railroad, believing that we must add, and I
quote, “the fuel of interest to the fire of genius
in the discovery of new and useful things.”

This is America’s story. Even in the hardest
times, against the toughest odds, we’ve never
given in to pessimism; we’ve never surren-
dered our fates to chance; we have endured;
we have worked hard; we sought out new fron-
tiers.

Today, of course, we face more complex
challenges than we have ever faced before: a
medical system that holds the promise of un-
locking new cures and treatments, attached to
a health care system that holds the potential
for bankruptcy to families and businesses; a
system of energy that powers our economy,
but simultaneously endangers our planet;
threats to our security that seek to exploit the
very interconnectedness and openness so es-
sential to our prosperity; and challenges in a
global marketplace which links the derivative
trader on Wall Street to the homeowner on
Main Street, the office worker in America to
the factory worker in China, a marketplace in
which we all share in opportunity, but also in
crisis.

At such a difficult moment, there are those
who say we cannot afford to invest in science,
that support for research is somehow a luxury
at moments defined by necessities. I funda-
mentally disagree. Science is more essential
for our prosperity, our security, our health, our
environment, and our quality of life than it has
ever been before. 

And if there was ever a day that reminded
us of our shared stake in science and research,
it’s today. We are closely monitoring the
emerging cases of swine flu in the United
States. And this is obviously a cause for con-
cern and requires a heightened state of alert.
But it’s not a cause for alarm. The Department
of Health and Human Services has declared a
public health emergency as a precautionary
tool to ensure that we have the resources we
need at our disposal to respond quickly and ef-
fectively. And I’m getting regular updates on

the situation from the responsible agencies.
And the Department of Health and Human
Services as well as the Centers for Disease
Control will be offering regular updates to the
American people. And Secretary Napolitano
will be offering regular updates to the Ameri-
can people, as well, so that they know what
steps are being taken and what steps they may
need to take. 

But one thing is clear: Our capacity to deal
with a public health challenge of this sort rests
heavily on the work of our scientific and medi-
cal community. And this is one more example
of why we can’t allow our Nation to fall be-
hind. 

Unfortunately, that’s exactly what’s hap-
pened. Federal funding in the physical scienc-
es as a portion of our gross domestic product
has fallen by nearly half over the past quarter
century. Time and again we’ve allowed the re-
search and experimentation tax credit, which
helps businesses grow and innovate, to lapse.

Our schools continue to trail other devel-
oped countries and, in some cases, developing
countries. Our students are outperformed in
math and science by their peers in Singapore,
Japan, England, the Netherlands, Hong Kong,
and Korea, among others. Another assessment
shows American 15-year-olds ranked 25th in
math and 21st in science when compared to
nations around the world. And we have
watched as scientific integrity has been under-
mined and scientific research politicized in an
effort to advance predetermined ideological
agendas.

We know that our country is better than
this. A half century ago, this Nation made a
commitment to lead the world in scientific and
technological innovation; to invest in educa-
tion, in research, in engineering; to set a goal
of reaching space and engaging every citizen
in that historic mission. That was the high wa-
ter mark of America’s investment in research
and development. And since then our invest-
ments have steadily declined as a share of our
national income. As a result, other countries
are now beginning to pull ahead in the pursuit
of this generation’s great discoveries. 

Now, I believe it is not in our character, the
American character, to follow; it’s our
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character to lead. And it is time for us to lead
once again. So I am here today to set this goal:
We will devote more than 3 percent of our
GDP to research and development. We will not
just meet, but we will exceed the level achieved
at the height of the space race, through policies
that invest in basic and applied research, create
new incentives for private innovation, promote
breakthroughs in energy and medicine, and
improve education in math and science. 

This represents the largest commitment to
scientific research and innovation in American
history. Just think what this will allow us to ac-
complish: solar cells as cheap as paint; green
buildings that produce all the energy they con-
sume; learning software as effective as a person-
al tutor; prosthetics so advanced that you could
play the piano again; an expansion of the fron-
tiers of human knowledge about ourselves and
world the around us. We can do this. 

The pursuit of discovery half a century ago
fueled our prosperity and our success as a na-
tion in the half century that followed. The com-
mitment I am making today will fuel our suc-
cess for another 50 years. That’s how we will en-
sure that our children and their children will
look back on this generation’s work as that
which defined the progress and delivered the
prosperity of the 21st century. 

This work begins with a historic commitment
to basic science and applied research, from the
labs of renowned universities to the proving
grounds of innovative companies. Through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and
with the support of Congress, my administra-
tion is already providing the largest single boost
to investment in basic research in American his-
tory. That’s already happened. 

This is important right now, as public and
private colleges and universities across the
country reckon with shrinking endowments and
tightening budgets. But this is also incredibly
important for our future. As Vannevar Bush,
who served as scientific adviser to President
Franklin Roosevelt, famously said: “Basic scien-
tific research is scientific capital.” 

The fact is an investigation into a particular
physical, chemical, or biological process might
not pay off for a year, or a decade, or at all. And
when it does, the rewards are often broadly

shared, enjoyed by those who bore its costs but
also by those who did not. And that’s why the
private sector generally under-invests in basic
science, and why the public sector must invest
in this kind of research, because while the risks
may be large, so are the rewards for our econo-
my and our society. 

No one can predict what new applications
will be born of basic research: new treatments
in our hospitals, or new sources of efficient en-
ergy; new building materials; new kinds of crops
more resistant to heat and to drought. It was ba-
sic research in the photoelectric field—in the
photoelectric effect that would one day lead to
solar panels. It was basic research in physics
that would eventually produce the CAT scan.
The calculations of today’s GPS satellites are
based on the equations that Einstein put to pa-
per more than a century ago.

In addition to the investments in the Recov-
ery Act, the budget I’ve proposed, and versions
have now passed both the House and the Sen-
ate, builds on the historic investments in re-
search contained in the recovery plan.

So we double the budget of key agencies, in-
cluding the National Science Foundation, a pri-
mary source of funding for academic research;
and the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, which supports a wide range of
pursuits from improving health information
technology to measuring carbon pollution, from
testing smart grid designs to developing ad-
vanced manufacturing processes. 

And my budget doubles funding for the De-
partment of Energy’s Office of Science, which
builds and operates accelerators, colliders, su-
percomputers, high-energy light sources, and
facilities for making nano-materials, because we
know that a nation’s potential for scientific dis-
covery is defined by the tools that it makes
available to its researchers. 

But the renewed commitment of our Nation
will not be driven by Government investment
alone. It’s a commitment that extends from the
laboratory to the marketplace. And that’s why
my budget makes the research and experimen-
tation tax credit permanent. This is a tax credit
that returns $2 to the economy for every dollar
we spend, by helping companies afford the of-
ten high costs of developing new ideas, new
557



Apr. 27 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
technologies, and new products. Yet, at times,
we’ve allowed it to lapse or only renewed it
year to year. I’ve heard this time and again
from entrepreneurs across this country: By
making this credit permanent we make it pos-
sible for businesses to plan the kinds of proj-
ects that create jobs and economic growth.

Second, in no area will innovation be more
important than in the development of new
technologies to produce, use, and save energy,
which is why my administration has made an
unprecedented commitment to developing a
21st century clean energy economy, and why
we put a scientist in charge of the Department
of Energy. 

Our future on this planet depends on our
willingness to address the challenge posed by
carbon pollution. And our future as a nation
depends upon our willingness to embrace this
challenge as an opportunity to lead the world
in pursuit of new discovery. 

When the Soviet Union launched Sputnik a
little more than a half century ago, Americans
were stunned. The Russians had beaten us to
space. And we had to make a choice: We could
accept defeat or we could accept the chal-
lenge. And as always, we chose to accept the
challenge. 

President Eisenhower signed legislation to
create NASA and to invest in science and math
education, from grade school to graduate
school. And just a few years later, a month af-
ter his address to the 1961 annual meeting of
the National Academy of Sciences, President
Kennedy boldly declared before a joint session
of Congress that the United States would send
a man to the Moon and return him safely to
the Earth. 

The scientific community rallied behind
this goal and set about achieving it. And it
would not only lead to those first steps on the
Moon, it would lead to giant leaps in our un-
derstanding here at home. That Apollo pro-
gram produced technologies that have im-
proved kidney dialysis and water purification
systems, sensors to test for hazardous gasses,
energy-saving building materials, fire-resis-
tant fabrics used by firefighters and soldiers.
More broadly, the enormous investment in
that era—in science and technology, in educa-

tion and research funding—produced a great
outpouring of curiosity and creativity, the ben-
efits of which have been incalculable. There
are those of you in this audience who became
scientists because of that commitment. We
have to replicate that. 

There will be no single Sputnik moment for
this generation’s challenges to break our de-
pendence on fossil fuels. In many ways, this
makes the challenge even tougher to solve,
and makes it all the more important to keep
our eyes fixed on the work ahead. 

But energy is our great project—this gener-
ation’s great project. And that’s why I’ve set a
goal for our Nation that we will reduce our
carbon pollution by more than 80 percent by
2050. And that is why I’m pursuing, in concert
with Congress, the policies that will help meet
us—help us meet this goal. 

My recovery plan provides the incentives to
double our Nation’s capacity to generate re-
newable energy over the next few years, ex-
tending the production tax credit, providing
loan guarantees, and offering grants to spur in-
vestment. Just take one example: Federally
funded research and development has
dropped the cost of solar panels by tenfold
over the last three decades. Our renewed ef-
forts will ensure that solar and other clean en-
ergy technologies will be competitive.

My budget includes $150 billion over 10
years to invest in sources of renewable energy
as well as energy efficiency. It supports efforts
at NASA, recommended as a priority by the
National Research Council, to develop new
space-based capabilities to help us better un-
derstand our changing climate.

And today I’m also announcing that for the
first time, we are funding an initiative, recom-
mended by this organization, called the Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency for Energy,
or ARPA–E. This is based, not surprisingly, on
DARPA, the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency, which was created during the
Eisenhower administration in response to
Sputnik. It has been charged throughout its
history with conducting high-risk, high-reward
research. And the precursor to the Internet,
known as ARPANET, stealth technology, the
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Global Positioning System all owe a debt to the
work of DARPA. 

So ARPA–E seeks to do the same kind of
high-risk, high-reward research. My administra-
tion will pursue, as well, comprehensive legisla-
tion to place a market-based cap on carbon
emissions. We will make renewable energy the
profitable kind of energy. We will put in place
the resources so that scientists can focus on this
critical area. And I am confident that we will
find a wellspring of creativity just waiting to be
tapped by researchers in this room and entre-
preneurs across our country. We can solve this
problem. 

Now, the nation that leads the world in 21st
century clean energy will be the nation that
leads in the 21st century global economy. I be-
lieve America can and must be that nation. But
in order to lead in the global economy and to
ensure that our businesses can grow and inno-
vate, and our families can thrive, we’re also go-
ing to have to address the shortcomings of our
health care system. 

The Recovery Act will support the long over-
due step of computerizing America’s medical
records, to reduce the duplication, waste, and
errors that cost billions of dollars and thousands
of lives. But it’s important to note, these records
also hold the potential of offering patients the
chance to be more active participants in the
prevention and treatment of their diseases. We
must maintain patient control over these re-
cords and respect their privacy. At the same
time, we have the opportunity to offer billions
and billions of anonymous data points to medi-
cal researchers who may find in this information
evidence that can help us better understand
disease.

History also teaches us the greatest advances
in medicine have come from scientific break-
throughs, whether the discovery of antibiotics,
or improved public health practices, vaccines
for smallpox and polio and many other infec-
tious diseases, antiretroviral drugs that can re-
turn AIDS patients to productive lives, pills that
can control certain types of blood cancers, so
many others. 

Because of recent progress—not just in biol-
ogy, genetics, and medicine, but also in physics,
chemistry, computer science, and engineer-

ing—we have the potential to make enormous
progress against diseases in the coming de-
cades. And that’s why my administration is com-
mitted to increasing funding for the National
Institutes of Health, including $6 billion to sup-
port cancer research, part of a sustained, multi-
year plan to double cancer research in our
country.

Next, we are restoring science to its rightful
place. On March 9th, I signed an executive
memorandum with a clear message: Under my
administration, the days of science taking a back
seat to ideology are over. Our progress as a na-
tion—and our values as a nation—are rooted in
free and open inquiry. To undermine scientific
integrity is to undermine our democracy. It is
contrary to our way of life. 

That’s why I’ve charged John Holdren and
the White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy with leading a new effort to en-
sure that Federal policies are based on the best
and most unbiased scientific information. I
want to be sure that facts are driving scientific
decisions, and not the other way around.
[Laughter]

As part of this effort, we’ve already launched
a web site that allows individuals to not only
make recommendations to achieve this goal,
but to collaborate on those recommendations.
It’s a small step, but one that’s creating a more
transparent, participatory, and democratic Gov-
ernment. 

We also need to engage the scientific com-
munity directly in the work of public policy.
And that’s why, today, I am announcing the ap-
pointment—we are filling out the President’s
Council of Advisers on Science and Technolo-
gy, known as PCAST, and I intend to work with
them closely. Our Cochairs have already been
introduced, Dr. Varmus and Dr. Lander, along
with John. And this council represents leaders
from many scientific disciplines who will bring a
diversity of experiences and views. And I will
charge PCAST with advising me about national
strategies to nurture and sustain a culture of sci-
entific innovation. 

In addition to John—sorry, the—I just no-
ticed that I jumped the gun here—go ahead
and move it up. [Laughter] I had already intro-
duced all you guys.
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In biomedicine, just to give you an example
of what PCAST can do, we can harness the
historic convergence between life sciences and
physical sciences that’s underway today; un-
dertaking public projects, in the spirit of the
Human Genome Project, to create data and
capabilities that fuel discoveries in tens of
thousands of laboratories; and identifying and
overcoming scientific and bureaucratic barri-
ers to rapidly translating scientific break-
throughs into diagnostics and therapeutics that
serve patients.

In environmental science, it will require
strengthening our weather forecasting, our
Earth observation from space, the manage-
ment of our Nation’s land, water and forests,
and the stewardship of our coastal zones and
ocean fisheries.

We also need to work with our friends
around the world. Science, technology, and in-
novation proceed more rapidly and more cost-
effectively when insights, costs, and risks are
shared; and so many of the challenges that sci-
ence and technology will help us meet are
global in character. This is true of our depen-
dence on oil, the consequences of climate
change, the threat of epidemic disease, and
the spread of nuclear weapons. 

And that’s why my administration is ramp-
ing up participation in—and our commitment
to—international science and technology co-
operation across the many areas where it is
clearly in our interest to do so. In fact, this
week, my administration is gathering the lead-
ers of the world’s major economies to begin
the work of addressing our common energy
challenges together.

Fifth, since we know that the progress and
prosperity of future generations will depend
on what we do now to educate the next gener-
ation, today I’m announcing a renewed com-
mitment to education in mathematics and sci-
ence. This is something I care deeply about.
Through this commitment, American students
will move from the middle of the top—from
the middle to the top of the pack in science
and math over the next decade, for we know
that the nation that out-educates us today will
outcompete us tomorrow. And I don’t intend
to have us out-educated.

We can’t start soon enough. We know that
the quality of math and science teachers is the
most influential single factor in determining
whether a student will succeed or fail in these
subjects. Yet in high school more than 20 per-
cent of students in math and more than 60
percent of students in chemistry and physics
are taught by teachers without expertise in
these fields. And this problem is only going to
get worse. There is a projected shortfall of
more than 280,000 math and science teachers
across the country by 2015. And that’s why I’m
announcing today that States making strong
commitments and progress in math and sci-
ence education will be eligible to compete lat-
er this fall for additional funds under the Sec-
retary of Education’s $5 billion Race to the
Top program. 

And I’m challenging States to dramatically
improve achievement in math and science by
raising standards, modernizing science labs,
upgrading curriculum, and forging partner-
ships to improve the use of science and tech-
nology in our classrooms. I’m challenging
States, as well, to enhance teacher preparation
and training, and to attract new and qualified
math and science teachers to better engage
students and reinvigorate those subjects in our
schools.

And in this endeavor, we will work to sup-
port inventive approaches. Let’s create sys-
tems that retain and reward effective teachers,
and let’s create new pathways for experienced
professionals to go into the classroom. There
are, right now, chemists who could teach
chemistry, physicists who could teach physics,
statisticians who could teach mathematics. But
we need to create a way to bring the expertise
and the enthusiasm of these folks—folks like
you—into the classroom. 

There are States, for example, doing innova-
tive work. I’m pleased to announce that Gov-
ernor Ed Rendell of Pennsylvania will lead an
effort with the National Governors Association
to increase the number of States that are mak-
ing science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics education a top priority. Six
States are currently participating in the initia-
tive, including Pennsylvania, which has
launched an effective program to ensure that
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the State has the skilled workforce in place to
draw the jobs of the 21st century. And I want
every State, all 50 States, to participate. 

But as you know, our work does not end with
a high school diploma. For decades, we led the
world in educational attainment, and as a conse-
quence we led the world in economic growth.
The GI bill, for example, helps send a genera-
tion to college. But in this new economy, we’ve
come to trail other nations in graduation rates,
in educational achievement, and in the produc-
tion of scientists and engineers. 

That’s why my administration has set a goal
that will greatly enhance our ability to compete
for the high-wage, high-tech jobs of the future,
and to foster the next generation of scientists
and engineers. In the next decade, by 2020,
America will once again have the highest pro-
portion of college graduates in the world. That
is a goal that we are going to set. And we’ve pro-
vided tax credits and grants to make a college
education more affordable.

My budget also triples the number of Nation-
al Science Foundation graduate research fel-
lowships. This program was created as part of
the space race five decades ago. In the decades
since, it’s remained largely the same size, even
as the numbers of students who seek these fel-
lowships has skyrocketed. We ought to be sup-
porting these young people who are pursuing
scientific careers, not putting obstacles in their
path.

So this is how we will lead the world in new
discoveries in this new century. But I think all
of you understand it will take far more than the
work of Government. It will take all of us. It will
take all of you. And so today I want to challenge
you to use your love and knowledge of science
to spark the same sense of wonder and excite-
ment in a new generation. 

America’s young people will rise to the chal-
lenge if given the opportunity, if called upon to
join a cause larger than themselves. We’ve got
evidence. You know, the average age in NASA’s
mission control during the Apollo 17 mission
was just 26. I know that young people today are
just as ready to tackle the grand challenges of
this century. 

So I want to persuade you to spend time in
the classroom, talking and showing young peo-

ple what it is that your work can mean, and
what it means to you. I want to encourage you
to participate in programs to allow students to
get a degree in science fields and a teaching
certificate at the same time. I want us all to
think about new and creative ways to engage
young people in science and engineering,
whether it’s science festivals, robotics competi-
tions, fairs that encourage young people to cre-
ate and build and invent, to be makers of things,
not just consumers of things.

I want you to know that I’m going to be
working alongside you. I’m going to participate
in a public awareness and outreach campaign to
encourage students to consider careers in sci-
ence and mathematics and engineering, be-
cause our future depends on it. And the De-
partment of Energy and the National Science
Foundation will be launching a joint initiative to
inspire tens of thousands of American students
to pursue these very same careers, particularly
in clean energy. 

It will support an educational campaign to
capture the imagination of young people who
can help us meet the energy challenge, and will
create research opportunities for undergradu-
ates and educational opportunities for women
and minorities who too often have been under-
represented in scientific and technological
fields, but are no less capable of inventing the
solutions that will help us grow our economy
and save our planet.

And it will support fellowships and interdisci-
plinary graduate programs and partnerships be-
tween academic institutions and innovative
companies to prepare a generation of Ameri-
cans to meet this generational challenge. For
we must always remember that somewhere in
America there’s an entrepreneur seeking a loan
to start a business that could transform an in-
dustry, but she hasn’t secured it yet. There’s a
researcher with an idea for an experiment that
might offer a new cancer treatment, but he
hasn’t found the funding yet. There’s a child
with an inquisitive mind staring up at the night
sky. And maybe she has the potential to change
our world, but she doesn’t know it yet.

As you know, scientific discovery takes far
more than the occasional flash of brilliance, as
important as that can be. Usually, it takes time
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and hard work and patience; it takes training;
it requires the support of a nation. But it holds
a promise like no other area of human endeav-
or. 

In 1968, a year defined by loss and conflict
and tumult, Apollo 8 carried into space the
first human beings ever to slip beyond Earth’s
gravity, and the ship would circle the Moon 10
times before returning home. But on its fourth
orbit, the capsule rotated and for the first time
Earth became visible through the windows.
Bill Anders, one of the astronauts aboard
Apollo 8, scrambled for a camera, and he took
a photo that showed the Earth coming up over
the Moon’s horizon. It was the first ever taken
from so distant a vantage point, and it soon be-
came known as “Earthrise.” 

Anders would say that the moment forever
changed him, to see our world, this pale blue
sphere, without borders, without divisions, at
once so tranquil and beautiful and alone. “We
came all this way to explore the Moon,” he
said, “and the most important thing is that we
discovered the Earth.”

Yes, scientific innovation offers us a chance
to achieve prosperity. It has offered us bene-
fits that have improved our health and our
lives, improvements we take too easily for
granted. But it gives us something more. At
root, science forces us to reckon with the truth
as best as we can ascertain it. 

And some truths fill us with awe. Others
force us to question long-held views. Science

can’t answer every question, and indeed, it
seems at times the more we plumb the myster-
ies of the physical world, the more humble we
must be. Science cannot supplant our ethics or
our values, our principles or our faith. But sci-
ence can inform those things and help put
those values—these moral sentiments, that
faith—can put those things to work, to feed a
child or to heal the sick, to be good stewards of
this Earth.

We are reminded that with each new dis-
covery and the new power it brings comes new
responsibility; that the fragility, the sheer spe-
cialness of life requires us to move past our
differences and to address our common prob-
lems, to endure and continue humanity’s striv-
ings for a better world.

As President Kennedy said when he ad-
dressed the National Academy of Sciences
more than 45 years ago: “The challenge, in
short, may be our salvation.”

Thank you all for all your past, present, and
future discoveries. May God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:12 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Ralph J. Cicerone,
president, National Academy of Sciences;
John P. Holdren, Director, White House Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy; Secre-
tary of Homeland Security Janet A. Napolita-
no; Secretary of Energy Steven Chu; and Sec-
retary of Education Arne Duncan.

Remarks Honoring the 2008 and 2009 NCAA Women’s Basketball
Champion University of Connecticut Huskies
April 27, 2009

Hello, everybody. Please have a seat. Have a
seat—except you guys. You guys can’t sit.
[Laughter] It is just wonderful to be here on
this beautiful day. Congratulations to Coach
Geno on just the incredible season that took
place as a consequence of these extraordinary
young women.

I want to just say that it is a thrill. This is one
of my favorite things about the job. I am a big
fan. I want to congratulate everybody who

runs the UCONN program, from the assis-
tants to the trainers, to the students to the tick-
et-takers, and of course, the UCONN fans ev-
erywhere, you should all be extraordinarily
proud.

And I want to thank again Coach, and his
wife Kathy, for being here. Congratulations al-
so on being coach of the year, although when
you win by an average of 30 points, it’s not that
hard of a selection to make. [Laughter] And
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we are thrilled that you’re going to be coaching
the women’s basketball team in the 2012 Olym-
pics. You’re going to do a great job.

Under Coach Auriemma’s leadership, this
Huskies program has redefined excellence
again and again: six of the last 15 NCAA titles;
five undefeated regular seasons; three unde-
feated championship seasons; two 39 and 0 sea-
sons. But for this team, an undefeated season
just wasn’t enough, they became the first team
in NCAA history, men or women’s, to win every
single game by double digits, which is just an
unbelievable statistic.

I want to congratulate also Maya, who is
here—Maya Moore—there you are. Raise your
hand. Naismith Award, National Player of the
Year, and an equally impressive achieve-
ment—Maya was one of only five players cho-
sen nationwide as first-team Academic All-
American. So give it up for Maya.

Renee Montgomery—where’s Renee? There
you are, Renee, holding the ball—for winning
the Honda Sports Award that recognizes the
top women’s player in the country not just for
athletics, but also academics, leadership, and
willingness to give back to her community; and
to all the players who make a true team.

It’s clear these women have a competitive
streak, that’s from what I understand, they have
trouble sometimes turning off that competitive
streak. I’ve heard that “Movie Pictionary” gets
pretty fierce among the women here. [Laugh-
ter]

But Coach Geno and each of these women
also understands that being champion doesn’t
stop when you step off the court. Just last week,
these ladies were recognized by the NCAA for
top academic performance as a team. And over
the course of 24 seasons, Coach Geno’s teams
have a 100-percent graduation rate. That is wor-
thy of some applause.

They also spend time off the court in service
to others. “Geno’s Cancer Team”—and I’m
wearing a bracelet that I just got, right here, I
want to show it off—raises money to fight can-
cer. And these young women visit pediatric pa-
tients, mentor at-risk youth to show they can
make something of themselves, and give their
time to folks in the communities who need it
most.

All of this makes the Storrs community stron-
ger; it makes the State of Connecticut stronger;
it makes our country stronger, and I know this
team gets a lot out of it in return.

I also want to say something as a father. You
know, it was this program in the mid-1990s as
much as anything that helped propel women’s
basketball into the national consciousness. And
thanks to players like each of these women and
those who came before them, our young wom-
en today look at themselves differently, espe-
cially tall young women, like my daughters. My
girls look at the TV when I’m watching
SportsCenter and they see women staring back.
That shows them that they can be champions
too. And so, as a father, I want to thank all of
you. Thank you to all the NCAA female athletes
who work hard day in, day out to set a positive
example to which our daughters can all aspire,
to be healthy and active, to be part of a team.

Finally, I understand that Coach Geno has
promised to go 40 and 0 next season. [Laughter]
So, Coach, if that happens, I guarantee you that
you will be welcome back at the White House.
[Laughter]

All right, give them a big round of applause.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. on the
South Portico at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Geno Auriemma, head
coach, Maya Moore, forward, and Renee Mont-
gomery, guard, University of Connecticut wom-
en’s basketball team.
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Memorandum on Delegation of Certain Authority Under the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008
April 27, 2009

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Delegation of Certain Authority Un-
der the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including section 301 of title 3, United
States Code, I hereby delegate to you the
functions and authority conferred upon the
President by section 722 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008,

Public Law 110–181, to establish and maintain
a Joint Pathology Center in the Department of
Defense.

You are authorized and directed to notify
the appropriate congressional committees and
publish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-
ister.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was not received
for publication in the Federal Register.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Senior Officials at the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and an Exchange With Reporters
April 28, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Good to
see you. I’m really looking forward to having a
chance to talk to Bob and the rest of his team.
He has been integral in many of our national
security conversations, our counterterrorism
strategy. I am extraordinarily pleased with the
job that the Director has done not just during
my tenure in office, but preceding me.

By all accounts, the FBI has done an out-
standing job of transitioning during an age of
terrorism, cyber threats, a whole host—identi-
ty theft—a whole host of new challenges. They
have been able to adapt. And with the Direc-
tor at the helm, I have very, very great confi-
dence that the FBI will continue to help keep
the American people safe.

I’m also pleased to see that there’s been, I
think, greatly improved coordination between
the FBI and State and local law enforcement
officials, something that had not always been
there previously. I think it’s been greatly im-
proved over the last several years.

So this gives me, basically, an opportunity to
hear directly from the FBI, and to say thank
you to all the dedicated agents and everybody

who’s out there working in the field to keep us
safe each and every day.

All right.

Air Force Presidential Jet Photo Opportunity
Over New York City

Q. Sir, what do you think of the Air Force
One incident——

The President. No—no questions——
Q. ——over New York City yesterday, sir?
Q. Are you concerned about New York City

yesterday, sir, with the Air Force plane?
The President. It was a mistake, as was stat-

ed. It was something we found out about along
with all of you, and it will not happen again.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. at
the J. Edgar Hoover FBI Building. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert S. Mueller III,
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation. Au-
dio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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Remarks to Federal Bureau of Investigation Employees
April 28, 2009

Good afternoon, everybody. Well, it is a good
excuse for you to be outside on a nice day. And
it is a great honor to be here with the men and
women of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Now, I am grateful to the FBI for the T-shirts,
for the teddy bear for the girls; even though
we’ve kept our promise on the dog, I wouldn’t
want to come home emptyhanded. [Laughter]

I want to thank your outstanding Director,
Robert Mueller—[applause]—not just for the
introduction, but because Bob has led the Bu-
reau during incredibly challenging times. He
became only the sixth Director of the FBI just 1
week before the 9/11 attacks, and since then he
has worked as hard as anybody to prevent addi-
tional attacks and to carry out the FBI’s enor-
mous responsibilities. So I appreciate him, and
I appreciate all of you. Thank you.

So last summer, the FBI celebrated its 100th
anniversary. I think it’s safe to say that it has
been an eventful century for the Bureau. Back
in 1908—oh, did somebody faint? Do we have a
EMT here? Right down here. Just give him a
little bit of space. This happened during my po-
litical campaign all the time. I was talking too
long, people would be falling out every which
way. [Laughter] They’re usually fine, they just
need a little bit of air and a little bit of water.
Right down here, right in the middle. Not
you—[laughter]—you’re doing fine. Right in
here. All right, I think they’ll be all right.

So back in 1908 there were just 34 Special
Agents reporting to Theodore Roosevelt’s At-
torney General. Today, there are over 30,000
men and women who work for the FBI. Back in
1908, those agents worked out of one building
here in Washington. And today, you work here
at FBI headquarters and at field offices across
America and in countries around the world.

So much has changed in the last 100 years.
Thank God for change. And part of what makes
the FBI so unique is its ability to adapt to an ev-
er-changing world. Back in 1908, even the most
imaginative of minds would have struggled to
anticipate all of the challenges that would con-
front the Bureau: from bank robbers to bootleg-
gers, from hate crimes to white-collar criminals,

from public corruption to counterintelligence,
from international terrorism to cyber threats.

The challenges of the 21st century have
called on us to think anew, and to act anew. And
in recent years, the Bureau has undergone a
profound transformation to keep pace. With the
attacks of 9/11, your mission became focused
more than ever before on prevention, so that we
have the capacity to uncover terrorist plots be-
fore they take hold. With the spread of new
technologies, you increasingly confront adver-
saries in unconventional areas, from transna-
tional networks to cyber crimes and espionage.
And through it all, you must continue to stay
one step ahead of all who step outside of the
law.

And I know that change means much more
than moving around some boxes on an organiza-
tional chart. You’ve set new priorities. You’ve
developed new capabilities. You’re working to
use new technologies and teach new skills. And
because these challenges cross borders, both
seen and unseen, you’ve developed new part-
nerships abroad, while sharing information
more effectively with law enforcement here at
home.

This is a tough business, but it is essential to
protecting our country. Because in the end, it’s
your hard work that makes the difference: your
decisions, your analysis, your action. Because of
you, the men and women of the FBI, the Amer-
ican people are safer, and our country is stron-
ger. For that, you have my personal gratitude,
but you also have the thanks of a grateful na-
tion.

So I know that much has changed in the last
100 years. But as your Director said, I know
that some things have remained constant. That
starts with the values that we have sworn to up-
hold: liberty and equality, opportunity, and the
rule of law. That’s the foundation upon which
America is built. That’s the purpose that has al-
ways guided our power. And that is why we
must always reject as the false—as false choices
the choice between our security and our ideals.

In so many ways, the FBI is a unique institu-
tion. You’re unique because the FBI is both an
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intelligence agency and a law enforcement
agency. You must both prevent danger and
help us pursue those who carry it out. You pro-
tect us and you protect the civil liberties that
we cherish.

But after all, that is why America is unique,
because of that fundamental belief that we are
committed both to our security and to the rule
of law, because of that hard-earned truth that
we are always stronger when we act in concert
with our most deeply held values.

I have no illusions that this is simple or easy.
Many of you made enormous sacrifices and
are incredibly dedicated. Living our values
means that we must hold ourselves to higher
standard than our enemies. We face a long
struggle against a determined adversary. We
know that Al Qaida is not constrained by a
constitution or by allegiance to anything other
than a hateful ideology and a determination to
kill as many innocents as possible. But what
makes the United States of America so special
is precisely the fact that we are willing to up-
hold our values and our ideals not just when
it’s easy, but when it’s hard. We’ve been called
to serve in such a time.

And I have to say that I am heartened but
what I see here today. Each of you has made
the decision to serve your country, and you are
dong so at a critical time. And you know, none
of us can know with certain what the future

will hold. But I do know that the FBI can and
will continue to adapt to new dangers, that you
will be critical in leading the way in keeping
this country safe. And we are counting on you.

There’s much to celebrate from the FBI’s
first 100 days [years].* We remember notori-
ous criminals who have been caught, and pub-
lic corruption that has been ended, and civil
rights that have been protected, and terrorist
plots that have been uncovered. None of that
would have been possible without the work of
men and women like you, and we’re calling on
you again.

Behind me is the motto that you carry for-
ward and that your Director alluded to: “Fi-
delity, Bravery, and Integrity.” These are more
than words etched into a building; they’re a
signal of the character of the men and women
who work here. And I am confident that if you
stay true to those words, no matter what chal-
lenge may come our way, we’ll be able to look
back a hundred years from now with the satis-
faction that you advanced the cause of Ameri-
ca’s security and America’s ideals in your time.
What an enormous gift that is to give back to
your country.

Thank you, God Bless you, and God Bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. at
the J. Edgar Hoover FBI Building.

Remarks Honoring the 2009 National and State Teachers of the Year
April 28, 2009

Please, everybody, have a seat on this beau-
tiful day. Welcome. This is our first official
Rose Garden ceremony—a place where so
many—yes, that’s worth applause, sure, why
not—[laughter]—this is place where so many
Presidents have honored so many citizens
who’ve made extraordinary contributions to
the life of our Nation.

Before I get to the main event, I want to
make sure that we acknowledge, first of all,
somebody who I think will end up being writ-
ten up as one of the greatest Secretaries of Ed-

ucation we’ve ever had, please give a round of
applause to Arne Duncan; an outstanding edu-
cator in her own right, Dr. Jill Biden. And I
want to give credit to Representative Jim
Himes, who’s here, and he represents the
Fourth District of Connecticut, which in-
cludes Mr. Mullen’s school district. So,
Jim—[applause].

You know, we’ve got a lot of teachers here
today, and I’m a big fan of teachers because
every single day in classrooms all across
America, you are making a difference. You

 * White House correction.
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don’t always get the recognition that you
deserve. We don’t always value the teaching
profession like we should. But every once in a
while, I think people start to understand, not
just in their own lives but in the lives of the
Nation, how important the teaching profession
is and how we’ve got to do a better job of lifting
it up. In a global economy where the greatest
job qualification isn’t what you can do but what
you know, our teachers are the key to our
Nation’s success; to whether America will lead
the world in the discoveries and the innovations
and economic prosperity of this new century.

And that’s why as President I’m committed
to doing everything I can to support the work of
teachers. That’s why we’re working to create
better standards and assessments that teachers
can use in their classroom. That’s why we’re
promoting innovation in teaching and learning,
making critical investments in early childhood
education, and helping more Americans walk
through the door of higher education.

And it’s why we’re taking groundbreaking
steps to recruit, prepare, support, and reward
outstanding teachers, to encourage our best and
brightest young people to follow in the foot-
steps of folks just like you. This is especially crit-
ical right now, as so many teachers from the ba-
by boom generation are preparing to retire—al-
though, they all look pretty young back
here—[laughter]—we’re not worried about
that. And recent evaluations of student perfor-
mance show that while we’re making progress,
we still have a long way to go.

I know, personally, Michelle knows that what
teachers do is not easy. My sister, Maya, is a
teacher; Jill Biden, a teacher. We know how
hard teachers work. And I know what all of you
do by staying past that last bell, staying up late
grading those papers, putting together lesson
plans, spending your own money on books and
supplies, and going beyond the call of duty. You
do it because you know that’s what will make a
difference, because you believe that there’s no
such thing as a child that can’t learn; that every
child has their own gifts, and it’s up to us to dis-
cover them, and it’s up to us to see in our chil-
dren what they can’t yet see in themselves.

And for you, those teachers who are in atten-
dance today and for so many of your colleagues

across this country, teaching is not just about a
paycheck, it’s a passion and it’s a calling.

Now, nobody, I think, exhibits that more
than our honoree today, our Teacher of the
Year, Tony Mullen. You know, Tony knew early
on in life that he wanted to be a teacher. But his
parents passed away when he was young, and he
had to find work, first at a factory, then at the
New York Police Department, where he rose
from police officer all the way to captain.

But Tony never lost sight of his dream, at-
tending college while he worked, becoming the
first in his family to get a degree, and going on
to get a master’s degree in education.

And during his time on the force, Tony saw a
lot of young people who’d gotten themselves in
trouble, and he knew he wanted to give kids like
that a second chance. So when he left the
NYPD, Tony actively searched for a job de-
scription that included phrases like “working
with students with severe behavioral and emo-
tional problems,” kids whom others might see
as difficult or impossible or lost causes. Tony
didn’t see them as lost causes. As his superin-
tendent put it, Tony “considers working with
these students an honor and a privilege.”

In his application for this award, Tony em-
phasized the importance of passion which, as he
puts it, “ignites a flame too bright to be ignored
by students.” That is the passion Tony brings to
his classroom every day, striving to engage ev-
ery student, connecting with those no one else
can reach, spending hours counseling students
individually, listening compassionately, giving
them his fullest attention.

And that’s just the beginning. In his spare
time, Tony mentors fellow teachers, he leads a
program to provide academic support to stu-
dents who’ve been expelled, and he’s the volun-
teer commissioner for a youth baseball league
that grew from 200 to 1,000 children under his
leadership, giving so many young people the
self-confidence and teamwork skills they need
to succeed.

Tony doesn’t ask for anything in return. As
he put it, “A teacher can receive no greater re-
ward than the knowledge that he or she helped
recover a lost student.”

Each of us carries with us in life the love and
wisdom of people like Tony, the special few
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who were there for us when we needed it
most: who pushed us when we were afraid;
who pulled us back when we were headed in
the wrong direction; who refused to give up on
us, no matter how difficult we were. I know
that’s certainly true for me. I was telling Tony
and his family in the office, Michelle and I
don’t come from a fancy background. The only
reason that we’re here is because at some
point there were people like Tony who helped
steer us in the right direction.

In recognizing Tony and all of you today,
we’re also recognizing countless others who
make the lives of our young people a little bit
better. And for that, we honor you, we thank
you, today and every single day.

So Tony Mullen, God bless you and God
bless the United States of America. Give Tony
a big round of applause.

[At this point, Mr. Mullen made brief re-
marks.]

Well, thank you everybody. And with that,
enjoy the day. I’m going to shake a few hands,
and I’m sure the First Lady will as well.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jill Biden, wife of Vice
President Joe Biden; Rep. James A. Himes;
and his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Tony Mullen,
2009 Teacher of the Year.

Statement on Congressional Action on Hate Crimes Prevention Legislation
April 28, 2009

This week the House of Representatives is
expected to consider H.R. 1913, the Local
Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention
Act of 2009. I urge Members on both sides of
the aisle to act on this important civil rights is-
sue by passing this legislation to protect all of

our citizens from violent acts of intolerance,
legislation that will enhance civil rights protec-
tions, while also protecting our freedom of
speech and association. I also urge the Senate
to work with my administration to finalize this
bill and to take swift action.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Kathleen Sebelius as Secretary of
Health and Human Services
April 28, 2009

The President. Congratulations, Madam
Secretary.

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Kathleen Sebelius. Thank you, sir.

The President. Here we go. We’re just going
to make a brief statement. I am thrilled to
have Kathleen Sebelius as my new Secretary
of Health and Human Services.

Obviously, we have a lot to do to make sure
that health care is affordable for the American
people, to deal with critical issues like food
safety. But we wanted to swear her in right
away because we’ve got a significant public
health challenge that requires her immediate
attention, and that is the H1N1 flu outbreak

that we’ve seen initially in Mexico and we now
see over a dozen cases here in the United
States. 

It is something that we have to monitor very
carefully. The officials who have been in
charge, including the Acting Director at the
CDC, those at Department of Homeland Se-
curity, have done an outstanding job, a superb
job, in managing the situation up to this point.

But we need all hands on deck, and so I am
thrilled that we have Secretary Sebelius taking
the reins. She is going to be immediately
briefed on the issues that we’re working on
right now. I expect her to hit the ground run-
ning, and I have every confidence that given
568



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 29
her experience as a Governor who’s managed
crises before, who’s worked on public health is-
sues since she’s been in public life, she is the
right person at the right time for the job.

So congratulations. We are thrilled, and you
are going to do a great job.

Secretary Sebelius. Thank you, sir. Honored
to serve.

The President. Thank you.

All right, thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:02 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Richard E. Besser, Acting Direc-
tor, Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. The transcript was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 29.

Remarks on Senator Arlen Specter’s Decision to Join the Senate Democratic
Caucus
April 29, 2009

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Vice President Joe Biden. Mr. President, as

we used to say in the Senate, I hope you’ll ex-
cuse a point of personal privilege here. Arlen
Specter has been my friend and my confidant
and my partner, and I his partner, in scores and
scores of major, major pieces of legislation and
issues for a long time. And beyond that, Mr.
President, he’s been there for me every time
things have been tough for me, and I hope I
have been there for him.

And it gives me great pleasure, great plea-
sure, Mr. President, to now officially be in the
same caucus with Arlen Specter. We’ve ridden
the train for so many years, we’ve visited each
other’s homes, our families, that it’s just, as,
again, a point of personal privilege, it’s just a de-
light to have no separation.

[At this point, Vice President Biden made brief
remarks, concluding as follows.]

So, Mr. President, I am pleased to introduce
a man of immense personal courage and un-
matched integrity, my friend, Arlen Specter.

Sen. Arlen Specter. Thank you.
Thank you, Mr. Vice President, and thank

you, Mr. President, for your support and en-
couragement. 

I was unwilling to subject my 29-year record
in the United States Senate to the Pennsylvania
Republican primary electorate, but I am
pleased to run in the primary on the Democrat-
ic ticket and am ready, willing, and anxious to
take on all comers in a general election.

I have not represented the Republican Party;
I have represented the people of Pennsylvania.
And I will continue to do just that. As I said yes-
terday, I will not be an automatic 60th vote.
There have been positions, which I talked about
yesterday and will not reenumerate, where I
stand in a different position from the traditional
position of the Democrats, and I will continue
that independence.

[Sen. Specter made brief remarks, concluding as
follows.]

When I talked to the President yesterday, I
said, “I haven’t seen you in the elevator lately.”
His office used to be right down the hall from
mine on the seventh floor of the Hart Building,
and he hadn’t come back lately, so I said I was
calling him up just to chit-chat. And I got to
know the President to some extent in the Sen-
ate. I talked too long already, but that’s—Joe
taught me how to do that.

Just one personal comment: The President
approached me when he was Senator Obama,
before the Democratic primary. And he said,
“Tell me, Arlen, if a Jewish kid from Kansas can
carry Pennsylvania, how can a black kid from
Kansas carry Pennsylvania?” And I gave him
some advice, and he became—[laughter]—he
became President of the United States of
America.

The President. That’s how it worked. Thank
you so much, Arlen. Thank you.

Well, let me start off by just saying I’m
thrilled to have Arlen in the Democratic Cau-
cus. I have told him that he will have my full
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support in the Democratic primary. Joe Biden
has said the same thing. We are confident that
Arlen Specter is going to get a sixth term in the
Senate, and the American people are going to
be better off for it.

I’d like to say a few more things about Ar-
len, but before I do, I’d like to briefly address
the ongoing challenge posed by the H1N1 flu
virus.

We are closely and continuously monitoring
the emerging cases of this virus throughout
the United States. Overnight we also received
confirmation that an infant in Texas has died
as a result of this virus. And my thoughts and
prayers and deepest condolences go out to the
family, as well as those who are ill and recover-
ing from this flu.

This is obviously a serious situation, serious
enough to take the utmost precautions. Secre-
tary Napolitano, Secretary Sebelius, and our
entire team are in close contact with State and
local authorities around the Nation. But I
would also urge health agencies in local com-
munities to be vigilant about identifying sus-
pected cases of this virus in your areas and re-
porting them to the appropriate State and
Federal authorities in a timely way. We need
your assistance.

It’s also the recommendation of our public
health officials that schools with confirmed or
suspected cases of H1N1 should strongly con-
sider temporarily closing so that we can be as
safe as possible. If the situation becomes more
serious and we have to take more extensive
steps, then parents should also think about
contingencies if schools in their areas do tem-
porarily shut down, figuring out and planning
what their childcare situation would be.

If we ended up having a school closure, a
child was sick, just sending a child from the
school to a day care center is not a good solu-
tion. So we would have to think through, and
each parent, I think, would have to think
through what options would be available to
them in the event that this became more seri-
ous.

Yesterday, I also requested from Congress
an immediate 1.5 billion in emergency fund-
ing. This funding will ensure that we have ade-
quate supplies of vaccines and the equipment

to handle a potential outbreak. It will ensure
that these vaccines and equipment get to
where they need to go around the country.
And it will provide for sufficient planning and
preparation at the State and local levels.

And every American should know that the
Federal Government is prepared to do what-
ever is necessary to control the impact of this
virus. But there are also steps that Americans
can take individually. They’re the same steps
that you would take to prevent any other flu:
Keep your hands washed, cover your mouth
when you cough, stay home from work if you
are sick, keep your children home from school
if they are sick.

I’ll continue to get constant updates on the
situation from the responsible agencies, and
we will continue to offer regular updates to the
American people about the steps they need to
take and the steps that we are taking. And I
can assure you that we will be vigilant in moni-
toring the progress of this flu and I will make
every judgment based on the best science
available.

Now, part of the reason we have such an
outstanding array of scientists and researchers
is because of the tireless efforts of the gentle-
man standing to my right. Having courageous-
ly battled multiple life-threatening diseases of
his own—and let me tell you, Arlen Specter is
one tough hombre—he has become a champi-
on for public health in this country. He’s most
recently responsible for the increase in fund-
ing for the National Institutes of Health so
that it can continue to discover the cures and
treatments that will save countless lives.

And that brings me to why we’re here today.
Today I have the honor of standing next to the
newest Democrat from the State of Pennsylva-
nia. I know that the decision Senator Specter
made yesterday wasn’t easy. It required long
and careful consideration, and it required
courage. But I know that it also reflects an in-
dependence that has been the hallmark of Ar-
len Specter’s career since the days he arrived
in Washington. He has never been in the Sen-
ate to fight for any particular party, but rather
for the men and women of Pennsylvania who
sent him here.
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And this is also why I don’t expect that Sena-
tor Specter will agree with every decision I
make and support every single one of those pol-
icies. I don’t accept—I don’t expect Arlen to be
a rubber stamp; I don’t expect any Member of
Congress to be a rubber stamp. In fact, I’d like
to think that Arlen’s decision reflects a recogni-
tion that this administration is open to many dif-
ferent ideas and many different points of view,
that we seek cooperation and common ground,
and that in these 100 days we’ve begun to move
this Nation in the right direction.

As I told Senator Specter yesterday, he has
my full support, my full commitment to work
with him on those areas where we do agree, ar-
eas like health care, education, expanding
America’s manufacturing base, and medical re-
search. I look forward to working with the Sena-
tor on these and other issues in the coming
weeks and months. I’m eager to receive his
counsel and advice, especially when he dis-
agrees. And I have great respect and admiration
for the decision that he has made.

Senator Specter often tells the story about his
father, Harry Specter, who came to this country
from Russia nearly a century ago. He fought in
World War I and was seriously wounded in ac-

tion. Later, he became one of the thousands of
veterans who never received the bonus that our
Government promised in return for the brave
service that they had rendered to our Nation.
Many of these veterans would later march on
Washington because of that broken promise,
and some were shot at by their own Govern-
ment because they were voicing dissent.

Arlen Specter has said that his career in pub-
lic service has been one long journey to get his
father’s bonus. And until he does, he plans to
keep on running. It’s a metaphor that’s particu-
larly apt today as he begins the next chapter in
his proud effort to fight for all those men and
women who need and deserve a voice in Wash-
ington.

And so I’m grateful that he is here. And I’m
also grateful that Joe Biden paid him a little at-
tention on the train. [Laughter] Thank you
much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 a.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Secretary
of Homeland Security Janet A. Napolitano; and
Secretary of Health and Human Services Kath-
leen Sebelius.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Arnold, Missouri
April 29, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. Thank
you. Everybody please have a seat. Have a seat.
Thank you so much. What a wonderful intro-
duction. It’s good to be out of Washington,
good to be back in the Midwest.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. Love you back. 
Let me, first of all, ask everybody to give a

huge round of applause to Linda for the great
introduction and everything that she’s been do-
ing in the community. Thank you so much.

I’ve got a few other friends who are here, you
may know them, I want to make sure that I ac-
knowledge them. One of, I think, the finest
Members of Congress that we have and some-
body who’s just been a great friend of mine, she
is somebody you want in the foxhole with you

when you got a tough fight. Please give a huge
round of applause to Claire McCaskill.

We’ve got one of the finest new Governors in
the country, Jay Nixon. Where did Jay go?
There he is. An outstanding secretary of State
and somebody who I think may turn out to be
pretty good in Washington, if she just so de-
cides, Robin Carnahan. We’ve got attorney gen-
eral Chris Koster here; State treasurer Clint
Zweifel; a great friend who was with me from
the start, Susan Montee, your State auditor. We
have our outstanding host today, Mayor Ron
Counts of Arnold. We’ve got Congressman
Russ Carnahan, who’s voting on the budget to-
day, but I want everybody to give him a big
round of applause anyway.
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I want to thank everybody here at Fox High
School for their hospitality. I want to thank
your lovely school superintendent, who is just
doing an outstanding job. Please stand up. I
want to thank the Warriors for the basketball
jersey, which I will wear with pride, al-
though—[applause]—yeah! If I ever get to
play basketball again—[laughter]—they’ve
been keeping me a little busy.

It is great to be back in the middle of Amer-
ica, where common sense often reigns. And
this reminds me of why I like to get out of
Washington now and again. Last time I was in
Missouri was just under 6 months ago, at a
high school a lot like this one. We were in
Springfield. It was 2 days before the election,
and I was making my final case to the Ameri-
can people. And it was just an unbelievable
crowd, bigger than anything anybody had ex-
pected. And so we’re here in Missouri to—we
were here in Missouri at the end of a long
journey to the White House, and so now I
want to come back and speak to you at the be-
ginning of another long journey. Today marks
100 days since I took the oath of office to be
your President—100 days. It’s a good thing.
[Applause] Thank you.

Now, back in November, some folks were
surprised that we showed up in Springfield at
the end of our campaign. But then again, some
folks were surprised that we even started our
campaign in the first place. They didn’t give us
much of a chance. They didn’t think we could
do things differently. They didn’t know if this
country was ready to move in a new direction.

But here’s the thing, my campaign wasn’t
born in Washington. My campaign was rooted
in neighborhoods just like this one, in towns
and cities all across America, rooted in folks
who work hard and look after their families
and seek a brighter children—future for their
children and for their communities and for
their country. It was driven by workers who
were tired of seeing their jobs shipped over-
seas, their health care costs go up, their
dreams slip out of reach. It was grounded in a
sense of unity and common purpose with ev-
ery single American, whether they voted for
me on election day or voted for somebody
else. It was energized by every citizen who be-

lieved that the size of our challenges had out-
grown the smallness of our politics. My cam-
paign was possible because the American peo-
ple wanted change.

I ran for President because I wanted to car-
ry those voices—your voices—with me to
Washington. And—[applause]—so I just want
everybody to understand: You’re who I’m
working for every single day in the White
House. I’ve heard your stories. I know you
sent me to Washington because you believed
in the promise of a better day. And I don’t
want to let you down.

You believed that after an era of selfishness
and greed, that we could reclaim a sense of re-
sponsibility on Wall Street and in Washington,
as well as on Main Street. You believed that in-
stead of huge inequalities and an economy
that’s built on a bubble, we could restore a
sense of fairness to our economy and build a
new foundation for lasting growth and pros-
perity. You believed that at a time of war, we
could stand strong against our enemies and
stand firmly for our ideals, and show a new
face of American leadership to the world.
That’s the change that you believed in. That’s
the trust you placed in me. It’s something I
will never forget, the fact that you made this
possible.

So today, on my 100th day in office, I’ve
come back to report to you, the American peo-
ple, that we have begun to pick ourselves up
and dust ourselves off, and we’ve begun the
work of remaking America. We’re working to
remake America.

Now, we’ve got a lot of work to do, because
on our first day in office we found challenges
of unprecedented size and scope. Our econo-
my was in the midst of the most serious down-
turn since the Great Depression. Banks had
stopped lending. The housing market was
crippled. The deficit was at $1.3 trillion. And
meanwhile, families continued to struggle with
health care costs, too many of our kids couldn’t
get the education they needed, the Nation re-
mained trapped by our dangerous dependence
on foreign oil.

Now, these challenges could not be met
with half-measures. They couldn’t be met with
the same old formulas. They couldn’t be
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confronted in isolation. They demanded action
that was bold and sustained. They demand
action that is bold and sustained. They call on us
to clear away the wreckage of a painful
recession, but also, at the same time, lay the
building blocks for a new prosperity. And that’s
the work that we’ve begun over these first 100
days.

To jump-start job creation and get our econ-
omy moving again, we passed the most ambi-
tious economic recovery plan in our Nation’s
history. And already, we’re beginning to see this
change take hold. In Jefferson City, over 2,500
jobs will be created on Missouri’s largest wind
farm, so that American workers are harnessing
clean, American energy. Across the State,
roughly 20,000 transportation jobs will be sup-
ported by the Recovery Act, so that Missourians
are rebuilding your roads, your bridges, your
rails.

To restore fairness to our economy, we’ve
taken several steps with Congress to strengthen
the middle class. We cut taxes for 95 percent of
American households through a tax cut that will
put $120 billion directly into your pockets. We
finally signed a law long overdue that will pro-
tect equal pay for equal work for American
women. We extended health care to millions of
children across this country.

We launched a housing plan that’s already
contributed to a spike in the number of home-
owners who are refinancing their mortgages,
which is the equivalent of another tax cut for
them. And if you haven’t refinanced, you might
want to take a look and see if it’s possible, be-
cause that can save people a lot of money.
We’ve taken steps to unfreeze the market for
auto loans and student loans and small-business
loans. And we’re acting with the full force of the
Federal Government to ensure that our banks
have the capital and the confidence to lend
money to the families and business owners who
keep this economy running.

Now, even as we cleared away the wreckage,
I’ve also said that we can’t go back to an econo-
my that’s built on a pile of sand, on inflated
home prices and maxed-out credit cards; on
overleveraged banks and outdated regulations
that allowed the recklessness of just a few peo-
ple to threaten the prosperity of all of us.

So that’s why I introduced a budget and oth-
er measures that build on the Recovery Act to
lay a new foundation for growth, a foundation
that’s built on five pillars that will strengthen
our economy and help us compete in the 21st
century: number one, new investments in edu-
cation that will equip our workers with the right
skills and training; number two, new invest-
ments in renewable energy that will create mil-
lions of jobs and new industries; number three,
new investments in health care that will cut
costs for families and businesses; number four,
new savings that will bring down our deficit;
and number five, new rules for Wall Street that
reward drive and innovation.

Now, I’ve got to say that some of the people
in Washington have been surprised. They said,
“Boy, he’s so ambitious; he’s been trying to do
so much.” Now, maybe they’re not accustomed
to this, but there’s no mystery to what we’ve
done. The priorities that we’ve acted upon were
the things that we said we’d do during the cam-
paign. I mean, it’s not like anybody should be
surprised. The policies we’ve proposed were
plans we talked about for 2 years, in places like
this, all across the country with ordinary Ameri-
cans. The changes that we’ve made are the
changes we promised. That’s what you should
expect from a President. You may not always
agree with me, but if you take a look at what I
said I was going to do when I was running for
office, and you now look at what we are in the
middle of doing, we’re doing what we said we’d
do. So—[applause].

Now, after 100 days, I’m pleased with the
progress we’ve made, but I’m not satisfied. I’m
confident in the future, but I’m not content
with the present, not when there are workers
who are still out of jobs, families who still can’t
pay their bills; not when there are too many
Americans who can’t afford their health care, so
many of our children being left behind and our
Nation’s not leading the world in developing
21st century energy. I’m not satisfied, and I
know you aren’t either. The crisis that we’re
confronting was many years in the making; it
will take us time to overcome it. We’ve come a
long way, we can see the light on the horizon,
but we’ve got a much longer journey ahead.
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And one of the encouraging things for me is
the fact that the American people know this.
You know that our progress has to be mea-
sured in the results that we achieve over many
months and years, not the minute-by-minute
talk in the media. And you know that progress
comes from hard choices and hard work, not
miracles. I’m not a miracle worker. We’ve got
a lot of tough choices and hard decisions and
hard work ahead of us. The 100th day might
be a good time to reflect on where we are, but
it’s more important to where we’re going that
we focus on the future, because we can’t rest
until our economy is growing and we’ve built
that new foundation for our prosperity.

We can’t rest until we reform those outdat-
ed rules and regulations that allowed this crisis
to happen in the first place. And that’s why
I’ve called for tough, new, commonsense rules
of the road that punish abuse and reward drive
and innovation in the financial sector. I expect
a bill to arrive on my desk for signature before
this year is out. We are going to make sure this
kind of crisis does not happen again.

We can’t rest until we have schools that pre-
pare our children for the challenges of the 21st
century. And we’ve already made historic in-
vestments in education and college affordabili-
ty. I was talking to your superintendent about
all the wonderful things that she’s going to be
able to do with some of the money that came
out of the recovery package. We’re going to
continue to help our schools meet high stan-
dards and close achievement gaps. And we’re
going to reward teachers for performance and
give them new pathways for advancement.
And we will seek the goal of once again—[ap-
plause]. We are going to seek the goal of once
again having the highest proportion of college
graduates in the world—we’re going to do it
by 2020.

We can’t rest until we harness the renew-
able energy that can create millions of new
jobs and new industries. The Recovery Act will
double the supply of renewable energy, but
the only way to truly spark an energy transfor-
mation is through a gradual, market-based cap
on carbon pollution so that energy—clean en-
ergy is the profitable kind of energy. And we
can do this in a way that creates jobs. That’s

how we can grow our economy, enhance our
security, and protect our planet at the same
time.

I don’t think we can rest until we have a
21st century health care system that makes
sense, one that cuts costs for families and busi-
nesses across America. And that’s why we in-
vested in preventative care, we’ve invested in
electronic records; that’s why my budget
makes a downpayment on reform that will fi-
nally make quality health care affordable for
every American. And I look forward to work-
ing with both parties in Congress to make this
reform a reality in the months to come.

And we can’t rest until we restore the fiscal
discipline that will keep us from leaving our
children with a mountain of debt. And working
with people like Claire McCaskill, we have al-
ready put forward a budget that will cut the
deficit in half by the end of my first term.
We’ve launched a procurement reform effort
that will greatly reduce no-bid contracts and
will save $40 billion. We’re going through the
budget line by line, page by page. We’ve al-
ready identified more than 100 programs to
reduce or eliminate because they don’t work.
And I’ve personally asked the leadership in
Congress to pass into law rules that follow the
simple principle: You pay for what you spend,
so that Government acts the same way any re-
sponsible family does. If you want a tax cut,
you got to pay for it. If you want a new pro-
gram, you got to pay for it. Tell the American
people the truth: How are you going to pay for
it?

And finally, we can’t rest until America is
secure and our leadership is restored. And
that’s why I’ve begun to end the war in Iraq
through a responsible transition to Iraqi con-
trol. It is their country, they need to take con-
trol. That’s why we have a new strategy to dis-
rupt and dismantle and defeat Al Qaida in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. That’s why we’ve re-
newed our diplomacy to reduce the spread of
nuclear weapons, to speak directly to our ad-
versaries, and strengthen relations in the
hemisphere.

And that’s why we have rejected the false
choice between our security and our ideals.
That’s why I ordered the closing of the
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detention center at Guantanamo. That’s why I
prohibited the use of torture, because America
is stronger than any enemy, and we always have
been, precisely because we do what’s right not
just when it’s easy, but when it’s hard. That’s
what sets us apart.

We’re living through extraordinary times. We
didn’t ask for all the challenges that we face, but
we’re determined to answer the call to meet
them. That’s the spirit I see everywhere I go.
That’s the spirit we need to sustain, because the
answer to our problems will ultimately be found
in the character of the American people. We
need soldiers and diplomats, scientists, teach-
ers, workers, entrepreneurs. We need your ser-
vice. We need your active citizenship. That’s
why I recently signed a bill that will create hun-
dreds of thousands of opportunities for the
American people to serve. That’s why I will con-
tinue to ask for your help and your ideas and
your support to make the changes that we need.

I want to warn you, there will be setbacks. It
will take time. But I promise you I will always
tell you the truth about the challenges that we
face and the steps that we are taking to meet
them. I will continue to measure my progress
by the progress that you see in your own lives.
And I believe that years from now we are going
to be able to look back at this time as the mo-
ment when the American people once again
came together to reclaim their future. That’s
what this is about.

Thank you, everybody. Thank you.
All right, this is the fun part. Everybody sit

back down. I’m going to take questions. There
are no rules, nobody’s been prescreened. And
we’re not going to be able to get through all of
the questions that people want to ask, so if you
can raise your hand, I will try to call on you.
We’re going to go girl, boy, girl, boy, so nobody
thinks I’m biased. I’ll try to just go around the
gym and we’ll get to as many as we can. If you
can stand up, introduce yourself when the ques-
tion’s been asked, and we should have some mi-
crophones in the audience, right? Where are
microphone people? Raise up your mikes.
Okay, so we’ve got a few here. So wait for the
microphone so everybody can hear your ques-
tion.

All right, this gentleman right here—right
there. Yes, you. I guess we’re going boy, girl.
You can go ahead and hand him the mike.
Thanks.

U.S. Auto Industry

Q. Yes, my name is Ray Pashia, I’m a retired
auto worker from General Motors. And I was
just curious, with all the—what’s going on in the
news and with the contracts and everything,
where is this all eventually going to leave the re-
tirees, the pensions, and our health care? I
mean, we also are considered middle class——

The President. Keep the mike near you.
Q. Oh, I’m sorry. We’re also considered mid-

dle class, and it seems like they keep constantly
wanting to take it away from the auto worker
and prosecuting us, instead of the corporate
that brought us to this.

The President. Good. Well, it’s a good ques-
tion. Let me talk about what’s happening with
autos, because, obviously, this is a big concern
for everybody. I believe that the U.S. should
have a strong auto industry; I believe that. One
of the things, one of the transitions I want to
make, I want us to get back to making things,
not just shuffling paper around. And that—so
the auto industry is a major part of that.

Now, what is also true is that the decisions
that were made over decades put the U.S. auto
industry in a bad spot. We used to build the cars
that consumers wanted, and at a certain point
those weren’t the cars that were being de-
signed. Now, in fairness to the auto industry, a
lot of the cars that are coming out of Detroit
now have gotten really good. They are on par
with foreign imports. But the problem is, is that
because of a lot of those bad decisions catching
up, even though there’s some very good prod-
ucts out there, overall the companies were in
really bad shape.

Now, the Bush administration had already
given several billions of dollars worth of aid, and
GM and Chrysler were told to come up with a
plan. When they presented the plan to us, my
responsibility to taxpayers is to look at those
plans in a realistic way and figure are these
plans going to work in order to put these auto
companies on a firm, solid footing where they
can operate without government subsidies and
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succeed and compete in the marketplace. Be-
cause we’ve got the best workers, we just need
the best plans. Right? And—[applause].

Unfortunately, the plan that they presented
just weren’t realistic. I mean, we did a pretty
thoroughgoing analysis of this thing and you
couldn’t—what they were doing wasn’t paint-
ing a picture of how they could be viable over
the long term—without being wards of the
State. And, frankly, there’s no way that we
were going to get taxpayers to just, every few
months, just give a few more billion dollars,
because there are a lot of other industries that
would love to have those kinds of subsidies.

So we are now at the point where Chrysler
is supposed to report back to us in the next day
or two about their plans for a potential merger
with Fiat, and the Fiat management has actu-
ally done a good job transforming their indus-
try. We’re hoping that you can get a merger
where the taxpayers will put in some money to
sweeten the deal, but ultimately the goal is we
get out of the business of building cars, and
Chrysler goes and starts creating the cars that
consumers want. And one of the potential ad-
vantages of a merger is new technologies
where Chrysler starts making fuel-efficient,
clean energy cars that will meet the needs of
the future market.

We don’t know yet whether the deal is go-
ing to get done. I will tell you that the workers
at Chrysler have made enormous sacrific-
es—enormous sacrifices—to try to keep the
company going. One of the key questions now
is, are the bond holders, the lenders, the mon-
ey people, are they willing to make sacrifices
as well? We don’t know yet, so there’s still a
series of negotiations that are taking place.

I can tell you that no matter what happens,
we want to provide certain protections to retir-
ees for their health care and their pensions.
That will also be expensive for taxpayers. But
my attitude is we got here not because our
workers didn’t do a great job trying to build a
great product. It was because management de-
cisions betrayed workers.

There are going to be some long-term ad-
justments that have to be made, though, both
for Chrysler and GM. GM, by the way, has 30
more days, because their restructuring is more

thoroughgoing than what was required with
Chrysler. But I can guarantee you I will—I
look at this from the perspective of how can I
create a strong, viable, competitive auto indus-
try that is giving workers an opportunity to
build a great product, take pride in that prod-
uct, and continue to support their families and
build communities that are strong.

That’s my entire orientation, and how do I
do that in a way that doesn’t waste taxpayer
money, because, as I said, people in other in-
dustries would love help, as well, and I’ve got
to be fair to people who aren’t in the auto in-
dustry. If we’re going to do it, it’s got to be be-
cause we think that we’ve got a long-term plan
that actually makes sense. I think we can get
there, but we’ve still got a little more work to
do.

All right. Young lady up there in the pink,
right there. There we go.

Education Reform

Q. Hi, my name is Brenda Hudspeth, and
I’m a school counselor in the Fox C–6 district.
President Obama, what do you feel is the big-
gest challenge facing our educational system
today, and how do you plan on meeting those
challenges?

The President. Okay, excellent question. I
believe that we’ve got a multitude of challeng-
es. So rather than just isolate on one, let me
talk about several.

Our children are coming out of high
school—in some cases, they’re not even gradu-
ating high school, but even if they graduate
from high school—ranked lower on math, sci-
ence scores than many other advanced indus-
trialized countries. Nations like China and In-
dia are starting to turn out more engineers,
more scientists. If we aren’t able to compete
technologically, we’re not going to be able to
compete, because this is a knowledge-based
economy. We can have some people who are
really willing to work hard, but if the technolo-
gy is coming from overseas and all we’re com-
peting for is just our labor, then over time
those countries will get richer, our countries
will get poorer.

So we’ve got to upgrade across the board,
not just in poor, underprivileged schools, but
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across the board. We’ve got to upgrade the per-
formance levels of our young people. Now, in
order to do that, the single biggest ingredient is
the quality of our teachers. Single most impor-
tant factor in the classroom is the quality of the
person standing at the front of the classroom.
And that’s why our recovery package put a lot of
emphasis on teacher training, teacher recruit-
ment, teacher retention, professional develop-
ment.

And I’ve got a terrific young Secretary of Ed-
ucation, Arne Duncan, who is—[ap-
plause]—and he is so passionate, but he’s
tough. And he wants to push school districts to
really do what it takes to give teachers the sup-
port that they need. Now, that involves a whole
range of things. It means that how we train and
recruit teachers in the first place; how do we
match them up with master teachers so that
they learn best practices; how do we make sure
that if they’re coming in and they don’t have all
the professional background they need in some-
thing—a subject area like science, that we give
them the training they need; and how do we re-
cruit people who might be great teachers, but
didn’t go through the conventional channels. If
there’s a chemist out there somewhere who
wants to teach, we should be able to get him in-
to the classroom in an expedited way, because
he or she is bringing skills that we need.

I just gave an award to the Teacher of the
Year, who was a police officer, a cop—had gone
to the—had become a captain in the New York
City Police Department and then decided that
he wanted to pursue his lifelong love of learning
and went back to teach, and asked for the
toughest-to-teach kids. Well, we want to en-
courage people like that who have a passion for
teaching.

Now, I also want to increase teacher pay so
that a lot more people want to go into teaching.
The deal I’ve got to strike with teachers,
though—I may not get as much applause on
this—[laughter]—is I would like to work with
teachers and the teachers unions, because I’m a
union guy, but I do believe that it’s important
for the unions to work flexibly with school dis-
tricts in a consensual fashion to find ways so
that if you’ve got a really excellent teacher, after

15, 20 years, they can get paid a little bit more,
right? For—if they’re doing a really good job.

And now the flip side—I’m telling you, I’m
getting to the point where I’m not going to get
applause. If you’ve got a bad teacher who
can’t—after given all the support and the train-
ing that they need is just not performing up to
snuff, we’ve got to find that person a new job.
So—[applause].

Just a couple more comments on education
generally. A lot of schools still aren’t using tech-
nology as well as they could in the classroom.
And one of the things we’re trying to do with
the Recovery Act is to help schools get broad-
band, get computers, but then also train people
to use it properly. I think we can do more with
technology. Once kids get out of high school,
making college affordable is absolutely critical.
We have to redesign the college experience so
that, not everybody is going to go to school for 4
years right in a row when they’re 18. Some peo-
ple are going to work for 2 years, then go back
to school for 2 years once they figure out some-
thing they’re interested in, go back to work,
maybe 5 years down the road, they need to re-
train.

We’ve got to create a pathway for lifelong
learning for young people, and not-so-young
people, so that all American workers are contin-
ually upgrading their skills. So we want to put a
lot more emphasis on community colleges and
how they are working effectively together.

Let me make a last point because I don’t
want to—I could talk about this stuff forever.
One last point which I always have to remind
people of, I said that the biggest ingredient in
school performance is the teacher, that’s the
biggest ingredient within a school. But the sin-
gle biggest ingredient is the parent. And so this
is an example where, people are always trying to
say: “Oh, Obama, is he liberal? Is he conserva-
tive?” Well, I want Government to do what it
should do, but there’s some things Government
can’t do. That’s where I’m conservative. Gov-
ernment can’t force parents to turn off the TV
set and tell your kid to sit down and do their
homework. I can’t do that. That’s not my job;
that’s your job. Well, it is my job with Sasha and
Malia. [Laughter] Those two, I’m responsible
for.
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But the other part of it is, it’s not just mak-
ing sure your kids are doing their homework,
it’s also instilling a thirst for knowledge and ex-
cellence. It’s been noted widely that there are
a lot of immigrant students who come from
very modest backgrounds economically that
end up doing very well. And why is that? Well,
the difference is, is that in their families and in
their communities a lot of times they’ve got
that attitude that used to be prevalent, but
sometimes we’re losing—sometimes I worry
we’re losing—and that is, boy, it is a privilege
to learn, it’s a privilege to discover new things,
it’s cool to be smart. We want to reward kids
for doing well in school.

And the community can help the parents.
Listen, I love basketball, but the smartest kid
in the school, the National Science Award win-
ner, should be getting as much attention as the
basketball star. That’s a change that we’ve got
to initiate in our community. So, all right.

Gentleman in the tie there, since he wore a
tie. That was really nice of him. We appreciate
that. Thank you.

Social Security Reform/Health Care Reform

Q. Hi, my name is Jake Gerrein, and I’m the
junior class vice president of Fox High School.

The President. All right.
Q. I was just curious to what policies you’re

going to put into place in order to protect So-
cial Security for the upcoming generations.

The President. That’s a good question. Let
me, first of all, a lot of people know this, but I
always want to try to explain how Social Secu-
rity works so that you have a better sense of
what we have to do, going forward.

Social Security is not an individual account.
When you pay your payroll tax, it doesn’t go
into—I’m sorry, what was your name? Jay? It
doesn’t go into Jay’s account. Your Social Se-
curity tax goes to pay for current retirees. And
hopefully when you retire, young people who
are working then, their money will go to pay
for your retirement. 

So it’s an intergenerational commitment
that we make to each other. What we say is,
look, all of us are going to grow old, so we’re
going to make sure that there’s enough money
in there for your retirement. And those of us

who are currently working, we pay into the kit-
ty to make sure that that happens, and then we
expect that the next generation is going to do
the same. All right?

Now, here’s the problem that we confront,
and this is a solvable problem. I’ve got—there
are some problems that are really hard to
solve; this is actually one that we can solve.
And that is—the problem is that the baby
boomers, there were a lot of them, and they’re
getting older. Even though they deny it,
they’re getting older. So what’s happening is
you’re getting a big bulge of people who are
retiring and you’ve got fewer workers support-
ing more retirees. That means you got more
money going out, less money coming in, and
so you get a mismatch.

Now, what’s been happening is, up until
very recently, we’ve been running a surplus in
the Social Security account. So there should
be enough money, and if we were wise then all
that money would be there and then
we—we’re going to start running a deficit as
the baby boomers start retiring, but we would
have accumulated all this money and it
would—everything would be fine.

But a couple of things have happened.
Number one is that the Social Security trust
fund, there wasn’t a fence around it so people
started borrowing out of it for other things.
That’s not helpful. But the other part of it is, is
that there’s still going to be a gap if we don’t
do anything, even if we repay all the money in-
to the trust fund, there’s still a gap because
there are too many retirees.

So it’s not that Social Security would go
away, Jay. The problem would be that by the
time you retire, you’d be getting 75 cents for
every dollar that was promised to you. So
you’d get cheated out of a little bit of your So-
cial Security. That’s why when people say So-
cial Security is going bankrupt, that’s not true.
The problem is not that it’s going bankrupt;
the problem is just that your benefit—it would
be the equivalent of a benefit cut of about 25
percent if we don’t start making some changes.

Now, there are only a handful of ways to
make these changes. Number one, you could
just keep on trying to borrow a trillion dollars,
or a couple trillion, or however much it takes
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from China. But that’s not such a good solution,
because you’d end up having to pay interest on
them. And at some point they’re just going to be
tired of lending to us because they’ve got their
own senior citizens that they want to take care
off.

Second option is to gradually raise the retire-
ment age. Now, I don’t think this is the best op-
tion just because we just talked to an auto work-
er over here; that’s hard work. And if peo-
ple’s—if the retirement age is already 67, and
now you want to get it up to 68 or 69, if you’re
working on an assembly line, and you’ve been
doing that for 50 years, or 40 years, that’s some
tough stuff. If you’re a Senator, you can work
until, you know—[laughter]—but if you’re do-
ing real work—[laughter]—now that’s—except
for Claire. Claire does some real work. Claire is
a hard worker.

You could cut benefits. You could raise the
tax on everybody, so everybody’s payroll tax
goes up a little bit. Or you can do what I think is
probably the best solution, which is you can
raise the cap on the payroll tax. 

Now, let me explain one last point about this.
Whether you are Bill Gates or you are Jay, ju-
nior at Fox High School, you pay the same rate
on your payroll tax, but what happens is, is that
it gets capped out at $102,000. Now, the major-
ity of people here—for almost everybody here,
what that means is, is that you pay a payroll tax
on every dime that you earn. But if you’re Bill
Gates, that means you’re only paying payroll tax
on 1/10th of 1 percent of what you earn, be-
cause you earn so much more. One hundred
thousand dollars, that’s just the first fraction of
what you earn, and then you stop paying it.

So what I’ve said is, look, for wealthier peo-
ple why don’t we raise the cap? Make them pay
a little more payroll tax. Not everybody is wild
about this idea, not surprisingly. And so what I
would like to do—I had a fiscal responsibility
summit where I brought together Republicans,
Democrats, experts on all these issues; how do
we start dealing with our long-term deficits, our
long-term debt. I actually think that we could
get all those folks together, and we could come
up with a solution that would ensure stability of
the Social Security system for a long, long time
to come.

Let me just make this last point though. The
big problem we have with entitlements is not
Social Security, it’s Medicare. Medicare and
Medicaid, the two health care programs that
the Federal Government helps support, those
are the things that are really breaking the bank.

I know you’ve been hearing all these argu-
ments about, “Oh, Obama is just spending cra-
zy, look at these huge trillion-dollar deficits,
blah, blah, blah.” Well, let me make a point.
Number one, we inherited a $1.3 trillion deficit.
That wasn’t from my—that wasn’t me; that
wasn’t me. Number two, there is almost uni-
form consensus among economists that in the
middle of the biggest crisis—financial crisis
since the Great Depression, we had to take ex-
traordinary steps. So you’ve got a lot of Republi-
can economists who agree that we had to do a
stimulus package, and we had to do something
about the banks. Those are one-time charges,
and they’re big, and they’ll make our deficits go
up over the next 2 years. But those aren’t the
problem that we face long term.

What we face long term, the biggest problem
we have is that Medicare and Medicaid—health
care costs are sky-rocketing, and at the same
time as the population is getting older, which
means we’re using more health care. You com-
bine those two things, and if we aren’t careful,
health care will consume so much of our budget
that ultimately we won’t be able to do anything
else. We won’t be able to provide financial assis-
tance to students; we won’t be able to help
build green energy; we won’t be able to help in-
dustries that get into trouble; we won’t have a
National Park System; we won’t be able to do
what we’re supposed to do on our veterans. Ev-
erything else will be pushed aside because of
Medicare and Medicaid. That’s the problem
that we really confront. That’s why I’ve said
we’ve got to have health reform this year to
drive down costs and make health care afford-
able for American families, businesses, and for
our Government.

So when you see, those of you who are
watching certain news channels that—on which
I’m not very popular, and you see folks waving
tea bags around—[laughter]—let me just re-
mind them that I am happy to have a serious
conversation about how we are going to cut our
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health care costs down over the long term,
how we’re going to stabilize Social Security.
Claire and I are working diligently to do basi-
cally a thorough audit of Federal spending.
But let’s not play games and pretend that the
reason is because of the Recovery Act, because
that’s just a fraction of the overall problem that
we’ve got.

We are going to have to tighten our belts,
but we’re going to have to do it in an intelli-
gent way, and we’ve got to make sure that the
people who are helped are working American
families. And we’re not suddenly saying that
the way to do this is to eliminate programs that
help ordinary people and give more tax cuts to
the wealthy. We tried that formula for 8 years.
It did not work, and I don’t intend to go back
to it.

All right, it’s a young lady’s turn. It’s your
turn? [Laughter] No, I’m going to call on her.
I might call on you later, though.

All right, go ahead.

Alternative Medicine/Health Care Reform

Q. My name’s Mary Wallace, I’m a licensed
acupuncturist and licensed massage therapist
in Florissant. And so——

The President. I could use one right now.
My back’s stiff. I’ve been working hard.

Q. I’ll be happy to help you. And this kind
of fits into what you were just talking about as
far as health care. I’m wondering, as a practi-
tioner of Oriental medicine, knowing that the
National Institutes of Health and the World
Health Organization has discovered through
their studies that alternative medicine often is
more cost-effective and very effective, how
will alternative medicine fit in your new health
care program?

The President. Well, look, my attitude is
that we should do what works. So I think it is
pretty well documented through scientific
studies that acupuncture, for example, can be
very helpful in relieving certain things like mi-
graines and other ailments, or at least as effec-
tive as more intrusive interventions.

I will let the science guide me. We just
swore in an outstanding new Secretary of
Health and Human Services, Kathleen Sebel-
ius, former Governor of Kansas. It’s good to

see that a Jay Hawk got applause on this side
of the border here. But she’s going to do an
outstanding job. And my charge to her is, as
we’re going through health care reform, let’s
find out what works.

I think one basic principle that we know is
that the more we do on the prevention side,
the more we can obtain serious savings down
the road. So giving children early checkups,
making sure that they get immunized, making
sure that they are diagnosed if they’ve got eye-
sight problems, making sure that they’re
taught proper nutrition to avoid a life of obesi-
ty, those are all issues that we have some con-
trol over. And if we’re making those invest-
ments, we will save huge amounts of money in
the long term.

Unfortunately, the hardest thing to do in
politics—and certainly in health care re-
form—has been to get policymakers to make
investments early that will have long-term pay-
offs. Because people, their attitude is: “Well,
I’ll be out of office by the time that kid grows
up, and the fact that they’re healthy, that
doesn’t help me.” And in the private sector in-
surance system, oftentimes insurers make the
same calculation. Their attitude is: “Well, peo-
ple change jobs enough for us to pay for the
preventive medicine now when the problem
may not crop up for another 20 years and
they’ll be long out of our system, so we don’t
want to reimburse it because it will make
things more costly.” That’s the logic of our
health care system that we’re going to have to
change.

The recovery package put a huge amount in
prevention. We are, in our budget, calling for
significant increases in prevention. And my
hope is, is that working in a bipartisan fashion,
we are going to be able to get a health care re-
form bill on my desk before the end of the
year that will start seeing the kinds of invest-
ments that will make everybody healthier. All
right?

Okay, it’s a man’s turn. Let me—it’s a guy’s
turn, it’s a guy’s turn. This gentleman right
here, he raised his hand. Go ahead. Yes,
sir—hold on, wait for your—now, are you an
elected official, by the way?
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U.S. Foreign Policy/Foreign Aid

Q. No, sir.
The President. Okay, good. Because elected

officials, you guys can’t hog the mike right now.
Q. No, sir. I’m a pastor——
The President. Oh, God bless you.
Q. ——Mt. Zion Baptist Church in the City

of St. Louis. My question has to do with foreign
policy.

The President. Yes, sir.
Q. While we spend so much money with Af-

ghanistan and in other parts of the world, fight-
ing and what have you, in the continent of Afri-
ca—Sudan, Darfur, and other places—the pov-
erty level is so high, so many people are dying.
Is there a chance in your administration that we
would be able to build in that area?

The President. Well, it’s a good question. Let
me, first of all, say that whatever arguments we
had about Iraq, I think we’ve been able to build
a consensus that it is time for us to bring our
troops home and give responsibility over to the
Iraqis.

We are doing it in a careful way, because we
don’t want the country to collapse, that would
not be in our strategic interests. There’s been
recent flare-ups of violence in Iraq that are
highly sensationalized, and that indicates the
degree to which this is a ramp-down that is con-
ducted over the course of 18 months. I think
that’s the right thing to do.

In Afghanistan and neighboring Pakistan, we
do have real problems with the Taliban and Al
Qaida. They are the single most direct threat to
our national security interests. And I had some
grumblings and complaints from certain fac-
tions in the Democratic Party when I made a
decision to send 17,000 additional troops there.
I understand people’s concerns. But as Com-
mander in Chief, it is my responsibility to make
sure that bin Laden and his cronies are not able
to create a safe heaven—haven within which
they can kill another 3,000 Americans or more.
That’s an obligation that I have.

Now, having said that, both on Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, I think we’re doing the right thing. I
think it’s difficult. It’s going to require a new
strategy that mixes not just military action, but
also includes diplomacy and development. We

can’t neglect these other parts of the world. So
I’ve appointed a special envoy, a Major General
Scott Gration, a very close friend of mine, was
one of the top fighter pilots in our military, in
our Armed Forces, and somebody who’s also an
expert on development issues. He just returned
from Sudan. We are trying to find a way to cre-
ate peace and stability that will allow the kind of
humanitarian assistance that’s needed to take
effect in that country.

But you’re making a broader point, which is
there are a lot of countries, not just in Africa,
but in Asia and Eastern Europe, et cetera, that
need our help. And sometimes people ask me,
“Why should we help other countries when
we’ve got so much to do here at home?” I mean,
foreign aid is very unpopular. I’m telling you,
it’s probably the single most unpopular thing. If
you just ask the average American, they’ll say,
“Why should we be giving money to other coun-
tries?” And people usually grossly overestimate
how much our foreign aid budget is. If you ask
people, they’ll say, “Well, we give 10 percent of
our Federal budget away in foreign aid.” Actu-
ally, it’s 1 percent. We give less in foreign aid
than any other wealthy country as a percentage
of our GDP.

Here’s the reason why it’s important. The
reason why it’s important is that a lot of times
we can advance our national interests more ef-
fectively by showing that we are interested in
the well-being of the people of other countries.
That makes those countries more predisposed
to work with us on a whole range of issues that
are very important to us. It’s an important tool
for us to be able to meet our national security
interests.

So for example—let me just give you one
very specific example. If in Latin America,
where I just returned, people see that we are
sending doctors and teachers and Peace Corps
workers into these communities, that that’s the
face of America. When it comes time for them
to help us on drug interdiction, it’s a lot easier
for the president of a Colombia or a Mexico to
ally themselves with us because we’re known to
the Mexican people or the Colombian people as
good friends, as people who care about them.
And that may actually then, ultimately, save us
money in the long term because we don’t end
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up having to send troops in and do some things
ourselves, because we’ve got allies to work
with us.

So not only is it the right thing to do from a
ethical and moral perspective, but it is also
good strategy. And so I’ve said to the Con-
gress, even in these difficult times, we need to
do some additional work in terms of foreign
assistance, because it will save money for us
and lives—blood and treasure—for us in the
long term.

I mean, right now everybody is concerned
about the swine flu, and properly so. This is a
potentially serious issue, and we’ve got to
monitor it very carefully. But think about it: If
Mexico has a good strong public health system
that is catching these things early, ultimately,
that’s going to save us money, because flu gets
contained. And a lot of the threats that we’re
going to be facing, whether it’s international
terrorism, cyber terrorism, nuclear prolifera-
tion, pandemic, climate change, a lot of these
issues, they cross borders. So it’s not like we
can just draw a moat around America, and say,
“I’m sorry, don’t bother us; keep your prob-
lems outside.” It just doesn’t work that way.

People get on planes from Africa, and will
bring a disease right here to our doorstep, be-
cause we weren’t concerned about whether or
not they had a public health system that could
catch these diseases early. So this is all part of
our interests, and not just other people’s. All
right. Okay.

I was told that I have time for one more
question. I want to—I’m sorry guys, but I’m
going to go with a student, because young peo-
ple, this is their school. But I want a young la-
dy, because it’s a young lady’s turn. This young
lady right here, this is the one, the one with
the lei on here.

All right, there you go. She looks ready with
a good question.

Environment/Alternative Energy Sources

Q. It’s an honor to meet you, President
Obama.

The President. Thank you so much. What is
your name?

Q. My name is Laurel Bonebreak, and I’m a
fourth grader. I was curious, how is your ad-

ministration planning to be more environmen-
tally friendly?

The President. Well, that is just a great
question. That is—you’re a very poised and ar-
ticulate fourth grader. Yes, isn’t she impres-
sive? Yes, absolutely. We might have to run
you for President some day.

Well, there are some short-term things we
can do, and there are some long-term things
we can do. On the short-term list, we already,
for example, passed a historic public lands bill
that creates many more acres of public space
that is environmentally protected from logging
and from other—from mining and from other
uses. And that I think is going to be very im-
portant.

Now, in some cases what we do is we bal-
ance the need for economic growth, but we do
it in a sustainable way. There doesn’t have to
be a contradiction between jobs and the envi-
ronment. We just have to be thinking a little
smarter. And so, for example, when it comes to
forestry, there’s nothing wrong with us cutting
down some trees for timber, as long as you
make sure that it’s done in a sequence and is
spaced properly so that the forest itself is sus-
tained.

Sometimes these debates become this all-
or-nothing thing: Either commercial interests
can do anything they want, dump stuff in the
oceans and tear down all the forests, and that’s
the only way we can get economic growth; or
alternatively, everybody is hugging trees and
you can’t cut a tree. You know, there’s a bal-
ance that can be struck, and the key principle
is sustainability. Are what we are doing—will it
ensure that you have this incredible treasure
we call America when you grow up, for your
kids, so you can take them into a park, so
sportsmen or fishermen can enjoy it. That’s
the key.

Now, there is a long-term problem that
we’ve got to deal with, and this is a tough one,
and that is this issue of climate change. I want
to tell you the truth here because this is going
to be a debate that we’re going to be having
over the course of the next year. The average
person probably thinks, “Yes, climate change,
that’s kind of a drag, but it’s not one of my top
priorities,” because you don’t really see it or
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feel it, it doesn’t hit your pocketbook, it doesn’t
have to do with your job directly. And so the
tendency is just to kind of push it off. People
think, “Well, this just has to do with polar bears,
and I feel bad about polar bears, but I’ve got
other things to worry about.”

I don’t think people fully appreciate the po-
tential damage—economic damage, as well as
environmental damage—that could be done if
we are not serious in dealing with this problem.
If the temperature goes up a couple of degrees,
well, it will change weather patterns pretty sig-
nificantly. It could create droughts in places
where we haven’t had drought. It could bring
insect-born diseases up into places like Missouri
that we haven’t seen before. But we can proba-
bly manage. If the temperature of the planet
goes up 5 degrees, you’re now looking at coast-
lines underwater. You’re now looking at huge,
cataclysmic hurricanes, complete changes in
weather patterns. Some places will get hotter;
some places will get colder. Our economy
would be disrupted by tens of trillions of dol-
lars.

So this is no joke. And the science shows that
the planet is getting warmer faster than people
expected. Even the most dire warnings, it’s got-
ten faster—it’s moved forward faster than any-
body expected. They’re talking about, just in a
few years, during the summer, there won’t be
any ice in the Arctic, something we have never
seen before. So we have to do something about
it.

Now, the question, again, is how do you do it
in an intelligent way? There are some people
who would say, this is such a big problem that
you just got to shut everything down. Well, I’m
sorry, that’s not going to happen. People got to
go to work, and we’ve got to drive. We’ve got to
fly places. Our economy has to grow.

But there are ways that we can do it that are
intelligent and smart. And I think one of the
best ways to do it is to say, in a gradual way, let’s
set a cap, a ceiling, on the carbon pollution that
comes out of all sorts of places: our utilities, our
cars, our industries. Let’s take a look at all the
carbon that’s being sent into the atmosphere
that’s causing climate change, and let’s say that
each year we’re going to reduce the allowable
amount in total that is released.

And what we’ll do to each industry is we’ll say
we’re going to make a deal with you: Come up
with ways to improve your processes that—and
bring pollution down, and you can make money
by sending out less pollution. On the other
hand, if you have more pollution than you were
allowed, then you’re going to have to pay mon-
ey. You start creating a market for the clean en-
ergy, and you start making it more—less eco-
nomical to produce harmful energy.

Now, if we do that in a smart, gradual way
and in a way that protects consumers from the
initial attempts of utilities, for example, to pass
on those costs to consumers—which is what
they’ll try to do, so we’ve got to rebate some of
that money to make sure that people are held
harmless—then I actually think that we can get
control of this problem. We can save the polar
bears, but more importantly, we can make sure
that we are preserving our economy.

And here is the great opportunity. Everybody
knows that we’re going to have to do this. The
country that gets there fastest, the country
that’s the first one to figure out really good bat-
tery technology for a plug-in hybrid car, the first
country that perfects wind power and solar
power and knows how to get it from one place
to another in an efficient way, that country will
dominate the economy of the 21st century the
same way that America dominated the 20th
century. I want that to be America. That’s what
we’re fighting for.

All right, everybody, I had a good time.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in Fox
Senior High School. In his remarks, he referred
to Linda Pleimann, hairdresser, who introduced
the President; Gov. Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon,
Secretary of State Robin Carnahan, State Attor-
ney General Chris Koster, State Treasurer Clint
Zweifel, and State Auditor Susan Montee of
Missouri; Dianne Brown, superintendent, Fox
C–6 school district; 2009 National Teacher of
the Year Anthony J. Mullen; William H. Gates
III, chairman, Microsoft; Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization;
and U.S. Special Envoy to Sudan Maj. Gen. J.
Scott Gration, USAF (Ret.).
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The President. Please be seated. Before we
begin tonight, I just want to provide everyone
with a few brief updates on some of the chal-
lenges we’re dealing with right now.

First, we are continuing to closely monitor
the emergency cases of the H1N1 flu virus
throughout the United States. As I said this
morning, this is obviously a very serious situa-
tion, and every American should know that
their entire Government is taking the utmost
precautions and preparations. Our public
health officials have recommended that
schools with confirmed or suspected cases of
this flu strongly consider temporarily closing.
And if more schools are forced to close, we’ve
recommended that both parents and business-
es think about contingency plans if their chil-
dren do have to stay home.

I’ve requested an immediate $1.5 billion in
emergency funding from Congress to support
our ability to monitor and track this virus and
to build our supply of antiviral drugs and other
equipment, and we will also ensure that those
materials get to where they need to be as
quickly as possible.

And finally, I’ve asked every American to
take the same steps you would take to prevent
any other flu: Keep your hands washed; cover
your mouth when you cough; stay home from
work if you’re sick; and keep your children
home from school if they’re sick.

We’ll continue to provide regular updates to
the American people as we receive more infor-
mation, and everyone should rest assured that
this Government is prepared to do whatever it
takes to control the impact of this virus.

The second thing I’d like to mention is how
gratified I am that the House and the Senate
passed a budget resolution today that will
serve as an economic blueprint for this Na-
tion’s future. I especially want to thank Leader
Reid, Speaker Pelosi, all the Members of Con-
gress who worked so quickly and effectively to
make this blueprint a reality.

This budget builds on the steps we’ve taken
over the last 100 days to move this economy
from recession to recovery and, ultimately, to

prosperity. We began by passing a Recovery
Act that has already saved or created over
150,000 jobs and provided a tax cut to 95 per-
cent of all working families. We passed a law to
provide and protect health insurance for 11
million American children whose parents work
full time. And we launched a housing plan that
has already contributed to a spike in the num-
ber of homeowners who are refinancing their
mortgages, which is the equivalent of another
tax cut.

But even as we clear away the wreckage of
this recession, I’ve also said that we can’t go
back to an economy that’s built on a pile of
sand, on inflated home prices and maxed-out
credit cards, on overleveraged banks and out-
dated regulations that allow recklessness of a
few to threaten the prosperity of all.

We have to lay a new foundation for growth,
a foundation that will strengthen our economy
and help us compete in the 21st century. And
that’s exactly what this budget begins to do. It
contains new investments in education that
will equip our workers with the right skills and
training, new investments in renewable energy
that will create millions of jobs and new indus-
tries, new investments in health care that will
cut costs for families and businesses, and new
savings that will bring down our deficit.

I also campaigned on the promise that I
would change the direction of our Nation’s
foreign policy, and we’ve begun to do that as
well. We’ve begun to end the war in Iraq, and
we forged with our NATO allies a new strategy
to target Al Qaida in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
We have rejected the false choice between our
security and our ideals by closing the deten-
tion center at Guantanamo Bay and banning
torture without exception. And we’ve renewed
our diplomatic efforts to deal with challenges
ranging from the global economic crisis to the
spread of nuclear weapons. 

So I think we’re off to a good start, but it’s
just a start. I’m proud of what we’ve achieved,
but I’m not content. I’m pleased with our
progress, but I’m not satisfied. Millions of
Americans are still without jobs and homes,
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and more will be lost before this recession is
over. Credit is still not flowing nearly as freely
as it should. Countless families and communi-
ties touched by our auto industry still face tough
times ahead. Our projected long-term deficits
are still too high. And Government is still not as
efficient as it needs to be. We still confront
threats ranging from terrorism to nuclear prolif-
eration as well as pandemic flu. And all this
means you can expect an unrelenting, unyield-
ing effort from this administration to strengthen
our prosperity and our security in the second
100 days and the third 100 days and all the days
after that.

You can expect us to work on health care re-
form that will bring down costs while maintain-
ing quality, as well as energy legislation that will
spark a clean energy revolution. I expect to sign
legislation by the end of this year that sets new
rules of the road for Wall Street, rules that re-
ward drive and innovation as opposed to short-
cuts and abuse. And we will also work to pass
legislation that protects credit card users from
unfair rate hikes and abusive fees and penalties.
We’ll continue scouring the Federal budget for
savings and target more programs for elimina-
tion, and we will continue to pursue procure-
ment reform that will greatly reduce the no-bid
contracts that have wasted so many taxpayer
dollars. 

So we have a lot of work left to do. It’s work
that will take time, and it will take effort. But
the United States of America, I believe, will see
a better day. We will rebuild a stronger nation,
and we will endure as a beacon for all those
weary travelers beyond our shores who still
dream that there’s a place where all this is pos-
sible. 

I want to thank the American people for their
support and their patience during these trying
times, and I look forward to working with you in
the next 100 days and the 100 days after that, all
the hundreds of days to follow, to make sure
that this country is what it can be. 

And with that, I will start taking some ques-
tions, and I’ll start with you, Jennifer [Jennifer
Loven, Associated Press].

Global Influenza Outbreak

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. With the flu
outbreak spreading and worsening, can you talk
about whether you think it’s time to close the
border with Mexico, and whether—under what
conditions you might consider quarantining,
when that might be appropriate?

The President. Well, first of all, as I said, this
is a cause for deep concern but not panic. And I
think that we have to make sure that we recog-
nize that how we respond—intelligently, sys-
tematically, based on science and what public
health officials have to say—will determine in
large part what happens.

I’ve consulted with our public health officials
extensively on a day-to-day basis, in some cases,
an hour-to-hour basis. At this point, they have
not recommended a border closing. From their
perspective it would be akin to closing the barn
door after the horses are out, because we al-
ready have cases here in the United States. We
have ramped up screening efforts as well as
made sure that additional supplies are there on
the border so that we can prepare in the even-
tuality that we have to do more than we’re do-
ing currently.

But the most important thing right now that
public health officials have indicated is that we
treat this the same way that we would treat oth-
er flu outbreaks, just understanding that be-
cause this is a new strain we don’t yet know how
it will respond. So we have to take additional
precautions, essentially, take out some addition-
al insurance. Now, that’s why I asked for an ad-
ditional $1.5 billion, so that we can make sure
that everything is in place should a worst-case
scenario play out.

I do want to compliment Democrats and Re-
publicans who worked diligently back in 2005
when the bird flu came up. I was part of a group
of legislators who worked with the Bush admin-
istration to make sure that we had beefed up
our infrastructure and our stockpiles of antiviral
drugs like Tamiflu. And I think the Bush ad-
ministration did a good job of creating the infra-
structure so that we can respond. For example,
we’ve got 50 million courses of antiviral drugs in
the event that they’re needed.
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So the Government is going to be doing ev-
erything that we can. We’re coordinating
closely with State and local officials. Secretary
Napolitano at Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, newly installed Secretary Sebelius of
Health and Human Services, our Acting CDC
Director, they are all on the phone on a daily
basis with all public health officials across the
States to coordinate and make sure that there’s
timely reporting, that if as new cases come up
that we are able to track them effectively, that
we’re allocating resources so that they’re in
place.

The key now, I think, is to make sure that
we are maintaining great vigilance, that every-
body responds appropriately when cases do
come up, and individual families start taking
very sensible precautions that can make a huge
difference. So wash your hands when you
shake hands. Cover your mouth when you
cough. I know it sounds trivial, but it makes a
huge difference. If you are sick, stay home. If
your child is sick, keep them out of school. If
you are feeling certain flu symptoms, don’t get
on an airplane. Don’t get on any system of
public transportation where you’re confined
and you could potentially spread the virus.

So those are the steps that I think we need
to take right now. But understand that because
this is a new strain, we have to be cautious. If
this was a strain that we were familiar with,
then we might have to—then I think we
wouldn’t see the kind of alert levels that we’re
seeing, for example, with the World Health
Organization. Okay?

Deb Price of Detroit News. Where’s Deb?
Good to see you.

U.S. Auto Industry

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. On the do-
mestic auto industry, have you determined
that bankruptcy is the only option to restruc-
ture Chrysler? And do you believe that the
deep cuts and plant closings that were out-
lined this week by General Motors are suffi-
cient?

The President. Let me speak to Chrysler
first, because the clock is ticking on Chrysler
coming up with a plan. I am actually very
hopeful, more hopeful than I was 30 days ago,

that we can see a resolution that maintains a
viable Chrysler auto company out there. What
we’ve seen is, the unions have made enormous
sacrifices, on top of sacrifices that they had
previously made. You’ve now seen the major
debtholders come up with a set of potential
concessions that they can live with. All that
promises the possibility that you can get a Fi-
at-Chrysler merger and that you have an ongo-
ing concern. The details have not yet been fi-
nalized so I don’t want to jump the gun, but
I’m feeling more optimistic than I was about
the possibilities of that getting done.

With respect to GM, we’re going to have
another 30 days. They’re still in the process of
presenting us with their plans. But I’ve always
said that GM has a lot of good product there,
and if they can get through these difficult
times and engage in some of the very difficult
choices that they’ve already made, that they
can emerge a strong, competitive, viable com-
pany.

And that’s my goal in this whole process. I
would love to get the U.S. Government out of
the auto industry—auto business as quickly as
possible. We have a circumstance in which a
bad recession compounded some great weak-
nesses already in the auto industry. And it was
my obligation, and continues to be my obliga-
tion, to make sure that any taxpayer dollars
that are in place to support the auto industry
are aimed not at short-term fixes that continue
these companies as wards of the state, but
rather institutes the kind of restructuring that
allows them to be strongly competitive in the
future. I think we’re moving in that direction. 

The last point, you asked about Chrysler
bankruptcy. It was the prudent and appropri-
ate thing for Chrysler to do to engage in the
filings that they—that received some notice a
while back, because they had to prepare for
possible contingencies. It’s not yet clear that
they’re going to have to use it. The fact that
the major debtholders appear ready to make
concessions means that even if they ended up
having to go through some sort of bankruptcy,
it would be a very quick type of bankruptcy,
and they could continue operating and emerge
on the other side in a much stronger position.
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So my goal is to make sure that we’ve got a
strong, viable, competitive auto industry. I think
some tough choices are being made. There’s no
denying that there’s significant hardship in-
volved, particularly for the workers and the
families in these communities, and we’re going
to be coming behind whatever plan is in place
to make sure that the Federal Government is
providing as much assistance as we have to en-
sure that people are landing back on their feet,
even as we strengthen these core businesses.
Okay?

Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC News]. Where’s
Jake? There he is.

Terrorist Interrogation Procedures

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You’ve said in
the past that waterboarding, in your opinion, is
torture. And torture is a violation of internation-
al law and the Geneva Conventions. Do you be-
lieve that the previous administration sanc-
tioned torture?

The President. What I’ve said, and I will re-
peat, is that waterboarding violates our ideals
and our values. I do believe that it is torture. I
don’t think that’s just my opinion; that’s the
opinion of many who have examined the topic.
And that’s why I put an end to these practices. I
am absolutely convinced it was the right thing
to do, not because there might not have been
information that was yielded by these various
detainees who were subjected to this treatment,
but because we could have gotten this informa-
tion in other ways, in ways that were consistent
with our values, in ways that were consistent
with who we are.

I was struck by an article that I was reading
the other day talking about the fact that the
British during World War II, when London was
being bombed to smithereens, had 200 or so
detainees. And Churchill said, “We don’t tor-
ture,” when the entire British—all of the British
people were being subjected to unimaginable
risk and threat. And the reason was that
Churchill understood, you start taking short-
cuts, and over time, that corrodes what’s best in
a people; it corrodes the character of a country.

And so I strongly believe that the steps that
we’ve taken to prevent these kinds of enhanced
interrogation techniques will make us stronger

over the long term and make us safer over the
long term, because it will put us in a position
where we can still get information. In some cas-
es, it may be harder, but part of what makes us,
I think, still a beacon to the world is that we are
willing to hold true to our ideals even when it’s
hard, not just when it’s easy. 

At the same time, it takes away a critical re-
cruitment tool that Al Qaida and other terrorist
organizations have used to try to demonize the
United States and justify the killing of civilians.
And it makes us—it puts us in a much stronger
position to work with our allies in the kind of in-
ternational coordinated intelligence activity that
can shut down these networks. 

So this is a decision that I am very comfort-
able with. And I think the American people,
over time, will recognize that it is better for us
to stick to who we are, even when we’re taking
on a unscrupulous enemy. 

Okay. I’m sorry.
Q. Sir, I’m sorry. Do you believe that the pre-

vious administration sanctioned torture?
The President. I believe that waterboarding

was torture. And I think that the—whatever le-
gal rationales were used, it was a mistake. 

Mark Knoller [CBS Radio].
Q. Thank you, sir. Let me follow up, if I may,

on Jake’s question. Did you read the documents
recently referred to by former Vice President
Cheney and others, saying that the use of so-
called enhanced interrogation techniques not
only protected the Nation, but saved lives? And
if part of the United States were under immi-
nent threat, could you envision yourself ever
authorizing the use of those enhanced interro-
gation techniques?

The President. I have read the documents.
Now, they haven’t been officially declassified
and released, and so I don’t want to go into the
details of them. But here’s what I can tell you:
That the public reports and the public justifica-
tions for these techniques—which is that we got
information from these individuals that were
subjected to these techniques—doesn’t answer
the core question, which is, could we have got-
ten that same information without resorting to
these techniques? And it doesn’t answer the
broader question: Are we safer as a conse-
quence of having used these techniques?
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So when I made the decision to release
these memos and when I made the decision to
bar these practices, this was based on consulta-
tion with my entire national security team and
based on my understanding that, ultimately, I
will be judged as Commander in Chief on how
safe I’m keeping the American people. That’s
the responsibility I wake up with, and it’s the
responsibility I go to sleep with.

And so I will do whatever is required to
keep the American people safe, but I am abso-
lutely convinced that the best way I can do
that is to make sure that we are not taking
shortcuts that undermine who we are. And
there have been no circumstances during the
course of this first 100 days in which I have
seen information that would make me second-
guess the decision that I’ve made. Okay?

Chuck Todd [NBC News].

Pakistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I want to
move to Pakistan. Pakistan appears to be at
war with the Taliban inside their own country.
Can you reassure the American people that, if
necessary, America could secure Pakistan’s
nuclear arsenal and keep it from getting into
the Taliban’s hands or, worst-case scenario,
even Al Qaida’s hands?

The President. I’m confident that we can
make sure that Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal is se-
cure, primarily, initially, because the Pakistani
army, I think, recognizes the hazards of those
weapons falling into the wrong hands. We’ve
got strong military-to-military consultation and
cooperation. I am gravely concerned about the
situation in Pakistan not because I think that
they’re immediately going to be overrun and
the Taliban would take over in Pakistan; more
concerned that the civilian Government there
right now is very fragile and don’t seem to
have the capacity to deliver basic services:
schools, health care, rule of law, a judicial sys-
tem that works for the majority of people. And
so as a consequence, it is very difficult for
them to gain the support and the loyalty of
their people.

So we need to help Pakistan help Pakistanis.
And I think that there’s a recognition increas-
ingly on the part of both the civilian Govern-

ment there and the army that that is their big-
gest weakness.

On the military side, you’re starting to see
some recognition just in the last few days that
the obsession with India as the mortal threat to
Pakistan has been misguided, and that their
biggest threat right now comes internally. And
you’re starting to see the Pakistan military take
much more seriously the armed threat from
militant extremists.

We want to continue to encourage Pakistan
to move in that direction, and we will provide
them all the cooperation that we can. We want
to respect their sovereignty, but we also recog-
nize that we have huge strategic interests,
huge national security interests in making sure
that Pakistan is stable, and that you don’t end
up having a nuclear armed militant state.

Q. But in a worst-case scenario——
The President. I’m not going to engage——
Q. ——military, U.S. military could secure

this nuclear arsenal?
The President. I’m not going to engage in

hypotheticals of that sort. I feel confident that
that nuclear arsenal will remain out of militant
hands. Okay?

Jeff Mason [Reuters].

Iraq

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. One of the
biggest changes you’ve made in the first 100
days regarding foreign policy has had to do
with Iraq. But due to the large scale—this
large-scale violence there right now, does that
affect the U.S. strategy at all for withdrawal,
and could it affect the timetable that you’ve set
out for troops?

The President. Well, first of all, I think it’s
important to note that although you’ve seen
some spectacular bombings in Iraq that are a
legitimate cause of concern, civilian deaths, in-
cidents of bombings, et cetera, remain very
low relative to what was going on last year, for
example. And so you haven’t seen the kinds of
huge spikes that you were seeing for a time.
The political system is holding and functioning
in Iraq.

Part of the reason why I called for a gradual
withdrawal as opposed to a precipitous one
was precisely because more work needs to be
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done on the political side to further isolate
whatever remnants of Al Qaida in Iraq still ex-
ist. And I’m very confident that with our com-
mander on the ground, General Odierno, with
Chris Hill, our new Ambassador having been
approved and already getting his team in place,
that they are going to be able to work effectively
with the Maliki Government to create the con-
ditions for an ultimate transfer after the nation-
al elections.

But there’s some serious work to do on mak-
ing sure that how they divvy up oil revenues is
ultimately settled; what the Provincial powers
are and boundaries; the relationship between
the Kurds and the central Government; the re-
lationship between the Shi’a and the Kurds; are
they incorporating effectively Sunnis, Sons of
Iraq into the structure of the armed forces in a
way that’s equitable and just. Those are all is-
sues that have not been settled the way they
need to be settled. And what we’ve done is
we’ve provided sufficient time for them to get
that work done. But we’ve got to keep the pres-
sure up, not just on the military side, but on the
diplomatic and development sides as well.

Chip Reid [CBS News].

Senator Arlen Specter/Cooperation With Con-
gress

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. On Senator
Specter’s switch to the Democratic Party, you
said you were thrilled. I guess nobody should be
surprised about that. But how big a deal is this,
really? Some Republicans say it is huge. They
believe it’s a game-changer. They say that if you
get the 60 votes in the Senate, that you will be
able to ride roughshod over any opposition, and
that we’re on the verge of, as one Republican
put it, “one-party rule.” Do you see it that way?
And also, what do you think his switch says
about the state of the Republican Party?

The President. Well, first of all, I think very
highly of Arlen Specter. I think he’s got a record
of legislative accomplishment that is as good as
any Member of the Senate. And I think he’s al-
ways had a strong independent streak. I think
that was true when he was a Republican; I think
that will be true when he’s a Democrat. He was
very blunt in saying I couldn’t count on him to
march lockstep on every single issue. And so

he’s going to still have strong opinions, as many
Democrats in the Senate do. I’ve been there. It
turns out, all the Senators have very strong
opinions, and I don’t think that’s going to
change.

I do think that having Arlen Specter in the
Democratic caucus will liberate him to cooper-
ate on critical issues like health care, like infra-
structure and job creation, areas where his incli-
nations were to work with us, but he was feeling
pressure not to. And I think the vote on the Re-
covery Act was a classic example. Ultimately, he
thought that was the right thing to do, and he
was fiercely berated within his own party at the
time for having taken what I considered to be a
very sensible step. So I think it’s overall a posi-
tive.

Now, I am under no illusions that suddenly
I’m going to have a rubber-stamp Senate. I’ve
got Democrats who don’t agree with me on ev-
erything, and that’s how it should be. Congress
is a coequal branch of Government. Every Sen-
ator who’s there, whether I agree with them or
disagree with them, I think, truly believes that
they are doing their absolute best to represent
their constituencies. And we’ve got regional dif-
ferences, and we’ve got some parts of the coun-
try that are affected differently by certain poli-
cies, and those have to be respected, and there’s
going to have to be compromise and give-and-
take on all of these issues.

I do think that, to my Republican friends, I
want them to realize that me reaching out to
them has been genuine. I can’t sort of define bi-
partisanship as simply being willing to accept
certain theories of theirs that we tried for 8
years and didn’t work and the American people
voted to change. But there are a whole host of
areas where we can work together. 

And I’ve said this to people like Mitch Mc-
Connell. I said, look, on health care reform, you
may not agree with me that I—we should have
a public plan; that may be philosophically just
too much for you to swallow. On the other
hand, there are some areas, like reducing the
cost of medical malpractice insurance, where
you do agree with me. If I’m taking some of
your ideas—and giving you credit for good
ideas—the fact that you didn’t get a hundred
percent can’t be a reason every single time to
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oppose my position. And if that is how biparti-
sanship is defined—a situation in which, basi-
cally, wherever there are philosophical differ-
ences I have to simply go along with ideas that
have been rejected by the American people in
a historic election—we’re probably not going
to make progress. 

If, on the other hand, the definition is that
we’re open to each other’s ideas, there are go-
ing to be some differences, the majority will
probably be determinative when it comes to
resolving just hard-core differences that we
can’t resolve, but there’s a whole host of other
areas where we can work together, then I
think we can make progress.

U.S. Political System

Q. Is the Republican Party in the desperate
straits that Arlen Specter seems to think it is?

The President. You know, politics in Ameri-
ca changes very quick, and I’m a big believer
that things are never as good as they seem and
never as bad as they seem. You’re talking to a
guy who was 30 points down in the polls dur-
ing a primary in Iowa, so I never—I don’t be-
lieve in crystal balls. I do think that our admin-
istration has taken some steps that have re-
stored confidence in the American people that
we’re moving in the right direction, and that
simply opposing our approach on every front is
probably not a good political strategy.

Ed Henry [Cable News Network].

Abortion Rights

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. In a couple of
weeks you’re going to be giving the com-
mencement at Notre Dame and, as you know,
this has caused a lot of controversy among
Catholics who are opposed to your position on
abortion. As a candidate you vowed that one of
the very first things you wanted to do was sign
the freedom of choice act, which, as you know,
would eliminate Federal, State, and local re-
strictions on abortion. And at one point in the
campaign, when asked about abortion and life,
you said that it was above—quote, “above my
pay grade.” Now that you’ve been President
for a hundred days, obviously, your pay grade
is a little higher than when you were a Sena-

tor—[laughter]—do you still hope that Con-
gress quickly sends you the freedom of choice
act so you can sign it?

The President. You know, the—my view on
abortion, I think, has been very consistent. I
think abortion is a moral issue and an ethical
issue. I think that those who are pro-choice
make a mistake when they—if they sug-
gest—and I don’t want to create straw men
here, but I think there are some who suggest
that this is simply an issue about women’s free-
dom, and that there’s no other considerations.
I think, look, this is an issue that people have
to wrestle with and families and individual
women have to wrestle with.

The reason I’m pro-choice is because I
don’t think women take that issue—that posi-
tion casually. I think that they struggle with
these decisions each and every day, and I think
they are in a better position to make these de-
cisions, ultimately, than Members of Congress
or a President of the United States, in consul-
tation with their families, with their doctors,
with their clergy. So that’s been my consistent
position.

The other thing that I said consistently dur-
ing the campaign is, I would like to reduce the
number of unwanted pregnancies that result
in women feeling compelled to get an abortion
or at least considering getting an abortion, par-
ticularly if we can reduce the number of teen
pregnancies, which has started to spike up
again. And so I’ve got a task force within the
Domestic Policy Council in the West Wing of
the White House that is working with groups
both in the pro-choice camp and in the pro-
life camp to see if we can arrive at some con-
sensus on that.

Now, the freedom of choice act is not my
highest legislative priority. I believe that wom-
en should have the right to choose, but I think
that the most important thing we can do to
tamp down some of the anger surrounding this
issue is to focus on those areas that we can
agree on. And that’s where I’m going to focus.

Jeff Zeleny [New York Times].

The President’s First 100 Days

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. During these
first 100 days, what has surprised you the most
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about this office, enchanted you the most about
serving this in office, humbled you the most,
and troubled you the most?

The President. All right, let me write this
down. [Laughter]

Q. Surprised, troubled——
The President. I’ve got—what was the first

one?
Q. Surprised.
The President. Surprised.
Q. Troubled.
The President. Troubled.
Q. Enchanted.
The President. Enchanted? Nice. [Laughter]
Q. And humbled.
The President. And what was the last one,

humbled?
Q. Humbled. Thank you, sir.
The President. All right. Okay. [Laughter]

Surprised—I am surprised compared to where
I started, when we first announced for this race,
by the number of critical issues that appear to
be coming to a head all at the same time. You
know, when I first started this race, Iraq was a
central issue, but the economy appeared on the
surface to still be relatively strong. There were
underlying problems that I was seeing with
health care for families and our education sys-
tem and college affordability and so forth, but,
obviously, I didn’t anticipate the worst econom-
ic crisis since the Great Depression.

And so the typical President, I think, has two
or three big problems; we’ve got seven or eight
big problems. And so we’ve had to move very
quickly, and I’m very proud of my team for the
fact that we’ve been able to keep our commit-
ments to the American people to bring about
change while, at the same time, managing a
whole host of issues that had come up that
weren’t necessarily envisioned a year and a half
ago.

Troubled? I’d say less troubled, but sobered
by the fact that change in Washington comes
slow, that there is still a certain quotient of po-
litical posturing and bickering that takes place
even when we’re in the middle of really big cri-
ses. I would like to think that everybody would
say, you know what, let’s take a timeout on
some of the political games, focus our attention

for at least this year, and then we can start run-
ning for something next year. And that hasn’t
happened as much as I would have liked.

Enchanted? [Laughter] Enchanted—I will
tell you that when I meet our service men and
women, enchanted is probably not the word I
would use. [Laughter] But I am so profoundly
impressed and grateful to them for what they
do. They’re really good at their job. They are
willing to make extraordinary sacrifices on our
behalf. They do so without complaint. They are
fiercely loyal to this country. And the more I in-
teract with our service men and women, from
the top brass down to the lowliest private, I’m
just—I’m grateful to them. 

Humbled by the fact that the Presidency is
extraordinarily powerful, but we are just part of
a much broader tapestry of American life. And
there are a lot of different power centers, and so
I can’t just press a button and suddenly have the
bankers do exactly what I want or turn on a
switch and suddenly Congress falls in line. And
so what you do is to make your best arguments,
listen hard to what other people have to say,
and coax folks in the right direction. 

This metaphor has been used before, but the
ship of state is an ocean liner, it’s not a speed
boat. And so the way we are constantly thinking
about this issue of how to bring about the
changes that the American people need is to
say, if we can move this big battleship a few de-
grees in a different direction, we may not see all
the consequences of that change a week from
now or 3 months from now, but 10 years from
now or 20 years from now, our kids will be able
to look back and say that was when we started
getting serious about clean energy; that’s when
health care started to become more efficient
and affordable; that’s when we became serious
about raising our standards in education.

And so I have a much longer time horizon
than I think you do when you’re a candidate or
if you’re listening, I think, to the media report-
age on a day-to-day basis. 

And I’m humbled, last, by the American peo-
ple, who have shown extraordinary patience
and, I think, a recognition that we’re not going
to solve all these problems overnight. Okay?

Lori Montenegro [Telemundo].
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Immigration Reform

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-
dent, when you met with the Hispanic caucus
a few weeks ago, reports came out that the
White House was planning to have a forum to
talk about immigration and bring it to the fore-
front. Going forward, my question is, what is
your strategy to try to have immigration re-
form? And are you still on the same timetable
to have it accomplished in the first year of your
Presidency? And also, I’d like to know if you’re
going to reach out to Senator John McCain,
who is Republican and in the past has favored
immigration reform?

The President. Well, we reach out to Sena-
tor McCain on a whole host of issues. He has
been a leader on immigration reform. I think
he has had the right position on immigration
reform, and I would love to partner with him
and others on what is going to be a critical is-
sue. We’ve also worked with Senator McCain
on what I think is a terrific piece of legislation
that he and Carl Levin have put together
around procurement reform. We want that
moved, and we’re going to be working hard
with them to get that accomplished.

What I told the congressional Hispanic cau-
cus is exactly what I said the very next day in a
town hall meeting and what I will continue to
say publically, and that is, we want to move
this process. We can’t continue with a broken
immigration system. It’s not good for anybody.
It’s not good for American workers. It’s dan-
gerous for Mexican would-be workers who are
trying to cross a dangerous border. It is putting
a strain on border communities who often-
times have to deal with a host of undocument-
ed workers, and it keeps those undocumented
workers in the shadows, which means they can
be exploited at the same time as they’re de-
pressing U.S. wages.

So what I hope to happen is that we’re able
to convene a working group, working with key
legislators, like Luis Gutierrez and Nydia
Velazquez and others, to start looking at a
framework of how this legislation might be
shaped. In the meantime, what we’re trying to
do is take some core—some key administrative
steps to move the process along, to lay the

groundwork for legislation, because the Amer-
ican people need some confidence that if we
actually put a package together we can exe-
cute.

So Janet Napolitano, who has great knowl-
edge of this because of having been a border
Governor, she’s already in the process of re-
viewing and figuring out how can we strength-
en our border security in a much more signifi-
cant way than we’re doing. If the American
people don’t feel like you can secure the bor-
ders, then it’s hard to strike a deal that would
get people out of the shadows and on a path-
way to citizenship who are already here, be-
cause the attitude of the average American is
going to be, well, you’re just going to have
hundreds of thousands of more coming in
each year. On the other hand, showing that
there’s a more thoughtful approach than just
raids of a handful of workers, as opposed to,
for example, taking seriously the violations of
companies that sometimes are actively recruit-
ing these workers to come in, that’s, again,
something that we can start doing administra-
tively.

So what we want to do is to show that we
are competent in getting results around immi-
gration, even on the structures that we already
have in place, the laws that we already have in
place, so that we’re building confidence
among the American people that we can actu-
ally follow through on whatever legislative ap-
proach emerges. Okay?

Q. Do you feel confident that it will get
passed in the first year of your administration?

The President. I see the process moving this
first year, and I’m going to be moving it as
quickly as I can. I’ve been accused of doing too
much. We are moving full steam ahead on all
fronts. Ultimately, I don’t have control of the
legislative calendar. And so we’re going to
work with legislative leaders to see what we
can do.

Andre Showell [Black Entertainment Tele-
vision]. There you go.

Effect of Economic Situation on Minority
Communities

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, as the entire
Nation tries to climb out of this deep
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recession, in communities of color the
circumstances are far worse. The black
unemployment rate, as you know, is in the
double digits. And in New York City, for
example, the black unemployment rate for men
is near 50 percent.

My question tonight is, given this unique and
desperate circumstance, what specific policies
can you point to that will target these communi-
ties? And what’s a timetable for us to see tangi-
ble results?

The President. Well, keep in mind that every
step we’re taking is designed to help all people.
But folks who are most vulnerable are most
likely to be helped because they need the most
help. So when we passed the Recovery Act, for
example, and we put in place provisions that
would extend unemployment insurance or allow
you to keep your health insurance, even if
you’ve lost your job, that probably dispropor-
tionately impacted those communities that had
lost their jobs.

And unfortunately, the African American
community and Latino community are probably
overrepresented in those ranks. When we put in
place additional dollars for community health
centers to ensure that people are still getting
the help that they need, or we expand health in-
surance to millions more children through the
Children’s Health Insurance Program, again,
those probably disproportionately impact Afri-
can American and Latino families simply be-
cause they’re the ones who are most vulnerable.
They’ve got higher rates of uninsured in their
communities.

So my general approach is that if the econo-
my is strong, that will lift all boats, as long as it is
also supported by, for example, strategies
around college affordability and job training, tax
cuts for working families as opposed to the
wealthiest that level the playing field and en-
sure bottom-up economic growth. And I’m con-
fident that that will help the African American
community live out the American Dream at the
same time that it’s helping communities all
across the country. Okay?

Michael Scherer of Time.

State Secrets Doctrine

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. During the
campaign you criticized President Bush’s use of
the state secrets privilege. But U.S. attorneys
have continued to argue the Bush position in
three cases in court. How exactly does your
view of state secrets differ from President
Bush’s? And do you believe Presidents should
be able to derail entire lawsuits about warrant-
less wiretapping or rendition, if classified infor-
mation is involved?

The President. I actually think that the state
secret doctrine should be modified. I think
right now it’s overbroad. But keep in mind,
what happens is, we come into office, we’re in
for a week, and suddenly, we’ve got a court fil-
ing that’s coming up. And so we don’t have the
time to effectively think through what, exactly,
should a overarching reform of that doctrine
take. We’ve got to respond to the immediate
case in front of us.

I think it is appropriate to say that there are
going to be cases in which national security in-
terests are genuinely at stake, and that you can’t
litigate without revealing covert activities or
classified information that would genuinely
compromise our safety. But searching for ways
to redact, to carve out certain cases, to see what
can be done so that a judge in chambers can re-
view information without it being in open court,
you know, there should be some additional tools
so that it’s not such a blunt instrument. And
we’re interested in pursuing that. I know that
Eric Holder and Greg Craig, my White House
Counsel, and others are working on that as we
speak.

Jonathan Weisman [Wall Street Journal], you
get the last word. Where are you? There you
are. Yes.

Government Role in U.S. Auto Industry and
Banking System

Q. Thank you, sir. You are currently the chief
shareholder of a couple of very large mortgage
giants. You’re about to become the chief share-
holder of a car company, probably two. And I’m
wondering what kind of shareholder are you go-
ing to be? What is the Government’s role as the
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keeper of public trust in bonds in soon-to-be
public companies again? Thank you.

The President. Well, I think our first role
should be shareholders that are looking to get
out. You know, I don’t want to run auto com-
panies; I don’t want to run banks. I’ve got two
wars I’ve got to run already. I’ve got more than
enough to do. [Laughter] So the sooner we
can get out of that business, the better off
we’re going to be.

We are in unique circumstances. You had
the potential collapse of the financial system,
which would have decimated our economy,
and so we had to step in. As I’ve said before, I
don’t agree with every decision that was made
by the previous administration when it came
to TARP, but the need for significant interven-
tion was there, and it was appropriate that we
moved in.

With respect to the auto companies, I be-
lieve that America should have a functioning,
competitive auto industry. I don’t think that
taxpayers should simply put—attach an umbil-
ical cord between the U.S. Treasury and the
auto companies so that they are constantly get-
ting subsidies. But I do think that helping
them restructure at this unique period when
sales—you know, the market has essentially
gone from 14 million down to 9 million—I
don’t think that there’s anything inappropriate
about that.

My goal on all this is to help these compa-
nies make some tough decisions based on real-
istic assumptions about economic growth,
about their market share, about what that mar-
ket is going to look like, to prevent systemic
risk that would affect everybody, and as soon
as their situations are stabilized and the econo-
my is less fragile, so that those systemic risks
are diminished, to get out, find some private
buyers. And——

Q. But would you shape the products and
services that are on offer?

The President. I don’t think that we should
micromanage. But I think that like any inves-
tor, the American taxpayer has the right to
scrutinize what’s being proposed and to make
sure that their money is not just being thrown
down the drain.

And so we’ve got to strike a balance. I don’t
want to be—I’m not an auto engineer, I don’t
know how to create a affordable, well-de-
signed plug-in hybrid. But I know that if the
Japanese can design a affordable, well-de-
signed hybrid, then doggone it, the American
people should be able to do the same. So my
job is to ask the auto industry, why is it you
guys can’t do this? And in some cases they’re
starting to do it, but they’ve got these legacy
costs. There are some terrific U.S. cars being
made, both by Chrysler and GM. The question
is, you know, give me a plan so that you’re
building off your strengths and you’re project-
ing out to where that market is going to be.

I actually think, if you look at the trends,
that those auto companies that emerge from
this crisis, when you start seeing the pent-up
demand for autos coming back, they’re going
to be in a position to really do well globally,
not just here in the United States. So I just
want to help them get there.

But I want to disabuse people of this notion
that somehow we enjoy meddling in the pri-
vate sector. If you could tell me right now that
when I walked into this office that the banks
were humming, that the autos were selling,
and that all you had to worry about was Iraq,
Afghanistan, North Korea, getting health care
passed, figuring out how to deal with energy
independence, deal with Iran, and a pandemic
flu, I would take that deal. [Laughter]

And that’s why I’m always amused when I
hear these criticisms of, “Oh, Obama wants to
grow government.” No. I would love a nice,
lean portfolio to deal with, but that’s not the
hand that’s been dealt us. And every genera-
tion has to rise up to the specific challenges
that confront them. We happen to have gotten
a big set of challenges, but we’re not the first
generation that that’s happened to. And I’m
confident that we’re going to meet these chal-
lenges just like our grandparents and forebears
met them before.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 8:01 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Richard E. Besser, Acting Director, Centers
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for Disease Control and Prevention; Gen. Ray-
mond T. Odierno, USA, commanding general,
Multi-National Forces—Iraq; Prime Minister

Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and Attorney General
Eric H. Holder, Jr.

Remarks on the United States Automobile Industry
April 30, 2009

Hey, guys. I know you haven’t seen enough
of me lately, so—[laughter].

One month ago, I spoke about some of the
problems that have led to the crisis in the auto
industry and about what would be required to
ensure that General Motors and Chrysler
emerged from their current troubles stronger
and more competitive. 

My team will continue working with General
Motors as they strengthen their business plan
and move towards restructuring that’s consis-
tent with the principles that I’ve laid out. And
today, after consulting with my Auto Task
Force, I can report that the necessary steps
have been taken to give one of America’s most
storied automakers, Chrysler, a new lease on
life. 

This is a company that has a particular claim
on our American identity. It’s a company found-
ed in the early years of the American automo-
bile industry, a company that helped make the
20th century an American Century and that
came to embody, along with the two other
members of the Big Three, the ingenuity, the
industriousness, and the indomitable spirit of
the American people. 

Chrysler has not only been an icon of Ameri-
ca’s auto industry and a source of pride for gen-
erations of American workers, it’s been respon-
sible for helping build our middle class, giving
countless Americans the chance to provide for
their families, sending their kids to college, sav-
ing for a secure retirement. It’s what hundreds
of thousands of autoworkers and suppliers and
dealers and their families rely on to pay their
bills in communities across our industrial Mid-
west and across the country.

It’s been a pillar of our industrial economy,
but, frankly, a pillar that’s been weakened by
papering over tough problems and avoiding
hard choices. For too long, Chrysler moved too
slowly to adapt to the future, designing and
building cars that were less popular, less reli-

able, and less fuel-efficient than foreign com-
petitors. That’s part of what has brought us to a
point where they sought taxpayer assistance. 

But as I’ve said from the start, we simply can-
not keep this company, or any company, afloat
on an endless supply of tax dollars. My job as
President is to ensure that if tax dollars are be-
ing put on the line, they are being invested in a
real fix that will make Chrysler more competi-
tive. 

That’s why I rejected the original restructur-
ing plan that Chrysler offered last month. It was
clear that if we put tax dollars in that plan, it
would be a bad deal for American taxpayers and
would not put the company on a viable path.
But it’s also clear that if Chrysler was able to
form a partnership with the international car
company Fiat, there was a chance Chrysler
could have a bright future. 

After consulting with my Auto Task Force,
industry experts, and financial advisers, I decid-
ed to give Chrysler and Fiat 30 days to reach an
agreement. And the standard I set was high. I
challenged them to design a plan that would
protect American jobs, American taxpayers, and
the future of a great American car company.
But over the past month, seemingly insur-
mountable obstacles have been overcome, and
Chrysler’s most important stakeholders, from
the United Auto Workers to Chrysler’s largest
lenders, from its own—from its former owners
to its suppliers, have agreed to make major sac-
rifices. 

So today I am pleased to announce that
Chrysler and Fiat have formed a partnership
that has a strong chance of success. It’s a part-
nership that will save more than 30,000 jobs at
Chrysler and tens of thousands of jobs at suppli-
ers, dealers, and other businesses that rely on
this company. 

It’s a partnership that the Federal Govern-
ment will support by making additional loans
that are consistent with what I outlined last
595



Apr. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
month. As part of their agreement, every dime
of new taxpayer money will be repaid before
Fiat can take a majority ownership stake in
Chrysler. In addition, considering Chrysler’s
extensive operations in Canada, the Govern-
ment of Canada is also committing resources
to ensure that Chrysler has a chance to suc-
ceed, and we’re working closely with them.

It’s a partnership that will give Chrysler a
chance not only to survive, but to thrive in a
global auto industry. Fiat has demonstrated
that it can build the clean, fuel-efficient cars
that are the future of the industry, and as part
of this agreement, Fiat has already agreed to
transfer billions of dollars in cutting-edge
technology to Chrysler to help them do the
same. Fiat has also committed to working with
Chrysler to build new fuel-efficient cars and
engines right here in America. 

Now, this partnership was only possible be-
cause of unprecedented sacrifices on the part
of Chrysler’s stakeholders, who are willing to
give something up so that this company and all
the men and women whose livelihoods depend
on it might see a better day. Chrysler’s man-
agement, and in particular, its CEO, Robert
Nardelli, have played a positive and construc-
tive role throughout this process. The United
Auto Workers, who had already made painful
concessions, agreed to further cuts in wages
and benefits, cuts that will help Chrysler sur-
vive, making it possible for so many workers to
keep their jobs and about 170,000 retirees and
their families to keep their health care. 

Several major financial institutions, led by
J.P. Morgan, agreed to reduce their debt to
less than one-third of its face value to help free
Chrysler from its crushing obligations. The
German automaker, Daimler, agreed to give
up its stake in Chrysler and contribute to the
company’s pension plan, further easing Chrys-
ler’s financial burden. And countless Ameri-
cans across our country will be making major
sacrifices as well, as a result of plans to consol-
idate dealers, brands, and product lines.

And while many stakeholders made sacrific-
es and worked constructively, I have to tell you
some did not. In particular, a group of invest-
ment firms and hedge funds decided to hold
out for the prospect of an unjustified taxpayer-

funded bailout. They were hoping that every-
body else would make sacrifices and they
would have to make none. Some demanded
twice the return that other lenders were get-
ting. I don’t stand with them. I stand with
Chrysler’s employees and their families and
communities. I stand with Chrysler’s manage-
ment, its dealers, and its suppliers. I stand with
the millions of Americans who own and want
to buy Chrysler cars. I don’t stand with those
who held out when everybody else is making
sacrifices. And that’s why I’m supporting
Chrysler’s plans to use our bankruptcy laws to
clear away its remaining obligations so the
company can get back on its feet and onto a
path of success. 

Now, no one should be confused about
what a bankruptcy process means. This is not a
sign of weakness, but rather one more step on
a clearly charted path to Chrysler’s revival. Be-
cause of the fact that the UAW and many of
the banks, the biggest stakeholders in this
whole process, have already aligned, have al-
ready agreed, this process will be quick. It will
be efficient. It’s designed to deal with those
last few holdouts, and it will be controlled. It
will not disrupt the lives of the people who
work at Chrysler or live in communities that
depend on it, and it will not affect the ability of
American consumers to buy a Chrysler or to
get it serviced and repaired. It’s a process that
has the full support of Chrysler’s key stake-
holders and the full backing of the United
States Government. And I have every confi-
dence that Chrysler will emerge from this pro-
cess stronger and more competitive.

I know that there are some who will insist
that bankruptcy, even for these limited pur-
poses, is a step that should not have been tak-
en. But it was unsustainable to let enormous li-
abilities remain on Chrysler’s books, and it was
unacceptable to let a small group of specula-
tors endanger Chrysler’s future by refusing to
sacrifice like everyone else. So I recognize that
the path we’re taking is hard. But as is often
the case, the hard path is the right one.

The path we’re taking also involves steps to
shore up financing, because we cannot have
viable car companies without strong car
financing companies. It’s now clear that
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Chrysler Financial, the institution that finances
Chrysler’s cars and dealers, would on its own
require an unacceptably large stream of
taxpayer money to remain viable. That’s
something I refuse to provide. And that is why,
as part of this agreement, GMAC, an
independent bank holding company that
finances General Motors, has agreed to finance
new Chrysler sales. We will be providing
additional capital to GMAC to help unlock our
frozen credit markets and free up lending so
that consumers can get auto loans and dealers
can finance their inventories, a measure that
will help stabilize not only our auto market, but
the broader economy as well. And tomorrow
the Small Business Administration will be
announcing it is expanding eligibility for some
loans to include more suppliers and dealers,
including RV dealers. 

So these are some of the steps that we’re tak-
ing to make it easier for Americans to buy a car.
If you are considering buying a car, I hope it
will be an American car. I want to remind you
that if you decide to buy a Chrysler, your war-
ranty will be safe, because it is backed by the
United States Government. And to further
boost demand for autos, we are working to ac-
celerate the purchase of a Federal fleet, and
we’re also working with Congress on fleet mod-
ernization legislation that can provide a credit
to consumers who turn in old cars and purchase
cleaner, more fuel-efficient cars. 

As pleased as I am about today’s announce-
ment and about the opportunity Chrysler has to
remake itself, we know that far too many Amer-
icans in far too many communities are still
struggling, as a result of layoffs not only at
plants that produce cars, but at the businesses
that produce the parts that go into them and at

the dealers that sell and repair them. And that’s
why, as I discussed the last time we gathered
here to talk about autos, I’ve named Ed Mont-
gomery to be the Director of Recovery for Auto
Communities and Workers. Ed will be traveling
to Michigan next week with representatives
from all the key Government agencies repre-
sented here, reaching out to our hardest hit ar-
eas, cutting through redtape, ensuring that the
full resources of the Federal Government are
getting to the workers, the families, and com-
munities that need it the most.

Now, these are challenging times for Ameri-
ca’s auto industry and for the American people.
But I am confident that if we as a nation can act
with the same sense of shared sacrifice and
shared purpose that’s been shown by so many of
Chrysler’s stakeholders, if we can embrace the
idea that we’re all in it together, from the union
hall to the boardroom to the Halls of Congress,
then we will succeed not only with Chrysler, we
will not only see our American auto industry
rise again, but we will rebuild our entire econo-
my and make the 21st century another Ameri-
can Century.

We have made great progress. We can make
great American cars. Chrysler and GM are go-
ing to come back. And I am very confident that
we’re going to be able to make once again the
U.S. auto industry the best auto industry in the
world. And I want to thank my entire auto team
who worked so diligently on what I consider to
be a much better outcome than it looked like
we were going to see 30 days ago.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting on the Federal Government Procurement
Process
April 30, 2009

Well, the main thing that I wanted to do was
to thank the four leaders who are here, Con-
gressman Skelton and McHugh and Senators
Levin and McCain.

The GAO last year looked at 95 major
acquisitions in the Defense Department and
found that we had $295 billion worth of
overruns and wasteful spending—$295 billion.
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And as Secretary Gates has said, every dollar
that’s wasted because of inappropriate no-bid
contracts and waste and abuse, that’s a dollar
that could be going to help our—protect our
troops, advance our national security, keep the
American people safe.

These four leaders have put together a pro-
curement reform package that is long overdue.
They’ve shown extraordinary courage and ex-
traordinary leadership in moving it forward.
It’s fully bipartisan. It has the support of the
Department of Defense, and it has my full
support.

And so I’m eager to get this legislation on
my desk before Memorial Day, so that we can
start getting on track to spending all our mon-
ey wisely, not just in the Defense Department,
but as I’ve said, if we can crack this nut, as
tough as it is, it gives us further momentum to
continue to make the changes in our budget
that can start assuring taxpayers that their
money is being well spent. And in the process,

it means that we’re going to be spending our
money in ways that are more likely to keep the
American people safe.

So I just want to thank these legislators.
They have the full support of the White House
moving forward. And as part of this, I also just
want to mention I think that Secretary Gates
has done a tremendous job with the budget
that he’s crafted going forward in reflecting
some of the same principles, that we spend
our money where it’s needed based on nation-
al security interests and not based on politics.
And I’m going to be urging everybody to take a
hard, close look at the reforms that Secretary
Gates has proposed. I think it’s part and parcel
of the overall attempt at gaining efficiency and
improving out national security.

So thank you, gentlemen, for the great work
you’re doing. Okay, thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at the Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride Opening Ceremony
April 30, 2009

The President. Thank you. It’s good weather
for a race, it’s not too hot. 

Thank you, Secretary Gates, for your intro-
duction and, more importantly, for the ex-
traordinary job that you are doing as our Sec-
retary of Defense. I want to thank Secretary
Shinseki, who served our country with extraor-
dinary valor and courage, who was wounded in
Vietnam, and who’s leading our efforts to cre-
ate a 21st century VA.

And I want to thank my friend, Tammy
Duckworth, who lost her legs in Iraq and nev-
er stopped serving her country when she came
home. I got to know Tammy in my home State
of Illinois, and I know that she is going to be a
great Assistant Secretary of the VA. And
thanks to all of those at Walter Reed and Na-
tional Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, the
VA, and the Pentagon who have joined us to-
day—and for all that you do for our wounded
warriors. Welcome to the White House.

There are heroes among us today, men and
women who served their country without fal-
ter, without fail; men and women who selfless-

ly risked their lives on behalf of others, so that
others might live. Soldiers like Sergeant Jere-
miah Church, who was shot while defending
his unit from an ambush in Iraq, but kept
fighting until he lost consciousness. Soldiers
like Sergeant First Class Rashe Hall, who, de-
spite being badly wounded by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade, repeatedly charged a Taliban
ambush in Afghanistan so that his men might
get to safety, then returned to give them first
aid before receiving his own.

And soldiers like Staff Sergeant Dillon Behr
from my home State of Illinois. While in Af-
ghanistan last year, his unit came under heavy
fire. Despite sustaining not one, but two life-
threatening injuries, he held his position and
fought for 6½  hours until he could no longer
hold a weapon, all so that American and Af-
ghan troops might move to safety. Today, he’s
undergoing rehab at Walter Reed, and he’s go-
ing to college as he pursues the next chapter in
his life of service.

These men served with extraordinary brav-
ery. They saved lives. And these men were
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awarded the Silver Star for Valor. They were
there for their brothers and sisters in the Unit-
ed States Armed Forces no matter what, and
that’s the idea behind the Soldier Ride we’re
kicking off today.

Now, like a lot of great ideas, this one was
conceived in a bar. [Laughter] A young bar-
tender on Long Island named Chris Carney be-
gan talking about biking across the country to
raise funds and awareness for returning troops
and wounded warriors. And his boss said to
him, “If you don’t do it, I’ll find somebody who
will.”

So Chris hopped on his bike for what became
the first annual Soldier Ride. The next year, a
couple of wounded warriors joined him, a year
later, even more. Civilians started to ride along.
Grateful Americans began lining the streets to
cheer and show their support. More rides were
added, and more money was raised.

And 5 years after that first ride, I’m honored
to have 40 wounded warriors gathered here on
the South Lawn to kick off the third annual
“White House to the Lighthouse” challenge.
Over the next 3 days, these men and women,
along with family and supporters, will ride from
here to Annapolis on bicycles and in wheel-
chairs, raising money and awareness for others
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan with seri-
ous injuries.

Now, keep in mind that today’s riders once
faced down the possibility that they might never
have an active lifestyle again. Some are missing
limbs, coping with nerve damage, living with
traumatic brain injury or blindness. Some have
endured painful rehabilitation, some still are,
and some have battles yet to come.

And, these wounded warriors didn’t get to
choose the direction their lives would take the
instant they were injured. But now they choose
to prove that life after injury isn’t about what
you can’t do, it’s about what you can. They

choose to keep their faith with the future. They
choose to keep fighting for their brothers and
sisters and show them that they’re not alone.

We also remember that so many are support-
ed by spouses and children, parents and siblings
who suffered the absence of a loved one and
then stood by their side through their recovery.
These military families are heroes too. And they
are a top priority of Michelle and me, and they
will always have our support.

To anyone who’s along their route this week-
end, I ask you to go out there and cheer, salute,
say thank you. And we’ll do our part to support
our troops, their families, and all who have
worn the uniform of the United States of Amer-
ica, because when it comes to their service and
sacrifice, warm words and gestures are more
than warranted, but they’re not nearly enough.

Our veterans deserve the care they were
promised and the benefits that they have
earned. And as long as I’m Commander in
Chief, that’s what they’ll get. Just as these
wounded warriors are there for one another,
this country is going to be there for them.

And now I’m going to blow a horn and get
this thing started. So who has got the horn?

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinse-
ki. Right here, Mr. President. 

The President. Oh, this is the official horn? 
Secretary Shinseki. Hair trigger, white but-

ton.
The President. Hair trigger, white but-

ton—all right. [Laughter] Everybody—let’s
make sure everybody is lined up properly. Ev-
erybody all set? I don’t want to catch anybody
off guard here.

All right, on your mark, get set, go.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chris Carney, founder,
Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Credit Card Reform
Legislation
April 30, 2009

Today, under the leadership of Representatives
Barney Frank, Carolyn Maloney, and Luis Guti-

errez, members of both parties in the House of
Representatives came together to protect
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American consumers, paving the way toward
real, meaningful credit card reform. While
Americans have a responsibility to live within
their means and pay what they owe, credit
card companies have a responsibility to set
rules that are fair and transparent. The princi-
ples I have long supported would help ensure
that these responsibilities are met: strong and
reliable consumer protections, credit card
forms and statements that have plain language
in plain sight, tools that can help people make

an informed choice about what credit card to
use, and beefed-up monitoring, enforcement,
and penalties. And building on what we have
achieved today, I will work with Congress in
the weeks to come so that I can sign a credit
card reform bill into law that upholds these
principles and upholds the interests of the
American people.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 627.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Funds to Enhance Capabilities to Combat the Global Influenza
Outbreak
April 30, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker:

This week, as reports of the 2009 H1N1 flu
outbreak around the world were made public,
my Administration has been carefully monitor-
ing the situation, coordinating State and local
responses, assessing the risks here in the Unit-
ed States, and cooperating with international
organizations and health officials around the
globe.

Out of an abundance of caution, I asked the
Congress earlier this week to consider a pro-
posal to provide $1.5 billion to enhance our
Nation’s capability to respond to the potential
spread of this outbreak. As the attached de-
tailed request reflects, these funds should be
provided with maximum flexibility to allow us
to address this emerging situation. Among the
uses of these funds could be: supplementing
anti-viral stockpiles; developing a vaccine; sup-
porting monitoring, diagnostic, and public

health response capabilities; assisting interna-
tional efforts to stem this outbreak and to ad-
dress related international needs.

Already, Federal, State, and local public
health officials are working day and night to
respond quickly and effectively wherever cases
of this flu may be found and to prepare the en-
tire country for any potential progression of
this outbreak.

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously in
considering this important request, the details
of which are set forth in the enclosed letter
from the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 1.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters 
May 1, 2009

The President. All right. Well, thank you,
everybody. It’s been just over a week since
we’ve learned about this novel strain of the flu
virus that’s now affected people in at least 11
countries—or at least 11 of our States as well
as 11 other countries. And throughout this
process, my top priority has been the health

and the safety of the American people. And to
that end, we’ve closely monitored the situa-
tion.

I am extraordinarily proud of the work that’s
been done by the Department of Health and
Human Services, as well as the Department of
Homeland Security and the CDC. We’ve got
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Dr. Richard Besser here, as well as Janet Na-
politano; they’ve been really leading the charge.
We’ve now brought in the cavalry with Secre-
tary Sebelius.

We’re obviously focused on what needs to be
done immediately: identifying and mitigating
cases of H1N1 in the United States; preposi-
tioning antiviral treatments for those who are
infected and making sure that they are distrib-
uted appropriately around the country; provid-
ing clear guidance as well as the best science to
our State and local officials as they move for-
ward; and speaking clearly to the American
people, as I did the evening of the news confer-
ence, about the mitigation steps that they per-
sonally can take.

But we also need to prepare for the long
term, since we know that these kinds of threats
can emerge at any moment. Even if it turns out
that the H1N1 is relatively mild on the front
end, it could come back in a more virulent form
during the actual flu season. And that’s why we
are investing in our public health infrastructure.
We’ve had discussions about the production of
vaccines for—in anticipation of the flu season.
And we’ve made sure that all our agencies here
are coordinating: that they have appropriate ac-
tion plans; that we, for example, are working
with the Department of Education to provide
clear guidelines for school closures; that we are
working with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
for example, to ensure that businesses are sup-
portive of their hourly workers who need to stay
home but may be worried about losing their
jobs because they don’t have sick leave, making
sure that they are cooperating in what is going
to be an overarching effort; discussions with our
Secretary of State as well as our Ambassador to
the United Nations about how we’re going to
respond to potential requests from other coun-
tries for assistance in dealing with this issue.

Overall, I’m very pleased with the progress
that we’ve made. I think that those who have
been on top of this have done an extraordinary
job. I’m optimistic that we’re going to be able to
manage this effectively, but we still have more
work to do, and I’m glad I’ve got such a great
team doing it. And I want to make clear to ev-
erybody—and the reason I brought this Cabinet

meeting together is—that we are taking this
very seriously and we will take every single step
that’s necessary to make sure that the American
people are safe. 

One last point I want to make, because this
was actually raised during this meeting; some-
body asked, “Why is this different from other
flus?” We don’t know for certain that this will
end up being more severe than other seasonal
flus that we have. It’s been noted, I think, be-
fore that you have over 36,000 die on average
every year from seasonal flus; you have 200,000
hospitalizations.

It may turn out that H1N1 is—runs its
course like ordinary flus, in which case we will
have prepared, and we won’t need all these
preparations. The reason that people are con-
cerned is—the scientists are concerned is this is
a new strain. So what happens is, is that Ameri-
cans and people around the world have not
built up immunity in the same way that they’ve
built up immunity to the seasonal flus that we’re
accustomed to. Those seasonal flus may change,
mutate slightly from year to year, but they’re all
roughly in the same band. When you have a
new strain, then potentially our immune sys-
tems can’t deal with it as effectively. And there
are indications that in Mexico, at least, what you
saw were relatively young, healthy people die
from these—from the H1N1, rather than peo-
ple whose immune system is already compro-
mised, older individuals, very small infants, and
so forth.

So that’s why we’re taking it seriously. We
have not yet seen those same kinds of fatalities
here in the United States among young, healthy
people with noncompromised immune systems,
but we want to make sure that we’re preparing
appropriately.

So I just want everybody to be clear that this
is why this is a cause for concern but not alarm.
We are essentially ensuring that in the worst-
case scenario we can manage this appropriately,
government, working with businesses and indi-
viduals in the private sector, end up containing
an outbreak and that we can, ultimately, get
through this.

So thank you very much, everybody. Hope
you guys have a great weekend.
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Supreme Court

Q. What are you looking for in a Supreme
Court nominee?

Q. Can you comment on the news about
Justice Souter?

The President. No Supreme Court ques-
tions. 

Q. No Supreme Court questions? What are
you looking for in a nominee? [Laughter] 

The President. Have a great weekend, guys.
Q. You too, Mr. President.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:37 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Richard E. Besser,
Acting Director, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention; Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity Janet A. Napolitano; Secretary of Health
and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius; Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton; and
Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent
Representative to the United Nations.

Remarks a Naturalization Ceremony for Active Duty Servicemembers 
May 1, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. This is a lot of fun. This makes so much
of the hard work we do worth it, to see this
ceremony here today. It is my honor and my
personal pleasure to be the first to address you
as my fellow Americans. And welcome to your
White House. Now, I know this day carries a
lot of meaning not only for you, but for your
family members and your fellow servicemem-
bers who join you today.

Each of you has a unique story to tell about
the journey that led you here. You hail from
every corner of the Earth, from Southeast Asia
to Central Europe, from West Africa to South
America. Some of you came to this country as
young children, because your parents wanted
to give you a better life in the land of opportu-
nity. Others traveled here as adults, enduring
hardship and sacrifice to provide for your own
families. But all of you have one thing in com-
mon: You’re here because you have not merely
chosen to live in this country, you’ve chosen to
serve this country.

You’re here for the same reason that Jeona-
than Zapata is here. Jeonathan recently re-
turned from serving as part of our efforts in
Afghanistan. He actually helped man the
400,000th aircraft landing aboard the USS Kit-
ty Hawk. And Jeonathan wanted to serve the
country he considers his own, even though he
was not yet a citizen, because America had
been so good to him from the time he came
here from Nicaragua as a child. “By serving in

the military,” Jeonathan says, “I can also give
back to the U.S.”

So, Jeonathan, I’d like you to stand.
You’re here for the same reason—you can

sit down now, Jeonathan—[laughter]. You’re
here for the same reason that Chryshann
Pierre is here. Chryshann, where are you?
There you are. Chryshann is an Army Special-
ist returning from service in Iraq late last year.
Originally, she joined the military because she
wanted to provide stability for her three chil-
dren. But then she discovered something she
did not expect: She loves being in the Army.
[Laughter] In fact, she even said that she loved
basic training. Chryshann, you’ve got to be
pretty tough to love basic training. [Laughter]

You all have your own stories—you can sit
down, Chryshann—[applause]. You all have
your own stories of how you came to this coun-
try. And you all have your own personal rea-
sons for why you joined the military. But in the
service that you render, in the sacrifices that
each of you have made and will continue to
make, in the commitment you’ve shown to
your adopted nation, you’re part of a larger
story, America’s story.

For more than two centuries, this Nation
has been a beacon of hope and opportunity, a
place that has drawn enterprising men and
women from around the world who have
sought to build a life as good as their talents
and their hard work would allow. And genera-
tion after generation of immigrants have come
602



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / May 1
to these shores because they believe that in
America all things are possible.

So you are not only living examples of that
promise, you’re also serving to defend that
promise for future generations. And your ser-
vice reminds all of us that much of the strength
of this country is drawn from those who have
chosen to call it home. It’s not lost on me or
anybody here today that at a time when we face
an economic crisis born in many ways of irre-
sponsibility, there are those who are actively
pursuing greater responsibility.

And one person here today who fits that de-
scription well enough is Jeanne Ebongue Ta-
po—right here. She grew up in a poor family in
Gabon, Africa, the daughter of a single mother
raising five children by herself. And Jeanne im-
migrated to the United States to provide for her
family and to pursue her dream of becoming a
dentist. And that’s why she joined the Navy.
And she hoped she’d have the opportunity to
work and see the world and also earn her edu-
cation.

And that’s exactly what she has been able to
do. She has started college; she’s had the
chance to travel. And even though she’s had to
make sacrifices to be apart from her loved ones,
the people she’s met in the Navy have become
like a family away from home. And she’s had the
chance to be a part of what it feels like—what
feels like a small community and, at the same
time, to be part of something much larger than
herself. So Jeanne, thank you.

Despite all the—all that she’s faced, despite
all the obstacles that she’s overcome, Jeanne
has made it her mission to serve others. “At the
end of the day,” she said, “the only thing that
matters is that I helped.”

As our newest Americans, all of you remind
us just how precious our citizenship is, of how
much it’s worth and why it’s worth protecting.
You all remind us that citizenship is not just a
collection of rights, it’s also a set of responsibili-
ties; that America’s success is not a gift, it is
hard won. It depends on each of us doing our
part. So thank you all for your service. I am ex-
traordinarily proud of you. And your nation is
grateful to you.

So now it is also my privilege to present a dis-
tinguished American with an award in recogni-

tion of the many contributions of naturalized
citizens like all of you. It’s called the Outstand-
ing American by Choice award. It’s given
to—it’s given by U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services, and it is my honor to award it to
Peter Lemon. And let me tell you a little bit
about Peter. Peter was just 19 years old, and a
citizen for just 7 years, when he and his platoon
came under fire in the Tay Ninh Province of
Vietnam.

Wounded by shrapnel from a mortar that ex-
ploded near his foxhole, Specialist Lemon kept
fighting to protect his position against wave af-
ter wave of attack. The battle raged for hours.
He was wounded a second time, and then a
third. But he refused to give up, even leaving
his foxhole and exposing himself to enemy fire
in order to continue to defend his fellow Rang-
ers.

In fact, once the fight was over, Specialist
Lemon refused to be evacuated until others had
been taken to a field hospital. And Pete would
spend a month in the hospital himself to recov-
er from his injuries. Soon after he returned
home, he would be presented with the Medal of
Honor by President Nixon.

Today, Peter Lemon is a proud father and a
proud veteran, as well as an author and a film-
maker. And he has devoted his time and ener-
gies to talking about what his own experiences
have meant to him and what he has learned, to
encourage each and every one of us that the
way to make the most of our talents is to make a
difference in the lives of others.

Now, his experience is a testament to the
men and women who have come to this country
to build a better life for themselves and their
families, and who have, by their commitment
and contribution, made America a much better
place as well.

So it is my honor to present this Outstanding
American by Choice award to Peter Lemon. Pe-
ter, will you please come here?

[At this point, the President presented the
award.]

The President. One of you might win this
someday. You’re already well on the way.

Are you going to lead the Pledge of Alle-
giance?
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Peter Lemon. Yes.
Would everybody please stand, and we’re

going to say the Pledge of Allegiance for our
great Nation.

[Mr. Lemon then led a recital of the Pledge of
Allegiance.]

The President. Thank you so much, Peter.

Thank you, everybody. With that, the cere-
mony comes to an end. We are extraordinarily
grateful for our fellow citizens and all the ser-
vice that they have rendered. Give them one
more big round of applause.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks on the Retirement of Supreme Court Justice David H. Souter
May 1, 2009

I just got off the telephone with Justice
Souter, and so I would like to say a few words
about his decision to retire from the Supreme
Court. 

Throughout his two decades on the Su-
preme Court, Justice Souter has shown what it
means to be a fair-minded and independent
judge. He came to the bench with no particu-
lar ideology. He never sought to promote a po-
litical agenda, and he consistently defied labels
and rejected absolutes, focusing instead on
just one task: reaching a just result in the case
that was before him.

He approached judging as he approaches
life, with a feverish work ethic and a good
sense of humor, with integrity, equanimity,
and compassion, the hallmark of not just being
a good judge, but of being a good person.

I am incredibly grateful for his dedicated
service. I told him as much when we spoke. I
spoke on behalf of the American people,
thanking him for his service. And I wish him
safe travels on his journey home to his beloved
New Hampshire and on the road ahead.

Now, the process of selecting someone to
replace Justice Souter is among my most seri-
ous responsibilities as President, so I will seek
somebody with a sharp and independent mind
and a record of excellence and integrity. I will
seek someone who understands that justice

isn’t about some abstract legal theory or foot-
note in a casebook; it is also about how our
laws affect the daily realities of people’s lives,
whether they can make a living and care for
their families, whether they feel safe in their
homes and welcomed in their own nation.

I view that quality of empathy, of under-
standing and identifying with people’s hopes
and struggles, as an essential ingredient for ar-
riving as just decisions and outcomes. I will
seek somebody who is dedicated to the rule of
law, who honors our constitutional traditions,
who respects the integrity of the judicial pro-
cess and the appropriate limits of the judicial
role. I will seek somebody who shares my re-
spect for constitutional values on which this
Nation was founded and who brings a thought-
ful understanding of how to apply them in our
time.

As I make this decision, I intend to consult
with members of both parties across the politi-
cal spectrum. And it is my hope that we can
swear in our new Supreme Court Justice in
time for him or her to be seated by the first
Monday in October when the Court’s new
term begins.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
3:04 p.m. in the James S. Brady Press Briefing
Room at the White House.
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Remarks at an Installation Ceremony for Secretary of Health and Human
Services Kathleen Sebelius and Secretary of Commerce Gary F. Locke
May 1, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Please, ev-
erybody have a seat. This is a big family here—
[laughter]—feel a bit like a wedding, you know.
[Laughter]

We’re here this afternoon to formally fill out
my Cabinet with my new Secretary of Health
and Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius, and
my Secretary of Commerce, Gary Locke. Secre-
tary Sebelius and Secretary Locke were actually
sworn-in before today, but around here, we like
to make sure we get it right. [Laughter] I had to
do it twice, and so now we make everybody do it
twice. [Laughter]

When I announced Kathleen as my choice
for HHS Secretary, I said that one of her re-
sponsibilities would be to make certain our Na-
tion is prepared for a pandemic. What I didn’t
expect was that a serious H1N1 flu outbreak
would be her first assignment. But it is, and
that’s why on Tuesday, only hours after being
confirmed by the Senate, she was sworn-in by
my side in the Oval Office and then went
straight to the Situation Room to get to work
dealing with this emergency.

But managing crises is nothing new for Kath-
leen. She has plenty of experience doing just
that as Governor of Kansas, and that expertise
has enabled her to hit the ground running.
She’s been closely monitoring and carefully
managing the situation, along with her Acting
Director at the CDC, Dr. Richard Besser, and
Secretary Janet Napolitano. They’re making
sure all Federal agencies are coordinating their
efforts, and they’ll keep the American people
updated over the days ahead.

Experts tell us this is a unique virus with the
potential to have a great impact, and as long as
it remains a potentially grave threat, we’re going
to take it very seriously. And obviously, we hope
the precautions we’re taking prove unnecessary,
but better safe than sorry. We will take every
appropriate action to make sure that the Ameri-
can people are safe.

And if the flu outbreak isn’t enough, Secre-
tary Sebelius has a lot of other challenges on
her plate, from guaranteeing the safety of our

Nation’s food and drug supply, to keeping
America at the forefront of medical research, to
helping to lead our effort to ensure that every
American has access to quality, affordable
health care.

As a former State insurance commissioner
and Governor, Kathleen has been on the front-
lines of our health care crisis. And she shares
my belief that if we’re going to cut costs for
families and businesses, maintain quality, and
improve the long-term economic health of our
Nation, we must realize that fixing what’s wrong
with our health care system is no longer just a
moral imperative; it’s an economic and fiscal
imperative. If we want to make companies
more competitive and reduce our budget defi-
cits in the future, we need to tackle health care
reform right now.

The reform we’re talking about won’t focus
on Democratic ideas or Republican ideas, but
on ideas that work. And that’s precisely the kind
of commitment to bipartisan accomplishment
that Kathleen embodies. She is, after all, the
daughter of a Democratic Governor and the
daughter-in-law of a Republican Congressman.
Her father, who is here, former Ohio Governor
John Gilligan—I just want to acknowledge
him—where did he go? There he is, right in
front. Give him a big round of applause. [Ap-
plause] He and Kathleen make up the first fa-
ther-daughter pair of Governors in the United
States.

But Kathleen has a—forged a reputation for
bipartisan problem-solving in her own right.
Time and again, she bridged the partisan divide
and worked with a Republican legislature to get
things done for the people of Kansas.

And Kathleen possesses the patience and
understanding honed by nearly 35 years of
marriage to her husband Gary
Sebelius—[laughter]—the former first dude of
Kansas—[laughter]—the grace and good
humor required to raise sons like Ned and John,
and the kind of pragmatic wisdom you tend to
find in a Kansan. She’s already a tremendous
asset to my Cabinet. She has hit the ground
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running. I look forward to working with her in
the years to come.

Now, when I chose Gary Locke for my
Commerce Secretary, I mentioned his own re-
markable story. More than 100 years ago,
Gary’s grandfather left China on a steamship
bound for America and found work as a do-
mestic servant in Washington State. He raised
a son, Gary’s father Jimmy, who would go on
to fight in World War II, return home and
open a grocery store, and later raise a family of
his own.

Gary worked his way through Yale with the
help of scholarships and student loans, earned
his law degree, and returned to Washington
State to devote his life to public service. And
when he took the oath of office as Governor of
Washington, he did so in the State capitol
building not 1 mile from the home where his
grandfather worked as a servant all those years
ago. And that’s how I know Gary shares my
deep, abiding belief in the American Dream,
because he’s lived it too. 

He’s since proceeded to honor the family’s
legacy with years of distinguished service as
one of the Nation’s most able and forward-
thinking Governors. He worked to promote
economic development and attract businesses
to Washington that would create the jobs of
the 21st century, jobs in science and technolo-
gy, agriculture and clean energy. And I’m
proud of what he and his team at the Depart-
ment of Commerce are doing to help create
conditions in which our workers can prosper,
our businesses can compete and thrive, and
our economy can grow. 

I want to thank his lovely wife, Mona, their
adorable children, Emily, Dylan, and Made-
line, for being here—thank you, guys—and for
the sacrifices they’ve made to send Gary from
one Washington to another, especially Emily,
because I know it’s harder when you’re older.
[Laughter] And I’m grateful to Gary for his
service, because I know how hard it is to be
away from your family.

And my Cabinet is now full of energetic in-
novators like Kathleen and Gary, a team of
leaders who push the envelope every day be-
cause they know that whether the wind is in
our face or at our backs, America does not set-
tle; we always march forward. I am thrilled to
have them by my side as we continue the work
of turning our economy around and laying a
new foundation for growth that delivers on the
change the American people asked for and the
promise of a new and better day ahead.

So with that, I’m going to turn it over to an-
other extraordinary member of my team, my
Vice President, Joe Biden, to administer the
oaths. 

Joe.
Vice President Joe Biden. Thank you, Mr.

President.

[At this point, the Vice President administered
the oath.] 

The President. Thank you, everybody. Have
a great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet A. Napolitano. 

Statement on World Press Freedom Day
May 1, 2009

World Press Freedom Day is annually ob-
served on May 3 to remind us all of the vital
importance of this core freedom. It is a day in
which we celebrate the indispensable role
played by journalists in exposing abuses of
power, while we sound the alarm about the
growing number of journalists silenced by

death or jail as they attempt to bring daily
news to the public.

Although World Press Freedom Day has
only been celebrated since 1993, its roots run
deep in the international community. In 1948,
as people across the globe emerged from the
horrors of the Second World War, nations saw
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fit to enshrine in the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights the fundamental principle that
everyone “has the right to freedom of opinion
and expression; this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers.”

Even as the world recognizes the central and
indisputable importance of press freedom, jour-
nalists find themselves in frequent peril. Since
this day was first celebrated some 16 years ago,
692 journalists have been killed. Only a third of
those deaths were linked to the dangers of cov-
ering war; the majority of victims were local re-
porters covering topics such as crime, corrup-
tion, and national security in their home coun-
tries. Adding to this tragic figure are the hun-
dreds more each year who face intimidation,
censorship, and arbitrary arrest, guilty of noth-
ing more than a passion for truth and a tena-
cious belief that a free society depends on an in-
formed citizenry. In every corner of the globe,

there are journalists in jail or being actively ha-
rassed, from Azerbaijan to Zimbabwe, Burma to
Uzbekistan, Cuba to Eritrea. Emblematic ex-
amples of this distressing reality are figures like
J.S. Tissainayagam in Sri Lanka or Shi Tao and
Hu Jia in China. We are also especially con-
cerned about the citizens from our own country
currently under detention abroad, individuals
such as Roxana Saberi in Iran and Euna Lee
and Laura Ling in North Korea.

Today I lend my voice of support and admi-
ration to all those brave men and women of the
press who labor to expose truth and enhance ac-
countability around the world. In so doing, I re-
call the words of Thomas Jefferson: “The basis
of our governments being the opinion of the
people, the very first object should be to keep
that right; and were it left to me to decide
whether we should have a government without
newspapers or newspapers without a govern-
ment, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer
the latter.”

The President’s Weekly Address
May 2, 2009

Over the last week, my administration has
taken several precautions to address the chal-
lenge posed by the 2009 H1N1 flu virus. Today
I’d like to take a few minutes to explain why.

This is a new strain of the flu virus, and be-
cause we haven’t developed an immunity to it, it
has more potential to cause us harm. Unlike the
various strains of animal flu that have emerged
in the past, it’s a flu that’s spreading from hu-
man to human. This creates the potential for a
pandemic, which is why we are acting quickly
and aggressively.

This H1N1 flu has had its biggest impact in
Mexico, where it’s claimed a number of lives
and infected hundreds more. Thus far, the
strain in this country, that has infected people
in at least 19 States, has not been as potent or as
deadly. We can’t know for certain why that is,
which is why we are taking all necessary precau-
tions in the event that the virus does turn into
something worse.

This is also why the Centers for Disease Con-
trol has recommended that schools and child-
care facilities with confirmed cases of the virus

close for up to 14 days. This is why we urge em-
ployers to allow infected employees to take as
many sick days as necessary. If more schools are
forced to close, we’ve also recommended that
both parents and businesses think about contin-
gency plans if children do have to stay home.
We’ve asked every American to take the same
steps you would take to prevent any other flu:
keep your hands washed, cover your mouth
when you cough, stay home from work if you’re
sick, and keep your children home from school
if they’re sick.

The White House has launched pages in
Facebook, MySpace, and Twitter to support the
ongoing efforts by the CDC to update the pub-
lic as quickly and effectively as possible. And as
our scientists and researchers learn more infor-
mation about this virus every day, the guidance
we offer will likely change. What will not
change is the fact that we’ll be making every
recommendation based on the best science pos-
sible.

We will also continue investing in every re-
source necessary to treat this virus and prevent
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a wider outbreak. The good news is that the
current strain of H1N1 can be defeated by a
course of antiviral treatment that we already
have on hand. We began this week with 50
million courses of this treatment in the Strate-
gic National Stockpile. Over the course of the
last few days, we have delivered one-quarter of
that stockpile to States so that they are pre-
pared to treat anyone who is infected with this
virus. We then purchased an additional 13 mil-
lion treatments to refill our strategic stockpile.

Out of an abundance of caution, I have also
asked Congress for $1.5 billion, if it’s needed,
to purchase additional antivirals, emergency
equipment, and the development of a vaccine
that can prevent this virus as we prepare for
the next flu season in the fall.

The Recovery Act that Congress enacted in
February also included expansions of commu-
nity health centers, a dramatic increase in the
training of health care workers and nurses, and
$300 million for the development and deploy-
ment of vaccines, all of which will help us
meet this threat.

Finally, thanks to the work that the last ad-
ministration and Congress did to prepare for a
possible avian flu pandemic in 2005, States
and the Federal Government have fully opera-

ble influenza readiness plans and are better
prepared to deal with such a challenge than
ever before.

It is my greatest hope and prayer that all of
these precautions and preparations prove un-
necessary. But because we have it within our
power to limit the potential damage of this vi-
rus, we have a solemn and urgent responsibili-
ty to take the necessary steps. I would sooner
take action now than hesitate and face graver
consequences later. I have no higher priority
as President of the United States than the
safety and security of the American people,
and I will do whatever is necessary to protect
this country. So I want to thank every Ameri-
can for their patience and understanding dur-
ing this developing challenge, and I promise
that this Government will continue speaking
clearly and honestly about the steps we’re tak-
ing to meet it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:25 p.m. on May 1 in the Library at
the White House for broadcast on May 2. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 1 but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on May 2.

Statement on the Death of Former Representative Jack F. Kemp
May 3, 2009

Jack Kemp’s commitment to public service
and his passion for politics influenced not only
the direction of his party, but his country.
From his tenure as a Buffalo Congressman to
his ascent in national politics, Jack Kemp was a
man who could fiercely advocate his own be-
liefs and principles while also remembering

the lessons he learned years earlier on the
football field: that bitter divisiveness between
race and class and station only stood in the way
of the common aim of a team to win.

Michelle and I extend our prayers and
deepest condolences to the entire Kemp fami-
ly.

Remarks on Tax Reform
May 4, 2009

All right. Good morning, everybody. I hope
you all had a good weekend.

Let’s begin with a simple premise: Nobody
likes paying taxes, particularly in times of eco-
nomic stress. But most Americans meet their
responsibilities because they understand that

it’s an obligation of citizenship, necessary to
pay the costs of our common defense and our
mutual well-being.

And yet, even as most American citizens
and businesses meet these responsibilities,
there are others who are shirking theirs. And
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many are aided and abetted by a broken tax sys-
tem, written by well-connected lobbyists on be-
half of well-heeled interests and individuals. It’s
a Tax Code full of corporate loopholes that
makes it perfectly legal for companies to avoid
paying their fair share. It’s a Tax Code that
makes it all too easy for a number—a small
number of individuals and companies to abuse
overseas tax havens to avoid paying any taxes at
all. And it’s a Tax Code that says you should pay
lower taxes if you create a job in Bangalore, In-
dia, than if you create one in Buffalo, New York.

Now, understand, one of the strengths of our
economy is the global reach of our businesses.
And I want to see our companies remain the
most competitive in the world. But the way to
make sure that happens is not to reward our
companies for moving jobs off our shores or
transferring profits to overseas tax havens. This
is something that I talked about again and again
during the course of the campaign. The way we
make our businesses competitive is not to re-
ward American companies operating overseas
with a roughly 2-percent tax rate on foreign
profits, a rate that costs tens—that costs taxpay-
ers tens of billions of dollars a year. The way to
make American businesses competitive is not to
let some citizens and businesses dodge their re-
sponsibilities while ordinary Americans pick up
the slack.

Unfortunately, that’s exactly what we’re do-
ing. These problems have been highlighted by
Chairmen Charlie Rangel and Max Baucus, by
leaders like Senator Carl Levin and Congress-
man Lloyd Doggett. And now is the time to fi-
nally do something about them. And that’s why
today I’m announcing a set of proposals to crack
down on illegal overseas tax evasion, close loop-
holes, and make it more profitable for compa-
nies to create jobs here in the United States.

For years, we’ve talked about ending tax
breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas
and giving tax breaks to companies that create
jobs here in America. That’s what our budget
will finally do. We will stop letting American
companies that create jobs overseas take deduc-
tions on their expenses when they do not pay
any American taxes on their profits. And we will
use the savings to give tax cuts to companies
that are investing in research and development

here at home, so that we can jump-start job cre-
ation, foster innovation, and enhance America’s
competitiveness.

For years, we’ve talked about shutting down
overseas tax havens that let companies setup
operations to avoid paying taxes in America.
That’s what our budget will finally do. On the
campaign, I used to talk about the outrage of a
building in the Cayman Islands that had over
12,000 businesses claim this building as their
headquarters. And I’ve said before, either this is
the largest building in the world or the largest
tax scam in the world. And I think the American
people know which it is. It’s the kind of tax
scam that we need to end. 

And that’s why we are closing one of our big-
gest tax loopholes. It’s a loophole that lets sub-
sidiaries of some of our largest companies tell
the IRS that they’re paying taxes abroad, tell
foreign governments that they’re paying taxes
elsewhere, and avoid paying taxes anywhere.
And closing this single loophole will save tax-
payers tens of billions of dollars, money that can
be spent on reinvesting in America. And it will
restore fairness to our Tax Code by helping en-
sure that all our citizens and all our companies
are paying what they should.

Now, for years, we’ve talked about stopping
Americans from illegally hiding their money
overseas and getting tough with the financial in-
stitutions that let them get away with it. The
Treasury Department and the IRS, under Sec-
retary Geithner’s leadership and Commissioner
Shulman’s, are already taking far-reaching steps
to catch overseas tax cheats, but they need more
support.

And that’s why I’m asking Congress to pass
some commonsense measures. One of these
measures would let the IRS know how much in-
come Americans are generating in overseas ac-
counts by requiring overseas banks to provide
1099s for their American clients, just like Amer-
icans have to do for their bank accounts here in
this country. If financial institutions won’t coop-
erate with us, we will assume that they are shel-
tering money in tax havens and act accordingly.
And to ensure that the IRS has the tools it
needs to enforce our laws, we’re seeking to hire
nearly 800 more IRS agents to detect and pur-
sue American tax evaders abroad.
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So all in all, these and other reforms will
save American taxpayers $210 billion over the
next 10 years, savings we can use to reduce the
deficit, cut taxes for American businesses that
are playing by the rules, and provide meaning-
ful relief for hard-working families. That’s
what we’re doing. We’re putting a middle class
tax cut in the pockets of 95 percent of working
families, and we’re providing a two—$2,500
annual tax credit to put the dream of a college
degree or advanced training within the reach
for more students. We’re providing a tax credit
worth up to $8,000 for first-time homebuyers
to help more Americans own a piece of the
American Dream and to strengthen the hous-
ing market.

So the steps I am announcing today will
help us deal with some of the most egregious
examples of what’s wrong with our Tax Code
and will help us strengthen some of these oth-
er efforts. It’s a downpayment on the larger tax
reform we need to make our tax system sim-

pler and fairer and more efficient for individu-
als and corporations.

Now, it will take time to undo the damage
of distorted provisions that were slipped into
our Tax Code by lobbyists and special inter-
ests, but with the steps I’m announcing today,
we are beginning to crack down on Americans
who are bending or breaking the rules, and
we’re helping to ensure that all Americans are
contributing their fair share.

In other words, we’re beginning to restore
fairness and balance to our Tax Code. That’s
what I promised I would do during the cam-
paign, that’s what I’m committed to doing as
President, and that is what I will work with
members of my administration and Members
of Congress to accomplish in the months and
years to come.

Thanks very much, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. in
the Grand Foyer at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner.

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo Celebration
May 4, 2009

The President. Hello. Gracias.
Audience member. De nada. Bienvenidos.
The President. Bienvenidos. Welcome to

cinco de quatro—[laughter]—Cinco de Mayo
at the White House. We are a day early, but
we always like to get a head start here at the
Obama White House.

Cinco de Mayo marks a singular moment in
Mexican history. Nearly 150 years ago, a rag-
tag band of soldiers and citizens, badly out-
numbered and facing impossible odds, held
their ground on a muddy hill to defend their
nation from what was at the time the most
fearsome fighting force in the world. That de-
cisive victory at what became known as the
Battle of Puebla ignited a pride in country and
culture that Mexican Americans feel to this
day.

And tomorrow, on both sides of our border,
we’ll pay tribute to our shared heritage by cel-
ebrating with friends and family, with love and
laughter. We’ll remember that America is a

richer and more vibrant place thanks to the
contributions of Mexican Americans. Contri-
butions—[applause].

Audience member. Yeah!
The President. I knew that was Manny over

there—“Yeah!” [Laughter] Pat, do something
about Manny. [Laughter]

We’ll remember that the contributions of
commerce and culture, in language and litera-
ture, in faith, and in food have all made Amer-
ica a better place. And we will honor the ser-
vice of Mexican Americans who have worn the
uniform of the United States. We’ll also re-
commit to advancing the ambitions and the
dreams of generations of Mexican Americans
and all Latinos who have had an immeasurable
impact on the life of this Nation.

But even as we mark this joyous and festive
occasion, we do so mindful of the fact that this
is a difficult time for Mexico. The pain our
global economic downturn has inflicted has
only been deepened by the outbreak of the
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H1N1 flu, as well as the drug-related violence
that has robbed so many of their future.

One thing we know: Good neighbors work
together when faced with common challenges.
And that’s why we’re working closely with the
Mexican Government to identify and treat ill-
nesses that are caused by this new flu strain. I
spoke to President Calderon on Saturday about
this joint approach. That’s why we’re working in
an urgent and coordinated fashion to end the
drug wars. That’s why we’ll continue to stand
side by side with the Mexican people in pursuit
of our common security and our common pros-
perity.

So I know this is a tough time on both sides
of the border. I know some of tomorrow’s cele-
brations have been downsized or canceled out
of an abundance of caution, from Puebla to
Mexico City to my hometown of Chicago. And
while we hope and pray that all these precau-
tions and preparations will prove unnecessary, I
applaud the Mexican Government and all the
leaders who are taking responsibility and appro-
priate steps in order to keep the people safe.

As we honor our heritage and our heroes to-
morrow, I also know this: Mexicans, Americans,
and Mexican Americans are all a people who’ve
known trial and persevered in the face of in-
credible odds. We’re a people of revolution;
who value hard work and sacrifice; who forever
look forward to the future with a deep and abid-
ing faith that the dream of opportunity is still
real and alive in our time.

And when one of my predecessors once visit-
ed Mexico City, he said that “while geography
has made us neighbors, tradition has made us
friends. Economics has made us partners. And
necessity has made us allies . . . two great and
independent nations, united by hope instead of
fear.”

John F. Kennedy’s message nearly a half cen-
tury ago is my message now. And when I made
my first trip to Mexico as President, not just 3
weeks ago, I was greeted by the children of
both our nations waving flags of both our na-
tions, a powerful reminder that in the end, ev-

erything we do is done to guarantee a better fu-
ture for our children and our grandchildren.

And while I was there, I found it impossible
not to be touched by the warmth, the vigor, and
the forceful vitality of the Mexican people, a
love of life I’ve seen in Mexican American com-
munities throughout this Nation. And that’s
what we’ll celebrate tomorrow, that’s what we
celebrate tonight, and that’s what we will cele-
brate in the future.

So feliz Cinco de Mayo. Thank you very
much for being here, and party on. Thank you.

Oh, I also want to—I want to make sure
that—everybody knows the Bidens, but I want
to make sure to acknowledge my good friend
and a great friend of the United States, Ambas-
sador Arturo Sarukhan, and his lovely wife, Va-
lencia, who are here.

[At this point, the President descended from the
podium and greeted members of the audience.
He then returned to the podium and continued
as follows.]

The President. Hey, wait. In an incredible
breach of protocol, I introduced my good
friend, the Ambassador, but it—he has greet-
ings from the people of Mexico. And so I take
complete responsibility for that; I apologize.
Will everybody please settle down, and let’s
hear from our Ambassador from Mexico.

[Mexico’s Ambassador to the U.S. Arturo Sa-
rukhan Casamitjana made brief remarks.]

The President. All right, now you can go par-
ty. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:28 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Manuel Sanchez, managing part-
ner, Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP; Patricia
Pulido Sanchez, president and chief executive
officer, Pulido Sanchez Communications, LLC;
and Pilar Veronica Valencia Fedora, wife of
Ambassador Sarukhan. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also includ-
ed the remarks of Ambassador Sarukhan.
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Statement on the Global Health Initiative
May 5, 2009

In the 21st century, disease flows freely
across borders and oceans, and in recent days,
the 2009 H1N1 virus has reminded us of the
urgent need for action. We cannot wall our-
selves off from the world and hope for the
best, nor ignore the public health challenges
beyond our borders. An outbreak in Indonesia
can reach Indiana within days, and public
health crises abroad can cause widespread suf-
fering, conflict, and economic contraction.
That is why I am asking Congress to approve
my fiscal year 2010 budget request of $8.6 bil-
lion—and $63 billion over 6 years—to shape a
new, comprehensive global health strategy.
We cannot simply confront individual prevent-
able illnesses in isolation. The world is inter-
connected, and that demands an integrated
approach to global health. 

As a U.S. Senator, I joined a bipartisan ma-
jority in supporting the Bush administration’s
effective President’s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). That plan has provid-
ed lifesaving medicines and prevention efforts
to millions of people living in some of the
world’s most extreme conditions. Last sum-

mer, the Congress approved the Lantos-Hyde
U.S. Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS
Act, legislation that I was proud to cosponsor
as a U.S. Senator and now carry out as Presi-
dent. But I also recognize that we will not be
successful in our efforts to end deaths from
AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis unless we do
more to improve health systems around the
world, focus our efforts on child and maternal
health, and ensure that best practices drive the
funding for these programs.

My budget makes critical investments in a
new, comprehensive global health strategy.
We support the promise of PEPFAR while in-
creasing and enhancing our efforts to combat
diseases that claim the lives of 26,000 children
each day. We cannot fix every problem. But
we have a responsibility to protect the health
of our people, while saving lives, reducing suf-
fering, and supporting the health and dignity
of people everywhere. America can make a
significant difference in meeting these chal-
lenges, and that is why my administration is
committed to act.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan
and President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan
May 6, 2009

Well, thank you, everybody. We’re going to
be making formal remarks over there, but we
just wanted to say that we’ve had an extraordi-
narily productive day. And what is represented
around the table is not just three Presidents
but rather it’s ministers, agency heads at every
level, and that reflects the kind of concrete co-
operation and detail that is going to, ultimate-
ly, make a difference in improving opportunity

and democracy and stability in Pakistan and in
Afghanistan. So we’ll see you guys over there.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:04 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. Audio was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan
and President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan
May 6, 2009

Good afternoon, everybody. We just finished
an important trilateral meeting among the Unit-
ed States, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. And earli-
er today I was pleased to have wide-ranging bi-
lateral discussions with both President Karzai of
Afghanistan and President Zardari of Pakistan.

We meet today as three sovereign nations
joined by a common goal: to disrupt, dismantle,
and defeat Al Qaida and its extremist allies in
Pakistan and Afghanistan, and to prevent their
ability to operate in either country in the future.
And to achieve that goal, we must deny them
the space to threaten the Pakistani, Afghan, or
American people. And we must also advance se-
curity and opportunity, so that Pakistanis and
Afghans can pursue the promise of a better life.

And just over a month ago, I announced a
new strategy to achieve these objectives after
consultation with Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
our other friends and allies. Our strategy re-
flects a fundamental truth: The security of Paki-
stan, Afghanistan, and the United States are
linked. In the weeks that have followed, that
truth has only been reinforced. Al Qaida and its
allies have taken more lives in Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan, and have continued to challenge the
democratically elected Governments of the two
Presidents standing here today. Meanwhile, Al
Qaida plots against the American people—and
people around the world—from their safe ha-
ven along the border.

I’m pleased that these two men, elected lead-
ers of Afghanistan and Pakistan, fully appreciate
the seriousness of the threat that we face, and
have reaffirmed their commitment to confront-
ing it. And I’m pleased that we have advanced
unprecedented cooperation between Afghani-
stan and Pakistan on a bilateral basis—and
among Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the United
States—which will benefit all of our people.

Today’s meeting is the second in the trilateral
dialogs among our countries, and these meet-
ings will coordinate our efforts in a broad range
of areas, across all levels of government. To give
you a sense of the scope of this effort, Secretary
Clinton, Attorney General Holder, Secretary

Vilsack, Director Panetta, Director Mueller,
and Deputy Secretary Lew will all host separate
meetings with their Pakistani and Afghan coun-
terparts. And these trilateral meetings build on
efforts being made in the region and in the
United States, and they will continue on a regu-
lar basis.

Now there’s much to be done. Along the bor-
der where insurgents often move freely, we
must work together with a renewed sense of
partnership to share intelligence, and to coordi-
nate our efforts to isolate, target, and take out
our common enemy. But we must also meet the
threat of extremism with a positive program of
growth and opportunity. And that’s why my ad-
ministration is working with Members of Con-
gress to create opportunity zones to spark de-
velopment. That’s why I’m proud that we’ve
helped advance negotiations towards landmark
transit-trade agreements to open Afghanistan
and Pakistan borders to more commerce.

Within Afghanistan, we must help grow the
economy, while developing alternatives to the
drug trade by tapping the resilience and the in-
genuity of the Afghan people. We must support
free and open national elections later this fall,
while helping to protect the hard-earned rights
of all Afghans. And we must support the capaci-
ty of local governments, and stand up to corrup-
tion that blocks progress. I also made it clear
that the United States will work with our Af-
ghan and international partners to make every
effort to avoid civilian casualties as we help the
Afghan Government combat our common ene-
my.

And within Pakistan, we must provide lasting
support to democratic institutions, while
helping the Government confront the
insurgents who are the single greatest threat to
the Pakistani state. And we must do more than
stand against those who would destroy Pakistan;
we must stand with those who want to build
Pakistan. And that is why I’ve asked Congress
for sustained funding, to build schools and
roads and hospitals. I want the Pakistani people
to understand that America is not simply against
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terrorism, we are on the side of their hopes
and their aspirations, because we know that
the future of Pakistan must be determined by
the talent, innovation, and intelligence of its
people.

I have long said that we cannot meet these
challenges in isolation, nor delay the action,
nor deny the resources necessary to get the job
done. And that’s why we have a comprehen-
sive strategy for the region, with civilian and
military components, led by Ambassador Rich-
ard Holbrooke and General David Petraeus.
And for the first time, this strategy will be
matched by the resources that it demands.

U.S. troops are serving courageously and ca-
pably, in a vital mission in Afghanistan, along-
side our Afghan and international partners.
But to combat an enemy that is on the offen-
sive, we need more troops, training, and assis-
tance. And that’s why we are deploying 21,000
troops to Afghanistan, and increasing our ef-
forts to train Afghan security forces. And I’m
also pleased that our NATO allies and partners
are providing resources to support our strate-
gy. And that is why we are helping Pakistan
combat the insurgency within its borders, in-
cluding $400 million in immediate assistance
that we are seeking from Congress, which will
help the Government as it steps up its efforts
against the extremists.

And to advance security, opportunity, and
justice for the people of Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, we are dramatically increasing our civil-
ian support for both countries. We were
pleased that these efforts were recently ampli-
fied through the $5.5 billion that was pledged
for Pakistan at an international donors confer-
ence in Tokyo; resources that will help meet
the basic needs of the Pakistani people.

The road ahead will be difficult. There will
be more violence, and there will be setbacks.
But let me be clear: The United States has
made a lasting commitment to defeat Al Qai-
da, but also, to support the democratically
elected sovereign Governments of both Paki-

stan and Afghanistan. That commitment will
not waiver, and that support will be sustained.

Every day, we see evidence of the future
that Al Qaida and its allies offer. It’s a future
filled with violence and despair. It’s a future
without opportunity or hope. That’s not what
the people of Pakistan and Afghanistan want,
and it’s not what they deserve. The United
States has a stake in the future of these two
countries. We have learned, time and again,
that our security is shared. It is a lesson that
we learned most painfully on 9/11, and it is a
lesson that we will not forget.

So we are here today in the midst of a great
challenge. But no matter what happens, we
will not be deterred. The aspirations of all our
people—for security, for opportunity, and for
justice—are far more powerful than any ene-
my. Those are the hopes that we hold in com-
mon for all of our children. So we will sustain
our cooperation. And we will work for the day
when our nations are linked, not by a common
enemy, but by a shared peace and prosperity,
mutual interests and mutual respect, not only
among governments, but among our people.

I want to thank President Zardari and Presi-
dent Karzai for joining me here today. I look
forward to continuing this close cooperation
between our Governments in the months and
years ahead. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:11 p.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton; Attorney General Eric
H. Holder, Jr.; Secretary of Agriculture Thom-
as J. Vilsack; Leon E. Panetta, Director, Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency; Robert S. Mueller
III, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation;
Deputy Secretary of State for Management
and Resources Jacob J. Lew; Richard C. Hol-
brooke, U.S. Special Representative for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan; and Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commander, U.S. Central
Command.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Protocol Additional to the
Agreement Between the United States of America and the International
Atomic Energy Agency for the Application of Safeguards in the United States
of America
May 5, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith a list of the sites, loca-
tions, facilities, and activities in the United
States that I intend to declare to the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), under
the Protocol Additional to the Agreement be-
tween the United States of America and the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency for the Ap-
plication of Safeguards in the United States of
America, with Annexes, signed at Vienna on
June 12, 1998 (the “U.S.-IAEA Additional Pro-
tocol”), and constitutes a report thereon, as re-
quired by section 271 of Public Law 109–401.
In accordance with section 273 of Public Law
109–401, I hereby certify that:

(1) each site, location, facility, and activity
included in the list has been examined by
each department and agency with national
security equities with respect to such site,
location, facility, or activity; and
(2) appropriate measures have been taken
to ensure that information of direct na-
tional security significance will not be
compromised at any such site, location, fa-
cility, or activity in connection with an
IAEA inspection.

The enclosed draft declaration lists each site,
location, facility, and activity I intend to declare
to the IAEA, and provides a detailed descrip-
tion of such sites, locations, facilities, and activi-
ties, and the provisions of the U.S.-IAEA Addi-
tional Protocol under which they would be de-
clared. Each site, location, facility, and activity
would be declared in order to meet the obliga-
tions of the United States of America with re-
spect to these provisions.

The IAEA classification of the enclosed dec-
laration is “Highly Confidential Safeguards Sen-
sitive”; however, the United States regards this
information as “Sensitive but Unclassified.”

Nonetheless, under Public Law 109–401, in-
formation reported to, or otherwise acquired
by, the United States Government under this ti-
tle or under the U.S.-IAEA Additional Protocol
shall be exempt from disclosure under section
552 of title 5, United States Code.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 5, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 7.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
May 7, 2009

Good morning, everybody. All across this
country, Americans are responding to difficult
economic times by tightening their belts and
making tough decisions about where they need
to spend and where they need to save. And the
question the American people are asking is
whether Washington is prepared to act with the
same sense of responsibility. 

I believe we can and must do exactly that.
Over the course of our first hundred days in of-
fice, my administration has taken aggressive ac-

tion to confront a historic economic crisis.
We’re doing everything that we can to create
jobs and to get our economy moving while
building a new foundation for lasting prosperi-
ty, a foundation that invests in quality educa-
tion, lowers health care costs, and develops new
sources of energy powered by new jobs and in-
dustries. 

But one of the pillars of this foundation is fis-
cal responsibility. We can no longer afford to
spend as if deficits don’t matter and waste is not
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our problem. We can no longer afford to leave
the hard choices for the next budget, the next
administration, or the next generation.

And that’s why I’ve charged the Office of
Management and Budget, led by Peter Orszag
and Rob Nabors, who are standing behind me
today, with going through the budget, pro-
gram by program, item by item, line by line,
looking for areas where we can save taxpayer
dollars. Today the budget office is releasing
the first report in this process, a list of more
than 100 programs slated to be reduced or
eliminated altogether. And the process is on-
going.

Now, I want to be clear: There are many,
many people doing valuable work for our Gov-
ernment across the country and around the
world. And it’s important that we support
these folks, people who don’t draw big pay-
check or earn a lot of praise but who do tough,
thankless jobs on our behalf in our Govern-
ment. So this is not a criticism of them. At the
same time, we have to admit that there is a lot
of money that’s being spent inefficiently, inef-
fectively, and, in some cases, in ways that are
actually pretty stunning.

Some programs may have made sense in the
past, but are no longer needed in the present.
Other programs never made any sense; the
end result of a special interest’s successful lob-
bying campaign. Still other programs perform
functions that can be conducted more effi-
ciently or are already carried out more effec-
tively elsewhere in the Government.

One example of a program we will cut is a
long-range radio navigation system which costs
taxpayers $35 million a year. Now, this system
once made a lot of sense, before there were
satellites to help us navigate. Now there’s
GPS. And yet, year after year, this obsolete
technology has continued to be funded, even
though it serves no Government function and
very few people are left who still actually use
it.

Another example is the National Institute
for Literacy. Now, I strongly support initia-
tives that promote literacy—it’s critical—but I
oppose programs that do it badly. Last year,
nearly half of the funding in this program was
spent on overhead. So we’ve proposed cutting

the $6 million for this program in favor of sup-
porting literacy efforts within the Department
of Education which use tax dollars more effec-
tively and wisely.

We’re also closing an office maintained by
the Department of Education in Paris. This is
an office that costs hundreds of thousands of
dollars to employ one person as a representa-
tive to United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, or UNESCO.
Now, participation in UNESCO is very impor-
tant, but we can save this money and still par-
ticipate, using e-mail and teleconferencing
and a small travel budget.

In addition, we’re going to save money by
eliminating unnecessary defense programs
that do nothing to keep us safe, but rather pre-
vent us from spending money on what does
keep us safe. One example is a $465 million
program to build an alternate engine for the
Joint Strike Fighter. The Defense Department
is already pleased with the engine it has; the
engine it has works. The Pentagon does not
want and does not plan to use the alternative
version. That’s why the Pentagon stopped re-
questing this funding 2 years ago. Yet it’s still
being funded. 

And these are just a few examples. But the
point to remember is that there are conse-
quences for this kind of spending. It makes the
development of new tools for our military, like
the Joint Strike Fighter, more expensive, even
prohibitively so, and crowds out money that
we could be using, for example, to improve
our troops’ quality of life and their safety and
security. It makes Government less effective.
It makes our Nation less resilient and less able
to address immediate concerns and long-term
challenges, and it leaves behind a massive bur-
den for our children and grandchildren.

Now, some of the cuts we’re putting for-
ward today are more painful than others; some
are larger than others. In fact, a few of the pro-
grams we eliminate will produce less than a
million dollars in savings. And in Washington,
I guess that’s considered trivial. Outside of
Washington, that’s still considered a lot of
money.

But these savings, large and small, add up.
The 121 budget cuts we are announcing today
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will save taxpayers nearly $17 billion next year
alone. And even by Washington standards, that
should be considered real money. To put this in
perspective, this $17 billion is more than
enough savings to pay for a $2,500 tuition tax
credit for millions of students as well as a larger
Pell grant, with enough money left over to pay
for everything we do to pay for—to protect the
national parks. And this is just one aspect of the
budget reforms and savings we’re seeking. 

I’ve signed a Presidential memorandum to
end unnecessary no-bid contracts and dramati-
cally reform the way Government contracts are
awarded, reform that will save the American
people up to $40 billion each year.

Secretary Gates has proposed the elimination
of expensive weapons systems ill-suited for the
threats of the 21st century and a sweeping over-
haul of a defense contracting system which has
been riddled with hundreds of billions of dollars
in waste and cost overruns. A proposal to ac-
complish these kinds of reforms, sponsored by
Senators John McCain and Carl Levin in the
Senate and Representatives Ike Skelton and
John McHugh in the House, is advancing
through Congress as we speak.

We’re also going to eliminate the subsidies
we provide to the health insurance companies
through Medicare, saving roughly $22 billion
each year starting in 2012, as part of a broader
effort to reduce health care costs—essential to
putting our Nation on a more secure fiscal foot-
ing.

All told, by the end of my first term, we will
have cut the deficit in half. Over the next de-
cade, we’ll bring nondefense discretionary
spending to its lowest level as a share of Gross
Domestic Product since 1962. We will also con-
tinue to look for ways we can save taxpayer
money. And I know there are many in both par-
ties in Congress committed to cutting spending
and eager to work with us.

And one important step is restoring the pay-
as-you-go rule, and I’ve called on Congress to
do exactly that. This rule says, very simply, that
Congress can only spend a dollar if it saves a
dollar elsewhere. This is the principle that
guides responsible families managing a budget.
This is the principle that helped transform large
deficits into surpluses in the 1990s.

I’ve also asked my Cabinet to continue to
scour their budgets looking for savings and to
report their findings back to me. And I’ve pro-
posed other creative ways to control spending.
For example, we don’t want agencies to protect
bloated budgets; we want them to promote ef-
fective programs. So we’ll allow agencies that
identify savings to keep a portion of those sav-
ings to invest in programs that work within their
agencies. 

We’re also making it possible for Govern-
ment employees to submit their ideas for how
their agency can save money and perform bet-
ter. And we’re going to reach beyond the halls
of Government. Many businesses have innova-
tive ways of using technology to save money;
many experts have new ideas to make Govern-
ment work more efficiently. Government can,
and must, learn from them.

Finally, while these steps will help us cut our
deficit in half over the next 4 years, we recog-
nize that there remain looming challenges to
our fiscal health beyond that, challenges that
will require us to make health care more afford-
able and to work on a bipartisan basis to address
programs like Social Security. So what we’re
proposing today does not replace the need for
large changes in nondiscretionary spending.

It is important, though, for all of you as
you’re writing up these stories to recognize that
$17 billion taken out of our discretionary non-
defense budget as well as portions of our de-
fense budget are significant; they mean some-
thing. Now, none of this will be easy. For every
dollar we seek to save there will be those who
have an interest in seeing it spent. That’s how
unnecessary programs survive year after year.
That’s how budgets swell. That’s how the peo-
ple’s interest is slowly overtaken by the special
interests. But at this moment, at this difficult
time for our Nation, we can’t accept business as
usual. We can’t accept anything less than a gov-
ernment ready to meet the challenges of our
time.

We must build a government of the 21st cen-
tury: a government that is more efficient and
more effective; a government that does what we
need to do it and nothing that we don’t; a gov-
ernment that invests in our future without leav-
ing behind enormous financial burdens that put
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our future in jeopardy. And today we’ve taken
an important step, albeit just a first step, to-
wards building this kind of government, not
just for this generation of Americans, but for
the sake of generations to come.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:42 a.m. in
the Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Peter R. Orszag, Director, and
Robert L. Nabors, Deputy Director, Office of
Management and Budget.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey V.
Lavrov of Russia
May 7, 2009

President Obama. I just want to make a
brief statement. I just had an excellent conver-
sation with Minister Lavrov. He and Secretary
Clinton and the rest of our foreign policy
teams have been meeting throughout the day.
This caps off many of these conversations, all
in preparation for a visit that President Med-
vedev and I have discussed to take place some-
time this summer.

As I’ve said before, I think we have an ex-
cellent opportunity to reset the relationship
between the United States and Russia on a
whole host of issues, from nuclear weapons
and nuclear proliferation, the situation in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, how we approach
Iran, how we approach the Middle East, com-
mercial ties between the two countries, and
how we address the financial crisis that has put
such a strain on the economies of all countries
around the world.

And President Medvedev has an excellent
representative in Minister Lavrov. We very
much appreciate his strong work in trying to
move the relationship forward, and I am hope-
ful that the meetings that we’ve had so far and

the meetings that we expect to have through-
out the course of this year will be of mutual
benefit to both countries.

So thank you very much for taking the time.
Foreign Minister Lavrov. Thank you, Mr.

President. And I just would like briefly to reit-
erate that we are indeed working very hard on
developing the documents which you and
President Medvedev authorized us to do when
you met in London. I think we work in a very
pragmatic, businesslike way on the basis of the
common interest whenever our positions coin-
cide and on the basis of respect to each other
whenever we have disagreements, trying to
narrow those disagreements for the benefit of
our countries and the international stability.

And I can convey to you once again that
President Medvedev is really looking forward
to meeting you in Moscow this July.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions of the Government of Syria
May 7, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency,
unless, prior to the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the Feder-

al Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency
with respect to the actions of the Government
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of Syria declared in Executive Order 13338 of
May 11, 2004, and relied upon for additional
steps taken in Executive Order 13399 of April
25, 2006, and Executive Order 13460 of Febru-
ary 13, 2008, is to continue in effect beyond
May 11, 2009.

The actions of the Government of Syria in
supporting terrorism, pursuing weapons of
mass destruction and missile programs, and un-
dermining U.S. and international efforts with
respect to the stabilization and reconstruction
of Iraq pose a continuing unusual and extraordi-
nary threat to the national security, foreign poli-
cy, and economy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary

to continue in effect the national emergency
declared with respect to this threat and to main-
tain in force the sanctions to address this na-
tional emergency.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 7, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 8. The notice of
May 7 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Budget of the United States
Government for Fiscal Year 2010
May 7, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

I have the honor to transmit to you the Bud-
get of the United States Government for Fiscal
Year 2010. 

In my February 26th budget overview, A
New Era of Responsibility: Renewing America’s
Promise, I provided a broad outline of how our
Nation came to this moment of economic, fi-
nancial, and fiscal crisis; and how my Adminis-
tration plans to move this economy from reces-
sion to recovery and lay a new foundation for
long-term economic growth and prosperity.
This Budget fills out this picture by providing
full programmatic details and proposing appro-
priations language and other required informa-
tion for the Congress to put these plans fully in-
to effect. 

Specifically, this Budget details the pillars of
the stable and broad economic growth we seek:
making long overdue investments and reforms
in education so that every child can compete in
the global economy, undertaking health care re-
form so that we can control costs while boosting
coverage and quality, and investing in renew-
able sources of energy so that we can reduce
our dependence on foreign oil and become the
world leader in the new clean energy economy. 

Fiscal discipline is another critical pillar in
this economic foundation. My Administration
came into office facing a budget deficit of $1.3
trillion for this year alone, and the cost of con-
fronting the recession and financial crisis has
been high. While these are extraordinary times
that have demanded extraordinary responses, it
is impossible to put our Nation on a course for
long-term growth without beginning to rein in
unsustainable deficits and debt. We no longer
can afford to tolerate investments in programs
that are outdated, duplicative, ineffective, or
wasteful. 

That is why the Budget I am sending to you
includes a separate volume of terminations, re-
ductions, and savings that my Administration
has identified since we sent the budget over-
view to you 10 weeks ago. In it, we identify pro-
grams that do not accomplish the goals set for
them, do not do so efficiently, or do a job al-
ready done by another initiative. Overall, we
have targeted more than 100 programs that
should be ended or substantially changed,
moves that will save nearly $17 billion next year
alone. 

These efforts are just the next phase of a
larger and longer effort needed to change how
Washington does business and put our fiscal
house in order. To that end, the Budget
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includes billions of dollars in savings from
steps ranging from ending subsidies for big oil
and gas companies, to eliminating
entitlements to banks and lenders making
student loans. It provides an historic down
payment on health care reform, the key to our
long-term fiscal future, and was constructed
without commonly used budget gimmicks
that, for instance, hide the true costs of war
and natural disasters. Even with these costs on
the books, the Budget will cut the deficit in
half by the end of my first term, and we will
bring non-defense discretionary spending to
its lowest level as a share of GDP since 1962. 

Finally, in order to keep America strong and
secure, the Budget includes critical invest-
ments in rebuilding our military, securing our
homeland, and expanding our diplomatic ef-
forts because we need to use all elements of
our power to provide for our national security.
We are not only proposing significant funding
for our national security, but also being careful
with those investments by, for instance, re-
forming defense contracting so that we are us-
ing our defense dollars to their maximum ef-
fect. 

I have little doubt that there will be various
interests—vocal and powerful—who will op-
pose different aspects of this Budget. Change

is never easy. However, I believe that after an
era of profound irresponsibility, Americans are
ready to embrace the shared responsibilities
we have to each other and to generations to
come. They want to put old arguments and the
divisions of the past behind us, put problem-
solving ahead of point-scoring, and reconstruct
an economy that is built on a solid new foun-
dation. If we do that, America once again will
teem with new industry and commerce, hum
with the energy of new discoveries and inven-
tions, and be a place where anyone with a
good idea and the will to work can live their
dreams.

I am gratified and encouraged by the sup-
port I have received from the Congress thus
far, and I look forward to working with you in
the weeks ahead as we put these plans into
practice and make this vision of America a re-
ality. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 7, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 8.

Remarks on the National Economy and Job Training
May 8, 2009

Good morning, everybody. This morning
we learned that our economy lost another
539,000 jobs in the month of April. And while
it’s somewhat encouraging that this number is
lower than it’s been in each of the past 6
months, it’s still a sobering toll. The unem-
ployment rate is at its highest point in 25 years.
It underscores the point that we’re still in the
midst of a recession that was years in the mak-
ing and will be months or even years in the un-
making. And we should expect further job
losses in the months to come.

Although we have a long way to go before
we can put this recession behind us, the gears
of our economic engine do appear to slow-
ly—to be slowly turning once again. Consumer
spending and home sales are stabilizing; con-

struction spending is up for the first time in 6
months. So step by step, we’re beginning to
make progress.

Of course, that’s no solace to those who’ve
lost their jobs or to the small-business owners
whose hearts break at letting long-time em-
ployees go. It’s no relief for those who contin-
ue to send out resume after resume and then
wait for a call. And it’s of little comfort to the
families who wake up wondering how they’re
going to pay their bills, stay in their homes, or
put food on the table, the Americans I’ve met
in towns across this country or whose letters I
read every night.

They’re letters of struggle, but they’re also
of service to others. They’re stories of heart-
break, but they’re also stories of hope. It’s the
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story of the small-business owner in California
who wrote that as long as her employees de-
pend on her, “I will not give up.” That’s what
she said. The veteran in Oklahoma who wrote:
“We’ve all got a long way to go, but we’ll stick
together and get through this.” Or the mother
in Michigan who wrote that she and her hus-
band can’t make ends meet, but as long as they
have their jobs, they’ll work 24 hours a day to
send their children to college. This woman end-
ed her letter by saying: “I’m not writing to tell
you about my troubles. I’m writing to please ask
you to act quickly to help all the people like
me.”

Such hard-working Americans are why I ran
for President. They’re the reason we’ve been
working swiftly and aggressively across all fronts
to turn this economy around, to jump-start
spending and hiring and create jobs where we
can with steps like the Recovery Act. And be-
cause of this plan, cops are still on the beat and
teachers are still in the classroom, shovels are
breaking ground and cranes dot the sky, and
new life has been breathed into private compa-
nies like Sharon Arnold’s. And already, 95 per-
cent of working Americans are seeing a tax cut
that we promised would show up in their pay-
checks.

We’re moving forward because now is not
the time for small plans. It’s not a time to pause
or to be passive or to wait around for our prob-
lems to somehow fix themselves. Now is the
time to put a new foundation for growth in
place, to rebuild our economy, to retrain our
workforce, and reequip the American people.
And now is the time to change unemployment
from a period of wait-and-see to a chance for
our workers to train and seek the next opportu-
nity, so when that new and better day does
come around, our people, our industry, and our
entire country are ready to make the most of it.

Now, if we want to come out of this recession
stronger than before, we need to make sure that
our workforce is better prepared than ever be-
fore. Right now, someone who doesn’t have a
college degree is more than twice as likely to be
unemployed as someone who does. And so
many of the Americans who have lost their jobs
can’t find new ones because they simply don’t

have the skills and the training they need for the
jobs they want.

In a 21st century economy where the most
valuable skill you can sell is your knowledge, ed-
ucation is the single best bet we can make, not
just for our individual success, but for the suc-
cess of the Nation as a whole. The average col-
lege graduate earns 80 percent more than those
who stopped after high school. So if we want to
help people not only get back on their feet to-
day but prosper tomorrow, we need to take a
rigorous new approach to higher education and
technical training. And that starts by changing
senseless rules that discourage displaced work-
ers from getting the education and training they
need to find and fill the jobs of the future.

So today I’m announcing new steps we are
taking to do exactly that, to give people across
America who have lost their jobs the chance to
go back to school today to get retrained for the
jobs and industries of tomorrow. The idea here
is to fundamentally change our approach to un-
employment in this country so that it’s no lon-
ger just a time to look for a new job but is also a
time to prepare yourself for a better job. That’s
what our unemployment system should be, not
just a safety net, but a stepping stone to a new
future. It should offer folks educational oppor-
tunities they wouldn’t otherwise have, giving
them the measurable and differentiated skills
they need just—not just to get through hard
times, but to get ahead when the economy
comes back.

And that’s what Maureen Pike did. Maureen
lost her job as a physician’s receptionist, but she
didn’t lose hope. She took it as an opportunity
to upgrade her skills and earned an associate’s
degree in nursing from a community college. As
a consequence, today, she works as a registered
nurse.

The only reason she could afford to do that
while supporting her twins was because the
State of Maine allowed her to keep her unem-
ployment benefits and study with the help from
a Pell grant. Pell grants cover tuition at almost
every community college in the country, and
unemployment benefits can help those studying
to gain new skills to support their families at the
same time.
621



May 8 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
But today, far too many Americans are de-
nied that opportunity. Let me just give you an
example. Say an unemployed factory worker
wants to upgrade his skills to become a me-
chanic or a technician. In many States, that
worker might lose temporary financial support
if he enrolls in a training program. And to
make matters worse, unemployment might
mean he can’t afford higher education, and he
likely won’t qualify for Federal help simply be-
cause he may have made a decent salary a year
ago, before he was laid off.

Well, that doesn’t make much sense for our
economy or our country. So we’re going to
change it. First, we’ll open new doors to high-
er education and job training programs to re-
cently laid-off workers who are receiving un-
employment benefits. And if those displaced
workers need help paying for their education,
they should get it, and that’s why the next step
is to make it easier for them to receive Pell
grants of the sort that Maureen used.

I’ve asked my Secretary of Education, Arne
Duncan, and my Secretary of Labor, Hilda So-
lis, to work closely with States and our institu-
tions of higher learning and encourage them
not only to allow these changes but to inform
all workers receiving unemployment benefits
of the training programs and financial support
open to them. And together, the Department
of Education and the Department of Labor
have created a new web site called opportuni-
ty.gov—I’ll repeat that, opportunity.gov—to
help workers discover and take advantage of
these opportunities.

And together, these changes will increase
access to education and opportunity for hun-
dreds of thousands of workers who’ve been
stung by this recession, people just like Mau-
reen. And like her, many may take advantage
of one of America’s underappreciated assets,
and that’s our community colleges. And these
schools offer practical education and technical
training, and they’re increasingly important
centers of learning where Americans can pre-
pare for the jobs of the future.

And that’s also why I’m asking Dr. Jill
Biden, a community college professor who’s

devoted her entire life to education—and who
happens to be married to the Vice Presi-
dent—to lead a national effort to raise aware-
ness about what we’re doing to open the doors
to our community colleges.

So I think this is one more piece of the puz-
zle. It’s a good start. It is only a start, though.
These steps are just a short-term downpay-
ment on our larger goal of ensuring that all
Americans get the skills and education they
need to succeed in today’s economy. And to
that end, I have asked, once again, every
American to commit to at least 1 year or more
of higher education or career training. It can
be community college or a 4-year school, voca-
tional training or an apprenticeship, but what-
ever the training may be, every American will
need to get more than a high school diploma.
And we will be backing up that effort with the
support necessary. And we will ensure that by
2020, America will once again have the highest
proportion of college graduates in the world.

In the weeks to come, I will also lay out a
fundamental rethinking of our job training, vo-
cational education, and community college
programs. It’s time to move beyond the idea
that we need several different programs to ad-
dress several different problems. We need one
comprehensive policy that addresses our com-
prehensive challenges.

And that’s how we’ll open the doors of op-
portunity and lay a new foundation for our
economic growth, by investing in our citizens.
That’s how we’ve always emerged from tough
times stronger than before, because of the
hard work and determination and ingenuity of
the American people. And I am confident that
if we summon that spirit once again, we will
get through this; we will see our Nation recov-
er; and together, along with folks like Maureen
and Sharon, we’re going to put America on the
path to shared and lasting prosperity once
again.

Thank you very much everybody. Have a
great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Sharon Arnold, president, Scott and
Sharon Arnold’s Contracting Company, Inc.;

and Maureen Pike, registered nurse, Calais Re-
gional Hospital, who introduced the President.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting on the Global Influenza Outbreak
May 8, 2009

Hello, everybody. Hola. Thank you. Please,
everybody have a seat. Muchas gracias. Thank
you very much. Now, please, everybody have a
seat. Now, I don’t want to take up too much
time. I just wanted to stop by and let you know
how important I think this is.

Obviously, all of us are concerned about the
health of our families and our children. And our
experience with the H1N1 virus over the last
couple of weeks is a sobering reminder of how
vital it is that we all recognize we’re all in this
together. We’re one country; we’re one com-
munity. When one person gets sick, that has the
potential of making us all sick. And when we
help to make everybody well—one person well,
then everybody has the potential to get well.
We can’t be divided by communities.

And that means that Government at every
level has to make sure that good information is
getting out to every part of the broader Ameri-
can community. And that’s part of the reason
why we wanted to do this today. It’s our first
step in making sure that whenever we have a
public health issue that has to be addressed,
that everybody is on the same page.

So I want to ensure everybody that we’re see-
ing that the virus may not have been as virulent
as we at first feared, but we’re not out of the
woods yet, and we still have to take precautions.
Many of you are community leaders; obviously,
those who are viewing this on television are go-
ing to be able to give information to your
friends and family about washing your hands,
about covering your mouths, staying home if
you’re sick, keeping children home from school
if they’re sick. That kind of commonsense ap-
proach can make all the difference in the world.

And so I just want to thank the Center for
Disease Control. They’ve been vigilant on this
issue. They believe that we’re going to have to

keep on taking some precautions, and we may
have to prepare for even worse flu season some-
time in the fall. This H1N1 flu, obviously, has
hit Mexico much more badly than it’s hit us so
far. And I’ve been working very closely—I
spoke to President Calderon last weekend to
ensure that we were providing Mexico with the
assistance that it needed, because one of the
things that we have to understand is public
health issues like this—not only is it important
for all communities within the United States to
be working together, it’s also important to be
working internationally together.

So I’m very proud of this first White House
town hall meeting conducted entirely in Span-
ish. I am grateful—except for my part. [Laugh-
ter] You know, I’m kind of messing up the
whole thing. [Laughter] I’m grateful for Univi-
sion for hosting us, and I’m happy to see that
we’ve got officials from many different depart-
ments, including my Secretary of Labor, Hilda
Solis.

So I want to let you continue with your con-
versation. I hope you’ve learned something.
Please ask questions—these folks are extraordi-
narily well informed—and then distribute the
information that you’ve learned from this town
hall throughout your communities. And this is
just the first of many, I hope, mechanisms for
outreach that will improve the quality of service
that the White House provides to the American
people.

So muchas gracias. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:24 p.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.
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The President’s Weekly Address
May 9, 2009

Good morning. I want to briefly share some
news about our economy and talk about the
work that we’re doing both to protect Ameri-
can consumers and to put our economy back
on a path to growth and prosperity.

This week, we saw some signs that the gears
of America’s economic engine are slowly be-
ginning to turn. Consumer spending and
home sales are stabilizing. Unemployment
claims are dropping and job losses are begin-
ning to slow. But these trends are far from sat-
isfactory. The unemployment rate is at its
highest point in 25 years. We’re still in the
midst of a deep recession that was years in the
making, and it will take time to fully turn this
economy around.

We cannot rest until our work is done, not
when Americans continue to lose their jobs
and struggle to pay their bills, not when we are
wrestling with record deficits and an overbur-
dened middle class. And that’s why every ac-
tion that my administration is taking is focused
on clearing away the wreckage of this reces-
sion and building a new foundation for job cre-
ation and long-term growth.

This past week, we acted on several fronts.
To restart the flow of credit that businesses
and individuals depend upon, we completed
an unprecedented review of the conditions of
our Nation’s largest banks to determine what
additional steps are necessary to get our econ-
omy moving. To restore fiscal discipline, we
identified 121 programs to eliminate from our
budget. And to restore a sense of fairness to
our Tax Code and common sense to our econ-
omy, I have asked Congress to work with me
in closing the loopholes that let companies
ship jobs and stash profits overseas, reforms
that will help save $210 billion over the next 10
years.

These important steps are just one part of a
broad effort to get government, businesses,
and banks to act more responsibly, so that
we’re creating good jobs and making sound in-
vestments instead of spending recklessly and
padding false profits, because American insti-
tutions must act with the same sense of re-

sponsibility and fairness that the American
people aspire to in their own lives.

Nowhere is this more apparent than in our
credit card industry. Americans know that they
have a responsibility to live within their means
and pay what they owe. But they also have a
right not to get ripped off by the sudden rate
hikes, unfair penalties, and hidden fees that
have become all too common in our credit
card industry. You shouldn’t have to fear that
any new credit card is going to come with
strings attached, nor should you need a magni-
fying glass and a reference book to read a
credit card application. And the abuses in our
credit card industry have only multiplied in
the midst of this recession, when Americans
can least afford to bear an extra burden.

It is past time for rules that are fair and
transparent. And that’s why I’ve called for a set
of new principles to reform our credit card in-
dustry. Instead of an anything-goes approach,
we need strong and reliable protections for
consumers. Instead of fine print that hides the
truth, we need credit card forms and state-
ments that have plain language in plain sight,
and we need to give people the tools they need
to find a credit card that meets their needs.
And instead of abuse that goes unpunished, we
need to strengthen monitoring, enforcement,
and penalties for credit card companies that
take advantage of ordinary Americans.

The House has taken important steps to-
wards putting these principles into law, and
the Senate is poised to do the same next week.
Now, I’m calling on Congress to take final ac-
tion to pass a credit card reform bill that pro-
tects American consumers so that I can sign it
into law by Memorial Day. There’s no time for
delay. We need a durable and successful flow
of credit in our economy, but we can’t tolerate
profits that depend on misleading working
families. Those days are over.

Now, this economic crisis has reminded us
that we are all in this together. We can’t
prosper by putting off hard choices or by
protecting the profits of the few at the expense
of the middle class. We’re making steady
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progress towards recovery, but we must ensure
that the legacy of this recession is an American
economy that rewards work and innovation,
that’s guided by fairness and responsibility, and
that grows steadily into the future.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12 p.m. on May 8 in the Secretary of
War Room at the White House for broadcast on
May 9. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 8 but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on May 9.

Remarks at the White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner
May 9, 2009

Thank you. Thank you, everybody. Good eve-
ning. You know, I had an entire speech pre-
pared for this wonderful occasion, but now that
I’m here, I think I’m going to try something a
little different. Tonight I want to speak from the
heart; I’m going to speak off the cuff.

[At this point, two teleprompters appeared, fol-
lowed by laughter and applause.]

Good evening. [Laughter] Pause for laugh-
ter. [Laughter] Wait a minute. This may not be
working as well as I—[laughter]. Let me try that
again. 

Good evening, everybody. I would like to
welcome you all to the 10-day anniversary of my
first 100 days. [Laughter] I am Barack Obama.
Most of you covered me; all of you voted for
me. [Laughter] Apologies to the FOX table.
[Laughter] They’re—where are they? I have to
confess, I really did not want to be here tonight,
but I knew I had to come—just one more prob-
lem that I’ve inherited from George W. Bush.
[Laughter] 

But now that I’m here, it’s great to be here.
It’s great to see all of you. Michelle Obama is
here, First Lady of the United States. Hasn’t
she been an outstanding First Lady? She’s even
begun to bridge the differences that have divid-
ed us for so long, because no matter which par-
ty you belong to, we can all agree that Michelle
has the right to bear arms. [Laughter]

Now, Sasha and Malia aren’t here tonight be-
cause they’re grounded. You can’t just take Air
Force One on a joy ride to Manhattan. [Laugh-
ter] I don’t care whose kids you are. [Laughter]
We’ve been setting some ground rules here.
They’re starting to get a little carried away. 

And—now, speaking—when I think about
children, obviously, I think about Michelle, and

it reminds me that tomorrow is Mother’s Day.
Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers in the
audience. I do have to say, though, that this is a
tough holiday for Rahm Emanuel because he’s
not used to saying the word “day” after “moth-
er.” [Laughter] That’s true. [Laughter]

David Axelrod is here. You know, David and
I have been together for a long time. I can still
remember—I got to sort of—I tear up a little
bit when I think back to that day that I called Ax
so many years ago and said, “You and I can do
wonderful things together.” And he said to me
the same thing that partners all across America
are saying to one another right now: “Let’s go to
Iowa and make it official.” [Laughter]

Michael Steele is in the house tonight, or as
he would say, “in the heezy.” [Laughter] What’s
up? [Laughter] Where is Michael? Is he—Mi-
chael, for the last time, the Republican Party
does not qualify for a bailout. [Laughter] Rush
Limbaugh does not count as a troubled asset,
I’m sorry. [Laughter]

Dick Cheney was supposed to be here, but
he is very busy working on his memoirs, tenta-
tively titled, “How to Shoot Friends and Inter-
rogate People.” [Laughter]

You know, it’s been a whirlwind of activity
these first 100 days. We’ve enacted a major eco-
nomic recovery package; we passed a budget;
we forged a new path in Iraq; and no President
in history has ever named three Commerce
Secretaries this quickly. [Laughter] Which re-
minds me, if Judd Gregg is here, your business
cards are ready now. [Laughter]

On top of that, I’ve also reversed the ban on
stem cell research, signed an expansion of the
children’s health insurance. And just last week,
Car and Driver named me auto executive of the
year. [Laughter] Something I’m very proud of.
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We’ve also begun to change the culture in
Washington. We’ve even made the White
House a place where people can learn and can
grow. Just recently, Larry Summers asked if he
could chair the White House Council on
Women and Girls. [Laughter] And I do appre-
ciate that Larry is here tonight because it is 7
hours past his bedtime. [Laughter] Gibbs liked
that one. [Laughter] 

In the last 100 days, we’ve also grown the
Democratic Party by infusing it with new en-
ergy and bringing in fresh, young faces like Ar-
len Specter. [Laughter] Now, Joe Biden right-
ly deserves a lot of credit for convincing Arlen
to make the switch, but Secretary Clinton ac-
tually had a lot to do with it too. One day she
just pulled him aside, and she said, “Arlen, you
know what I always say: ‘If you can’t beat
them, join them.’ ” [Laughter]

Which brings me to another thing that’s
changed in this new, warmer, fuzzier White
House, and that’s my relationship with Hillary.
You know, we had been rivals during the cam-
paign, but these days we could not be closer.
In fact, the second she got back from Mexico
she pulled me into a hug and gave me a big
kiss. [Laughter] Told me I’d better get down
there myself—[laughter]—which I really ap-
preciated. I mean, it was nice. [Laughter] 

And of course, we’ve also begun to change
America’s image in the world. We talked about
this during this campaign, and we’re starting to
execute. We’ve renewed alliances with impor-
tant partners and friends. 

[A photo was shown.]

If you look on the screen there, there I am
with Japanese Prime Minister Taro Aso. 

[A second photo was shown.]

There I am with Gordon Brown.
But as I said during the campaign, we can’t

just talk to our friends. As hard as it is, we also
have to talk to our enemies, and I’ve begun to
do exactly that. 

[A third photo was shown of President Obama
talking to a pirate.]

Take a look at the monitor there. [Laugh-
ter]

Now, let me be clear: Just because he hand-
ed me a copy of “Peter Pan” does not mean
that I’m going to read it—[laughter]—but it’s
good diplomatic practice to just accept these
gifts.

All this change hasn’t been easy. Change
never is. So I’ve cut the tension by bringing a
new friend to the White House. He’s warm;
he’s cuddly, loyal, enthusiastic. You just have
to keep him on a tight leash. Every once in a
while he goes charging off in the wrong direc-
tion and gets himself into trouble, but enough
about Joe Biden. [Laughter]

All in all, we’re proud of the change we’ve
brought to Washington in these first 100 days,
but we’ve got a lot of work left to do, as all of
you know. So I’d like to talk a little bit about
what my administration plans to achieve in the
next 100 days.

During the second 100 days, we will design,
build, and open a library dedicated to my first
100 days. [Laughter] It’s going to be big, folks.
[Laughter] In the next 100 days, I will learn to
go off the prompter and Joe Biden will learn to
stay on the prompter. [Laughter] 

In the next 100 days, our bipartisan out-
reach will be so successful that even John
Boehner will consider becoming a Democrat.
After all, we have a lot in common. He is a per-
son of color—[laughter]—although not a color
that appears in the natural world. [Laughter]
What’s up, John? [Laughter]

In the next 100 days, I will meet with a lead-
er who rules over millions with an iron fist,
who owns the airwaves, and uses his power to
crush all who would challenge his authority at
the ballot box. It’s good to see you, Mayor
Bloomberg. [Laughter] 

In the next 100 days, we will housetrain our
dog, Bo, because the last thing Tim Geithner
needs is someone else treating him like a fire
hydrant. [Laughter] In the next 100 days, I will
strongly consider losing my cool. [Laughter]

Finally, I believe that my next 100 days will
be so successful I will be able to complete
them in 72 days. [Laughter] And on the 73d
day, I will rest. [Laughter] 
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I just—I want to end by saying a few words
about the men and women in this room whose
job it is to inform the public and pursue the
truth. You know, we meet tonight at a moment
of extraordinary challenge for this Nation and
for the world, but it’s also a time of real hard-
ship for the field of journalism. And like so
many other businesses in this global age, you’ve
seen sweeping changes and technology and
communications that lead to a sense of uncer-
tainty and anxiety about what the future will
hold. 

Across the country, there are extraordinary,
hard-working journalists who have lost their
jobs in recent days, recent weeks, recent
months. And I know that each newspaper and
media outlet is wrestling with how to respond to
these changes, and some are struggling simply
to stay open. And it won’t be easy. Not every
ending will be a happy one. 

But it’s also true that your ultimate success as
an industry is essential to the success of our de-
mocracy. It’s what makes this thing work. You
know, Thomas Jefferson once said that if he had
the choice between a government without
newspapers, or newspapers without a govern-
ment, he would not hesitate to choose the lat-
ter.

And clearly, Thomas Jefferson never had ca-
ble news to contend with—[laughter]—but his
central point remains: A government without
newspapers, a government without a tough and
vibrant media of all sorts, is not an option for
the United States of America.

So I may not agree with everything you write
or report. I may even complain, or more likely
Gibbs will complain, from time to time about
how you do your jobs, but I do so with the
knowledge that when you are at your best, then
you help me be at my best. You help all of us
who serve at the pleasure of the American peo-
ple do our jobs better by holding us account-
able, by demanding honesty, by preventing us
from taking shortcuts and falling into easy polit-
ical games that people are so desperately weary
of. 

And that kind of reporting is worth preserv-
ing, not just for your sake, but for the public’s.
We count on you to help us make sense of a
complex world and tell the stories of our lives
the way they happen, and we look for you for
truth, even if it’s always an approximation, even
if—[laughter].

This is a season of renewal and reinvention.
That is what government must learn to do;
that’s what businesses must learn to do; and
that’s what journalism is in the process of doing.
And when I look out at this room and think
about the dedicated men and women whose
questions I’ve answered over the last few years,
I know that for all the challenges this industry
faces, it’s not short on talent or creativity or pas-
sion or commitment. It’s not short of young
people who are eager to break news or the not-
so-young who still manage to ask the tough ones
time and time again. These qualities alone will
not solve all your problems, but they certainly
prove that the problems are worth solving. And
that is a good place as any to begin.

So I offer you my thanks, I offer you my sup-
port, and I look forward to working with you
and answering to you and the American people
as we seek a more perfect union in the months
and years ahead.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:56 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to White House Chief of Staff Rahm I.
Emanuel; Senior Adviser to the President Da-
vid Axelrod; Michael S. Steele, chairman, Re-
publican National Committee; radio show host
Rush Limbaugh; former Vice President Richard
B. Cheney; Lawrence H. Summers, Director,
National Economic Council; White House
Press Secretary Robert L. Gibbs; Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton; Prime Minister
Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom; Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg of New York City; and
Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner.
The transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 10.
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Hello, everyone. All right, well, I just con-
cluded a extraordinarily productive meeting
with organizations and associations that are go-
ing to be essential to the work of health care
reform in this country, groups that represent
everyone from union members to insurance
companies, from doctors and hospitals to
pharmaceutical companies. It was a meeting
that focused largely on one of the central chal-
lenges that we must confront as we seek to
achieve comprehensive reform and lay a new
foundation for our economy, and that is the
spiraling cost of health care in this country.

They’re here because they recognize one
clear, indisputable fact: When it comes to
health care spending, we are on an unsustain-
able course that threatens the financial stabili-
ty of families, businesses, and government it-
self. This is not news to the American people,
who, over the last decade, have seen their out-
of-pocket expenses soar, health care costs rise,
and premiums double at a rate four times fast-
er than their wages.

Today, half of all personal bankruptcies
stem from medical expenses. And too many
Americans are skipping that checkup they
know they should get, or going without that
prescription that would make them feel better,
or finding some other way to scrimp and save
on their health care expenses.

What is a growing crisis for the American
people is also becoming an untenable burden
for American businesses. Rising health care
costs are commanding more and more of the
money that our companies could be using to
innovate and to grow, making it harder for
them to compete around the world. These
costs are leading the small businesses that are
responsible for half of all private sector jobs to
drop coverage for their workers at an alarming
rate.

And, finally, the explosion in health care
costs has put our Federal budget on a disas-
trous path. This is largely due to what we’re
spending on Medicare and Medicaid, entitle-
ment programs whose costs are expected to
continue climbing in the years ahead as baby

boomers grow older and come to rely more
and more on our health care system. That’s
why I’ve said repeatedly that getting health
care costs under control is essential to reduc-
ing budget deficits, restoring fiscal discipline,
and putting our economy on a path towards
sustainable growth and shared prosperity.

We as a nation are now spending a far larger
share of our national wealth on health care
than we were a generation ago. At the rate
we’re going, we are expected to spend one
fifth of our economy on health care within a
decade. And yet, we’re getting less for our
money. In fact, we’re spending more on health
care than any other nation on Earth, even
though millions of Americans don’t have the
affordable, quality care they deserve, and
nearly 46 million Americans don’t have any
health insurance at all.

This problem didn’t just appear overnight.
For decades, Washington has debated what to
do about this. For decades, we’ve talked about
reducing costs, improving care, and providing
coverage to uninsured Americans. But all too
often, efforts at reform have fallen victim to
special interest lobbying aimed at keeping
things the way they are, to political point-scor-
ing that sees health care not as a moral issue or
an economic issue but as a wedge issue, and to
a failure on all sides to come together on be-
half of the American people.

And that’s what makes today’s meeting so
remarkable, because it’s a meeting that might
not have been held just a few years ago. The
groups who are here today represent different
constituencies with different sets of interests.
They’ve not always seen eye to eye with each
other or with our Government on what needs
to be done to reform health care in this coun-
try. In fact, some of these groups were among
the strongest critics of past plans for compre-
hensive reform.

But what’s brought us all together today is a
recognition that we can’t continue down the
same dangerous road we’ve been traveling for
so many years, that costs are out of control,
and that reform is not a luxury that can be
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postponed, but a necessity that cannot wait. It’s
a recognition that the fictional television cou-
ple, Harry and Louise, who became the iconic
faces of those who opposed health care reform
in the nineties desperately need health care re-
form in 2009. And so does America.

And that’s why these groups are voluntarily
coming together to make an unprecedented
commitment. Over the next 10 years, from 2010
to 2019, they are pledging to cut the rate of
growth of national health care spending by 1.5
percentage points each year, an amount that’s
equal to over $2 trillion—$2 trillion.

Their efforts will help us take the next and
most important step, comprehensive health
care reform, so that we can do what I pledged
to do as a candidate and save a typical family an
average of $2,500 on their health care costs in
the coming years. Let me repeat that point:
What they’re doing is complementary to and is
going to be completely compatible with a
strong, aggressive effort to move health care re-
form through here in Washington with an ulti-
mate result of saving health care costs for fami-
lies, businesses, and the Government. That’s
how we can finally make health care affordable,
while putting more money into the pockets of
hard-working families each month. These sav-
ings can be achieved by standardizing quality
care, incentivizing efficiency, investing in prov-
en ways not only to treat illness but to prevent
them.

This is a historic day, a watershed event in
the long and elusive quest for health care re-
form. And as these groups take the steps they
are outlining, and as we work with Congress on
health care reform legislation, my administra-
tion will continue working to reduce health care
costs to achieve similar savings. By curbing
waste, fraud, and abuse and preventing avoid-
able hospital readmissions and taking a whole
host of other cost-saving steps, we can save bil-
lions of dollars, while delivering better care to
the American people.

Now, none of these steps can be taken by our
Federal Government or our health care com-
munity acting alone. They’ll require all of us
coming together, as we are today, around a
common purpose: workers, executives, hospi-
tals, nurses, doctors, drug companies, insurance

companies, Members of Congress. It’s the kind
of broad coalition, everybody with a seat at the
table that I talked about during the campaign,
that is required to achieve meaningful health
care reform and that is the kind of coalition
which—to which I am committed.

So the steps that are being announced today
are significant. But the only way these steps will
have an enduring impact is if they are taken not
in isolation, but as part of a broader effort to re-
form our entire health care system. We’ve al-
ready begun making a downpayment on that
kind of comprehensive reform. We’re extending
quality health care to millions of children of
working families who lack coverage, which
means we’re going to be preventing long-term
problems that are even more expensive to treat
down the road. We’re providing a COBRA sub-
sidy to make health care affordable for 7 million
Americans who lose their jobs. And because
much of every health care dollar is spent on bill-
ing, overhead, and administration, we are com-
puterizing medical records in a way that will
protect our privacy, and that’s a step that will
not only eliminate waste and reduce medical er-
rors that cost lives, but also let doctors spend
less time doing administrative work and more
time caring for patients.

But there’s so much more to do. In the com-
ing weeks and months, Congress will be en-
gaged in the difficult issue of how best to re-
form health care in America. I’m committed to
building a transparent process where all views
are welcome. But I’m also committed to ensur-
ing that whatever plan we design upholds three
basic principles. First, the rising cost of health
care must be brought down. Second, Americans
must have the freedom to keep whatever doctor
and health care plan they have or to choose a
new doctor or health care plan if they want it.
And third, all Americans must have quality, af-
fordable health care.

These are principles that I expect to see up-
held in any comprehensive health care reform
bill that’s sent to my desk; I mentioned it to the
groups that were here today. It’s reform that is
an imperative for America’s economic future,
and reform that is a pillar of the new foundation
we seek to build for our economy, reform that
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we can, must, and will achieve by the end of
this year.

Now, ultimately, the debate about reducing
costs—and the larger debate about health care
reform itself—is not just about numbers; it’s
not just about forms or systems; it’s about our
own lives and the lives of our loved ones. And I
understand that. As I’ve mentioned before
during the course of the campaign, my mother
passed away from ovarian cancer a little over a
decade ago. And in the last weeks of her life,
when she was coming to grips with her own
mortality and showing extraordinary courage
just to get through each day, she was spending
too much time worrying about whether her
health insurance would cover her bills. So I
know what it’s like to see a loved one who is
suffering, but also having to deal with a broken
health care system. I know that pain is shared

by millions of Americans all across this coun-
try.

And that’s why I was committed to health
care reform as a Presidential candidate, that’s
why health care reform is a key priority to this
Presidency, that’s why I will not rest until the
dream of health care reform is finally achieved
in the United States of America. And that’s
why I’m thrilled to have such a broad, diverse
group of individuals from all across the health
care spectrum representing every constituency
and every political predisposition who feel that
same sense of urgency and are committing
themselves to work diligently to bring down
costs so we can achieve the reforms that we
seek.

So thank you very much to all of you for be-
ing here. Thank you very much everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks Honoring the 2009 NCAA Men’s Basketball Champion University
of North Carolina Tar Heels
May 11, 2009

The President. Hello. Well, thank you, ev-
erybody. Please have a seat. We’re not in the
Dean Dome here, you don’t need to stay
standing the whole time. [Laughter] I want to,
first of all, just acknowledge that we’ve got a
few special guests in the audience. We’ve got
the outstanding new Senator from North Car-
olina, Kay Hagan. We’ve got some outstanding
Members of the House of Representatives,
G.K. Butterfield—[applause]—G.K. Brad
Miller; Mike McIntyre—[applause]—with his
Tar Heels cap on. And we’ve also got Mr. Roy
Cooper, North Carolina attorney general, and
a Tar Heel alum. Where is Roy? He’s over
there? As well as Kevin Foy, the mayor of
Chapel Hill. There he is, right over there. 

Well, welcome to the White House, every-
body, and congratulations on bringing Caroli-
na its fifth national championship. And more
importantly, thanks for salvaging my bracket—
[laughter]—and vindicating me before the en-
tire Nation. That first round was rough on me.
[Laughter] But Andy Katz knows that I came
through in the end because of you guys. And I

want to congratulate everybody who makes
this program run, from the assistants to the
trainers, the students to the ticket takers, and
Tar Heel fans everywhere—you should all be
very proud. And by the way, I have a few Tar
Heel fans on my staff. I see a couple of them
standing right here.

I want to offer special congratulations to the
seven seniors who graduated yesterday: Mike
Copeland, Bobby Frasor, Danny Green, Tyler
Hansbrough, Patrick Moody, J.B. Tanner, and
Jack Wooten. I am proud of all of you. Give
them a big round of applause. 

I have to tell you, everybody on my staff was
really excited about the team coming, except
my assistant, Reggie Love. [Laughter] Reggie
did win his own national championship ring
while playing at Duke. And at some point he
wants to scrimmage with you guys, so we’ll ar-
range for that.

But I want to thank Coach Roy Williams,
and his wife Wanda, who is extraordinarily gra-
cious, and I just had a wonderful time visiting
with them. What makes Coach Williams one
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of the great coaches isn’t just his extraordinary
record, but his dedication to his players. He’s
just as serious about making these guys into
men and into leaders as he is into making them
champions.

Now, I did have a chance to play ball with
this crew just over a year ago when I visited
Chapel Hill. And I’m not sure whose luck
rubbed off on who. I think there was just a good
vibe going on there, because they’re now na-
tional champions, and I’m now President. And I
remember congratulating Tyler on choosing to
forego the NBA draft and coming back to get
that ring. And after winning the 2008 National
Player of the Year and getting a championship
ring, I think it worked out pretty well for him.
So congratulations to you again, Tyler. Thank
you. We’re proud of you.

Now, when we played, everybody went out of
their way to pass me the ball, set screens for me,
let me take a shot. Tyler chose not to block my
shot—of course, I was so intimidated by him
being near me that I missed it. [Laughter]
There was one exception, though: Jack Wooten.
He stole the ball from me; he blocked my shot;
he fouled me once. Coach Williams had to re-
mind him that there were a bunch of guys with
guns around. [Laughter] 

But just to show that there are no hard feel-
ings, Jack, I want to congratulate you. He made
Phi Beta Kappa this year, that’s worth applaud-
ing. To achieve academic excellence as part of a
national championship team is extraordinary.
And I know that Jack is interested in public ser-
vice, and we need more young people like him
to be willing to serve our country. So, Jack, any-
time you’re ready. [Laughter] Come on board.

I know Coach Williams instills the impor-
tance of academics into all these guys, which is
why they didn’t just plow through the tourna-
ment field; they also had the highest graduation
rate of anybody in the Final Four. And what
they understood is that being a champion
doesn’t stop when you step off the court. In
fact, they spend a remarkable amount of their
time off the court in service to others. 

They hold a Special Olympics clinic every
year in which they scrimmage with Special
Olympians and teach them basketball skills.
Coach Williams has raised hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars for North Carolina charities.
Every Christmas these guys compete with one
another to see who can get the most creative
Christmas gifts for underprivileged children
who need a little bit of hope. All of this makes
the Chapel Hill community stronger, it makes
the State of North Carolina stronger, it makes
our country stronger, and I know this team gets
a lot of—a lot out of it as well.

So it’s all a reflection on the great character
of the program, but also the great character of
the coach, just one of my favorite people and
one of the most gracious individuals you’d ever
care to meet. I want to congratulate you, Coach
Williams. I want to congratulate all you guys for
an outstanding season. And I got to say also,
brother Lawson, you had an unbelievable se-
ries, so congratulations—playing a little gimpy
and still just tearing it up. [Laughter] So we’re
very proud of you.

So thank you, everybody. Give these guys a
big round of applause. And good luck next sea-
son. 

Head Coach Roy Williams. I coached the na-
tional championship game in front of I think 79
thousand—I think—two hundred twenty-two
people, and I was not nervous at all. And I’m
scared to death right now. [Laughter] But on
behalf of Chancellor Holden Thorp, our direc-
tor of athletics, Dick Baddour, and the 2009 na-
tional championship North Carolina basketball
team, we would like to present to you, Mr. Pres-
ident, your own jersey——

The President. That’s what I’m talking about.
Let’s step out here—we don’t want to block it
from the cameras. All right, thank you so much.
Thank you.

Mr. Williams. And our seniors will also pres-
ent a plaque that shows that Mr. President——

The President. Commemorates.
Mr. Williams. ——did actually participate

that morning.
The President. Participates—that’s a nice way

of putting it. [Laughter] Oh, look at that.
Mr. Williams. These are our five senior

scholarship players that make this presentation
to Mr. President. 

The President. Well, thank you so much,
guys. I appreciate that. Look at that. Barely
broke a sweat. [Laughter] That’s a beautiful
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picture. Thank you so much, guys. Thank you.
Now, if somebody could just present me a
jump shot. [Laughter] I need one of those. 

Thank you, Coach. Thank you, everybody.
Have a wonderful rest of your visit here at the
White House. Appreciate it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. on
the South Portico at the White House. In his

remarks, he referred to Sen. Kay R. Hagan;
Andy Katz, senior writer, ESPN.com; and
Mike Copeland, forward, Bobby Frasor,
guard, Danny Green, forward/guard, Tyler
Hansbrough, forward, Patrick Moody, for-
ward, J.B. Tanner, guard, Jack Wooten, guard,
and Ty Lawson, guard, University of North
Carolina men’s basketball team.

Statement on the Shootings at Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq
May 11, 2009

I was shocked and deeply saddened to hear
the news from Camp Victory this morning,
and my heart goes out to the families and
friends of all the servicemembers involved in
this horrible tragedy. I will press to ensure that
we fully understand what led to this tragedy,

and that we are doing everything we can to en-
sure that our men and women in uniform are
protected as they serve our country so capably
and courageously in harm’s way. To begin this
process, I met with Secretary Gates this after-
noon to get a briefing on the situation.

Remarks Following a Discussion on Employer Health Care Costs
May 12, 2009

Hello, everybody. We just had a wonderful
conversation that is a corollary to the discus-
sion that I had yesterday, and you may be see-
ing a theme. This was—we’re doing some stuff
on health care because I think the country is
geared up, businesses are geared up, families
are geared up, to go ahead and start solving
some of our extraordinary health care system
problems.

Yesterday we focused a lot on cost. One ele-
ment of cost is that where companies are able
to take initiatives to make their employees
healthier, to give them incentives and mecha-
nisms to improve their wellness and to prevent
disease, companies see their bottom lines im-
prove. And so what we’ve done is to gather to-
gether a group, today, of some of the best
practitioners of prevention and wellness pro-
grams in the private sector.

You have companies like Safeway that have
been able to hold their costs flat for their em-
ployees at a time when other companies are
seeing double-digit inflation in their health
care. You’ve got terrific innovations at compa-
nies like Microsoft, where they actually have
used home visits of doctors to reduce the utili-

zation of emergency room care and are saving
themselves millions of dollars.

We’ve got the hotel employees union that
has been taking data and working individually
with providers as well as their membership,
working with the employer and the employee
as well as the providers, and seeing huge re-
ductions in some of the costs related to chron-
ic illnesses.

Johnson & Johnson’s has been a leader in
this area since 1978. Pitney Bowes has been
taking similar approaches and seeing millions
of dollars in savings to their bottom line. The
Ohio Department of Public Health has been
doing terrific work with respect to their State
employees as well as spreading the message
across the State.

And then REI, which has to be fit since
they’re a fitness company, has been doing
work that allows them to provide health care
coverage—health insurance, not only to their
full-time employees, but also their part-time
employees. Every single employee is covered,
but part of the reason they’re able to do it is
because they put a big emphasis on prevention
and wellness.
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So what you—what we’ve done here today is
to gather together some of these stories and
best practices to make sure that they are going
to be informing the health care reform discus-
sions that take place here in Washington.
There’s no quick fix; there’s no silver bullet.
When you hear what Safeway or Johnson &
Johnson or any of these other companies have
done, what you’ve seen is sustained experimen-
tation over many years and a shift in incentive
structures so that employees see concrete bene-
fits as a consequence of them stopping smoking
or losing weight or getting exercise, working
with providers so that the provider incentives
are aligned with the employee incentives as
well, and changing the culture of the company.

Now, if we can do that in individual compa-
nies, there’s no reason why we can’t do that for
a country as a whole. Part of what we want to do
here, starting here today, is to lift up these best
practices so other companies can identify and
potentially implement them; but also to make
sure that when we think about how we’re going
to reform the health care system as a whole,

when we think about things like Medicare and
Medicaid reimbursements, when we think
about how we can make the system more effi-
cient, that we’re not just doing this in the ab-
stract, but we’re actually taking proven mea-
sures that have been applied in the private sec-
tor and seeing how we can apply those, for ex-
ample, to Federal employees and our employee
health care system. All this designed to save tax-
payers money, save businesses money, and, ulti-
mately, make the American people healthier
and happier and make sure that we’re getting a
better bang for our health care dollar.

So it’s been a terrific conversation. This will
be a part of the ongoing process that we’re de-
veloping over the next several months, and I ap-
preciate all of you for participating in a wonder-
ful conversation.

All right. Thank you, guys. Thank you, every-
body.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring the National Association of Police
Organizations TOP COPS
May 12, 2009

Well, thank you, Joe, for the wonderful intro-
duction. Welcome, all of you, to the White
House, and joining us on this beautiful spring
day. It is an extraordinary privilege to celebrate
these top cops, who have traveled here to be
recognized for incredible acts of courage and
quick thinking, which prevented harm and
saved lives.

Before I speak more about these outstanding
officers, there’re just a few wonderful Members
of Congress that I want to introduce. Represen-
tative John Conyers, one of the deans of the
House of Representatives; Representative
Emanuel Cleaver from Kansas City; and Repre-
sentative Lucille Roybal-Allard, great to see
you. Thank you so much. Please give them a big
round of applause.

Now, I don’t know if you guys are aware that
we have a nickname for Joe Biden around here
in the White House. Joe’s been overseeing the

way funds are being used under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act to ensure tax
dollars are going towards the intended purposes
of creating jobs and aren’t being wasted. So
we’ve taken to calling him “the sheriff,” because
nobody messes with Joe.

And I want you to know that he is making
sure that money is getting on the ground help-
ing local communities, including making sure
that money is going to allow local communities
to hire more police officers and make sure that
they’ve got the equipment and the training they
need to succeed.

I also want to thank Attorney General Eric
Holder for being here and for his leadership at
the Department of Justice, which oversees
much of the funding in the recovery plan and
the budget that will be providing local law en-
forcement the resources they need.
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And finally, I want to give a particular wel-
come to the leaders of the National Associa-
tion of Police Organizations, including their
outstanding president, Tom Nee. Thank you
so much for being here.

This is an event that we are glad, as Joe
mentioned, to bring back to the White House,
after a period of absence, in honor of these
fine officers and the folks across the country
they represent: the men and women who walk
the beat, who answer the call, and do the diffi-
cult work of keeping our neighborhoods safe.
And it’s no surprise that many police officers,
including many of you, have served in our mil-
itary or are still serving as members of the Re-
serve.

Of course, it’s not a difficult thing for a
President, or a Vice President, or anyone one
of us to praise you. You deserve it. You’ve res-
cued hostages held at gunpoint. You’ve ended
violent standoffs. You’ve taken on gunmen in
the face of grave danger, refusing to give up or
back down even after suffering serious inju-
ries. You’ve reacted quickly in crisis to protect
the innocent. You’ve reacted with compassion
for those that were in need. And you’ve literal-
ly walked through the fire to help your neigh-
bors escape disaster.

Now, that’s what police officers do. You
step into harm’s way to form—officer by offi-
cer, block by block, neighborhood by neigh-
borhood—the line between safety and vio-
lence, calm and chaos, hope and despair. And
for that it’s not difficult to offer our praise.
But, you deserve more than just praise, for it’s
far more important that we actually support
you; that we match these words, which come
so easily, with the work that can and must fol-
low.

Right now, for example, at this moment of
economic challenge, one of the greatest con-
cerns is that we’ll see State and local govern-
ments forced to lay off police officers, even
though we know that crime has a tendency to
go up when the economy is in dire straits.
We’ve seen that in my own hometown of Chi-
cago and in many other cities.

So we can’t back down, because the job of
every American depends on the job you do
and the resources that enable you to do that

job well. Police officers know better than any-
one: A neighborhood that isn’t safe is a neigh-
borhood that isn’t growing, that won’t see old
businesses hiring new workers or new busi-
nesses opening their doors. You know how
devastating crime can be, how it can shatter
lives and undermine whole communities.

And that’s why the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act includes $1 billion to save
or create about 5,500 jobs through the COPS
program. And there’s another $2 billion in
grants which will help keep police officers on
the beat and on the job. In fact, in March, I
went to Columbus, Ohio, to speak at their po-
lice academy’s graduation ceremony, and
these new officers are now protecting the
streets of Columbus because of those grants.
And there are similar stories being told in pre-
cincts all over America.

The budget we’ve passed builds on the re-
covery plan, providing additional funding for
the COPS program as well as for Justice Assis-
tance Grants, also known as the Byrne-JAG
program. Taken together, we’re making a sig-
nificant downpayment towards my administra-
tion’s goal of adding 50,000 police officers
across this country. And that’s only part of
what we’re doing to provide law enforcement
with the tools and resources necessary to keep
people safe.

As you know, this is a difficult moment for
our Nation. But at a time when we face eco-
nomic crisis born partially from irresponsibility
on Wall Street and in Washington, I’m heart-
ened by the folks who are standing behind me
today who’ve demonstrated, with acts of self-
lessness and bravery, what it means to be re-
sponsible; what it means to be a problem-solv-
er, a mediator, an investigator, and protector
all wrapped into one; what it means to wave
goodbye to your families and start another
shift unsure of how it will end; and what it
means to put your life on the line for a partner
or a stranger in order—in other words, what it
means to serve.

So I want to thank all of you for this extraor-
dinary service. I am honored to welcome you
to the White House. I’m proud to offer my
congratulations, my appreciation, and most
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importantly, my administration’s unwavering
support.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you, all, for joining us
here today. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:38 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Vice President Joe Biden,
who introduced the President. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-
so included the remarks of Vice President
Biden.

Letter to Health Care Stakeholders
May 12, 2009

Dear __________:

It was a pleasure to meet with all of you yes-
terday. As I said yesterday, health care reform
will require all of us working together—from
drug and insurance companies to labor unions
and business executives, from doctors to hospi-
tals and Members of Congress. I appreciate the
commitment you have made to health care re-
form by pledging to do your part to reduce our
Nation’s annual health care spending growth
rate by 1.5 percentage points. Coupled with
comprehensive health care reform, your efforts
could save the Nation more than $2 trillion over
the next ten years and save hardworking fami-
lies $2,500 in health care costs in the coming
years.

Getting spiraling health care costs under
control is essential to providing all Americans
with affordable, quality care, making our busi-
nesses more competitive, and closing our bud-
get deficits—so I will hold you to your pledge to

get this done. As we discussed in our meeting
yesterday, I would like you to update my Ad-
ministration by early June on the progress you
have made toward fulfilling this important com-
mitment.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Stephen J.
Ubl, president and chief executive officer, Ad-
vanced Medical Technology Association; J.
James Rohack, president-elect, American Med-
ical Association; Karen Ignagni, president and
chief executive officer, America’s Health Insur-
ance Plans; Rich Umbdenstock, president and
chief executive officer, American Hospital As-
sociation; Billy Tauzin, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America; and Dennis Rivera,
chair, SEIU Healthcare, Service Employees In-
ternational Union.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Request
May 12, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker:

Last month, I asked the Congress to consider
changes to the level of borrowing authority for
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). To-
day, I formally transmit this request in the ac-
companying supplemental budget request. I
urge that the Congress expand the resources
available to the IMF through its New Arrange-
ments to Borrow (NAB) and approve a set of
other proposals to strengthen the IMF, includ-

ing an increase of about $8 billion in the U.S.
quota subscription to the IMF.

The NAB is one mechanism that the IMF
utilizes to boost its lending ability when its
regular resources are at their limit in the face of
circumstances that threaten the stability of the
international monetary system. This increase in
the NAB by the United States and other
countries would provide the necessary
resources for the IMF to address financial
dangers in markets around the world, especially
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those in developing countries impacted by the
global financial crisis.

To that end, I request that the Congress ap-
prove both the U.S. expansion of NAB up to
$100 billion and the increase in the U.S. quota
subscription.

The size of the NAB is currently $50 billion.
This change, and the U.S. quota increase,
should carry a minimal budget score as it is
equivalent in some respects to credit activity
with very small risk. The request provides that
the costs of these proposed NAB and quota in-
creases will be reflected on a net present value
basis.

This step is crucial for U.S. economic inter-
ests. Many of the developing countries that
would benefit from the NAB expansion are ex-
periencing severe economic decline and a
massive withdrawal of capital. Should the situ-
ation become worse, and should the IMF not

be in a position to stem the crisis, currencies
could collapse. The experience with the Asian
financial crisis shows that such a massive fail-
ure would be a catalyst for steeper drops in
U.S. growth, jobs, and exports.

This proposal, first discussed at the interna-
tional level at the recent G–20 meetings in
London, came after broad consultation with
Congress. The U.S. expansion of $100 billion
in the NAB would be part of an overall inter-
national expansion of $500 billion. We com-
mitted to this expansion, and other countries
are looking to the United States to deliver on
our commitment.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 13.

Remarks at a White House Event Celebrating the Performing Arts
May 12, 2009

Thank you, everybody. Thank you so much.
Please, everybody, be seated. It is a great plea-
sure to welcome all of you to the White House
for an evening of music and poetry and spoken
word from some of our Nation’s most gifted
performers, both distinguished veterans and
up-and-coming young talents.

Now, we’re here tonight not just to enjoy
the works of these artists, but also to highlight
the importance of the arts in our life and in
our Nation, in our Nation’s history. We’re here
to celebrate the power of words and music to
help us appreciate beauty, but also to under-
stand pain, to inspire us to action and to spur
us on when we start to lose hope, to lift us up
out of our daily existence, even if it’s just for a
few moments, and return us with hearts that
are a little bit bigger and fuller than they were
before.

The great jazz musician, Louis Armstrong,
once said simply, “What we play is life.” What
we play is life, and that is what these artists do.
They express the joys and hardships of life and
remind us how much all of us have in com-
mon. It’s a great gift and a great responsibility,
and we’re honored to host them here at the
White House tonight.

I now have the privilege of introducing the
star of the show, somebody who brings a lot of
poetry to my own life, the First Lady, Michelle
Obama.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of the First Lady.
The transcript was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 13.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Democratic Congressional Leadership
May 13, 2009

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Good morn-
ing, everybody. This is a gorgeous day and an

encouraging day, because we just wrapped up,
as the Speaker said, a extremely productive
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meeting with the chairmen of the relevant com-
mittees, as well as the Majority Leader and Vice
President Biden, to discuss one of the key pil-
lars of a new foundation for our economy, and
that is affordable, accessible, high-quality
health care for all Americans.

I want to take a moment before I start talking
about health care just to congratulate Chairman
Waxman and the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee Democrats, who’ve made such extraordi-
nary progress in reaching a deal on comprehen-
sive energy reform and climate legislation. This
is a major step forward in building the kind of
clean energy economy that will reduce Ameri-
ca’s dependence on foreign oil. And I once
again call on Congress to send me legislation
that places a market-based cap on carbon pollu-
tion, which will then drive incent for the kind of
innovation and dynamic, new clean energy
economy that can create jobs and new business-
es all across America.

So this is an example of the extraordinary
productivity that we’re seeing over in the House
right now. On health care, as Speaker Pelosi
just mentioned, the House is working to pass a
comprehensive health care reform bill by July
31st, before they head out for the August re-
cess. And that’s the kind of urgency and deter-
mination that we need to achieve what I believe
will be historic legislation.

As I’ve said before, and as all Americans
know, our health care system is broken. It’s un-
sustainable for families, for businesses. It is un-
sustainable for the Federal Government and
State governments.

We’ve had a lot of discussions in this town
about deficits, and people across the political
spectrum like to throw barbs back and forth
about debt and deficits. The fact of the matter
is, the most significant driver by far of our long-
term debt and our long-term deficits is ever-es-
calating health care costs. And if we don’t re-
form how health care is delivered in this coun-
try, then we are not going to be able to get a
handle on that.

Now, in addition to the implications for the
Federal budget, obviously, we’re also thinking
about the millions of American families out
there who are struggling to pay premiums that
have doubled over the last decade—rising four

times the rate of their wages—and 46 million
Americans who don’t have any health insurance
at all.

Businesses are using money to pay their ris-
ing health care costs that could be going to in-
novation and growth and new hiring. Far too
many small businesses are dropping health care
altogether. In fact, you’ve got small-business
owners who can’t afford health care for them-
selves, much less for their employees. And as
we learned yesterday, pressures on Medicare
are growing, which only underscores the need
for reform.

That’s why we’ve got to get this done. We’ve
got to get it done this year. We’ve got to get it
done this year, both in the House and in the
Senate. And we don’t have any excuses; the
stars are aligned.

Now, the problems in our health care system
didn’t emerge overnight. We’ve debated about
what to do about them for decades, but too of-
ten efforts at comprehensive reform have fallen
apart due to special-interest lobbying and petty
politics and the failure of all sides to come to-
gether. What’s been so encouraging this week is
you’re starting to see a shift in these patterns.

On Monday, I met with representatives of
the insurance and the drug companies, doctors
and hospitals, and labor unions, groups that in-
cluded some of the strongest critics of past
comprehensive reform proposals. We discussed
how they’re pledging to do their part to reduce
our Nation’s health care spending by 1.5 per-
cent per year. Coupled with comprehensive re-
form, this could result in our Nation saving over
$2 trillion over the next 10 years, and that could
save families $2,500 in the coming years, $2,500
per family.

Yesterday I met with CEOs from some of
America’s leading corporations who are finding
innovative ways to cut their own health care
costs by improving the health of their workers
through prevention and wellness programs.

In the coming weeks and months, I believe
that the House and Senate will be engaged in a
difficult issue, and I’m committed to building a
transparent process to get this moving. But
whatever plans emerge, both from the House
and the Senate, I do believe that they’ve got to
uphold three basic principles: first, that the
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rising costs of health care have to be brought
down; second, that Americans have to be able
to choose their own doctor and their own plan;
and third, all Americans have to have quality,
affordable health care.

These are the principles to which I’m com-
mitted. These are the principles to which the
chairmen and the Speaker and the Majority
Leader, my Vice President are committed.
We’re seeing now that traditional opponents
of health care reform are embracing these
ideas. They recognize that the time is now.

And so I am just deeply encouraged. And I
want the message to go out all across America,
we are not going to rest until we’ve delivered
the kind of health care reform that’s going to
bring down costs for families, and improve
quality, affordability, accessibility for all Amer-
icans.

So thank you very much, and enjoy this
wonderful weather.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. on
the South Drive at the White House.

Remarks Prior to Departure for Tempe, Arizona
May 13, 2009

Situation in Sri Lanka

Hello, everybody. Sorry to keep you guys
waiting. Good to see you. I want to take a few
moments at the top to talk about something
that, with all the big issues going on, hasn’t re-
ceived much attention, but I think is worth
talking about briefly.

As some of you know, we have a humanitar-
ian crisis that’s taking place in Sri Lanka, and
I’ve been increasingly saddened by the desper-
ate news in recent days. Tens of thousands of
innocent civilians are trapped between the
warring Government forces and the Tamil Ti-
gers in Sri Lanka with no means of escape, lit-
tle access to food, water, shelter, and medi-
cine. This has led to widespread suffering and
the loss of hundreds if not thousands of lives.

Without urgent action, this humanitarian
crisis could turn into a catastrophe. Now is the
time, I believe, to put aside some of the politi-
cal issues that are involved and to put the lives
of the men and women and children who are
innocently caught in the crossfire—to put
them first.

So I urge the Tamil Tigers to lay down their
arms and let civilians go. Their forced recruit-
ment of civilians and their use of civilians as
human shields is deplorable. These tactics will
only serve to alienate all those who carry them
out.

I’m also calling on the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment to take several steps to alleviate this hu-
manitarian crisis. First, the Government

should stop the indiscriminate shelling that
has taken hundreds of innocent lives, includ-
ing several hospitals. The Government should
live up to its commitment to not use heavy
weapons in the conflict zone.

Second, the Government should give Unit-
ed Nations humanitarian teams access to the
civilians who are trapped between the warring
parties so that they can receive the immediate
assistance necessary to save lives.

Third, the Government should also allow
the United Nations and the International
Committee of the Red Cross access to nearly
190,000 displaced people within Sri Lanka so
that they can receive additional support that
they need.

The United States stands ready to work with
the international community to support the
people of Sri Lanka in this time of suffering. I
don’t believe that we can delay. Now is the
time for all of us to work together to avert fur-
ther humanitarian suffering. 

Going forward, Sri Lanka must seek a peace
that is secure and lasting and grounded in re-
spect for all of its citizens. More civilian casu-
alties and inadequate care for those caught in
resettlement camps will only make it more dif-
ficult to achieve the peace that the people of
Sri Lanka deserve.

Release of Detainee Interrogation Photos

Now, let me also say a few words about an
issue that I know you asked Robert Gibbs
638



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / May 14
about quite a bit today, and that’s my decision
to argue against the release of additional detain-
ee photos. Understand, these photos are associ-
ated with closed investigations of the alleged
abuse of detainees in our ongoing war effort.

And I want to emphasize that these photos
that were requested in this case are not particu-
larly sensational, especially when compared to
the painful images that we remember from Abu
Ghraib, but they do represent conduct that did
not conform with the Army Manual. That’s pre-
cisely why they were investigated—and, I might
add, investigated long before I took of-
fice—and, where appropriate, sanctions have
been applied. 

In other words, this is not a situation in which
the Pentagon has concealed or sought to justify
inappropriate action. Rather, it has gone
through the appropriate and regular processes.
And the individuals who were involved have
been identified, and appropriate actions have
been taken.

It’s therefore my belief that the publication
of these photos would not add any additional
benefit to our understanding of what was car-
ried out in the past by a small number of indi-
viduals. In fact, the most direct consequence of
releasing them, I believe, would be to further
inflame anti-American opinion and to put our
troops in greater danger. 

Moreover, I fear the publication of these
photos may only have a chilling effect on future
investigations of detainee abuse. And obviously,
the thing that is most important in my mind is
making sure that we are abiding by the Army
Manual, and that we are swiftly investigating
any instances in which individuals have not act-
ed appropriately, and that they are appropriate-
ly sanctioned. That’s my aim, and I do not be-
lieve that the release of these photos at this time
would further that goal.

Now, let me be clear: I am concerned about
how the release of these photos would
be—would impact on the safety of our troops. I
have made it very clear to all who are within the
chain of command, however, of the United
States Armed Forces that the abuse of detain-
ees in our custody is prohibited and will not be
tolerated. I have repeated that since I’ve been
in office. Secretary Gates understands that; Ad-
miral Mullen understands that; and that has
been communicated across the chain of com-
mand. 

Any abuse of detainees is unacceptable. It is
against our values. It endangers our security. It
will not be tolerated.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. on the
South Drive at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to White House Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs.

Commencement Address at Arizona State University in Tempe
May 13, 2009

Well, thank you. Thank you, President Crow,
for that extremely generous introduction, for
your inspired leadership as well here at ASU.
And I want to thank the entire ASU community
for the honor of attaching my name to a scholar-
ship program that will help open the doors of
higher education to students from every back-
ground. What a wonderful gift. Thank you. That
notion of opening doors of opportunity to ev-
erybody, that is the core mission of this school;
it’s the core mission of my Presidency. And I
hope this program will serve as a model for uni-
versities across this country. So thank you so
much. 

I want to, obviously, congratulate the class of
2009 for your unbelievable achievement. I want
to thank the parents, the uncles, the grandpas,
the grandmas, cousins—calabash cousins—ev-
erybody who was involved in helping these ex-
traordinary young people arrive at this moment.
I also want to apologize to the entire State of
Arizona for stealing away your wonderful for-
mer Governor, Janet Napolitano. But you’ve got
a fine Governor here, and I also know that Janet
is now applying her extraordinary talents to
serve our entire country as the Secretary of
Homeland Security, keeping America safe. And
she’s doing a great job.
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Now, before I begin, I’d just like to clear
the air about that little controversy everybody
was talking about a few weeks back. I have to
tell you, I really thought this was much ado
about nothing, but I do think we all learned an
important lesson. I learned never again to pick
another team over the Sun Devils in my
NCAA brackets. [Laughter] It won’t happen
again. President Crow and the board of re-
gents will soon learn all about being audited by
the IRS. [Laughter]

Now, in all seriousness, I come here not to
dispute the suggestion that I haven’t yet
achieved enough in my life. [Laughter] First of
all, Michelle concurs with that assessment.
[Laughter] She has a long list of things that I
have not yet done waiting for me when I get
home. But more than that, I come to embrace
the notion that I haven’t done enough in my
life; I heartily concur. I come to affirm that
one’s title, even a title like President of the
United States, says very little about how well
one’s life has been led; that no matter how
much you’ve done or how successful you’ve
been, there’s always more to do, always more
to learn, and always more to achieve.

And I want to say to you today, graduates,
class of 2009, that despite having achieved a
remarkable milestone in your life, despite the
fact that you and your families are so rightfully
proud, you too cannot rest on your laurels. Not
even some of those remarkable young people
who were introduced earlier, not even that
young lady who’s got four degrees—getting to-
day. You can’t rest. Your own body of work is
also yet to come.

Now, some graduating classes have
marched into this stadium in easy times, times
of peace and stability, when we call on our
graduates simply to keep things going and
don’t screw it up. [Laughter] Other classes
have received their diplomas in times of trial
and upheaval, when the very foundations of
our lives, the old order, has been shaken, the
old ideas and institutions have crumbled, and a
new generation is called upon to remake the
world.

It should be clear to you by now the catego-
ry into which all of you fall, for we gather here
tonight in times of extraordinary difficulty for

the Nation and for the world. The economy
remains in the midst of a historic recession,
the worst we’ve seen since the Great Depres-
sion; the result, in part, of greed and irrespon-
sibility that rippled out from Wall Street and
Washington, as we spent beyond our means
and failed to make hard choices. We’re en-
gaged in two wars and a struggle against ter-
rorism. The threats of climate change, nuclear
proliferation, and pandemic defy national
boundaries and easy solutions.

For many of you, these challenges are also
felt in more personal terms. Perhaps you’re
still looking for a job or struggling to figure out
what career path makes sense in this disrupted
economy. Maybe you’ve got student
loans—no, you definitely have student
loans—or credit card debts, and you’re won-
dering how you’ll ever pay them off. Maybe
you’ve got a family to raise, and you’re won-
dering how you’ll ensure that your children
have the same opportunities you’ve had to get
an education and pursue their dreams.

Now, in the face of these challenges, it may
be tempting to fall back on the formulas for
success that have been pedaled so frequently
in recent years. It goes something like this:
You’re taught to chase after all the usual brass
rings; you try to be on this who’s who list or
that top 100 list; you chase after the big money
and you figure out how big your corner office
is; you worry about whether you have a fancy
enough title or a fancy enough car. That’s the
message that’s sent each and every day, or has
been in our culture for far too long, that
through material possessions, through a ruth-
less competition pursued only on your own be-
half, that’s how you will measure success.

Now, you can take that road, and it may
work for some. But at this critical juncture in
our Nation’s history, at this difficult time, let
me suggest that such an approach won’t get
you where you want to go. It displays a poverty
of ambition, that—in fact, the elevation of ap-
pearance over substance, of celebrity over
character, of short-term gains over lasting
achievement is precisely what your generation
needs to help end. 

Now, ASU, I want to highlight two main
problems with that old, tired, me-first
640



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / May 14
approach to life. First of all, it distracts you
from what’s truly important, and it may lead you
to compromise your values and your principles
and commitments. Think about it. It’s in
chasing titles and status, in worrying about the
next election rather than the national interest
and the interests of those who you’re supposed
to represent that politicians so often lose their
ways in Washington. They spend time thinking
about polls but not about principle. It was in
pursuit of gaudy, short-term profits and the
bonuses that came with them that so many folks
lost their way on Wall Street, engaging in
extraordinary risks with other people’s money.

In contrast, the leaders we revere, the busi-
nesses and institutions that last, they are not
generally the result of a narrow pursuit of popu-
larity or personal advancement, but of devotion
to some bigger purpose: the preservation of the
Union or the determination to lift a country out
of a depression; the creation of a quality prod-
uct; a commitment to your customers, your
workers, your shareholders, and your communi-
ty; a commitment to make sure that an institu-
tion like ASU is inclusive and diverse and giving
opportunity to all. That’s the hallmark of real
success. 

That other stuff, the trappings of success may
be a byproduct of this larger mission, but it
can’t be the central thing—just ask Bernie
Madoff. That’s the first problem with the old at-
titude.

The second problem with the old approach
to success is that a relentless focus on the out-
ward markers of success can lead to complacen-
cy. It can make you lazy. We too often let the
external, the material things, serve as indicators
that we’re doing well, even though something
inside us tells us that we’re not doing our best;
that we’re avoiding that which is hard but also
necessary; that we’re shrinking from, rather
than rising to the challenges of the age. And the
thing is, in this new, hyper-competitive age,
none of us—none of us can afford to be compla-
cent.

That’s true whatever profession you choose.
Professors might earn the distinction of tenure,
but that doesn’t guarantee that they’ll keep put-
ting in the long hours and late nights and have
the passion and the drive to be great educators.

The same principle is true in your personal life.
Being a parent is not just a matter of paying the
bills, doing the bare minimum; it’s not just
bringing a child into the world that matters, but
the acts of love and sacrifice it takes to raise and
educate that child and give them opportunity. It
can happen to Presidents as well. If you think
about it, Abraham Lincoln and Millard Fillmore
had the very same title, they were both Presi-
dents of the United States, but their tenure in
office and their legacy could not be more differ-
ent.

And this is not just true for individuals; it’s al-
so true for this Nation. In recent years, in many
ways, we’ve become enamored with our own
past success, lulled into complacency by the
glitter of our own achievements. We’ve become
accustomed to the title of “military superpow-
er,” forgetting the qualities that got us there,
not just the power of our weapons, but the dis-
cipline and valor and the code of conduct of our
men and women in uniform. The Marshall plan
and the Peace Corps and all those initiatives
that show our commitment to working with oth-
er nations to pursue the ideals of opportunity
and equality and freedom that have made us
who we are, that’s what made us a superpower. 

We’ve become accustomed to our economic
dominance in the world, forgetting that it
wasn’t reckless deals and get-rich-quick
schemes that got us where we are, but hard
work and smart ideas, quality products and wise
investments. We started taking shortcuts. We
started living on credit instead of building up
savings. We saw businesses focus more on re-
branding and repackaging than innovating and
developing new ideas that improve our lives.

All the while, the rest of the world has grown
hungrier, more restless, in constant motion to
build and to discover, not content with where
they are right now, determined to strive for
more. They’re coming.

So graduates, it’s now abundantly clear that
we need to start doing things a little bit differ-
ent. In your own lives, you’ll need to continu-
ously adapt to a continuously changing econo-
my. You’ll end up having more than one job and
more than one career over the course of your
life. You’ll have to keep on gaining new skills,
possibly even new degrees. And you’ll have to
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keep on taking risks as new opportunities
arise.

And as a nation, we’ll need a fundamental
change of perspective and attitude. It’s clear
that we need to build a new foundation, a
stronger foundation, for our economy and our
prosperity, rethinking how we grow our econ-
omy, how we use energy, how we educate our
children, how we care for our sick, how we
treat our environment. 

Many of our current challenges are unprec-
edented. There are no standard remedies, no
go-to fixes this time around. And class of 2009,
that’s why we’re going to need your help. We
need young people like you to step up. We
need your daring; we need your enthusiasm;
we need your energy; we need your imagina-
tion.

And let me be clear, when I say “young,”
I’m not just referring to the date of your birth
certificate. I’m talking about an approach to
life, a quality of mind and quality of heart; a
willingness to follow your passions, regardless
of whether they lead to fortune and fame; a
willingness to question conventional wisdom
and rethink old dogmas; a lack of regard for all
the traditional markers of status and prestige,
and a commitment instead to doing what’s
meaningful to you, what helps others, what
makes a difference in this world. 

That’s the spirit that led a band of patriots
not much older than most of you to take on an
empire, to start this experiment in democracy
we call America. It’s what drove young pio-
neers West to Arizona and beyond. It’s what
drove young women to reach for the ballot,
what inspired a 30-year-old escaped slave to
run an underground railroad to freedom, what
inspired a young man named Cesar to go out
and help farm workers, what inspired a 26-
year-old preacher to lead a bus boycott for jus-
tice. It’s what led firefighters and police offi-
cers in the prime of their lives up the stairs of
those burning towers and young people across
this country to drop what they were doing and
come to the aid of a flooded New Orleans. It’s
what led two guys in a garage—named
Hewlett and Packard—to form a company that
would change the way we live and work, what
led scientists in laboratories and novelists in

coffee shops to labor in obscurity until they fi-
nally succeeded in changing the way we see
the world.

That’s the great American story: Young peo-
ple just like you, following their passions, de-
termined to meet the times on their own
terms. They weren’t doing it for the money.
Their titles weren’t fancy: ex-slave, minister,
student, citizen. A whole bunch of them didn’t
get honorary degrees. But they changed the
course of history, and so can you ASU, so can
you class of 2009. So can you.

With a degree from this outstanding institu-
tion, you have everything you need to get start-
ed. You’ve got no excuses. You have no excuses
not to change the world. Did you study busi-
ness? Go start a company. Or why not help a
struggling non-for-profit find better, more ef-
fective ways to serve folks in need. You study
nursing? Understaffed clinics and hospitals
across this country are desperate for your help.
You study education? Teach in a high-need
school where the kids really need you; give a
chance to kids who can’t get everything they
need, maybe in their neighborhood, maybe
not even in their home. But we can’t afford to
give up on—prepare them to compete for any
job anywhere in the world. You study engi-
neering? Help us lead a green revolution, de-
veloping new sources of clean energy that will
power our economy and preserve our planet.

But you can also make your mark in smaller,
more individual ways. That’s what so many of
you have already done during your time here
at ASU, tutoring children, registering voters,
doing your own small part to fight hunger and
homelessness, AIDS and cancer. One student
said it best when she spoke about her senior
engineering project building medical devices
for people with disabilities in a village in Afri-
ca. Her professor showed a video of the folks
they’d been helping, and she said: “When we
saw the people on the videos, we began to feel
a connection to them. It made us want to be
successful for them.” Think about that: “It
made us want to be successful for them.”

That’s a great motto for all of us: Find
somebody to be successful for; raise their
hopes; rise to their needs. As you think about
life after graduation, as you look into the
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mirror tonight after the partying is
done—[applause]—that shouldn’t get such a
big cheer—[laughter]—you may look in the
mirror tonight, and you may see somebody
who’s not really sure what to do with their lives.
That’s what you may see, but a troubled child
might look at you and see a mentor, a
homebound senior citizen might see a lifeline,
the folks at your local homeless shelter might
see a friend. None of them care how much
money is in your bank account or whether
you’re important at work or whether you’re
famous around town; they just know that you’re
somebody who cares, somebody who makes a
difference in their lives.

So class of 2009, that’s what building a body
of work is all about. It’s about the daily labor,
the many individual acts, the choices large and
small that add up over time, over a lifetime, to a
lasting legacy. That’s what you want on your
tombstone. It’s about not being satisfied with
the latest achievement, the latest gold star, be-
cause the one thing I know about a body of
work is that it’s never finished. It’s cumulative;
it deepens and expands with each day that you
give your best, each day that you give back and
contribute to the life of your community and
your nation. You may have setbacks, and you
may have failures, but you’re not done; you’re
not even getting started, not by a long shot.

And if you ever forget that, just look to histo-
ry. Thomas Paine was a failed corset maker, a
failed teacher, and a failed tax collector before
he made his mark on history with a little book
called “Common Sense” that helped ignite a
revolution. Julia Child didn’t publish her first
cookbook until she was almost 50. Colonel
Sanders didn’t open up his first Kentucky Fried
Chicken till he was in his sixties. Winston
Churchill was dismissed as little more than a
has-been who enjoyed scotch a little bit too
much, before he took over as Prime Minister
and saw Great Britain through its finest hour.
No one thought a former football player stock-
ing shelves at the local supermarket would re-
turn to the game he loved, become a Super
Bowl MVP, and then come here to Arizona and
lead your Cardinals to their first Super Bowl.
Your body of work is never done.

Each of them, at one point in their life, didn’t
have any title or much status to speak of. But
they had passion, a commitment to following
that passion wherever it would lead and to
working hard every step along the way. And
that’s not just how you’ll ensure that your own
life is well-lived; it’s how you’ll make a differ-
ence in the life of our Nation.

I talked earlier about the selfishness and irre-
sponsibility on Wall Street and Washington that
rippled out and led to so many of the problems
that we face today. I talked about the focus on
outward markers of success that can help lead
us astray. But here’s the thing, class of 2009: It
works the other way around too. 

Acts of sacrifice and decency without regard
to what’s in it for you, that also creates ripple ef-
fects, ones that lift up families and communi-
ties; that spread opportunity and boost our
economy; that reach folks in the forgotten cor-
ners of the world who, in committed young peo-
ple like you, see the true face of America: our
strength, our goodness, our diversity, our en-
during power, our ideals.

I know starting your careers in troubled
times is a challenge, but it is also a privilege. Be-
cause it’s moments like these that force us to try
harder and dig deeper and to discover gifts we
never knew we had, to find the greatness that
lies within each of us. So don’t ever shy away
from that endeavor. Don’t stop adding to your
body of work. I can promise that you will be the
better for that continued effort, as will this Na-
tion that we all love.

Congratulations, class of 2009, on your grad-
uation. God bless you, and God bless the Unit-
ed States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:59 p.m. in Sun
Devil Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to
Michael M. Crow, president, Arizona State
University; Gov. Janice K. Brewer of Arizona;
former stock broker Bernard Madoff, who was
convicted of 11 felonies, including securities
fraud and money laundering, on March 12; and
Kurt Warner, quarterback, Arizona Cardinals.
The transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 14.
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Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Rio
Rancho, New Mexico
May 14, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. What a
wonderful welcome. It’s good to be back in
New Mexico. It’s always nice to get out of
Washington for a while and come to places
like Rio Rancho. The climate is nice, the con-
versation is nice, people are nice. It is just
wonderful to be here.

We’ve got a few special guests that I want to
acknowledge here. First of all, a great friend,
one of the finest Governors in the country,
please give it up for Bill Richardson, Lieuten-
ant Governor Diane Denish, Secretary of
State Mary Herrera, State Treasurer James
Lewis, State Auditor Hector Balderas.

We’ve also got Joe Garcia, president of the
National Congress of American Indians; got
Rio Rancho mayor, Tom Swisstack. We’ve got
some Members of Congress who couldn’t be
here today, but I just want to acknowledge
them because they’re doing a great job: Sena-
tor Tom Udall, Senator Jeff Bingaman, and
Representative Ben Lujan. And I want to
thank Chris for the wonderful introduction
and for her wonderful family who are here.
Please give her a big round of applause.

Now, the last time I came here was 10 days
before the election. We were over at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico. Tens of thousands of
you showed up; it was a gorgeous night, stars
were out. And I told you then that if we want-
ed to steer ourselves out of our economic cri-
sis, if we wanted to bring about the change we
needed, then I needed your help; I needed
you to show up one more time. And, New
Mexico, you delivered.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back. You deliv-

ered because you believed that after an era of
selfishness and greed, we could reclaim a
sense of responsibility from Wall Street to
Washington to Main Street. You believed that
in a time of great inequality, we could restore a
sense of fairness to our economy. You believed
that rather than go back to the pursuit of
short-term profits and a bubble-and-bust
economy that led us to this point, we could

build an economy based on sound ideas and
solid investments, hard work, in order to se-
cure a long-term prosperity.

So, New Mexico, I’ve come back today to
tell you that’s exactly what we’ve begun to do.
Since the very first day that I took office, we
have acted boldly and swiftly across all fronts
to clear away the wreckage of this painful re-
cession and to start laying a new foundation for
prosperity.

We passed the most ambitious economic re-
covery plan in our Nation’s history to jump-
start job creation and get our economy moving
again, a plan that has kept teachers in the
classroom and class sizes from increasing, a
plan that will save or create 22,000 jobs just in
New Mexico, mostly in the private sector, a
plan that made good on the middle class tax
cut that we promised, a tax cut that’s already
begun to appear in paychecks for 700,000
working families across New Mexico.

We made historic investments in the kind of
clean energy that’s led to an influx of cutting-
edge companies creating new jobs and new
opportunities right here in this State. We’ve
made productive strides towards fixing the
health care crisis that I know has hit especially
hard here, strides towards reform that brings
down costs; that give Americans the freedom
to keep their doctor or plan that they already
have, and choose a new doctor and a new plan
if they want to; that finally gives every Ameri-
can access to quality, affordable health care. 

And already we’ve got millions of children
across the country that have health care right
now under the children’s health care bill that
we signed since I’ve taken office. So I believe
we’re moving in the right direction. Step by
step, we’re making progress. Now, we’ve got a
long way to go before we can put this recession
behind us, and New Mexico is doing better
than many States. But it’s tough out there. But
we do know that the gears of our economy, the
economic engine, are slowly beginning to turn.

In the meantime, though, I know that there
are so many Americans who are hurting right
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now. You got hundreds of thousands who’ve lost
their jobs just last month. Millions are working
jobs that don’t pay enough to cover the bills.
Millions more see increasing portions of their
income going towards paying down debt. There
are Americans struggling to cope with the rising
cost of putting things like their mortgage, their
tuition, their medical bills, even their food and
gas bills, on their credit cards, because they feel
like they’re going underwater. But they’re
quickly finding out that they can’t dig their way
out of debt because of unfair practices. And
that’s what I want to talk about today briefly.

We’re talking about folks like Chris Lardner
who—she and her husband work hard; they’re
doing well. They have a wonderful small busi-
ness. But she wrote to me last week, and you
just heard her story. Her husband’s business is
in Albuquerque; two of their children are in col-
lege. When one tuition payment that was mis-
takenly charged to a credit card put her over the
limit, her credit card company more than tri-
pled her rate to nearly 30 percent. And she
made a simple point in the letter that she wrote
to me. She said: “If we conducted business this
way, we’d have no business,” she wrote. “And if
this is happening to us, I can only imagine
what’s going on in homes less fortunate than
ours.”

Now, you all know what Chris is talking
about. I know. I remember. It hasn’t been that
long since I had my credit card, sometimes
working that a little bit. [Laughter] We’re lured
in by ads and mailings that hook us with the
promise of low rates while keeping the right to
raise those rates at any time for any reason,
even on old purchases, even when you make a
late payment on a different card. Right now,
credit card companies charge more than $15
billion a year in penalty fees. One in five Ameri-
cans carry a balance that has been charged in-
terest rates above 20 percent. Sometimes they
even raise rates on outstanding balances even
when you’ve paid your bills on time.

Now, I understand that many Americans are
defaulting on their debt, and that’s why these
companies claim the need to raise rates. One of
the causes of this economic crisis was that too
many people were living beyond their means
with mortgages they couldn’t afford, buying

things they couldn’t pay for, maxing out on
credit cards that they couldn’t pay down. And in
the last decade, Americans’ credit card debt has
increased by 25 percent. Nearly half of all
Americans carry a balance on their credit cards,
and those who do have an average balance over
$7,000.

So we have been complicit in these prob-
lems. We’ve contributed to our own problems.
We’ve got to change how we operate. But these
practices, they’ve only grown worse in the midst
of this recession, when hard-working Americans
can afford them least. Now fees silently appear,
payment deadlines suddenly move, millions of
cardholders have seen their interest rates jump
in the past 6 months.

Now, you should not have to worry that when
you sign up for a credit card, you’re signing
away all your rights. You shouldn’t need a mag-
nifying glass or a law degree to read the fine
print that sometimes don’t even appear to be
written in English or Spanish. And frankly,
when you’re trying to navigate your way
through this economy, you shouldn’t feel like
you’re getting ripped off by “any time, any rea-
son” rate hikes and payment deadlines that
seem to move around every month. That hap-
pen to anybody? You think you’re supposed to
pay it this day, and suddenly—and it’s never on
the end of the month where you’re paying all
the rest of your bills, right? It’s like on the
19th—[laughter]—all kinds of harsh penalties
and fees that you never knew about.

Enough is enough. It’s time for strong, reli-
able protections for our consumers. It’s time for
reform that’s built on transparency and ac-
countability and mutual responsibility, values
fundamental to the new foundation we seek to
build for our economy.

Now, this is not an issue I just discovered re-
cently. For years, I’ve been a proponent of
strengthening consumer protections when it
came to credit cards. As a Senator, I fought
predatory lending and credit card abuse, and I
called for what I called “a credit card bill of
rights.” Last month, I met with the leaders of
the major credit card companies to discuss
these and other reforms that I believe will bet-
ter protect the nearly 80 percent of American
households that use credit cards.
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And we didn’t agree on anything—every-
thing, as you might expect. [Laughter] I—that
was a slip of the tongue here. [Laughter] We
didn’t agree on everything, but we did agree
that any reforms we can shouldn’t diminish
consumers’ access to credit. I also think there’s
no doubt that people need to accept, as I said
before, responsibility that comes with holding
a credit card. This is not free money; it’s debt.
And you shouldn’t take on more than you can
handle. We expect consumers to make sound
choices and live within their means and pay
what they owe in a timely manner.

Banks are a business too, and so they have a
right to insist that timely payments are made.
But what we also expect is that our institutions
act with the same sense of responsibility that
the American people aspire to in their own
lives. We expect that when we enter into an
agreement, that agreement is reasonable and
transparent. We expect to pay what’s fair, not
just what fattens growing profits for some
credit card company. This is America, and we
don’t begrudge a company’s success when that
success is based on honest dealings with con-
sumers. But some of these dealings are not
honest. That’s why we need reform.

We need reform that restores some sense of
balance. We need a new equilibrium where
credit is flowing, where lenders can succeed,
where consumers don’t find themselves in a
bad situation that they didn’t anticipate. This
kind of reform is especially needed during this
economic crisis. And as I’ve said all along, it
should adhere to four basic principles:

First, there has to be strong, reliable protec-
tions for consumers, protections that ban un-
fair rate increases and forbid abusive fees and
penalties. The days of “any time, any reason,
anything goes” rate hikes and late fees, that
must end. That must end. 

Second, all forms and statements that credit
card companies send out have to be in plain
language, in plain sight. No more fine print, no
more confusing terms, no more hiding the
truth. We’re going to require clarity and trans-
parency from now on.

Third, we have to give people the tools to
shop for a credit card that meets their needs
without being fear—being afraid of being tak-

en advantage of. So we’re going to require
firms to make all their contract terms easily ac-
cessible, and we’re going to give consumers
the information they need to do some compar-
ison shopping. And we’ll require firms to offer
at least one simple, straightforward card that
offers the strongest protections along with the
plainest terms and prices.

And finally, we need more accountability.
Instead of abuse that goes unpunished, we
need to strengthen monitoring and enforce-
ment and penalties for those who engage in
deceptive practices that take advantage of
families and consumers. And we also need to
clean up practices at universities to protect
students from getting stuck in debt before
they even get started in life. That’s important. 

Now, the Federal Reserve has already is-
sued some new rules that would change some
of these practices, and I’m grateful to them for
doing so. But I’m also pleased that Congress
has begun to act. Two weeks ago, the House
passed credit card reform legislation that fol-
lows these principles by a wide bipartisan ma-
jority, and I thank them for that.

And New Mexico, you should be proud that
you’ve elected people—as I said before, Ben
Ray Lujan, Martin Heinrich, Harry
Teague—who stood up for you by voting for
that bill. Even as we speak, the Senate is de-
bating its version of the bill, and I know your
Senators, Jeff Bingaman and Tom Udall, stand
on your side too. 

So I’m calling on Congress to take final ac-
tion to pass a credit card reform bill that pro-
tects American consumers and send it to my
desk so that I can sign it into law by Memorial
Day. There’s no time for delay. It’s time to get
it done. There’s no time for delay. We need
durable and successful flows of credit in our
economy, but we can’t tolerate profits that de-
pend on misleading working families. Those
days are over.

Because more than anything, this economic
crisis has reminded us we’re all in this togeth-
er. We can’t prosper by putting off hard choic-
es or by protecting the profits of the few at the
expense of the middle class. We’re making
steady progress moving from recession to re-
covery, but we want lasting prosperity. And
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that means that we have to ensure that the lega-
cy of this moment is an American economy that
rewards work and innovation, that’s guided by
fairness and responsibility, and that grows
steadily into the future. 

So, New Mexico, I know there will be set-
backs. I know that this is going to take some
time. Some of you are going to continue to
struggle for awhile. We’re doing everything we
can. But here’s what I also know, if you’re will-
ing to do your part, if our companies are willing
to do their part, if those of us in Washington are
willing to do our part, if we all work together,
then I promise you this: Years from now, you
will be able to look back at this moment as the
time when the American people once again
came together to reclaim their future and bring
about a new and brighter day. 

Thank you, everybody. Thank you. 
So I didn’t come here—I didn’t come here

just to make a speech. Whenever we visit a
community we want to do a little bit of a town
hall, give people a chance to ask questions. Ob-
viously, we’ve got a lot of people, and I won’t
get through every question, but I’m going to try
to get through as many as possible. 

And we’re going to go boy, girl, boy,
girl—[laughter]—or girl, boy, girl, boy. And I’m
going to go around the room. If you can raise
your hands when you have the question, and
there are people with microphones in the audi-
ence, so wait until you get the microphone. Ev-
erybody can hear your question that way, and
introduce yourself so we know who you are.

And I’ll start with this young lady over here.
Yes.

Health Care Reform

Q. Oh, thank you. Thank you, Mr. President.
My name is Linda Allison. I work for one of the
large corporations here. But I talk to a lot of
people about health care. My question is, so
many people go bankrupt using their credit
cards to pay for health care. Why have they tak-
en single-payer off the plate? And why is Sena-
tor Baucus on the Finance Committee discuss-
ing health care when he has received so much
money from the pharmaceutical companies?
Isn’t it a conflict of interest? 

The President. Well, as you know, I cam-
paigned vigorously on health care reform, and I
think that we have a better chance of getting it
done this year than we’ve had in decades. I am
optimistic about us getting health care reform
done.

Now, health care is one-sixth of our econo-
my, so it is a complicated, difficult task. And
Congress is going to have to work hard. And ev-
erybody is going to have to come at this with a
practical perspective, as opposed to trying to be
ideologically pure in getting it done.

Here are my principles in terms of health
care: Number one, we’ve got to control costs
across the system, because if we simply insured
everybody under the current system, we
couldn’t afford it; we’d go broke. The fact of the
matter is, is that families are seeing their premi-
ums go up, skyrocket each and every year. Busi-
nesses are getting crushed by the rising costs of
their employees’ health care. And the Federal
Government—Medicare and Medicaid—is go-
ing broke. That’s the single biggest driver, by
the way, of our deficits. 

I want everybody to be clear about this, be-
cause driving in I saw some folks who were say-
ing, what are you going to do about debt, et ce-
tera. Listen, by far the biggest contributor to
our national debt and our annual deficit is the
costs of Medicare and Medicaid, as well as the
other entitlement—Social Security, defense,
and interest on the national debt. That’s the li-
on’s share of the Federal budget. The things
you read about in the newspapers and you see
on TV about earmarks, I want to get rid of ear-
marks, but the truth of the matter, they’re only
1 percent of the entire budget. Most of what’s
driving us into debt is health care. And so we’ve
got to drive down costs. 

Now, here is some good news. There are
ways that we can drive down costs, because we
just have an inefficient system. If we emphasize
prevention and wellness programs, if we
help—so that we’re reimbursing doctors and
providers not just for treating people after they
get sick but for helping people stay well, if we
use medical technology to reduce error rates
and ensure electronic medical billing so when
you go into the hospital, you don’t have 15, 20
forms that you have to fill out over and over and
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over again—there are simple things that we
can do that will save us money, so we need to
focus on cost. That’s number one.

Number two, I think that it is very impor-
tant that we provide coverage for all people,
because if everybody’s got coverage then
they’re not going to the emergency room for
treatment. And right now, if you’ve got health
insurance, the average family is paying about
$900 a year in additional hidden costs because
you’re subsidizing the folks who are going to
the emergency room.

And so you’d be better off with a system
that might cost the Federal Government over-
all a little bit more—and we do have to pay for
that—but that would lower your premiums so
that you don’t have these hidden costs, be-
cause it’s cheaper to treat a child for asthma
with an inhaler than it is to have them go to
the emergency room and take up a hospital
bed. So that’s the second principle.

Now, this brings to the last principle, and so
this touches on your point, and that is, why not
do a single-payer system. Got the little single-
payer advocates up here. All right, for those of
you who are—don’t know, a single-payer sys-
tem is like—Medicare is sort of a single-payer
system, but it’s only for people over 65. And
the way it works is—the idea is, is that you
don’t have insurance companies as middle-
men. The Government goes directly and pays
doctors or nurses.

If I were starting a system from scratch,
then I think that the idea of moving towards a
single-payer system could very well make
sense. That’s the kind of system that you have
in most industrialized countries around the
world. The only problem is that we’re not
starting from scratch. We have, historically, a
tradition of employer-based health care. And
although there are a lot of people who are not
satisfied with their health care, the truth is, is
that the vast majority of people currently get
health care from their employers, and you’ve
got this system that’s already in place. We
don’t want a huge disruption as we go into
health care reform where suddenly we’re try-
ing to completely reinvent one-sixth of the
economy.

So what I’ve said is, let’s set up a system
where if you already have health care through
your employer, and you’re happy with it, you
don’t have to change doctors; you don’t have to
change plans; nothing changes. If you don’t
have health care or you’re highly unsatisfied
with your health care, then let’s give you
choices, let’s give you an options, including a
public plan that you could enroll in and sign
up for. That’s been my proposal. 

Now, obviously, as President I’ve got to
work with Congress to get this done
and—[laughter]. There are folks in Congress
who are doing terrific work; they’re working
hard. They’ve been having a series of hearings.
I’m confident that both the House and the
Senate are going to produce a bill before the
August recess. And it may not have everything
I want in there or everything you want in
there, but it will be a vast improvement over
what we currently have. 

We’ll then have to reconcile the two bills,
but I’m confident that we are going to get
health care reform this year and start putting
us on a path that’s sustainable over the long
term. That’s a commitment I made during the
campaign; I intend to keep it.

All right. We’ve got—it’s a man’s turn. This
guy right here. This guy right here—big guy.
Yes, right here.

Unions/Legislative Agenda

Q. Hello, President Obama–is it on? Hello,
President Obama. My name is Isidoro and I
work with AFT New Mexico and also with the
AFL–CIO. And I’d like to ask you, what would
the employee free choice act do for New Mex-
icans and throughout the United States? And
mine is kind of like a two-question, and the
second one is, how can you help us get this bill
passed?

The President. Okay, the—let me talk about
the employee free choice act. One of the
things that I believe in—and if you look at our
history, I think it bears this out—even if you’re
not a member of a union, you owe something
to unions, because a lot of the things that you
take for granted as an employee of a compa-
ny—the idea of overtime and minimum wage
and benefits—a whole host of things that you,
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even if you’re not a member of a union, now
take for granted, that happened because unions
fought and helped to make employers more ac-
countable. 

The problem that we’ve seen is that union
membership has declined significantly over the
last 30 years. And so the question is, why is
that? Now, part of it, the economy has changed
and the culture has changed, and there hasn’t
been a very friendly politics in Washington
when it comes to union membership. But part
of it just has to do with the fact that the scales
have been tilted to make it really hard to form a
union. So a lot of companies, because they want
maximum flexibility, they would rather spend a
lot of money on consultants and lawyers to pre-
vent a union from forming than they would just
going ahead and having the union and then try-
ing to work with—and collectively—allow
workers to collectively bargain.

So there’s a bill called the employee free
choice act that would try to even out the playing
field. And what it would essentially say is, is that
if a majority of workers at a company want a
union, then they can get a union without delay
and some of the monkey business that’s done
right now to prevent them from having a union.
Now, I want to give the other side of the argu-
ment. Businesses object to some of the provi-
sions in the employee free choice act, because
one of the things that’s in there is something
called card check, where rather than have a se-
cret ballot which—and organize a big election,
you could simply have enough employees, a ma-
jority of employees, check a card, and that
would then form the union. And the employers
argue we need to have a secret ballot. 

I think that there may be areas of compro-
mise to get this bill done. I’m supportive of it,
but there aren’t enough votes right now in the
Senate to get it passed. And what I think we
have to do is to find ways in which the core idea
of the employee free choice act is preserved,
which is, how do we make it easier for people
who want to form a union to at least get a vote
and have a even playing field; how do we do
that but, at the same time, get enough votes to
pass the bill? That’s what we’re working on
right now. I think it’s going to have a chance of

passage, but there’s still more work to be done.
Okay?

All right, it’s a young lady’s turn. This young
lady right there. You, yes. [Laughter]

Economic Stabilization

Q. Hello, President Obama. Our family,
we’re small-business owners, and we’re seeing a
marked decrease in revenue due to customers
having less discretionary income. Are there any
plans to help small businesses ride out the
storm?

The President. I’m sorry, the—can you re-
peat—I missed just part of it. No, not the whole
thing. You’re a small-business owner. You were
saying that you’ve seen something happen to
your revenues, but I couldn’t hear you. 

Q. We’ve noticed a decrease in——
The President. A decrease——
Q. Right.
The President. Well, look, this is part of why

we passed the Recovery Act. We passed a pack-
age of $787 billion over 2 years. This is the larg-
est economic recovery package ever been
passed, and it includes tax cuts. So everybody
should be seeing a slight increase in your pay-
check. It’s not in a lump sum; it’s spread out.
Each paycheck you’re getting a little bit money
back that you weren’t getting before, so that’s
putting money in people’s pockets.

We are rebuilding our infrastructure all
across the country. So, Governor Richardson, I
know he’s put in a whole bunch of proposals to
rebuild roads and bridges and infrastructure.
The mayor of Albuquerque is here; I know that
he’s working on it. 

The nice thing about infrastructure projects,
it’s a twofer. Not only does it put to work—peo-
ple to work right now, especially a lot of folks
who have been laid off from the construction
industry, which has been weakened, but what
it’s also done is it creates the framework for
long-term economic growth, because if we’ve
got better mass transit, if we’ve got high-speed
rail, if we are rebuilding our electricity grid to
get clean energy from the places that produce it
to the places that need it, all that will generate
economic growth above and beyond the short
term. So that’s another element of it.
649



May 14 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Part of what we’ve done in the Recovery Act
is just make sure that the damage—economic
damage is not worse. So we’ve provided States
additional resources to retain teachers and re-
tain police officers and to make sure that if you
do lose your job, you can keep your health care
through COBRA, which prior to this bill was
really hard for most folks to afford because you
had to pay the full costs of your health care
without employer subsidy. But now the Gov-
ernment has picked up the subsidy, and that
allows a lot more people to keep health care.

So we’ve been doing a lot of things through
the Recovery Act. The other thing we’re trying
to do is to stabilize the housing market, and so
we have programs now in place that have
helped boost refinancings, making millions of
people who weren’t eligible to get their homes
refinanced at lower rates. That’s like a tax cut.
That’s like money in people’s pockets because
your monthly rate will be lower. And if you
have not recently refinanced, you should take
a look at what banks are now offering, because
interest rates have gone down significantly,
and the programs that we’ve put in place have
helped to spur on some of those refinancings.

We’re also trying to stop the rate of foreclo-
sure. Now, this is hard to do because housing
prices have gone down so far that some peo-
ple, they’re just, unfortunately, not going to be
able to stay in their home. They bought too
much home given their incomes. But people
who are at the margins, what we’ve done is
we’ve said to the banks, negotiate; the banks
will be better off and the consumer will be
better off if you avoid foreclosure, and every-
body takes a haircut. 

The bank has to lose a little bit of money on
what they were expecting on principal and in-
terest. On the other hand, the homeowner, if
they make this agreement with the bank,
they’ve got to agree that when prices start go-
ing up again, they give up a little bit of equity
to repay the bank. But the—either way, every-
body is better off, including the community, if
people stay in their homes. 

So there are a whole bunch of steps that
we’ve been taking, and we’re starting to see
improvements in the housing market; we’re
starting to see slight improvements in some of

these other areas. But I have to tell you, this
was a big, big, big economic problem that we
had. This is like nothing that we’ve seen since
the Great Depression. And as I said, New
Mexico has been fortunate, partly because of
some good administration from the New Mex-
ican government, but also because New Mexi-
co wasn’t overbuilt at the same pace; it did not
have some of the same problems as some oth-
er States.

But for the country as a whole, we took a big
hit. I mean, Wall Street just was gambling with
a lot of people’s money, and they were taking
risks they should have never taken. So we’ve
seen trillions of dollars of wealth removed, and
it’s going to take some time to catch up. And a
lot of people are still paying off their credit
cards, and a lot of people are trying to get out
from under the debts that they had accumulat-
ed when times were better. 

And so we’re going to have to set what I’m
calling a new foundation for growth, where
people are less reliant on debt, they’re living
more within their means; businesses are en-
gaging in more sensible business practices,
they’re investing in the future and the long-
term and not short-term profits; we are focus-
ing on clean energy; we’re reforming our
health care system; we are boosting our educa-
tion system to produce more engineers and
more scientists and retraining our workers so
that we’ve got the most productive workers in
the world. That’s the strategy that we’re going
to be pursuing in the months and years to
come.

All right. It must be—it’s a guy’s turn. It’s a
guy’s turn. Let me go up here, because I don’t
want to feel—I don’t want folks up here feel-
ing neglected. That gentleman way up there,
right in the corner way up there. Look at that
guy. He’s all standing right in front of him.
[Laughter]

Cooperation With Congress

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. My name is
Phillip Sublitt, out of Belinda, [New] Mexico.
And I’m just asking that—you’re saying all
these wonderful things, and it’s really good to
hear this, but whenever you say that we’ve got
to get laws passed or the help to the people
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that we need, we chuckle about it having to go
through Congress. Well, can you break those
lines of bipartisanship and get these laws and
this help that we need to us, the people? 

The President. Well, first of all, I think it’s
very important to understand that since I came
into office, I have said to my Republican friends
in Congress, I want to work with you. I’ve had
them over to the White House more than they
were over in the White House during the Bush
administration. [Laughter] That’s true. We have
consulted with them extensively. 

Now, there have been on two big issues some
very fundamental disagreements with the Re-
publican Party. And I don’t doubt their sinceri-
ty; they just have a different view. One is on the
stimulus package, on the Recovery Act. There
were people who said we should not have Gov-
ernment spend that much, especially when
we’re inheriting a $1.3 trillion deficit from the
previous administration, and we’ve already
spent money on the TARP program and shoring
up the banks, et cetera; we shouldn’t do this.
There are some people who made that argu-
ment.

Now, I will tell you that every serious Demo-
cratic and Republican, conservative and liberal,
economist that I spoke to believed very strongly
that we needed a recovery package because
what was happening was consumers, they had
pulled back. People weren’t shopping as much
because they were worried about the state of
the economy, and their debts had gotten too
high. Businesses were pulling back.

And so what you had was a crisis in demand,
where if everybody pulls back at the same time,
nobody is going shopping. If nobody is going
shopping, then this young lady with her store,
she doesn’t have money. She may have to lay off
a worker, which means that worker is now
spending less, which means they’re not buying
groceries. And now somebody else’s store shuts
down. You start getting into a vicious cycle
where everybody is pulling back all at the same
time. 

In that circumstance, the only person—or
the only entity that can fill the gap is the Gov-
ernment, and so that’s why we passed the Re-
covery Act. It’s not because we’re not worried
about deficits; it’s because if we didn’t do any-

thing, this economy could have really gone into
a tailspin. 

But I make that point only to say there’s
some Republicans who just philosophically
were opposed to the idea of this recovery pack-
age. I have to say they weren’t as worried when
the previous administration was running up and
doubling our national debt, but having said that,
it’s entirely legitimate for—that’s part of what
our democracy is about, to disagree with us on
this.

They also disagreed on our budget because
they don’t believe that we should, for example,
reform our health care system in a way that in-
cludes more people. They think that the free
market can solve the problem. Now, I’m a
strong believer in the free market, but I think
that when it comes to health care, the free mar-
ket only takes you so far. If your child is sick and
you don’t have health insurance, in a country
this wealthy, we should be able to make sure
that your child is cared for. 

And I actually think that long term we’ll
spend less money when we do that, because
other countries like France and Japan and a
whole host of other countries, they spend less a
percentage of their GDP on health care than
we do. We spend more per capita than any na-
tion on Earth, but we still have 45 million peo-
ple uninsured, and in some cases, we’ve got
worse outcomes. We’ve got higher infant mor-
tality rates; we’ve got higher rates of some dead-
ly diseases. That doesn’t make sense.

But again, there’s a philosophical difference.
Having said all that, this credit card bill, when it
passed in the House, we actually got 100 Re-
publican votes. When—on our children’s health
insurance bill, we got some Republican votes.
So the media likes to focus on where we dis-
agree; they don’t tend to focus on the areas
where we are actually working together. And I
think that we’ll see more and more agreement
over time as the Republican Party starts to real-
ize that the American people want results right
now; they don’t want bickering. And when they
realize that, they’ll have an open, outstretched
hand from me. 

All right? Okay. Guys, I hate to do this, but
I’ve only got time for one question. One more
question. It’s got to be a young lady. All the
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guys, sit down. Why is everybody pointing at
this young lady? All right, go ahead. Every-
body was advocating for you.

Reforming Entitlement Programs/National
Debt and Deficit

Q. Thank you so much. Thank you, Presi-
dent Obama. My name is Eliza Sultan. I work
for Congressman Ben Lujan. The limits on
earnings for people on Social Security disabili-
ty are so low that it discourages people from
working. For those who are hoping to be self-
supporting and get off Social Security disabili-
ty, like myself, would you consider raising the
earning limit?

The President. You know, I think it’s some-
thing that we should look at carefully. We’ve
got a wonderful advisory group relating to peo-
ple with disabilities and how we expand oppor-
tunity, and let’s examine what we can do. 

Now, I will tell you that Social Security dis-
ability has gone up significantly during this re-
cession. Some of you may have read in the last
couple of days that Social Security—the Social
Security trust fund is worse off now because of
the recession than it was. We were already
having some issues with Social Security, and so
we’re going to have to do some significant re-
forms of Social Security. 

So in principle, the answer is, I would like to
raise the income limits to encourage people to
become more self-sufficient. In practice, it
costs money at—on the front end, even
though long term it may save money. And
what I’d like to do is examine this in the broad-
er context of Social Security reform and Medi-
care/Medicaid reform. 

What I’d like to do is just shift off—pivot off
your question to talk about this issue of debt
and deficits one more time. During a recession
of this severity it is important, as I explained,
for the Government to step in and fill the hole
in demand that was created by consumers and
by businesses, to get the economy kickstarted. 

But the long-term deficit and debt that we
have accumulated is unsustainable. We can’t
keep on just borrowing from China or borrow-
ing from other countries, because part of it is,
we have to pay for—we have to pay interest on
that debt. And that means that we’re mortgag-

ing our children’s future with more and more
debt, but what’s also true is that at some point
they’re just going to get tired of buying our
debt. And when that happens, we will really
have to raise interest rates to be able to bor-
row, and that will raise interest rates for every-
body—on your auto loan, on your mortgage,
on—so it will have a dampening effect on the
economy.

So we are going to have to deal with our
long-term debt. As I said before, the biggest
thing that we can do on that front is to deal
with entitlements. We are going through the
budget, line by line, page by page, rooting out
waste and abuse. We’ve already found $40 bil-
lion in procurement practices and no-bid con-
tracts in—on the defense side that we are go-
ing to eliminate. We found $17 billion in pro-
grams that don’t work, and we’re going to stop
those programs so that—120 programs—so
that we can put the money into programs that
do work. 

We are going to go through—and by the
way, I just want to make a little commentary
about the media here, if you don’t mind.
When Congress included in last year’s budget
a whole bunch of earmarks, you remember
there was a week worth of stories about how
terrible these earmarks were. You remember
this, Chip, a week worth of stories—“oh, these
earmarks, this is what’s blowing up the deficit;
this is terrible,” blah, blah, blah.

And yet, as I said before, that was less than
1 percent of that entire budget that had been
signed. When we find $17 billion worth of cuts
in programs, what do the same folks say? They
say, “Oh, that’s nothing.” [Laughter] “Now,
that’s not even—that’s not significant. That’s
not important.” Well, you can’t have it both
ways. If those earmarks were important, then
this money is important too.

But what is true about the budget—is abso-
lutely true—is that we can cut programs, we
can eliminate waste, we can eliminate abuse,
we can eliminate earmarks; we could do all
that stuff, and we’re still got—we’re still going
to have a major problem, because Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, Medicaid, interest on the na-
tional debt.
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And so I have said before, and I will repeat
again, that my administration is going to seek to
work with Congress to execute serious entitle-
ment reform that preserves a safety net for our
seniors, for people with disabilities, but also
puts it on a firmer, stable footing so that peo-
ple’s retirements are going to be secure not just
for this generation or—but also for the next
generation. 

And that’s going to be hard work. It’s going to
require some tough choices, but I’m going to
need support of the American people to get that
done. That’s part of what this administration is

about: Let’s make the tough choices now so that
we’ve got a better future for America.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. Thank
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at Rio
Rancho High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Chris Lardner, homemaker, who in-
troduced the President, her husband Scott
Gardner, owner, Rocky Mountain Stone, Inc.,
and their daughters Danielle and Caitlin; Reps.
Ben R. Lujan, Martin Heinrich, and Harry
Teague; Mayor Martin J. Chavez of Albuquer-
que, NM; and Chip Reid, CBS News reporter.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Burma
May 14, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. I have sent
the enclosed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, stating that the Burma emergency
is to continue for 1 year beyond May 20, 2009. 

The crisis between the United States and
Burma arising from the actions and policies of
the Government of Burma, including its engag-
ing in large-scale repression of the democratic
opposition in Burma that led to the declaration
of a national emergency in Executive Order
13047 of May 20, 1997, as modified in scope
and relied upon for additional steps taken in
Executive Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Execu-

tive Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, and Ex-
ecutive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, has not
been resolved. These actions and policies are
hostile to U.S. interests and pose a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
with respect to Burma and maintain in force the
sanctions against Burma to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 14, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 15. The notice of
May 14 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks Honoring the 2008 World Series Champion Philadelphia Phillies
May 15, 2009

The President. Thank you. Everybody, please
have a seat. Welcome to the White House, and
congratulations to the world champion Phila-
delphia Phillies. 

We originally planned to do this last month,
but we postponed it after the loss of the legend-
ary voice so familiar to any sports fan, the Hall
of Fame announcer, the great Harry Kalas.
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And Harry left us as he lived, in the ball-
park, preparing to call another game for his
beloved Phillies. And I know a season without
the warm comfort of his voice is difficult, but I
also know this, that Harry is here with us in
spirit today, and he is proud of all of you.

He waited 28 years to call another World
Series championship run, and what an unbe-
lievable run it was, full of come-from-behind
wins by an underdog team that loved to prove
the prognosticators wrong. And so we share
something in common there, because nobody
thought I was going to win either. [Laughter] 

This is a team that never gave up. You
weren’t supposed to win your division. You
weren’t supposed to win postseason series
against the Dodgers or the Rays. And even
though the stretch between the top and the
bottom of the sixth inning in game five took 2
full days of rain, you came out before the
toughest fans in sports to win Philadelphia’s
first major championship since 1983.

And so this was truly a victory for both
young folks, but also the young at heart, those
who waited nearly three decades, and a new
generation of fans that had been waiting their
entire lives. It also, as I mentioned to the team
back here, was not just a victory for the people
of Philadelphia, but for some long-time fans
like Joe Biden, and my campaign manager,
David Plouffe, who—I’m not sure whether he
cared more about my victory or the Phillies’s
victory—[laughter]—but it was a close
call—as well as folks from the entire Delaware
Valley.

This is a team made up of guys who don’t
quit: Cole Hamels, the unbelievable playoff
ace; Chase Utley, a throwback who plays hurt
and plays hard and never complains; Brad
Lidge, who came to the Philly organization
looking for a fresh start, and who went a per-
fect 48 for 48 in save opportunities all season
long, and who wiped away 28 years of near-
misses and heartbreak with that final strikeout. 

And guys like our manager here, Charlie
Manuel, who lost his mother during the play-
offs. And I know how tough that is. I lost my
grandmother in the middle of my election.
And, Charlie, I admired your perseverance

during those trying times. I know how hard
that must have been on you.

Also guys like Shane Victorino—Shane, we
don’t get that many baseball players from Ha-
waii in the Majors. Where did Shane go? He
was around here somewhere. He was pointing
out the Hawaiian flag on the carpet in there,
saying “shaka”—local boy. But that means that
there are a lot of folks looking out for you. And
then Jimmy Rollins, who, I have to say, made
some telephone calls on behalf of our cam-
paign before the election, and I couldn’t be
more grateful to him for that.

You know, I remember giving a campaign
speech in Chester, just outside of Philadel-
phia, 1 week before the election. And it was
the day after rain had suspended the Series
game, and it was still raining. And I told my
staff, if they can suspend the World Series in
the middle of a game, then the least you could
do is find an indoor location for my speech.
[Laughter] That was the coldest I may have
ever been. Do you remember that, Plouffe? I
mean, it was cold. But true to form, thousands
of Philadelphians showed up to brave the rain
and my speech, just like they had shown up to
watch their beloved Phillies play. And so like
this team, I tried to give them my best.

I also know how it felt for the Phillies to get
this weight off their back, because my beloved
White Sox finally did it 3 years ago after nearly
90 years of waiting. So, Cubs fans out there,
take heart. [Laughter] Anything is possible.

I also want to point out the example that
each and every one of these guys, their wives,
and the entire organization set with their time
and efforts off the field. Chase works on behalf
of pediatric hospitals. Brad supports our
wounded warriors. Cole helps those suffering
with HIV/AIDS in Africa. Ryan Howard is a
national face for the Boys and Girls Clubs, par-
ticipates in Make-A-Wish Foundation, and
takes an active role in mentoring inner-city
students, and on and on.

And just as the number of African American
kids taking up baseball is in severe decline, the
impact of having role models like Ryan and
Jimmy to look up to just can’t be measured.
You know, Jimmy likes to say that nothing
comes easy in Philly, and that’s why I think
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that so many Americans found themselves root-
ing for this extraordinary team. As Americans,
we know a little something about being under-
dogs. We know a little something about coming
together when times are tough. And like this
team, we remember a simple truth, which is
that we rise and fall together, and no one indi-
vidual is bigger than the team. 

So, Phillies, congratulations not only for a
great season but doing it the right way. And,
Manager——

Charlie Manuel. Thank you.

The President. ——great job. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. on
the South Portico at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Vice President Joe Biden;
David Plouffe, senior adviser, AKPD Message
and Media; and Cole Hamels and Brad Lidge,
pitchers, Chase Utley, Jimmy Rollins, and Ryan
Howard, infielders, Charlie Manuel, manager,
and Shane Victorino, outfielder, Philadelphia
Phillies.

Statement on Military Commissions
May 15, 2009

Military commissions have a long tradition in
the United States. They are appropriate for try-
ing enemies who violate the laws of war, provid-
ed that they are properly structured and admin-
istered. In the past, I have supported the use of
military commissions as one avenue to try de-
tainees, in addition to prosecution in Article III
courts. In 2006, I voted in favor of the use of
military commissions. But I objected strongly to
the Military Commissions Act that was drafted
by the Bush administration and passed by Con-
gress because it failed to establish a legitimate
legal framework and undermined our capability
to ensure swift and certain justice against those
detainees that we were holding at the time. In-
deed, the system of military commissions at
Guantanamo Bay had only succeeded in prose-
cuting three suspected terrorists in more than 7
years.

Today the Department of Defense will be
seeking additional continuances in several
pending military commission proceedings. We
will seek more time to allow us time to reform
the military commission process. The Secretary
of Defense will notify the Congress of several

changes to the rules governing the commis-
sions. The rule changes will ensure that: First,
statements that have been obtained from de-
tainees using cruel, inhuman, and degrading in-
terrogation methods will no longer be admitted
as evidence at trial; second, the use of hearsay
will be limited, so that the burden will no longer
be on the party who objects to hearsay to dis-
prove its reliability; third, the accused will have
greater latitude in selecting their counsel;
fourth, basic protections will be provided for
those who refuse to testify; and fifth, military
commission judges may establish the jurisdic-
tion of their own courts. 

These reforms will begin to restore the com-
missions as a legitimate forum for prosecution,
while bringing them in line with the rule of law.
In addition, we will work with the Congress on
additional reforms that will permit commissions
to prosecute terrorists effectively and be an ave-
nue, along with Federal prosecutions in Article
III courts, for administering justice. This is the
best way to protect our country, while uphold-
ing our deeply held values.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 16, 2009

Good morning. Over the past few months, as
we’ve put in place a plan to speed our economic
recovery, I’ve spoken repeatedly of the need to
lay a new foundation for lasting prosperity, a

foundation that will support good jobs and ris-
ing incomes, a foundation for economic growth
where we no longer rely on excessive debt and
reckless risk, but instead rely on skilled workers
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and sound investments to lead the world in the
industries of the 21st century.

Two pillars of this new foundation are clean
energy and health care. And while there re-
mains a great deal of difficult work ahead, I’m
heartened by what we’ve seen these past few
days: a willingness of those with different
points of view and disparate interests to come
together around common goals, to embrace a
shared sense of responsibility and make histor-
ic progress.

Chairman Henry Waxman and members of
the Energy and Commerce Committee
brought together stakeholders from all corners
of the country and every sector of our econo-
my to reach a historic agreement on compre-
hensive energy legislation. It’s another promis-
ing sign of progress, as longtime opponents are
sitting together at the same table to help solve
one of America’s most serious challenges.

For the first time, utility companies and
corporate leaders are joining rather than op-
posing environmental advocates and labor
leaders to create a new system of clean energy
initiatives that will help unleash a new era of
growth and prosperity.

It’s a plan that will finally reduce our dan-
gerous dependence on foreign oil and cap the
carbon pollution that threatens our health and
our climate. Most important, it’s a plan that
will trigger the creation of millions of new jobs
for Americans, who will produce the wind tur-
bines and solar panels and develop the alterna-
tive fuels to power the future. Because this we
know: The nation that leads in 21st century
clean energy is the nation that will lead the
21st century global economy. America can and
must be that nation, and this agreement is a
major step toward this goal.

But we know that our families, our econo-
my, and our Nation itself will not succeed in
the 21st century if we continue to be held
down by the weight of rapidly rising health
care costs and a broken health care system.
That’s why I met with representatives of insur-
ance and drug companies, doctors and hospi-
tals, and labor unions who are pledging to do
their part to reduce health care costs. These
are some of the groups who’ve been among
the fiercest critics of past comprehensive

health care reform plans. But today, they too
are recognizing that we must act. Our busi-
nesses will not be able to compete, our fami-
lies will not be able to save or spend, our bud-
gets will remain unsustainable, unless we get
health care costs under control.

These groups have pledged to do their part
to reduce the annual health care spending
growth rate by 1.5 percentage points. Coupled
with comprehensive reform, their efforts
could help to save our Nation more than $2
trillion in the next 10 years and save hard-
working families $2,500 each in those coming
years.

This week, I also invited Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi, Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, and other congressional leaders to the
White House to discuss comprehensive health
reform legislation. The House is working to
pass a bill by the end of July, before they head
out for their August recess. That’s the kind of
urgency and determination we need to achieve
comprehensive reform by the end of this year.
And the reductions in spending the health
care community has pledged will help make
this reform possible.

I’ve always believed that it is better to talk
than not to talk, that it’s far more productive to
reach over a divide than to shake your fists
across it. This has been an alien notion in
Washington for far too long, but we’re seeing
that the ways of Washington are beginning to
change. For the calling of this moment is too
loud and too urgent to ignore. Our success as a
nation, the future of our children and grand-
children depend upon our willingness to cast
aside old arguments, overcome stubborn divi-
sions, and march forward as one people and
one nation.

This is how progress has always been made.
This is how a new foundation will be built. We
cannot assume that interests will always align
or that fragile partnerships will not fray. There
will be setbacks; there will be difficult days.
But we’re off to a good start. And I am confi-
dent that we will, in the weeks, months, and
years ahead, build on what we’ve already
achieved and lay this foundation, which will
not only bring about prosperity for this gener-
ation, but for generations to come.
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Thanks so much.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on May 15 in the Library at

the White House for broadcast on May 16. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 15 but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on May 16.

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of Governor Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., To
Be Ambassador to China
May 16, 2009

The President. Good morning, everybody. I
am here to announce today the distinguished
public servant I’m appointing as our Nation’s
new Ambassador to the People’s Republic of
China. I’m making this appointment mindful of
its extraordinary significance. Given the
breadth of issues at stake in our relationship
with China, this ambassadorship is as important
as any in the world, because the United States
will best be able to deal effectively with global
challenges in the 21st century by working in
concert with China. 

Now, there are few countries in the world
with a past so rich or a future so full of possibili-
ty as China. With a vast population, a growing
economy, and far-reaching influence, China
will have a crucial role in confronting all the
major challenges that face Asia and the world in
the years ahead. 

And that’s why we’re working with the Gov-
ernment of China to stem the financial crisis
that’s devastated economies around the world
and help lay a foundation for sustainable growth
and lasting prosperity on both sides of the Pacif-
ic. That’s why I’ve spoken with Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao about a number of regional
threats, including the situations in North Korea
and Pakistan. And that’s why we will continue
working together with China on a whole host of
global challenges, ranging from energy and cli-
mate change to public health, from nuclear
nonproliferation to terrorism and violent ex-
tremism. 

I believe there’s much to be gained from a
closer, working relationship with China. But im-
proved relations with China will require candor
and open discussion about those issues where
we don’t always agree, such as human rights and
democracy and free speech. And it will require

that each of our nations play by the rules in
open and honest competition. 

And that’s why this ambassadorship takes on
such importance. I can think of no one better
suited to take on this assignment than the Gov-
ernor of the great State of Utah, Jon Huntsman.

When I asked Jon to accept this critical post,
I knew it would require a sacrifice on the part of
his family, and I want to thank Mary Kaye and
all of their children for making this possible. I
knew it would require a sacrifice from Jon, who
will be giving up a seat as a popular Governor,
having just been reelected to a second term.
And I hope the good people of Utah will forgive
me and understand how proud they should be
of their Governor for his willingness to answer
his Nation’s call. 

Finally, I knew that because Jon is not only a
Republican, but a Republican who cochaired
my opponent’s campaign for the Presidency,
this wouldn’t be the easiest decision to explain
to some members of his party.

But here’s what I also know: I know that Jon
is the kind of leader who always puts country
ahead of party, is always willing to sacrifice on
behalf of our Nation. That’s what Jon has always
done. Throughout his career, Jon has shown a
willingness to move beyond the old ideologies
and stale debates that all too often bring prog-
ress to a standstill. Time and again, he’s brought
people together across party lines to overcome
our common challenges and to move our Na-
tion forward. 

What Jon brings to this post isn’t just a
steadfast commitment to advancing the
interests of the American people; it’s a lifetime
of knowledge and experience that will help
advance this important partnership. Jon brings
to this post experience as a former Ambassador
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to Singapore, who’s intimately familiar with
many of the most pressing challenges
confronting Asia. He brings experience both in
the private sector and as Deputy United States
Trade Representative to Asia and Africa,
where he stood up for America’s economic
interests abroad. And Jon is well prepared to
build a partnership that reflects a new
understanding between our two countries
because he’s lived in Asia three times and is
fluent in Mandarin Chinese. 

That’s the kind of ambassador we need in
China, an ambassador who has a respect for
China’s proud traditions, who understands
what it will take to make America more com-
petitive in the 21st century, and who will be an
unstinting advocate for America’s interests and
ideals. With Jon Huntsman representing the
United States in China, I’m confident that we
will launch a new era of partnership between
our two nations that will advance our shared

dreams of opportunity and security in Ameri-
ca, in Asia, and around the world.

So I’m extraordinarily pleased to announce
that Jon Huntsman will be our Ambassador to
China, and I can think of no more important
assignment than creating the kinds of bridges
between our two countries that will determine
the well-being not just of Americans and Chi-
nese, but also the future of the world.

So with that, I’d like to have Jon say a few
words. Thank you, Jon.

Gov. Huntsman. Thanks, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Mary
Kaye, wife of Gov. Huntsman, and their chil-
dren, Mary Anne, Abigail, Elizabeth, Jon III,
William, Gracie Mei, and Asha; and Sen. John
McCain, 2008 Republican Presidential candi-
date. The Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Gov. Huntsman.

Commencement Address at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend,
Indiana
May 17, 2009

The President. Well, first of all, congratula-
tions, class of 2009. Congratulations to all the
parents, the cousins, the aunts, the uncles,
the—all the people who helped to bring you to
the point that you are here today. Thank you
so much to Father Jenkins for that extraordi-
nary introduction, even though you said what I
want to say much more elegantly. [Laughter]
You are doing an extraordinary job as presi-
dent of this extraordinary institution. Your
continued and courageous—and conta-
gious—commitment to honest, thoughtful dia-
log is an inspiration to us all. 

So good afternoon. To Father Hesburgh, to
Notre Dame trustees, to faculty, to family: I
am honored to be here today. And I am grate-
ful to all of you for allowing me to be a part of
your graduation.

And I also want to thank you for the honor-
ary degree that I received. I know it has not
been without controversy. I don’t know if
you’re aware of this, but these honorary de-

grees are apparently pretty hard to come by.
[Laughter] So far I’m only 1 for 2 as President.
[Laughter] Father Hesburgh is 150 for 150.
[Laughter] I guess that’s better. [Laughter]
So, Father Ted, after the ceremony, maybe
you can give me some pointers to boost my av-
erage.

I also want to congratulate the class of 2009
for all your accomplishments. And since this is
Notre Dame——

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

Audience members. Boo!
The President. That’s all right. And

since——
Audience members. We are ND! We are

ND!
Audience members. Yes we can! Yes we can!
The President. We’re fine, everybody.

We’re following Brennan’s adage that we don’t
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do things easily. [Laughter] We want to—we’re
not going to shy away from things that are un-
comfortable sometimes. 

Now, since this is Notre Dame, I think we
should talk not only about your accomplish-
ments in the classroom, but also in the competi-
tive arena. [Laughter] No, don’t worry, I’m not
going to talk about that. [Laughter] We all know
about this university’s proud and storied foot-
ball team, but I also hear that Notre Dame
holds the largest outdoor 5-on-5 basketball
tournament in the world, Bookstore Basketball.

Now, this excites me. [Laughter] I want to
congratulate the winners of this year’s tourna-
ment, a team by the name of “Hallelujah Holla
Back.” [Laughter] Congratulations, well done.
Though I have to say, I am personally disap-
pointed that the “Barack O’Ballers” did not pull
it out this year. [Laughter] So next year, if you
need a 6’2” forward with a decent jumper, you
know where I live. [Laughter]

Now, every one of you should be proud of
what you have achieved at this institution. One
hundred and sixty-three classes of Notre Dame
graduates have sat where you sit today. Some
were here during years that simply rolled into
the next without much notice or fanfare, peri-
ods of relative peace and prosperity that re-
quired little by way of sacrifice or struggle.

You, however, are not getting off that easy.
You have a different deal. Your class has come
of age at a moment of great consequence for
our Nation and for the world, a rare inflection
point in history where the size and scope of the
challenges before us require that we remake
our world to renew its promise, that we align
our deepest values and commitments to the de-
mands of a new age. It’s a privilege and a re-
sponsibility afforded to few generations and a
task that you’re now called to fulfill.

This generation, your generation, is the one
that must find a path back to prosperity and de-
cide how we respond to a global economy that
left millions behind even before the most re-
cent crisis hit, an economy where greed and
short-term thinking were too often rewarded at
the expense of fairness and diligence and an
honest day’s work.

Your generation must decide how to save
God’s creation from a changing climate that

threatens to destroy it. Your generation must
seek peace at a time when there are those who
will stop at nothing to do us harm, and when
weapons in the hands of a few can destroy the
many. And we must find a way to reconcile our
ever-shrinking world with its ever-growing di-
versity: diversity of thought, diversity of culture,
and diversity of belief. In short, we must find a
way to live together as one human family. 

And it’s this last challenge that I’d like to talk
about today, despite the fact that Father John
stole all my best lines. [Laughter] For the major
threats we face in the 21st century—whether
it’s global recession or violent extremism, the
spread of nuclear weapons or pandemic dis-
ease—these things do not discriminate. They
do not recognize borders. They do not see col-
or. They do not target specific ethnic groups. 

Moreover, no one person or religion or na-
tion can meet these challenges alone. Our very
survival has never required greater cooperation
and greater understanding among all people
from all places than at this moment in history. 

Unfortunately, finding that common ground,
recognizing that our fates are tied up, as Dr.
King said, in a “single garment of destiny,” is
not easy. And part of the problem, of course,
lies in the imperfections of man: our selfishness,
our pride, our stubbornness, our acquisitive-
ness, our insecurities, our egos, all the cruelties
large and small that those of us in the Christian
tradition understand to be rooted in original sin.
We too often seek advantage over others. We
cling to outworn prejudice and fear those who
are unfamiliar. Too many of us view life only
through the lens of immediate self-interest and
crass materialism, in which the world is neces-
sarily a zero-sum game. The strong too often
dominate the weak, and too many of those with
wealth and with power find all manner of justi-
fication for their own privilege in the face of
poverty and injustice. And so, for all our tech-
nological and scientific advances, we see here in
this country and around the globe violence and
want and strife that would seem sadly familiar
to those in ancient times. 

We know these things, and hopefully, one of
the benefits of the wonderful education that
you’ve received here at Notre Dame is that
you’ve had time to consider these wrongs in the
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world, perhaps recognized impulses in your-
self that you want to leave behind. You’ve
grown determined, each in your own way, to
right them. And yet, one of the vexing things
for those of us interested in promoting greater
understanding and cooperation among people
is the discovery that even bringing together
persons of good will, bringing together men
and women of principle and purpose, even ac-
complishing that can be difficult. 

The soldier and the lawyer may both love
this country with equal passion, and yet reach
very different conclusions on the specific steps
needed to protect us from harm. The gay ac-
tivist and the evangelical pastor may both de-
plore the ravages of HIV/AIDS, but find
themselves unable to bridge the cultural di-
vide that might unite their efforts. Those who
speak out against stem cell research may be
rooted in an admirable conviction about the
sacredness of life, but so are the parents of a
child with juvenile diabetes who are convinced
that their son’s or daughter’s hardships might
be relieved. 

The question then is, how do we work
through these conflicts? Is it possible for us to
join hands in common effort? As citizens of a
vibrant and varied democracy, how do we en-
gage in vigorous debate? How does each of us
remain firm in our principles and fight for
what we consider right, without, as Father
John said, “demonizing those with just as
strongly held convictions on the other side”?

And of course, nowhere do these questions
come up more powerfully than on the issue of
abortion. As I considered the controversy sur-
rounding my visit here, I was reminded of an
encounter I had during my Senate campaign,
one that I describe in a book I wrote called
“The Audacity of Hope.” And a few days after
the Democratic nomination, I received an e-
mail from a doctor who told me that while he
voted for me in the Illinois primary, he had a
serious concern that might prevent him from
voting for me in the general election. He de-
scribed himself as a Christian who was strong-
ly pro-life, but that was not what was prevent-
ing him, potentially, from voting for me.

What bothered the doctor was an entry that
my campaign staff had posted on my web site,

an entry that said I would fight, quote, “right-
wing ideologues who want to take away a
woman’s right to choose,” unquote. The doc-
tor said he had assumed I was a reasonable
person, he supported my policy initiatives to
help the poor and to lift up our educational
system, but that if I truly believed that every
pro-life individual was simply an ideologue
who wanted to inflict suffering on women,
then I was not very reasonable. He wrote, “I
do not ask at this point that you oppose abor-
tion, only that you speak about this issue in
fair-minded words”—fair-minded words.

After I read the doctor’s letter, I wrote back
to him, and I thanked him. And I didn’t
change my underlying position, but I did tell
my staff to change the words on my web site.
And I said a prayer that night that I might ex-
tend the same presumption of good faith to
others that the doctor had extended to me. Be-
cause when we do that, when we open up our
hearts and our minds to those who may not
think precisely like we do or believe precisely
what we believe, that’s when we discover at
least the possibility of common ground.

That’s when we begin to say, maybe we
won’t agree on abortion, but we can still agree
that this heart-wrenching decision for any
woman is not made casually, that it has both
moral and spiritual dimensions.

So let us work together to reduce the num-
ber of women seeking abortions; let’s reduce
unintended pregnancies. Let’s make adoption
more available. Let’s provide care and support
for women who do carry their children to
term. Let’s honor the conscience of those who
disagree with abortion, and draft a sensible
conscience clause, and make sure that all of
our health care policies are grounded not only
in sound science, but also in clear ethics, as
well as respect for the equality of women.
Those are things we can do.

Now, understand, class of 2009, I do not
suggest that the debate surrounding abortion
can or should go away. Because no matter how
much we may want to fudge it—indeed, while
we know that the views of most Americans on
the subject are complex and even contradicto-
ry—the fact is that at some level, the views of
the two camps are irreconcilable. Each side
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will continue to make its case to the public with
passion and conviction. But surely we can do so
without reducing those with differing views to
caricature.

Open hearts, open minds, fair-minded
words, it’s a way of life that has always been the
Notre Dame tradition. Father Hesburgh has
long spoken of this institution as both a light-
house and a crossroads, a lighthouse that stands
apart, shining with the wisdom of the Catholic
tradition, while the crossroads is where “differ-
ences of culture and religion and conviction can
coexist with friendship, civility, hospitality, and
especially love.” And I want to join him and Fa-
ther John in saying how inspired I am by the
maturity and responsibility with which this class
has approached the debate surrounding today’s
ceremony. You are an example of what Notre
Dame is about. 

Now, this tradition of cooperation and under-
standing is one that I learned in my own life
many years ago—also with the help of the Cath-
olic Church. You see, I was not raised in a par-
ticularly religious household, but my mother in-
stilled in me a sense of service and empathy that
eventually led me to become a community or-
ganizer after I graduated college. And a group
of Catholic churches in Chicago helped fund an
organization known as the Developing Commu-
nities Project, and we worked to lift up south
side neighborhoods that had been devastated
when the local steel plant closed. 

And it was quite an eclectic crew—Catholic
and Protestant churches, Jewish and African
American organizers, working class black,
white, and Hispanic residents—all of us with
different experiences, all of us with different
beliefs. But all of us learned to work side by
side, because all of us saw in these neighbor-
hoods other human beings who needed our
help to find jobs and improve schools. We were
bound together in the service of others. 

And something else happened during the
time I spent in these neighborhoods, perhaps
because the church folks I worked with were so
welcoming and understanding; perhaps because
they invited me to their services and sang with
me from their hymnals; perhaps because I was
really broke and they fed me. [Laughter] Per-
haps because I witnessed all of the good works

their faith inspired them to perform, I found
myself drawn not just to the work with the
church, I was drawn to be in the church. It was
through this service that I was brought to
Christ. 

And at the time, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
was the Archbishop of Chicago. And for those
of you too young to have known him or known
of him, he was a kind and good and wise man, a
saintly man. I can still remember him speaking
at one of the first organizing meetings I attend-
ed on the south side. He stood as both a light-
house and a crossroads, unafraid to speak his
mind on moral issues ranging from poverty and
AIDS and abortion to the death penalty and nu-
clear war. And yet, he was congenial and gentle
in his persuasion, always trying to bring people
together, always trying to find common ground.
And just before he died, a reporter asked Cardi-
nal Bernardin about this approach to his minis-
try. And he said, “You can’t really get on with
preaching the Gospel until you’ve touched
hearts and minds.”

My heart and mind were touched by him.
They were touched by the words and deeds of
the men and women I worked alongside in par-
ishes across Chicago. And I’d like to think that
we touched the hearts and minds of the neigh-
borhood families whose lives we helped change.
For this, I believe, is our highest calling. 

Now, you, class of 2009, are about to enter
the next phase of your life at a time of great
uncertainty. You’ll be called to help restore a
free market that’s also fair to all who are willing
to work. You’ll be called to seek new sources of
energy that can save our planet, to give future
generations the same chance that you had to
receive an extraordinary education. And
whether as a person drawn to public service or
simply someone who insists on being an active
citizen, you will be exposed to more opinions
and ideas broadcast through more means of
communication than ever existed before. You’ll
hear talking heads scream on cable, and you’ll
read blogs that claim definitive knowledge, and
you will watch politicians pretend they know
what they’re talking about. [Laughter]
Occasionally, you may have the great fortune of
actually seeing important issues debated by
people who do know what they’re talking about,
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by well-intentioned people with brilliant
minds and mastery of the facts. In fact, I
suspect that some of you will be among those
brightest stars.

And in this world of competing claims about
what is right and what is true, have confidence
in the values with which you’ve been raised
and educated. Be unafraid to speak your mind
when those values are at stake. Hold firm to
your faith and allow it to guide you on your
journey. In other words, stand as a lighthouse.

But remember, too, that you can be a cross-
roads. Remember, too, that the ultimate irony
of faith is that it necessarily admits doubt. It’s
the belief in things not seen. It’s beyond our
capacity as human beings to know with cer-
tainty what God has planned for us or what He
asks of us. And those of us who believe must
trust that His wisdom is greater than our own.

And this doubt should not push us away our
faith. But it should humble us. It should tem-
per our passions, cause us to be wary of too
much self-righteousness. It should compel us
to remain open and curious and eager to con-
tinue the spiritual and moral debate that be-
gan for so many of you within the walls of
Notre Dame. And within our vast democracy,
this doubt should remind us even as we cling
to our faith to persuade through reason,
through an appeal whenever we can to univer-
sal rather than parochial principles, and most
of all, through an abiding example of good
works and charity and kindness and service
that moves hearts and minds.

For if there is one law that we can be most
certain of, it is the law that binds people of all
faiths and no faith together. It’s no coinci-
dence that it exists in Christianity and Judaism,
in Islam and Hinduism, in Buddhism and hu-
manism. It is, of course, the Golden Rule: the
call to treat one another as we wish to be treat-
ed, the call to love, the call to serve, to do what
we can to make a difference in the lives of
those with whom we share the same brief mo-
ment on this Earth.

So many of you at Notre Dame—by the last
count, upwards of 80 percent—have lived this
law of love through the service you’ve per-
formed at schools and hospitals, international
relief agencies and local charities. Brennan is

just one example of what your class has accom-
plished. That’s incredibly impressive, a power-
ful testament to this institution.

Now you must carry the tradition forward.
Make it a way of life. Because when you serve,
it doesn’t just improve your community, it
makes you a part of your community. It breaks
down walls. It fosters cooperation. And when
that happens, when people set aside their dif-
ferences, even for a moment, to work in com-
mon effort toward a common goal, when they
struggle together, and sacrifice together, and
learn from one another, then all things are
possible.

After all, I stand here today, as President
and as an African American, on the 55th anni-
versary of the day that the Supreme Court
handed down the decision in Brown v. Board
of Education. Now, Brown was, of course, the
first major step in dismantling the “separate
but equal” doctrine, but it would take a num-
ber of years and a nationwide movement to
fully realize the dream of civil rights for all of
God’s children. There were freedom rides and
lunch counters and billy clubs; there was also a
Civil Rights Commission appointed by Presi-
dent Eisenhower. It was the 12 resolutions
recommended by this commission that would
ultimately become law in the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. 

There were six members of this commis-
sion. It included five whites and one African
American, Democrats and Republicans: two
southern Governors, the dean of a southern
law school, a midwestern university president,
and your own Father Ted Hesburgh, president
of Notre Dame. So they worked for 2 years,
and at times, President Eisenhower had to in-
tervene personally since no hotel or restaurant
in the South would serve the black and white
members of the commission together. And fi-
nally, when they reached an impasse in Louisi-
ana, Father Ted flew them all to Notre
Dame’s retreat in Land O’Lakes, Wisconsin,
where they eventually overcame their differ-
ences and hammered out a final deal. 

And years later, President Eisenhower
asked Father Ted how on Earth he was able to
broker an agreement between men of such
different backgrounds and beliefs. And Father
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Ted simply said that during their first dinner in
Wisconsin, they discovered they were all fisher-
men. [Laughter] And so he quickly readied a
boat for a twilight trip out on the lake. And they
fished, and they talked, and they changed the
course of history. 

Now, I will not pretend that the challenges
we face will be easy, or that the answers will
come quickly, or that all our differences and di-
visions will fade happily away, because life is not
that simple. It never has been. 

But as you leave here today, remember the
lessons of Cardinal Bernardin, of Father Hes-
burgh, of movements for change both large and
small. Remember that each of us, endowed
with the dignity possessed by all children of
God, has the grace to recognize ourselves in
one another, to understand that we all seek the

same love of family, the same fulfillment of a
life well lived. Remember that in the end, in
some way, we are all fishermen. 

If nothing else, that knowledge should give
us faith that through our collective labor, and
God’s providence, and our willingness to shoul-
der each other’s burdens, America will continue
on its precious journey towards that more per-
fect Union.

Congratulations, class of 2009. May God
bless you, and may God bless the United States
of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:06 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to E. Brennan Bollman,
class of 2009 valedictorian, University of Notre
Dame.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Indianapolis,
Indiana
May 17, 2009

The President. It is great to be back in Indi-
ana. We had a wonderful time up at Notre
Dame, and I told Father John that of all the
controversies surrounding my appearance, they
paled in comparison to what to do about the
football team. [Laughter] That’s an issue we
may not resolve within my 4 years——

Audience member. Eight!
The President. All right, well, maybe in 8 we

might get it done. 
Anyway, I am—it’s just wonderful to be here.

I see a lot of old friends, as well as new friends.
We’ve, obviously, have been working very hard
over the first 100 days to lay the foundation for
the kind of economy that’s going to work for all
Americans. And we’ve seen the kind of crisis
that we haven’t seen since the Great Depres-
sion, and yet, despite the enormous challenges,
I think that Washington has actually been a
pretty energized and hopeful time because
we’re getting things done. 

We got a Recovery Act passed. And thanks to
the wonderful Members of Congress who are
here, we’ve provided health insurance for chil-
dren who didn’t have it. Just this week alone
we’re going to be getting credit card reform

done. We’re going to get procurement reform
done that will save us $40 billion that’s been
wasted in Pentagon purchases. We’re going to
get anti-fraud measures. We’re going to get a
housing bill. 

This is all just in this work session just over
the last several weeks. And I thank both Mem-
bers of Congress, but most importantly, the
American people. They just want results. We’re
going to continue to go through some hard
times. This economy is not yet out of the woods.
We’re going to have enormous challenges get-
ting health care passed so that we’re driving
down costs and providing coverage for all
Americans. The challenges of the environment
and energy and climate change are things that
are going to be a heavy lift for a lot of folks. But
I believe that when you look back at the end of
this year, we’re going to be able to say that this
was one of the most productive legislative years
in the history of the United States of America.

And the reason is because of you. We could
not—first of all, I wouldn’t be there if it weren’t
for you. But what’s true for me is also true for
the wonderful Democratic Congressmen here.
If it weren’t for your steady support of the DNC
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and of the elections, we would not be success-
ful. 

We started my Presidential campaign 2½
years ago with this crazy idea that the Ameri-
can people wanted change. And nobody
thought we could accomplish what seemed
unimaginable at the time. And yet here we are
and not only did we win an election, but more
importantly, we’re starting to deliver on the
promises that were made. 

We’re going to continue to need your help.
We’re going to continue to need your support.

But I’m absolutely confident that we’re going
to get it done. And so I’m grateful to you, and I
look forward to being back in Indiana some-
time soon. 

All right, guys, appreciate you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:20 p.m. at the
Westin Indianapolis. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Father John I. Jenkins, president,
University of Notre Dame. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at a Keep Indiana Blue Fundraiser Event in Indianapolis
May 17, 2009

Hello, Indiana. It’s good to see you guys. It’s
good to see you. Hello, hello, hello. It is good
to be here. And it’s a pleasure to be with your
outstanding representatives in Congress, An-
dre Carson, Joe Donnelly, Brad Ellsworth,
Baron Hill; give it up for these outstanding
Members of Congress. We’re here to make
sure they can stay right where they belong, in
the United States Congress, representing your
hopes, representing your dreams, carrying
your voices to Washington, DC. 

It’s good to be back in Indiana. We spent a
little time in Indiana. It reminds me of why I
like getting out of Washington so much. Peo-
ple are friendly. [Laughter] It brings back a lot
of memories from all those days out here on
the campaign trail. So I want to start out to-
night by saying thank you, thank you to all of
you here in Indiana. I know that I’m here to-
night because of you, and folks like you across
this country who made the phone calls, and
knocked on the doors, and registered voters,
and dug deep and gave whatever you could,
because you were hungry for new ideas and
new leadership and a new kind of politics. And
that’s what we are trying to deliver right now
in Washington. 

You believed that after an era of selfishness
and greed, we could reclaim a sense of respon-
sibility from Main Street to Wall Street to
Washington. You believed that instead of huge
inequalities and bubbles that bust, we could
restore a sense of fairness and stability to our
economy and build a new foundation for last-

ing growth and prosperity. You believed that at
a time of war and turmoil, we could stand
strong against our enemies, stand strong for
our ideals, and show a new face of American
leadership around the world. That’s the
change you believed in, that’s the trust you
placed in me, that’s something that I will never
forget. 

But we know that winning that election was
just the beginning of our work. It wasn’t the
end, it was just the start, it was the end of the
beginning. That victory alone was not the
change that we sought, it was just the opportu-
nity to make the change. And I don’t know
about you, but I think it’s fair to say that over
these past 4 months, we have seized this op-
portunity.

To jump-start job creation and get our
economy moving again, we passed the most
ambitious economic recovery package in our
Nation’s history. We gave tax cuts to 95 per-
cent of working Americans and put back peo-
ple to work modernizing our health care sys-
tem, and rebuilding our crumbling roads and
bridges and transit systems, and investing in
renewable energy that could help boost our
economy and preserve our planet. 

We launched plans to stabilize our housing
market and unfreeze our credit markets and to
ensure the survival of our auto industry in this
new century. We passed a budget that will cut
our deficit in half while making investments to
spur long-term growth.
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We lifted the ban on Federal funding for
stem cell research. We expanded the Children’s
Health Insurance Program to cover 11 million
children in need. We passed a national service
bill to create hundreds of thousands of opportu-
nities to serve. We passed the Lilly Ledbetter
Fair Pay Act, the first bill I signed into law, be-
cause we believe in equal pay for equal work. 

So we’re making progress. And I’m pleased
with how far we’ve come, but I’m not satisfied.
I’m confident in the future, but I am not con-
tent, not when there’s still workers who are out
of a job and families who can’t pay the bills, not
when too many Americans can’t afford health
care and so many of our kids are being left be-
hind, not when our Nation has failed to lead the
world in developing 21st century energy. We’ve
come a long way, we can see some light on the
horizon, but we’ve got a much longer journey
ahead.

That’s why all of you are here tonight. That’s
why you’re digging deep again, even when
times are a little tight, why I know you’re going
to make those calls and knock on those doors
and get to the polls again next November, be-
cause we’ve got to make sure these four leaders
continue their devoted service to Indiana and to
America.

And that’s why I’m here tonight. That’s why
I’m here, because I can’t bring the change I
promised all by myself. I can’t rebuild our econ-
omy, and reform our health care system and our
education system, and preserve our environ-
ment, and keep our Nation safe if I’m all alone
in the Oval Office. That’s not how our democra-
cy works. 

I need partners in Congress, people who are
going to work hard every day to move this coun-
try forward. That’s why I’m supporting these
gentlemen. That’s why I believe in Andre Car-
son and Joe Donnelly and Brad Ellsworth and
Baron Hill. They serve their constituents and
this Nation with dedication and intelligence and
compassion and pride. They’re determined to
make a difference for the people they repre-
sent. 

More than ever before, we need their help;
America needs their help. We need their help
to build schools that meet high standards, and
close achievement gaps, and prepare our chil-

dren for the 21st century challenges that they’ll
confront, where we reward teachers for perfor-
mance and give them new pathways for ad-
vancement. And we need their help to reach
the goal that I’ve set for higher education in this
country, that by the year 2020, America will
once again have the highest proportion of col-
lege graduates in the world. We used to have
that distinction; we don’t anymore. We are go-
ing to get it back with the help of these four
gentlemen right here.

We need their help to pass a comprehensive
energy plan and climate bill that will finally re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil, cap carbon
pollution that threatens our health and our cli-
mate, a plan that will create millions of new jobs
producing wind turbines and solar panels and
the alternative fuels that will power the future.
Because we know that the nation that leads on
energy, on clean energy in the 21st century,
that’s the nation that will lead economically, and
America can and must be that nation. 

I need these gentlemen’s help to create a
21st century health care system that’s cutting
costs for families and businesses. I’ve already
met with representatives from the insurance
and drug companies, from doctors and hospitals
and labor unions. These groups, some of them
used to be fierce critics of health care reform
back in 1993, but today, they’ve pledged to do
their part to reduce the annual health care
spending growth rate by 1.5 percent, and cou-
pled with comprehensive reform, that could
save us up to $2 trillion—$2,500 per family ev-
ery year. And working with these Congressmen,
we’re going to do everything we can to achieve
comprehensive health care reform by the end
of this year. Are we going to get it done, gentle-
men? This is the year to get it done. 

And we need these gentlemen to help give
working people in this country a fair shake
again. To make sure our workers can be paid
fairly and treated fairly for the work that they
do. I’ve got to say a few words about where
we’re gathered tonight. It’s a fine establish-
ment. But there are workers here from India-
napolis hotels who are seeking to unionize, in-
cluding some right here at the Westin. And I
want to recognize these workers and offer my
support for their efforts. Where are they? Raise
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your hands, guys—right here. We appreciate
you. 

In these difficult times, our country will be
stronger if management and workers come to-
gether to resolve disputes and work together
to provide quality service. And workers should
never be punished for demanding the right to
collectively bargain. That’s not right; we won’t
stand for it. 

And finally, we need these four leaders to
help us restore fiscal discipline in Washington
so we don’t leave our children and grandchil-
dren with a mountain of debt. These are some
of the leaders in trying to get Washington to
take those responsibilities seriously. Already,
my administration has identified more than
100 Government programs that we can reduce
or eliminate, save $17 billion next year alone.
We’re going line by line through the budget,
page by page, looking for even more cuts. 

I’ve personally asked the leadership in Con-
gress to reinstate the pay-as-you-go rule that
we followed during the 1990s, a rule that will
help start, a rule that helped us start this new
century with a $236 billion surplus. You re-
member that? The idea is very simple: You
don’t spend what you don’t have. If you want
to spend, you need to find someplace else to
cut. That’s the rule that families across this
country follow every single day, and there’s no

reason why their Government shouldn’t do the
same.

So look, Indiana, we’re living through some
extraordinary times. We didn’t ask for the
challenges we face, but we’re determined to
answer the call to meet them, to cast aside the
old arguments, overcome the stubborn divi-
sions, to move forward as one people.

It won’t be easy, and there’s going to be set-
backs. It’s going to take time. This is going to
be a hard year, and next year is not going to be
so easy either. But I promise you that we will
get through this. I’ll always tell you the truth
about the challenges we face and the steps that
we’re taking, and I’ll continue to measure my
progress by the progress the American people
are seeing in their own everyday lives. 

And if you stand with me, if you stand with
Andre Carson and Joe Donnelly and Brad
Ellsworth and Baron Hill—[applause]—then I
know we will look back on this moment, at the
time that we came together to reclaim Ameri-
ca’s future, to write the next great chapter in
the American story. 

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:36 p.m. at the
Westin Indianapolis. Audio was not available
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel and an Exchange With Reporters
May 18, 2009

President Obama. Well, listen, I first of all
want to thank Prime Minister Netanyahu for
making this visit. I think we had a extraordi-
narily productive series of conversations, not
only between the two of us, but also at the staff
and agency levels.

Obviously, this reflects the extraordinary re-
lationship, the special relationship between
the United States and Israel. It is a stalwart al-
ly of the United States. We have historical ties,
emotional ties. As the only true democracy in
the Middle East, it is a source of admiration
and inspiration for the American people.

I have said from the outset that when it
comes to my policies towards Israel and the
Middle East that Israel’s security is para-
mount, and I repeated that to Prime Minister
Netanyahu. It is in U.S. national security inter-
ests to assure that Israel’s security as an inde-
pendent Jewish state is maintained.

One of the areas that we discussed is the
deepening concern around the potential pur-
suit of a nuclear weapon by Iran. It’s some-
thing the Prime Minister has been very vocal
in his concerns about, but is a concern that is
shared by his countrymen and women across
the political spectrum.
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I indicated to him the view of our administra-
tion that Iran is a country of extraordinary histo-
ry and extraordinary potential; that we want
them to be a full-fledged member of the inter-
national community and be in a position to pro-
vide opportunities and prosperity for their peo-
ple, but that the way to achieve those goals is
not through the pursuit of a nuclear weapon.
And I indicated to Prime Minister Netanyahu
in private what I have said publicly, which is
that Iran obtaining a nuclear weapon would not
only be a threat to Israel and a threat to the
United States, but would be profoundly desta-
bilizing in the international community as a
whole and could set off a nuclear arms race in
the Middle East that would be extraordinarily
dangerous for all concerned, including for Iran.

We are engaged in a process to reach out to
Iran and persuade them that it is not in their in-
terest to pursue a nuclear weapon and that they
should change course. But I assured the Prime
Minister that we are not foreclosing a range of
steps, including much stronger international
sanctions, in assuring that Iran understands that
we are serious. And obviously, the Prime Minis-
ter emphasized his seriousness around this issue
as well. And I’ll allow him to speak for himself
on that subject.

We also had an extensive discussion about
the possibilities of restarting serious negotia-
tions on the issue of Israel and the Palestinians.
I have said before and I will repeat again that it
is, I believe, in the interest not only of the Pal-
estinians, but also the Israelis and the United
States and the international community, to
achieve a two-state solution in which Israelis
and Palestinians are living side by side in peace
and security.

We have seen progress stalled on this front,
and I suggested to the Prime Minister that he
has a historic opportunity to get a serious move-
ment on this issue during his tenure. That
means that all the parties involved have to take
seriously obligations that they’ve previously
agreed to. Those obligations were outlined in
the roadmap; they were discussed extensively in
Annapolis. And I think that we can—that there
is no reason why we should not seize this oppor-
tunity and this moment for all the parties con-
cerned to take seriously those obligations and to

move forward in a way that assures Israel’s se-
curity, that stops the terrorist attacks that have
been such a source of pain and hardship, that
we can stop rocket attacks on Israel, but that al-
so allow Palestinians to govern themselves as an
independent state, that allows economic devel-
opment to take place, that allows them to make
serious progress in meeting the aspirations of
their people. And I am confident that in the
days, weeks, and months to come, that we are
going to be able to make progress on that issue. 

So let me just summarize by saying that I
think Prime Minister Netanyahu has the benefit
of having served as Prime Minister previously.
He has both youth and wisdom——

Prime Minister Netanyahu. I’ll dispute youth,
but that’s good.

President Obama. ——and I think is in a po-
sition to achieve the security objectives of Isra-
el, but also bring about a historic peace. And
I’m confident that he’s going to seize this mo-
ment. And the United States is going to do ev-
erything we can to be constructive, effective
partners in this process. 

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Netanyahu. President

Obama, thank you. Thank you for your friend-
ship to Israel and your friendship to me. You’re
a great leader, a great leader of the United
States, a great leader of the world, a great friend
of Israel, and someone who is acutely cognizant
of our security concerns. And the entire people
of Israel appreciate it, and I speak on their be-
half.

We met before, but this is the first time that
we’re meeting as President and as Prime Minis-
ter. And so I was particularly pleased in your re-
affirmation of the special relationship between
Israel and the United States. We share the same
goal, and we face the same threats. The com-
mon goal is peace. Everybody in Israel, as in the
United States, wants peace. The common
threat we face are terrorist regimes and organi-
zations that seek to undermine the peace and
endanger both our peoples.

In this context, the worst danger we face is
that Iran would develop nuclear military capa-
bilities. Iran openly calls for our destruction,
which is unacceptable in any standard. It threat-
ens the moderate Arab regimes in the Middle
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East. It threatens U.S. interests worldwide.
But if Iran were to acquire nuclear weapons, it
could give a nuclear umbrella to terrorists, or
worse, it could actually give terrorists nuclear
weapons. And that would put us all in great
peril. So in that context, I very much appreci-
ate, Mr. President, your firm commitment to
ensure that Iran does not develop nuclear mil-
itary capability, and also your statement that
you’re leaving all options on the table.

I share with you very much the desire to
move the peace process forward. And I want
to start peace negotiations with the Palestin-
ians immediately. I would like to broaden the
circle of peace to include others in the Arab
world, if we could, Mr. President, so this—[in-
audible]—but one that we shouldn’t let go,
may be peace with the entire Arab world.

I want to make it clear that we don’t want to
govern the Palestinians. We want to live in
peace with them. We want them to govern
themselves, absent a handful of powers that
could endanger the state of Israel. And for this
there has to be a clear goal. The goal has to be
an end to conflict. There will have to be com-
promises by Israelis and Palestinians alike.
We’re ready to do our share. We hope the Pal-
estinians will do their share as well. If we re-
sume negotiations, as we plan to do, then I
think that the Palestinians will have to recog-
nize Israel as a Jewish state, will have to also
enable Israel to have the means to defend it-
self. And if those conditions are met, Israel’s
security conditions are met, and there’s recog-
nition of Israel’s legitimacy, its permanent le-
gitimacy, then I think we can envision an ar-
rangement where Palestinians and Israelis live
side by side in dignity, in security, and in
peace.

And I look forward, Mr. President, to work-
ing with you, a true friend of Israel, to the
achievement of our common goals, which are
security, prosperity, and above all, peace.

President Obama. Thank you. We’re going
to take a couple of questions. We’re going to
start with Steve [Steven Hurst, Associated
Press].

Iran

Q. Mr. President, you spoke at length, as
did the Prime Minister, about Iran’s nuclear
program. Your program of engagement, policy
of engagement, how long is that going to last?
Is there a deadline?

President Obama. You know, I don’t want to
set an artificial deadline. I think it’s important
to recognize that Iran is in the midst of its own
elections. As I think all of you, since you’re all
political reporters, are familiar with, election
time is not always the best time to get business
done. Their elections will be completed in
June, and we are hopeful that, at that point,
there is going to be a serious process of en-
gagement, first through the P–5-plus-one pro-
cess that’s already in place, potentially through
additional direct talks between the United
States and Iran.

I want to reemphasize what I said earlier,
that I believe it is not only in the interest of the
international community that Iran not develop
nuclear weapons, I firmly believe it is in Iran’s
interest not to develop nuclear weapons, be-
cause it would trigger a nuclear arms race in
the Middle East and be profoundly destabiliz-
ing in all sorts of ways. Iran can achieve its in-
terests of security and international respect
and prosperity for its people through other
means, and I am prepared to make what I be-
lieve will be a persuasive argument that there
should be a different course to be taken.

The one thing we’re also aware of is the fact
that the history, at least, of negotiations with
Iran, is that there is a lot of talk but not always
action and followthrough. And that’s why it is
important for us, I think, without having set an
artificial deadline, to be mindful of the fact
that we’re not going to have talks forever.
We’re not going to create a situation in which
talks become an excuse for inaction while Iran
proceeds with developing a nuclear—and de-
ploying a nuclear weapon. That’s something,
obviously, Israel is concerned about, but it’s al-
so an issue of concern for the United States
and for the international community as a
whole.

My expectation would be that if we can be-
gin discussions soon, shortly after the Iranian
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elections, we should have a fairly good sense by
the end of the year as to whether they are mov-
ing in the right direction and whether the par-
ties involved are making progress and that
there’s a good faith effort to resolve differences.
That doesn’t mean that every issue would be re-
solved by that point, but it does mean that we’ll
probably be able to gauge and do a reassess-
ment by the end of the year of this approach.
Okay?

Do you want to call on of your——

U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Aren’t you con-
cerned that your outstretched hand has been
interpreted by extremists, especially Ahmadi-
nejad, Nasrallah, Meshal, as weakness? And
since my colleague already asked about the
deadline, if engagement fails, what then, Mr.
President?

President Obama. Well, it’s not clear to me
why my outstretched hand would be interpret-
ed as weakness.

Q. Qatar, an example.
President Obama. I’m sorry?
Q. The example of Qatar. They would have

preferred to be on your side, and then moved to
the extremists, to Iran.

President Obama. Oh, I think—yes, I’m not
sure about that interpretation. Look, we’ve
been in office a little over a hundred days now,
close to 4 months. We have put forward a clear
principle that where we can resolve issues
through negotiations and diplomacy, we should.
We didn’t expect, and I don’t think anybody in
the international community or anybody in the
Middle East, for that matter, would expect that
30 years of antagonism and suspicion between
Iran and the United States would be resolved in
4 months. So we think it’s very important for us
to give this a chance.

Now, understand that part of the reason that
it’s so important for us to take a diplomatic ap-
proach is that the approach that we’ve been tak-
ing, which is no diplomacy, obviously, has not
worked. Nobody disagrees with that. Hamas
and Hizballah have gotten stronger. Iran has
been pursuing its nuclear capabilities undimin-
ished. And so not talking, that clearly hasn’t
worked. That’s what’s been tried. And so what

we’re going to do is try something new, which is
actually engaging and reaching out to the Irani-
ans.

The important thing is to make sure that
there is a clear timetable of at which point we
say these talks don’t seem to be making any se-
rious progress. It hasn’t been tried before, so
we don’t want to prejudge that, but as I said, by
the end of the year, I think we should have
some sense as to whether or not these discus-
sions are starting to yield significant benefits,
whether we’re starting to see serious movement
on the part of the Iranians.

If that hasn’t taken place, then I think the in-
ternational community will see that it’s not the
United States or Israel or other countries that
are seeking to isolate or victimize Iran. Rather,
it is Iran itself, which is isolating itself by willing
to—being unwilling to engage in serious discus-
sions about how they can preserve their security
without threatening other people’s security,
which, ultimately, is what we want to achieve. 

It would—we want to achieve a situation
where all countries in the region can pursue
economic development and commercial ties
and trade and do so without the threat that their
populations are going to be subject to bombs
and destruction. That’s what I think the Prime
Minister is interested in, that’s what I’m inter-
ested in, and I hope that ends up being what
the ruling officials in Iran are interested in as
well.

Don Gonyea [National Public Radio].
Where’s Don?

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Right here. Thank you. Mr. President,
Mr. Prime Minister, can you each react to King
Abdullah’s statement of a week ago that we re-
ally are at a critical place in the conflict, and
that if this moment isn’t seized and if a peace
isn’t achieved now, soon, that in a year, year and
a half, we could see renewed major conflict,
perhaps war? And do you agree with that as-
sessment?

President Obama. Why don’t you start?
Prime Minister Netanyahu. I think we have

to seize the moment, and I think we’re fortu-
nate in having a leader like President Obama
and a new Government in Israel and perhaps a
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new understanding in the Arab world that I
haven’t seen in my lifetime. And you’re very
kind to be calling me young, but I’m more
than half a century old, and in my 59 years in
the life of the Jewish state, there’s never been
a time when Arabs and Israelis see a common
threat the way we see it today and also see the
need to join together in working towards
peace while simultaneously defending our-
selves against this common threat.

I think we have ways to capitalize on this
sense of urgency, and we’re prepared to move
with the President and with others in the Arab
world if they’re prepared to move as well. And
I think the important thing that we discussed,
among other things, is how to buttress the Is-
raeli-Palestinian peace tracks, which we want
to resume right away, with participation from
others in the Arab world, how we give confi-
dence to each other that we’re changing the
reality, changing the reality on the ground,
changing political realities top-down as well,
while we work to broaden the circle of peace.
So I think that the sense of urgency that King
Abdullah expressed is shared by me and
shared by many others, and I definitely know
it’s shared by President Obama.

President Obama. Look, I think there’s an
extraordinary opportunity, and the Prime Min-
ister said it well. You have Arab States in the
region—the Jordanians, the Egyptians, the
Saudis—who, I think, are looking for an op-
portunity to break this long-standing impasse
but aren’t sure how to do it and share concerns
about Iran’s potential development of a nucle-
ar weapon. In order for us to, potentially, re-
align interests in the region in a constructive
way, “bolstering,” to use the Prime Minister’s
word, the Palestinian-Israeli peace track is
critical.

It will not be easy. It never has been easy.
In discussions, I don’t think the Prime Minis-
ter would mind me saying to him—or saying
publically what I said privately, which is that
there is a recognition that the Palestinians are
going to have to do a better job providing the
kinds of security assurances that Israelis would
need to achieve a two-state solution; that, you
know, the leadership of the Palestinians will
have to gain additional legitimacy and credibil-

ity with their own people and delivering ser-
vices. And that’s something that the United
States and Israel can be helpful in seeing them
accomplish.

The other Arab States have to be more sup-
portive and be bolder in seeking potential nor-
malization with Israel. And next week, I will
have the Palestinian Authority President, Ab-
bas, as well as President Mubarak, here, and I
will deliver that message to them.

Now, Israel is going to have to take some
difficult steps as well. And I shared with the
Prime Minister the fact that under the road-
map and under Annapolis that there’s a clear
understanding that we have to make progress
on settlements, that settlements have to be
stopped in order for us to move forward.
That’s a difficult issue. I recognize that, but it’s
an important one, and it has to be addressed.

I think the humanitarian situation in Gaza
has to be addressed. Now, I was along the bor-
der in Sderot and saw the evidence of weapons
that had been raining down on the heads of in-
nocents in those Israeli cities, and that’s unac-
ceptable. And so we’ve got to work with the
Egyptians to deal with the smuggling of weap-
ons, and it has to be meaningful, because no
prime minister of any country is going to toler-
ate missiles raining down on their citizens’
heads.

On the other hand, the fact is, is that if the
people of Gaza have no hope, if they can’t
even get clean water at this point, if the border
closures are so tight that it is impossible for re-
construction and humanitarian efforts to take
place, then that is not going to be a recipe for
Israel’s long-term security or a constructive
peace track to move forward.

So all these things are going to have to come
together, and it’s going to be difficult, but the
one thing that I’ve committed to the Prime
Minister is, we are going to be engaged. The
United States is going to roll up our sleeves;
we want to be a strong partner in this process.

I have great confidence in Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s political skills, but also his histori-
cal vision and his recognition that during the
years that he is Prime Minister this second go-
around, he is probably going to be confronted
with as many important decisions about the
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long-term strategic interests of Israel as any
Prime Minister that we’ve seen in a very long
time. And I have great confidence that he’s go-
ing to rise to the occasion, and I actually think
that you’re going to see movement in—among
Arab States that we have not seen before.

But the trick is to try to coordinate all this in
a very delicate political environment. And that’s
why I’m so pleased to have George Mitchell,
who is standing behind the scrum there, as our
special envoy, because I’m very confident that
as somebody who was involved in equally deli-
cate negotiations in Northern Ireland, he is
somebody who recognizes that if you apply pa-
tience and determination and you keep your
eye on the long-term goal that the Prime Minis-
ter articulated, which is a wide-ranging peace,
not a grudging peace, not a transitory peace,
but a wide-ranging, regional peace, that we can
make great progress. Okay?

Israel/Iran/Palestinian Authority

Q. Mr. President, the Israeli Prime Minister
and the Israeli administration have said on
many occasions—on some occasions that only if
the Iranian threat will be solved, they can
achieve real progress on the Palestinian threat.
Do you agree with that kind of linkage?

And to the Israeli Prime Minister, you were
speaking about the political track. Are you will-
ing to get into final status issues, negotiations
like borders, like Jerusalem, in the near future,
based on the two-states solution? And do you
still hold this opinion about the linkage between
the Iranian threat and your ability to achieve
any progress on the Palestinian threat?

President Obama. Well, let me say this.
There’s no doubt that it is difficult for any Israe-
li Government to negotiate in a situation in
which they feel under immediate threat. That’s
not conducive to negotiations. And as I’ve said
before, I recognize Israel’s legitimate concerns
about the possibility of Iran obtaining a nuclear
weapon when they have a President who has in
the past said that Israel should not exist. That
would give any leader of any country pause.

Having said that, if there is a linkage between
Iran and the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, I
personally believe it actually runs the other way.
To the extent that we can make peace with the

Palestinians—between the Palestinians and the
Israelis, then I actually think it strengthens our
hand in the international community in dealing
with a potential Iranian threat.

Having said that, I think that dealing with
Iran’s potential nuclear capacity is something
that we should be doing even if there already
was peace between the Israelis and the Pales-
tinians. And I think that pursuing Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace is something that is in Israel’s secu-
rity interests and the United States national se-
curity interests, even if Iran was not pursuing a
nuclear weapon. They’re both important.

And we have to move aggressively on both
fronts. And I think that based on my conversa-
tions with Prime Minister Netanyahu, he agrees
with me that they’re both important. That’s not
to say that he’s not making a calculation, as he
should, about what are some of the most imme-
diate threats to Israeli’s security, and I under-
stand that.

But, look, imagine how much less mischief a
Hizballah or a Hamas could do if in fact we had
moved a Palestinian-Israeli track in a direction
that gave the Palestinian people hope. And if
Hizballah and Hamas is weakened, imagine
how that impacts Iran’s ability to make mischief
and vice versa. I mean, so obviously, these
things are related, but they are important sepa-
rately. And I’m confident that the United
States, working with Israel, can make progress
on both fronts.

Prime Minister Netanyahu. Thank you.
We’ve had extraordinarily friendly and con-
structive talks here today, and I’m very grateful
to you, Mr. President, for that. We want to
move peace forward, and we want to ward off
the great threats.

There isn’t a policy linkage, and that’s what I
hear the President saying, and that’s what I’m
saying too. And I’ve always said, there’s not a
policy linkage between pursuing simultaneously
peace between Israel and the Palestinians and
the rest of the Arab world and trying to deal
with removing the threat of a nuclear Iran.

There are causal links. The President talked
about one of them. It would help, obviously,
unite a broad front against Iran if we had peace
between Israel and the Palestinians. And con-
versely, if Iran went nuclear, it would threaten
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the progress towards peace and destabilize the
entire area and threaten existing peace agree-
ments.

So it’s very clear to us. I think we actual-
ly—we don’t see closely on this; we see exactly
eye to eye on this, that we want to move simul-
taneously and then parallel on two fronts: the
front of peace and the front of preventing Iran
from acquiring nuclear capabilities.

On the front of peace, the important thing
for me is to resume negotiations as rapidly as
possible, and to—and my view is less one of
terminology, but one of substance. And I ask
myself, what do we end up with? If we end up
with another Gaza—the President has de-
scribed to you there’s rockets falling out of Ga-
za—that is something we don’t want to hap-
pen, because a terror base next to our cities
that doesn’t call—recognize Israel’s existence,
calls for our destruction, and asks for our de-
struction is not our view of peace. 

If, however, the Palestinians recognize Isra-
el as the Jewish state, if they fight terror, if
they educate their children for peace and to a
better future, then I think we can come at a
substantive solution that allows the two peo-
ples to live side by side in security and peace

and, I add, prosperity, because I’m a great be-
liever in this.

So I think the terminology will take care of
itself, if we have the substantive understand-
ing. And I think we can move forward on this.
I have great confidence in your leadership,
Mr. President, and in your friendship to my
country and in your championing of peace and
security. And the answer is, both come togeth-
er; peace and security are intertwined. They’re
inseparable.

And I look forward, Mr. President, to work-
ing with you to achieve both.

President Obama. Good. Thank you, every-
body.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Mohamed
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; U.S. Special Envoy
for Middle East Peace George J. Mitchell; and
President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran.
Prime Minister Netanyahu referred to King
Abdullah II of Jordan. A reporter referred to
Hassan Nasrallah, leader of the Lebanese po-
litical-paramilitary organization Hizballah; and
Khaled Meshal, leader of the Palestinian polit-
ical-paramilitary organization Hamas.

Statement on Haitian Flag Day
May 18, 2009

The United States and Haiti share a deeply
intertwined history and a long standing friend-
ship. In 1779, freemen from the French colo-
ny of Saint Domingue, now the Republic of
Haiti, came to the aid of American patriots
fighting for freedom at the Siege of Savannah.
Today, we remain connected by a Haitian
American community that contributes greatly
to the economic, social, cultural, scientific, and

academic fabric of the United States and by
my administration’s steadfast commitment to
come to the aid of those in Haiti working to
ensure that Haiti’s future is stable, sustainable,
and prosperous. On this Haitian Flag Day, I
am proud to send my warm wishes and those
of the American people to the people of Haiti
and the Haitian Diaspora as they celebrate
during Haitian Heritage Month.

Remarks on Fuel Efficiency Standards
May 19, 2009

Thank you very much. Thank you. Please,
everybody have a seat. What an extraordinary
day. The sun is out because good things are
happening. Before I get started, just some

preliminary introductions, I’ll probably repeat
them in my formal remarks, but I want to
make sure that I acknowledge some people
who have been critical to this effort and
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critical to so many efforts at the State and
Federal levels.

First of all, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who has
just been cracking the whip and, you know,
making Congress so productive over these last
several days; we are grateful for her. My won-
derful Secretary of Transportation, Ray La-
Hood, is in the house; Lisa Jackson, the out-
standing Administrator of EPA. Some of the
finest Governors in the country are here. Let
me take them in order of good looks—sorry, Ar-
nold—[laughter]—Jennifer Granholm of Mich-
igan, Governor Deval Patrick of Massachusetts,
and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger of Cali-
fornia. 

Barbara Boxer just had to leave—but the
head of the Environment Committee in the
Senate, who’s done just outstanding work. And
Senators Feinstein, Levin, and Stabenow
couldn’t be here because they’re busy voting on
credit card legislation that we’re going to get
done before Memorial Day. And we’ve got two
outstanding Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives: John Dingell—where’s John?—right
here—the dean of the House and—who’s done
so much extraordinary work around these issues
and Sandy Levin. Please give them a round of
applause. 

I also want to mention Ron Gettelfinger of
the UAW, our president, who’s just been a great
leader during some very trying times in the auto
industry, and Carol Browner, who helped to
make this all happen today. Please give Carol
Browner a big round of applause. 

Since I’m acknowledging everybody—I’m in
a voluble mood today—[laughter]—let me go
ahead and acknowledge my other members of
the Cabinet who are here who are part of our
energy green team and do just outstanding
work on an ongoing basis: first of all, my Secre-
tary of Labor, Hilda Solis; the guy who’s just
cleaning up the Department of Interior and do-
ing an extraordinary job, Ken Salazar; our head
of HUD, Shaun Donovan; and our Commerce
Secretary, Gary Locke. 

Now, thank you all for coming to the White
House today and for coming together around
what I consider to be a historic agreement to
help America break its dependence on oil, re-

duce harmful pollution, and begin the transition
to a clean energy economy.

This is an extraordinary gathering. Here we
have today standing behind me, along with Ron
Gettelfinger and leadership of the UAW, we
have 10 of the world’s largest auto manufactur-
ers; we have environmental advocates as well as
elected officials from all across the country.

And this gathering is all the more extraordi-
nary for what these diverse groups, despite dis-
parate interests and previous disagreements,
have worked together to achieve. For the first
time in history, we have set in motion a national
policy aimed at both increasing gas mileage and
decreasing greenhouse gas pollution for all new
trucks and cars sold in the United States of
America. And I want to applaud the leadership
of the folks at the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Department of Transportation, and
the White House Office of Energy and Climate
Change, who’ve worked around the clock on
this proposal which has now been embraced by
so many.

Now, in the past, an agreement such as this
would have been considered impossible. It’s no
secret that these are folks who’ve occasionally
been at odds for years, even decades. [Laugh-
ter] In fact, some of the groups here have been
embroiled in lawsuits against one another. So
that gives you a sense of how impressive and
significant it is that these leaders from across
the country are willing to set aside the past for
the sake of the future.

For what everyone here believes, even as
views differ on many important issues, is that
the status quo is no longer acceptable. While
the United States makes up less than 5 percent
of the world’s population, we create roughly a
quarter of the world’s demand for oil. And this
appetite comes at a tremendous price, a price
measured by our vulnerability to volatile oil
markets, which send gas prices soaring and fam-
ilies scrambling. It’s measured by a trade deficit
where as much as 20 percent of what we spend
on imports is spent on oil. It’s measured in bil-
lions of dollars sent to oil-exporting nations,
many that we do not choose to support, if we
had a choice. It’s measured in a changing cli-
mate, as sea levels rise and droughts spread,
forests burns and storms rage.
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And what is all the more tragic is that we’ve
known about these costs in one way or another
since the gas shortages of the 1970s. And yet
all too little has been done. Calls for action rise
and fall with the price of a barrel of oil. Worn
arguments are traded across entrenched di-
vides, urgency fades, complacency grows, and
time passes.

As a result, we have done little to increase
the fuel efficiency of America’s cars and trucks
for decades. Think about this. Consider how
much has changed all around us. Think of how
much faster our computers have become.
Think about how much more productive our
workers are. Think about how everything has
been transformed by our capacity to see the
world as it is, but also to imagine a world as it
could be.

And that’s what’s been missing in this de-
bate for too long, and that’s why this an-
nouncement is so important, for it represents
not only a change in policy in Washington, but
the harbinger of a change in the ways business
is done in Washington. No longer will we ac-
cept the notion that our politics are too small,
our Nation too divided, our people too weary
of broken promises and lost opportunities to
take up a historic calling. No longer will we ac-
cept anything less than a common effort made
in good faith to solve our toughest problems.
And this is what this agreement seeks to
achieve.

Right now the rules governing fuel econo-
my in this country are inadequate, uncertain,
and in flux. First, there is the standard for fuel
economy administered by the Department of
Transportation. On top of that, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, in response to a de-
cision by the Supreme Court, may have to set
limits on greenhouse gas emissions from vehi-
cles, establishing another standard. California
has sought permission under the Clean Air Act
to require that vehicles sold in California meet
yet another, even stricter emission rule. And
13 States and the District of Columbia have
agreed to adopt California greenhouse gas re-
ductions if the permission, called a waiver, is
granted.

Now, car companies might then face three
different sets of overlapping requirements,

one administered by the Department of
Transportation, one administered by the EPA,
and still a third administered by California and
13 other States. This proposed national policy,
under the leadership of two agencies and
bringing together 14 States, 10 companies, as
well as auto workers and environmental
groups, changes all that. The goal is to set one
national standard that will rapidly increase fuel
efficiency, without compromising safety, by an
average of 5 percent each year between 2012
and 2016, building on the 2011 standard my
administration set shortly after taking office.

A series of major lawsuits will be dropped in
support of this new national standard. The
State of California has also agreed to support
this standard, and I want to applaud California
and Governor Schwarzenegger and the entire
California delegation for their extraordinary
leadership. They have led the way on this, as
they have in so many other efforts to protect
the environment. In addition, because the De-
partment of Transportation and EPA will
adopt the same rule, we will avoid an ineffi-
cient and ineffective system of regulations that
separately govern the fuel economy of autos
and the carbon emissions they produce.

And at a time of historic crisis in our auto
industry, when domestic auto manufacturers
are making painful choices and restructuring
their businesses to be viable in the future, this
rule provides the clear certainty that will allow
these companies to plan for a future in which
they are building the cars of the 21st century.

Yes, it costs money to develop these vehi-
cles, but even as the price to build these cars
and trucks goes up, the cost of driving these
vehicles will go down as drivers save money at
the pump. And this is a point I want to empha-
size: If you buy a car, your investment in a
more fuel-efficient vehicle, as a result of this
standard, will pay off in just 3 years. In 3 years
time, you will have paid off the additional in-
vestment required. So this is a winning propo-
sition for folks looking to buy a car. In fact,
over the life of a vehicle, the trip—typical driv-
er would save about $2,800 by getting better
gas mileage.

And the fact is, everyone wins. Consumers
pay less for fuel, which means less money
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going overseas and more money to save or
spend here at home. The economy as a whole
runs more efficiently by using less oil and
producing less pollution. And companies like
those here today have new incentives to create
the technologies and the jobs that will provide
smarter ways to power our vehicles.

And that’s why, in the next 5 years, we’re
seeking to raise fuel-economy standards to an
industry average of 35.5 miles per gallon in
2016, an increase of more than 8 miles per gal-
lon per vehicle. That’s an unprecedented
change, exceeding the demands of Congress
and meeting the most stringent requirements
sought by many of the environmental advocates
represented here today.

As a result, we will save 1.8 billion barrels of
oil over the lifetime of the vehicles sold in the
next 5 years. Just to give you a sense of magni-
tude, that’s more oil than we imported last year
from Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, Libya, and Nige-
ria combined. Here’s another way of looking at
it: This is the projected equivalent of taking 58
million cars off the road for an entire year.

I also want to note that the agreement we
have announced today is part of a far larger ef-
fort. In fact, on the other end of Pennsylvania
Avenue, Henry Waxman is chairing a meeting
of the Energy and Commerce Committee,
which is working on an equally historic energy
bill that will not only help our dependence on
foreign oil, prevent the worst consequences of
climate change, and build a clean energy econo-
my but will provide more than $15 billion to
help build the cars and trucks of the future right
here in America.

And the recovery plan we’ve put in place, as
well as the budget that builds on it, makes his-
toric investments in a clean energy economy,
doubling our capacity to generate renewable
energy like wind and solar, investing in new bat-
tery technologies for plug-in hybrids, and build-
ing a smarter, stronger grid on which the
homes, businesses, and vehicles of the future
will run.

Now, too often lost in the back-and-forth of
Washington politics, absent in arguments where
the facts opponents use depend on the conclu-
sions they’ve already reached, absent all that is

this: Ending our dependence on oil, indeed,
ending our dependence on fossil fuels repre-
sents perhaps the most difficult challenge we
have ever faced, not as a party, not as a set of
separate interests, but as a people.

We have, over the course of decades, slowly
built an economy that runs on oil. It has given
us much of what we have, for good, but also for
ill. It has transformed the way we live and work,
but it’s also wreaked havoc on our climate. It
has helped create gains in prosperity unprece-
dented in history, but it also places our future in
jeopardy.

Ending this dependence will take time. It
will take an incredible effort. It will take a his-
toric investment in innovation. But more than
anything, it will take a willingness to look past
our differences, to act in good faith, to refuse to
continue the failures of the past, and to take on
this challenge together, for the benefit not just
of this generation, but generations to come.

All the people who have gathered here today,
all the auto executives, all our outstanding elect-
ed officials and appointees, Ron Gettelfinger,
Members of Congress, Governors, all these
folks here today have demonstrated that this
kind of common effort is possible. They’ve cre-
ated the template for more progress in the
months and years to come. Everything is possi-
ble when we’re working together, and we’re off
to a great start. 

So thank you everybody. Appreciate it. 

[At this point, the President greeted participants
of the event on stage. He then returned to the
podium and continued as follows.]

By the way, I just want to mention, I think I
still have my Ford parked in Chicago. [Laugh-
ter] It’s a Ford hybrid—runs great. You guys
should take a look. [Laughter] But there are al-
so some outstanding hybrids and energy-inde-
pendent cars represented up here, so I didn’t
want to just advertise for one. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ron Gettelfinger, presi-
dent, International Union, United Automobile,
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Aerospace and Agricultural Implement Work-
ers of America (UAW); and Assistant to the

President for Energy and Climate Change
Carol M. Browner.

Remarks Following a Meeting on the United States Nonproliferation Policy
May 19, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. I just had
a wonderful discussion with four of the most
preeminent national security thinkers that we
have, a bipartisan group of George Shultz,
Henry Kissinger, Bill Perry, and Sam Nunn,
all who’ve come together and helped inspire
policies of this administration in a speech that
I gave to Prague, which set forward a long-
term vision of a world without nuclear weap-
ons. 

I don’t think anybody would accuse these
four gentlemen of being dreamers. They’re
hard-headed, tough defenders of American in-
terests and American security. But what they
have come together to help galvanize is a rec-
ognition that we do not want a world of contin-
ued nuclear proliferation, and that in order for
us to meet the security challenges of the fu-
ture, America has to take leadership in this ar-
ea.

This is particularly true at a time when
countries like North Korea and Iran are in the
process of developing nuclear weapons capaci-
ty, at a time when we see a country like Paki-
stan with a large nuclear arsenal on the other
side of a long-running conflict in the subconti-
nent with India, at a time when terrorist orga-
nizations like Al Qaida are trying to seek fissile
material. It is absolutely imperative that Amer-
ica takes leadership, working with not just our
Russian counterparts, but countries all around
the world, to reduce and ultimately eliminate
the dangers that are posed by nuclear weap-
ons.

And we can take some very specific steps in
order to do this. We can revitalize our Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. We can work with
the Russians, as the two countries with by far
the largest nuclear stockpiles, to continue to
reduce our dependence on nuclear weapons.
We can move forward on a comprehensive test
ban treaty. It’s going to require more work,
but I think that we can get something accom-
plished there and we can lock down loose nu-

clear weapons that could fall into the hands of
terrorists.

We are going to be pushing this as one of
our highest priorities, to take specific steps,
measurable steps, verifiable steps, to make
progress on this issue, even as we keep a long-
term perspective and a long-term vision about
what can be achieved. And we can think of no
better advisers, counselors, and partners in
this process than the four gentlemen who
joined us here today.

We also think this is a reminder of the long
tradition of bipartisan foreign policy that has
been the hallmark of America at moments of
greatest need, and that’s the kind of spirit that
we hope will be reflected in our administra-
tion.

So with that, let me just allow George to
make a brief statement on behalf of the group.

Former Secretary of State George Schultz.
All four of us support enthusiastically what the
President is doing, as expressed eloquently in
his speech in Prague. First of all, we all noted
on your White House web site that the first
sentence was: “We will work for a world free
of nuclear weapons.” That’s the vision we all
support.

The second sentence is: “As long as nuclear
weapons are around, we will be sure we have a
strong deterrent ourselves.” So we support
that notion that we must be conscious of our
national security all the way along to zero.

Then we were really impressed to see that
you had such a constructive meeting with the
President of Russia. And there the two of you,
the countries with most of the—over 90 per-
cent of the nuclear weapons, pledged together
to seek a world free of nuclear weapons.

And in your Prague speech, you linked the
vision to steps, and you identified a few of the
steps. And we think that’s just the way to
proceed, that there is an interaction between
the vision, which you need, which requires you
to think of the steps and know where you’re
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going and the steps which need to be taken to
show that the vision has a reality to it, and we’re
getting there.

So all four of us, Mr. President, support what
you’re doing. I would only have one word of
slight disagreement. You said that you welcome
the fact that this is bipartisan. And, well, it is. At
the same time, I think all of us have said, when
people have told that to us, that it’s really non-
partisan. This is a subject that ought to some-
how get up above trying to get a partisan advan-
tage. And it’s of such importance that we need
to take it on its own merits. And that’s the way
we’ve proceeded. And that’s the way, at least it
seems to us, you’ve proceeded.

The President. Thank you so much, George.
And thank you all, gentlemen, for joining us.
This is going to be an ongoing collaboration.
We’re very grateful to them. And we’re grateful
to you guys for taking time to listen.

Thanks a lot.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:38 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Participating
in the meeting were former Secretary of State
George P. Schultz; former Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger; former Secretary of De-
fense William J. Perry; and former Sen. Samuel
A. Nunn, Jr. Former Secretary of State Schultz
referred to President Dmitry A. Medvedev of
Russia. Audio was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring National Small Business Award Winners
May 19, 2009

The President. Well, thank you very much.
Good afternoon, everybody.

Audience members. Good afternoon.
The President. And thank you, Lisa. I think

you can see that she’s pretty good at making a
pitch. [Laughter] And we’re grateful for sharing
your story and your enthusiasm with all of us,
and congratulations to you and everybody who
is being honored here today as some of Ameri-
ca’s most outstanding business owners and
lenders and counselors and coaches.

I want, also, all of you to know that I am so
pleased with my selection as SBA Administra-
tor. Karen Mills is somebody who is passionate
about small business; she understands the ins
and outs of it, the nuances of it. She is fighting
for bringing SBA into the 21st century. And so I
think you’ll find just an outstanding partner in
her, please give her a big round of applause.

Running a successful small business is im-
pressive in any year, but it’s especially impres-
sive this year, at this moment when we’re facing
the most serious economic downturn in genera-
tions. And I know what you do isn’t easy. I know
that for every contract you’ve won, every sale
that you’ve made and job you’ve created, you’ve
had plenty of setbacks and false starts and late
nights wondering how on Earth you’re going to

keep everything together and why you decided
to take this path in the first place.

But you kept going. You scrimped and you
saved and you borrowed and you improvised.
And your failures didn’t discourage you, they
educated you and they motivated you to suc-
ceed the next time around. And today we honor
that courage and determination and daring just
as much as we honor the success that it ulti-
mately brought you.

And that’s the spirit that led Lisa, a single
mom, a former hairstylist—you know, the hair
looks good, so you—[laughter]——

Lisa Anne Pineiro. I’m good. I’m good. I cut
hair in the back room. [Laughter]

The President. In the back room, while she’s
scooping ice cream—[laughter]——

Ms. Pineiro. Running the construction com-
pany. [Laughter]

The President. ——running the construction
company, she’s been doing her hair. [Laughter]

Ms. Pineiro. I do.
The President. I think there was a song about

you, wasn’t there? [Laughter]
Ms. Pineiro. “She works hard for the mon-

ey”—[laughter].
The President. To set out a little over a year

ago—a little over 10 years ago with nothing but
a loan from her parents and a big idea, and her
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company now has 78 employees; it’s grossed
nearly $4 million in sales last year.

It’s what led Tom Masterson—where’s
Tom? Tom’s right here. Tom, after working
for 30 years in the electrical industry, to co-
found T.E.M. Electric, funded it entirely on
his own and working out of his living room un-
til he won his first major contract. Today, the
company employs 75 people and has over $12
million in revenues.

It’s what led Andy Wells, a member of the
Red Lake Ojibwa Tribe, to invest $1,300 back
in 1989—where’s Andy? Right here—$1,300
back in 1989 to found Wells Technology, man-
ufacturing industrial tools and fasteners and
creating jobs near reservations in Minnesota,
where he lives. In 2008, his company generat-
ed $54 million in revenues, and his customers
included Coca-Cola and Boeing and Oshkosh.

So small businesses like these are driving
our economy. You’re the job creators, respon-
sible for half of all private sector jobs. You’re
innovators, producing 13 times more patents
per employee than large companies. You’re
the starting point for the products and brands
that have redefined the market. After all,
Google started out as a small business; that
was a research project. Hewlett-Packard be-
gan with two guys in a garage. The first Apple
computers were built by hand, one at a time.
McDonald’s started with just one restaurant.

And small businesses don’t just strengthen
our economy, they also strengthen our com-
munities. Your customers aren’t just anony-
mous folks who buy what you sell, they’re your
friends, they’re your neighbors. The place
where you set up shop often isn’t just your
business address, but it’s also your hometown,
and sometimes it’s your home. And I know
what you do to give back: sponsoring sports
leagues and service projects; serving on
boards; donating to charities; mentoring other
small-business owners to help them be as suc-
cessful as you are.

So with all that you do for this Nation, I
think our Nation’s Government should be
there to support you, to help you grow and ex-
pand and succeed. So I’m pleased that nearly
all of you have benefited from SBA’s services,
from SBA loans, programs, advice, counseling.

And I’m pleased about that, but I’m not satis-
fied. I think we can do more. We can do more
to help small-business owners, especially right
now.

And that’s why our recovery plan raises the
guarantees on SBA loans to 90 percent, elimi-
nates costly fees for borrowers and lenders,
and includes a series of tax cuts for small busi-
nesses, as well as incentives to encourage in-
vestment in small businesses. And that’s why
my proposed budget reduces the capital gains
tax for investments in smaller startup business-
es to zero—zero capital gains tax.

That’s why I intend to pass comprehensive
health care reform this year, so we can lower
costs, raise quality, and make it easier for
many of you to not only get health care for
your employees, but also for yourselves.

And that’s why we’re announcing a new
SBA loan program, the America’s Recovery
Capital, or ARC, program. And this new pro-
gram will provide up to $35,000 to help strug-
gling, but still creditworthy, small businesses
pay off non-SBA debts, money they can use to
pay suppliers and vendors, or pay down credit
card debts. And the loans will be guaranteed
100 percent by the SBA, and they’ll be avail-
able starting June 15th. And I believe they will
be a lifeline to help viable small businesses
through these difficult times.

So all of this is a good start, but it’s only a
start. We still have much work ahead to sup-
port our small businesses and restore our
economy. It won’t be easy. We’ll need to be
bold and creative and take risks, just like all of
you have done. But that’s always been the
American story, that belief that all things are
possible, that we are limited only by our will-
ingness to take a chance and work hard to
achieve our dreams. I’m confident that we will
do exactly that. Together, we are going to
meet the challenges of our times.

So congratulations again to all of you for
what you have succeeded. And please make
sure to keep feeding us good ideas, so that we
can help you help the American economy and
the American people. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his
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remarks, he referred to Lisa Anne Pineiro,
president and founder, Technical Services, Inc.,
who introduced the President; Karen G. Mills,
Administrator, Small Business Administration;

Thomas E. Masterson, president and
cofounder, T.E.M. Electric Co., Inc.; and
Andrew Wells III, president and chief executive
officer, Wells Technology.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Stabilization in Iraq 
May 19, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication. This
notice states that the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq declared in
Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, as
modified in scope and relied upon for addition-
al steps taken in Executive Order 13315 of Au-
gust 28, 2003, Executive Order 13350 of July
29, 2004, Executive Order 13364 of November
29, 2004, and Executive Order 13438 of July 17,
2007, is to continue in effect beyond May 22,
2009.

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruction of
Iraq, the restoration and maintenance of peace
and security in the country, and the develop-
ment of political, administrative, and economic
institutions in Iraq continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States. Accord-
ingly, I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with respect
to this threat and maintain in force the mea-
sures taken to deal with that national emergen-
cy.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 19, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 20. The notice of
May 19 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks During a Quarterly Meeting of the President’s Economic Recovery
Advisory Board
May 20, 2009

The President. Everybody please have a seat.
I apologize we’re starting late. It’s Rahm’s fault.
Where’s Rahm? [Laughter]

Q. Still late. [Laughter]
The President. Right, exactly. It is good to see

all of you again. I know that many of you have
been busy working with Paul and others on
some of the financial issues that we continue to
confront in the economy. We’re pleased that
we’ve seen some progress, that there is some re-
turn to normalcy in certain aspects of the finan-
cial markets. We think that that will be helpful
overall. 

But obviously, one of the things that I’ve
been concerned about since I took office is
looking beyond the immediate crisis in front of
us to find out what is a sustainable economic
model post-bubble and bust. How do we create
sound fundamentals on issues like education,
on health care, and the topic that we’re going to
discuss today, energy, as well as all the innova-
tion that’s required around these various areas,
so that moving forward, we don’t find ourselves
in a unsustainable economic model?

And we have seen this week some fairly ex-
traordinary steps being taken around energy,
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which are promising. Yesterday I stood out in
the Rose Garden and announced that the au-
tomakers, the unions, State and local officials,
as well as the Federal Government, were com-
ing up with a uniform national fuel efficiency
standard that will provide certainty to the au-
tomakers and take a real bite out of our level
of oil dependence and over time reduce our
dependency on foreign oil.

At the same time, you’ve got an Energy
Committee in the House of Representatives
which is making more progress than we would
have ever expected around the issue of green-
house gases and carbon pollution.

So you’re seeing industry, labor, and gov-
ernment working together more cooperatively,
in a better spirit, than we’ve seen in a very long
time. But this is a huge, complicated, difficult
issue. I know that sometimes the slogans about
clean energy and green energy may be a little
more forward-leaning than the realities of the
numbers of jobs that are currently being pro-
duced or the technologies that are currently
available.

And so one of the roles that I thought we
could play today is to try to flesh out a little bit:
what can we get done; where are immediate
opportunities that we should be taking advan-
tage of; what are some major challenges; how
realistic are some of our projections around
clean energy and how much of them are de-
pendent on technological breakthroughs that
we don’t yet foresee; and how does this affect
those who are not in the energy sectors but
have, nevertheless, a significant interest in
how this will affect overall economic growth.

So I wanted to start with John Doerr, who’s
done as much work on this as anybody as a
venture capitalist, but somebody who sort of
digs in and gets his hands dirty on these issues
and understands the technology behind a lot
of these questions.

And, John, why don’t you share with us sort
of more broadly how you’re thinking about
some of these issues?

[At this point, John Doerr, partner, Kleimer
Perkins Caufield & Byers, made brief remarks,
concluding as follows.]

Mr. Doerr. I want to close with my views on
an optimistic note, and that is that we are see-
ing breakthroughs in the technology that not
only can get us where we need to be, but that
can make sure that America is the worldwide
leader in developing the jobs and the business-
es and the wealth from this industry as it was
the case with the Internet.

The President. Jeff, do you want to talk
about this from a big manufacturing company
that both uses energy, but also works on the
technologies that might save in energy usage?

[Jeffrey R. Immelt, chairman and chief execu-
tive officer, General Electric Company, made
brief remarks, concluding as follows.]

Mr. Immelt. I would say these 50,000 jobs in
this brutal recession are the most robust jobs
we have. We’re shipping products around the
world. We ship about 150 heavy-duty gas tur-
bines. Three will go to the U.S.; 147 go to the
rest of the world. So we’re doing well.

The President. So this is actually an ar-
ea—this is an area where we could develop a
strong export market if we’re——

Mr. Immelt. I think we have to think about
it that way, Mr. President. We’ve got to move
on. Other countries around the world are do-
ing the same things, and there’s no reason why
we should cede leadership to other people.

The President. How far behind are we tech-
nologically to other countries, Jeff, John?

Mr. Immelt. Look, I would say that innova-
tion exists here. You know, Europe’s at 10 per-
cent renewables; we’re at 2 or 3 percent. Oth-
er nations of the world, like China, Finland,
France, are building nuclear power. We ha-
ven’t started yet. We’re doing the first whole
gasification plant in 25 years in Indiana. So the
brains exist in this country. I think what we
have to use is our domain to really build cost
positions and competitiveness that can be
globally competitive. But they’re the types of
products, Mr. President, that we can build
great export industries around.

The President. Rich, the—I know from a la-
bor perspective, one of the biggest concerns
you guys have is the decline in manufacturing.

Richard L. Trumka. Absolutely.
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The President. And the—and we’ve actually
got a task force that’s working up some ideas
about stabilizing and then growing our manu-
facturing base. This is one area where we’re
seeing some potential. I’m wondering if you just
wanted to touch on sort of how the AFL–CIO is
thinking about clean energy and its potential for
creating solid middle class jobs.

[Mr. Trumka, secretary-treasurer, AFL–CIO,
made brief remarks, concluding as follows.]

Mr. Trumka. Our members are excited.
We’ve already started creating the training pro-
grams and the jobs. They’re already starting to
help green the country, and we think it’s a win-
win-win for this country and for the people of
this country. And we applaud your leadership in
the area.

The President. I want to open it up
with—Martin, I’d be interested in your views
on this. I mean, this is one of those areas where
you can have some pretty fierce economic de-
bates around the efficacy of a cap and trade ver-
sus a carbon tax, whether the Government get-
ting involved in this area helps in significantly
sparking a clean energy revolution, or whether
this is going to happen due to innovation in the
private sector without Government catalyzing
it.

And so to the extent that there’s any skepti-
cism in the room, and you’re always good for
that—[laughter]—I wanted to make sure that
that got put on the table and that we had a real-
istic conversation about some of these policies.

[Martin Feldstein, president emeritus, National
Bureau of Economics Research, made brief re-
marks, concluding as follows.]

Mr. Feldstein. The other point is about
whether you auction or give away some of these
permits. The price has to go up by the same
amount. The cost to the consumer has to go up
by the same amount, whether you auction it off
or you give it away.

The President. Right.
Mr. Feldstein. So I have a hard time under-

standing the giveaway strategy, because it
seems to me that just says we’ll take some of the
money that would otherwise be collected by the

Government, that revenue, and give it to some
of these firms that win this lottery to get some
of these——

The President. Well, as you know, during the
campaign, my original proposal was a 100 per-
cent auction so that you didn’t have the poten-
tial for political considerations or gaming of the
system. The way I think that the Waxman-Mar-
key bill is trying to address this is you’ve got re-
gional differences that have to be accommodat-
ed; some of it has to do with how do you, if not
hold the consumers harmless, then assure that
the rebates or the allocations that are awarded
are leveling out the cost to consumers.

So it may not—it ends up not being as arbi-
trary as, I think, it might seem in the abstract.
In the particulars, there are just some regions in
the country, particularly in the Midwest and the
South, where their options for ramping up en-
ergy efficiencies quickly are very different from
California or some of the northeast cities. And
so you want them to make adjustments. On the
other hand, if the adjustments are too onerous,
too quick, not only is it brutal on those States,
which are already having trouble, but politically
it ends up being pretty difficult.

Mr. Feldstein. So this is for regulated elec-
tricity, basically?

The President. Mostly around the electricity
issue.

Mr. Feldstein. Because for gasoline and other
products——

The President. For gasoline that makes less
sense. Now, I haven’t seen all the details of the
bill yet. Carol, you may end up having a better
sense. Larry, do you want to chime in on this
one?

National Economic Council Director Law-
rence H. Summers. If we had—I’m having a
cluck out of you—ask a student, Marty. I under-
stood your—I understood very well the——

The President. Marty really doesn’t like to ad-
mit to that, by the way. [Laughter]

Mr. Feldstein. No, I take great pride in my
students, Larry high on that list.

[Director Summers made brief remarks, fol-
lowed by brief remarks by Assistant to the Pres-
ident for Energy and Climate Change Carol M.
Browner.]
681



May 20 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
The President. Jim, you’ve got some
thoughts as a big manufacturer that operates
internationally. You probably see some of
these as opportunities, but I know you may see
some risk as well, so I’m putting you in a com-
petitive disadvantage.

[James W. Owens, chairman and chief execu-
tive officer, Caterpillar, Inc., made brief re-
marks, concluding as follows.]

Mr. Owens. Our concern and one of the
things we’ve been very engaged with the U.S.
cap initiative discussing is, we need to ap-
proach this in an international context. I think
if we move unilaterally as the United States,
with a significant cap and trade program that
drives up the cost of carbon here significantly,
and our international competitors, their coun-
tries don’t move with us, it’s going to create
competitive problems for the core—let’s call it
the base industries: steel, aluminum, ce-
ment—the core feeder stock, if you will, for
the manufacturing industry in this country.

But I think if we take that leadership role, as
you’ve articulated it, and go to the—Copenha-
gen with that in hand as showing our commit-
ment to move forward, I think there’s a good
chance that we’ll find the Indians and the Chi-
nese, for example, the two largest emerging
markets—and big growth markets, by the way,
for U.S. exports—likely to want to work with
us. And I think there’s more opportunity for
collaboration on the international scale than
some people are giving us credit for here.

The President. That’s what we’ve been see-
ing.

Mr. Owens. I think there’s—it’s out there.
The President. Yes, well, I want to bring

maybe some of the finance guys, because you
crunch the numbers, you’re looking for oppor-
tunities where it makes sense to invest, where
it doesn’t. Mark, how is this looking from a in-
vestor perspective, from a——

[Mark T. Gallogly, founder and managing
partner, Centerbridge Partners, L.P., made
brief remarks, concluding as follows.]

Mr. Gallogly. The second thing I think that
could really impact this is whether you have a
national standard or not. I know the adminis-
tration supports a national standard, a national
energy standard for alternatives. There’s a re-
al—there’s been real success on a State-by-
State basis, but many States, as you pointed
out earlier, don’t have alternatives, don’t have
the ability to produce alternatives. In the
southeast there’s not a lot of—if you’re in the
southeast, not a lot of wind, there’s not a lot of
real sun power, so you’re not going to see
much alternative generation there.

And energy moves across States, and so
you’ve got to figure out a way, just as you’re
thinking through emissions for auto on a na-
tional basis, to think about a national standard
for energy. I think if you did those two things,
in addition to a carbon, then you have a realis-
tic likelihood of achieving the goals. If you
don’t have those three coming together, I
think the likelihood is less—materially less.

The President. Anything to add to that, Rog-
er?

[Roger W. Ferguson, Jr., president and chief
executive officer, TIAA–CREF, made brief re-
marks.]

The President. Now, one of the things that
when our energy team gets together we talk
about is that the lowest hanging fruit, the area
where technology’s already available, is on the
efficiency side. We don’t need breakthroughs
as much as we just need the proper incentives
to take advantage of that.

And so I wanted to maybe just talk about
that for a moment. And I’d be interested, Pen-
ny, from a real estate perspective, because
buildings, it turns out, alongside cars, is the ar-
ea where there is just enormous waste. On the
other hand, the real estate industry as a whole,
residential and commercial, are obviously un-
der—feeling enormous pressure right now.

And so the question is whether there is an
appetite for retrofitting old buildings, dealing
with energy efficiency in what is already a dif-
ficult economic environment. And are there
some additional things that we need to do if in
fact we’re going to move in that direction?
682



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / May 20
[Penny Pritzker, chairman and founder, Pritzker
Realty Group, made brief remarks, concluding
as follows.]

Ms. Pritzker. So I think incentives are enor-
mously—I think you could put a lot of people to
work doing this, because it’s not only for the
residential but also large commercial buildings.
There’s enormous work to be done.

The President. Thanks. Carol, do you want to
talk to us briefly about some of the steps that
we’re already taking on the efficiency front, and
are there questions for this group that we’re still
puzzling over?

[Assistant Browner made brief remarks, con-
cluding as follows.]

Assistant Browner. One of the things we’ve
been interested in is, are there other steps we
can take. Yesterday the President exercised his
executive authority in pressing his national car
standards to an historic level of reduction. Are
there things we could do on the efficiency side?
We understand some of the appliance things we
can do, but there are other things you all are
aware of where we have some executive author-
ities that the President could exercise that
would be helpful to know.

The President. John, did you want to com-
ment on this?

Mr. Doerr. There’s two thoughts. And I think
the most powerful one would be somehow to
use your bully pulpit to get the Nation’s utilities
to be rewarded just as much or more from sav-
ing electrons as they’re now rewarded for pro-
ducing electrons.

The President. And the California utilities
have done some interesting work on that.

Mr. Doerr. The California experience with
this has been terrific.

The President. Do you want to just describe
that real quickly in case people aren’t familiar
with what they’ve done.

[Mr. Doerr made brief remarks.]

The President. Let me bring in some of the
folks who I haven’t had the chance to hear
from—Robert, any thoughts on this from a
banking perspective?

[Robert Wolf, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, UBS Group Americas, made brief remarks,
concluding as follows.]

Mr. Wolf. So I would just say we have to
be—I think we shouldn’t—we should fast-for-
ward it because of the importance, but I do
think we should make sure that we understand
what we’re going to be trading and who are the
participants, because, as we know from
what—the industry I’m in, once we see some-
thing that’s an openly traded free market, we
will have many more participants than we
thought. And I think we have to be very careful
on it, therefore. And I know that we’re going to
add that to some of the language in something
we’re going to be sending you soon.

The President. That’s important.
Larry, we’ve been talking about how

we—mechanisms—the—avoid some of the
problems that Robert was discussing.

Director Summers. Absolutely, yes. We’ve
been working very much to have the right kind
of framework in so that the markets function in
the right—function in the right way, yes.

The President. David, have you got anything
to add on this?

[David F. Swenson, chief information officer,
Yale University, made brief remarks, followed
by brief remarks by Mr. Immelt, concluding as
follows.]

Mr. Immelt. I think that’s the way to acceler-
ate some of these projects, is to get the financ-
ing for big projects going forward. And I think
not in a stimulus way, in terms of just purely
Government, but taking an energy bank, quote,
unquote, and allowing private business to invest
side by side on these projects, whether it’s
smart grid or wind power or any of those. I
think that could be a stimulative impact to get
that going. I know some of those discussions
have been going on with the Department of
Energy. 

And then beyond that, just ramping up the
Ex-Im to get behind some of these products as
we globalize. I think that’s another tool that
we’ve got to get things going faster.

The President. Right.
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Monica, do you want to talk about this from
a small-business perspective? Are you seeing
an interest among small businesses and—on
the energy front? I’ve seen some small busi-
nesses that are starting to do—take advantage
of some of the retrofitting and weatherization
opportunities.

[Monica C. Lozano, publisher and chief execu-
tive officer, La Opinion, made brief remarks.]

The President. What I’d like to do, I
think—how much time do we have? I think we
have probably about 10 minutes—10, 15 min-
utes. What I’d like to do is broaden the con-
versation a little bit. I want to make sure that
Charles and Anna, Laura—I haven’t heard
from you guys, so feel free to—Bill—feel free
to talk about energy.

But this—Monica offers, actually, a pretty
good segue. One of the things that we’re wres-
tling with is how do we deal with job creation
and employment. We expect that—and I’m
not making any predictions here, because this
is being web-streamed—[laughter]—we ex-
pect that there’s going to be some stabilizing
of the economy, that the contraction will end
and begin—the engines of the economy will
start to turn again.

But as all of you know, employment is a lag-
ging indicator. We have shed a huge number
of jobs during this deleveraging period. And
the concern that we have is, even in a stabi-
lized situation, there is the prospect of higher
unemployment for some time to come. And so
I’ve been really pushing my economic team
around the issue of job creation and, alongside
the issue of job creation, being able to create
career paths for people so that they’re upgrad-
ing their jobs and upgrading their incomes, be-
cause one of the problems that we saw during
the nineties, even with very low unemploy-
ment and robust job creation, what you
weren’t seeing was significant increases in real
incomes.

So those are two areas that we’re spending a
lot of time thinking about. Clean energy is, ob-
viously, a huge opportunity for job creation.
We’ve talked about that, but if people want to
broaden it to some other areas or give us sug-
gestions of things we should be looking at that

you haven’t been seeing us look at or pay as
much attention to, that would be helpful.

So, Charles, do you want to—start with
you?

[Charles E. Phillips, Jr., president, Oracle Cor-
poration, made brief remarks, concluding as
follows.]

Mr. Phillips. But no one talked about this 5
years ago, and now every single conversation,
before people can decide where to build a data
center, they want to know how they can get
the power.

The President. So it’s not just my 10-year-
old daughter, keeping her iPod plugged in and
not taking it out of the socket. [Laughter]
That’s just one small manifestation of the larg-
er problem.

Mr. Phillips. Right, and ours have to stay on
24/7, so we consume a lot of power. And so if
we can get alternative sources, I think it actu-
ally opens up roads for our industry.

The President. That’s interesting. 
Anna.

[Anna Burger, secretary-treasurer, Service
Employees International Union, made brief re-
marks, concluding as follows.]

Ms. Burger. The partnership that’s gone on
between the environmental communities, the
truck drivers with the Teamsters, and the larg-
er, broader community has really come up
with a new model that will have energy effi-
cient trucks, which will be good for the work-
ers, good for the community——

The President. Energy efficient trucks that
aren’t just sitting there idling. 

Ms. Burger. And so a change in the whole
mechanism of how you do it is important.

[Ms. Burger made further brief remarks, con-
cluding as follows.]

Ms. Burger. I think that there are lots of
ways if people—public workers can get to-
gether and talk a lot about what they could do
to retrofit their buildings, to have better ener-
gy practices, to really think about greening it.
So I think that this partnership opportunity is
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here because you’re leading it. And I think that
if we all got to come together, we can actually
move this forward.

The President. Good. Bill, any thoughts on
some of the general questions that we’ve been
asking? You have, obviously, experience in reg-
ulating big markets. We’re looking at creating a
market here. Robert raised some questions
about the potential problems involved. I’d be
interested in your views on that.

[William H. Donaldson, former Chairman, Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, made brief
remarks, followed by brief remarks by Mr. Im-
melt.]

Mr. Feldstein. For those of us who work in
the service industries, like education or health
care, we don’t want to knock that too much.

Mr. Immelt. No, no, no——
Mr. Feldstein. That’s been the only thing

that’s provided jobs——
Mr. Immelt. I just think there’s going to have

to be some balance——

[Mr. Wolf made brief remarks.]

Mr. Immelt. When I came to work for GE in
1982——

President’s Economic Recovery Advisory
Board Chairman Paul A. Volcker. Increase our
productivity rating——

The President. Well, I think the fact that
some really good math whiz kids are going into
engineering as opposed to derivatives is not a
terrible thing.

Chairman Volcker. Fewer financial engi-
neers and more real engineers.

The President. But I think that there’s no
doubt that manufacturing is not going to return
to the share of the economy that it was in the
1950s, regardless of what our policies are, just
because our manufacturing is extraordinarily ef-
ficient compared to what it was. 

On the other hand, what is true is that if we
are going to at least have a larger element of ex-
ports, for example, as a proportion of our econ-
omy, which I think we’re going to need—we’ve
had this idea that we can just be the consumers
of everything and not—and borrow and spend.

And at some point, we’ve got to start selling
something. Some of that is going to have to be
top-notch products.

Some of it will be services and that helps our
current economy as well. But if on energy, for
example, we’re just importing Spanish wind-
mills or wind turbines, as opposed to some that
are made here in the United States, that would
be a shame, and I think we need to take advan-
tage of that.

Penny, you wanted to jump in.
Ms. Pritzker. I just wanted to underscore

something Anna said. We’ve had some of the
best innovation, in terms of clean activities, in
our hotels coming from our employees, and it’s
come from the bottom up. We challenged our
employee base to come up with creative ideas
of how to do cleaning without using chemicals,
how to better recycle, how to use less. 

And so I think there’s a really interesting op-
portunity to use the bully pulpit and to highlight
how the partnerships are working at the local
level in some very major——

The President. Telling some good stories, yes.
Ms. Pritzker. ——and to really celebrate that

and raise the pride as to this is really an impor-
tant endeavor in our country.

The President. Okay.
Laura, I wanted to get you in here and

the—you’re a wonderful generalist, as well as a
specialist. One thing I was interested in is how
this fits into what you’re seeing internationally,
because there is a concern voiced by Rich, but I
suspect Jim and others are going to be con-
cerned about it, we’re moving in an area where,
as Marty said, there are going to be some in-
creased costs related to this. And if we don’t see
some concerted action on the other side, we’re
going to be placed at a disadvantage.

[Laura D’Andrea Tyson, dean, Haas School of
Business, University of California at Berkeley,
made brief remarks.]

The President. We’re out of time. Jim, you
want to jump in right quick; Mark, you want to
jump in, and then Paul, I’ll let you wrap up.

[Mr. Owens made brief remarks, concluding as
follows.]
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Mr. Owens. You asked about what do we
have to do structurally different going forward.
That’s one of the reset buttons we’ve got to hit,
and that’s a tough one. It’s tough for political
leaders to help bring about that change, and I
think the business community has got to be
part of helping the public understand. We’ve
got to save more, invest more, and grow our
international competitiveness as a key to our
future success.

The President. Mark.
Mr. Gallogly. I was just going to add some-

thing to follow up on what Laura said. If you
think about the competitive dynamic interna-
tionally for green, since other parts of the
world are just growing their demand for ener-
gy just much faster than we are—so China is
high single digits, low double digits—and be-
cause they have a centralized authority that
can allow for, for example, a smart grid being
put in place much faster than we can, those
two things will naturally result in them devel-
oping better technologies faster, because their
whole market actually has more demand. So
we’re fighting a fight that will require us to be
more on our game than we have to be in a gen-
eral sense because they have a natural, clear
advantage, but governmentally and demand-
wise.

The President. Okay. Paul.

[Chairman Volcker made brief remarks, con-
cluding as follows.]

Mr. Volcker. The only other point I’d make,
all the time this is discussed, and the cost,
there isn’t enough emphasis, it seems to me,
on the cost of what happens if we don’t do any-
thing. If any of these projections are halfway
correct, it’s going to cost amounts of money
that make this stuff we’re talking about trivial.
And I don’t think that that’s impressed enough
upon—I know it’s out in the distance so it’s
hard politically, but there it is. And I just
don’t——

The President. I haven’t found anything that
was easy politically yet. [Laughter]

Chairman Volcker. We’ll produce that at
the next meeting.

[Austan Goolsbee, Staff Director and Chief
Economist, President’s Economic Recovery
Advisory Board, made brief remarks.]

The President. Well, you guys have done a
terrific job. Obviously, there have been a
bunch of smaller groups that are working in-
tensively with our economic team.

Chairman Volcker. We’ve got five or six
things——

The President. They’ve got five or six things
already on the plate. This has been extraordi-
narily helpful. I appreciate all of you coming
in.

If you can keep your seats just for a mo-
ment, we’re going to bring a pool spray in just
to record who it is that was in the meeting, al-
though we’ve had some press folks in here tak-
ing assiduous notes, I’m sure.

Go ahead.

[The White House press pool entered the
room.]

The President. Hello, everybody. Well, you
will have a record of everything that was said
here, so we don’t need to repeat it.

I just want to publicly thank this group,
chaired by Paul Volcker, staffed by Austan
Goolsbee. They are doing extraordinary work,
separate and apart from meetings with me, on
a whole range of issues. We talked about ener-
gy today, but they are helping to advise us in
our approach to the financial regulations regu-
latory regime that we are looking to put before
Congress this year. They are helping us in
thinking about employment, manufacturing.
There is a whole host of issues that this group
is providing wonderful expertise for. 

And interestingly enough, as Paul men-
tioned at the end of this discussion, there is
impressive consensus, not perfect consensus,
but an impressive overlap of views about the
importance of us getting out front on energy;
the enormous job-creation potential that ex-
ists; the requirements to create a more effi-
cient energy system in order for us to remain
competitive. 

And I’m excited about the opportunity.
We’ve seen some great progress this week.
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We’re going to see more because of the contri-
butions that are made around this table. 

So thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:38 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-

marks, he referred to White House Chief of
Staff Rahm I. Emanuel. Also participating in
the meeting was Christina D. Romer, Chair,
Council of Economic Advisers. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary in-
cluded the full proceedings of the meeting.

Remarks on Signing the Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009 and
Legislation To Prevent Mortgage Foreclosures and Enhance Mortgage Credit
Availability
May 20, 2009

Good morning, everybody—good afternoon.
Please, everybody, have a seat. Everybody have
a seat. It is wonderful to see all of you. Four
months ago today, we took office amidst un-
precedented economic turmoil. And ever since
that day, we’ve worked aggressively across all
fronts to end this crisis and to build a new foun-
dation for our lasting prosperity. Step by step, I
believe we’re moving in the right direction.

I know my administration will be judged by
various markers. But there’s only one measure
of progress that matters to me, and that’s the
progress that the American people see in their
own lives, day to day, because right now, de-
spite progress, too many Americans are hurting.
They’re Americans desperate to find a job or
unable to make ends meet despite working
multiple jobs, Americans who pay their bills on
time but can’t keep their heads above water,
Americans living in fear that they’re one illness
or one accident away from losing their home,
hard-working Americans who did all the right
things, met all of their responsibilities, yet still
find the American Dream slipping out of reach.

Now, much of what caused this crisis was an
era of recklessness, where short-term gains
were too often prized over long-term prosperi-
ty. And too often in our Nation’s Capital, we
said the right words, we patted ourselves on the
back, but ultimately, failed to do what we were
actually sent here to do. And that is to stand up
to the special interests and stand up for the
American people. 

Well, standing up for the American people is
exactly what we’re doing here today with two
bills that I’m about to sign, the Helping Fami-

lies Save Their Homes Act and the Fraud En-
forcement and Recovery Act. These landmark
pieces of legislation will protect hard-working
Americans, crack down on those who seek to
take advantage of them, and ensure that the
problems that led us to this crisis never happen
again.

Thanks in large part to some of the men and
women here, both onstage as well as in the au-
dience, each bill passed by overwhelmingly bi-
partisan majorities. But we wouldn’t be here
without the leadership of my good friend, Chris
Dodd. And I want to thank him and Senator
Richard Shelby. Now, Chris and Richard Shel-
by over on the Senate side, and then on the
House side, Chairman Barney Frank and Rep-
resentative Maxine Waters have done a great
job. And I want to thank Senators Patrick Leahy
and Chuck Grassley, as well as Representatives
Conyers and Bobby Scott, for leading the way
on the fraud enforcement bill.

Now, these two laws, together with the com-
prehensive credit card reforms that I hope to
sign later this week, represent fundamental
change that will help ensure a fair shake for
hard-working Americans. And I think it’s im-
portant for people to understand the signifi-
cance of this week. This has been one of the
most productive congressional work periods in
some time. And I am grateful to have Harry
Reid here, as well as Nancy Pelosi who could
not be here, and the other key Members of
Congress for assigning these measures the ur-
gency that they deserve and that the times de-
mand.
687



May 20 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Let me talk a little bit about the housing
bill. The Helping Families Save Their Homes
Act advances the goals of our existing housing
plan by providing assistance to responsible ho-
meowners and preventing avoidable foreclo-
sures. Now, last summer, Congress passed the
HOPE for Homeowners Act to help families
who found themselves underwater as a result
of declining home values, families who owed
more on their mortgages than their homes are
worth. But too many administrative and tech-
nical hurdles made it very difficult to navigate,
and most borrowers didn’t even bother to try.

This bill removes those hurdles, getting
folks into sustainable and affordable mortgag-
es, and more importantly, keeping them in
their homes. And it expands the reach of our
existing housing plan for homeowners with
FHA or USDA rural housing loans, providing
them with new opportunities to modify or refi-
nance their mortgages to more affordable lev-
els.

Because many responsible renters are being
unfairly evicted from homes that go through
foreclosure because the owners haven’t been
paying their mortgages, it requires banks to
honor existing leases or provide at least 90
days notice for renters on month-to-month
leases.

And because far too many Americans go
homeless on any given night, this bill provides
comprehensive new resources for homeless
Americans, focusing specifically on families
with children, the fastest growing segment of
the homeless population.

So altogether, it’s a bill that builds on the
housing plan we already put into action to sta-
bilize the housing market and stem foreclo-
sures. And because of that plan, all of you
should know that interest rates are down, refi-
nancings are up, and Americans who partici-
pate can save up to $2,000 a year—in effect, a
$2,000 pay cut per family—tax cut, excuse me.
They don’t need pay cuts. [Laughter] That
wouldn’t be a good bill. [Laughter]

Any American who wants to learn more
about this plan should visit makinghomeaf-
fordable.gov. And thanks to the efforts of the
men and women gathered up here, more fam-
ilies will stay in their homes, more neighbor-

hoods will remain vibrant and whole, more
dreams will be defended, and America will
take another step from recession to recovery.

So what I’m going to do now is, I’m going to
sign the housing bill, and then I’ll talk a little
bit about the antifraud bill. All right.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

Let’s get the rest of this crew up here. 
The other bill that I’m signing today gives

prosecutors and regulators new tools to crack
down on what’s helped cause this crisis in the
first place, and that’s the twin scourges of
mortgage fraud and predatory lending.

Now, last year, the Treasury Department
received 62,000 reports of mortgage fraud,
more than 5,000 each month. The number of
criminal mortgage fraud investigations opened
by the FBI has more than doubled over the
past 3 years. And yet, the Federal Govern-
ment’s ability to investigate and prosecute
these frauds is severely hindered by outdated
laws and a lack of resources.

And that’s why this bill nearly doubles the
FBI’s mortgage and financial fraud program,
allowing it to better target fraud in hard-hit ar-
eas. And that’s why it provides the resources
necessary for other law enforcement and Fed-
eral agencies, from the Department of Justice
to the SEC to the Secret Service, to pursue
these criminals, bring them to justice, and pro-
tect hard-working Americans affected most by
these crimes. It’s also why it expands DOJ’s
authority to prosecute fraud that takes place in
many of the private institutions not covered
under current Federal bank fraud criminal
statutes, institutions where more than half of
all subprime mortgages came from as recently
as 4 years ago.

And furthermore, it allows DOJ to prose-
cute anyone who fraudulently obtains Recov-
ery Act or TARP funds, precious taxpayer dol-
lars we’ve carefully invested in order to turn
this crisis around. And finally, it creates a bi-
partisan Financial Markets Commission to in-
vestigate the financial practices that brought
us to this point, so that we make sure a crisis
like this never happens again.

Our current troubles were born of eroding
home values and portfolio values, but also an
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erosion of our common values. So if we want to
fully dig ourselves out of this crisis, we’re going
to need to do more than just change policy. We
need all of us to live up to our responsibilities.
Government must set the rules of the road that
are fair and fairly enforced. Banks and lenders
must end the practices that added to this mess.
Individuals must take responsibility for their
own actions. And all of us must learn to live
within our means again.

I believe we’re moving in the right direction.
But I want to remind everybody that it took
many years and many failures to get us here,
and it’s going to take some time to get us out.
The stock market will rise and fall. The job mar-
ket has taken a beating and won’t be back im-
mediately. The housing market still has a long
way to go. But I’m confident we will get there.
And if we keep at it, if we all do our part to ush-

er in a new era of responsibility, then I’m con-
vinced that we will recover from this recession,
and we’re going to come out on the other side
stronger and more prosperous as a nation and
as a people.

So with that, I’m going to sign the Fraud En-
forcement and Recovery Act along with these
extraordinary legislators who helped to make it
happen. Give them a big round of applause.

[The President signed the bill.] 

All right. There we go.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. S. 386, ap-
proved May 20, was assigned Public Law No.
111–21; and S. 896, approved May 20, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–22.

Statement on Signing the Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009
May 20, 2009

Today I have signed into law S. 386, the
“Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of
2009.” This Act provides Federal investigators
and prosecutors with significant new criminal
and civil tools to assist in holding accountable
those who have committed financial fraud.
These legislative enhancements will help the
Department of Justice to combat mortgage
fraud, securities and commodities fraud, and re-
lated offenses, and to protect taxpayer money
that has been expended on recent economic
stimulus and rescue packages. With the tools
that the Act provides, the Department of Jus-
tice and others will be better equipped to ad-
dress the challenges that face the Nation in dif-
ficult economic times and to do their part to
help the Nation respond to this challenge.

Section 5(d) of the Act requires every depart-
ment, agency, bureau, board, commission, of-
fice, independent establishment, or instrumen-
tality of the United States to furnish to the Fi-
nancial Crisis Inquiry Commission, a legislative
entity, any information related to any Commis-
sion inquiry. As my Administration communi-
cated to the Congress during the legislative pro-
cess, the executive branch will construe this
subsection of the bill not to abrogate any consti-
tutional privilege.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 20, 2009.

NOTE: S. 386, approved May 20, was assigned
Public Law No. 111–21.

Remarks at the National Archives and Records Administration
May 21, 2009

Good morning, everybody. Please be seated.
Thank you all for being here. Let me just ac-
knowledge the presence of some of my out-

standing Cabinet members and advisers. We’ve
got our Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton. We
have our CIA Director, Leon Panetta. We have
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our Secretary of Defense, William [Robert]*

Gates; Secretary Napolitano of Department of
Homeland Security; Attorney General Eric
Holder; my National Security Adviser, Jim
Jones. And I want to especially thank our Act-
ing Archivist of the United States, Adrienne
Thomas.

I also want to acknowledge several Mem-
bers of the House who have great interest in
intelligence matters. I want to thank Congress-
man Reyes, Congressman Hoekstra, Con-
gressman King, as well as Congressman
Thompson for being here today. Thank you so
much.

These are extraordinary times for our coun-
try. We’re confronting a historic economic cri-
sis. We’re fighting two wars. We face a range
of challenges that will define the way that
Americans will live in the 21st century. So
there’s no shortage of work to be done or re-
sponsibilities to bear.

And we’ve begun to make progress. Just this
week, we’ve taken steps to protect American
consumers and homeowners and to reform
our system of Government contracting so that
we better protect our people while spending
our money more wisely. The—it’s a good bill.
[Laughter] The engines of our economy are
slowly beginning to turn, and we’re working
towards historic reform on health care and on
energy. And I want to say to the Members of
Congress, I welcome all the extraordinary
work that has been done over these last 4
months on these and other issues.

In the midst of all these challenges, howev-
er, my single most important responsibility as
President is to keep the American people safe.
It’s the first thing that I think about when I
wake up in the morning. It’s the last thing that
I think about when I go to sleep at night.

And this responsibility is only magnified in
an era when an extremist ideology threatens
our people and technology gives a handful of
terrorists the potential to do us great harm.
We are less than 8 years removed from the
deadliest attack on American soil in our histo-
ry. We know that Al Qaida is actively planning
to attack us again. We know that this threat

will be with us for a long time, and that we
must use all elements of our power to defeat
it.

Already, we’ve taken several steps to
achieve that goal. For the first time since 2002,
we’re providing the necessary resources and
strategic direction to take the fight to the ex-
tremists who attacked us on 9/11, in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. We’re investing in the 21st
century military and intelligence capabilities
that will allow us to stay one step ahead of a
nimble enemy. We have reenergized a global
nonproliferation regime to deny the world’s
most dangerous people access to the world’s
deadliest weapons. And we’ve launched an ef-
fort to secure all loose nuclear materials within
4 years. We’re better protecting our border
and increasing our preparedness for any future
attack or natural disaster. We’re building new
partnerships around the world to disrupt, dis-
mantle, and defeat Al Qaida and its affiliates.
And we have renewed American diplomacy so
that we once again have the strength and
standing to truly lead the world.

And these steps are all critical to keeping
America secure. But I believe with every fiber
of my being that in the long run we also cannot
keep this country safe unless we enlist the
power of our most fundamental values. The
documents that we hold in this very hall, the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion, the Bill of Rights, these are not simply
words written into aging parchment. They are
the foundation of liberty and justice in this
country and a light that shines for all who seek
freedom, fairness, equality, and dignity around
the world.

I stand here today as someone whose own
life was made possible by these documents.
My father came to these shores in search of
the promise that they offered. My mother
made me rise before dawn to learn their truths
when I lived as a child in a foreign land. My
own American journey was paved by genera-
tions of citizens who gave meaning to those
simple words: “to form a more perfect union.”
I’ve studied the Constitution as a student; I’ve
taught it as a teacher; I’ve been bound by it as

 * White House correction.
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a lawyer and a legislator. I took an oath to pre-
serve, protect, and defend the Constitution as
Commander in Chief. And as a citizen, I know
that we must never, ever, turn our back on its
enduring principles for expedience sake.

I make this claim not simply as a matter of
idealism. We uphold our most cherished values
not only because doing so is right, but because
it strengthens our country and it keeps us safe.
Time and again, our values have been our best
national security asset in war and peace, in
times of ease and in eras of upheaval. 

Fidelity to our values is the reason why the
United States of America grew from a small
string of colonies under the writ of an empire to
the strongest nation in the world. It’s the reason
why enemy soldiers have surrendered to us in
battle, knowing they’d receive better treatment
from America’s Armed Forces than from their
own government. It’s the reason why America
has benefited from strong alliances that ampli-
fied our power and drawn a sharp, moral con-
trast with our adversaries. It’s the reason why
we’ve been able to overpower the iron fist of
fascism and outlast the Iron Curtain of commu-
nism and enlist free nations and free peoples
everywhere in the common cause and common
effort of liberty. 

From Europe to the Pacific, we’ve been the
nation that has shut down torture chambers and
replaced tyranny with the rule of law. That is
who we are. And where terrorists offer only the
injustice of disorder and destruction, America
must demonstrate that our values and our insti-
tutions are more resilient than a hateful ideolo-
gy.

After 9/11, we knew that we had entered a
new era; that enemies who did not abide by any
law of war would present new challenges to our
application of the law; that our Government
would need new tools to protect the American
people, and that these tools would have to allow
us to prevent attacks instead of simply prosecut-
ing those who tried to carry them out.

Unfortunately, faced with an uncertain
threat, our Government made a series of hasty
decisions. I believe that many of these decisions
were motivated by a sincere desire to protect
the American people. But I also believe that all
too often, our Government made decisions

based on fear rather than foresight; that all too
often, our Government trimmed facts and evi-
dence to fit ideological predispositions. Instead
of strategically applying our power and our
principles, too often we set those principles
aside as luxuries that we could no longer afford.
And during this season of fear, too many of
us—Democrats and Republicans, politicians,
journalists, and citizens—fell silent.

In other words, we went off course. And this
is not my assessment alone. It was an assess-
ment that was shared by the American people,
who nominated candidates for President from
both major parties who, despite our many dif-
ferences, called for a new approach, one that
rejected torture and one that recognized the
imperative of closing the prison at Guantanamo
Bay.

Now let me be clear: We are indeed at war
with Al Qaida and its affiliates. We do need to
update our institutions to deal with this threat.
But we must do so with an abiding confidence
in the rule of law and due process, in checks
and balances and accountability. For reasons
that I will explain, the decisions that were made
over the last 8 years established an ad hoc legal
approach for fighting terrorism that was neither
effective nor sustainable, a framework that
failed to rely on our legal traditions and time-
tested institutions and that failed to use our val-
ues as a compass. And that’s why I took several
steps upon taking office to better protect the
American people.

First, I banned the use of so-called enhanced
interrogation techniques by the United States
of America. Now, I know some have argued
that brutal methods like waterboarding were
necessary to keep us safe. I could not disagree
more. As Commander in Chief, I see the intelli-
gence; I bear the responsibility for keeping this
country safe. And I categorically reject the as-
sertion that these are the most effective means
of interrogation. What’s more, they undermine
the rule of law. They alienate us in the world.
They serve as a recruitment tool for terrorists
and increase the will of our enemies to fight us,
while decreasing the will of others to work with
America. They risk the lives of our troops by
making it less likely that others will surrender to
them in battle and more likely that Americans
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will be mistreated if they are captured. In
short, they did not advance our war and coun-
terterrorism efforts; they undermined them.
And that is why I ended them once and for all. 

Now, I should add, the arguments against
these techniques did not originate from my
administration. As Senator McCain once said,
torture “serves as a great propaganda tool for
those who recruit people to fight against us.”
And even under President Bush, there was
recognition among members of his own ad-
ministration—including a Secretary of State,
other senior officials, and many in the military
and intelligence community—that those who
argued for these tactics were on the wrong
side of the debate and the wrong side of histo-
ry. That’s why we must leave these methods
where they belong, in the past. They are not
who we are, and they are not America.

Now, the second decision that I made was
to order the closing of the prison camp at
Guantanamo Bay. For over 7 years, we have
detained hundreds of people at Guantanamo.
During that time, the system of military com-
missions that were in place at Guantanamo
succeeded in convicting a grand total of three
suspected terrorists. Let me repeat that: three
convictions in over 7 years. Instead of bringing
terrorists to justice, efforts at prosecution met
setback after setback, cases lingered on, and in
2006, the Supreme Court invalidated the en-
tire system. Meanwhile, over 525 detainees
were released from Guantanamo under not
my administration, under the previous admin-
istration. Let me repeat that: Two-thirds of the
detainees were released before I took office
and ordered the closure of Guantanamo.

There is also no question that Guantanamo
set back the moral authority that is America’s
strongest currency in the world. Instead of
building a durable framework for the struggle
against Al Qaida that drew upon our deeply
held values and traditions, our Government
was defending positions that undermined the
rule of law. In fact, part of the rationale for es-
tablishing Guantanamo in the first place was
the misplaced notion that a prison there would
be beyond the law, a proposition that the Su-
preme Court soundly rejected. Meanwhile, in-
stead of serving as a tool to counter terrorism,

Guantanamo became a symbol that helped Al
Qaida recruit terrorists to its cause. Indeed,
the existence of Guantanamo likely created
more terrorists around the world than it ever
detained.

So the record is clear. Rather than keeping
us safer, the prison at Guantanamo has weak-
ened American national security. It is a rally-
ing cry for our enemies. It sets back the will-
ingness of our allies to work with us in fighting
an enemy that operates in scores of countries.
By any measure, the costs of keeping it open
far exceed the complications involved in clos-
ing it. That’s why I argued that it should be
closed throughout my campaign, and that is
why I ordered it closed within 1 year.

And the third decision that I made was to
order a review of all pending cases at Guanta-
namo. I knew when I ordered Guantanamo
closed that it would be difficult and complex.
There are 240 people there who have now
spent years in legal limbo. In dealing with this
situation, we don’t have the luxury of starting
from scratch. We’re cleaning up something
that is, quite simply, a mess, a misguided ex-
periment that has left in its wake a flood of le-
gal challenges that my administration is forced
to deal with on a constant, almost daily basis,
and it consumes the time of Government offi-
cials whose time should be spent on better
protecting our country.

Indeed, the legal challenges that have
sparked so much debate in recent weeks here
in Washington would be taking place whether
or not I decided to close Guantanamo. For ex-
ample, the court order to release 17 Ui-
ghurs—17 Uighur detainees took place last
fall, when George Bush was President. The
Supreme Court that invalidated the system of
prosecution at Guantanamo in 2006 was over-
whelmingly appointed by Republican Presi-
dents, not wild-eyed liberals. In other words,
the problem of what to do with Guantanamo
detainees was not caused by my decision to
close the facility; the problem exists because of
the decision to open Guantanamo in the first
place. 

So—now let me be blunt: There are no neat
or easy answers here. I wish there were. But I
can tell you that the wrong answer is to
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pretend like this problem will go away if we
maintain an unsustainable status quo. As
President, I refuse to allow this problem to
fester; I refuse to pass it on to somebody else. It
is my responsibility to solve the problem. Our
security interests will not permit us to delay.
Our courts won’t allow it, and neither should
our conscience.

Now, over the last several weeks, we’ve seen
a return of the politicization of these issues that
have characterized the last several years. I’m an
elected official; I understand these problems
around—arouse passions and concerns. They
should. We’re confronting some of the most
complicated questions that a democracy can
face. But I have no interest in spending all of
our time relitigating the policies of the last 8
years. I’ll leave that to others. I want to solve
these problems, and I want to solve them to-
gether as Americans.

And we will be ill-served by some of the fear-
mongering that emerges whenever we discuss
this issue. Listening to the recent debate, I’ve
heard words that, frankly, are calculated to
scare people rather than educate them, words
that have more to do with politics than protect-
ing our country. So I want to take this opportu-
nity to lay out what we are doing and how we in-
tend to resolve these outstanding issues. I will
explain how each action that we are taking will
help build a framework that protects both the
American people and the values that we hold
most dear. And I’ll focus on two broad areas:
first, issues relating to Guantanamo and our de-
tention policy; but, second, I also want to dis-
cuss issues relating to security and transparen-
cy.

Now, let me begin by disposing of one argu-
ment as plainly as I can. We are not going to re-
lease anyone if it would endanger our national
security, nor will we release detainees within
the United States who endanger the American
people. Where demanded by justice and na-
tional security, we will seek to transfer some de-
tainees to the same type of facilities in which we
hold all manner of dangerous and violent crimi-
nals within our borders, namely highly secure
prisons that ensure the public safety.

As we make these decisions, bear in mind the
following fact: Nobody has ever escaped from

one of our Federal super-max prisons, which
hold hundreds of convicted terrorists. As Re-
publican Senator Lindsey Graham said, “The
idea that we cannot find a place to securely
house 250-plus detainees within the United
States is not rational.”

Now, we are currently in the process of re-
viewing each of the detainee cases at Guantana-
mo to determine the appropriate policy for
dealing with them. And as we do so, we are
acutely aware that under the last administra-
tion, detainees were released and, in some cas-
es, returned to the battlefield. That’s why we
are doing away with the poorly planned, hap-
hazard approach that led those detainees go in
the past. Instead, we are treating these cases
with the care and attention that the law requires
and that our security demands. Now, going for-
ward, these cases will fall into five distinct cate-
gories.

First, whenever feasible, we will try those
who have violated American criminal laws in
Federal courts, courts provided for by the Unit-
ed States Constitution. Some have derided our
Federal courts as incapable of handling the tri-
als of terrorists. They are wrong. Our courts and
our juries, our citizens, are tough enough to
convict terrorists. The record makes that clear.
Ramzi Yousef tried to blow up the World Trade
Center. He was convicted in our courts and is
serving a life sentence in U.S. prisons. Zacarias
Moussaoui has been identified as the 20th 9/11
hijacker. He was convicted in our courts, and he
too is serving a life sentence in prison. If we can
try those terrorists in our courts and hold them
in our prisons, then we can do the same with
detainees from Guantanamo.

Now, recently we prosecuted and received a
guilty plea from a detainee, al-Marri, in Federal
court after years of legal confusion. We’re pre-
paring to transfer another detainee to the
Southern District Court of New York, where he
will face trial on charges related to the 1998
bombings of our Embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania, bombings that killed over 200 people.
Preventing this detainee from coming to our
shores would prevent his trial and conviction.
And after over a decade, it is time to finally see
that justice is served, and that is what we intend
to do. 
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The second category of cases involves de-
tainees who violate the laws of war and are
therefore best tried through military commis-
sions. Now, military commissions have a histo-
ry in the United States dating back to George
Washington and the Revolutionary War. They
are an appropriate venue for trying detainees
for violations of the laws of war. They allow for
the protection of sensitive sources and meth-
ods of intelligence gathering; they allow for
the safety and security of participants and for
the presentation of evidence gathered from
the battlefield that cannot always be effective-
ly presented in Federal courts.

Now, some have suggested that this repre-
sents a reversal on my part. They should look
at the record. In 2006, I did strongly oppose
legislation proposed by the Bush administra-
tion and passed by the Congress because it
failed to establish a legitimate legal framework
with the kind of meaningful due process,
rights for the accused, that could stand up on
appeal.

I said at that time, however, that I support-
ed the use of military commissions to try de-
tainees, provided there were several reforms,
and, in fact, there were some bipartisan efforts
to achieve those reforms. Those are the re-
forms that we are now making. Instead of us-
ing the flawed commissions of the last 7 years,
my administration is bringing our commissions
in line with the rule of law. We will no longer
permit the use of evidence—as evidence,
statements that have been obtained using cru-
el, inhuman, or degrading interrogation meth-
ods. We will no longer place the burden to
prove that hearsay is unreliable on the oppo-
nent of the hearsay. And we will give detainees
greater latitude in selecting their own counsel
and more protections if they refuse to testify.
These reforms, among others, will make our
military commissions a more credible and ef-
fective means of administering justice, and I
will work with Congress and members of both
parties, as well as legal authorities across the
political spectrum, on legislation to ensure that
these commissions are fair, legitimate, and ef-
fective.

The third category of detainees includes
those who have been ordered released by the

courts. Now let me repeat what I said earlier:
This has nothing to do with my decision to
close Guantanamo; it has to do with the rule of
law. The courts have spoken. They have found
that there’s no legitimate reason to hold 21 of
the people currently held at Guantanamo.
Nineteen of these findings took place before I
was sworn into office. I cannot ignore these
rulings because as President, I too am bound
by the law. The United States is a nation of
laws, and so we must abide by these rulings.

The fourth category of cases involves de-
tainees who we have determined can be trans-
ferred safely to another country. So far, our re-
view team has approved 50 detainees for
transfer. And my administration is in ongoing
discussions with a number of other countries
about the transfer of detainees to their soil for
detention and rehabilitation.

Now, finally, there remains the question of
detainees at Guantanamo who cannot be pros-
ecuted yet who pose a clear danger to the
American people. And I have to be honest
here: This is the toughest single issue that we
will face. We’re going to exhaust every avenue
that we have to prosecute those at Guantana-
mo who pose a danger to our country. But
even when this process is complete, there may
be a number of people who cannot be prose-
cuted for past crimes, in some cases because
evidence may be tainted, but who, nonethe-
less, pose a threat to the security of the United
States. Examples of that threat include people
who’ve received extensive explosives training
at Al Qaida training camps, or commanded
Taliban troops in battle, or expressed their al-
legiance to Usama bin Laden, or otherwise
made it clear that they want to kill Americans.
These are people who, in effect, remain at war
with the United States.

Let me repeat: I am not going to release in-
dividuals who endanger the American people.
Al Qaida terrorists and their affiliates are at
war with the United States, and those that we
capture, like other prisoners of war, must be
prevented from attacking us again. Now, hav-
ing said that, we must recognize that these de-
tention policies cannot be unbounded; they
can’t be based simply on what I or the execu-
tive branch decide alone. And that’s why my
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administration has begun to reshape the stan-
dards that apply to ensure that they are in line
with the rule of law. We must have clear, defen-
sible, and lawful standards for those who fall in-
to this category. We must have fair procedures
so that we don’t make mistakes. We must have a
thorough process of periodic review so that any
prolonged detention is carefully evaluated and
justified.

I know that creating such a system poses
unique challenges. And other countries have
grappled with this question; now, so must we.
But I want to be very clear that our goal is to
construct a legitimate legal framework for the
remaining Guantanamo detainees that cannot
be transferred. Our goal is not to avoid a legiti-
mate legal framework. In our constitutional sys-
tem, prolonged detention should not be the de-
cision of any one man. If and when we deter-
mine that the United States must hold individu-
als to keep them from carrying out an act of
war, we will do so within a system that involves
judicial and congressional oversight. And so, go-
ing forward, my administration will work with
Congress to develop an appropriate legal re-
gime so that our efforts are consistent with our
values and our Constitution.

Now, as our efforts to close Guantanamo
move forward, I know that the politics in Con-
gress will be difficult. These are issues that are
fodder for 30-second commercials. You can al-
most picture the direct mail pieces that emerge
from any vote on this issue, designed to frighten
the population. I get it. But if we continue to
make decisions within a climate of fear, we will
make more mistakes. And if we refuse to deal
with these issues today, then I guarantee you
that they will be an albatross around our efforts
to combat terrorism in the future. 

I have confidence that the American people
are more interested in doing what is right to
protect this country than in political posturing. I
am not the only person in this city who swore an
oath to uphold the Constitution; so did each
and every Member of Congress. And together
we have a responsibility to enlist our values in
the effort to secure our people and to leave be-
hind the legacy that makes it easier for future
Presidents to keep this country safe. 

Now let me touch on a second set of issues
that relate to security and transparency. Nation-
al security requires a delicate balance. One the
one hand, our democracy depends on transpar-
ency. On the other hand, some information
must be protected from public disclosure for
the sake of our security, for instance, the move-
ment of our troops, our intelligence gathering,
or the information we have about a terrorist or-
ganization and its affiliates. In these and other
cases, lives are at stake.

Now, several weeks ago, as part of an ongo-
ing court case, I released memos issued by the
previous administration’s Office of Legal Coun-
sel. I did not do this because I disagreed with
the enhanced interrogation techniques that
those memos authorized, and I didn’t release
the documents because I rejected their legal ra-
tionales, although I do on both counts. I re-
leased the memos because the existence of that
approach to interrogation was already widely
known, the Bush administration had acknowl-
edged its existence, and I had already banned
those methods. The argument that somehow by
releasing those memos we are providing terror-
ists with information about how they will be in-
terrogated makes no sense. We will not be in-
terrogating terrorists using that approach. That
approach is now prohibited.

In short, I released these memos because
there was no overriding reason to protect them.
And the ensuing debate has helped the Ameri-
can people better understand how these inter-
rogation methods came to be authorized and
used.

On the other hand, I recently opposed the
release of certain photographs that were taken
of detainees by U.S. personnel between 2002
and 2004. Individuals who violated standards of
behavior in these photos have been investigat-
ed, and they have been held accountable. There
was and is no debate as to whether what is re-
flected in those photos is wrong. Nothing has
been concealed to absolve perpetrators of
crimes. However, it was my judgment, in-
formed by my national security team, that re-
leasing these photos would inflame anti-Ameri-
can opinion and allow our enemies to paint U.S.
troops with a broad, damning, and inaccurate
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brush, thereby endangering them in theaters
of war.

In short, there is a clear and compelling rea-
son to not release these particular photos.
There are nearly 200,000 Americans who are
serving in harm’s way, and I have a solemn re-
sponsibility for their safety as Commander in
Chief. Nothing would be gained by the release
of these photos that matters more than the
lives of our young men and women serving in
harm’s way.

Now, in the press’s mind and in some of the
public’s mind, these two cases are contradicto-
ry. They are not to me. In each of these cases,
I had to strike the right balance between trans-
parency and national security. And this bal-
ance brings with it a precious responsibility.
There’s no doubt that the American people
have seen this balance tested over the last sev-
eral years. In the images from Abu Ghraib and
the brutal interrogation techniques made pub-
lic long before I was President, the American
people learned of actions taken in their name
that bear no resemblance to the ideals that
generations of Americans have fought for. And
whether it was the runup to the Iraq war or
the revelation of secret programs, Americans
often felt like part of the story had been un-
necessarily withheld from them. And that
caused suspicion to build up, and that leads to
a thirst for accountability.

I understand that. I ran for President prom-
ising transparency, and I meant what I said.
And that’s why, whenever possible, my admin-
istration will make all information available to
the American people, so that they can make
informed judgments and hold us accountable.
But I have never argued, and I never will, that
our most sensitive national security matters
should simply be an open book. I will never
abandon and will vigorously defend the neces-
sity of classification to defend our troops at
war, to protect sources and methods, and to
safeguard confidential actions that keep the
American people safe. Here’s the difference,
though: Whenever we cannot release certain
information to the public for valid national se-
curity reasons, I will insist that there is over-
sight of my actions by Congress or by the
courts.

We’re currently launching a review of cur-
rent policies by all those agencies responsible
for the classification of documents to deter-
mine where reforms are possible and to assure
that the other branches of Government will be
in a position to review executive branch deci-
sions on these matters, because in our systems
of checks and balances, someone must always
watch over the watchers, especially when it
comes to sensitive administration—informa-
tion.

Now, along these same lines, my adminis-
tration is also confronting challenges to what is
known as the state secrets privilege. This is a
doctrine that allows the Government to chal-
lenge legal cases involving secret programs.
It’s been used by many past Presidents—Re-
publican and Democrat—for many decades.
And while this principle is absolutely neces-
sary in some circumstances to protect national
security, I am concerned that it has been over-
used. It is also currently the subject of a wide
range of lawsuits. So let me lay out some prin-
ciples here. We must not protect information
merely because it reveals the violation of a law
or embarrassment to the Government. And
that’s why my administration is nearing com-
pletion of a thorough review of this practice.

And we plan to embrace several principles
for reform. We will apply a stricter legal test to
material that can be protected under the state
secrets privilege. We will not assert the privi-
lege in court without first following our own
formal process, including review by a Justice
Department committee and the personal ap-
proval of the Attorney General. And each year,
we will voluntarily report to Congress when
we have invoked the privilege and why, be-
cause, as I said before, there must be proper
oversight over our actions.

On all these matters related to the
disclosure of sensitive information, I wish I
could say that there was some simple formula
out there to be had. There is not. These often
involve tough calls, involve competing
concerns, and they require a surgical
approach. But the common thread that runs
through all of my decisions is simple. We will
safeguard what we must to protect the
American people, but we will also ensure the
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accountability and oversight that is the hallmark
of our constitutional system. I will never hide
the truth because it’s uncomfortable. I will deal
with Congress and the courts as coequal
branches of Government. I will tell the
American people what I know and don’t know,
and when I release something publicly or keep
something secret, I will tell you why.

Now, in all the areas that I’ve discussed to-
day, the policies that I’ve proposed represent a
new direction from the last 8 years. To protect
the American people and our values, we’ve
banned enhanced interrogation techniques. We
are closing the prison at Guantanamo. We are
reforming military commissions, and we will
pursue a new legal regime to detain terrorists.
We are declassifying more information and em-
bracing more oversight of our actions, and
we’re narrowing our use of the state secrets
privilege. These are dramatic changes that will
put our approach to national security on a surer,
safer, and more sustainable footing. Their im-
plementation will take time, but they will get
done.

There’s a core principle that we will apply to
all of our actions. Even as we clean up the mess
at Guantanamo, we will constantly reevaluate
our approach, subject our decisions to review
from other branches of Government as well as
the public. We seek the strongest and most sus-
tainable legal framework for addressing these
issues in the long term, not to serve immediate
politics, but to do what’s right over the long
term. By doing that, we can leave behind a lega-
cy that outlasts my administration, my Presiden-
cy, that endures for the next President and the
President after that, a legacy that protects the
American people and enjoys a broad legitimacy
at home and abroad.

Now, this is what I mean when I say that we
need to focus on the future. I recognize that
many still have a strong desire to focus on the
past. When it comes to actions of the last 8
years, passions are high. Some Americans are
angry; others want to refight debates that have
been settled, in some cases, debates that they
have lost. And I know that these debates lead
directly, in some cases, to a call for a fuller ac-
counting, perhaps through an independent
commission.

Now, I’ve opposed the creation of such a
commission because I believe that our existing
democratic institutions are strong enough to de-
liver accountability. The Congress can review
abuses of our values, and there are ongoing in-
quiries by the Congress into matters like en-
hanced interrogation techniques. The Depart-
ment of Justice and our courts can work
through and punish any violations of our laws or
miscarriages of justice. 

It’s no secret there is a tendency in Washing-
ton to spend our time pointing fingers at one
another. And it’s no secret that our media cul-
ture feeds the impulse that leads to a good fight
and good copy. But nothing will contribute
more than that than a extended relitigation of
the last 8 years. Already, we’ve seen how that
kind of effort only leads those in Washington to
different sides, to laying blame. It can distract
us from focusing our time, our efforts, and our
politics on the challenges of the future.

We see that, above all, in the recent de-
bate—how the recent debate has obscured the
truth and sent people into opposite and absolut-
ist ends. On the one side of the spectrum, there
are those who make little allowance for the
unique challenges posed by terrorism and
would almost never put national security over
transparency. And on the other end of the spec-
trum, there are those who embrace a view that
can be summarized in two words: “Anything
goes.” Their arguments suggest that the ends of
fighting terrorism can be used to justify any
means, and that the President should have blan-
ket authority to do whatever he wants, provided
it is a President with whom they agree.

Now, both sides may be sincere in their
views, but neither side is right. The American
people are not absolutist, and they don’t elect
us to impose a rigid ideology on our problems.
They know that we need not sacrifice our secu-
rity for our values, nor sacrifice our values for
our security, so long as we approach difficult
questions with honesty and care and a dose of
common sense. That, after all, is the unique ge-
nius of America. That’s the challenge laid down
by our Constitution. That has been the source
of our strength through the ages. That’s what
makes the United States of America different as
a nation.
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I can stand here today, as President of the
United States, and say without exception or
equivocation that we do not torture, and that
we will vigorously protect our people while
forging a strong and durable framework that
allows us to fight terrorism while abiding by
the rule of law. Make no mistake: If we fail to
turn the page on the approach that was taken
over the past several years, then I will not be
able to say that as President. And if we cannot
stand for our core values, then we are not
keeping faith with the documents that are en-
shrined in this hall. 

The Framers who drafted the Constitution
could not have foreseen the challenges that
have unfolded over the last 222 years. But our
Constitution has endured through secession
and civil rights, through world war and cold
war, because it provides a foundation of prin-
ciples that can be applied pragmatically; it pro-
vides a compass that can help us find our way.
It hasn’t always been easy. We are an imper-
fect people. Every now and then, there are
those who think that America’s safety and suc-
cess requires us to walk away from the sacred
principles enshrined in this building. And we
hear such voices today. But over the long haul,
the American people have resisted that temp-
tation. And though we’ve made our share of
mistakes, required some course corrections,
ultimately, we have held fast to the principles
that have been the source of our strength and
a beacon to the world.

Now this generation faces a great test in the
specter of terrorism. And unlike the Civil War
or World War II, we can’t count on a surren-
der ceremony to bring this journey to an end.

Right now, in distant training camps and in
crowded cities, there are people plotting to
take American lives. That will be the case a
year from now, 5 years from now, and in all
probability, 10 years from now. Neither I nor
anyone can stand here today and say that there
will not be another terrorist attack that takes
American lives. But I can say with certainty
that my administration, along with our extraor-
dinary troops and the patriotic men and wom-
en who defend our national security, will do
everything in our power to keep the American
people safe. And I do know with certainty that
we can and will defeat Al Qaida. Because the
terrorists can only succeed if they swell their
ranks and alienate America from our allies,
and they will never be able to do that if we stay
true to who we are, if we forge tough and du-
rable approaches to fighting terrorism that are
anchored in our timeless ideals. This must be
our common purpose.

I ran for President because I believe that we
cannot solve the challenges of our time unless
we solve them together. We will not be safe if
we see national security as a wedge that di-
vides America. It can and must be a cause that
unites us as one people and as one nation.
We’ve done so before in times that were more
perilous than ours; we will do so once again.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. in
the Rotunda. In his remarks, he referred to
former Secretary of State Colin L. Powell; and
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida ter-
rorist organization.

Remarks Honoring the 2009 Super Bowl Champion Pittsburgh Steelers
May 21, 2009

Hello, everybody. I first of all want to just
acknowledge a few people that are here. First
of all, some of my Cabinet members: Secretary
of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack, who grew up as a
maniacal Pittsburgh Steeler fan, he is here;
Secretary of the Veterans Administration, Eric
Shinseki, a war hero and somebody that is do-

ing an outstanding job on behalf of our veter-
ans; we have the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs,
Admiral Mullen—Mike Mullen, as well as his
lovely wife are here. Please give them a big
round of applause. We’ve got some Pennsylva-
nia folks around here: Senator Bob Casey;
Senator Arlen Specter; Teresa Heinz Kerry;
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Representatives Tim Murphy, Mike Doyle,
Glenn Thompson, Tom Rooney, and Charlie
Wilson. Give them all a big round of applause.

Welcome to the White House, everybody.
Before we begin, I want to offer a special wel-
come to the wounded warriors who have joined
us today from Walter Reed and from the Na-
tional Naval Medical Center in Bethesda.
Thank you for your service.

And welcome back Dan Rooney and the en-
tire Rooney family. For nearly five decades,
Dan has been a tremendous ambassador for pro
football and for the city of Pittsburgh. And in
the years to come, all Americans will be fortu-
nate to have his service as our United States
Ambassador to Ireland.

Just a personal note: I had occasion of meet-
ing a lot of people during the course of my cam-
paign for the Presidency. I can tell you that I
don’t know anybody who is more of a gentle-
man, who is more loyal, who is more committed
to excellence than Mr. Rooney. And he and his
family have just been such an extraordinary pil-
lar for the city of Pittsburgh. I’d like everybody
to give them a big round of applause one more
time. And he’s humble. [Laughter] This kind of
attention embarrasses him, but he has no
choice.

Congratulations to the Super Bowl champion
Pittsburgh Steelers for the NFL-record, sixth
Lombardi Trophy. Some are calling it “Six-
burgh” these days. [Laughter] Congratulations
to all the fans of the Steeler Nation, who wave
that Terrible Towel every Sunday.

Now, I already told these guys, no matter
how big they are, I am a Bears fan. [Laughter]
But it’s no secret that I was pulling for the
Steelers during the Super Bowl last year, and
that’s part of the reason why this is so much fun
for me. This isn’t me trying to have it both ways.
Everybody knows I’m pretty serious about my
sports teams, but growing up in Hawaii when I
was a kid, we didn’t have a local football team.
And when I started playing, and I started paying
attention to football, it was guys like Terry
Bradshaw and Franco Harris and the Steel Cur-
tain and Mean Joe Greene, who is here.
Where’s Mean Joe? There he is, right there.
Those were the guys that were playing, and so I
became a Steelers fan.

And last March, I actually got to hang out
with Franco and “The Bus,” Jerome Bettis, at
an event in Pittsburgh. And Jerome even joined
me when we went to meet some steelworkers
on a shift change. And I got my own Terrible
Towel.

But this is a new team for a new era. And
that’s embodied by Coach Tomlin, who’s here
with his lovely wife. And I want everybody to
give Coach Tomlin a huge round of applause.
He didn’t just win the Super Bowl; he also hap-
pened to be NFL Coach of the Year, the young-
est coach ever to win a Super Bowl.

And then there’s the new Steel Curtain, the
NFL’s best defense last year, thanks to Dick
LeBeau, who I think everybody acknowledges
is one of the greatest defensive coordinators of
all time—so where’s Dick? There he is over
there.

We’ve got the team captains up here: Big
Ben Roethlisberger—give him—come on, give
Big Ben a round of applause here; James Far-
rior, a Pro Bowler who made 133 tackles this
season; Jeff Reed, who was clutch in the Super
Bowl; Hines Ward, who was the Super Bowl
MVP 4 years ago, who’s always the happiest
man in football. Hines is always happy.

And we’ve got this year’s Super Bowl MVP,
Santonio Holmes, who made one of the greatest
touchdown catches I’ve ever seen. That means
two of the last four Super Bowl MVPs hail from
the Pittsburgh wide-receiving corps.

Now, I pointed out that that was a heck of a
pass that Ben threw. But then one of the line-
men pointed out that was some blocking on that
play. [Laughter] So that just reminds you, that’s
what Steeler football is all about, it’s a team ef-
fort. And this is a team that entered the season
facing the most difficult schedule in the league.
But guys like these thrive on that. They plowed
through the regular season; they won every
game in the AFC North; they took down the
Chargers and the Ravens in the playoffs.

And I can’t remember a more exciting Super
Bowl. Arizona took the lead with 3 minutes left;
Pittsburgh comes back with just 2 with that win-
ning touchdown. Santonio had 73 of those yards
on that drive, including the incredible game-
winning, touchdown catch. And now they’re
champs. So obviously, these are guys who take
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their responsibilities on the football field seri-
ously. But they take them just as seriously off
the field. They’re generous with their time for
charity and for their communities. So that ex-
plains why we’re doing something a little bit
different here today than when sports champi-
ons usually come to visit the White House.
These guys have agreed to stick around for a
while, and we’re going to team them up, not to
run some plays, but to serve others.

I often say that the beauty of serving others
is that anyone can do it. You don’t have to be
President, and you don’t have to be a pro foot-
ball player. All you need to do is to have a de-
sire to make a difference, to give back to your
community, and to contribute to your nation.
And that’s what we’re going to do right here.
We’re going to work with the USO to put to-
gether 3,000 care packages for our troops serv-
ing in harm’s way.

We’re going to give back to those who’ve
given so much for us. And I find that fitting
and proper, a good way to kick off a weekend
that serves to honor all the men and women
who have worn the proud uniform of this
country that we love.

So congratulations, again, Steelers, for a ex-
traordinary season. Good luck next year, and

thank you again for your willingness to go
above and beyond and not just come here for a
photo op, but to join the men and women who
protect this country to make sure that we are
safe.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Deborah Mullen, wife of
Adm. Michael G. Mullen, USN, Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff; Teresa Heinz Kerry,
chairman, Heinz Family Philanthropies and
Heinz Endowments; Rep. Thomas J. Rooney;
Rep. Glenn Thompson; Daniel M. Rooney,
U.S. Ambassador-designate to Ireland and
chairman, Pittsburgh Steelers; Terry Brad-
shaw, former quarterback, Franco Harris, for-
mer running back, Joe Greene, former defen-
sive tackle, Jerome Bettis, former running
back, Ben Roethlisberger, quarterback, James
Farrior, linebacker, Jeff Reed, placekicker,
Hines Ward, wide receiver, and Santonio Hol-
mes, wide receiver, Pittsburg Steelers; and Ki-
ya Winston Tomlin, wife of Coach Mike P.
Tomlin of the Pittsburgh Steelers.

Statement on Energy and Commerce Committee Action on Energy and
Climate Legislation
May 21, 2009

I commend Chairman Waxman and the
members of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee for a successful effort to pass a compre-
hensive energy and climate bill out of their
committee today. We are now one step closer
to delivering on the promise of a new, clean
energy economy that will make America less
dependent on foreign oil, crack down on pol-
luters, and create millions of new jobs all
across America. The bill is historic for what it

achieves, providing clean energy incentives
that encourage innovation while recognizing
the concerns of sensitive industries and re-
gions in this country. And this achievement is
all the more historic for bringing together
many who have in the past opposed a common
effort, from labor unions to corporate CEOs,
and environmentalists to energy companies. I
applaud the committee for its action and look
forward to signing comprehensive legislation.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Proposed Agreement for Cooperation
Between the Government of the United States of America and the
Government of the United Arab Emirates Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy
May 21, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of a
proposed Agreement for Cooperation Between
the Government of the United States of Ameri-
ca and the Government of the United Arab
Emirates Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy. I am also pleased to transmit my writ-
ten approval, authorization, and determination
concerning the Agreement, and an unclassified
Nuclear Proliferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) concerning the Agreement. (In accor-
dance with section 123 of the Act, as amended
by Title XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform and
Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–
277), a classified annex to the NPAS, prepared
by the Secretary of State in consultation with
the Director of National Intelligence, summa-
rizing relevant classified information, will be
submitted to the Congress separately.) The
joint memorandum submitted to me by the
Secretary of State and the Secretary of Energy
and a letter from the Chairman of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission stating the views of the
Commission are also enclosed.

The proposed Agreement has been negotiat-
ed in accordance with the Act and other appli-
cable law. In my judgment, it meets all applica-
ble statutory requirements and will advance the
nonproliferation and other foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States.

The Agreement provides a comprehensive
framework for peaceful nuclear cooperation
with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) based on
a mutual commitment to nuclear nonprolifera-
tion. The United States and the UAE are enter-
ing into it in the context of a stated intention by
the UAE to rely on existing international mar-
kets for nuclear fuel services as an alternative to
the pursuit of enrichment and reprocessing. Ar-

ticle 7 will transform this UAE policy into a le-
gally binding obligation from the UAE to the
United States upon entry into force of the
Agreement. Article 13 provides, inter alia, that
if the UAE at any time following entry into
force of the Agreement materially violates Arti-
cle 7, the United States will have a right to
cease further cooperation under the Agree-
ment, require the return of items subject to the
Agreement, and terminate the Agreement by
giving 90 days written notice. In view of these
and other nonproliferation features, the Agree-
ment has the potential to serve as a model for
other countries in the region that wish to pur-
sue responsible nuclear energy development.

The Agreement has a term of 30 years and
permits the transfer of technology, material,
equipment (including reactors), and compo-
nents for nuclear research and nuclear power
production. It does not permit transfers of Re-
stricted Data, sensitive nuclear technology, sen-
sitive nuclear facilities, or major critical compo-
nents of such facilities. In the event of termina-
tion of the Agreement, key nonproliferation
conditions and controls continue with respect to
material, equipment, and components subject
to the Agreement.

In addition to the UAE’s obligation to forgo
enrichment and reprocessing—the first in-
stance of such an obligation on the part of a
U.S. cooperating partner in an agreement of
this type—the Agreement contains certain ad-
ditional nonproliferation features not typically
found in such agreements. These are modeled
on similar provisions in the 1981 U.S.-Egypt
Agreement for Peaceful Nuclear Cooperation
and include (a) a right of the United States to
require the removal of special fissionable mate-
rial subject to the Agreement from the UAE ei-
ther to the United States or to a third country if
exceptional circumstances of concern from a
nonproliferation standpoint so require, and (b)
confirmation by the United States that the
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fields of cooperation, terms, and conditions ac-
corded by the United States to the UAE shall
be no less favorable in scope and effect than
those that the United States may accord to any
other non-nuclear-weapon State in the Middle
East in a peaceful nuclear cooperation agree-
ment. The Agreement also provides, for the
first time in a U.S. agreement for peaceful nu-
clear cooperation, that prior to U.S. licensing
of exports of nuclear material, equipment,
components, or technology pursuant to the
Agreement, the UAE shall bring into force the
Additional Protocol to its safeguards agree-
ment.

The UAE is a non-nuclear-weapon State
party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The United States is
a nuclear-weapon State party to the NPT. Arti-
cle 12 of the proposed Agreement provides
that the Agreement shall not be interpreted as
affecting the inalienable rights of the United
States and the UAE under the NPT. A more
detailed discussion of the UAE’s intended civil
nuclear program and its nonproliferation poli-
cies and practices is provided in the NPAS and
in a classified Annex to the NPAS to be sub-
mitted to the Congress separately.

The Agreed Minute to the Agreement pro-
vides U.S. prior approval for retransfers by the
UAE of irradiated nuclear material subject to
the Agreement to France and the United
Kingdom, if consistent with their respective
policies, laws, and regulations, for storage or
reprocessing subject to specified conditions,
including that prior agreement between the
United States and the UAE is required for the
transfer of any special fissionable material re-
covered from any such reprocessing to the

UAE. The transferred material would also
have to be held within the European Atomic
Energy Community subject to the Agreement
for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nu-
clear Energy Between the United States of
America and the European Atomic Energy
Community (EURATOM).

In view of the fact that this consent would
constitute a subsequent arrangement under
the Act if agreed separately from the proposed
Agreement, the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Energy have ensured that the ad-
vance approval provisions meet the applicable
requirements of section 131 of the Act. Specif-
ically, they have concluded that the U.S. ad-
vance approval for retransfer of nuclear mate-
rial for reprocessing or storage contained in
the Agreed Minute to the proposed Agree-
ment is not inimical to the common defense
and security. An analysis of the advance ap-
proval given in the Agreed Minute is con-
tained in the NPAS.

This transmission shall constitute a submit-
tal for purposes of both sections 123 b. and
123 d. of the Act. My Administration is pre-
pared to begin immediately the consultations
with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and the House Foreign Affairs Committee as
provided in section 123 b. Upon completion of
the period of 30 days of continuous session
provided for in section 123 b., the period of 60
days of continuous session provided for in sec-
tion 123 d. shall commence

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 21, 2009.

Remarks on Signing the Weapons System Acquisition Reforms Act of 2009
May 22, 2009

Good morning, everybody. Please have a
seat. Well, long before I took office, I argued
that meeting our greatest challenges would re-
quire not only changing policies in Washing-
ton, but changing the way we do business in
Washington. It would require reforming a cul-
ture where the influence of lobbyists too often
trumps the will of the people, rethinking gov-

ernment so that it works as effectively and effi-
ciently as possible, and renewing our sense of
common purpose so that we can bring people
together in common effort.

That’s exactly what we’ve done this week.
On Tuesday, we brought auto executives, la-
bor unions, environmental groups, Democrats,
and Republicans together to set a national fuel
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efficiency standard for our cars and trucks for
the first time in history. On Wednesday, I
signed bipartisan legislation to help homeown-
ers and to crack down on the predatory lenders
who seek to take advantage of them. And later
this afternoon, I’ll sign bipartisan legislation
that protects consumers from the unfair rate
hikes and abusive fees levied by many credit
card companies.

And this morning, I’m proud to join Demo-
cratic and Republican Members of Congress for
the signing of a bill that will eliminate some of
the waste and inefficiency in our defense proj-
ects, reforms that will better protect our Na-
tion, better protect our troops, and save taxpay-
ers tens of billions of dollars.

Now, let me be clear: As Commander in
Chief, I will do whatever it takes to defend the
American people, which is why I’ve increased
funding for the best military in the history of
the world. We’ll continue to make new invest-
ments in 21st century capabilities to meet new
challenges. And we will always give our men
and women in uniform the equipment and the
support that they need to get the job done.

But I reject the notion that we have to waste
billions of taxpayer dollars to keep this Nation
secure. When it comes to purchasing weapons
systems and developing defense projects, the
choice we face is between investments that are
designed to keep the American people safe and
those that are simply designed to make a de-
fense company or a contractor rich.

Last year, the Government Accountability
Office, or the GAO, looked into 95 major de-
fense projects and found cost overruns that to-
taled $295 billion. Wasteful spending comes
from exotic requirements, lack of oversight, and
indefensible no-bid contracts that don’t make
our troops or our country any safer. To put this
in perspective, these cost overruns would have
paid our troops’ salaries and provided benefits
for their families for more than a year.

At a time when we’re fighting two wars and
facing a serious deficit, this is unexcusable and
unconscionable. As Secretary Gates has said,
“One dollar of waste in our defense budget is a
dollar we can’t spend to support our troops, or
prepare for future threats, or protect the Amer-

ican people.” Well, it’s finally time to end this
waste and inefficiency.

Already, I’ve announced reform that will
greatly reduce no-bid defense contracts and
save the Government billions of dollars. And
Secretary Gates, working with our military lead-
ership, has also proposed a courageous set of re-
forms in our defense budget that will target
waste and strengthen our military for the fu-
ture. In taking on this enormously difficult task,
he’s done a tremendous job, and I want to pub-
licly commend Secretary Gates for that.

The bill I’m signing today, known as the
Weapons System Acquisition Reforms Act, rep-
resents an important next step in this procure-
ment reform process. It reforms a system where
taxpayers are charged too much for weapons
systems that too often arrive late, a system that
suffers from spending on unproven technolo-
gies, outdated weapons, and a general lack of
oversight.

And the purpose of this law will be to limit
cost overruns before they spiral out of control.
It will strengthen oversight and accountability
by appointing officials who will be charged with
closely monitoring the weapons systems we’re
purchasing to ensure that costs are controlled.
If the costs of certain defense projects continue
to grow year after year, those projects will be
closely reviewed, and if they don’t provide the
value we need, they will be terminated. This
law will also enhance competition and end con-
flicts of interest in the weapons acquisitions
process so that American taxpayers and the
American military can get the best weapons at
the lowest cost.

And this legislation is long overdue, and it’s
been a long time coming. But we’re finally sign-
ing it into law because of the dedication and
commitment of a few key Members of Congress
who’ve been fighting for years for this reform:
Senators Carl Levin and John McCain; Repre-
sentatives Ike Skelton, John McHugh, Rob An-
drews, and Mike Conaway. I’m very proud of
the extraordinary work that all these gentlemen
have done who are standing behind me today.
Senator McCain couldn’t be here today because
he’s making sure he has a good seat to watch his
son graduate from the Naval Academy in a few
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hours, and that’s where I’m headed as soon as
I catch my ride over here.

But I will tell you that defense procurement
reform was one of the issues that John McCain
and I discussed in our first meeting after the
election. And we pledged to work together to
get it done, and today I’m extraordinarily
proud to stand here and sign a bill that passed
with unanimous support from both parties at
every step of the way.

What all the gentlemen standing behind
me, as well as Senator McCain, knows, what
Secretary Gates knows, what all Members of
Congress who have worked on this legislation
understand, is that we have no greater respon-
sibility than to ensure that our men and wom-
en in uniform have everything they need to do
their jobs. And every penny we waste on this
effort because of no-bid contracts or cost over-
runs is not only an affront to American taxpay-
ers, it’s an affront to our military. And while

we have a long way to go to end this waste
once and for all, the legislation I’m about to
sign is a very important step in creating a Gov-
ernment that is more efficient, more account-
able, and more responsible in keeping the
public’s trust.

So once again, I want to thank all these
Members of Congress who did extraordinary
work, not only to pass the bill but to get it here
on time. I’m proud of them. I’m proud of Con-
gress for sending me this legislation. That’s
why I’m going to go sign it right now. Thank
you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to John Sidney “Jack” Mc-
Cain IV, son of Sen. John McCain. S. 454, ap-
proved May 22, was assigned Public Law No.
111–23.

Commencement Address at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland
May 22, 2009

Thank you. Thank you very much. Please,
be seated. Governor O’Malley, thank you for
your generous introduction and for your lead-
ership here in Maryland; Vice Admiral Fowler
and faculty; distinguished guests, parents, fam-
ily, and friends; the Brigade of Midshipmen;
and most importantly, the graduates of the
class of 2009, 756 Navy and, I am told, the
largest number of marines in Naval Academy
history.

Now, I know it’s customary at graduation
for guests to bring a gift, and I have. All mid-
shipmen on restriction for minor conduct of-
fenses are hereby officially absolved. I did say
“minor.” [Laughter]

Midshipmen, I’m told that the extra ribbon
on your chest is for the honor you earned, for
only the second time in the storied history of
the Naval Academy, the Navy’s Meritorious
Unit Commendation Award. So I’ve consulted
with Admiral Fowler, and I can make this an-
nouncement: For all you midshipmen return-
ing next fall, I hereby grant you something ex-

tra, an extra weekend. [Applause] I should
stop now. [Laughter]

I am extraordinarily honored to be with you
today, because of all the privileges of serving
as President, I have no greater honor than
serving as your Commander in Chief.

Every day I count on Naval Academy gradu-
ates like Admiral Mike Mullen, the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; the CNO, Admiral
Gary Roughead; and my Director of National
Intelligence, Admiral Dennis Blair. I’ll also be
counting on Ray Mabus, the—a former sur-
face warfare officer, as our new Secretary of
the Navy.

Every day, I rely on former sailors and ma-
rines on my staff, young men who serve as in-
telligence officers in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
the 32d Commandant of the Marine Corps,
Supreme Allied Commander, and now my Na-
tional Security Adviser, General Jim Jones.

I’ve admired your prowess on the football
field. At the White House last month, I was
proud to present the team and Coach Ken
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with the Commander in Chief Trophy, which
you won for the sixth straight time. And I know
you beat Army seven straight times. [Laughter]

But most of all, most of all I’ve admired the
spirit of your service, because it’s not the
strength of our arms or the power of our tech-
nology that gives the United States our military
dominance, it’s our people. It’s our sailors and
marines, soldiers and airmen and coast guards-
men who perform brilliantly in every mission
we give them.

Class of 2009, today is your day. It’s your day
to reflect on all you’ve achieved, or should I say,
all that you endured: the madness of “I Day”
that began your transformation from civilians to
sailors and marines; that endless plebe summer
when you were pushed to new levels, new
heights, physically, mentally, morally. And
speaking of new heights, I’m told that one of
your proudest achievements still stands, one of
the fastest times for the Herndon climb. Con-
gratulations on that.

And families, today is your day too. It’s the
latest in a line of proud firsts: the first time you
saw your son or daughter with that Navy hair-
cut, that first time you saw them in their sum-
mer whites, and today the first time you’ll see
them as officers. So to all of you moms and
dads, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles,
grandmas and grandpas, all the local sponsor
families who opened your homes to these mid-
shipmen, thank you for your support and for
your patriotism. We are grateful.

This class is about to become the latest link in
a long, unbroken chain of heroism and victory, a
chain forged in battles whose names are etched
in the stone of this stadium: from Coral Sea to
Midway to Guadalcanal; from Iwo Jima to In-
chon; from the Mekong Delta to Desert Storm.
For some among us, these are not just places on
a map. They’re the stories of their lives. And we
honor all of our veterans here today.

This chain of service calls to mind words that
were spoken here in Annapolis on another
spring day a century ago. The crowds assem-
bled, the bands played, the cannons roared. As
John Paul Jones’s body was carried to the Yard,
President Teddy Roosevelt spoke to the mid-
shipmen gathered there that day. “Remember,”
he said, “our words of admiration are but as

sounding brass and tinkling symbols if we do
not . . . prepare to emulate their deeds.”

Emulate their deeds. That is what you are
called upon to do. And in doing so these past 4
years, you’ve not only given meaning to your
own lives, you serve as a reminder and a chal-
lenge to your fellow Americans to fulfill the true
meaning of citizenship.

America, look at these young men and wom-
en. Look at these sailors and marines. Here are
the values that we cherish. Here are the ideals
that endure. In an era when too few citizens an-
swer the call to service, to community or to
country, these Americans choose to serve. They
did so in a time of war, knowing they might be
called upon to make the ultimate sacrifice.

Indeed, as we near Memorial Day, we pay
tribute to all those who have given their lives so
that we might live free, including those aboard
that Navy helicopter who were lost this week in
the waters off California. We send our prayers
to their families and to all who loved them.

In a culture where so many chase the out-
ward markers of success that can so often lead
us astray—the titles and status, the materialism
and money, the fame and popularity—these
Americans have embraced the virtues that we
need most right now: self-discipline over self-
interest, work over comfort, and character over
celebrity.

After an era when so many institutions and
individuals acted with such greed and reckless-
ness, it’s no wonder that our military remains
the most trusted institution in our Nation. And
in a world when so many forces and voices seek
to divide us, it inspires us that this class came
together and succeeded together, from every
State and every corner of the world. By building
an institution that’s more diverse than ev-
er—more women, more Hispanics, more Afri-
can Americans—the Naval Academy has reaf-
firmed a fundamental American truth: that out
of many, we are one.

We see these values in every one of these
sailors and marines, including those who’ve
already served their country, the dozens among
you with prior enlisted service. It’s the
perseverance of Elvin Vasquez, a marine supply
chief in Iraq who finally got into the Naval
Academy on his third try, who never gave up
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trying, because he says, “there’s just something
about being a marine.” It’s the example of
Carlos Carballo who left the tough streets of
L.A. to serve on a destroyer in the Pacific and
who has used his time here to mentor others,
because he’s the oldest midshipman—the old
man—at the age of 26. It’s the patriotism of
Sade Holder who came to America as a child
from Trinidad, enlisted in the Navy, and then
earned the titles she values most: “U.S.
citizen” and “Navy midshipman” and today,
“ensign.” And it’s the reverence for tradition
shown by James P. Heg, a communications
maintenance marine in Iraq who today is
joined by the man who first urged him to sign
up, his grandfather, returning six decades after
he was a midshipman, a submariner from
World War II, 89-year-old Captain James E.
Heg.

Honor, courage, commitment, these are the
values that have defined your years in the Yard
and that you’ll need in the years ahead as you
join the fleet, and as you join and lead the Ma-
rines, as you confront the ever-changing
threats of an ever-changing world. For history
teaches us that the nations that grow comfort-
able with the old ways and complacent in the
face of new threats, those nations do not long
endure. And in the 21st century, we do not
have the luxury of deciding which challenges
to prepare for and which to ignore. We must
overcome the full spectrum of threats, the
conventional and the unconventional; the na-
tion-state and the terrorist network; the spread
of deadly technologies and the spread of hate-
ful ideologies; 18th century-style piracy and
21st century cyber threats.

So SEALs and special operations forces, we
need you for those short-notice missions in the
dark of night. But we’ll also need you for the
long-term training of foreign militaries, so they
can take responsibility for their own security.
Marines, we need you to defeat the insurgent
and the extremist. But we also need you to
work with the tribal sheikh and local leaders
from Anbar to Kandahar who want to build a
better future for their people. Naval aviators
and flight officers, we need you to dominate
the airspace in times of conflict, but also to de-
liver food and medicine in times of humanitar-

ian crisis. And surface warfare officers and
submariners, we need you to project American
power across the vast oceans, but also to pro-
tect American principles and values when you
pull into that foreign port, because for so many
people around the world, you are the face of
America.

These great opportunities come with great
responsibilities. Indeed, midshipmen and
Presidents swear a similar oath, not only to
protect and defend the American people, but
the Constitution of the United States.

Yesterday, I visited the National Archives
and the halls that holds our Constitution, our
Declaration of Independence, and our Bill of
Rights. I went there because, as our national
debate on how to deal with the security chal-
lenge that we face proceeds, we must remem-
ber this enduring truth: The values and ideals
in those documents are not simply words writ-
ten into aging parchment, they are the bed-
rock of our liberty and our security. We up-
hold our fundamental principles and values
not just because we choose to, but because we
swear to, not because they feel good, but be-
cause they help keep us safe and keep us true
to who we are.

Because when America strays from our val-
ues, it not only undermines the rule of law, it
alienates us from our allies, it energizes our
adversaries, and it endangers our national se-
curity and the lives of our troops. So as Ameri-
cans, we reject the false choice between our
security and our ideals. We can and we must
and we will protect both. And that is just what
you will pledge to do in a few moments when
you raise your right hand and take your oath.

But that simple act—by that simple act, you
will accept a life of great sacrifice, long deploy-
ments, separation from loved ones, tests and
trials that most Americans can’t imagine. But
that is the oath you take, the life you choose,
the promise you make to America.

And today, this is the promise I make to
you. It’s a promise that as long as I am your
Commander in Chief, I will only send you into
harm’s way when it is absolutely necessary,
and with the strategy and the well-defined
goals, the equipment and the support that you
need to get the job done. This includes the job
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of bringing the Iraq war to a responsible end
and pursuing a new comprehensive strategy to
disrupt, dismantle, and defeat Al Qaida and its
allies in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

And to get you the support you need, we’re
enlisting all elements of our national pow-
er—our diplomacy and development, our eco-
nomic might and our moral suasion—so that
you and the rest of our military do not bear the
burden of our security alone. We’ll also ensure
you can meet the missions of today, which is
why we’ve halted reductions in Navy personnel
and increased the size of the Marine Corps.
And we will ensure you can meet the missions
of tomorrow, which is why we’re investing in
the capabilities and technologies of tomor-
row—the littoral combat ships, the most ad-
vanced submarines and fighter aircraft—so that
you have what you need to succeed. In short,
we will maintain America’s military dominance
and keep you the finest fighting force the world
has ever seen.

Now, as you advance through the ranks and
start families of your own, know that we will be
with you every step of the way, increasing your
pay, increasing childcare, and helping families
deal with the stress and separation of war, be-
cause as my wife Michelle has come to see in
her visits with military families across the coun-
try, when a loved one is deployed, the whole
family goes to war.

And, finally, whether you’re 26 years old or
89, if you’ve worn the uniform and taken care of
America, then America will take care of you
with a modern VA that keeps faith with our vet-
erans and wounded warriors, with a 21st centu-
ry GI bill that gives our veterans and their fami-
lies the chance to live out their dreams. This is
America’s covenant with you, a solemn commit-
ment to all those who serve. And while our Na-
tion has not always fulfilled its duties to its
Armed Forces, let there be no doubt, America’s
men and women in uniform have always ful-
filled theirs.

And that’s exactly what America’s Navy did
just last month in the seas off Somalia. I will not
recount the full story of those 5 days in April;
much of it is already known; some of it will nev-
er be known, and that’s how it should be. But
here, on this day, at this institution, it must be

said: The extraordinary precision and profes-
sionalism displayed that day was made possible,
in no small measure, by the training, the disci-
pline, and the leadership skills that so many of
those officers learned at the United States Na-
val Academy.

And after that operation, after Captain Phil-
lips was freed, I spoke to one of the Navy
SEALs who was there and with the skipper of
the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank Cas-
tellano, Naval Academy class of 1990. And I can
tell you, as they would, that the success of that
day belongs not only to a single commander or a
small team of SEALs, it belongs to the many.

It belongs to all the sailors, officers and en-
listed, not on one ship, but several, who dili-
gently stood their watch. It belongs to the pilots
and airmen who gave cover overhead, to the in-
telligence specialists and negotiators and trans-
lators, to all the people who worked day after
night on the scene and in command centers half
a world away to save one man they knew only as
a fellow American.

And we recall that in those moments of dan-
ger and decision, these Americans did what
they were trained to do. They remembered
their skills. They did their duty. They per-
formed their job. They stood their watch. They
took their time and then they took their shot.
And they brought that captain home.

And as Commander Castellano said later of
his sailors, “Every citizen in the country should
be happy and thankful that they’re there.” And I
told him that we are.

So, class of 2009, months or years or decades
from now, should you find yourself in a moment
of danger, a moment of decision, should you
wonder, “What is expected of me? “What
should I do?” Just look at that ring on your fin-
ger. Remember your days on the bank of the
Severn. Remember all you achieved here and
all that you learned here: “Devotion to Honor,
Strength from Courage.”

Live these values, live these virtues. Emulate
the deeds of those who have gone before you.
Do this and you will not only distinguish your-
selves as sailors and marines, you will be in the
lead as we write the next proud chapter in the
story of this country that we love.
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Congratulations, class of 2009. God bless
the Navy. God bless the Marine Corps. And
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:18 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Vice Adm. Jeffrey

L. Fowler, USN, Superintendent, U.S. Naval
Academy; Ken Niumatalolo, head coach, U.S.
Naval Academy football team; and Richard
Phillips, captain, MV Maersk Alabama, who
was rescued from pirates off the coast of So-
malia on April 12.

Remarks on Signing the Credit Card Accountability, Responsibility, and
Disclosure Act of 2009
May 22, 2009

Hello, everybody. Please, have a seat—I’m
sorry. It is a great pleasure to have all of you
here at the White House on this gorgeous,
sunny day. The sun is shining, the birds are
singing; change is in the air. [Laughter]

This has been a historic week, a week in
which we’ve cast aside some old divisions and
put in place new reforms that will reduce our
dependence on foreign oil, prevent fraud
against homeowners, and save taxpayers mon-
ey by preventing wasteful Government con-
tracts, a week that marks significant progress
in the difficult work of changing our policies
and transforming our politics.

But the real test of change, ultimately, is
whether it makes a difference in the lives of
the American people. That’s what matters to
me. That’s what matters to my administration.
That’s what matters to the extraordinary col-
lection of Members of Congress that are
standing with me here, but also who are in the
audience. And we’re here today because of a
bill that will make a big difference, the Credit
Card Accountability, Responsibility, and Dis-
closure Act.

I want to thank all the Members of Con-
gress who were involved in this historic legisla-
tion, but I want to give a special shout-out to
Chris Dodd, who has been a relentless fighter
to get this done. Chris wouldn’t give up until
he got this legislation passed. He’s spent an
entire career fighting against special interests
and fighting for ordinary people, and this is
just the latest example. 

I want to thank his partner in crime, Sena-
tor Richard Shelby; on the House side, Repre-
sentatives Barney Frank, Carolyn Maloney,
and Luis Gutierrez, for their outstanding

work. And I want to also thank all the consum-
er advocates who are here today who fought
long and hard for these kinds of reforms. 

You know, most Americans use credit cards
all the time. In the majority of cases, this is a
convenience or a temporary, occasional
crutch, a means to make life a little easier, to
make the rare, large, or unexpected purchase
that’s paid off as quickly as possible. 

We’ve also seen credit cards become for a
minority of customers part of an uneasy, unsta-
ble dependence. Some end up in trouble be-
cause of reckless spending or wishful thinking.
Some get in over their heads by not using their
heads. And I want to be clear: We do not ex-
cuse or condone folks who’ve acted irresponsi-
bly. We don’t excuse irresponsibility. 

But the reason this legislation is so impor-
tant is because there are many others—many
who have written me letters, or grabbed my
arm along rope lines, or shared their stories
while choking back tears—who have relied on
credit cards not because they were avoiding
responsibilities, but precisely because they
wanted to meet their responsibilities and got
trapped. 

These are hard-working people whose
hours were cut, or the factory closed, who
turned to a credit card to get through a rough
month, which turned into 2 or 3 or 6 months
without a job. These are parents who found, to
their surprise, that their health insurance
didn’t cover a child’s expensive procedure and
had to pay the hospital bill, families who saw
their mortgage payments jump and used the
credit card more often to make up the differ-
ence. 
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These are borrowers who discovered that
credit card debt is all too easily a one-way
street: It’s easy to get in, but almost impossible
to get out. It’s also, by the way, a lot of small-
business owners who have helped to finance
their dream through credit cards and suddenly,
in this economic downturn, find themselves
getting hammered. 

Part of this is the broader economy, but part
of it is the practices of credit card companies.
Contracts are drafted not to inform, but to con-
fuse. Mysterious fees appear on statements,
payment deadlines shift, terms change, interest
rates rise. And suddenly, a credit card becomes
less of a lifeline and more of an anchor.

That’s what happened to Janet Hard of Free-
land, Michigan, who’s here today. Where’s Ja-
net? Right here. Janet is a nurse. Her husband
is a pipefitter. They’ve got two boys. Janet and
her husband have tried to be responsible; she’s
made her payments on time. But despite this,
Janet’s interest rate was increased to 24 per-
cent. And that 24 percent applied not just for
new purchases, but retroactively to her entire
balance. And so, despite making steady pay-
ments, totaling $2,400 one year, her debt went
down only by $350 that year. 

And Janet’s family is not alone. Over the past
decade, credit card debt has increased by 25
percent in our country. Nearly half of all Ameri-
cans carry a balance on their cards. Those who
do, carry an average balance of more than
$7,000. And as our economic situation wors-
ened—and many defaulted on their debt as a
result of a lost job, for example—a vicious cycle
ensued. Borrowers couldn’t pay their bills, and
so lenders raised rates. As rates went up, more
borrowers couldn’t pay.

Millions of cardholders have seen their inter-
est rates jump in just the past 6 months. One in
five Americans carry a balance that has been
charged interest rates above 20 percent—one in
five. 

Now, I also want to emphasize, these are
costs that often hit responsible credit card us-
ers. Interest can be charged even if you pay
your bill on time. Rates can be increased on
outstanding balances even if you aren’t late with
a payment. And if you sit—if you start to pay
down your balance, which is the right thing to

do, a company can require you to pay down the
debt with the lowest interest rate first, instead
of the highest, which makes it much harder to
ever get out of the red.

So we’re here to put a change to all that.
With this bill, we’re putting in place some com-
monsense reforms designed to protect consum-
ers like Janet. I want to be clear about this:
Credit card companies provide a valuable ser-
vice; we don’t begrudge them turning a profit.
We just want to make sure that they do so while
upholding basic standards of fairness, transpar-
ency, and accountability. Just as we demand
credit card users to act responsibly, we demand
that credit card companies act responsibly too.
And that’s not too much to ask. 

And that’s why, because of this new law,
statements will be required to tell credit card
holders how long it will take to pay off a balance
and what it will cost in interest if they only make
the minimum monthly payments. We also put a
stop to retroactive rate hikes that appear on a
bill suddenly with no rhyme or reason. 

Every card company will have to post its
credit card agreements online, and we’ll moni-
tor those agreements to see if new protections
are needed. Consumers will have more time to
understand their statements as well. Companies
will have to mail them 21 days before payment
is due, not 14. And this law ends the practice of
shifting payment dates. This always used to bug
me, when you’d get like—suddenly, it was due
on the 19th when it had been the 31st.

Lastly, among many other provisions, there
will be no more sudden charges—changes to
terms and conditions. We require at least 45
days notice if the credit card company is going
to change terms and conditions.

So we’re not going to give people a free pass,
and we expect consumers to live within their
means and pay what they owe. But we also ex-
pect financial institutions to act with the same
sense of responsibility that the American people
aspire to in their own lives. 

And this is a difficult time for our country,
born in many ways of our collective failure to
live up to our obligations to ourselves and to
one another. And the fact is, it took a long time
to dig ourselves into this economic hole; it’s go-
ing to take some time to dig ourselves out.
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But I’m heartened by what I’m seeing, by
the willingness of old adversaries to seek out
new partnerships, by the progress we’ve made
these past months to address many of our
toughest challenges. And I’m confident that as
a nation we will learn the lessons of our recent
past and that we will elevate again those values
at the heart of our success as a people: hard
work over the easy buck, responsibility over
recklessness, and, yes, moderation over extrav-
agance. 

This work has already begun, and now it
continues. I thank the Members of Congress
for putting their shoulder to the wheel in a bi-
partisan fashion and getting this piece of legis-

lation done. Congratulations to all of you. The
least I can do for you is to sign the thing.
[Laughter]

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

All right, everybody. Thank you. Have a
great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to pipefitter William Hard
of Freeland, MI. H.R. 627, approved May 22,
was assigned Public Law No. 111–24.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 23, 2009

This Memorial Day weekend, Americans
will gather on lawns and porches, fire up the
grill, and enjoy the company of family, friends,
and neighbors. But this is not only a time for
celebration, it’s also a time to reflect on what
this holiday is all about, to pay tribute to our
fallen heroes, and to remember the service
men and women who cannot be with us this
year because they are standing post far from
home in Iraq, Afghanistan, and around the
world.

On Friday, I traveled to Annapolis, where I
spoke at the commencement of the United
States Naval Academy. It was an honor to ad-
dress some of America’s newest sailors and
marines as their Commander in Chief. Look-
ing out at all of those young men and women, I
was reminded of the extraordinary service that
they are rendering to our country. And I was
reminded too of all of the sacrifices that their
parents, siblings, and loved ones make each
day on their behalf and on our behalf. 

Our fighting men and women and the mili-
tary families who love them embody what’s
best in America. And we have a responsibility
to serve all of them as well as they served us.
And yet all too often in recent years and de-
cades, we as a nation have failed to live up to
that responsibility. We failed to give them the
support they need or pay them the respect
they deserve. That’s a betrayal of the sacred

trust that America has with all who wear and
all who have worn the proud uniform of our
country. 

And that is a sacred trust I am committed to
keeping as President of the United States.
That’s why I will send our service men and
women into harm’s way only when it’s neces-
sary and ensure that they have the training and
equipment they need when they enter the the-
ater of war.

That’s why we are building a 21st century
Department of Veterans Affairs with the larg-
est single-year funding increase in three de-
cades. It’s a commitment that will help us pro-
vide our veterans with the support and bene-
fits they have earned and expand quality
health care to a half million more veterans.

That’s why, this week, I signed a bill that
will eliminate some of the waste and ineffi-
ciency in our defense projects, reform that will
better protect our Nation, better protect our
troops, and save taxpayers tens of billions of
dollars.

And that’s why we are laying a new founda-
tion for our economy, so that when our troops
return home and take off the uniform, they
can find a good job, provide for their families,
and earn a college degree on a post-9/11 GI
bill that will offer them the same opportunity
to live out their dreams that was afforded our
greatest generation.
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These are some of the ways we can, must,
and will honor the service of our troops and the
sacrifices of their families. But we must also do
our part, not only as a nation, but as individuals,
for those Americans who are bearing the bur-
den of wars being fought on our behalf. That
can mean sending a letter or a care package to
our troops overseas. It can mean volunteering at
a clinic where a wounded warrior is being treat-
ed or bringing supplies to a homeless veterans’
center. Or it can mean something as simple as
saying thank you to a veteran you pass on the
street.

That’s what Memorial Day is all about. It’s
about doing all we can to repay the debt we owe
to those men and women who have answered
our Nation’s call by fighting under its flag. It’s
about recognizing that we, as a people, did not
get here by accident or good fortune alone. It’s
about remembering the hard winter of 1776,
when our fragile American experiment seemed
doomed to fail, and the early battles of 1861,
when a union victory was anything but certain,
and the summer of 1944, when the fate of a

world rested on a perilous landing unlike any
ever attempted. 

It’s about remembering each and every one
of those moments when our survival as a nation
came down not simply to the wisdom of our
leaders or the resilience of our people, but to
the courage and valor of our fighting men and
women. For it’s only by remembering these
moments that we can truly appreciate a simple
lesson of American life: That what makes all we
are and all we aspire to be possible are the sacri-
fices of an unbroken line of Americans that
stretches back to our Nation’s founding. 

That’s the meaning of this holiday. That’s a
truth at the heart of our history. And that is a
lesson I hope all Americans will carry with them
this Memorial Day weekend and beyond. 

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on May 22 in the Green Room
at the White House for broadcast on May 23.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 22 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on May 23. 

Statement on the Death of Former President Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea
May 23, 2009

I was saddened by the news of the death of
former President Roh Moo-hyun of the Repub-
lic of Korea. During his tenure, President Roh
contributed to the strong and vital relationship

between the United States and the Republic of
Korea. On behalf of Government of the United
States, I offer my condolences to his family and
to the Korean people. 

Remarks on the Situation in North Korea
May 25, 2009

Good morning, everybody. We are on our
way to Arlington to remember the fallen and
those who have served America with extraordi-
nary valor. But before I go there, I wanted to
say a few words about North Korea’s announce-
ment that it has conducted a nuclear test, as
well as its decision to attempt a short-range mis-
sile launch.

North Korea’s nuclear and ballistic missile
programs pose a great threat to the peace and
security of the world, and I strongly condemn
their reckless action. North Korea’s actions en-

danger the people of Northeast Asia, they are a
blatant violation of international law, and they
contradict North Korea’s own prior commit-
ments.

Now, the United States and the international
community must take action in response. The
record is clear. North Korea has previously
committed to abandoning its nuclear program.
Instead of following through on that commit-
ment, it has chosen to ignore that commitment.
Its actions have also flown in the face of United
Nations resolutions. As a result, North Korea is
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not only deepening its own isolation, it’s also
inviting stronger international pressure. That’s
evident overnight, as Russia and China as well
as our traditional allies of South Korea and Ja-
pan have all come to the same conclusion:
North Korea will not find security and respect
through threats and illegal weapons.

And we will work with our friends and allies
to stand up to this behavior, and we will redou-
ble our efforts toward a more robust interna-

tional nonproliferation regime that all coun-
tries have responsibilities to meet. In this ef-
fort, the United States will never waiver from
our determination to protect our people and
the peace and security of the world.

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Situation in North Korea
May 25, 2009

Today North Korea said that it has conduct-
ed a nuclear test in violation of international
law. It appears to also have attempted a short-
range missile launch. These actions, while not
a surprise given its statements and actions to
date, are a matter of grave concern to all na-
tions. North Korea’s attempts to develop nu-
clear weapons, as well as its ballistic missile
program, constitute a threat to international
peace and security.

By acting in blatant defiance of the United
Nations Security Council, North Korea is di-
rectly and recklessly challenging the interna-

tional community. North Korea’s behavior in-
creases tensions and undermines stability in
Northeast Asia. Such provocations will only
serve to deepen North Korea’s isolation. It will
not find international acceptance unless it
abandons its pursuit of weapons of mass de-
struction and their means of delivery.

The danger posed by North Korea’s threat-
ening activities warrants action by the interna-
tional community. We have been and will con-
tinue working with our allies and partners in
the six-party talks as well as other members of
the U.N. Security Council in the days ahead.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
May 25, 2009

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you.
Thank you, Admiral Mullen, for that generous
introduction and for your sterling service to
our country. To members of our Armed Forc-
es, to our veterans, to honored guests, and
families of the fallen: I am deeply honored to
be with you on Memorial Day.

Thank you to the superintendent, John
Metzler, Jr., who cares for these grounds just
as his father did before him. To the 3d Infan-
try Regiment who, regardless of weather or
hour, guard the sanctity of this hallowed
ground with the reverence it deserves, we are
grateful to you. To servicemembers from ev-
ery branch of the military who, each Memorial
Day, place an American flag before every sin-
gle stone in this cemetery, we thank you as

well. We are indebted to all who tend to this
sacred place. 

Here lie Presidents and privates, Supreme
Court Justices and slaves, generals familiar to
history and unknown soldiers known only to
God.

A few moments ago, I laid a wreath at their
tomb to pay tribute to all who have given their
lives for this country. As a nation, we have
gathered here to repeat this ritual in moments
of peace, when we pay our respects to the fall-
en and give thanks for their sacrifice. And
we’ve gathered here in moments of war, when
the somber notes of “Taps” echo through the
trees and fresh grief lingers in the air.

Today is one of those moments where we
pay tribute to those who forged our history,
but hold closely the memory of those so
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recently lost. And even as we gather here this
morning, all across America, people are pausing
to remember, to mourn, and to pray. 

Old soldiers are pulling themselves a little
straighter to salute brothers lost a long time ago.
Children are running their fingers over colorful
ribbons that they know signify something of
great consequence, even if they don’t know ex-
actly why. Mothers are re-reading final letters
home, clutching photos of smiling sons or
daughters, as youthful and vibrant as they al-
ways will be.

They, and we, are the legacies of an unbro-
ken chain of proud men and women who served
their country with honor, who waged war so
that we might know peace, who braved hard-
ship so that we might know opportunity, who
paid the ultimate price so that we might know
freedom.

Those who rest in these fields fought in every
American war. They overthrew an empire and
gave birth to Revolution. They strained to hold
a young union together. They rolled back the
creeping tide of tyranny and stood post through
a long twilight struggle, and they took on the
terror and extremism that threatens our world’s
stability.

Their stories are the American story. More
than seven generations of them are chronicled
here at Arlington. They’re etched into stone, re-
counted by family and friends and silently ob-
served by the mighty oaks that have stood over
burial after burial.

To walk these grounds then is to walk
through that history. Not far from here, appro-
priately just across a bridge connecting Lincoln
to Lee, Union and Confederate soldiers share
the same land in perpetuity.

Just down the sweeping hill behind me rest
those we lost in World War II, fresh-faced GIs
who rose to the moment by unleashing a fury
that saved the world. Next week, I’ll visit Nor-
mandy, the place where our fate hung on an op-
eration unlike any ever attempted, where it will
be my tremendous honor to address some of
the brave men who stormed those beaches 65
years ago.

And tucked in a quiet corner to our north are
thousands of those we lost in Vietnam. We
know for many the casualties of that war en-

dure. Right now, there are veterans suffering
and families tracing their fingers over black
granite not 2 miles from here. They are why we
pledge anew to remember their service and re-
vere their sacrifice and honor them as they de-
serve.

This cemetery is, in and of itself, a testament
to the price our Nation has paid for freedom. A
quarter of a million marble headstones dot
these rolling hills in perfect military order, wor-
thy of the dignity of those who rest here. It can
seem overwhelming. But for the families of the
fallen, just one stone stands out, one stone that
requires no map to find.

Today, some of those stones are found at the
bottom of this hill in Section 60, where the fall-
en from Iraq and Afghanistan rest. The wounds
of war are fresh in Section 60. A steady stream
of visitors leaves reminders of life: photos, ted-
dy bears, favorite magazines. Friends place
small stones as a sign they stopped by. Combat
units leave bottles of beer or stamp cigarettes
into the ground as a salute to those they rode in
battle with. Perfect strangers visit in their free
time, compelled to tend to these heroes, to
leave flowers, to read poetry, to make sure they
don’t get lonely.

If the fallen could speak to us, what would
they say? Would they console us? Perhaps they
might say that while they could not know they’d
be called upon to storm a beach through a hail
of gunfire, they were willing to give up every-
thing for the defense of our freedom; that while
they could not know they’d be called upon to
jump into the mountains of Afghanistan and
seek an elusive enemy, they were willing to sac-
rifice all for their country; that while they
couldn’t possibly know they would be called to
leave this world for another, they were willing
to take that chance to save the lives of their
brothers and sisters in arms.

What is this thing—this sense of duty? What
tugs at a person until he or she says, “Send me”?
Why, in an age when so many have acted only in
pursuit of the narrowest self interest, have the
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines of this
generation volunteered all that they have on be-
half of others? Why have they been willing to
bear the heaviest burden?
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Whatever it is, they felt some tug; they an-
swered a call; they said, “I’ll go.” That is why
they are the best of America, and that is what
separates them from those who’ve not served
in uniform: Their extraordinary willingness to
risk their lives for people they never met.

And my grandfather served in Patton’s army
in World War II, but I cannot know what it is
like to walk into battle. I’m the father of two
young girls, but I can’t imagine what it’s like to
lose a child. These are things I cannot know.
But I do know this: I am humbled to be the
Commander in Chief of the finest fighting
force in the history of the world. 

I know that there is nothing I will not do to
keep our country safe, even as I face no harder
decision than sending our men and women to
war, and no moment more difficult than writ-
ing a letter to the families of the fallen. And
that’s why as long as I am President, I will only
send our troops into harm’s way when it is ab-
solutely necessary, and I will always provide
them with the equipment and support they
need to get the job done. 

I know that military families sacrifice more
than we can understand and feel an absence
greater than we can comprehend. And that’s
why Michelle and I are committed to easing
their burden.

And I know what a grateful nation owes to
those who serve under its proud flag. And
that’s why I promise all our service men and
women that when the guns fall silent and you
do return home, it will be to an America that is

forever here for you, just as you’ve been there
for us. 

With each death, we are heartbroken. With
each death, we grow more determined. This
bustling graveyard can be a restless place for
the living, where solace sometimes comes only
from meeting others who know similar grief.
But it reminds us all the meaning of valor. It
reminds us all of our own obligations to one
another. It recounts that most precious aspect
of our history and tells us that we will only rise
or fall together.

So on this day of silent remembrance and
solemn prayer, I ask all Americans, wherever
you are, whoever you’re with, whatever you’re
doing, to pause in national unity at 3 o’clock
this afternoon. I ask you to ring a bell or offer a
prayer; say a silent thank you. And commit to
give something back to this Nation, something
lasting, in their memory, to affirm in our own
lives and advance around the world those en-
during ideals of justice, equality, and opportu-
nity for which they and so many generations of
Americans have given that last full measure of
devotion.

God bless you, God bless the fallen, and
God bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. in
Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington National
Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred to Adm.
Michael G. Mullen, USN, Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff, who introduced the President;
and John C. Metzler, Jr., superintendent, Ar-
lington National Cemetery.

Remarks on the Nomination of Sonia Sotomayor To Be a Supreme Court
Associate Justice
May 26, 2009

Thank you. Well, I’m excited too. [Laugh-
ter] Of the many responsibilities granted to a
President by our Constitution, few are more
serious or more consequential than selecting a
Supreme Court Justice. The members of our
highest court are granted life tenure, often
serving long after the Presidents who appoint-

ed them, and they are charged with the vital
task of applying principles put to paper more
than 20 [2]* centuries ago to some of the most
difficult questions of our time.

So I don’t take this decision lightly. I’ve
made it only after deep reflection and careful
deliberation. While there are many qualities

 * White House correction.
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that I admire in judges across the spectrum of
judicial philosophy and that I seek in my own
nominee, there are few that stand out that I just
want to mention.

First and foremost is a rigorous intellect, a
mastery of the law, an ability to hone in on the
key issues and provide clear answers to complex
legal questions. Second is a recognition of the
limits of the judicial role, an understanding that
a judge’s job is to interpret, not make, law, to
approach decisions without any particular ideol-
ogy or agenda, but rather a commitment to im-
partial justice, a respect for precedent, and a
determination to faithfully apply the law to the
facts at hand.

These two qualities are essential, I believe,
for anyone who would sit on our Nation’s high-
est court. And yet, these qualities alone are in-
sufficient. We need something more. For as Su-
preme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes
once said: “The life of the law has not been log-
ic; it has been experience.” Experience being
tested by obstacles and barriers, by hardship
and misfortune, experience insisting, persisting,
and ultimately, overcoming those barriers. It is
experience that can give a person a common
touch and a sense of compassion, an under-
standing of how the world works and how ordi-
nary people live. And that is why it is a neces-
sary ingredient in the kind of Justice we need
on the Supreme Court.

The process of reviewing and selecting a suc-
cessor to Justice Souter has been rigorous and
comprehensive, not least because of the stan-
dard that Justice Souter himself has set with his
formidable intellect and fair-mindedness and
decency. I’ve sought the advice of Members of
Congress on both sides of the aisle, including
every member of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee. My team has reached out to constitutional
scholars, advocacy organizations, and bar associ-
ations representing an array of interests and
opinions. And I want to thank members of my
staff and administration who have worked so
hard and given so much of their time as part of
this effort.

After completing this exhaustive process, I
have decided to nominate an inspiring woman
who I believe will make a great Justice, Judge

Sonia Sotomayor of the great State of New
York.

Over a distinguished career that spans three
decades, Judge Sotomayor has worked at almost
every level of our judicial system, providing her
with a depth of experience and a breadth of
perspective that will be invaluable as a Supreme
Court Justice.

It’s a measure of her qualities and her qualifi-
cations that Judge Sotomayor was nominated to
the U.S. District Court by a Republican Presi-
dent, George H.W. Bush, and promoted to the
Federal Court of Appeals by a Democrat, Bill
Clinton. Walking in the door she would bring
more experience on the bench, and more varied
experience on the bench, than anyone currently
serving on the United States Supreme Court
had when they were appointed.

Judge Sotomayor is a distinguished graduate
of two of America’s leading universities. She’s
been a big-city prosecutor and a corporate liti-
gator. She spent 6 years as a trial judge on the
U.S. District Court and would replace Justice
Souter as the only Justice with experience as a
trial judge, a perspective that would enrich the
judgments of the Court.

For the past 11 years, she has been a judge
on the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit
of New York, one of the most demanding cir-
cuits in the country. There she has handed
down decisions on a range of constitutional and
legal questions that are notable for their careful
reasoning, earning the respect of colleagues on
the bench, the admiration of many lawyers who
argue cases in her court, and the adoration of
her clerks who look to her as a mentor.

During her tenure on the District Court, she
presided over roughly 450 cases. One case in
particular involved a matter of enormous con-
cern to many Americans, including me, the
baseball strike of 1994–95. [Laughter] In a deci-
sion that reportedly took her just 15 minutes to
announce, a swiftness much appreciated by
baseball fans everywhere—[laughter]—she is-
sued an injunction that helped end the strike.
Some say that Judge Sotomayor saved baseball.

Judge Sotomayor came to the District Court
from a law firm where she was a partner
focused on complex commercial litigation,
gaining insight into the workings of a global
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economy. Before that she was a prosecutor in
the Manhattan DA’s office, serving under the
legendary Robert Morgenthau, an early
mentor of Sonia’s who still sings her praises
today. There Sonia learned what crime can do
to a family and a community and what it takes
to fight it. It’s a career that has given her not
only a sweeping overview of the American
judicial system, but a practical understanding
of how the law works in the everyday lives of
the American people.

But as impressive and meaningful as Judge
Sotomayor’s sterling credentials in the law is
her own extraordinary journey. Born in the
South Bronx, she was raised in a housing proj-
ect not far from Yankee Stadium, making her a
lifelong Yankee’s fan. I hope this will not dis-
qualify her—[laughter]—in the eyes of the
New Englanders in the Senate. [Laughter]

Sonia’s parents came to New York from
Puerto Rico during Second World War, her
mother as part of the Women’s Army Corps.
And, in fact, her mother is here today, and I’d
like us all to acknowledge Sonia’s mom. So-
nia’s mom has been a little choked up. [Laugh-
ter] But she, Sonia’s mother, began a family
tradition of giving back to this country. Sonia’s
father was a factory worker with a third grade
education who didn’t speak English. But like
Sonia’s mother, he had a willingness to work
hard, a strong sense of family, and a belief in
the American Dream.

When Sonia was 9, her father passed away,
and her mother worked 6 days a week as a
nurse to provide for Sonia and her brother,
who is also here today, is a doctor and a terrific
success in his own right. But Sonia’s mom
bought the only set of encyclopedias in the
neighborhood, sent her children to a Catholic
school called Cardinal Spellman, out of a be-
lief that with a good education here in Ameri-
ca all things are possible.

With the support of family, friends, and
teachers, Sonia earned scholarships to Prince-
ton, where she graduated at the top of her
class, and Yale Law School, where she was an
editor of the Yale Law Journal, stepping onto
the path that led her here today.

Along the way she’s faced down barriers,
overcome the odds, lived out the American

Dream that brought her parents here so long
ago. And even as she has accomplished so
much in her life, she has never forgotten
where she began, never lost touch with the
community that supported her. What Sonia
will bring to the Court, then, is not only the
knowledge and experience acquired over a
course of a brilliant legal career, but the wis-
dom accumulated from an inspiring life’s jour-
ney.

It’s my understanding that Judge Sotomay-
or’s interest in the law was sparked as a young
girl by reading the Nancy Drew se-
ries—[laughter]—and that when she was diag-
nosed with diabetes at the age of 8, she was in-
formed that people with diabetes can’t grow
up to be police officers or private investigators
like Nancy Drew. And that’s when she was
told she’d have to scale back her dreams.

Well, Sonia, what you’ve shown in your life
is that it doesn’t matter where you come from,
what you look like, or what challenges life
throws your way, no dream is beyond reach in
the United States of America.

And when Sonia Sotomayor ascends those
marble steps to assume her seat on the highest
court in the land, America will have taken an-
other important step towards realizing the ide-
al that is etched above its entrance: Equal jus-
tice under the law.

I hope the Senate acts in a bipartisan fash-
ion, as it has in confirming Judge Sotomayor
twice before, and as swiftly as possible, so that
she can take her seat on the Court in Septem-
ber and participate in deliberations as the
Court chooses which cases it will hear this
coming year.

And with that, I’d like all of you to give a
warm greeting as I invite Judge Sotomayor to
say a few words.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:13 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Celina Sotomayor,
mother, and Juan Sotomayor, brother, of Su-
preme Court Associate Justice-designate Soto-
mayor. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of Supreme Court Associate Justice-designate
Sotomayor.
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Statement on the Detention of Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma
May 26, 2009

I call on the Burmese Government to release
National League for Democracy secretary gen-
eral and Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San
Suu Kyi from detention immediately and un-
conditionally. I strongly condemn her house ar-
rest and detention, which have also been con-
demned around the world. The United Nations
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention has is-
sued opinions affirming that the detention of
Aung San Suu Kyi dating back to 2003 is arbi-
trary, unjustified, and in contravention of Bur-
ma’s own law, and the United Nations Security
Council reaffirmed on May 22 their concern
about the situation and called for the release of
all political prisoners.

Aung San Suu Kyi’s continued detention, iso-
lation, and show trial based on spurious charges
cast serious doubt on the Burmese regime’s
willingness to be a responsible member of the

international community. This is an important
opportunity for the Government in Burma to
demonstrate that it respects its own laws and its
own people, is ready to work with the National
League for Democracy and other ethnic and
opposition groups, and is prepared to move to-
ward reconciliation.

By her actions, Aung San Suu Kyi has repre-
sented profound patriotism, sacrifice, and the
vision of a democratic and prosperous Burma.
It is time for the Burmese Government to drop
all charges against Aung San Suu Kyi and un-
conditionally release her and her fellow political
prisoners. Such an action would be an affirma-
tive and significant step on Burma’s part to be-
gin to restore its standing in the eyes of the
United States and the world community and to
move toward a better future for its people.

Statement on the White House Organization for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism
May 26, 2009

As President, my highest priority is the safety
and security of the American people. That is
why, in February, I issued a Presidential Study
Directive to look at how the White House
should be organized to deal with the critical is-
sues of homeland security and counterterror-
ism. I have carefully reviewed the findings and
recommendations of that study, and am an-
nouncing a new approach which will strengthen
our security and the safety of our citizens.
These decisions reflect the fundamental truth
that the challenges of the 21st Century are in-
creasingly unconventional and transnational,
and therefore demand a response that effective-
ly integrates all aspects of American power. 

Key decisions that I have made include:

• The full integration of White House staff
supporting national security and home-
land security. The new “National Security
Staff” will support all White House policy-
making activities related to international,
transnational, and homeland security mat-

ters. The establishment of the new Na-
tional Security Staff, under the direction
of the National Security Advisor, will end
the artificial divide between White House
staff who have been dealing with national
security and homeland security issues. 

• Maintaining the Homeland Security
Council as the principle venue for inter-
agency deliberations on issues that affect
the security of the homeland such as ter-
rorism, weapons of mass destruction, nat-
ural disasters, and pandemic influenza.
The Homeland Security Council, like its
National Security Council counterpart,
will be supported by the National Security
Staff. 

• The establishment of new directorates
and positions within the National Security
Staff to deal with new and emerging 21st
Century challenges associated with
cybersecurity, WMD terrorism,
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transborder security, information
sharing, and resilience policy, including
preparedness and response. 

• Retaining the position of Assistant to the
President for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism (AP/HSCT) as my
principal White House advisor on these
issues, with direct and immediate access
to me. The security of our homeland is
of paramount importance to me, and I
will not allow organizational impedi-
ments to stand in the way of timely ac-
tion that ensures the safety of our citi-
zens. 

• Creating a new Global Engagement Di-
rectorate to drive comprehensive en-
gagement policies that leverage diploma-
cy, communications, international devel-

opment and assistance, and domestic en-
gagement and outreach in pursuit of a
host of national security objectives, in-
cluding those related to homeland secu-
rity.

The United States faces a wide array of
challenges to its security, and the White
House must be organized to effectively and ef-
ficiently leverage the tremendous talent and
expertise of the dedicated Americans who
work within it. The creation of the National
Security Staff and the other recommendations
from the study that I have approved will help
to keep our country safe and our Homeland
secure.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this statement.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Harry Reid in Las Vegas, Nevada
May 26, 2009

Thank you so much. It is good to be back in
Vegas. I was telling people, I am back in Cae-
sars. That was the hotel where we stayed at
when we were campaigning here in Nevada. I
thought I had a pretty nice room. [Laughter]
But now that I’m President, they upgraded
me. I got the upgrade. And it’s a really nice
room now, man. [Laughter]

It is good to see all of you. How about Bette
Midler? Right? Sheryl Crow, Rachael Yamaga-
ta, Rita Rudner, and Clint Holmes, give it up
for our outstanding performers.

I want to thank all of the hard-working
elected officials in Nevada, many of whom are
here tonight. But there are a handful that I’ve
got to give a special shout-out to: first of all,
Congresswoman Shelley Berkley; our new
Congresswoman Dina Titus; a great friend of
mine, our—of my earliest supporters, cochair
for Nevadans for Obama, Steven Horsford.
And although she’s not here tonight, she’s do-
ing a great job on behalf of everybody here in
Vegas, the Nevada assembly speaker, Barbara
Buckley. Please give her a big round of ap-
plause.

It is a pleasure to be here tonight on behalf
of my good friend, your Senator, this Nation’s

Senate majority leader, Harry Reid. The last
few years, Harry has done an extraordinary job
as the leader of the U.S. Senate. And that’s not
easy, by the way. One of the last majority lead-
ers wrote a book—titled it “Herding Cats.”
And that’s what dealing with the Senate is all
about. It is not easy. But Harry is somebody
who has consistently fought on those issues
that matter not just to Democrats but to mid-
dle class families all across America: good jobs,
affordable health care, clean energy, world-
class schools. This is a man who still makes his
decisions and chooses battles based on the val-
ues that he was raised with in Searchlight, Ne-
vada. [Applause] Are you from Searchlight?
[Laughter] We got some Searchlight folks
here. And that’s why we need to keep Harry
Reid exactly where he belongs, as the leader of
the U.S. Senate, as somebody who carries the
voices and the values of Searchlight and Ne-
vada, all the small towns across America that
have been forgotten for so long. He gives voice
to forgotten people in Washington, DC.

Now, being back here with all of you in Ne-
vada tonight reminds me of why I like getting
out of Washington every so often. [Laughter]
Because it brings back a lot of memories of all
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those days that I spent here on the campaign
trail. And I want to start tonight by saying thank
you, because I know that I’m here because of so
many people like you, people all across the
country who made calls and knocked on doors
and registered voters and dug deep and gave
what they could, because you were hungry for
new leadership and new ideas and a new kind of
politics. And working with Harry Reid, that’s
what I’m delivering right now.

You believed that after an era of selfishness
and greed, we can reclaim a sense of responsi-
bility, from Main Street to Wall Street to Wash-
ington. You believed that instead of huge in-
equalities, we can restore a sense of fairness to
our economy, building a new foundation for
lasting growth and prosperity. You believed that
in a time of war and turmoil, we can stand
strong against our enemies and stand firmly for
our ideals and show a new face of American
leadership to the world.

That’s the change you believed in, that’s the
trust you placed in me, and that’s something I’ll
never forget. But we all know that winning the
election was just the beginning of our work.
That victory alone wasn’t the change that we
sought. It was just the opportunity to make
change. And I don’t know about you, but I think
it’s fair to say that over these past 4 months,
we’ve done a pretty good job of seizing that op-
portunity.

To jump-start job creation, get our economy
moving again, we helped with—we passed, with
the help of Harry Reid and both Houses of
Congress, the most ambitious economic recov-
ery package in our Nation’s history, gave tax
cuts to 95 percent of working families, put peo-
ple back to work modernizing our health care
system, rebuilding our crumbling roads and
bridges, investing in renewable energy that will
help boost our economy and preserve our plan-
et.

We launched plans to stabilize our housing
market, unfreeze our credit markets, and en-
sure the survival of our auto industry in this new
century. We passed a budget that will cut our
deficit in half while making investments to spur
long-term growth. We lifted the ban on Federal
funding for stem cell research. We expanded
the Children’s Health Insurance Program to

cover 11 million children in need. We passed a
national service bill to create hundreds of thou-
sands of opportunities for people to serve in
their communities. We passed the Lilly Ledbet-
ter Fair Pay Act—the first bill I signed into
law—because we should have equal pay for
equal work. And just last week we passed a se-
ries of reforms that won’t just change policies in
Washington, they’ll change the way business is
done in Washington.

Last Tuesday, we brought auto executives, la-
bor unions, environmental groups, Democrats,
and Republicans together to set a national fuel
efficiency standard for our cars and trucks for
the first time in history, weaning ourselves off of
Middle Eastern oil, but also saving our planet in
the process. On Wednesday, I signed bipartisan
legislation to help homeowners and crack down
on predatory lenders who seek to take advan-
tage of them. On Friday, I signed two laws, one
that will protect consumers from unfair rate
hikes and abusive fees levied by credit card
companies, another that will eliminate waste in
our defense budget and save taxpayers billions
of dollars. And today I nominated a brilliant in-
dividual to serve on the United States Supreme
Court, Judge Sonia Sotomayor.

Let me just tell you a little bit about this
woman. This is a woman who will bring more
experience on the bench than anyone currently
serving on the Supreme Court had when they
were appointed: She graduated the top of her
class at Princeton; editor of the Law Journal at
Yale; prosecutor in the Manhattan DA’s office;
corporate litigator; 6 years as a trial judge on the
U.S. District Court; her 11th year on the U.S.
Court of Appeals, the second highest court in
the land. Nobody can say she’s not qualified to
be on the Supreme Court.

But as impressive and meaningful as Judge
Sotomayor’s sterling credentials in the law are,
her extraordinary life journey is even more ex-
ceptional. Born in the South Bronx—[ap-
plause]—raised in a—hey, South Bronx. We got
everybody here. We got Searchlight, we got
South Bronx. [Laughter] All right, I’m not going
to shout out everybody’s—[applause]. Where
was I? [Laughter] I’m talking about the next Su-
preme Court Justice, born in the South Bronx,
raised in a housing project by parents who came
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to New York from Puerto Rico during the Sec-
ond World War. Father was a factory worker
with a third grade education, didn’t speak
English. When Sonia was just 9, her father
passed away. Her mother worked 6 days a
week as a nurse to provide for Sonia and her
brother, buying the only encyclopedias in the
neighborhood, sending their children to Cath-
olic school out of a belief that with a good edu-
cation here in America all things are possible.

Sonia Sotomayor’s life is proof that all
things are possible. And when she ascends
those marble steps to assume her seat on the
highest court of the land, America will take an-
other important step towards realizing the ide-
al that’s chiseled above its entrance: Equal jus-
tice under the law.

So I’m inspired by her. I’m honored to
nominate her. And I know that Harry Reid
and others in the Senate will make sure that
she is confirmed as our next Supreme Court
Justice.

And I know that because Harry has just as
improbable a story. And so do I. And that’s
what politics should be about, remembering
that, for a whole lot of folks, life isn’t easy.
They’re not born into advantage. But what sets
America apart is the fact that we can make of
our lives what we will. Yes we can. And that’s
what we’re doing in Washington every day, fig-
uring out how can we give a helping hand to
ordinary Americans like Sonia Sotomayor’s
mother, like a young Harry Reid who needs a
scholarship, maybe, like a Barack Obama who
might need that inspiring teacher in a school.

And all in all, we’re making progress on the
important issues of the day, the issues that are
going to matter not just for this generation but
for the next generation. I’m pleased with how
far we’ve come, but I’m not satisfied. I’m con-
fident in the future, but I’m not content, not
when there are workers out there still out of a
job and families who still can’t pay their bills,
not when there are too many Americans who
can’t afford health care and so many of our
kids being left behind, not when we’re not
leading the world in developing the new ener-
gy sources of the 21st century. We have come
a long way. We can see the light on the hori-

zon, but we’ve got a much longer journey
ahead.

And that’s why all of you are here tonight.
That’s why you’re digging deep. That’s why I
know you’re going to make those phone calls
and knock on those doors and get to the polls
again next November so that we make sure
that Harry Reid continues his devoted service
to this great State.

And that’s why I’m here tonight, because I
can’t bring the change I promised all by my-
self. I can’t rebuild an economy by myself. I
can’t reform our health care system and edu-
cation systems and preserve our environment
and keep our Nation safe all alone. That’s not
how it works. I need partners in Congress,
leaders who are determined to make a differ-
ence for the folks they represent. And right
now, more than ever before, we need their
help. America needs their help. We need their
help to build schools that meet high standards
and close the achievement gap and prepare
our kids for the challenges of the 21st century,
reward teachers for performance and give
them new pathways for advancement.

We need their help to reach the goal I’ve set
for our education in this country that by 2020,
America will once again have the highest pro-
portion of college graduates in the world. We
need their help to pass a comprehensive ener-
gy and climate bill that will finally reduce our
dangerous dependence on foreign oil, offer
new energy incentives to reduce the pollution
that threatens our health and our climate.

We need a plan that will create millions of
new jobs, producing wind turbines and solar
panels, like you’re doing right here in Nevada.
Because the nation that leads the 21st century
in clean energy, that nation will lead in the
global economy. America can and must be that
nation.

We need help to create a 21st century
health care system to cut costs for families and
businesses across America. And working with
Harry Reid and other Members of Congress,
we are going to do everything we can to
achieve comprehensive health care reform by
the end of this year. We’ve been waiting too
long. We’re going to make it happen this year.
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And finally, even as we do all this, we need to
restore fiscal discipline in Washington so we
don’t leave our children and grandchildren with
a mountain of debt. Already, my administration
has identified more than 100 Government pro-
grams that we can reduce or eliminate. They’re
not working the way they should. That will save
taxpayers nearly $17 billion next year alone.
We’re going through the budget line by line
looking for more places where we can shift dol-
lars from things that don’t work to things that
do.

We’re living through extraordinary times. We
didn’t ask for the challenges that we face, but
we are determined to answer the call to meet
those challenges, to cast aside the old argu-
ments and overcome the stubborn divisions and
move forward as one people and one nation. It
won’t be easy, Nevada. There will be setbacks,
Las Vegas. It will take time but I promise you, I
promise you, I’ll always tell you the truth about
the challenges we face. I’ll always tell you the
truth about the steps we’re taking to meet
them. I will continue to measure my progress

by the progress that the American people see in
their own lives.

And so if you stand with me, if you stand with
Harry Reid, I know that years from now we will
look back on this time, at this moment and say,
that’s when the American people came together
to reclaim their future to write the next great
chapter of the American story.

We can only do it with Harry Reid, and I can
only do it with you, the people of Las Vegas, the
people of Nevada, the people of America.
Thank you. God bless you. May God bless the
United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:33 p.m. in the
Colosseum at Caesars Palace hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainers Bette Midler,
Sheryl Crow, Rachael Yamagata, Rita Rudner,
and Clint Holmes; former Senate Majority
Leader Chester T. “Trent” Lott; and Celina So-
tomayor, mother, and Juan Sotomayor, brother,
of Supreme Court Associate Justice-designate
Sotomayor. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 27. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada
May 27, 2009

Thank you so much. Everybody please have a
seat. Thank you so much. I’ve got some special
acknowledgments that I have to make. First of
all, we’ve got some members of the congressio-
nal delegation Nevada who are doing outstand-
ing jobs not only for Nevada but also for the
men and women in uniform. And so please give
a warm welcome to Congresswoman Shelley
Berkley, Congresswoman Dina Titus. And
we’re in his district, he couldn’t be here, but
Congressman Dean Heller, please give him a
big round of applause.

I also want to thank the State controller, Kim
Wallin, for her great work; the Nevada secretary
of State, Ross Miller; Nevada State treasurer,
Kate Marshall. I want to thank the Brigadier
General, Stanley Kresge, for the wonderful,
outstanding work that he does, as well as Colo-
nel Dave Belote, who just gave me an outstand-
ing tour of the solar panel facility out here. But

mainly I want to thank all of you, the men and
women in uniform, for your service to our coun-
try. We’re grateful to you. Thank you.

I just spoke to a handful of your commanders
here. I know some are about to be deployed to
Iraq and Afghanistan, many have just come
back. The fact that you serve each and every day
to keep us safe is something that every Ameri-
can is grateful for. And so if I don’t do anything
else as your Commander in Chief, I’m going to
make sure that we’re there for you just as you’ve
been there for us. So thank you very much.

Finally, let me acknowledge Senator Harry
Reid, not just for the generous introduction, not
only because he’s been a great friend, not only
because he’s been an outstanding Majority
Leader, but also because of everything that he’s
done for the people of Nevada and for the
armed services. He is somebody who has never
forgotten his roots. After all these years, he still
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brings the voices and values of Searchlight,
Nevada to the Nation’s most important de-
bates in Washington, DC, and we are better
off because he does. So please give Harry Reid
a big round of applause. 

You know, it’s always a pleasure to get out of
Washington a little bit. Washington is okay,
but it’s nice taking some time to talk to Ameri-
cans of every walk of life outside of the Na-
tion’s Capital. And there’s nothing like a quick
trip to Vegas in the middle of the week. Like
millions of other Americans, we come to this
beautiful city for the sights and for the sounds.
And today we come for the sun, because right
now, we’re standing near the largest solar elec-
tric plant of its kind in the entire Western
Hemisphere—the entire Western Hemi-
sphere. More than 72,000 solar panels built on
part of an old landfill provide 25 percent of the
electricity for the 12,000 people who live and
work here at Nellis, that’s the equivalent of
powering about 13,200 homes during the day.

It’s a project that took about half a year to
complete, created 200 jobs, and will save the
United States Air Force, which is the largest
consumer of energy in the Federal Govern-
ment, nearly $1 million a year. It will also re-
duce harmful carbon pollution by 24,000 tons
per year, which is the equivalent of removing
4,000 cars from our roads. And most impor-
tantly, this base serves as a shining example of
what’s possible when we harness the power of
clean, renewable energy to build a new, firmer
foundation for economic growth.

Now, that’s the kind of foundation we’re
trying to build all across America. One hun-
dred days ago, in the midst of the worst eco-
nomic crisis in half a century, we passed the
most sweeping economic recovery act in histo-
ry, a plan designed to save jobs, create new
ones, and put money in people’s pockets. It’s a
plan designed not only to revive the economy
in the short term, but to rebuild the economy
over the long term. It’s a plan that we passed
thanks to the tireless efforts of Harry Reid and
Congresswoman Berkley and Congresswom-
an Titus and all the other outstanding public
servants in Washington.

But if it hadn’t been for Harry Reid—be-
cause the Senate is tough—moving this Re-

covery Act through Congress with the skill and
tenacity and urgency of somebody who knows
the struggles that millions of people are going
through, we would have not gotten it done. So
I am eternally grateful to him and the other
members of the congressional delegation for
helping to pass this plan.

And 100 days later, we’re already seeing re-
sults. And today we’re releasing a report that
details the progress that we’ve made in every
region of the country. In these last few
months, the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act has saved or created nearly 150,000
jobs, jobs building solar panels and wind tur-
bines, making homes and buildings more en-
ergy efficient. They’re the jobs of teachers and
police officers and nurses who have not been
laid off as a consequence of this Recovery Act.
They’re the jobs fixing roads and bridges, jobs
at startups and small businesses, and jobs that
will put thousands of young Americans to work
this summer.

Also in the Recovery Act, by the way, is all
sorts of construction taking place on bases just
like Nellis to support military families, and I
know that that is something that Michelle
Obama has taken a lot of time looking into;
that’s something that I’m spending a lot of
time thinking about. We want to make sure
that our bases and our facilities are the best in
the world for our best troops. 

Ninety-five percent of all working families
saw their take-home pay increase because of
the tax cut that we provided in the Recovery
Act. Fifty-four million seniors received $250
extra in their Social Security checks. Laid-off
workers have received greater unemployment
benefits and paid less for their health care. For
the thousands of families whose homes have
been made more energy efficient, it’s also
saved them about $350 on their energy bills.
Other Americans saved thousands by taking
advantage of the tax credits the Recovery Act
has provided for the purchase of a new home,
or a new fuel-efficient car, or energy efficient
cooling and heating systems, windows, and in-
sulation. And all of this has helped to fuel de-
mand that is helping businesses put more
Americans back to work.
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But this is just the beginning. There are still
too many Americans out of work and too many
who still worry that their job may be next. There
are still too many families struggling to pay the
bills, and too many businesses struggling to
keep their doors open. And that’s why we will
continue to implement the Recovery Act as
quickly and effectively as possible over the next
2 years. We’re just at the start of this Recovery
Act. We are going to keep on going through this
year and into next year, because we are going to
make sure that not only are we putting people
back to work, but we’re laying the foundation
for a better economy. And that’s why my ad-
ministration will continue an unrelenting, day-
by-day effort to fight for economic recovery on
all fronts.

Now, I just want to emphasize, even as we
clear away some of the wreckage and debris of
this extraordinary recession, I’ve also said that
our next task is making sure that this doesn’t
happen again. We can’t return to the same bub-
ble-and-bust, borrow-and-spend economy
based on maxed-out credit cards and overlever-
aged banks and financial profits that were only
real on paper—see, that young lady agrees with
me. [Laughter] We have to lay a new founda-
tion for prosperity, a foundation constructed on
the pillars that will grow our economy and help
America compete in the 21st century.

And a renewable energy revolution is one of
those pillars. We know the cost of our oil addic-
tion all too well. It’s the cost measured by the
billions of dollars we send to nations with unsta-
ble or unfriendly regimes. We help to fund both
sides of the war on terror because of our addic-
tion to oil. It’s the cost of our vulnerability to
the volatility of the oil markets. It’s the cost we
feel in shifting weather patterns that are already
causing unprecedented droughts and more in-
tense storms. It’s a cost we can’t bear any lon-
ger.

Today, projects like the one at Nellis are still
the exception to the rule, unfortunately. Ameri-
ca produces less than 3 percent of our electrici-
ty through renewable sources of energy like
wind and solar—less than 3 percent. In con-
trast, Denmark produces 20 percent of their
electricity through wind. We pioneered solar
technology, but we’ve fallen behind countries

like Germany and Japan in generating it, even
though they get less sun than we do. They cer-
tainly get less sun than Nevada. [Laughter]

So we’ve got a choice: We can remain the
world’s leading importer of oil, sending our
money and our wealth away, or we can become
the world’s leading exporter of clean energy.
We can hand over the jobs of the future to our
competitors, or we can confront what they’ve al-
ready recognized as the great opportunity of
our time: The nation that leads the world in cre-
ating new sources of clean energy will be the
nation that leads the 21st century global econo-
my. And that’s the nation I want America to be,
and I know that’s the nation you want America
to be.

Already, we’ve made more progress on this
front in the last 4 months than we have in the
last three decades. Last week, I brought auto
executives, labor unions, environmental groups,
Democrats, and Republicans together to set the
toughest ever national fuel efficiency standard
for our cars and trucks, a standard that will save
1.8 billion barrels of oil over the lifetime of the
vehicles sold in the next 5 years.

In Congress, leaders like Harry Reid are also
working to pass a historic energy plan that will
help end our dependence on foreign oil while
preventing the worst consequences of climate
change. It’s a system—it’s a plan that will create
a system of clean energy incentives that will cre-
ate good, American jobs and crack down on pol-
luters who pollute the air we breathe and the
water we drink.

Finally, by the end of the next 2 years, the
Recovery Act will have enabled the—a dou-
bling of our Nation’s capacity to generate re-
newable energy by investing in projects just like
the one on this Air Force base. And today I’m
announcing the availability of funding for two
Recovery Act programs that will help us reach
that goal.

The first is a solar energy technologies pro-
gram that will help replicate the success of the
Nellis project in cities and States across Ameri-
ca, because in this case, what happens in Vegas
should not stay in Vegas. [Laughter] We want
everybody to know what we’re doing here in
Vegas. We’ll invest in the development and de-
ployment of solar technology wherever it can
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thrive, and we’ll find the best ways to integrate
solar power into our electric grid.

The second program I’m announcing will
help develop the use of geothermal energy in
America. As many of you in Nevada know,
geothermal energy is literally defined as “heat
from the Earth.” This heat can then be har-
nessed as a clean, affordable, and reliable
source of energy. And already, Nevada has 17
industrial scale geothermal plants, and your
capacity to generate this type of power is ex-
pected to increase in the next few years. The
program we’re announcing will help accelerate
this process here and across America. So this is
something that we expect will—[ap-
plause]—this will create more jobs, it will cre-
ate more businesses, and more affordable
electricity for the American people.

Now, from where we stand today, the road
to economic recovery is still long. We’ve got a
lot of work to do. There are a lot of folks who
are still hurting out there. And the road to a
new, clean energy economy is even longer.
We’re not going to do it overnight. But after 4
months of this administration and 100 days of
this Recovery Act, we have carved out a path
toward progress. It’s a path that begins in plac-
es just like this Air Force base, where ordinary
citizens tap into their sense of innovation and
ingenuity to reinvent the world around them.

This base has been known as the “Home of
the Fighter Pilot.” Now it’s the home of the
largest solar energy installation of its kind in
the Western Hemisphere. And by the way, the
two concepts are connected because it is good
for our national security if we’ve got more con-
trol over our own energy use. And that’s the

story that will be told all across America, in cit-
ies and towns, where a shuttered factory re-
opens to build wind turbines; where a hospital
treats patients with new technology and pulls
up their history with new electronic records;
where a young entrepreneur with a nest egg
and a good idea starts a business and creates
more jobs.

That’s how we move America forward. This
is how we’ve always moved forward. It hap-
pens slowly, in fits and starts, but it always
happens surely when we are dedicated to
bringing about change. It happens not by
chance or by luck, but because the American
people keep pushing ahead, persevering
through hardship, growing through challenge,
building something firmer and stronger in
place of what was. That’s the work we’ve be-
gun in these last few months, and with your
help, this is the work we will continue to do in
the days and months ahead.

For all of you who are serving in our Armed
Forces, we want to make sure that our civilians
are mobilizing and working on behalf of this
country just as ably as you are. We salute you;
we thank you. Thank you, everybody. God
bless you, God bless the United States of
America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in
Thunderbird Hangar. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rep. Dina Titus; Brig. Gen. Stanley
T. Kresge, USAF, commander, U.S. Air Force
Warfare Center, Nellis Air Force Base; and
Col. Howard D. “Dave” Belote, commander,
99th Air Base Wing, Nellis Air Force Base.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority and an Exchange With Reporters
May 28, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Well, it
is a great pleasure to welcome President Ab-
bas to the Oval Office. We had—we just com-
pleted an extensive conversation, both private-
ly as well as with our delegations, about how
we can advance peace in the Middle East and
how we can reaffirm some core principles that

I think can result in Palestinians and Israelis
living side by side in peace and security.

As I’ve said before, I’ve been a strong be-
liever in a two-state solution that would pro-
vide the Israelis and Palestinians the peace
and security that they need. I am very appre-
ciative that President Abbas shares that view.
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And when Prime Minister Netanyahu was here
last week, I reiterated to him that the frame-
work that’s been provided by the roadmap is
one that they can advance the interests of Isra-
el, can advance the interests of the Palestinian
people, and can also advance the interests of
the United States.

We are a stalwart ally of Israel, and it is in our
interests to assure that Israel is safe and secure.
It is our belief that the best way to achieve that
is to create the conditions on the ground and set
the stage for a Palestinian state as well. And so
what I told Prime Minister Netanyahu was, is
that each party has obligations under the road-
map. On the Israeli side, those obligations in-
clude stopping settlements; they include mak-
ing sure that there is a viable potential Palestin-
ian state. On the Palestinian side, it’s going to
be important and necessary to continue to take
the security steps on the West Bank that Presi-
dent Abbas has already begun to take, working
with General Dayton. We’ve seen great prog-
ress in terms of security in the West Bank.
Those security steps need to continue because
Israel has to have some confidence that security
in the West Bank is in place in order for us to
advance this process.

And I also mentioned to President Abbas in a
frank exchange that it was very important to
continue to make progress in reducing the in-
citement and anti-Israel sentiments that are
sometimes expressed in schools and mosques
and in the public square, because all those
things are impediments to peace.

The final point that I made was the impor-
tance of all countries internationally, but partic-
ularly the Arab States, to be supportive of a two-
state solution. And we discussed how important
it is that the Arab States, building off of some of
the recognition of the possibilities of the two-
state solution that are contained in the Arab
Peace Initiative, continue to provide economic
support as well as political support to President
Abbas’s efforts as he moves the Palestinian Au-
thority forward, as he continues to initiate the
reforms that have taken place, and as he hope-
fully is going to be able to enter into construc-
tive talks with the Israelis.

So again, I want to thank President Abbas for
his visit and a very constructive conversation. I

am confident that we can move this process for-
ward if all the parties are willing to take on the
responsibilities and meet the obligations that
they’ve already committed to and if they keep in
mind not just the short-term tactical issues that
are involved, but the long-term strategic inter-
ests of both the Israelis and the Palestinians to
live side by side in peace and security.

So thank you again, Mr. President, for being
here.

President Abbas. Thank you. Thank you very
much, Mr. President, for receiving us here at
the White House. We came here to tell you,
first of all, that we congratulate you for the con-
fidence that was expressed by the American
people in electing you the President of the
United States. And we wish you all success in
your mission.

Mr. President, you refer to the international
commitment as the—stipulated in the roadmap.
I would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm
to you that we are fully committed to all of our
obligations under the roadmap, from the A to
the Z. And we believe, like you, Mr. President,
that carrying out the obligations of all parties
under the roadmap will be the only way to
achieve the durable, comprehensive, and just
peace that we need and desire in the Middle
East.

Mr. President, I believe that the entire Arab
world and the Islamic world, they are all com-
mitted to peace. We’ve seen that through the
Arab League peace initiative that simply talks
about land for peace as a principle. I believe
that if the Israelis would withdraw from all oc-
cupied Palestinian, Syrian, and Lebanese land,
the Arab world will be ready to have normal re-
lationships with the State of Israel.

On our part, we are carrying our security and
responsibility in the West Bank, and have law
and order in that areas under our control be-
cause we believe that it is in our interest to have
security. It’s in the interest of stability in the re-
gion. And, here, I would like to pay tribute and
thank you to General Dayton and all those who
work with him in helping and supporting and
training our security organizations to carry out
their duties and responsibilities.

Mr. President, I believe that time is of the es-
sence. We should capitalize on every minute
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and every hour in order to move the peace
process forward, in order to cement this pro-
cess, in order to achieve the agreement that
would lead to peace.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you. We got time

for a couple questions.
Julianna [Julianna Goldman, Bloomberg].

The President’s Upcoming Visit to Saudi Ara-
bia/Saudi Arabia-U.S. Relations/Energy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’m going to
ask you a question about your trip next week to
Riyadh. Reducing U.S. dependence on foreign
oil is the cornerstone of your energy policy.
And when you meet with Riyadh’s King Abdal-
lah next week, what message will you take to
him about U.S. energy policy, oil prices, out-
put quotes, and the like?

President Obama. Well, you know, Saudi
Arabia has been an important strategic partner
in providing us with our critical energy needs.
We appreciate that. It’s a commercial relation-
ship as well as a strategic relationship. And I
don’t think that it’s in Saudi Arabia’s interests
or our interests to have a situation in which
our economy is dependent on, or better yet, is
disrupted constantly by huge spikes in energy
prices. And it’s in nobody’s interest, interna-
tionally, for us to continue to be so heavily de-
pendent on fossil fuels that we continue to cre-
ate the greenhouse gases that threaten the
planet.

So in those discussions, I’ll be very honest
with King Abdallah, with whom I’ve devel-
oped a good relationship, indicating to him
that we’re not going to be eliminating our
need for oil imports in the immediate future;
that’s not our goal. What our goal has to be is
to advance the clean energy solutions in this
country that can strengthen our economy, put
people back to work, diversify our energy
sources.

And, you know, interestingly enough, you’re
seeing the Saudis make significant investments
both in their own country and outside of their
country in clean energy, as well, because I
think they recognize that we’ve got finite—we
have a finite supply of oil. There are going to
be a whole host of countries like China and In-

dia that have huge populations, need to devel-
op rapidly.

If everybody is dependent solely on oil as
opposed to energy sources like wind and solar,
if we are not able to figure out ways to seques-
ter carbon—and that would allow us to use
coal in a nonpolluting way—if we don’t diver-
sify our energy sources, then all of us are going
to be in trouble. And so I don’t think that will
be a difficult conversation to have. 

Yes, sir.

Middle East Peace Process

[At this point, a reporter asked a question in
Arabic, and no translation was provided. The
reporter then asked a question in English, as
follows.]

Q. And, Mr. President, what if Israel keeps
declining to accept the two-state solution and
to freeze the settlement activities, how will the
U.S.—would intervene in the peace process?

President Obama. Well, I think it’s impor-
tant not to assume the worst, but to assume
the best. And in my conversations with Prime
Minister Netanyahu, I was very clear about the
need to stop settlements; to make sure that we
are stopping the building of outposts; to work
with the Palestinian Authority in order to alle-
viate some of the pressures that the Palestin-
ian people are under in terms of travel and
commerce, so that we can initiate some of the
economic development plans that Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu himself has said are so impor-
tant on the ground.

And that conversation only took place last
week. I think that we don’t have a moment to
lose, but I also don’t make decisions based on
just a conversation that we had last week, be-
cause, obviously, Prime Minister Netanyahu
has to work through these issues in his own
Government, in his own coalition, just as Pres-
ident Abbas has a whole host of issues that he
has to deal with.

But I’m confident that if Israel looks long
term—looks at its long-term strategic inter-
ests, then it will recognize that a two-state so-
lution is in the interests of the Israeli people as
well as the Palestinians. And, certainly, that’s
how the United States views our long-term
726



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / May 28
strategic interests: a situation in which the Pal-
estinians can prosper, they can start businesses;
they can educate their children; they can send
them to college; they can prosper economically.
That kind of situation is good for Israel’s securi-
ty. And I am confident that the majority of the
Israeli people would see that as well.

Now, obviously, the Israelis have good reason
to be concerned about security, and that’s why
it’s important that we continue to make prog-
ress on the security issues that so often end up
disrupting peace talks between the two parties.

[An English translation for the question asked
in Arabic was provided by the interpreter, as
follows.]

Interpreter. The other question was to Presi-
dent Abbas. 

President Abbas, you’ve met with President
Obama, and perhaps you shared some of your
ideas about permanent status resolution. What
was in these ideas, and what kind of appropriate
mechanism that you have discussed to realize
them and carry them out? 

President Abbas. We have shared some ideas
with the President, but all of them basically are
embodied in the roadmap and the Arab League
initiative, without any change, without any
modification.

Regarding the mechanism to carry it out, of
course, there is a mechanism through the Quar-
tet as well as the followup committee from the
Arab nations. Such a proposal will need to be
looked at, studied; then we’ll see where to go
from here. 

President Obama. Christi [Christi Parsons,
Los Angeles Times].

The President’s Upcoming Visit to the Middle
East/Middle East Peace Process

Q. Do you plan to unveil any part or all of
your proposal for Mideast peace when you’re
speaking in Cairo next week, or is it some other
message you intend to deliver?

President Obama. I want to use the occasion
to deliver a broader message about how the
United States can change for the better its rela-
tionship with the Muslim world. That will re-
quire, I think, a recognition on both the part of

the United States as well as many majority Mus-
lim countries about each other, a better sense of
understanding and, I think, the possibilities of
achieving common ground. 

I want to emphasize the importance of Mus-
lim Americans in the United States and the tre-
mendous contributions they make, something
that, I think, oftentimes, is missed in some of
these discussions. But, certainly, the issue of
Middle East peace is something that is going to
need to be addressed. It is a critical factor in the
minds of many Arabs in countries throughout
the region and beyond the region. And I think
that it’s—it would be inappropriate for me not
to discuss those. I’m not going to give you a pre-
view right now, Christi, but it’s something that
we’ll certainly discuss.

One thing that I didn’t mention earlier that I
want to say I very much appreciate is that Presi-
dent Abbas, I think, has been in—under enor-
mous pressure to bring about some sort of unity
government and to negotiate with Hamas. And
I am very impressed and appreciative of Presi-
dent Abbas’s willingness to steadfastly insist
that any unity government would have to recog-
nize the principles that have been laid out by
the Quartet.

In the absence of a recognition of Israel and
a commitment to peace and a commitment to
previous agreements that have already been
made, it would be very hard to see any possibili-
ty of peace over the long term. And so I want to
publicly commend President Abbas for taking
that position, because I think it’s a position
that’s in the interest of the Palestinian people,
in the interests of peace in the region, and it’s
something that the United States very much
agrees with.

Middle East Peace Process

[A reporter asked two questions in Arabic, and
no translation was provided. The reporter then
asked a question in English, as follows.]

Q. Mr. President, if I may, President Bush
hoped that he would have a Palestinian state by
the time he leaves office. It didn’t happen. Do
you have a time frame when this Palestinian
state is going to happen? Are you—are we talk-
ing about a timetable for negotiation?
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[An English translation for the questions asked
in Arabic was provided by the interpreter, as
follows.]

Interpreter. The first question to President
Abbas: Mr. President, did you receive any kind
of clear-cut commitments from President
Obama, or any pledges that would help you to
strengthen your hands when you are dealing
with the Palestinian public and opposition
among Palestinians that this peace process ac-
tivities could be viable and could be actually
productive?

And the second question was, did President
Obama ask you to have a meeting with Prime
Minister Netanyahu?

President Abbas. President Obama basically
talked and reaffirmed the international com-
mitments that we all agreed to, and they are all
embodied in the roadmap. He talked about
the necessity to have two states; he talked
about the importance of stopping settlement
activities; and he also talked about the impor-
tance of achieving peace through negotiating
all permanent status issues.

Obviously, without discussing and negotiat-
ing permanent status issues there will be no
progress. We know that all the six issues of
permanent status were discussed with the pre-
vious Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Olmert, and
what it—is needed right now is to resume the
discussions with the current Israeli Govern-
ment.

President Obama. And in terms of a timeta-
ble, I have not put forward a specific timeta-
ble. But let me just point out, when I was cam-
paigning for this office, I said that one of the
mistakes I would not make is to wait until the
end of my first term, or the end of my second
term, before we’ve moved on this issue aggres-
sively. And we’ve been true to that commit-
ment. 

From the first week that I arrived in this of-
fice, I’ve insisted that this is a critical issue to
deal with, in part because it is in the United
States interest to achieve peace. The absence
of peace between Palestinians and Israelis is a
impediment to a whole host of other areas of
increased cooperation and more stable securi-
ty for people in the region, as well as the Unit-
ed States. And so I want to see progress made,
and we will work very aggressively to achieve
it.

I don’t want to put an artificial timetable,
but I do share President Abbas’s feelings, and
I believe that many Israelis share the same
view that time is of the essence, that we can’t
continue with a drift, with the increased fear
and resentments on both sides, the sense of
hopelessness around the situation that we’ve
seen for many years now. We need to get this
thing back on track. And I will do everything I
can, and my administration will do everything
I can. My special envoy, George Mitchell, is
working as diligently as he can, as is my entire
national security team, to make sure that we
jump-start this process and get it moving
again.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu of Israel; Lt. Gen. Keith W.
Dayton, USA, U.S. security coordinator to Is-
rael and the Palestinian Authority; King Ab-
dallah bin Abd al-Aziz Saud of Saudi Arabia;
and U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace
George J. Mitchell. President Abbas referred
to former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Is-
rael. President Abbas and some reporters
spoke in Arabic, and their remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Beverly Hills,
California
May 27, 2009

The President. It’s good to be back in L.A.
Everybody, have a seat, have a seat. Who

knows the score? [Laughter] Lakers by
one—what is it, third quarter? All right, well,
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good luck. It’s not the Bulls. [Laughter] Joe Ba-
ca is not the Bulls, man. [Laughter] But the
Lakers are pretty good, I got to admit. 

I want to acknowledge the extraordinary per-
formance this evening: first of all, Chicago’s
own, Jennifer Hudson; the group I grew up
with, Earth Wind & Fire; Roberto Granados;
the Crenshaw High School Choir——

Audience member. We love you!
The President. ——I love you back—and the

Rickey Minor Band. Give it up for Rickey Mi-
nor, they were sounding good. I was going to
come out and sing—[laughter]—but my politi-
cal advisers told me not to. [Laughter]

It is good to be back in L.A. My main task
here tonight is just to say thank you. First of all,
I want to thank so many of you who were
knocking on doors and making phone calls and
traveling to other cities, turning an election into
a movement, a movement for change.

But the fact that you’re here tonight indicates
that you understand the campaign just gave us a
chance to bring about change. It didn’t actually
deliver the change, it gave us the chance, the
opportunity; it put us in place to bring about
change. So now the hard part starts.

So I decided I should come back to Los An-
geles with all my great supporters—[ap-
plause]—and just to give you a little progress
report, just a little progress report.

We started off in the midst of the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the Great Depression. And so
what we decided to do was pass the largest eco-
nomic recovery package in the history of the
United States of America, and we got it done in
one month. All across America you’ve got folks
who are going to work rebuilding roads and
bridges, but also building an electric grid that
can help move renewable energies from pro-
duction to conception, saving teachers’ jobs that
might have been eliminated if we hadn’t passed
it, making sure that folks who lose their jobs still
have health care, providing a whole host of sup-
port services to communities that were in need.

Then we signed something called the Lilly
Ledbetter Act because we thought it made
sense that women should get equal pay for
equal work—I don’t know if you agree with
that. We removed the ban on funding stem cell

research because we believe in the possibilities
of science.

What else did we do? [Laughter] Let’s see,
we put in place a whole series of measures to
stabilize the housing market, to stabilize the
credit markets. We passed——

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. I’m getting to that, relax.

[Laughter] We passed historic legislation to
crack down on predatory abuses on credit cards
so you guys aren’t paying those extra fees. We
expanded the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram so that 11 million children who didn’t
have health insurance now have it, including
the children of undocumented workers. That
was all just in the first couple of months.

This past week, just this past week, we
brought together—in an historic meeting we
brought together auto executives, labor unions,
Democrats, Republicans, to announce for the
first time ever a national fuel efficiency stan-
dard that applies across the board, 35.5 miles
per gallon, which will save the United States 1.8
billion dollars of oil and may just help us save
the planet in the process. We’re dealing with
climate change in a way that we haven’t dealt
with.

And then a couple of days ago I nominated
this lady—[applause]—Sonia Sotomayor to be
the next Supreme Court Justice of the United
States of America. I mean, think about the jour-
ney this woman has traveled: from South Bronx,
goes to Princeton, summa cum laude—summa
cum laude, not just, you know, magna or laude
laude—[laughter]—but summa cum laude;
goes on to Yale, serves on the Law Journal;
Manhattan DA; private practice, partner in a
big law firm; goes on to become a district trial
judge and then an appellate judge; has more ex-
perience than any of the current Supreme
Court Justices when they were nominated. This
woman is brilliant, she is qualified, I want her
confirmed, I want her walking up those marble
steps and starting to provide some justice.

So we’ve made some progress. Yes, we have.
But we’ve got more work to do. We can’t rest on
our laurels because we’ve got a lot of work to
do. All across America, right now, millions have
lost their jobs or are fearful of losing their jobs.
All across America people have lost their homes
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or are fearful of losing their homes. All across
America people have lost their health care or
are waking up in the middle of the night won-
dering if their child gets sick will they be bank-
rupt because they don’t have decent health
care or they just can’t afford the premiums
they’re paying. All across America there are
children who are trapped in schools that don’t
educate them, and they look out and they see
very little hope on the horizon.

And around the world we’ve got a host of
challenges: ending a war in Iraq, making sure
that we come to a—that we’re able to achieve
our goals of rooting out Al Qaida in Afghani-
stan, making sure that we reconcile our need
for security with our need to uphold our values
even when it’s difficult, even when it’s hard,
even when we’d like to just push those ideals
aside. That’s not who we are as a people, so
we’ve got some work to do there. 

We have to deal with climate change here in
the United States and internationally. We’ve
got to be leaders and not followers. So we’ve
got a full menu. We’ve got a lot of work to do.

But I am confident that we’re going to get it
done, because what you taught me during the
campaign, and what you continue to teach me
through your involvement in this process is
that when the American people decide it’s
time to bring about change, change happens.
When the American people are determined to
bring about justice, justice happens. When the
American people decide we’re going to give
opportunity to all children and not just some

children, then we can make sure that those
children are going to get a decent shot at life.

So your determination, your willingness to
provide support—not just to me, but to the
Democratic Party—to dig deep even when
times are tough, to continue to get involved
not just through your financial contributions,
but through all the activism that you represent
on a whole host of issues all across this State
and all across the country, that’s my insurance
that change is going to come. Administrations
come and go, but the American people and
that spirit of innovation and that willingness to
take on the toughest challenge and that belief
that there are always brighter days ahead if
we’re willing to work for it. That’s my insur-
ance policy, that’s how we’re going to bring
about change. So take heart of the change
we’ve already brought.

But I want you to know, Los Angeles, you
ain’t seen nothing yet. We are going to deal
with these issues. We are going to bring about
a better America. And you and me, we’re go-
ing to do it together, arm in arm. We’re going
to march forward.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:29 p.m. at the
Beverly Hilton hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rep. Joe Baca; and entertainers Jen-
nifer Hudson, Roberto Granados, Earth Wind
& Fire, and Rickey Minor. The transcript was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on May 29. Audio was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Designations Under the
Kingpin Act
May 28, 2009

Dear __________:

This report to the Congress, under section
804(b) of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Des-
ignation Act, 21 U.S.C. 1901–1908 (the “King-

pin Act”), transmits my designations of the fol-
lowing four foreign entities as appropriate for
sanctions under the Kingpin Act and reports
my direction of sanctions against them under
the Act: 
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Daniel Rendon Herrera (Colombia) 
Haji Juma Khan Organization (Afghani-
stan) 
Walid Makled Garcia (Venezuela) 
Imam Bheel (Pakistan) 

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Carl
Levin, chairman, and John McCain, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Armed Servic-
es; Max S. Baucus, chairman, and Charles E.
Grassley, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Finance; John F. Kerry, chairman, and Rich-
ard G. Lugar, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations; Dianne Feinstein,
chair, and Christopher S. Bond, vice chairman,

Senate Select Committee on Intelligence; Pat-
rick J. Leahy, chairman, and Jefferson B. Ses-
sions III, ranking member, Senate Committee
on the Judiciary; Isaac N. Skelton IV, chairman,
and John M. McHugh, ranking member, House
Committee on Armed Services; Howard L.
Berman, chairman, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen,
ranking member, House Committee on For-
eign Affairs; Silvestre Reyes, chairman, and Pe-
ter Hoekstra, ranking member, House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence; John
Conyers, Jr., chairman, and Lamar S. Smith,
ranking member, House Committee on the Ju-
diciary; and Charles B. Rangel, chairman, and
David L. Camp, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
May 29.

Remarks on Securing the Nation’s Information and Communications
Infrastructure
May 29, 2009

Hello, everybody. Please be seated. We meet
today at a transformational moment, a moment
in history when our interconnected world pres-
ents us at once with great promise but also great
peril.

Now, over the past 4 months, my administra-
tion has taken decisive steps to seize the prom-
ise and confront these perils. We’re working to
recover from a global recession while laying a
new foundation for lasting prosperity. We’re
strengthening our Armed Forces as they fight
two wars, at the same time we’re renewing
American leadership to confront unconvention-
al challenges, from nuclear proliferation to ter-
rorism, from climate change to pandemic dis-
ease. And we’re bringing to Government and to
this White House unprecedented transparency
and accountability and new ways for Americans
to participate in their democracy.

But none of this progress would be possible,
and none of these 21st century challenges can
be fully met, without America’s digital infra-
structure, the backbone that underpins a pros-
perous economy and a strong military and an
open and efficient Government. Without that
foundation, we can’t get the job done.

It’s long been said that the revolutions in
communications and information technology
have given birth to a virtual world. But make no
mistake: This world, cyberspace, is a world that
we depend on every single day. It’s our hard-
ware and our software, our desktops and lap-
tops and cell phones and BlackBerries that have
become woven into every aspect of our lives.

It’s the broadband networks beneath us and
the wireless signals around us, the local net-
works in our schools and hospitals and business-
es, and the massive grids that power our Nation.
It’s the classified military and intelligence net-
works that keep us safe and the World Wide
Web that has made us more interconnected
than at any time in human history. So cyber-
space is real, and so are the risks that come with
it.

It’s the great irony of our information age.
The very technologies that empower us to cre-
ate and to build also empower those who would
disrupt and destroy. And this paradox, seen and
unseen, is something that we experience every
day.

It’s about the privacy and the economic
security of American families. We rely on the
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Internet to pay our bills, to bank, to shop, to
file our taxes. But we’ve had to learn a whole
new vocabulary just to stay ahead of the cyber
criminals who would do us harm: spyware and
malware and spoofing and phishing and
botnets. Millions of Americans have been
victimized, their privacy violated, their
identities stolen, their lives upended, and their
wallets emptied. According to one survey, in
the past 2 years alone, cyber crime has cost
Americans more than $8 billion.

I know how it feels to have privacy violated
because it has happened to me and the people
around me. It’s no secret that my Presidential
campaign harnessed the Internet and technol-
ogy to transform our politics. What isn’t widely
known is that during the general election,
hackers managed to penetrate our computer
systems. To all of you who donated to our
campaign, I want you to all rest assured, our
fundraising web site was untouched. [Laugh-
ter] So your confidential personal and financial
information was protected.

But between August and October, hackers
gained access to e-mails and a range of cam-
paign files, from policy position papers to trav-
el plans. And we worked closely with the
CIA—with the FBI and the Secret Service
and hired security consultants to restore the
security of our systems. It was a powerful re-
minder: In this information age, one of your
greatest strengths—in our case, our ability to
communicate to a wide range of supporters
through the Internet—could also be one of
your greatest vulnerabilities.

So this is a matter, as well, of America’s eco-
nomic competitiveness. The small business-
woman in St. Louis, the bond trader in the
New York Stock Exchange, the workers at a
global shipping company in Memphis, the
young entrepreneur in Silicon Valley, they all
need the networks to make the next payroll,
the next trade, the next delivery, the next great
breakthrough. E-commerce alone, last year,
accounted for some $132 billion in retail sales.

But every day we see waves of cyber thieves
trolling for sensitive information: the disgrun-
tled employee on the inside, the lone hacker a
thousand miles away, organized crime, the in-
dustrial spy, and increasingly, foreign intelli-

gence services. In one brazen act last year,
thieves used stolen credit card information to
steal millions of dollars from 130 ATMs—ma-
chines in 49 cities around the world, and they
did it in just 30 minutes. A single employee of
an American company was convicted of steal-
ing intellectual property reportedly worth
$400 million. It’s been estimated that last year
alone cyber criminals stole intellectual proper-
ty from businesses worldwide worth up to $1
trillion. In short, America’s economic prosper-
ity in the 21st century will depend on cyberse-
curity.

And this is also a matter of public safety and
national security. We count on computer net-
works to deliver our oil and gas, our power and
our water. We rely on them for public trans-
portation and air traffic control. Yet we know
that cyber intruders have probed our electrical
grid and that in other countries cyber attacks
have plunged entire cities into darkness.

Our technological advantage is a key to
America’s military dominance. But our de-
fense and military networks are under con-
stant attack. Al Qaida and other terrorist
groups have spoken of their desire to unleash a
cyber attack on our country, attacks that are
harder to detect and harder to defend against.
Indeed, in today’s world, acts of terror could
come not only from a few extremists in suicide
vests, but from a few key strokes on the com-
puter, a weapon of mass disruption.

In one of the most serious cyber incidents
to date against our military networks, several
thousand computers were infected last year by
malicious software, malware. And while no
sensitive information was compromised, our
troops and defense personnel had to give up
those external memory devices, thumb drives,
changing the way they used their computers
every day.

And last year, we had a glimpse of the
future face of war. As Russian tanks rolled into
Georgia, cyber attacks crippled Georgian
Government web sites. The terrorists that
sowed so much death and destruction in
Mumbai relied not only on guns and grenades
but also on GPS and phones using voice-over-
the-Internet. For all these reasons, it’s now
clear this cyber threat is one of the most
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serious economic and national security
challenges we face as a nation.

It’s also clear that we’re not as prepared as
we should be, as a Government or as a country.
In recent years, some progress has been made
at the Federal level. But just as we failed in the
past to invest in our physical infrastruc-
ture—our roads, our bridges, and rails—we’ve
failed to invest in the security of our digital in-
frastructure.

No single official oversees cybersecurity poli-
cy across the Federal Government, and no sin-
gle agency has the responsibility or authority to
match the scope and scale of the challenge. In-
deed, when it comes to cybersecurity, Federal
agencies have overlapping missions and don’t
coordinate and communicate nearly as well as
they should, with each other or with the private
sector. We saw this in the disorganized re-
sponse to Conficker, the Internet worm that in
recent months has infected millions of comput-
ers around the world.

This status quo is no longer acceptable, not
when there’s so much at stake. We can and we
must do better. And that’s why shortly after tak-
ing office I directed my National Security
Council and Homeland Security Council to
conduct a top-to-bottom review of the Federal
Government’s efforts to defend our information
and communications infrastructure and to rec-
ommend the best way to ensure that these net-
works are able to secure our networks as well as
our prosperity.

And our view—our review was open and
transparent. I want to acknowledge, Melissa
Hathaway, who is here, who is the Acting Se-
nior Director for Cyberspace on our National
Security Council, who led the review team, as
well as the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies bipartisan Commission on Cyber-
security, and all who were part of our 60-day re-
view team. They listened to a wide variety of
groups, many of which are represented here to-
day and I want to thank for their input: industry
and academia, civil liberties and private—priva-
cy advocates. We listened to every level and
branch of Government, from local to State to
Federal, civilian, military, homeland as well as
intelligence, Congress, and international part-
ners as well. I consulted with my national secu-

rity teams, my homeland security teams, and
my economic advisers.

Today I’m releasing a report on our review
and can announce that my administration will
pursue a new comprehensive approach to se-
curing America’s digital infrastructure. This
new approach starts at the top with this com-
mitment from me: From now on, our digital in-
frastructure, the networks and computers we
depend on every day, will be treated as they
should be, as a strategic national asset. Protect-
ing this infrastructure will be a national security
priority. We will ensure that these networks are
secure, trustworthy, and resilient. We will de-
ter, prevent, detect, and defend against attacks
and recover quickly from any disruptions or
damage.

To give these efforts the high-level focus and
attention they deserve—and as part of the new,
single national security staff announced this
week—I’m creating a new office here at the
White House that will be led by the cybersecu-
rity coordinator. Because of the critical impor-
tance of this work, I will personally select this
official. I’ll depend on this official in all matters
relating to cybersecurity, and this official will
have my full support and regular access to me
as we confront these challenges.

Today I want to focus on the important re-
sponsibilities this office will fulfill: orchestrating
and integrating all cybersecurity policies for the
Government, working closely with the Office of
Management and Budget to ensure agency
budgets reflect those priorities, and in the event
of major cyber incident or attack, coordinating
our response.

To ensure that Federal cyber policies en-
hance our security and our prosperity, my cy-
bersecurity coordinator will be a member of the
national security staff, as well as the staff of my
National Economic Council. To ensure that
policies keep faith with our fundamental values,
this office will also include an official with a
portfolio specifically dedicated to safeguarding
the privacy and civil liberties of the American
people.

There’s much work to be done, and the re-
port we’re releasing today outlines a range of
actions that we will pursue in five key areas.
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First, working in partnership with the com-
munities represented here today, we will de-
velop a new comprehensive strategy to secure
America’s information and communications
networks. To ensure a coordinated approach
across Government, my cybersecurity coordi-
nator will work closely with my Chief Technol-
ogy Officer, Aneesh Chopra, and my Chief In-
formation Officer, Vivek Kundra. To ensure
accountability in Federal agencies, cybersecu-
rity will be designated as one of my key man-
agement priorities. Clear milestones and per-
formance metrics will measure progress. And
as we develop our strategy, we will be open
and transparent, which is why you’ll find to-
day’s report and a wealth of related informa-
tion on our web site, www.whitehouse.gov.

Second, we will work with all the key play-
ers, including State and local governments and
the private sector, to ensure an organized and
unified response to future cyber incidents.
Given the enormous damage that can be
caused by even a single cyber attack, ad hoc
responses will not do, nor is it sufficient to
simply strengthen our defenses after incidents
or attacks occur. Just as we do for natural di-
sasters, we have to have plans and resources in
place beforehand, sharing information, issuing
warnings, and ensuring a coordinated re-
sponse.

Third, we will strengthen the public/private
partnerships that are critical to this endeavor.
The vast majority of our critical information
infrastructure in the United States is owned
and operated by the private sector. So let me
be very clear: My administration will not dic-
tate security standards for private companies.
On the contrary, we will collaborate with in-
dustry to find technology solutions that ensure
our security and promote prosperity.

Fourth, we will continue to invest in the
cutting-edge research and development neces-
sary for the innovation and discovery we need
to meet the digital challenges of our time. And
that’s why my administration is making major
investments in our information infrastructure:
laying broadband lines to every corner of
America, building a smart electric grid to de-
liver energy more efficiently, pursuing a next
generation of air traffic control systems, and

moving to electronic health records, with pri-
vacy protections, to reduce costs and save
lives.

And finally, we will begin a national cam-
paign to promote cybersecurity awareness and
digital literacy from our boardrooms to our
classrooms and to build a digital workforce for
the 21st century. And that’s why we’re making
a new commitment to education in math and
science and historic investments in science
and research and development. Because it’s
not enough for our children and students to
master today’s technologies—social network-
ing and e-mailing and texting and blog-
ging—we need them to pioneer the technolo-
gies that will allow us to work effectively
through these new media and allow us to pros-
per in the future. So these are the things we
will do.

Let me also be clear about what we will not
do. Our pursuit of cybersecurity will not in-
clude—I repeat, will not include—monitoring
private sector networks or Internet traffic. We
will preserve and protect the personal privacy
and civil liberties that we cherish as Ameri-
cans. Indeed, I remain firmly committed to
net neutrality so we can keep the Internet as it
should be, open and free.

The task I have described will not be easy.
Some 1.5 billion people around the world are
already online, and more are logging on every
day. Groups and governments are sharpening
their cyber capabilities. Protecting our pros-
perity and security in this globalized world is
going to be a long, difficult struggle demand-
ing patience and persistence over many years.

But we need to remember we’re only at the
beginning. The epochs of history are long: the
agricultural revolution, the Industrial Revolu-
tion. By comparison, our information age is
still in its infancy. We’re only at Web 2.0. Now
our virtual world is going viral, and we’ve only
just begun to explore the next generation of
technologies that will transform our lives in
ways we can’t even begin to imagine.

So a new world awaits, a world of greater
security and greater potential prosperity, if we
reach for it, if we lead. So long as I’m
President of the United States, we will do just
that. And the United States, the nation that
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invented the Internet, that launched an
information revolution, that transformed the
world, will do what we did in the 20th century
and lead once more in the 21st.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks Following a Briefing at the Federal Emergency and Management
Agency
May 29, 2009

The President. All right. Well, for all of you
who’ve just joined us, I’ve just received a brief-
ing here at FEMA at the National Response
Coordination Center for our preparations for
this year’s hurricane season, which begins on
Monday. And I want to thank Secretary Napoli-
tano, as well as John Brennan, my Homeland
Security Adviser. And we’ve welcomed Craig
Fugate, who has hit the ground running and is
already doing an outstanding job not just lead-
ing this briefing but leading this excellent agen-
cy. And I want to thank all the people here at
FEMA who do such an excellent job for their
diligence and their commitment for this task. 

We are all here together because we are de-
termined to be as prepared as possible when
the next catastrophic hurricane hits the United
States. And we want to make sure that cities and
our people remain resilient enough to weather
any storm. 

Our top priority is ensuring the public safety.
That means appropriate sheltering in place, or,
if necessary, getting as many people as possible
out of harm’s way prior to landfall. But most of
the work, as you would hear from these individ-
ual agencies, most of the work takes place be-
fore a hurricane hits. True preparedness means
having Federal and State and local governments
all coordinating effectively, and as you just
heard, one of the most important things we can
do is make sure the families have prepared ap-
propriately.

We just saw some statistics coming out of
Florida indicating that a huge percentage of
people in hurricane areas simply don’t make
plans. They don’t have a plan, they don’t have a
set of contingencies that will allow them to re-
spond in an effective way. Those people who
have the capacity to plan, they will thereby re-
lieve some of the resources that the Govern-

ment has to provide, and we can stay focused on
those folks who are most vulnerable and have
the most difficulty dealing with a storm.

So I hope that message of personal responsi-
bility sinks in. And, Craig, is there a web site
that we want to provide that would help people
formulate a plan right now?

Federal Emergency Management Agency Ad-
ministrator W. Craig Fugate. Yes, sir, it’s real
simple, ready.gov. 

The President. Ready.gov.
Administrator Fugate. It will help you get

ready for your disaster threats.
The President. Okay. That’s the reason that

all the representatives here met and have been
meeting over the last several months, is because
they want to be ready. And States are going to
have the primary responsibility in preparing for
and responding to disasters, but they’re going to
have the full resources of the Federal Govern-
ment backing them up. 

And the last point, I guess, I would like to
make, is that when you go on ready.gov, you’ll
see that—I think the public will see that a lot of
these plans are not complicated. They’re pretty
simple. It’s a matter of having a basic emergen-
cy supply kit with items such as water, some
nonperishable food, an all-weather radio, a
flashlight, a first aid kit; making an emergency
family plan; staying informed of developments
in your area; and learning about your communi-
ty’s emergency plans. 

So I have no greater responsibility than the
safety of the American people. I want to thank
all of the people here today who, in their vari-
ous roles, do such a terrific job even in non-
emergency situations, helping to keep the
American people safe. But as we enter into hur-
ricane season, I hope that everybody who’s
watching is going to be paying attention and
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take seriously their responsibilities as citizens
so that the entire country is ready.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
National Response Coordination Center at

FEMA Headquarters. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary of Homeland Security Ja-
net A. Napolitano; and Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Homeland Security and Counterter-
rorism John O. Brennan.

Statement on Beginning Negotiations on the Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty
May 29, 2009

There is no greater security challenge in the
world today than turning the tide on nuclear
proliferation, and pursuing the goal of a nucle-
ar-free world. I welcome today’s important
agreement at the Conference on Disarma-
ment to begin negotiations on a fissile material
cutoff treaty, which will end production of fis-
sile materials for use in atomic bombs. As I an-
nounced in Prague, a verified cutoff treaty is
an essential element of my vision for a world
free of nuclear weapons. The treaty will help
to cap nuclear arsenals, strengthen the consen-

sus underlying the Non-Proliferation Treaty,
and deny terrorists access to nuclear materials.

Today’s decision ends more than a decade
of inactivity in the Conference on Disarma-
ment and signals a commitment to work to-
gether on this fundamental global challenge. It
is good to see the Conference at work again. I
am committed to consult and cooperate with
the governments represented at the Confer-
ence on Disarmament to complete this treaty
as soon as possible.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 30, 2009

This week, I nominated Judge Sonia Soto-
mayor of the U.S. Court of Appeals to replace
Justice David Souter, who is retiring after
nearly two decades on the Supreme Court. Af-
ter reviewing many terrific candidates, I am
certain that she is the right choice. In fact,
there has not been a nominee in several gener-
ations who has brought the depth of judicial
experience to this job that she offers. 

Judge Sotomayor’s career began when she
served as an assistant district attorney in New
York, prosecuting violent crimes in America’s
largest city. After leaving the DA’s office, she
became a litigator, representing clients in
complex international legal disputes. She was
appointed to the U.S. District Court, serving 6
years as a trial judge where she presided over
hundreds of cases. And most recently, she has
spent 11 years on the U.S. Court of Appeals,
our Nation’s second highest court, grappling
with some of the most difficult constitutional
and legal issues we face as a nation. She has
more experience on the Federal bench than

any incoming Supreme Court Justice in the
past 100 years. Quite simply, Judge Sotomayor
has a deep familiarity with our judicial system
from almost every angle.

And her achievements are all the more im-
pressive when you consider what she had to
overcome in order to achieve them. Judge So-
tomayor grew up in a housing project in the
South Bronx. Her parents came to New York
from Puerto Rico during the Second World
War. Her father was a factory worker with a
third grade education. And when she was just
9 years old, he passed away. Her mother
worked 6 days a week as a nurse to provide for
her and her brother, buying the only set of en-
cyclopedias in the neighborhood and sending
her children to Catholic school. That’s what
made it possible for Judge Sotomayor to at-
tend two of America’s leading universities,
graduating at the top of her class at Princeton
University, and studying at Yale Law School,
where she won a prestigious post as an editor
of the school’s law journal.
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These many years later, it was hard not to be
moved by Judge Sotomayor’s mother, sitting in
the front row at the White House, her eyes
welling with tears, as her daughter, who had
come so far, for whom she had sacrificed so
much, was nominated to the highest court in
the land. 

This is what makes Judge Sotomayor so ex-
traordinary. Even as she has reached the
heights of her profession, she has never forgot-
ten where she began. She has faced down barri-
ers, overcome difficult odds, and lived the
American Dream. As a Justice of the Supreme
Court, she will bring not only the experience ac-
quired over the course of a brilliant legal career,
but the wisdom accumulated over the course of
an extraordinary journey, a journey defined by
hard work, fierce intelligence, and that endur-
ing faith that in America all things are possible.

It is her experience in life and her achieve-
ments in the legal profession that have earned
Judge Sotomayor respect across party lines and
ideological divides. She was originally named to
the U.S. District Court by the first President
Bush, a Republican. She was appointed to the
Federal Court of Appeals by President Clinton,
a Democrat. She twice has been overwhelming-
ly confirmed by the U.S. Senate. And I am grat-
ified by the support for this nomination voiced
by members of the legal community who repre-
sent views from across the political spectrum. 

There are, of course, some in Washington
who are attempting to draw old battle lines and
playing the usual political games, pulling a few
comments out of context to paint a distorted
picture of Judge Sotomayor’s record. But I am
confident that these efforts will fail, because
Judge Sotomayor’s 17-year record on the
bench—hundreds of judicial decisions that ev-
ery American can read for him or her-
self—speak far louder than any attack. Her re-
cord makes clear that she is fair, unbiased, and
dedicated to the rule of law. As a fellow judge
on her court, appointed by Ronald Reagan, said
recently, “I don’t think I’d go as far as to classify

her in one camp or another. I think she just de-
serves the classification of outstanding judge.”

Congress returns this week, and I hope the
confirmation process will begin without delay.
No nominee should be seated without rigorous
evaluation and hearing; I expect nothing less.
But what I hope is that we can avoid the politi-
cal posturing and ideological brinksmanship
that has bogged down this process and Con-
gress in the past. Judge Sotomayor ought to be
on the bench when the Supreme Court decides
what cases to hear this year, and I’m calling on
Democrats and Republicans to be thorough and
timely in dealing with this nomination.

As President, there are few responsibilities
more serious or consequential than the naming
of a Supreme Court Justice. The members of
our highest court are granted life tenure.
They’re charged with applying principles put to
paper more than two centuries ago to some of
the most difficult questions of our time, and the
impact of their decisions extends beyond an ad-
ministration, but for generations to come.

This is a decision that I have not taken light-
ly, and it is one that I am proud to have made. I
know that Justice Sotomayor will serve this Na-
tion with distinction. And when she ascends
those marble steps to assume her seat on the
Supreme Court, bringing a lifetime of experi-
ence on and off the bench, America will have
taken another important step towards realizing
the ideal that is chiseled above its entrance:
Equal justice under the law.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:50 p.m. on May 29 in the Diplomatic
Reception Room at the White House for broad-
cast on May 30. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
May 29 but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on May 30. In the address, the President
referred to Celina Sotomayor, mother, and Juan
Sotomayor, brother, of Supreme Court Associ-
ate Justice-designate Sonia Sotomayor.
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Statement on the Death of George R. Tiller
May 31, 2009

I am shocked and outraged by the murder
of Dr. George Tiller as he attended church
services this morning. However profound our

differences as Americans over difficult issues
such as abortion, they cannot be resolved by
heinous acts of violence.

Remarks on the United States Automobile Industry
June 1, 2009

Good morning, everybody. Just over 2
months ago, I spoke with you in this same spot
about the challenges facing our auto industry,
and I laid out what needed to be done to save
two of America’s most storied automakers,
General Motors and Chrysler. These compa-
nies were facing a crisis decades in the making,
and having relied on loans from the previous
administration, were asking for more.

From the beginning, I made it clear that I
would not put any more tax dollars on the line
if it meant perpetuating the bad business deci-
sions that had led these companies to seek
help in the first place. I refused to let these
companies become permanent wards of the
state, kept afloat on an endless supply of tax-
payer money. In other words, I refused to kick
the can down the road.

But I also recognized the importance of a
viable auto industry to the well-being of fami-
lies and communities across our industrial
Midwest and across the United States. In the
midst of a deep recession and financial crisis,
the collapse of these companies would have
been devastating for countless Americans and
done enormous damage to our economy be-
yond the auto industry. It was also clear that if
GM and Chrysler remade and retooled them-
selves for the 21st century, it would be good
for American workers, good for American
manufacturing, and good for America’s econo-
my. I decided then that if GM and Chrysler
and their stakeholders were willing to sacrifice
for their companies’ survival and success, if
they were willing to take the difficult but nec-
essary steps to restructure and make them-
selves stronger, leaner, and more competitive,
then the United States Government would
stand behind them.

The original restructuring plans submitted
by GM and Chrysler earlier this year did not
call for the sweeping changes these companies
needed to survive, and I couldn’t in good con-
science proceed on that basis. So we gave
them a chance to develop a stronger plan that
would put them on a path toward long-term vi-
ability. The 60 days GM had to submit its re-
vised plans have now elapsed, and I want to
say a few words about where we are and what
steps will be taken going forward. But before I
do, I want to give you an update on where
things stand with Chrysler.

When my administration took office and be-
gan going over Chrysler’s books, the future of
this great American car company was uncer-
tain. In fact, it was not clear whether it had any
future at all. But after consulting with my Auto
Task Force, industry experts, and financial ad-
visers, and after asking many tough questions,
I became convinced that if Chrysler were will-
ing to undergo a restructuring, and if it were
able to form a partnership with a viable global
car company, then Chrysler could get a new
lease on life.

Well, that more promising scenario has now
come to pass. Today, after taking a number of
painful steps and moving through a quick, effi-
cient, and fair bankruptcy process, a new,
stronger Chrysler is poised to complete its alli-
ance with Fiat. Just 31 days after Chrysler’s
Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing, a court has ap-
proved the Chrysler/Fiat alliance, paving the
way for a new Chrysler to emerge from bank-
ruptcy in the next few days.

What happens next is in the hands of their
executives, managers, and workers, as it is for
any private company. But what the completion
of this alliance means is that tens of thousands
738



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / June 1
of jobs that would have been lost if Chrysler had
liquidated will now be saved, and that consum-
ers have no reason at all to worry about a re-
structuring, even one as painful as what Chrys-
ler underwent.

Keep in mind, many experts said that a quick,
surgical bankruptcy was impossible. They were
wrong. Others predicted that Chrysler’s deci-
sion to enter bankruptcy would lead to an im-
mediate collapse in consumer confidence that
would send car sales over a cliff. They were
wrong as well. In fact, Chrysler sold more cars
in May than it did in April, in part because con-
sumers were comforted by our extraordinary
commitment to stand behind a quick bankrupt-
cy process. All in all, it’s a dramatic—an out-
come dramatically better than what appeared
likely when this process began.

Now, the situation we found at General Mo-
tors was very different from what we found at
Chrysler, largely because GM is a different kind
of company. It is much larger and much more
complex, with operations all over the globe. In
this context, GM’s management team, including
its new CEO, Fritz Henderson, its interim
chairman, Kent Kresa, and all of their col-
leagues, has—have worked—has worked tire-
lessly to produce a plan that meets the strict
standards I laid out at the beginning to stream-
line GM’s brands, clean up GM’s balance sheet,
and make it possible for GM to compete and
succeed.

Working with my Auto Task Force, GM and
its stakeholders have produced a viable, achiev-
able plan that will give this iconic American
company a chance to rise again. It’s a plan tai-
lored to the realities of today’s auto market, a
plan that positions GM to move toward profit-
ability, even if it takes longer than expected for
our economy to fully recover, and it’s a plan that
builds on GM’s recent progress in making bet-
ter cars. As this plan takes effect, GM will start
building a larger share of its cars here at home,
including fuel-efficient cars. In fact, if all goes
according to plan, the share of GM cars sold in
the United States that are made here will actu-
ally grow for the first time in three decades.

Now, any time a business as large as General
Motors goes through a restructuring, it is ex-
tremely difficult to find common ground among

all of the company’s stakeholders. But while the
deal that has been worked out is tough, it is also
fair.

It will require the United Auto Workers to
make further cuts in compensation and retiree
health care benefits, painful sacrifices on top of
all that they have already done. It will require
GM shareholders to give up the remaining val-
ue of their shares, just as they would have had
to do in any private restructuring of this kind.
And it will also provide unsecured bondholders
with an equitable outcome, an outcome that
will let them recover more than the current val-
ue of their claims and substantially more than
they would have recovered if the Government
had not intervened and GM had liquidated.
That’s why a majority of GM’s bondholders al-
ready support this deal.

Throughout this process, I wanted to ensure
that none of GM’s stakeholders receives special
treatment because of our Government’s in-
volvement. That’s why I instructed my Auto
Task Force to treat all of GM’s stakeholders
fairly and to ensure that this restructuring was
carried out in a way that was consistent with
past precedent, and it was.

What we have then is a credible plan that is
full of promise. But GM can’t put this plan into
effect on its own. Executing this plan will re-
quire a substantial amount of money that only a
government can provide. Considering GM’s ex-
tensive operations within their borders, the gov-
ernments of Canada and Ontario have agreed to
do their part with an investment in GM’s fu-
ture, and I want to thank them for doing so. I al-
so want to thank the Government of Germany
for working diligently to reach a memorandum
of understanding on the sale of a major stake in
GM’s European division and for providing in-
terim funding that will make it possible for that
transaction to be finalized.

But, of course, GM is an American company
with tens of thousands of employees in this
country, and responsibility for its future ulti-
mately rests with us. That’s why our Govern-
ment will be making a significant additional in-
vestment of about $30 billion in GM, an invest-
ment that will entitle American taxpayers to
ownership of about 60 percent of the new GM.
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Now, let me talk about this. I recognize that
this may give some Americans pause, so let me
explain as clearly as possible why we are mak-
ing this investment. We inherited a financial
crisis unlike any that we’ve seen in our time.
This crisis crippled private capital markets and
forced us to take steps in our financial system
and with our auto companies that we would
not have otherwise even considered. These
steps have put our Government in the unwel-
come position of owning large stakes in private
companies for the simple and compelling rea-
son that their survival and the success of our
overall economy depend on it.

Understand, we’re making these invest-
ments not because I want to spend the Ameri-
can people’s tax dollars, but because I want to
protect them. Instead of taking so much stock
in GM, we could have simply offered the com-
pany more loans. But for years, GM has been
buried under an unsustainable mountain of
debt, and piling an irresponsibly large debt on
top of the new GM would mean simply repeat-
ing the mistakes of the past. So we are acting
as reluctant shareholders, because that is the
only way to help GM succeed.

What we are not doing, what I have no in-
terest in doing, is running GM. GM will be run
by a private board of directors and manage-
ment team with a track record in American
manufacturing that reflects a commitment to
innovation and quality. They, and not the Gov-
ernment, will call the shots and make the deci-
sions about how to turn this company around.
The Federal Government will refrain from ex-
ercising its rights as a shareholder in all but the
most fundamental corporate decisions. When
a difficult decision has to be made on matters
like where to open a new plant or what type of
new car to make, the new GM, not the United
States Government, will make that decision.
In short, our goal is to get GM back on its feet,
take a hands-off approach, and get out quickly.

Exiting a restructuring of this scale, howev-
er, requires not only new investment. It also
requires giving GM a chance to start anew by
clearing away the massive past debts that are
weighing the company down. And that’s why
earlier today GM did what Chrysler has suc-
cessfully done and filed for Chapter 11 bank-

ruptcy with the support of its key stakeholders
and the United States Government.

In all likelihood, this process will take more
time for GM than it did for Chrysler because
GM is a bigger, more complex company. But
Chrysler’s extraordinary success reaffirms my
confidence that GM will emerge from its
bankruptcy process quickly and as a stronger
and more competitive company. And I want to
remind everyone that if you are considering
buying a GM car during this period of restruc-
turing, your warrantees will be safe and Gov-
ernment-backed.

So I’m confident that the steps I’m an-
nouncing today will mark the end of an old
GM and the beginning of a new GM, a new
GM that can produce the high-quality, safe,
and fuel-efficient cars of tomorrow, that can
lead America towards an energy independent
future and that is once more a symbol of
America’s success.

But I want to be honest with you. Building a
leaner GM will come at a cost. It will take a
painful toll on many Americans who have re-
lied on General Motors throughout the gener-
ations. So I want to say a word directly to all
the men and women watching today, wonder-
ing what all of this will mean as far as their
own lives are concerned.

I know you’ve already seen more than your
fair share of hard times. We saw 400,000 jobs
lost in the auto industry in the year before this
restructuring even began. I will not pretend
the hard times are over. Difficult days lie
ahead. More jobs will be lost; more plants will
close; more dealerships will shut their doors,
and so will many parts suppliers.

But I want you to know that what you’re do-
ing is making a sacrifice for the next genera-
tion, a sacrifice you may not have chose to
make, but a sacrifice you were nevertheless
called to make so that your children and all of
our children can grow up in an America that
still makes things, that still builds cars, that still
strives for a better future.

As our autoworkers and auto communities
pass through these difficult times, we, as a na-
tion, must do our part. That’s why, in March, I
appointed Ed Montgomery Director of Recov-
ery for Auto Communities and Workers.
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That’s why 2 weeks ago, Ed announced a green
jobs training program for autoworkers in hard-
hit communities. And that’s why last week, Ed
and Karen Mills, my Small Business Adminis-
tration chief, traveled to Indiana to announce a
new plan to provide loans to auto, RV, and boat
dealers to help finance floor plans. That’s why
we are accelerating the purchase of a Federal
fleet of cars to jump-start demand and give the
industry a boost at a time when it needs one.
And that’s why I’m calling on Congress to pass
fleet modernization legislation that can provide
a credit to consumers who turn in old cars and
purchase cleaner, more fuel-efficient cars.
These are important steps on the long road to
overcoming a problem that didn’t happen over-
night and will not be solved overnight.

I recognize that today’s news carries a partic-
ular importance because it’s not just any com-
pany we’re talking about, it’s GM. It’s a compa-
ny that’s not only been a source of income, but a

source of pride for generations of autoworkers
and generations of Americans. But while the
GM of the future will be different from the GM
of the past, I am absolutely confident that if
well managed, a new GM will emerge that can
provide a new generation of Americans with the
chance to live out their dreams, that can out-
compete automakers around the world, and
that can once again be an integral part of Amer-
ica’s economic future. And when that happens,
we can truly say that what is good for General
Motors and all who work there is good for the
United States of America.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Kent Kresa, interim non-
executive chairman of the board, General Mo-
tors Co.; and Karen G. Mills, Administrator,
Small Business Administration.

Statement on Automobile Manufacturer Chrysler, LLC
June 1, 2009

The decision by Judge Gonzalez of the Unit-
ed States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern
District of New York to approve the Chrysler
sale transaction paves the way for the new
Chrysler to successfully emerge from bankrupt-
cy as a new, stronger, more competitive compa-
ny for the future. Only a month ago, this great
American company’s very future was in doubt.
Now, as a result of a substantial commitment by

the U.S. Government, and tough sacrifices from
all stakeholders involved, Chrysler has a new
lease on life.

We said this process would be completed
quickly and efficiently, and that’s exactly what
has been accomplished today. Tens of thou-
sands of American jobs will be saved as a result
of this extraordinary effort.

Interview With Justin Webb of BBC World News
June 1, 2009

The President’s Visit to Egypt/U.S. Relations
With Muslim Nations

Mr. Webb. Mr. President, thank you very
much for talking to the BBC.

The President. Thank you, sir. Thank you
very much for having me.

Mr. Webb. It’s really good to be here. Let’s
turn straight to your big speech, a hugely im-
portant speech you’re making in Cairo on
Thursday. Many Muslims think they’re owed an

apology, actually, for the Bush years and the
sins that, in their view, were committed by the
United States during those years. Is this speech
in any way an apology?

The President. No, I think what we want to
do is open a dialog. And, you know, there are
misapprehensions about the West on the part of
the Muslim world, and obviously, there are
some big misapprehensions about the Muslim
world when it comes to those of us in the West.
And it is my firm belief that no one speech is
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going to solve every problem; there are no sil-
ver bullets. There are very real policy issues
that have to be worked through that are diffi-
cult, and, ultimately, it’s going to be action and
not words that determine the path of progress
from here on out. But it did seem to me that
this was an opportunity for us to get both sides
to listen to each other a little bit more and
hopefully learn something about different cul-
tures.

U.S. Relations With Muslim Nations

Mr. Webb. You say, “both sides,” so I take
from that that Muslims listening to this speech
you are hoping will also be changed by it and
their attitude to the United States perhaps
change. What needs to change on the behalf of
those you’re actually speaking to?

The President. Well, I mean, look, let’s just
take one small example: The U.S. Muslim pop-
ulation is more numerous than the populations
of many majority-Muslim countries. So you
know, we have a huge and thriving Muslim
American community. We have Muslim
Americans represented or who are serving in
Congress. We’ve got a President who’s got
family members who are Muslim.

So this notion that somehow America is de-
tached, is removed, sees some clash of civiliza-
tions as inevitable, I think a lot of the propa-
ganda and dogma that’s churned out there is
inaccurate.

Now, the flip side is, is that in the wake of 9/
11—what is also true is that in a whole host of
our actions, and sometimes in our words,
America has not been as careful to distinguish
our very real need to hunt down extremists
who would do us harm—something that’s ne-
cessitated by our self-defense—and broader
policy differences or cultural differences that
exist that are best approached through diplo-
macy and conversation and some self-reflec-
tion on our part. And so that’s the kind of back
and forth that I think is going to need to take
place.

And the last point I made, because I should
actually correct myself, when I said “both
sides,” there are actually many sides to this,
because one of the misapprehensions
about—misperceptions about the Muslim

community is that it’s somehow monolithic.
And, you know, setting aside differences be-
tween Shi’a and Sunni, the Muslim country
that I lived in when I was a child, Indonesia,
obviously, is very different from Pakistan, is
very different from Saudi Arabia. And so we
have to also recognize that there are going to
be differences based on national identity and
not just faith.

The President’s Visit to Egypt/Democratization

Mr. Webb. You’re making this speech in
Cairo. Amnesty International says there are
thousands of political prisoners in Egypt. How
do you address that issue?

The President. Well, look, obviously, in the
Middle East, across a wide range of types of
governments, there are some human rights is-
sues. I don’t think there’s any dispute about
that. The message I hope to deliver is that de-
mocracy, rule of law, freedom of speech, free-
dom of religion, those are not simply princi-
ples of the West to be hoisted on these coun-
tries, but rather what I believe to be universal
principles that they can embrace and affirm as
part of their national identity.

Now, the danger I think is when the United
States or any country thinks that we can simply
impose these values on another country with a
different history and a different culture. Our
job is——

Mr. Webb. But you can encourage——
The President. Absolutely we can encour-

age, and I expect we will be encouraging——
Mr. Webb. But you will.
The President. And I think the thing that we

can do most importantly is serve as a good role
model. And that’s why, for example, closing
Guantanamo, from my perspective, as difficult
as it is, is important, because part of what we
want to affirm to the world is that these are
values that are important even when it’s hard,
maybe especially when it’s hard, and not just
when it’s easy.

President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt

Mr. Webb. Do you regard President
Mubarak as an authoritarian ruler?
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The President. No, I tend not to use labels for
folks. I haven’t met him; I’ve spoken to him on
the phone. He has been a stalwart ally, in many
respects, to the United States. He has sustained
peace with Israel, which is a very difficult thing
to do in that region, but he has never resorted
to unnecessary demagoguing of the issue and
has tried to maintain that relationship.

So I think he has been a force for stability
and good in the region. Obviously, there has
been—there have been criticisms of the man-
ner in which politics operates in Egypt, and, as I
said before, you know, the United States job is
not to lecture but to encourage, to lift up what
we consider to be the values that, ultimately,
will work not just for our country but for the as-
pirations of a lot of people.

U.S. Foreign Policy/Middle East Peace Process

Mr. Webb. A lot of people are looking for
specifics in your speech, and one of the areas
they’re going to be fascinated by, hanging on
your every word, is Israel and the Palestinians
and what you say about that. You’ve made it
very clear in recent weeks to the Israeli Govern-
ment that you want settlement building to be
frozen in existing settlements. They’ve made it
equally clear that they’re not going to do that.
So what happens now?

The President. Well, it’s still early in the con-
versation. I’ve had one meeting with Prime
Minister Netanyahu. I think that we have not
seen a set of potential gestures from other Arab
States or from the Palestinians that might deal
with some Israeli concerns. I do believe that if
you follow the roadmap approach that has been
laid out, if Israel abides by its obligations that
includes no settlements, if the Palestinians
abide by their obligations to deal with the secu-
rity situation, to eliminate incitement, if all the
surrounding Arab States, working with the
Quartet, are able to encourage economic devel-
opment and political development, then I think
that we can actually make some progress.

So you know, one of the things that in the 24/
7 news cycle is very difficult to encourage is pa-
tience, and diplomacy is always a matter of a
long, hard slog. It’s never a matter of quick re-
sults.

Middle East Peace Process

Mr. Webb. I’ll accept that, but you have the
Israeli—a senior member of the Israeli cabinet,
the Transport Minister saying, “I want to say in
a crystal-clear manner [that] the current Israeli
Government will not accept in any fashion that
legal settlement activity be frozen.” I mean,
you’ve got a job of work, can I at least put it like
that?

The President. Always have a lot of work, yes.
I mean, nobody thought this was going to be
easy. If it was easy, it would have been done.
But I do think that we’re going to be able to get
serious negotiations back on track, and we’re
going to do everything we can because not only
is it in the interests of the Palestinian people to
have a state, it’s in the interests of the Israeli
people to stabilize the situation there, and it’s in
the interests of the United States that we’ve got
two states living side by side in peace and secu-
rity.

Israel-U.S. Relations/U.S. Foreign Policy

Mr. Webb. What George Bush senior did to
concentrate the minds of the then-Israeli Gov-
ernment was freeze loan guarantees to Israel. Is
there—I don’t want to ask you about specifics,
because, obviously, you don’t want to say at this
stage, but are there potentially sanctions, if I
could put it like that, that you could employ,
that you would consider employing against Isra-
el if this Israeli Government doesn’t do what
you want it to do?

The President. I think that I’ve said my piece
on this matter. We’re going to continue negotia-
tions. We think that it’s early in the process, but
we think we can make some progress.

Iran

Mr. Webb. What the Israelis say is that they
have managed to persuade you at least to con-
centrate on Iran and to give what’s—behind the
scenes they’re calling a bit of an ultimatum to
the Iranians, that by the end of this year there
must be some real progress.

The President. Well, the only thing I’d cor-
rect on that is I don’t think the Israelis needed
to convince me of that, since I’ve been talking
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about it for the last 2 years. What I have said is
that it is in the world’s interests for Iran to set
aside ambitions for a nuclear weapon, but that
the best way to accomplish that is through
tough, direct diplomacy.

Now—and what I was very clear about was
that although I don’t want to put artificial time
tables on that process, we do want to make
sure that by the end of this year we’ve actually
seen a serious process move forward, and I
think that we can measure whether or not the
Iranians are serious.

My personal view is that the Islamic state of
Iran has the potential to be a extraordinarily
powerful and prosperous country. They are
more likely to achieve that in the absence of
nuclear weapons that could trigger a nuclear
arms race in the region, not just responses
from Israel, by the way, but potentially other
states in the region—and that if what’s pre-
venting them from seeing that reality is 30
years of loggerheads between Iran and the
United States, then this may be an opportunity
for us to open the door and see if they walk
through.

Now, there’s no guarantees that they re-
spond in a constructive way. That’s part of
what we need to test.

Iran/Nuclear Nonproliferation

Mr. Webb. A couple of former members of
the National Security Council actually suggest
that you should go further, though, and that
Iran should be regarded in the same way as Ja-
pan, that, in other words, nuclear reprocessing
should be accepted and monitored by the in-
ternational community. Is that remotely possi-
ble?

The President. I think that the key right now
is to initiate a process that is meaningful, that
is rigorous between not only the United States
and Iran bilaterally but also continuing with
the P–5-plus-one discussions in a way that’s
constructive. What I—without going into spe-
cifics, what I do believe is that Iran has legiti-
mate energy concerns, legitimate aspirations.
On the other hand, the international commu-
nity has a very real interest in preventing a nu-
clear arms race in the region. Now, one——

Mr. Webb. But could Iran have the right to
reprocess energy?

The President. One point that I want to
make is that in my speech in Prague, I talked
about how we need to reinvigorate a much
broader agenda for nuclear nonproliferation,
including the United States and Russia draw-
ing down our stockpiles in very significant
ways.

To the extent that Iran feels that they are
treated differently than everybody else that
makes them embattled. To the extent that
we’re having a broader conversation about
how all countries have an interest in contain-
ing and reducing over time the nuclear prolif-
eration threat, that I think has to be part and
parcel of our broader agenda.

Europe-U.S. Relations/U.S. Foreign Policy/Na-
tional Security

Mr. Webb. You’re going on to Europe, to
Normandy, scene of a great ally coming to-
gether. Have you convinced European lead-
ers, do you think, taking a sort of broad look at
Europe as a whole, that it is necessary some-
times to use force to get your way in the
world? And I’m thinking, obviously, particular-
ly of Afghanistan, but almost in a wider sense,
a kind of Venus and Mars issue. Are the Euro-
peans going to be more onboard now to the
American way of thinking?

The President. Well, look, I think any stu-
dent of European history understands that the
devastation of not just two World Wars but
centuries of war across the Continent and
across the Channel means that Europeans un-
derstand better than anybody the costs of war,
and it is legitimate and understandable that
they are hesitant. I think the United States has
a similar attitude, that we should be thinking
in terms of our national defense, not where
can we initiate war.

We had an attack against the United States
that killed 3,000 Americans. There have been
multiple terrorist attacks planned, and some
successfully executed, against European
states. And at some point, we have to make
sure that we are eliminating those networks
that would—could do our citizens harm. That
744



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / June 2
is our first job as a state, as a Government,
and——

Mr. Webb. And European leaders are on-
board for that?

The President. And I think that they are on-
board on that. Now, there are going to be tacti-
cal issues and strategies, and the politics of this
can sometimes be difficult. Listen, the idea of
U.S. troops in Afghanistan 7 years after 9/
11—or 8 years after 9/11 is hardly popular. At
some point, we have to make the case that it is
necessary, and I think that, you know, what we
tried to do with our strategic review was to give
a broader framework of not just military but al-
so diplomatic and development initiatives that
would move in tandem with the military. And
that framework, I think, is one that was heartily
embraced by European leaders, by NATO.
Now we’ve just got to execute, and execution is
always tough, especially in a world recession
where people are looking at their budgets.

The President’s Leisure Activities

Mr. Webb. We’re almost out of time, Mr.
President. I wanted to finish by asking you just
sort of a personal question. We’ve been through
all these issues, and they must weigh on your
mind constantly. How do you relax? What do
you read? What do you—what does President
Obama do?

The President. Well, nothing is better at pull-
ing you out of your world than having a couple
of children. So I’ve got a 10-year-old and a 7-
year-old, and they’re planning pool parties and
talking about homework and trying to figure out
how to get the dog back on the leash and——

Mr. Webb. And family life works in this way.
The President. And it really does. I mean, one

of the huge benefits of being President is I now
have this nice home office, and I go upstairs and
I can have dinner with my family just about ev-
ery night, and they can travel with me when
they’re able. And so we’ve got, I think, a very
good deal, and I’m grateful that I’ve got such a
wonderful wife and kids. That’s my main form
of relaxation.

Now, the—if I can get in a basketball game,
or a round of golf, or I pick up a novel every
once in a while, that doesn’t hurt.

Mr. Webb. Are you reading anything at the
moment?

The President. You know, I’m reading a book
called “Netherland” by Joseph O’Neill—almost
finished, excellent novel.

Mr. Webb. We’ll let you get back to it. I’m
sure you have other things to do before you go.

The President. Thank you so much.
Mr. Webb. Thank you very much, Mr. Presi-

dent.
The President. Appreciate it. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 3:34 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu of Israel. Mr. Webb referred to
Minister of Transportation and Road Safety Yis-
rael Katz of Israel; and former National Securi-
ty Council staff members Flynt Leverett and
Hillary Mann Leverett. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
June 2.

Interview With Laurence Haim of Canal Plus Television
June 1, 2009

Crash of Air France Flight 447

Ms. Haim. Bonjour, Mr. President.
The President. Bonjour.
Ms. Haim. Thank you so much to welcome

Canal Plus on I-Television for this first inter-
view granted to the French press.

The President. Thank you. 

Ms. Haim. We really appreciate it. Before we
begin today, there was a terrible tragedy in
France with this plane. The French people are
requesting assistance from the American peo-
ple. Is there anything you wanted to say about
it, sir?

The President. Well, obviously, we’re heart-
broken by the news, although we don’t yet
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know exactly what happened. Anytime there’s
an aviation problem, I think all of us are con-
cerned.

The United States wants to provide every
assistance possible in investigating what’s hap-
pened. Obviously, until we know all the facts, I
can’t comment too much on the specifics. But
I’m sure that those families who are waiting to
find out what happened are going through a
very difficult time right now, and my thoughts
and prayers are with them.

The President’s Visit to the Middle East

Ms. Haim. I’m sure they will appreciate that
very much, sir. Thank you so much for them.

Tomorrow we’re leaving for the Middle
East. It’s going to be your first trip there. What
do you want to achieve with this trip?

The President. Well, we’re going to be trav-
eling to Saudi Arabia; I’ll be having discussions
with King Abdallah. And then we’ll travel to
Cairo, in which I am delivering on a promise I
made during the campaign to provide a frame-
work, a speech of how I think we can remake
relations between the United States and coun-
tries in the Muslim world.

Now, I think it’s very important to under-
stand that one speech is not going to solve all
the problems in the Middle East. And so I
think expectations should be somewhat mod-
est.

What I want to do is to create a better dia-
log so that the Muslim world understands
more effectively how the United States but al-
so how the West thinks about many of these
difficult issues like terrorism, like democracy,
to discuss the framework for what’s happened
in Iraq and Afghanistan and our outreach to
Iran, and also how we view the prospects for
peace between the Israelis and the Palestin-
ians.

Now, the flip side is I think that the United
States and the West generally, we have to edu-
cate ourselves more effectively on Islam. And
one of the points I want to make is, is that if
you actually took the number of Muslims
Americans, we’d be one of the largest Muslim
countries in the world. And so there’s got to be
a better dialog and a better understanding be-
tween the two peoples.

Combating Extremism in Muslim Countries

Ms. Haim. You’re always speaking about di-
alog. How can you do that with the young peo-
ple who sometimes are very tempted by ex-
tremists? Does you—as, you know, kind of a
new President of the United States, what do
you want to tell them, the young people?

The President. Well, you know, I think the
most important thing I want to tell young peo-
ple is that, regardless of your faith, those who
build as opposed to those who destroy, I think,
leave a lasting legacy, not only for themselves
but also for their nations. And the impulse to-
wards destruction as opposed to how can we
study science and mathematics and restore the
incredible scientific and knowledge, the out-
put that came about during centuries of Islam-
ic culture——

Ms. Haim. Do you think it’s easy, Mr. Presi-
dent? 

The President. ——I think that has to be
lifted up. And you’re seeing some countries, I
think, that are making more investments in ed-
ucation. I think the importance of educating
women has to be something that’s empha-
sized; if you look at indicators of human devel-
opment across the board, those where girls are
getting a chance for an education end up being
more economically productive. How to recon-
cile this with some of the traditional values and
norms of Islam, that’s not for me to dictate,
but, certainly, I think it’s something that can
be accomplished, and I want to encourage
that.

The President’s Visit to the Middle East

Ms. Haim. When I met you on the cam-
paign trail, you were telling me that you want-
ed to organize a Muslim summit. Do you still
have that in mind?

The President. Well, you know, this is a start
of what I think will be a long-term process.
We’ll have a speech; we’ll have a roundtable
discussion. It will give an opportunity, I think,
for people around the world to engage in this
discussion. It will be telecast in a wide variety
of languages on our White House web site,
whitehouse.gov. And my hope is, is that as a
consequence you start seeing discussions not
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just at the Presidential level, but at every level
of public life. And I hope I can spark some dia-
log and debate within the Muslim world, be-
cause I think there’s a real struggle right now
between those who believe that Islam is irrec-
oncilable to modern life and those who believe
that, actually, Islam has always been able to
move side by side with progress.

France-U.S. Relations

Ms. Haim. During this trip, you’re going also
to Germany and to France for the D-Day. How
can you qualify the nature of the relationship
between the French people and the American
people, and also between the two Presidents?

The President. Well, I’ve had a wonderful re-
lationship with President Sarkozy. And we had a
wonderful visit when we were there the last
time in Strasbourg. And this time I’m sure we’ll
have very productive bilateral relations.

France is one of the most important coun-
tries in the world and helps to set trends in how
we deal with everything from climate change to
the global recession. And President Sarkozy, I
think, has been very courageous in some of the
decisions that he’s made: his willingness to
stand very firm in the need to deal with Afghan-
istan; his encouragement of tough direct diplo-
macy with Iran. I think those are areas where
he’s shown excellent leadership. So I think the
American people continue to love all things
French and——

France

Ms. Haim. What do you love about France, if
I may ask?

The President. Well, let’s see. Okay, we got
the food. We’ve got the—we’ve got Paris.
We’ve got the south of France, Provence, the
wine.

Ms. Haim. The wine? Did you go to
Provence?

The President. You know, the—I have trav-
eled through the south of France when I was in
college. I haven’t been back for a long time.
And so I need to get back there.

Afghanistan

Ms. Haim. Just a serious question before the
last one, because we don’t have a lot of time.
What do you expect from the French people,
the French Government, about Afghanistan,
precisely? Do you want them to have more
troops?

The President. Well, I think we’ve put for-
ward a framework, after having done a strategic
review, of all the steps that need to be taken,
not just militarily, but also diplomatically, as
well as—in terms of development in Afghani-
stan. Our main goal is to have a Afghan Govern-
ment that can deal with its security needs, but
can assure that Afghanistan is not a safe haven.
And if we can accomplish that, then we would
love to get out of there as soon as possible.

In the meantime, there is going to need to be
some military support for the elections, for ba-
sic security in many of these villages. We have
provided a lot of troops. We expect all our
NATO partners to contribute to that. But that’s
not the only contribution to make. We also need
agricultural specialists. We need gendarmes to
help train the police. We need people who un-
derstand water systems and electrical systems.
So there’s more than enough work to do, and
I’m very pleased so far that the NATO commu-
nity feels, I think, unified in the approach that
we’ve put forward.

Message to Youth

Ms. Haim. Last question: You’re loved by a
lot of French people. They really see you as a
model. What do you want again to say to the
young people who are inspired by you and who
are going through a very difficult time at this
moment?

The President. Well, you know, I think that
the main thing I always want to tell young peo-
ple is that if they work hard and they aren’t con-
strained by the status quo, by what has hap-
pened before, then they can remake the world.
Now, I think that they have to do it in a respon-
sible way. 

I think—when I was young, certainly, I
thought I could change the world overnight and
that I didn’t have to necessarily make all the
sacrifices needed to do it, so nothing comes
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easy. But transmitting to young people the
sense that this is really their world for the mak-
ing and that on issues like climate change or
economic inequality or how do we deal with
world health issues or how do we deal with
conflict, that in all these areas, creating a more
peaceful, prosperous world is up to them.
That’s what I want to encourage.

Ms. Haim. That’s your dream, Mr. Presi-
dent?

The President. Yes.

French Language

Ms. Haim. Last question——
The President. You’ve already had a last

question.
Ms. Haim. No, last question—[laughter]—a

little one. Do you speak French? That’s my
last question.

The President. My French is terrible. I stud-
ied it in high school, and I just forgot it. Now,
Michelle actually speaks a little French. 

Ms. Haim. She’s coming with you?
The President. She will be there. I’m not—I

think she’s definitely coming to Normandy
with us. And then I think she may be staying in
Paris for a few days. 

Ms. Haim. Not one more in French, Mr.
President. [Laughter]

The President. I need to work on my
French.

Ms. Haim. Thank you so much. I really ap-
preciate it. Merci beaucoup. It’s a pleasure.

The President. Thank you so much.
Ms. Haim. Thank you. I appreciate it.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 3:50 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to King Abdal-
lah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia;
and President Nicolas Sarkozy of France. The
transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 2. A portion of this in-
terview could not be verified because the au-
dio was incomplete.

Interview With Michele Norris and Steve Inskeep of National Public Radio
June 1, 2009

U.S. Foreign Relations/Middle East Peace Pro-
cess

Mr. Inskeep. Mr. President, welcome to the
program.

The President. Thank you so much.
Ms. Norris. We’re so glad you could join us,

or we could join you, in this case. If you want
to improve relations with the Muslim world,
do you have to change or alter in some way the
strong U.S. support for Israel?

The President. No, I don’t think that we
have to change strong U.S. support for Israel. I
think that we do have to retain a constant be-
lief in the possibilities of negotiations that will
lead to peace, and that that’s going to require,
from my view, a two-state solution; that’s going
to require that each side, Israelis and Palestin-
ians, meet their obligations.

I’ve said very clearly to the Israelis both pri-
vately and publicly that a freeze on settlements
including natural growth is part of those obli-
gations. I’ve said to the Palestinians that their

continued progress on security and ending the
incitement that, I think, understandably,
makes Israelis so concerned—that has to
be—those obligations have to be met.

So the key is to just believe that that process
can move forward and that all sides are going
to have to give. And it’s not going to be an easy
path, but one that I think we can achieve.

Israel

Mr. Inskeep. Mr. President, you mentioned
a freeze on settlements. The Israel Prime Min-
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu, is quoted today
saying to Cabinet members in Israel that he
will not follow your demand for a freeze on
settlements in the West Bank, that it’s not go-
ing to happen. What does it suggest that Israel
is not taking your advice?

The President. Well, I think it’s still early in
the process. They formed a government, what,
a month ago? I think that we’re going to have a
series of conversations. Obviously, the first
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priority of a Israeli Prime Minister is to think in
terms of Israel’s security. I believe that
strategically the status quo is unsustainable
when it comes to Israeli security, that over time,
in the absence of peace with the Palestinians,
Israel will continue to be threatened militarily
and will have enormous problems along its
borders. And so it is not only in the Palestinians’
interest to have a state, I believe that it is in the
Israelis’ as well, and in the United States
interest as well.

Middle East Peace Process

Mr. Inskeep. But if the United States says for
years that Israel should stop the settlements,
and for years Israel simply does not, and the
United States continues supporting Israel in
roughly the same way, what does that do with
American credibility in the Muslim world,
which you’re trying to address?

The President. Well, I think what is certainly
true is that the United States has to follow
through on what it says. Now, as I said before, I
haven’t said anything yet because it’s early in
the process. But it is important for us to be clear
about what we believe will lead to peace and
that there’s not equivocation and there’s not a
sense that we expect only compromise on one
side. It’s going to have to be two-sided.

And I don’t think anybody would deny that in
theory. When it comes to the concrete, then the
politics of it get difficult both within the Israeli
and the Palestinian communities. But, look, if
this was easy, it would have already been done.

Israel-U.S. Relations

Ms. Norris. Many people in the region are
concerned. When they look at the U.S. relation-
ship with Israel, they feel that Israel has favored
status in all cases. And what do you say to peo-
ple in the Muslim world who feel that the U.S.
has repeatedly over time, blindly supported Is-
rael?

The President. Well, what I’d say is there’s no
doubt that the United States has a special rela-
tionship with Israel. There are a lot of Israelis
who used to be Americans. There is huge cross-
cultural ties between the two countries. I think
that as a vibrant democracy that shares many of

our values, obviously, we’re deeply sympathetic
to Israel.

And I think I would also say that given past
statements surrounding Israel, the notion that
they should be driven into the sea, that they
should be annihilated, that they should be oblit-
erated, the armed aggression that’s been direct-
ed towards them in the past, you can under-
stand why not only Israelis would feel concern,
but the United States would feel it was impor-
tant to back this stalwart ally.

Now, having said all that, what is also true is
that part of being a good friend is being honest,
and I think there have been times where we are
not as honest as we should be about the fact
that the current direction, the current trajectory
in the region is profoundly negative not only for
Israeli interests, but also U.S. interests. And
that’s part of a new dialog that I’d like to see en-
couraged in the region.

U.S. Foreign Policy

Mr. Inskeep. Does it undermine your effort,
reaching out to the Muslim world, which you’ll
do with the speech in Cairo, that you’ll be
speaking in a country with an undemocratic
government that is an ally of the United States?

The President. Well, keep in mind, I already
spoke in Turkey. They have a democracy that
I’m sure some Turks would say has flaws to it,
just as there are some Americans who would
suggest there are flaws to American democracy.

Mr. Inskeep. Are you about to say Egypt is
just a country with some flaws?

The President. No, no, what I’m about—nev-
er—don’t put words in my mouth, Steve, espe-
cially not in the White House. [Laughter] 

Mr. Inskeep. Just wondered where you’re
headed with that. [Laughter]

The President. You can wait until the post-
script.

There is a wide range of governments
throughout the Muslim world and the non-
Muslim world, and the main thing for me to do
is to project what our values are, what our ideals
are, what we care most deeply about. And that
is democracy, rule of law, freedom of speech,
freedom of religion.

Now, in every country I deal with, whether
it’s China, Russia, ultimately Iran, Egypt, Saudi
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Arabia, allies as well as non-allies, there are
going to be some differences. And what I want
to do is just maintain consistency in affirming
what those values that I believe in are, under-
standing that we’re not going to get countries
to embrace various of our values simply by lec-
turing or through military means. We can’t
force these approaches. What we can do is
stand up for human rights; we can stand up for
democracy. But I think it’s a mistake for us to
somehow suggest that we’re not going to deal
with countries around the world in the ab-
sence of their meeting all our criteria for de-
mocracy.

Mr. Inskeep. Michele Norris.

Hizballah and Hamas

Ms. Norris. You’ve mentioned many times
the importance of reaching out to Iran with an
open hand, trying to engage that country. Are
you also willing to try to engage with Hizballah
or Hamas, entities that have now had signifi-
cant gains in recent elections?

The President. Well, let’s just underscore a
point here. Iran is a huge, significant nation-
state that has, I think, across the international
community been recognized as such. Hizbal-
lah and Hamas are not. And I don’t think that
we have to approach those entities in the same
way. In the——

Ms. Norris. If I may ask though, does that
change with their electoral gains?

The President. Well, look, if at some point
Lebanon is a member of the United Nations, if
at some point they are elected as a head of
state, or a head of state is elected in Lebanon
that is a member of that organization, then
that would raise these issues. That hasn’t hap-
pened yet.

With respect to Hamas, I do think that if
they recognize the Quartet principles that
have been laid out—and these are fairly mod-
est conditions here—that you recognize the
State of Israel without prejudging what various
grievances or claims are appropriate, that you
abide by previous agreements, that you re-
nounce violence as a means of achieving your
goals, then I think the discussions with Hamas
could potentially proceed.

And so the problem has been that there’s
been a preference oftentimes on the part of
these organizations to use violence and not
take responsibility for governance as a means
of winning propaganda wars or advancing their
organizational aims. At some point, though,
they may make a transition. There are exam-
ples of, in the past, of organizations that have
successfully transitioned from violent organi-
zations to ones that recognize that they can
achieve their aims more effectively through
political means, and I hope that occurs.

Iran/Nuclear Nonproliferation

Mr. Inskeep. Mr. President, because you
mentioned Iran, I want to ask a question about
that and about your efforts to engage with the
Muslim world in a different way. I’d like to
know which development you think would be
more harmful to America’s prestige in the
Muslim world, which is worse: an Iranian Gov-
ernment that has nuclear weapons, or an Is-
raeli military strike on Iranian nuclear facili-
ties?

The President. Well, I’m not going to en-
gage in these hypotheticals, Steve, but I can
tell you that my view is that Iran possessing a
nuclear weapon would be profoundly destabi-
lizing to the region, not just with respect to Is-
rael’s response, but the response of other Arab
States in the region or Muslim states in the re-
gion that might be concerned about Iran hav-
ing an undue advantage.

More broadly, I’ve got a concern about nu-
clear proliferation generally, something that I
talked about in my speech in Prague. I think
one of the things that we need to do is to de-
scribe to the Iranians a pathway for them
achieving security, respect, and prosperity that
doesn’t involve them possessing a nuclear
weapon. But we have to be able to make that
same argument to other countries that might
aspire to nuclear weapons, and we have to ap-
ply some of those same principles to ourselves,
so that—for example, I’ll be traveling next
month to Moscow to initiate START talks, try-
ing to reduce our nuclear stockpiles, as part of
a broader effort in the international communi-
ty to contain our nuclear weapons.
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Mr. Inskeep. And would you urge other na-
tions to restrain themselves until you can com-
plete that process?

The President. Well, that’s going to be the
challenge. That’s why we’re so busy around
here all the time. 

Afghanistan

Mr. Inskeep. Let me ask about one other
challenge, if I might. Forgive me, Michele, go
ahead.

Ms. Norris. No, go ahead.
Mr. Inskeep. Is your effort to engage the

Muslim world likely to be complicated or even
undermined by the fact that you’re escalating a
war in a Muslim country, Afghanistan, with the
inevitable civilian casualties and other bad news
that will come out of that?

The President. Well, there’s no doubt that
anytime you have civilian casualties that always
complicates things, whether it was a Muslim or
a non-Muslim country. I think part of what I’ll
be addressing in my speech is a reminder that
the reason we’re in Afghanistan is very simple,
and that is 3,000 Americans were killed, and
you had a devastating attack on the American
homeland. The organization that planned those
attacks intends to carry out further attacks, and
we cannot stand by and allow that to happen.

But I am somebody who is very anxious to
have the Afghan Government and the Pakistani
Government have the capacity to ensure that
those safe havens don’t exist. And so it’s—I
think will be an important reminder that we
have no territorial ambitions in Afghanistan. We
don’t have an interest in exploiting the resourc-
es of Afghanistan. What we want is simply that
people aren’t hanging out in Afghanistan who
are plotting to bomb the United States. And I
think that’s a fairly modest goal that other Mus-
lim countries should be able to understand.

Former Vice President Dick Cheney/U.S. For-
eign Policy/National Security

Ms. Norris. Mr. President, you have talked
about creating a new path forward on Guanta-
namo, on the relationship that the U.S. has with
countries in the Muslim world, and on several
fronts. But at the same time, the former Vice

President has been out talking about the poli-
cies in the former administration. He’s forceful;
he’s unapologetic; and he doesn’t seem willing
to scale back his rhetoric. How much does that
undermine or complicate your effort to extend
a hand, to explain the Obama doctrine, and
draw a line of demarcation between that admin-
istration and yours?

The President. Well, he also happens to be
wrong, right? And last time, immediately after
his speech, I think there was a fact check on his
speech that didn’t get a very good grade. 

Does it make it more complicated? No, be-
cause I think these are complicated issues and
there is a legitimate debate to be had about na-
tional security. And I don’t doubt the sincerity
of the former Vice President or the previous ad-
ministration in wanting to protect the American
people. And these are very difficult decisions. If
you’ve got a—as I said in my speech, if you’ve
got a organization that is out to kill Americans
and is not bound by any rules, then that puts an
enormous strain on not only our intelligence
operations, our national security operations, but
also our legal system.

The one thing that I’m absolutely persuaded
by, though, is that if we are true to our ideals
and our values, if these decisions aren’t made
unilaterally by the executive branch, but rather
in consultation and in open fashion and in dem-
ocratic debate, that the Muslim world and the
world generally will see that we have upheld
our values, been true to our ideals, and that ulti-
mately will make us safer.

Ms. Norris. It’s unusual for the debate to be
playing out in a public forum, though. Have you
picked up the phone? Have you talked to him?
Have you had a conversation?

The President. Oh, I don’t think it’s that un-
usual. As I remember, there were some speech-
es given by Vice President Gore that differed
with President Bush’s policies. And I think
that’s healthy; that’s part of the debate. And I
don’t in any way begrudge, I think, anybody in
debating, sometimes ferociously, these issues
that are of premium importance to the United
States. And I am constantly listening and gaug-
ing whether or not there’s new information out
there that I should take into account.
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I will tell you that based on my reviews, I
am very confident about the policies that
we’ve taken being the right ones for the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Inskeep. We’re told that our time is up.
So you’ve been very generous.

The President. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 4:02 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel. The tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on June 2.

Remarks on the Nomination of Representative John M. McHugh To Be
Secretary of the Army
June 2, 2009

Good afternoon, everybody. As President
and Commander in Chief, I have no greater
responsibility than the security of the Ameri-
can people. And keeping the American people
safe demands keeping our Armed Forces
strong: the soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines,
and coast guardsmen who bear the burden of
America’s defense.

Few have borne a heavier burden in recent
years than America’s Army: the soldiers, ac-
tive, guard, and reserve, who have deployed
multiple times to Afghanistan and Iraq; the
thousands who have given life or limb, or our
wounded warriors, like those I’ll be visiting
this week in Germany, and the spouses and
children, the heroes back home, like those my
wife Michelle has visited at Fort Bragg and
around the country; and the veterans we honor
still, like the heroes of D-Day who we’ll re-
member this week in Normandy.

As a nation, we have a sacred trust with all
those who wear the uniform to always take
care of them as they take care of us. And that’s
why my administration is increasing funding
for our military, including the Army, and in-
creasing the size of the Army 2 years ahead of
schedule. That’s why we’re investing in the
equipment our forces need today, including
the additional Army helicopters and crews ur-
gently needed in Afghanistan. That’s why
we’re investing in the new capabilities de-
manded by 21st century missions. And that’s
why we’re increasing support to soldiers and
families, increasing pay, investing $1.7 billion
in Army family programs, and making historic
investments to improve care for our wounded
warriors and veterans.

And today I’m proud to announce the dis-
tinguished public servant who will help keep
us safe and keep our sacred trust with our sol-
diers and their families, the next Secretary of
the Army, the ranking member of the House
Armed Services Committee, John McHugh.

Through more than 30 years of public ser-
vice at the local, State, and national level, John
has proven himself a dedicated representative
of the people of northern New York. But it is
his service over the past 16 years in Congress
as a champion of our men and women in uni-
form that uniquely qualifies him to help lead
America’s Army.

John understands personally and deeply the
sacrifices that our soldiers and their families
make every day. Just ask the soldiers he’s al-
ways fought for in his district at Fort Drum,
home to the legendary 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, the most deployed division in the U.S.
Army, or ask the soldiers he’s visited on his
many trips to Iraq and Afghanistan.

John is committed to keeping America’s Ar-
my the best-trained, the best-equipped, the
best-led land force the world has ever seen.
He has been a member of the Armed Services
Committee for 16 years. He has been a cochair
of the House Army Caucus for 14 years. He
served as ranking member of the Military Per-
sonnel Subcommittee. As Secretary of the Ar-
my, he will ensure that our soldiers are trained
and equipped to meet the full spectrum of
challenges and threats of our time, the con-
ventional and the unconventional, the nation-
state and the terrorist network.

John understands that confronting these
challenges also requires something else. He
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served on the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence and three of its key sub-
committees. He knows that we—when we send
our forces into harm’s way, they need the best,
most accurate intelligence to protect our sol-
diers and advance our interests.

At the same time, John knows that we must
reform the way the Pentagon and the Army
does business. Along with Senators Carl Levin
and John McCain and Representative Ike Skel-
ton, he played a leading role in passing the land-
mark Weapons System Acquisition Reform Act,
which I signed into law 2 weeks ago. As Secre-
tary, he will help lead our efforts to save taxpay-
ers billions of dollars and equip our soldiers
with the weapons they need on time and on
budget.

Most importantly, John understands that the
Army’s greatest strength is its people. He
served for many years on the board of visitors of
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. He’s
been honored by our soldiers and their families
for his efforts to increase their readiness, health
care, and quality of life. As Secretary, he will
ensure that America keeps faith with our sol-
diers, increasing their pay, increasing childcare,
and helping families deal with the stress and
strain of war.

Finally, John shares my belief that a sustain-
able national security strategy must include a
bipartisan consensus at home. He hasn’t agreed
with every decision my administration has
made, but he brings patriotism and a pragma-
tism that has won him respect on both sides of
the aisle.

I should note that this patriotism runs in the
McHugh family. During World War II, John’s
father served with distinction on a B–17 bomb-
er, his mother cared for wounded GIs through
the Nurses Corps.

I know giving up his seat in Congress after
nine terms will require a sacrifice both for John
and his constituents, but I also know that he is
more than ready to carry on his family’s tradi-
tion of service and to write the next great chap-
ter of his own service to his country. And I
know that the Army and America will be stron-
ger for it.

With that, I’d like to invite John to say a few
words. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Rep. McHugh.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Senate Democrats To Discuss Health Care
Reform and an Exchange With Reporters
June 2, 2009

The President. I want to—thanks—I want to
say thank you to all of my former colleagues for
taking the time to visit here today at the White
House. I want to particularly thank Senators
Baucus, Senator Dodd, all the Senators who
have been fighting tirelessly on behalf of health
care reform, for many years in some cases. 

I want to mention, by the way, that I spoke to
Senator Kennedy earlier this morning. He is
gung-ho, ready to go. He had a whole range of
ideas in terms of about how he’d like to see this
move, and he’s grateful that Chris has been tak-
ing on a lot of the work in the health committee,
but he is very enthusiastic about our progress.

This issue, health care reform, is not a luxury.
It’s not something that I want to do because of

campaign promises or politics. This is a necessi-
ty. This is something that has to be done. We
cannot avoid bringing about change in our
health care system. Soaring health care costs
are unsustainable for families, they are unsus-
tainable for businesses, and they are unsustain-
able for governments, both at the Federal,
State, and local levels.

All across the system, what you are seeing are
skyrocketing premiums; you are seeing people
who are getting caught up in loopholes and end
up not having coverage that they thought they
had. We have a system here in the United
States which is spending more money per capita
than just about any other industrialized or
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advanced nation, and yet we’re actually seeing
worse health care outcomes in many cases.

And to give you a sense of what we’re look-
ing at down the road if we don’t initiate serious
reform, one-fifth of our economy is projected
to be tied up in our health care system in 10
years—one-fifth. Millions more Americans are
expected to go without health insurance if we
don’t initiate reform right now, and outside of
what they’re receiving for health care, workers
are projected to see their take-home pay actu-
ally decrease if we don’t get a handle on this. 

So we can’t afford to put this off, and the
dedicated public servants who are gathered
here today understand that, and they are ready
to get going. And this window between now
and the August recess, I think, is going to be
the make-or-break period. This is the time
where we’ve got to get this done.

I want to just make mention of something
that I’ve talked to many of you privately about.
I want to say this publicly. As we move forward
on health care reform, it is not sufficient for us
simply to add more people to Medicare or
Medicaid, to increase the rolls, to increase
coverage in the absence of cost controls and
reform. And let me repeat this principle: If we
don’t get control over costs, then it is going to
be very difficult for us to expand coverage.
These two things have to go hand in hand. An-
other way of putting it is, we can’t simply put
more people into a broken system that doesn’t
work. 

So we’ve got to reform the underlying sys-
tem. And this means promoting best practices
not just the most expensive practices. And one
of the things I’m going to be discussing with
the Health and the Finance Committees is

how can we change incentive structures so
that, for example, places like Mayo Clinic in
Minnesota are able to provide some of the best
health care services in the country at half or
sometimes even less of the costs than some
other areas where the quality is not as good.
What we should be—and by the way, that’s
not just unique to Mayo; the Cleveland Clinic
in Ohio, same thing, top-notch quality, lower
costs. 

What we’ve got to figure out is how do we
create the incentives in terms of how we reim-
burse, how we deal with getting doctors to
work together more effectively, how we’re
working on prevention and wellness so that
we’re driving down costs across the board.

Now, I appreciate the efforts that are being
made by these Senators. I look forward to dis-
cussing with them their ideas. This is going to
be a heavy lift, I think everybody understands
that, but I’m also confident that people want
to get this done this year. And under the lead-
ership of Max and Chris and all the other par-
ticipants here, I’m confident that we’re going
to get it done.

So thank you very much, everybody. And
now we’re going to get to work.

The President’s Upcoming Visit to Egypt

Q. Mr. President, how’s that Cairo speech?
The President. We’ll find out in Cairo.

[Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified
because the audio was incomplete.

Remarks on Signing the Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission Act
June 2, 2009

The President. Well, thank you all for com-
ing to the White House today as we commem-
orate the life and work of a President in the
president—in the presence of those who loved
him and knew him and respected him deeply
as both a leader and as a man.

And in particular, I want to thank our spe-
cial guest here today, Nancy Reagan, our for-

mer First Lady, who redefined that role in her
time at the White House, and who has, in the
many years since, taken on a new role as an ad-
vocate on behalf of treatments that hold the
promise of improving and saving lives. And I
should just add, she has been extraordinarily
gracious to both me and Michelle during our
transition here, and I’m thankful for that.
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There are few who are not moved by the love
that Ms. Reagan felt for her husband, and fewer
still who are not inspired by how this love led
her to take up the twin causes of stem cell re-
search and Alzheimer’s research. In saying a
long goodbye, Nancy Reagan became a voice on
behalf of millions of families experiencing the
depleting, aching reality of Alzheimer’s disease.

I’d also like to recognize the Members of
Congress who are standing alongside us, who
worked so hard to pass the Ronald Reagan Cen-
tennial Commission Act, particularly Congress-
man Elton Gallegly, the lead sponsor of this bill.
Finally, I want to thank the trustees of the Rea-
gan Foundation who are here today as well.

This legislation, approved by an overwhelm-
ing bipartisan majority in the House of Repre-
sentatives and passed unanimously in the Sen-
ate, will create a commission to honor President
Reagan on the 100th anniversary of his birth,
and I am proud to sign it into law.

President Reagan understood that while
there are often strong disagreements between
parties and political adversaries—disagree-
ments that can be a source of conflict and bit-
terness—it is important to keep in mind all that
we share. For all of the deepest of divides that
exist in America, the bonds that bring us togeth-
er are that much stronger. Now, we may see the
world differently, but we must never stop see-
ing one another as fellow Americans and as pa-
triots who want what is best for the country that
we love.

Now, this Nation was built on the basis of the
principle that we are stronger, not weaker, for
even the most vigorous debates, debates that
have energized our politics since the inventors
of America argued over our founding docu-
ments more than two centuries ago. Through
the weighing of different views, we take mea-
sure of where we stand and where we must go,
and the moment we fail to recognize the good
in those with whom we quarrel is the moment
that we’ve lost sight of who we are as a people.

President Reagan helped as much as any
President to restore a sense of optimism in our
country, a spirit that transcended politics, that

transcended even the most heated arguments of
the day. It was this optimism that allowed lead-
ers like the President and Speaker Tip O’Neill,
who held sharply different philosophies, to sit
down together at the end of difficult debates as
friends and to work with one another on com-
plex and contentious issues like Social Security.
It was this optimism that the American people
sorely needed during a difficult period, a period
of economic and global challenges that tested
us in unprecedented ways.

In these perilous times, President Reagan
had the ability to communicate directly and
movingly to the American people, to under-
stand both the hardships they felt in their lives
and the hopes that they had for their country.
That was powerful, that was important, and we
are better off for the extraordinary leadership
that he showed.

So I’m glad to have all of you here today. I’m
especially glad to have Mrs. Reagan here today
as we sign this bill. I’ll look forward to seeing
the fruits of this commission’s work, culminat-
ing in the celebration of President Reagan’s life
on the occasion of his 100th birthday.

And on that morning in America, we can be
proud to come together as one nation and one
people to honor a leader who loved this country
and wanted nothing more than to see its prom-
ise fulfilled.

So thank you all very much. God bless you.
God bless the United States of America. Ms.
Reagan, let’s go sign this bill.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The President. I’ve gotten good at this. Al-
though, I think that President Reagan’s signa-
ture was more legible than mine. [Laughter] All
right, there you go.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:51 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. H.R. 131, approved June 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–25.
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Statement on Signing the Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission Act
June 2, 2009

Today I am pleased today to sign into law,
H.R. 131, which will create a Ronald Reagan
Centennial Commission with the responsibili-
ty to plan, develop, and carry out activities to
honor Ronald Reagan on the 100th anniversa-
ry of his birth. It is fitting that the life of our
40th President be commemorated on this oc-
casion. The bill provides that the Commission
will be composed of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, four individuals whom I will appoint after
considering the recommendations of the
Board of Trustees of the Ronald Reagan
Foundation, and six members of Congress ap-
pointed by the congressional leadership. I
wholeheartedly welcome the participation of
members of Congress in the activities of the
Commission. In accord with President Rea-
gan’s Signing Statement made upon signing
similar commemorative legislation in 1983, I

understand, and my Administration has so ad-
vised the Congress, that the members of Con-
gress “will be able to participate only in cere-
monial or advisory functions of [such a] Com-
mission, and not in matters involving the ad-
ministration of the act” in light of the
separation of powers and the Appointments
and Ineligibility Clauses of the Constitution
(Public Papers of the President, Ronald Rea-
gan, Vol. II, 1983, page 1390).

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 2, 2009.

NOTE: H.R. 131, approved June 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–25.

Statement on a Meeting With House Democratic Leaders
June 2, 2009

Speaker Pelosi, Leader Hoyer, and I had a
very productive discussion this afternoon
about some of the major issues before Con-
gress. The House of Representatives has a
very busy legislative schedule ahead of them,

and I am grateful for the leadership they are
providing on our major priorities, including
health care reform, energy reform, and restor-
ing fiscal discipline.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Request
June 2, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker:

On April 30, I wrote to you to request fund-
ing for the 2009 H1N1 flu outbreak. Since this
request, we have learned much about the out-
break and the level of national response that
possibly could be necessary in the coming
months. There also remains much uncertainty
about the outbreak and its potential to return
during the upcoming flu season in the United
States.

Out of an abundance of caution, I ask the
Congress to consider an additional and contin-

gent request for $2 billion and other authori-
ties to enhance our Nation’s capability to re-
spond to the potential spread of this outbreak.
These funds should be provided with maxi-
mum flexibility to allow us to address this
emerging situation.

The proposal also includes an additional
$200 million to address the serious humanitar-
ian crisis developing in Pakistan. To date,
there are over 2.5 million displaced people in
Pakistan, many of whom have fled their homes
because of the Pakistani government’s
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counterinsurgency campaign. These funds will
provide displaced people in Pakistan with ur-
gent relief and resettlement assistance.

As the House of Representatives and Senate
move forward to conference different versions
of the FY 2009 Supplemental Appropriations
bill, I urge the Congress to act expeditiously in

considering this important request, the details
of which are set forth in the enclosed letter
from the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Letter to Senate Democratic Leaders on Health Care Reform
June 2, 2009

Dear Senator:

The meeting that we held today was very
productive and I want to commend you for your
leadership—and the hard work your Commit-
tees are doing on health care reform, one of the
most urgent and important challenges confront-
ing us as a Nation. 

In 2009, health care reform is not a luxury.
It’s a necessity we cannot defer. Soaring health
care costs make our current course unsustain-
able. It is unsustainable for our families, whose
spiraling premiums and out-of-pocket expenses
are pushing them into bankruptcy and forcing
them to go without the checkups and prescrip-
tions they need. It is unsustainable for business-
es, forcing more and more of them to choose
between keeping their doors open or covering
their workers. And the ever-increasing cost of
Medicare and Medicaid are among the main
drivers of enormous budget deficits that are
threatening our economic future. 

In short, the status quo is broken, and pour-
ing money into a broken system only perpetu-
ates its inefficiencies. Doing nothing would only
put our entire health care system at risk. With-
out meaningful reform, one fifth of our econo-
my is projected to be tied up in our health care
system in 10 years; millions more Americans are
expected to go without insurance; and outside
of what they are receiving for health care, work-
ers are projected to see their take-home pay ac-
tually fall over time. 

We simply cannot afford to postpone health
care reform any longer. This recognition has led
an unprecedented coalition to emerge on behalf
of reform—hospitals, physicians, and health in-
surers, labor and business, Democrats and Re-

publicans. These groups, adversaries in past ef-
forts, are now standing as partners on the same
side of this debate. 

At this historic juncture, we share the goal of
quality, affordable health care for all Ameri-
cans. But I want to stress that reform cannot
mean focusing on expanded coverage alone. In-
deed, without a serious, sustained effort to re-
duce the growth rate of health care costs, af-
fordable health care coverage will remain out of
reach. So we must attack the root causes of the
inflation in health care. That means promoting
the best practices, not simply the most expen-
sive. We should ask why places like the Mayo
Clinic in Minnesota, the Cleveland Clinic in
Ohio, and other institutions can offer the high-
est quality care at costs well below the national
norm. We need to learn from their successes
and replicate those best practices across our
country. That’s how we can achieve reform that
preserves and strengthens what’s best about our
health care system, while fixing what is broken. 

The plans you are discussing embody my
core belief that Americans should have better
choices for health insurance, building on the
principle that if they like the coverage they have
now, they can keep it, while seeing their costs
lowered as our reforms take hold. But for those
who don’t have such options, I agree that we
should create a health insurance exchange—a
market where Americans can one-stop shop for
a health care plan, compare benefits and prices,
and choose the plan that’s best for them, in the
same way that Members of Congress and their
families can. None of these plans should deny
coverage on the basis of a preexisting condition,
and all of these plans should include an afford-
able basic benefit package that includes
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prevention, and protection against catastroph-
ic costs. I strongly believe that Americans
should have the choice of a public health in-
surance option operating alongside private
plans. This will give them a better range of
choices, make the health care market more
competitive, and keep insurance companies
honest. 

I understand the Committees are moving
towards a principle of shared responsibili-
ty—making every American responsible for
having health insurance coverage, and asking
that employers share in the cost. I share the
goal of ending lapses and gaps in coverage that
make us less healthy and drive up everyone’s
costs, and I am open to your ideas on shared
responsibility. But I believe if we are going to
make people responsible for owning health in-
surance, we must make health care affordable.
If we do end up with a system where people
are responsible for their own insurance, we
need to provide a hardship waiver to exempt
Americans who cannot afford it. In addition,
while I believe that employers have a responsi-
bility to support health insurance for their em-
ployees, small businesses face a number of
special challenges in affording health benefits
and should be exempted. 

Health care reform must not add to our def-
icits over the next 10 years—it must be at least
deficit neutral and put America on a path to
reducing its deficit over time. To fulfill this
promise, I have set aside $635 billion in a
health reserve fund as a down payment on re-
form. This reserve fund includes a number of
proposals to cut spending by $309 billion over
10 years—reducing overpayments to Medicare
Advantage private insurers; strengthening
Medicare and Medicaid payment accuracy by
cutting waste, fraud and abuse; improving care
for Medicare patients after hospitalizations;
and encouraging physicians to form “account-
able care organizations” to improve the quality
of care for Medicare patients. The reserve
fund also includes a proposal to limit the tax
rate at which high-income taxpayers can take
itemized deductions to 28 percent, which, to-
gether with other steps to close loopholes,
would raise $326 billion over 10 years. 

I am committed to working with the Con-
gress to fully offset the cost of health care re-
form by reducing Medicare and Medicaid
spending by another $200 to $300 billion over
the next 10 years, and by enacting appropriate
proposals to generate additional revenues.
These savings will come not only by adopting
new technologies and addressing the vastly
different costs of care, but from going after the
key drivers of skyrocketing health care costs,
including unmanaged chronic diseases, dupli-
cated tests, and unnecessary hospital readmis-
sions. 

To identify and achieve additional savings, I
am also open to your ideas about giving special
consideration to the recommendations of the
Medicare Payment Advisory Commission
(MedPAC), a commission created by a Repub-
lican Congress. Under this approach, Med-
PAC’s recommendations on cost reductions
would be adopted unless opposed by a joint
resolution of the Congress. This is similar to a
process that has been used effectively by a
commission charged with closing military bas-
es, and could be a valuable tool to help achieve
health care reform in a fiscally responsible
way. 

These are some of the issues I look forward
to discussing with you in greater detail in the
weeks and months ahead. But this year, we
must do more than discuss. We must act. The
American people and America’s future de-
mand it. 

I know that you have reached out to Repub-
lican colleagues, as I have, and that you have
worked hard to reach a bipartisan consensus
about many of these issues. I remain hopeful
that many Republicans will join us in enacting
this historic legislation that will lower health
care costs for families, businesses, and govern-
ments, and improve the lives of millions of
Americans. So I appreciate your efforts, and
look forward to working with you so that the
Congress can complete health care reform by
October.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Sens. Ed-
ward M. Kennedy and Max S. Baucus. This let-
ter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-

retary on June 3. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this letter.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With King Abdallah bin Abd al-
Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
June 3, 2009

The President’s Visit to Saudi Arabia

Q. Mr. President, what’s your message, sir,
here?

President Obama. This is my first visit to Sau-
di Arabia, but I’ve had several conversations
with His Majesty, and I’ve been struck by his
wisdom and his graciousness. Obviously, the
United States and Saudi Arabia have a long his-
tory of friendship; we have a strategic relation-
ship. And as I take this trip, and we’ll be visiting
Cairo tomorrow, I thought it was very impor-
tant to come to the place where Islam began
and to seek His Majesty’s counsel and to discuss
with him many of the issues that we confront
here in the Middle East.

So I just want to again thank him for his ex-
traordinary generosity and hospitality. And I’m
confident that working together the United

States and Saudi Arabia can make progress on a
whole host of issues and mutual interests.

King Abdallah. I thank you, Mr. President,
for the kind words and the kind sentiments ex-
pressed within them. I am not surprised, given
the historic and strategic ties between our two
countries, I believe, that go back to the time of
the meeting between the late Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and the late King Abdul Aziz.

I also want to express my best wishes to the
friendly American people who are represented
by a distinguished man who deserves to be in
this position.

President Obama. Shukran.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:22 p.m. at the
King’s Royal Farm. King Abdallah spoke in Ara-
bic, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. Audio was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Arms Control and Nuclear Nonproliferation
June 3, 2009

I welcome Senator McCain’s important
statement on President Reagan’s legacy and the
need to move toward a world free of nuclear
weapons. In my speech in Prague, I outlined
my agenda for keeping the American people
safe from the dangers posed by nuclear weap-
ons, and I am grateful to John McCain for his
leadership on these critical issues. I have out-

lined an ambitious strategy for promoting arms
control and preventing nuclear terrorism and
proliferation, which is already bearing fruit. I
look forward to working with Senator McCain
and the entire Congress to ensure that we ac-
complish these goals together for the American
people and the security of the entire planet.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt in Cairo, Egypt
June 4, 2009

President Mubarak. I’d like to welcome Pres-
ident Obama to Egypt. This is his first—our

first meeting together. We discussed so many
issues: the Middle East issues, interests in the
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region. We also discussed all problems here in
the region, the situation and everything relat-
ed to Iran and to the region.

I repeat welcoming Mr. Obama. We dis-
cussed everything candidly and frankly, with-
out any reservation, but there are other meet-
ings that will take place later, either in the
United States of America or anywhere else.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Well, I just want to thank

President Mubarak as well as the people of
Egypt for their wonderful hospitality. I’m very
much looking forward to speaking at the uni-
versity this afternoon. I wanted to first sit
down with President Mubarak, who, obvious-
ly, has decades of experience on a whole range
of issues.

As the President has indicated, we dis-
cussed the situation with Israel and the Pales-
tinians. We discussed how we can move for-

ward in a constructive way that brings about
peace and prosperity for all people in the re-
gion. And I emphasized to him that America is
committed to working in partnership with the
countries in the region so that all people can
meet their aspirations.

And I’m very much looking forward in the
months and years to come to continuing to
consult with the President. And I’ve communi-
cated to him, and I want to communicate to
the Egyptian people, our greetings from
America.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:29 a.m. in
Quba Palace. President Mubarak spoke in Ar-
abic, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Cairo
June 4, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. Good
afternoon. I am honored to be in the timeless
city of Cairo and to be hosted by two remark-
able institutions. For over a thousand years,
Al-Azhar has stood as a beacon of Islamic
learning, and for over a century, Cairo Univer-
sity has been a source of Egypt’s advancement.
And together, you represent the harmony be-
tween tradition and progress. I’m grateful for
your hospitality and the hospitality of the peo-
ple of Egypt. And I’m also proud to carry with
me the good will of the American people and a
greeting of peace from Muslim communities
in my country: As-salaamu alaykum.

We meet at a time of great tension between
the United States and Muslims around the
world, tension rooted in historical forces that
go beyond any current policy debate. The rela-
tionship between Islam and the West includes
centuries of coexistence and cooperation, but
also conflict and religious wars. More recently,
tension has been fed by colonialism that de-
nied rights and opportunities to many Muslims
and a cold war in which Muslim-majority
countries were too often treated as proxies
without regard to their own aspirations. More-

over, the sweeping change brought by moder-
nity and globalization led many Muslims to
view the West as hostile to the traditions of Is-
lam.

Violent extremists have exploited these ten-
sions in a small, but potent minority of Mus-
lims. The attacks of September 11, 2001, and
the continued efforts of these extremists to en-
gage in violence against civilians has led some
in my country to view Islam as inevitably hos-
tile not only to America and Western coun-
tries, but also to human rights. All this has
bred more fear and more mistrust.

So long as our relationship is defined by our
differences, we will empower those who sow
hatred rather than peace, those who promote
conflict rather than the cooperation that can
help all of our people achieve justice and pros-
perity. And this cycle of suspicion and discord
must end.

I’ve come here to Cairo to seek a new
beginning between the United States and
Muslims around the world, one based on
mutual interest and mutual respect and one
based upon the truth that America and Islam
are not exclusive and need not be in
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competition. Instead, they overlap and share
common principles, principles of justice and
progress, tolerance and the dignity of all human
beings.

I do so recognizing that change cannot hap-
pen overnight. I know there’s been a lot of pub-
licity about this speech, but no single speech
can eradicate years of mistrust. Nor can I an-
swer in the time that I have this afternoon all
the complex questions that brought us to this
point. But I am convinced that in order to move
forward, we must say openly to each other the
things we hold in our hearts and that too often
are said only behind closed doors. There must
be a sustained effort to listen to each other, to
learn from each other, to respect one another,
and to seek common ground. As the Holy Ko-
ran tells us: “Be conscious of God and speak al-
ways the truth.” That is what I will try to do to-
day, to speak the truth as best I can, humbled
by the task before us and firm in my belief that
the interests we share as human beings are far
more powerful than the forces that drive us
apart.

Now part of this conviction is rooted in my
own experience. I’m a Christian, but my father
came from a Kenyan family that includes gener-
ations of Muslims. As a boy, I spent several
years in Indonesia and heard the call of the
azaan at the break of dawn and at the fall of
dusk. As a young man, I worked in Chicago
communities where many found dignity and
peace in their Muslim faith. As a student of his-
tory, I also know civilization’s debt to Islam.

It was Islam, at places like Al-Azhar, that car-
ried the light of learning through so many cen-
turies, paving the way for Europe’s renaissance
and enlightenment. It was innovation in Muslim
communities that developed the order of alge-
bra, our magnetic compass and tools of naviga-
tion, our mastery of pens and printing, our un-
derstanding of how disease spreads and how it
can be healed. Islamic culture has given us ma-
jestic arches and soaring spires, timeless poetry
and cherished music, elegant calligraphy and
places of peaceful contemplation. And through-
out history, Islam has demonstrated through
words and deeds the possibilities of religious
tolerance and racial equality.

I also know that Islam has always been a part
of America’s story. The first nation to recognize
my country was Morocco. In signing the Treaty
of Tripoli in 1796, our second President, John
Adams, wrote: “The United States has in itself
no character of enmity against the laws, reli-
gion, or tranquillity of Muslims.” And since our
founding, American Muslims have enriched the
United States. They have fought in our wars;
they have served in our government; they have
stood for civil rights; they have started business-
es; they have taught at our universities; they’ve
excelled in our sports arenas; they’ve won No-
bel Prizes, built our tallest building, and lit the
Olympic Torch. And when the first Muslim
American was recently elected to Congress, he
took the oath to defend our Constitution using
the same Holy Koran that one of our Founding
Fathers, Thomas Jefferson, kept in his personal
library.

So I have known Islam on three continents
before coming to the region where it was first
revealed. That experience guides my conviction
that partnership between America and Islam
must be based on what Islam is, not what it
isn’t. And I consider it part of my responsibility
as President of the United States to fight against
negative stereotypes of Islam wherever they ap-
pear.

But that same principle must apply to Mus-
lim perceptions of America. Just as Muslims do
not fit a crude stereotype, America is not the
crude stereotype of a self-interested empire.
The United States has been one of the greatest
sources of progress that the world has ever
known. We were born out of revolution against
an empire. We were founded upon the ideal
that all are created equal, and we have shed
blood and struggled for centuries to give mean-
ing to those words, within our borders and
around the world. We are shaped by every cul-
ture, drawn from every end of the Earth, and
dedicated to a simple concept: E pluribus un-
um—“Out of many, one.”

Now, much has been made of the fact that an
African American with the name Barack Husse-
in Obama could be elected President. But my
personal story is not so unique. The dream of
opportunity for all people has not come true for
everyone in America, but its promise exists for
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all who come to our shores, and that includes
nearly 7 million American Muslims in our
country today, who, by the way, enjoy incomes
and educational levels that are higher than the
American average.

Moreover, freedom in America is indivisible
from the freedom to practice one’s religion.
That is why there is a mosque in every State in
our Union and over 1,200 mosques within our
borders. That’s why the United States Govern-
ment has gone to court to protect the right of
women and girls to wear the hijab and to pun-
ish those who would deny it.

So let there be no doubt, Islam is a part of
America. And I believe that America holds
within her the truth that regardless of race, re-
ligion, or station in life, all of us share common
aspirations to live in peace and security, to get
an education and to work with dignity, to love
our families, our communities, and our God.
These things we share. This is the hope of all
humanity.

Of course, recognizing our common hu-
manity is only the beginning of our task.
Words alone cannot meet the needs of our
people. These needs will be met only if we act
boldly in the years ahead and if we understand
that the challenges we face are shared and our
failure to meet them will hurt us all. For we
have learned from recent experience that
when a financial system weakens in one coun-
try, prosperity is hurt everywhere. When a
new flu infects one human being, all are at
risk. When one nation pursues a nuclear weap-
on, the risk of nuclear attack rises for all na-
tions. When violent extremists operate in one
stretch of mountains, people are endangered
across an ocean. When innocents in Bosnia
and Darfur are slaughtered, that is a stain on
our collective conscience. That is what it
means to share this world in the 21st century.
That is the responsibility we have to one an-
other as human beings.

And this is a difficult responsibility to em-
brace, for human history has often been a re-
cord of nations and tribes and, yes, religions
subjugating one another in pursuit of their
own interests. Yet in this new age, such atti-
tudes are self-defeating. Given our interde-
pendence, any world order that elevates one

nation or group of people over another will in-
evitably fail. So whatever we think of the past,
we must not be prisoners to it. Our problems
must be dealt with through partnership; our
progress must be shared.

Now, that does not mean we should ignore
sources of tension. Indeed, it suggests the op-
posite. We must face these tensions squarely.
And so in that spirit, let me speak as clearly
and as plainly as I can about some specific is-
sues that I believe we must finally confront to-
gether.

The first issue that we have to confront is vi-
olent extremism in all of its forms. In Ankara, I
made clear that America is not, and never will
be, at war with Islam. We will, however, re-
lentlessly confront violent extremists who pose
a grave threat to our security, because we re-
ject the same thing that people of all faiths re-
ject: the killing of innocent men, women, and
children. And it is my first duty as President to
protect the American people.

The situation in Afghanistan demonstrates
America’s goals and our need to work togeth-
er. Over 7 years ago, the United States pur-
sued Al Qaida and the Taliban with broad in-
ternational support. We did not go by choice;
we went because of necessity. I’m aware that
there’s still some who would question or even
justify the events of 9/11. But let us be clear:
Al Qaida killed nearly 3,000 people on that
day. The victims were innocent men, women,
and children from America and many other
nations who had done nothing to harm any-
body. And yet, Al Qaida chose to ruthlessly
murder these people, claimed credit for the
attack, and even now states their determina-
tion to kill on a massive scale. They have affili-
ates in many countries and are trying to ex-
pand their reach. These are not opinions to be
debated; these are facts to be dealt with.

Make no mistake, we do not want to keep
our troops in Afghanistan. We see no—we
seek no military bases there. It is agonizing for
America to lose our young men and women. It
is costly and politically difficult to continue
this conflict. We would gladly bring every
single one of our troops home, if we could be
confident that there were not violent
extremists in Afghanistan and now Pakistan
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determined to kill as many Americans as they
possibly can. But that is not yet the case.

And that’s why we’re partnering with a coali-
tion of 46 countries. And despite the costs in-
volved, America’s commitment will not weaken.
Indeed, none of us should tolerate these ex-
tremists. They have killed in many countries.
They have killed people of different faiths, but
more than any other, they have killed Muslims.
Their actions are irreconcilable with the rights
of human beings, the progress of nations, and
with Islam. The Holy Koran teaches that “who-
ever kills an innocent” is as—“it is as if he has
killed all mankind.” And the Holy Koran also
says, “whoever saves a person, it is as if he has
saved all mankind.” The enduring faith of over a
billion people is so much bigger than the nar-
row hatred of a few. Islam is not part of the
problem in combating violent extremism, it is
an important part of promoting peace.

Now, we also know that military power alone
is not going to solve the problems in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. That’s why we plan to invest
$1.5 billion each year over the next 5 years to
partner with Pakistanis to build schools and
hospitals, roads and businesses, and hundreds
of millions to help those who’ve been displaced.
That’s why we are providing more than $2.8 bil-
lion to help Afghans develop their economy and
deliver services that people depend on.

Let me also address the issue of Iraq. Unlike
Afghanistan, Iraq was a war of choice that pro-
voked strong differences in my country and
around the world. Although I believe that the
Iraqi people are ultimately better off without
the tyranny of Saddam Hussein, I also believe
that events in Iraq have reminded America of
the need to use diplomacy and build interna-
tional consensus to resolve our problems when-
ever possible. Indeed, we can recall the words
of Thomas Jefferson, who said: “I hope that our
wisdom will grow with our power and teach us
that the less we use our power, the greater it
will be.”

Today, America has a dual responsibility to
help Iraq forge a better future and to leave Iraq
to Iraqis. And I have made it clear to the Iraqi
people that we pursue no bases and no claim on
their territory or resources. Iraq’s sovereignty is
its own. And that’s why I ordered the removal of

our combat brigades by next August. That is
why we will honor our agreement with Iraq’s
democratically elected Government to remove
combat troops from Iraqi cities by July and to
remove all of our troops from Iraq by 2012. We
will help Iraq train its security forces and devel-
op its economy, but we will support a secure
and united Iraq as a partner, and never as a pa-
tron.

And finally, just as America can never toler-
ate violence by extremists, we must never alter
or forget our principles. Nine-eleven was an
enormous trauma to our country. The fear and
anger that it provoked was understandable, but
in some cases, it led us to act contrary to our
traditions and our ideals. We are taking con-
crete actions to change course. I have unequiv-
ocally prohibited the use of torture by the Unit-
ed States, and I have ordered the prison at
Guantanamo Bay closed by early next year.

So America will defend itself, respectful of
the sovereignty of nations and the rule of law,
and we will do so in partnership with Muslim
communities, which are also threatened. The
sooner the extremists are isolated and unwel-
come in Muslim communities, the sooner we
will all be safer.

The second major source of tension that we
need to discuss is the situation between Israelis,
Palestinians, and the Arab world. America’s
strong bonds with Israel are well known. This
bond is unbreakable. It is based upon cultural
and historical ties and the recognition that the
aspiration for a Jewish homeland is rooted in a
tragic history that cannot be denied.

Around the world, the Jewish people were
persecuted for centuries, and anti-Semitism in
Europe culminated in an unprecedented Holo-
caust. Tomorrow I will visit Buchenwald, which
was part of a network of camps where Jews
were enslaved, tortured, shot, and gassed to
death by the Third Reich. Six million Jews were
killed, more than the entire Jewish population
of Israel today. Denying that fact is baseless, it
is ignorant, and it is hateful. Threatening Israel
with destruction or repeating vile stereotypes
about Jews is deeply wrong and only serves to
evoke in the minds of Israelis this most painful
of memories while preventing the peace that
the people of this region deserve.
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On the other hand, it is also undeniable that
the Palestinian people, Muslims and Chris-
tians, have suffered in pursuit of a homeland.
For more than 60 years, they’ve endured the
pain of dislocation. Many wait in refugee
camps in the West Bank, Gaza, and neighbor-
ing lands for a life of peace and security that
they have never been able to lead. They en-
dure the daily humiliations, large and small,
that come with occupation. So let there be no
doubt, the situation for the Palestinian people
is intolerable, and America will not turn our
backs on the legitimate Palestinian aspiration
for dignity, opportunity, and a state of their
own.

For decades then, there has been a stale-
mate: two peoples with legitimate aspirations,
each with a painful history that makes compro-
mise elusive. It’s easy to point fingers, for Pal-
estinians to point to the displacement brought
about by Israel’s founding and for Israelis to
point to the constant hostility and attacks
throughout its history from within its borders,
as well as beyond. But if we see this conflict
only from one side or the other, then we will
be blind to the truth. The only resolution is for
the aspirations of both sides to be met through
two states, where Israelis and Palestinians
each live in peace and security.

That is in Israel’s interest, Palestine’s inter-
est, America’s interest, and the world’s inter-
est. And that is why I intend to personally pur-
sue this outcome with all the patience and
dedication that the task requires. The obliga-
tions that the parties have agreed to under the
road map are clear. For peace to come, it is
time for them, and all of us, to live up to our
responsibilities.

Palestinians must abandon violence. Resis-
tance through violence and killing is wrong,
and it does not succeed. For centuries, black
people in America suffered the lash of the
whip as slaves and the humiliation of segrega-
tion. But it was not violence that won full and
equal rights. It was a peaceful and determined
insistence upon the ideals at the center of
America’s founding. This same story can be
told by people from South Africa to South
Asia, from Eastern Europe to Indonesia. It’s a
story with a simple truth: Violence is a dead

end. It is a sign neither of courage nor power
to shoot rockets at sleeping children or to blow
up old women on a bus. That’s not how moral
authority is claimed; that’s how it is surren-
dered.

Now is the time for Palestinians to focus on
what they can build. The Palestinian Authority
must develop its capacity to govern with insti-
tutions that serve the needs of its people.
Hamas does have support among some Pales-
tinians, but they also have to recognize they
have responsibilities. To play a role in fulfilling
Palestinian aspirations, to unify the Palestinian
people, Hamas must put an end to violence,
recognize past agreements, recognize Israel’s
right to exist.

At the same time, Israelis must acknowl-
edge that just as Israel’s right to exist cannot
be denied, neither can Palestine’s. The United
States does not accept the legitimacy of con-
tinued Israeli settlements. This construction
violates previous agreements and undermines
efforts to achieve peace. It is time for these
settlements to stop.

And Israel must also live up to its obligation
to ensure that Palestinians can live and work
and develop their society. Just as it devastates
Palestinian families, the continuing humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza does not serve Israel’s se-
curity, neither does the continuing lack of op-
portunity in the West Bank. Progress in the
daily lives of the Palestinian people must be a
critical part of a road to peace, and Israel must
take concrete steps to enable such progress.

And finally, the Arab States must recognize
that the Arab Peace Initiative was an impor-
tant beginning, but not the end of their re-
sponsibilities. The Arab-Israeli conflict should
no longer be used to distract the people of Ar-
ab nations from other problems. Instead, it
must be a cause for action to help the Palestin-
ian people develop the institutions that will
sustain their state, to recognize Israel’s legiti-
macy, and to choose progress over a self-de-
feating focus on the past.

America will align our policies with those
who pursue peace, and we will say in public
what we say in private to Israelis and Palestin-
ians and Arabs. We cannot impose peace. But
privately, many Muslims recognize that Israel
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will not go away. Likewise, many Israelis recog-
nize the need for a Palestinian state. It is time
for us to act on what everyone knows to be true.

Too many tears have been shed. Too much
blood has been shed. All of us have a responsi-
bility to work for the day when the mothers of
Israelis and Palestinians can see their children
grow up without fear, when the Holy Land of
the three great faiths is the place of peace that
God intended it to be, when Jerusalem is a se-
cure and lasting home for Jews and Christians
and Muslims and a place for all of the children
of Abraham to mingle peacefully together as in
the story of Isra, when Moses, Jesus, and Mu-
hammed, peace be upon them, joined in prayer.

The third source of tension is our shared in-
terest in the rights and responsibilities of na-
tions on nuclear weapons. This issue has been a
source of tension between the United States
and the Islamic Republic of Iran. For many
years, Iran has defined itself in part by its oppo-
sition to my country, and there is in fact a tu-
multuous history between us. In the middle of
the cold war, the United States played a role in
the overthrow of a democratically elected Irani-
an Government. Since the Islamic Revolution,
Iran has played a role in acts of hostage-taking
and violence against U.S. troops and civilians.
This history is well known. Rather than remain
trapped in the past, I’ve made it clear to Iran’s
leaders and people that my country is prepared
to move forward. The question now is not what
Iran is against, but rather what future it wants
to build.

I recognize it will be hard to overcome de-
cades of mistrust, but we will proceed with
courage, rectitude, and resolve. There will be
many issues to discuss between our two coun-
tries, and we are willing to move forward with-
out preconditions on the basis of mutual re-
spect. But it is clear to all concerned that when
it comes to nuclear weapons, we have reached a
decisive point. This is not simply about Ameri-
ca’s interests. It’s about preventing a nuclear
arms race in the Middle East that could lead
this region and the world down a hugely dan-
gerous path.

I understand those who protest that some
countries have weapons that others do not. No
single nation should pick and choose which na-

tion holds nuclear weapons. And that’s why I
strongly reaffirmed America’s commitment to
seek a world in which no nations hold nuclear
weapons. And any nation, including Iran,
should have the right to access peaceful nuclear
power, if it complies with its responsibilities un-
der the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. That
commitment is at the core of the treaty, and it
must be kept for all who fully abide by it. And
I’m hopeful that all countries in the region can
share in this goal.

The fourth issue that I will address is democ-
racy. I know there has been controversy about
the promotion of democracy in recent years,
and much of this controversy is connected to
the war in Iraq. So let me be clear: No system of
government can or should be imposed by one
nation by any other.

That does not lessen my commitment, how-
ever, to governments that reflect the will of the
people. Each nation gives life to this principle
in its own way, grounded in the traditions of its
own people. America does not presume to know
what is best for everyone, just as we would not
presume to pick the outcome of a peaceful elec-
tion. But I do have an unyielding belief that all
people yearn for certain things: the ability to
speak your mind and have a say in how you are
governed, confidence in the rule of law and the
equal administration of justice, government that
is transparent and doesn’t steal from the people,
the freedom to live as you choose. These are not
just American ideas, they are human rights. And
that is why we will support them everywhere.

Now, there is no straight line to realize this
promise, but this much is clear: Governments
that protect these rights are ultimately more
stable, successful, and secure. Suppressing
ideas never succeeds in making them go away.
America respects the right of all peaceful and
law-abiding voices to be heard around the
world, even if we disagree with them. And we
will welcome all elected, peaceful governments,
provided they govern with respect for all their
people.

This last point is important, because there
are some who advocate for democracy only
when they’re out of power. Once in power, they
are ruthless in suppressing the rights of others.
So no matter where it takes hold, government
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of the people and by the people sets a single
standard for all who would hold power. You
must maintain your power through consent,
not coercion; you must respect the rights of
minorities and participate with a spirit of toler-
ance and compromise; you must place the in-
terests of your people and the legitimate work-
ings of the political process above your party.
Without these ingredients, elections alone do
not make true democracy.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. Thank you.
The fifth issue that we must address togeth-

er is religious freedom. Islam has a proud tra-
dition of tolerance. We see it in the history of
Andalusia and Cordoba during the Inquisition.
I saw it firsthand as a child in Indonesia, where
devout Christians worshiped freely in an over-
whelmingly Muslim country. That is the spirit
we need today. People in every country should
be free to choose and live their faith based up-
on the persuasion of the mind and the heart
and the soul. This tolerance is essential for re-
ligion to thrive, but it’s being challenged in
many different ways.

Among some Muslims, there’s a disturbing
tendency to measure one’s own faith by the re-
jection of somebody else’s faith. The richness
of religious diversity must be upheld, whether
it is for Maronites in Lebanon or the Copts in
Egypt. And if we are being honest, fault lines
must be closed among Muslims as well, as the
divisions between Sunni and Shi’a have led to
tragic violence, particularly in Iraq.

Freedom of religion is central to the ability
of peoples to live together. We must always ex-
amine the ways in which we protect it. For in-
stance, in the United States, rules on charita-
ble giving have made it harder for Muslims to
fulfill their religious obligation. That’s why I’m
committed to working with American Muslims
to ensure that they can fulfill zakat.

Likewise, it is important for Western coun-
tries to avoid impeding Muslim citizens from
practicing religion as they see fit, for instance,
by dictating what clothes a Muslim woman
should wear. We can’t disguise hostility to-
wards any religion behind the pretence of lib-
eralism.

In fact, faith should bring us together. And
that’s why we’re forging service projects in
America to bring together Christians, Mus-
lims, and Jews. That’s why we welcome efforts
like Saudi Arabian King Abdallah’s interfaith
dialog and Turkey’s leadership in the Alliance
of Civilizations. Around the world, we can turn
dialog into interfaith service, so bridges be-
tween peoples lead to action, whether it is
combating malaria in Africa or providing relief
after a natural disaster.

The sixth issue that I want to address is
women’s rights. I know—[applause]—I know,
and you can tell from this audience, that there
is a healthy debate about this issue. I reject the
view of some in the West that a woman who
chooses to cover her hair is somehow less
equal, but I do believe that a woman who is
denied an education is denied equality. And it
is no coincidence that countries where women
are well educated are far more likely to be
prosperous.

Now, let me be clear: Issues of women’s
equality are by no means simply an issue for
Islam. In Turkey, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indo-
nesia, we’ve seen Muslim-majority countries
elect a woman to lead. Meanwhile, the strug-
gle for women’s equality continues in many as-
pects of American life and in countries around
the world.

I am convinced that our daughters can con-
tribute just as much to society as our sons. Our
common prosperity will be advanced by allow-
ing all humanity, men and women, to reach
their full potential. I do not believe that wom-
en must make the same choices as men in or-
der to be equal, and I respect those women
who choose to live their lives in traditional
roles. But it should be their choice. And that is
why the United States will partner with any
Muslim-majority country to support expanded
literacy for girls and to help young women
pursue employment through microfinancing
that helps people live their dreams.

Finally, I want to discuss economic develop-
ment and opportunity. I know that for many,
the face of globalization is contradictory. The
Internet and television can bring knowledge
and information, but also offensive sexuality
and mindless violence into the home. Trade
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can bring new wealth and opportunities, but al-
so huge disruptions and change in communi-
ties. In all nations, including America, this
change can bring fear. Fear that because of mo-
dernity, we lose control over our economic
choices, our politics, and, most importantly, our
identities, those things we most cherish about
our communities, our families, our traditions,
and our faith.

But I also know that human progress cannot
be denied. There need not be contradictions
between development and tradition. Countries
like Japan and South Korea grew their econo-
mies enormously while maintaining distinct cul-
tures. The same is true for the astonishing prog-
ress within Muslim-majority countries from
Kuala Lumpur to Dubai. In ancient times and
in our times, Muslim communities have been at
the forefront of innovation and education.

And this is important, because no develop-
ment strategy can be based only upon what
comes out of the ground, nor can it be sustained
while young people are out of work. Many Gulf
States have enjoyed great wealth as a conse-
quence of oil, and some are beginning to focus
it on broader development. But all of us must
recognize that education and innovation will be
the currency of the 21st century, and in too
many Muslim communities there remains un-
derinvestment in these areas. I’m emphasizing
such investment within my own country. And
while America in the past has focused on oil and
gas when it comes to this part of the world, we
now seek a broader engagement.

On education, we will expand exchange pro-
grams and increase scholarships like the one
that brought my father to America. At the same
time, we will encourage more Americans to
study in Muslim communities. And we will
match promising Muslim students with intern-
ships in America, invest in online learning for
teachers and children around the world, and
create a new online network so a young person
in Kansas can communicate instantly with a
young person in Cairo.

On economic development, we will create a
new corps of business volunteers to partner
with counterparts in Muslim-majority coun-
tries. And I will host a summit on entrepreneur-
ship this year to identify how we can deepen

ties between business leaders, foundations, and
social entrepreneurs in the United States and
Muslim communities around the world.

On science and technology, we will launch a
new fund to support technological development
in Muslim-majority countries and to help trans-
fer ideas to mark—to the marketplace so they
can create more jobs. We’ll open centers of sci-
entific excellence in Africa, the Middle East,
and Southeast Asia and appoint new science en-
voys to collaborate on programs that develop
new sources of energy, create green jobs, digi-
tize records, clean water, grow new crops. To-
day I’m announcing a new global effort with the
Organization of the Islamic Conference to erad-
icate polio. And we will also expand partner-
ships with Muslim communities to promote
child and maternal health.

All these things must be done in partnership.
Americans are ready to join with citizens and
governments, community organizations, reli-
gious leaders, and businesses in Muslim com-
munities around the world to help our people
pursue a better life.

And the issues that I have described will not
be easy to address, but we have a responsibility
to join together on behalf of the world that we
seek, a world where extremists no longer threat-
en our people and American troops have come
home, a world where Israelis and Palestinians
are each secure in a state of their own and nu-
clear energy is used for peaceful purposes, a
world where governments serve their citizens
and the rights of all God’s children are respect-
ed. Those are mutual interests. That is the
world we seek, but we can only achieve it to-
gether.

I know there are many, Muslim and non-
Muslim, who question whether we can forge
this new beginning. Some are eager to stoke the
flames of division and to stand in the way of
progress. Some suggest that it isn’t worth the ef-
fort, that we are fated to disagree and civiliza-
tions are doomed to clash. Many more are sim-
ply skeptical that real change can occur. There’s
so much fear, so much mistrust that has built up
over the years. But if we choose to be bound by
the past, we will never move forward. And I
want to particularly say this to young people of
every faith in every country: You, more than
767



June 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
anyone, have the ability to reimagine the
world, to remake this world.

All of us share this world for but a brief mo-
ment in time. The question is whether we
spend that time focused on what pushes us
apart, or whether we commit ourselves to an
effort, a sustained effort to find common
ground, to focus on the future we seek for our
children, and to respect the dignity of all hu-
man beings.

It’s easier to start wars than to end them.
It’s easier to blame others than to look inward.
It’s easier to see what is different about some-
one than to find the things we share. But we
should choose the right path, not just the easy
path. There’s one rule that lies at the heart of
every religion, that we do unto others as we
would have them do unto us. This truth tran-
scends nations and peoples, a belief that isn’t
new, that isn’t black or white or brown, that
isn’t Christian or Muslim or Jew. It’s a belief
that pulsed in the cradle of civilization and that
still beats in the hearts of billions around the
world. It’s a faith in other people, and it’s what
brought me here today. We have the power to

make the world we seek, but only if we have
the courage to make a new beginning, keeping
in mind what has been written.

The Holy Koran tells us: “O mankind! We
have created you male and a female, and we
have made you into nations and tribes so that
you may know one another.” The Talmud tells
us: “The whole of the Torah is for the purpose
of promoting peace.” The Holy Bible tells us:
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God.” The people of the
world can live together in peace. We know
that is God’s vision, now that must be our work
here on Earth.

Thank you, and may God’s peace be upon
you. Thank you very much. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at
Cairo University. In his remarks, he referred
to Rep. Keith Ellison. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released Arabic, Chinese, Dari,
French, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Malay,
Pashto, Persian, Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian,
Turkish, and Urdu language transcripts of
these remarks.

Statement on the Transition to Digital Television Programming
June 4, 2009

On June 12, 1 week from tomorrow, the Na-
tion’s full-power television stations will switch
to all-digital programming. The transition to
digital will free up airwaves for broadband and
enhanced emergency communications for our
police officers, firefighters, and other first re-
sponders.

In February, I worked with Congress to
postpone the deadline television broadcasters
had to end their analog signals, because it was
clear that millions of Americans would have
been left in the dark if the conversion had
gone on as planned. I directed key members of
my administration to reach out and help
Americans, especially those in our most vul-

nerable communities, to make the switch to
digital television.

In the months since then, we have worked
hand in hand with State and local officials,
broadcasters, and community groups to edu-
cate and assist millions of Americans with the
transition. The number of households unpre-
pared for digital television has been cut in half.
Still, some people are not ready. I want to be
clear: There will not be another delay. I urge
everyone who is not yet prepared to act today,
so you don’t lose important news and emer-
gency information on June 12. And I encour-
age all Americans who are prepared, to talk to
their friends, family, and neighbors to make
sure they get ready before it’s too late.
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Interview With Foreign Journalists in Cairo
June 4, 2009 

The President. So I know that we only have
half an hour, and I want to make sure that ev-
erybody has time for questions. So I’m not go-
ing to make an opening statement; I just made a
long one in the auditorium, and I’ll just open it
up and maybe if you want, we’ll just go around
the room. Is that okay? And we’ll start with you,
Wafa.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Well, thank you for your speech. I’m sure
that the Palestinians are overwhelmed by some
of the things that you have said regarding the
Palestinian issue, specifically about the settle-
ments. We have not heard a U.S. President, or
any U.S. official before, saying the United
States does not recognize the legitimacy of set-
tlements.

However, the Palestinians want to see—want
you to show them how different you are from
other Presidents. Are there measures that the
United States will take in order to ensure that
settlement expansion is——

[At this point, there was a brief interruption to
the interview.]

The President. I think you pressed play in-
stead of record; you’re getting somebody’s in-
terview on that.

Q. I’m so sorry.
The President. No, no, no. Go ahead.
Q. Anyway, so if the Israelis do not stop the

settlements as specified in phase one of the
roadmap, are there measures that you plan to
take in order to enforce that?

The President. Well, I think it’s premature
for me to go beyond the principles that I’ve laid
out in the speech, and let me explain why.
Prime Minister Netanyahu has only been in of-
fice now for a month, month and a half. Presi-
dent Abbas I just met with 2 weeks ago. I’m still
in the process of consulting with Arab States
throughout the region.

And so I think it’s very important for all the
parties to listen, to take measure of what they
can do, how far they’re willing to go, before I

make any reactions or prejudge what direction
the negotiations should go in.

The one thing I know is this: This is a diffi-
cult issue across the board. I don’t think we
should underestimate the difficulties; passions
are very high on both sides; the politics are very
difficult on both sides. But one of the things
that I committed to during my campaign was
that I would not wait until my sixth or seventh
or eighth year in office, or if I only get 4, my
third or fourth year in office, but that I was go-
ing to start right away. And I think that’s what’s
required, is serious, long-term U.S. engage-
ment.

I’ve assigned a special envoy, George Mitch-
ell, who is traveling back and forth between all
the various interested parties. And we’ve set out
some clear parameters in terms of how we are
going to approach the problem. And my hope
and expectation is that there is going to be some
difficulties, but ultimately, both the Israelis and
Palestinians are going to recognize this is in
their interests.

That’s the main thing that I wanted to em-
phasize in the speech: The United States cannot
impose a solution, but perhaps because we’re
not immediately in the heat of the passions in-
volved, perhaps we can see why it’s so impor-
tant for both Israelis and Palestinians to resolve
this and resolve this soon and not continue to
let it fester. And that’s what I’m committed to.

Q. Is there a timeline or timeframe for
U.S.——

The President. I don’t want to impose an arti-
ficial timeline, but I think that all of us probably
had a sense in our gut of, “Are things moving
forward?”, or “Have they stalled?” There’s his-
torically been a rhythm to negotiations in the
region. And when things stall, everybody knows
it. People may say a lot of words, but everybody
knows that nothing is happening. Right now
things have been stalled for quite some time.
When things are moving, people also know that.

And so what I want to—I want to have a
sense of movement and progress. And I think
that can be achieved.
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Okay. Magdi—and I’ll listen to my transla-
tion.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. I think your speech was wonderful and
more, above and beyond everybody was ex-
pecting. And you have talked about the Mid-
dle East and the future of this region. You also
spoke about the commitment of the United
States towards achieving progress towards spe-
cial issues. I also believe there are some diffi-
culties. I might want to be much more precise.

I have one question: How is your adminis-
tration going to deal with the current Israeli
Government and with Hamas as a part and
parcel of the Palestinian portfolio? And I think
so many believe that Hamas is a difficult ques-
tion that the previous administration did not
deal with. What is your vision and your view in
dealing with Hamas and dealing with the
hawks in the current Israeli Government?

The other issue is your clarity and your vi-
sion makes me want to ask you, who are your
partners in the region that you can rely on to
achieve your objectives, either on the Palestin-
ian issue or the Iraqi issue or the Afghanistan
issue? Thank you, sir.

The President. First of all, I tried to make
clear in my speech that when it comes to
Hamas, there is no doubt that Hamas has
some support among Palestinians. That was
shown in the last election; that cannot be de-
nied. What I also said is that Hamas has re-
sponsibilities to those people it represents to
have a responsible approach to actually deliv-
ering a Palestinian state.

If Hamas’s approach is based on the idea
that Israel will cease to exist, that’s an illusion.
And what that means is that they are more in-
terested in talk than in results. If they are seri-
ous about delivering a Palestinian state, then
they should renounce violence, accept the
framework provided by the previous agree-
ments, recognize Israel’s right to exist. That
still leaves enormous room for them to negoti-
ate on a whole host of issues.

But at minimum, they can’t provide the re-
sults for the people they claim to represent if

they’re not acknowledging reality. So you
know, this is really a decision for Hamas to
make.

Now, with respect to the Israeli Govern-
ment, I’ve had three meetings with Prime
Minister Netanyahu. The first two was while I
was a United States Senator, and one in the
White House just recently. In each case, I
found him to be a very intelligent, very engag-
ing person, a excellent communicator. And I
think because this is the second time that he’s
serving as Prime Minister, I think he feels a
very real historic sense about the task before
him.

Obviously, it was a very close election in Is-
rael. It took some time to put that coalition to-
gether. That means that politics are complicat-
ed. And I think that just as so many Palestin-
ians have lost confidence and faith that the
process can move forward, I think there are a
lot of Israelis who have lost confidence and
faith that they will ever be recognized by Arab
States, or that there will be security that is
meaningful, where rockets aren’t fired into Is-
rael.

And so I believe that Prime Minister Netan-
yahu will recognize the strategic need to deal
with this issue, and that in some ways, he may
have an opportunity that a Labor or more left
leader might not have. There’s the famous ex-
ample of Richard Nixon going to China. A
Democrat couldn’t have gone to China; a lib-
eral couldn’t have gone to China. But a big an-
ti-Communist like Richard Nixon could open
that door.

Now, it’s conceivable that Prime Minister
Netanyahu can play that same role. But it’s go-
ing to be difficult, and I don’t want to diminish
the difficulties for any of the parties involved
in making these decisions because, as I said,
there are a lot of passions in the people. But
part of leadership is being able to push beyond
immediate politics to get to where, ultimately,
the people need to go.

And in terms of partners more broadly, my
attitude at this point is, I want to work with ev-
erybody I can to get things done.

Nahum.
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Iran

Q. First of all, Mr. President, I want to con-
gratulate you for a great speech.

The President. Thank you.
Q. I believe that everybody in the region lis-

tened to it, including in my country.
One question, which really worries the Israe-

lis, is Iran. In your speech, you didn’t indicate
whether at certain point you—or whether—to
stop the nuclearization of Iran is an American
national goal, which has to be fulfilled.

The President. Well, keep in mind that I’ve
been very clear on this in the past, and I will
continue to be clear on the fact that an Iranian
nuclear weapon would be profoundly destabi-
lizing for the entire region. It is strongly in
America’s interest to prevent such a scenario.

But I believe it’s in the interest of everybody
in the region—indeed, I actually think it’s in
Iran’s interest—to prevent such a scenario, be-
cause it would be a very dangerous place if ev-
erybody decides that they need to have a nucle-
ar weapon in the neighborhood, particularly
given the conflicts that exist not just be-
tween—the tensions between Israel and Iran,
but there are a wide set of conflicts that would
be affected.

So my approach, as I’ve said, is to reach out
to Iran to suggest talks without preconditions,
but also to—and as I said in my speech, to have
a wide range of issues to discuss. But the issue
that is time sensitive, where we have to make
progress because we are reaching a critical
point, is on the issue of nuclear weapons. And
so one of the things that I want to do is to put
this in a broader context. I want this not just to
be an American effort, or an Israeli concern,
but I think it’s an international concern. And as
committed as I am to diplomacy, as I said in the
White House just a few weeks ago, I’m not just
going to talk just for talking sake. If I don’t see
meaningful progress in these talks, then that
will indicate to me that the Islamic Republic is
not serious.

The President’s Speech in Cairo/Middle East
Peace Process

Q. If I may——
The President. Please.

Q. Sorry. You didn’t mention the word “nor-
malization” between Israel and the Arab world
in your speech. Is it—does it indicate some-
thing? 

The President. It doesn’t indicate anything. I
think the working assumption—and that’s why I
added the issue of Arab State responsibilities,
not just Israeli and Palestinian responsibilities. I
added that paragraph because I thought it was
very important to reinforce the notion that the
region as a whole has to take responsibility for
solving this issue. And I think from Israel’s per-
spective, the importance of knowing that as a
consequence of making the necessary compro-
mises to achieve a two-state solution, they are
not only making peace and doing what is just
with respect to the Palestinians, but that they
are also securing—that they are also meeting
their own security needs, and broader threats
that might come from beyond Gaza or the West
Bank—that’s a very important element.

It also, by the way, would allow, I think, the
entire region to prosper much more effectively.
If you think about the possibilities of commerce
and trade in the Middle East, if a country like
Israel, as powerful as it is, were able to have
normalized commercial relations with Gulf
States, with a Palestinian state that is full of tal-
ent, and you suddenly have all the Palestinian
diaspora coming back and investing and busi-
nesspeople throughout the region, you could
see huge economic benefits, as well as security
benefits.

But we’re very far from that vision. So right
now I just want us to start taking that step down
the road. You know, there’s the well-known say-
ing that the hardest step on any journey is al-
ways the first one.

Yes.

Indonesia/The President’s Upcoming Visit to Asia

Q. Thank you, President Obama. Of course,
as an Indonesian, my first question would be,
when will you come to Indonesia?

The President. Oh, I need to come to Indo-
nesia soon. I expect to be traveling to Asia at
some point within the next year, and I would be
surprised if when I came to Asia I did not stop
by my old home town of Jakarta. And I’ll go visit
Menteng Dalam and have some bakso, nasi
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goreng. These are some special dishes here
that I used to eat when I was a kid.

Q. Actually, I live only 300 meters from
your old house.

The President. Is that right?
Q. Yes, Menteng Dalam.
The President. Except now it’s all paved. 
Q. Yes, it’s all paved.
The President. Yes, see, when I was there, it

was all dirt, so when the rains came it would all
be mud, and all the cars would get stuck.

Q. And your school is much better now.
The President. It’s nicer now, yes. [Laugh-

ter] Okay.
Q. That would be November, APEC may-

be?
The President. Well, I don’t want to make

any—[laughter]—firm commitments.

The President’s Speech in Cairo/Religion/Pres-
ident’s Religious Beliefs

Q. Okay. And the second is, you know, I
read your book, “The Audacity of Hope,” and I
had a very great hope that you can reach the
Muslim community, because it seemed to me
your understanding of a relationship between
faith and politics, especially in black churches,
is very much—I can imagine someone who is a
Hamas or, you know, maybe radical Islamist
would probably, if you take away the word “Is-
lam” and change it with, you know, “black
Christian,” it’s exactly the same. Do you feel
that way also?

The President. Well, you know, I think it’s
interesting. Obviously, I’m a person of faith,
and as a Christian, but also as somebody who
believes very strongly in democracy and hu-
man rights—and I’m a constitutional law pro-
fessor, so I have some very strong ideas about
how a pluralistic society lives together—these
are things that I do spend time thinking about.

What I tried to communicate in the speech
and what I believe very strongly is that in an
interdependent world like ours, where the
world has shrunk and different peoples with
different faiths and different ideas are con-
stantly having to coexist, that we have to have a
mature faith that says, “I believe with all my
heart and all my soul in what I believe, but I
respect the fact that somebody else believes

their beliefs just as strongly.” And so the only
way that we are going to live together or oper-
ate in a political system that can work for ev-
erybody is if we have certain rules about how
we relate to each other.

I can’t force my religion on you. I can’t try
to organize a majority to discriminate against
you because you’re a religious minority. I can’t
simply take what’s in my religious beliefs and
say you have to believe and abide by these
same things. Now, that doesn’t mean that I
can’t make arguments that are based on my
belief and my faith, right? If I’m a Christian, I
believe in the Ten Commandments. And it
says, “Thou shalt not kill.” If I’m a politician
and I say I’m going to pass a law against mur-
dering somebody, that’s not me practicing my
religious faith; that’s me practicing morality
that may be based in religious faith, but that’s
a universal principle, or at least one that can
translate into a principle that people of various
faiths can agree on.

I think it’s very important for Islam to wres-
tle with these issues. Now, I recognize that not
all religious beliefs are going to be exactly the
same in how they think about politics. And so
in Islam, there’s a debate about sharia and
how strict an interpretation or how moderate
an interpretation of that should be; or should
that be something that is not part of the secu-
lar law. I don’t presume to make that decision
for any country or any groups of people. But I
do think that if you start having rules that
guarantee other faiths and other groups, or in
the case of the United States people with no
faith at all, are somehow forced to abide by
somebody else’s faith, I think that is a violation
of the spirit of democracy, and I think that
over the long term, that’s going to breed con-
flict in some way. It will lead to some sort of
instability and destructiveness in that society.

But, as I said, I think this is a important de-
bate that has to take place inside Islam. I think
in the meantime—the one thing I can say for
certain is that people who justify killing other
people based on faith are misreading their sa-
cred texts. And I think they are out of align-
ment with God. Now, that’s my belief. And
that, I think, is a debate that I think is settled
for the vast majority of Muslims, but we have a
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very small minority that can be very destructive,
and that’s part of what I tried to discuss in my
speech.

The President’s Speech in Cairo/U.S. Relations
With the Muslim World

Q. Mr. President, why have you cho-
sen—why did you choose Cairo as the venue for
the speech? Because the Arab population, after
all, make up only about 20 percent of the Mus-
lim population, and Indonesia——

The President. I should have gone to Kuala
Lumpur. [Laughter]

Q. Or Indonesia, which is the biggest coun-
try. And also, I mean, the expectations on you
are really, really high doing something to heal
the rift. Do you find that a burden at all? And
what would be your yardstick of success in
mending ties in your first year—first term of of-
fice?

The President. Okay. Well, I thought it was
important to come to Cairo because I think, if
we’re honest, the greatest tension when it
comes to the relationship between the Muslim
world and the United States in recent years has
centered around the Middle East. In some
ways, going to Indonesia would almost be
cheating—[laughter]—because I would have a
home court advantage. Not only am I personally
close to the culture and have a sister who’s half
Indonesian, but I think that, frankly, the rela-
tionship between the United States and Indo-
nesia has generally been strong. It was weak-
ened for a time immediately after the Iraqi in-
vasion, but generally speaking, there have been
strong lines of communication. 

And so my tendency is to go to the source of
the problem and not try to avoid the problem.
And I think that the source of the problem in
this situation has to do with the United States
and countries in the Middle East not communi-
cating effectively.

And in terms of expectations, I tried to be
very clear that one speech alone does not solve
all these problems. What I wanted to do was
simply to start a conversation, not just between
me and the Muslim world, but within the Mus-
lim world and within America and the West
about how do we finally start being honest
about some of these problems, and that once

you diagnose a problem, it still may take a long
time to actually cure the problem, but you’re
never going to cure it unless you diagnose it.
And so what I was trying to do was at least to get
us to start thinking about what are the real
three, four, five, six things that are at the heart
of the argument, and let’s go ahead and look at
those directly and see are there ways where we
can at least agree to what the nature of the
problem is. That’s how we can begin to solve it. 

But it’s going to take a long time to solve
many of these issues, and I don’t expect that
some of these problems will ever go away com-
pletely.

Israel-U.S. Relations/Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. President, first, thank you for your ex-
cellent speech.

The President. Thank you.
Q. Second, I would like to ask you a question

about American policy. I go often to the United
States in my work, and I meet a lot of people.
And my last trip—and it was after your Inaugu-
ration, a few weeks—you met with the key
members of your party in the Congress at that
time. And we read in the papers that what you
did is you convinced them of your approach to
the peace in the Middle East. And everybody
was—then the expectation rose in the Arab
world and in the Muslim world.

When they saw Mr. Netanyahu, the Prime
Minister of Israel, refusing a two-state solution,
refusing the freeze of the settlements, and the
not talking about this issue, and then when we
saw this letter of 300 Members of the Congress,
some of the Arabs thought that maybe it was
AIPAC again, which is trying to influence the
Congress. So my question is, do you feel that, as
an administration, can you pressure Mr. Netan-
yahu, if need be, domestically, and can you—do
you think that also Mr. Netanyahu can endan-
ger the historic alliance and relation between
his country and the United States?

The President. Well, first of all, I tried to
make very clear in the speech, the bond be-
tween the United States and Israel is unbreak-
able. It transcends party; it will be there if
there’s a Democratic President or a Republican
President, if there is a Democratic Congress or
a Republican Congress. The ties are just very
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deep. They’re cultural; they’re historic; they’re
familial. I mean, I think Nahum would be the
first one to acknowledge, I don’t know what
number of American-born Jews are now Israe-
li citizens, but it’s a pretty high number.
There’s constant—I mean, there’s constant
flow back and forth. So there’s just—they’re
very close ties.

So expecting a break between the United
States and Israel is, I think, not something that
people should anticipate. 

I think that the second thing I want to em-
phasize is, it’s only been 4 months—5 months.
Netanyahu has only been in office, what is it, a
month and a half? I mean, since the Govern-
ment formed. I mean, he was elected April 1st.
So 2 months. We’ve been waiting 60 years. So
we maybe might just want to try a few more
months before everybody starts looking at
doomsday scenarios. 

This is difficult, and it’s going to take some
time. Now, it’s going to take time for Palestin-
ian leadership. We just discussed the issue of
how Palestinians unify around some core prin-
ciples that could facilitate talks from going for-
ward. That’s not an easy task. There are some
very deep-seated arguments between Hamas
and Abbas and Fatah. And I think we would
be naive to think that somehow overnight
those problems are going to be solved.

If Hamas wants to participate, it’s going to
have its own political problems internal to
Hamas, because there are some who will never
agree to recognizing Israel, in part because
they would prefer being in the role that they’re
in now, which is in opposition and obtaining fi-
nancing and support and living in Damascus
and doing what they do, to governing. And I
think that’s going to have to be tested. They’re
going to have to make some decisions. That’s
going to be difficult.

For Israel, these are also difficult decisions.
I believe that, as I said in the speech, these
settlements are an impediment to peace. But
that’s not to deny the fact that there are people
who are already living in some of these settle-
ments, that there is a momentum to some of
these settlements. Turning back those settle-
ments involves very tough choices. 

So all these things are going to take time,
but this is why I say America can’t—we cannot
do this for the parties. I mean, I do think that
sometimes there is a schizophrenic view in the
Middle East of America. On the one hand, ev-
erybody wants America to stop meddling,
“Don’t interfere; don’t be imperialist.” And
then on the other hand, “When is America go-
ing to solve the Palestinian crisis? Why haven’t
they done this? Why haven’t they created de-
mocracy and human rights in—throughout the
Muslim world?” Well, you can’t have it both
ways, right? We can’t, on the one hand, be the
respectful partner who’s listening to other
countries, and on the other hand, you expect
us to solve every problem, and nobody else
makes an effort. And part of what I’ve tried to
do today is to instead say, we will be a partner,
we will work with you, but everybody is going
to have to carry their own weight on this thing.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Are the Arabs who are now the allies of
the United States of America, are they ready
to be real partners? Because in the past, some
of them were not partners, real partners, espe-
cially——

The President. Give me an example.
Q. For example, in the time of Yasser Arafat

and the meetings between President Clinton, I
think, and Mr. Arafat and maybe Mr. Barak,
most of the Americans I met said, “Well, it was
Arafat who backed off.” Although, some peo-
ple say, “No, this is not the story,” but this is
what I heard. And when I asked some of my
friends in the States, they said, “Well, the Ar-
abs”—which means, at that time, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt, who were the allies of Yasser Arafat
and allies of the United States—“did not force
him or did not try to convince him just to ac-
cept what was the parameter of solution,”
which was at that time offered and I don’t
think described something better.

The President. Let me just say this: One of
the things I’ve learned about being President
is I always read about things that I don’t re-
member happening, even though I was in the
room, probably because they didn’t happen.
So I don’t try to guess or speculate on what
happened a decade ago with respect to why a
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peace deal was not completed. What’s more im-
portant from my perspective is, how do we now
move forward?

And I think that all the parties involved are
going to have to seize this moment. And it’s go-
ing to require some risks. And part of the reason
that I tried to emphasize this in a public speech
is, leaders have to have followers, and it’s im-
portant for the publics in Muslim communities
to be supportive of the efforts of Arab States to
solve this problem and, ultimately, help to cre-
ate a two-state solution and better or normal-
ized relations with Israel, just as it’s important
for the Israeli population to provide space for
their leadership to make difficult decisions, and
it’s important for the Palestinian people to pro-
vide an atmosphere in which the Palestinian
leadership can make difficult decisions.

You know, politicians, they lead, but ulti-
mately, they can’t be so far ahead of their peo-
ple that those bonds between the leader and the
people are ruptured. And so if we’re going to be
serious about this, then the people have to at
least try to keep pace with what I hope will be
leadership across the board.

Jamal, last question.

Saudi Arabia/Saudi Arabia-U.S. Relations

Q. All right, Mr. President. In your speech,
you made a reference to the conflicts which are
poisoning the relations between the Muslim
world and the West, and America in particular.
You just came from a partner country, a strate-
gic partner, Saudi Arabia. In your effort to re-
solve conflicts in Iraq, in Afghanistan—maybe
you have noticed that Saudi Arabia keep its dis-
tance with the previous administration from
those two countries. Did you develop any plans
with King Abdallah, who will share the same
views as you, so you would work together in
your work in Iraq and Pakistan and Afghani-
stan?

The President. Well, I certainly discussed
these issues with His Majesty. I try not to dis-
close the contents of private meetings unless
there’s been a joint decision that we will discuss
them, because I want to always have frank con-
versations with these leaders. But I can say this:
Saudi Arabia is, obviously, absolutely critical to
solving a range of problems in the Middle East.

It is an economic leader because of not only its
oil wealth but its broad-based development
strategies. It is a thought leader and a religious
leader because of Mecca and Medina.

And so if we are talking about Iraq, for exam-
ple, I think normalizing relations and exchang-
ing ambassadors between Saudi Arabia and Iraq
will be helpful to Iraq and its stabilization. With
respect to Pakistan and the situation in Afghani-
stan/Pakistan, we’re seeing a lot of displaced
people. Making sure that there are resources
that are put in place so that those displaced per-
sons don’t experience enormous suffering, but
also so that you don’t have further radicalization
of an entire population that has been uprooted
because of conflict, Saudi Arabia is going to be
critical.

So on all these issues, I think Saudi leader-
ship is something that is desirable. I also hap-
pen to have what I consider, and I hope he con-
siders as well, a very good and warm relation-
ship with His Majesty. I think he is a very wise
man, and he is a very honest man, and I have
great respect for him.

The President’s Speech in Cairo

Q. A question about the other audience who
were not here at the gathering. You spoke to a
very receptive, cheerful—they declared their
love to you also. But the radicals, whom we
need to address—Usama bin Laden is alive.
They have their influence, they have——

The President. Yes, of course, yes, absolutely.
Q. ——but they have their influence. What

are you going to do about that? And a king like
King Abdallah and others——

The President. Well, Al Qaida we will defeat
because they kill innocent people. And so I
hope I’ve made that very clear. I am a strong
believer in dialog, but I don’t think that any na-
tion should tolerate an international network
that is willing to murder men and women and
children who have done nothing. 

That can’t be the basis for justice. That can’t
be the basis for any governing ideology. I mean,
who would live like that, that I decide some-
body lives with a different religion or has a dif-
ferent skin color or looks like somebody that I
don’t like, and I’m just going to go ahead and
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target them deliberately? That philosophy is
bankrupt. And so we will go after them.

Now, that’s not easy, obviously. And part of
the reason it’s not easy is because they are ad-
ept at exploiting the very real tensions that ex-
ist that I discussed today.

So my audience is not them. I don’t expect
to change their minds, obviously. My audience
is, though, say, the 20-year-old young man in
Cairo in maybe one of the poorer sections of
Cairo or in Gaza or in Damascus or in Tripoli
who is still searching, is still looking for a way.
And my message to that young man or that
young woman would be, it is possible for you
to be true to your faith, true to your traditions,
but instead of destroying, you can build. And if
you see injustice, then the way to achieve the
changes you seek is not through violence, but
is through persuasion. And if I reach a few of
those 20-year-olds, or I reach their parents
and maybe they have a conversation and de-
bate with those young men and women, then
perhaps that can make a difference when
somebody tries to recruit that person to join an
extremist organization.

Gaza

Q. Any quick solutions to Gaza?
The President. No quick solutions to Gaza,

but by the end of this year, my country will
have invested $900 million, almost a billion
dollars, in humanitarian relief in Gaza. I think
it’s very important that we find ways to loosen
the borders so that more supplies, more medi-
cine, more infrastructure development can get
into Gaza for rebuilding. I think part of that is

the international community working to en-
sure that the smuggling of weapons that are
then fired into Israel are no longer taking
place. That’s going to be a difficult task, but it’s
one that we’re going to have to work on, be-
cause in the absence of that, we’re not going to
solve it.

Okay, everybody, I have to go see the Pyra-
mids. [Laughter]

NOTE: The interview began at 2:31 p.m. at
Cairo University. Participating in the roundta-
ble interview were freelance journalist Wafa
Amr; Magdi El-Galad, editor in chief, Al Mas-
ry Al Youm; Nahum Barnea, senior editorial-
ist, Yediot Ahronot; Bambang Haryamurti, ed-
itor in chief, TEMPO Weekly Newsmagazine
and TEMPO Daily Newspaper; Jamal
Khashoggi, editor in chief, Al-Watan; Shaha-
naaz Sher Habib, senior journalist, The Star;
freelance journalist Fahmy Huweidy; and Sar-
kis Naoum, senior editor, An-Nahar. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; President
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority;
U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace
George J. Mitchell; and King Abdallah bin
Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. Some re-
porters referred to former Prime Minister
Ehud Barak of Israel; and Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization.
One reporter spoke in Arabic, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. The tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on June 5. Audio was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany in Dresden, Germany
June 5, 2009

Chancellor Merkel. Well, good morning, la-
dies and gentlemen. We are delighted to have
the American President here this morning
with us, after having met for the last time at
the NATO summit. We will visit a little bit of
Dresden, and later on we go on to Buchen-
wald, to the foremost concentration camp. I
think that this is, indeed, a trip of a highly sym-

bolic nature. Let me just remind all of us of
the visit to Buchenwald that we will take later
in the day. It is so important that the American
President, Barack Obama, makes his first stop
here in Dresden. This is a highly symbolic city.
It is a city that was almost completely de-
stroyed during the Second World War, was
then rebuilt after German unification. It has
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again turned out to be a jewel of German cul-
ture and civilization. The people here are so
glad that you’ve come to see them because it
shows that you also pay tribute to the tremen-
dous efforts they made in those 20 years after
the fall of the wall.

We have made very good use of our time,
talking about the political agenda, pressing is-
sues. President Obama yesterday gave a very
important speech in Cairo, which I think will be
an ideal basis for a lot of action in a—of a posi-
tive nature, particularly as regards speeding up
the peace process in the Middle East. We also
talked about a possible timeframe for possible
progress to be made. I said on behalf of the
Federal Republic of Germany that we would
like to try and be helpful in this peace process
to the extent that this is possible to us. We need
a two-state solution; we need a viable Palestin-
ian state and a viable State of Israel, side by
side. And whatever we can do in order to con-
structively accompany this along the way, we
will gladly do.

The status of negotiations with Iran on the
nuclear program was also at the very top of our
agenda. Here, too, we agreed to work closely to-
gether. Germany will try its utmost with its con-
tacts, with its expert knowledge to give a posi-
tive contribution to this issue.

We also, obviously, debated the situation on
world markets. We exchanged views on the dif-
ferent stimulus programs that we pursue in our
countries. And we also talked about what we
feel is necessary in order to prepare the next G–
20 meeting, then also the upcoming G–8 meet-
ing. What is important is to implement what we
decided on in London. The European states are
now doing that; the United States are doing
that. You have a very ambitious plan that you
outlaid. So we will keep a close eye on develop-
ments. And then in the autumn, when we meet
as G–20, we will also state very clearly that
strengthening the multilateral system is also one
that we consider to be important.

This year, negotiations on climate change, on
a post-Kyoto regime are also on the agenda. We
very much welcome the very, very hard work
that the United States has done in order to see
to it that the necessary answers are found for
this phenomenon of climate change. We know

that it’s very much an uphill battle; we’re very
familiar with that from the debate that we have
here in our country. And we are keeping a close
eye on legislation that is passed. We, I think, are
at one in saying we need an ambitious program,
we want to have successful negotiations in Co-
penhagen, and we want to make the best possi-
ble use of our time leading up to this.

Once again, a very warm welcome to you, sir,
and we are so glad that you and the members of
your team are—have taken the trouble to come
here.

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much, everybody. Good morning. It is wonder-
ful to be in the beautiful city of Dresden, which,
obviously, is steeped in history and, as Chancel-
lor Merkel discussed, has overcome great trage-
dies and is now this beautiful city full of hope.
And so I’m very grateful to not only Chancellor
Merkel but to the German people for their hos-
pitality.

Germany is a close friend and a critical part-
ner to the United States, and I believe that
friendship is going to be essential not only for
our two countries but for the world if we are to
make progress on some of the critical issues that
we face, whether it’s national security issues or
economic issues or issues that affect the globe
like climate change. 

Chancellor Merkel, as she mentioned, and I
had a very productive discussion. We continue
to work closely together to confront the global
economic crisis and to restore growth and pros-
perity for our people. The downturn knows no
borders, and it will take some time and sus-
tained action by all of us to move forward.

At the G–20, we successfully laid out a—the
parameters for collective action. And we’ve
seen, I think, on both sides of the Atlantic some
progress in stabilizing the economy, but we’re
far from done in the work that’s required. I
mentioned to her that, in the United States, we
are working diligently to strengthen financial
regulations to ensure that a crisis like this
doesn’t happen again, and it’s going to be very
important to coordinate between Europe and
the United States as we move to strengthen our
financial regulatory systems. We affirmed that
we are not going to engage in protectionism.
And as all of us do what’s required to restart our
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economy, we have to make sure that we keep
our borders open and that companies can
move back and forth between the United
States and Europe in providing goods and ser-
vices to our respective countries.

I’m very pleased to see the resolution of the
Opel situation here. We are very sympathetic
towards each other, that it’s not easy to help
auto companies restructure, and it’s not always
popular, but it’s also, we are convinced, the
right thing to do. And I’m hopeful that not on-
ly are we going to see these companies stabi-
lize, but also that they’re going to emerge even
stronger and more competitive in the interna-
tional marketplace.

Chancellor Merkel and I discussed a range
of security challenges. Germany has been a
very strong NATO partner. As all of you know,
we have great challenges in Afghanistan and,
increasingly, in Pakistan, but our collective
commitment to making sure that we are not
seeing the kinds of terrorist bases that could
pose harm to all of our people, that we main-
tain that commitment.

We also discussed the issue of Iran, and not
in isolation, but in a broader context of avoid-
ing a nuclear arms race in the Middle East that
could be profoundly dangerous. And I’ve said
publicly that I’m committed to engaging in se-
rious dialog and negotiations with Iran. That
is—can’t be done in isolation, it has to be done
in conjunction with the P–5-plus-1 or the E–3-
plus-3 process, and Germany is going to be a
critical partner in that process.

Later in the summer, I will be traveling to
Russia to discuss how we can reduce U.S. nu-
clear stockpiles and Russian nuclear stock-
piles. And so, as I said, our concern is not just
Iran, but a broader effort to strengthen non-
proliferation so that the threat of nuclear
weapons is greatly reduced in our lifetime.

And as Chancellor mentioned, we discussed
my recent trip to the Middle East and the
need for all of us to redouble our efforts to
bring about two states, Israel and a Palestinian
state, that are living side by side in peace and
security. I think the moment is now for us to
act on what we all know to be the truth, which
is that each side is going to have to make some
difficult compromises; we have to reject vio-

lence. The Palestinians have to get serious
about creating the security environment that is
required for Israel to feel confident. Israelis
are going to have to take some difficult steps. I
discussed some of those in the speech.

Ultimately, the United States can’t force
peace upon the parties. But what we’ve tried
to do is to clear away some of the misunder-
standings so that we can at least begin to have
frank dialog. And we’re not going to be able to
do that by ourselves; we’re going to require
strong partners like Germany in that process.
And I know that Chancellor Merkel is very
much committed to that. 

So, again, it is a great pleasure to be here. It
is a great pleasure to be with my friend once
again, who I always seek out for intelligent
analysis and straight talk. And I’m looking for-
ward to continued partnership between our
two countries to deal with the wide range of is-
sues that we confront at this time.

So thank you very much.
Chancellor Merkel. Well, I believe you have

the possibility to ask questions. Maybe we
ought to—do we start with a German ques-
tion? Mrs. Meier, please.

The President’s Visit to Germany/Guantanamo
Bay Detainees

Q. Christiane Meier, from the First Ger-
man Television—Mr. President, did you have
the opportunity to also address the issue of
Guantanamo, and do you feel sufficiently sup-
ported by Europe and here, in particular, by
Germany, in accepting prisoners, former pris-
oners? And does this perhaps overshadow your
relationship with the Chancellor or perhaps
not? There has been certain mild, sometimes
even wild, speculation over the course that
your trip took, that you left certain venues
open until the end and that this had something
to do with your relationship with the Chancel-
lor.

And, Chancellor, did you make an offer or
were you actually able as regards Guantanamo
to give certain assurances to the President and
accommodate him?

President Obama. Well, let me first of all
say, I think your characterization of wild spec-
ulations is accurate—[laughter]—they are very
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wild and based on no facts. The truth of the
matter is, is that the relationship not only be-
tween our two countries but our two Govern-
ments is outstanding. Most of the speculation
around my schedule here in Germany doesn’t
take into the account simple logistics: traveling,
trying to get from one place to the other, com-
ing off a Middle East trip, having to go to Nor-
mandy tomorrow. There are only 24 hours in
the day. And so there’s nothing to any of that
speculation beyond us just trying to fit in what
we could do on such a short trip. That’s all that
there was. So stop it, all of you. [Laughter]
The—I know you have to find something to re-
port on, but we have more than enough prob-
lems out there without manufacturing prob-
lems.

In terms of the issue of Guantanamo, look,
this is a very difficult issue. It’s difficult in my
country; it’s difficult internationally. We have a
facility that contains some people who are very
difficult to deal with. Some of them probably
should not have been detained in those facilities
in the first place. They should have been pro-
cessed and tried and convicted. If they weren’t
convicted, then they should not have been lan-
guishing in a facility like that; that became a
symbol for many around the world of us not
sticking to our ideals and our traditions and rule
of law.

But it was done, and that’s the past. And now
we have to move forward. We have spoken to
the European Union about the possibilities of
working with us and helping us in managing the
closure of Guantanamo. Chancellor Merkel has
been very open to discussions with us. We have
not asked her for hard commitments, and she
has not given us any hard commitments beyond
having a serious discussion about are there ways
that we can solve this problem. And I don’t an-
ticipate that it’s going to be resolved anytime in
the next 2 or 3 months. I think that it’s going to
be a longer process of evaluation. 

But I’m very appreciative of the openness,
not only of Chancellor Merkel but other Euro-
pean countries to work with us, because I think
they recognize that we have a shared interest in
battling extremists and terrorists at the same
time as we have a shared interest in upholding
broader principles of international justice, and

that those things are compatible, but it’s going
to take some time.

We’ll be looking at individual cases, seeing
are there people who can safely be transferred;
if they are safely transferred, where would they
be transferred to. And this is a conversation
we’re not just having with Germany but the
broader European Union. And I very much ap-
preciate the constructive manner in which
Chancellor Merkel has approached the issue.

Chancellor Merkel. Allow me, if I may, to, as
regards that one part of the question, say that
it’s fun to work together with the American
President because very serious, very thorough,
analytical discussions very often lead us to draw
the same conclusions. And I think we proved
that in London, we proved that in—on previous
meetings. I think that’s part of our job, isn’t it,
that you exchange views, different views that
you may have also. And wherever it was neces-
sary, we have come to common solutions. So I
very much look forward to our future coopera-
tion.

On Guantanamo, Germany has always come
out in favor, in particular my Government, for
closing down this facility. This has been a long-
standing issue. We very purposefully at the time
accepted Mr. Kurnaz, who has some sort of re-
lation to Germany. And we also said that is
there—when there is a solution in the offing,
we will constructively contribute to it. Now
there are talks going on of the Minister of the
Interior with the American side, very intensive
discussions, which we wish to continue. And at
the very end, I am absolutely confident that we
will find a common solution.

I believe an American question, a question
from the American side maybe?

President Obama. [Inaudible]—or do I just
pick on somebody? Just pick on somebody
or——

Q. Mr. President——
President Obama. You know, Jennifer’s [Jen-

nifer Loven, Associated Press] got the mike.
Sorry, Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC News]. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. He handed it to me, so I’m going to keep
it.

President Obama. There you go.
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Middle East Peace Process

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You chal-
lenged—on Mideast peace, you challenged all
the parties yesterday and again here in your
opening remarks to take actions. The Israelis,
the Palestinians, the Arab States, things
they’ve been asked to do for years, actually
agreed to do, but still today remain even—per-
haps even more unwilling or unable to do
them. What are your specific next steps to try
to break this stalemate? And why do you think
your approach is realistic?

And then to Chancellor Merkel, if I could,
you talked about a timeline that the two of you
discussed on Mideast peace. Can you be more
specific about that, please?

President Obama. As I said at the outset of
my speech, yesterday was just one speech, and
it doesn’t replace all the hard work that’s going
to have to be done—that was done before the
speech and is going to have to be done in the
years to come in order to solve what has been a
60-year problem. And I’m under no illusions
that whatever statements I’ve put forward
somehow are going to supplant the need to do
that work.

I think that what is different now is, number
one, you’re seeing a U.S. administration and
American President engage this issue almost
on the day that I took office. I mean, we’ve on-
ly been in office 5 months, and yet we’ve seen
extraordinary activity already on this issue.
And that’s sent a signal to all the parties in the
Middle East that we are serious. I’ve assigned
George Mitchell, my special envoy, who has
met repeatedly with all the players in the re-
gion and who is going to be going back next
week in the wake of my appearance in Cairo to
follow up with each of the individual parties on
a whole host of negotiation points and poten-
tial confidence-building measures that can be
taken.

And I’ve already met with Prime Minister
Netanyahu. Our Governments are in close
contact and communication about how we can
move forward on some of the items that might
be inhibiting restarting talks. I’ve had Abbas in
the White House to do the same.

And so you’ve probably seen more sustained
activity on this issue in the first 5 months than
you would have seen in most previous admin-
istrations. The reason we are doing that is be-
cause not only had talks ground to a halt, but
there was a sense that all sides were getting so
dug in and so cynical that you might reach a
point where you could never get the parties
back at the table. And I think given what we’ve
done so far, we’ve at least created the space,
the atmosphere, in which talks can restart.

Now, I just have to say one more time, the
United States can’t solve this problem. The
United States can be a partner in solving the
problem, but ultimately, the parties involved
are going to have to make a decision that the
prosperity and security of their people is best
served by negotiations and compromise, and
we can’t force them to make those difficult de-
cisions. What we can do is to provide them a
framework and a forum and the support for
such an outcome to be achieved.

And I’m sure that—one of the things I very
much appreciate was Chancellor Merkel’s
willingness to put the prestige and the re-
sources of the German Government behind
that same effort. I think the entire internation-
al community is going to have a responsibility
to help these parties achieve a hard-won peace
that will ultimately be good for everybody’s se-
curity interests.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, I believe that with
the new American administration, with Presi-
dent Barack Obama, there is actually a unique
opportunity now to see to it that this peace
process, or let’s perhaps be more careful, this
negotiation process to be revived again.

Yesterday’s speech, in a way, opened up also
the door to the Arab world again. And in the
way that it was described just now, you have
sort of made steps along the way. And when
steps are made along the way then we feel as
Germans we can perhaps be helpful to accom-
pany this. For historical reasons, we have a
very close and very special relationship with
Israel. We have a very great interest in the
safety and security of Israel. And on the other
hand, we also have the very fervent wish that a
Palestinian state be built.
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This agenda needs to be worked on step by
step, but it is certainly true, the parties them-
selves have to show a readiness, a willingness to
do something for the peace and security of the
world as a whole. I see this as a core issue and
an essential and crucial issue. And this is why
we all have the wish and the willingness to bring
this matter forward. The historical opportunity,
I think, is there, even though looking at many,
many countries in the Arab world—even look-
ing at many countries in the Arab world, they
have a very great interest in progress there be-
cause for their economic development, as well,
they need peace there, they need security. And
we should have every interest in seeing this
bring about and we will give our contribution to
it. 

Herr Scharlack.

The President’s Visit to Buchenwald Concentra-
tion Camp/Climate Change

Q. Urlich Scharlack, Deutsche Presse-Agen-
tur. You will later on, Mr. President, visit the
former concentration camp, Buchenwald. Tell
me now, already, if possible, what is your per-
sonal motivation, what drives you to this? We
were told here in Germany that because you
know Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Peace Prize Win-
ner so well, because he told you about his peri-
od in the camp where he suffered great hard-
ship, that this sort of made you do it.

And another political issue, if I may, Madam
Chancellor, climate change. Germany, Europe
are putting concrete targets on the agenda, con-
crete reduction targets. Will America, in the
post-Kyoto process, be willing to commit itself
to concrete reduction targets? Or are you pur-
suing a different kind of approach, Mr. Presi-
dent, similar to you predecessor in office?

President Obama. Well, first of all, one of the
main reasons for me being in Europe this week
is to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the
landing in Normandy. And this is a moment
that, obviously, is of great importance to the
United States. So many lives were lost during
this period; it marks the beginning of the end of
World War II, and many of the veterans of
World War II are in the sunset of their years.
And so having an opportunity to acknowledge

them once again and the sacrifices they made
was very important to me.

As part of that trip, we thought it was very
important for me to visit Buchenwald. First of
all, I’ve never traveled to one of the concentra-
tion camps, but this one has a personal connec-
tion to me. It’s not only that I know Elie Wiesel
and have read about his writings, it’s also that,
and I’ve stated this before, that my grandfa-
ther’s—my grandmother’s brother was
one—was part of the units that first liberated
that camp. And I’ve talked about this before in
the United States, perhaps not in Germany, the
shock for this very young man—he couldn’t
have been more than 19 or 20, 21 at the
time—was such that he ended up, when he re-
turned, having a very difficult time readjusting
to civilian life, and it was a memory that burned
in him for quite some time.

And that, you know, was something that I
learned about as a young person, and for me
then to be able to come and reflect on this very
difficult history and to not only reflect on the
dangers of when peoples are in conflict and not
acknowledging a common humanity, but also to
celebrate how out of that tragedy you now have
a unified Europe, a Germany that is a very close
ally of Israel, and the possibilities of reconcilia-
tion and forgiveness and hope. All those things,
I think, are part of why this visit is very impor-
tant to me.

In terms of climate change, ultimately, the
world is going to need targets that it can meet.
It can’t be general, vague approaches. We’re
going to have to make some tough decisions and
take concrete actions if we are going to deal
with a potentially cataclysmic disaster. And we
are seeing progress in Congress around energy
legislation that would set up for the first time in
the United States a cap and trade system. That
process is moving forward in ways that I think if
you had asked political experts 2 or 3 months
ago would have seemed impossible. So I’m ac-
tually more optimistic than I was about America
being able to take leadership on this issue, join-
ing Europe, which over the last several years
has been ahead of us on this issue.

As I told Chancellor Merkel, unless the
United States and Europe, with our large
carbon footprints, per capita carbon footprints,
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are willing to take some decisive steps, it’s
going to be very difficult for us to persuade
countries that, on a per capita basis at least,
are still much less wealthy, like China or India,
to take the steps that they’re going to need to
take in controlling carbon emissions. So we are
very committed to working together and
hopeful that we can arrive in Copenhagen
having displayed that commitment in concrete
ways.

Chancellor Merkel. Allow me, if I may, to
say, as to a visit to Buchenwald, that this is for
me deeply moving, to see an American Presi-
dent, in this case President Barack Obama, as
a visitor in Buchenwald. And he talked about
his personal background as regards this ques-
tion.

Look at Buchenwald. Buchenwald is one
example of these horrible concentration
camps, liberated by American troops. Later on
it was turned during the Soviet period again,
and it also—in the time when Germany was
divided, it again became somewhat symbolic.
People in that part of the country were not
able to enjoy freedom and security.

Now, after the end of the cold war, we go
there after Germany has been reunited, after
Europe has been reunited, now that we also
enjoy freedom and democracy, as the United
States do. That is very moving, and it shows
you that actually history makes things possible
if a sufficient number of people believes in the
dream of freedom.

Middle East Peace Process/Darfur

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. A couple
questions, one just to follow up on Jennifer’s.
What are some of the gestures of good faith
that you’d like to see from the Israelis and Pal-
estinians?

But then regarding your visit to Buchen-
wald, since the Holocaust, a constant refrain in
the United States has been “never again,” but
U.S. President after U.S. President has sat
back and let genocides happen over and over,
whether Cambodia or Rwanda. What does
“never again” mean to you as a U.S. President,
especially given the fact that genocide is going
on right now in Darfur? There were accusa-
tions of genocide in Sri Lanka a few weeks ago.

What does it mean to you? And are you doing
everything you can to make sure “never again”
is not a hollow refrain?

And then for Chancellor Merkel, does Ger-
many not have an extra obligation to take ac-
tion to prevent genocide from happening in
other parts of the world? Thank you.

President Obama. Good. With respect to
confidence-building measures or next steps,
again, I’m going to be sending George Mitch-
ell back into the region next week. He’s going
to be meeting with all the various parties in-
volved. I think I’ve said publicly and I repeat-
ed in the speech some things that are going to
have to be done.

You know, a lot of attention has been given
to my statement that the Israelis need to stop
settlement construction, and I recognize that
it’s received a lot of attention in Israel as well.
Keep in mind that all I’ve done there is reaf-
firm commitments that the Israelis themselves
had already made in the roadmap. And I rec-
ognize the very difficult politics within Israel
of getting that done, and I’m very sympathetic
to how hard it will be.

But as Israel’s friend, the United States, I
think, has an obligation to just be honest with
that friend about how important it is to
achieve a two-state solution, for Israel’s na-
tional security interests, as well as ours, as well
as the Palestinians’. And that’s an area where
steps can be taken.

They’re not the only steps, by the way, that
Israel can take and will need to take in order to
advance movement towards peace. And I
mentioned some of the other issues that I’ve
discussed with Prime Minister Netanyahu’s of-
fice, for example, increasing freedom of move-
ment within the West Bank, dealing with the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and allowing re-
construction to proceed more aggressively.

What’s been interesting is that less attention
has been focused on the insistence on my part
that the Palestinians and the Arab States have
to take very concrete actions. When it comes
to the Palestinians, we know what they’re sup-
posed to be doing. They have to continue to
make progress on security in the West Bank.

They have to deal with incitement issues.
There is still a tendency, even within—among
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Palestinians who say they are interested in
peace with Israel, to engage in statements that
are—that incite a hatred of Israel or are not
constructive to the peace process. Now, I think,
to his credit, President Abbas has made prog-
ress on this issue, but not enough.

We still have not seen a firm commitment
from the Palestinian Authority that they can
control some of the border areas that Israel is
going to be very concerned about if there were
to be a two-state solution. There are still prob-
lems of corruption and mismanagement within
the Authority that have to be addressed.

So there are going to be a whole set of things
having to do with the Palestinians’ ability to
govern effectively and maintain security. And if
they’re not solved, Israelis are going to have
trouble moving forward.

And the Arab States, what I’d like to see is in-
dicators that they are willing, if Israel makes
tough commitments, to also make some hard
choices that will allow for an opening of com-
merce, diplomatic exchanges between Israel
and its neighbors.

Now, all these things are going to take time.
They’re not going to happen immediately. But
I’m confident that if we stick with it, having
started early, that we can make some serious
progress this year.

On the issue of genocide, I think “never
again” means that the international community
has a obligation, even when it’s inconvenient, to
act when genocide is occurring. So on the issue
of Darfur, for example, I didn’t simply mention
it in a speech yesterday before a Muslim audi-
ence, talking about genocide that’s taking place
within a majority-Muslim country, but I also
raised it in discussions with President Mubarak
of Egypt, who has strong diplomatic relations
with the country of Sudan.

And I’ve assigned one of my closest national
security advisers, General Scott Gration, as a
special envoy who has been traveling through-
out the region trying to not only solve the im-
mediate humanitarian crisis that exists—and
that was made worse when President Bashir
kicked out many of the international nongov-
ernmental organizations that had been provid-
ing humanitarian assistance. We’ve been work-
ing diligently to solve that immediate problem

and get humanitarian assistance back on the
ground. But what we’ve also been doing is to try
to reactivate the possibilities of a peaceful—a
peace settlement between Khartoum and some
of the rebels in Darfur that would allow the in-
ternally displaced people from Darfur to start
returning to their homes.

So we’ve been very active on this issue. It
may not have received the attention in the press
that some of the other issues have, but we are
spending a lot of time trying to make sure that
we make progress and that the people of Darfur
are able to return to their homes and live in
peace.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, first, experi-
ence—part and parcel of our history, of our past
experience here in Germany is obviously the
Shoah. And out of that comes an everlasting re-
sponsibility for the safety and security of the
State of Israel. If you like, this has been the rai-
son d’etre of every German Government, ever
since the Federal Republic came into being,
and it will always be that case.

As regards genocide all over the world, we
have an international responsibility that we
need to shoulder here. And here, too, we work
very closely together. We, all of us, have made
the experience, I think, along the way that this
quite often takes much longer to resolve than
one would like it to be and can be satisfied
about. 

But military intervention alone, without any
political framework that we put on these issues,
is also not always successful. We’ve had—made
that experience as well. This is why the Europe-
an Union, actually during the EU-Africa sum-
mit, established very close links with the African
Union, trying also to win over African countries
to shoulder their responsibility or helping them
shoulder their responsibility, for example, by
providing them with the necessary materiel, the
equipment, but also through political discus-
sions.

I think that due to the experience we’ve
made over the years as European Union mem-
bers that we were able after the Second World
War to live together peacefully. We have an ob-
ligation not only to create peace within Europe,
because we’ve been able to do that, but to actu-
ally share with others the knowledge how we
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managed to get that to happen. Dignity of man
is inviolable. This is what is inscribed in the
German Constitution. And this goes not only
for the Germans, not only for the Europeans,
but for every human being all over the world.
It means we can solve problems of this kind.
We as Germans, after the Second World War,
have made an experience that was certainly
not a matter of course. The Allies actually ex-
tended a helping hand to us, to our neighbor
France, the United Kingdom, but also the
United States of America. We need to share
this experience in order to prevent further cas-
es of tragedy occurring. And we will always be
at your side, at the side of the Americans.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 10:30 a.m. at Dresden Castle. In his re-
marks, the President referred to U.S. Special
Envoy for Middle East Peace George J.
Mitchell; Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu of Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority; Nobel Prize winner, au-
thor, and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel; U.S.
Special Envoy to Sudan Maj. Gen. J. Scott
Gration, USAF (Ret.); and President Umar
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan. He also re-
ferred to his great uncle Charles Payne. Chan-
cellor Merkel referred to former Guantanamo
detainee Murat Kurnaz, who was released into
German custody in August 2006; and Minister
of Interior Wolfgang Schaeuble of Germany.
Chancellor Merkel and some reporters spoke
in German, and their remarks were translated
by an interpreter. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Buchenwald Concentration Camp in Weimar,
Germany
June 5, 2009

Chancellor Merkel and I have just finished
our tour here at Buchenwald. I want to thank
Dr. Volkhard Knigge, who gave an outstanding
account of what we were witnessing. I am par-
ticularly grateful to be accompanied by my
friend Elie Wiesel, as well as Mr. Bertrand
Herz, both of whom are survivors of this place.

We saw the area known as Little Camp,
where Elie and Bertrand were sent as boys. In
fact, at the place that commemorates this
camp, there is a photograph in which we can
see a 16-year-old Elie in one of the bunks
along with the others. We saw the ovens of the
crematorium, the guard towers, the barbed
wire fences, the foundations of barracks that
once held people in the most unimaginable
conditions. 

We saw the memorial to all the survivors, a
steel plate, as Chancellor Merkel said, that is
heated to 37 degrees Celsius, the temperature
of the human body, a reminder—where peo-
ple were deemed inhuman because of their
differences—of the mark that we all share. 

Now, these sights have not lost their horror
with the passage of time. As we were walking

up, Elie said, “If these trees could talk.” And
there’s a certain irony about the beauty of the
landscape and the horror that took place here.
More than half a century later, our grief and
our outrage over what happened have not di-
minished. I will not forget what I’ve seen here
today. 

I’ve known about this place since I was a
boy, hearing stories about my great uncle, who
was a very young man serving in World War II.
He was part of the 89th Infantry Division, the
first Americans to reach a concentration camp.
They liberated Ohrdruf, one of Buchenwald’s
subcamps. 

And I told this story. He returned from his
service in a state of shock, saying little and iso-
lating himself for months on end from family
and friends, alone with the painful memories
that would not leave his head. And as we
see—as we saw some of the images here, it’s
understandable that someone who witnessed
what had taken place here would be in a state
of shock. 

My great uncle’s commander, General
Eisenhower, understood this impulse to
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silence. He had seen the piles of bodies and
starving survivors and deplorable conditions
that the American soldiers found when they
arrived, and he knew that those who witnessed
these things might be too stunned to speak
about them or be able—be unable to find the
words to describe them, that they might be
rendered mute in the way my great uncle had.
And he knew that what had happened here was
so unthinkable that after the bodies had been
taken away, that perhaps no one would believe
it.

And that’s why he ordered American troops
and Germans from the nearby town to tour the
camp. He invited Congressmen and journalists
to bear witness and ordered photographs and
films to be made. And he insisted on viewing
every corner of these camps so that, and I
quote, he could “be in a position to give first-
hand evidence of these things if ever in the fu-
ture there develops a tendency to charge these
allegations merely to propaganda.” 

We are here today because we know this
work is not yet finished. To this day, there are
those who insist that the Holocaust never hap-
pened, a denial of fact and truth that is baseless
and ignorant and hateful. This place is the ulti-
mate rebuke to such thoughts, a reminder of
our duty to confront those who would tell lies
about our history. 

Also to this day, there are those who perpetu-
ate every form of intolerance—racism, anti-
Semitism, homophobia, xenophobia, sexism,
and more—hatred that degrades its victims and
diminishes us all. In this century, we’ve seen
genocide. We’ve seen mass graves and the ashes
of villages burned to the ground, children used
as soldiers and rape used as a weapon of war.
This place teaches us that we must be ever vigi-
lant about the spread of evil in our own time,
that we must reject the false comfort that oth-
ers’ suffering is not our problem and commit
ourselves to resisting those who would subju-
gate others to serve their own interests. 

But as we reflect today on the human capaci-
ty for evil and our shared obligation to defy it,
we’re also reminded of the human capacity for
good. For amidst the countless acts of cruelty
that took place here, we know that there were
many acts of courage and kindness as well: the

Jews who insisted on fasting on Yom Kippur;
the camp cook who hid potatoes in the lining of
his prison uniform and distributed them to his
fellow inmates, risking his own life to help save
theirs; the prisoners who organized a special ef-
fort to protect the children here, sheltering
them from work and giving them extra food.
They set up secret classrooms, some of the in-
mates, and taught history and math and urged
the children to think about their future profes-
sions. And we were just hearing about the resis-
tance that formed and the irony that the base
for the resistance was in the latrine areas be-
cause the guards found it so offensive that they
wouldn’t go there. And so out of the filth, that
became a space in which small freedoms could
thrive. 

When the American GIs arrived, they were
astonished to find more than 900 children still
alive, and the youngest was just 3 years old. And
I’m told that a couple of the prisoners even
wrote a Buchenwald song that many here sang.
Among the lyrics were these: “. . . whatever our
fate, we will say yes to life, for the day will come
when we are free . . . in our blood we carry the
will to live and in our hearts, in our hearts
faith.” 

These individuals never could have known
that the world would one day speak of this
place. They could not have known that some of
them would live to have children and grandchil-
dren who would grow up hearing their stories
and would return here so many years later to
find a museum and memorials and the clock
tower set permanently to 3:15, the moment of
liberation. 

They could not have known how the nation
of Israel would rise out of the destruction of the
Holocaust and the strong, enduring bonds be-
tween that great nation and my own. And they
could not have known that one day an American
President would visit this place and speak of
them and that he would do so standing side by
side with the German Chancellor in a Germany
that is now a vibrant democracy and a valued
American ally. 

They could not have known these things.
But, still, surrounded by death they willed
themselves to hold fast to life. In their hearts,
they still had faith that evil would not triumph
785



June 5 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
in the end, that while history is unknowable it
arches towards progress, and that the world
would one day remember them. And it is now
up to us, the living, in our work, wherever we
are, to resist injustice and intolerance and in-
difference in whatever forms they may take
and ensure that those who were lost here did
not go in vain. It is up to us to redeem that
faith. It is up to us to bear witness, to ensure
that the continues—the world continues to
note what happened here, to remember all
those who survived and all those who per-
ished, and to remember them not just as vic-
tims, but also as individuals who hoped and
loved and dreamed just like us. 

And just as we identify with the victims, it’s
also important for us, I think, to remember
that the perpetrators of such evil were human
as well, and that we have to guard against cru-
elty in ourselves. And I wanted to express par-
ticular thanks to Chancellor Merkel and the
German people, because it’s not easy to look

into the past in this way and acknowledge it
and make something of it, make a determina-
tion that they will stand guard against acts like
this happening again. 

Rather than have me end with my remarks,
I thought it was appropriate to have Elie Wie-
sel provide some reflection and some thought
as he returns here so many years later to the
place where his father died.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:58 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany; Volkhard Knigge, direc-
tor, Buchenwald Memorial; and Nobel Prize
winner, author, and Holocaust survivor Elie
Wiesel; and Holocaust survivor Bertrand
Herz. He also referred to his great uncle
Charles Payne. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Chancellor Merkel and Mr. Wiesel.
A portion of these remarks could not be veri-
fied because the audio was incomplete.

The President’s News Conference With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France
in Caen, France
June 6, 2009

President Sarkozy. Ladies and gentlemen,
good afternoon to all of you. Welcome. I
would like to say to the President of the Unit-
ed States of America how proud France is to
welcome him for the second time this year.

This afternoon we will be talking about the
ceremonies and the commemoration of the D-
Day landings, but I want to say in the stron-
gest, most sincere terms that never in the his-
tory, perhaps, of our two countries, the United
States and France have been so close to one
another on major issues, major questions.

I said to the President that we are deter-
mined to help him in his decision to close
down—shut down Guantanamo. I told Presi-
dent Barack Obama to what extent we support
his open, outstretched hand initiative to Rus-
sia. We approve and endorse this policy.

I said to the President that we totally agreed
with him on the Israeli and Palestinian issue:
two states that need to live alongside one an-
other, an Israeli state, whose security we’re

very attached to, and a secure Palestinian
state, and to what extent we support American
diplomacy when it requested that an end, a
stop, and a halt be put to settlements.

On the Iranian matter, I’ve said this in very
frank and open terms to the Iranian Foreign
Secretary, how important it is that he take the
hand outstretched by President Obama, that
we—we, France, Europe, and United
States—are totally aligned on this, and we can-
not in any way accept the insane statements
made by President Ahmadi-nejad.

On North Korea, we have total convergence
of views with the American President. And of
course, France is delighted to have fully rein-
tegrated NATO, as I said to the American
President.

So really it is a pleasure to work with Barack
Obama. We work regularly together. He
knows that France is a friend of the United
States. We basically coordinate on all major is-
sues, and we are determined to continue that.
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Barack, welcome. Welcome to your family.
President Obama. Well, it’s wonderful to be

back in France, particularly on this day, because
this day marks not only the triumph of freedom,
but it also marks how the transatlantic alliance
has allowed for extraordinary prosperity and se-
curity on both sides of the Atlantic. The fact
that France fully reintegrated into NATO this
year, under President Sarkozy’s leadership, is
just one further indication of the degree to
which U.S.-French cooperation can help to un-
derpin not only security in Europe but also a
more secure and prosperous world beyond Eu-
rope.

I’ve very much appreciated President Sar-
kozy’s leadership on a whole range of issues. He
mentioned a number of them: France’s leader-
ship within Europe in understanding the need
for us to have tough diplomacy with the Irani-
ans, to reach out to them, but also insist that we
can’t afford a nuclear arms race in the Middle
East; our close collaboration on a whole host of
issues with Russia; France’s willingness to ac-
cept a Guantanamo detainee, but more broadly,
to help us as we want to deal with the terrorist
threat, but do so in a way that is consistent with
our values and our ideals; the assistance that all
NATO allies, as well as others, are providing in
helping to bring about a more peaceful and
democratic Afghanistan.

On all of these issues, President Sarkozy has
not just cooperated, he’s led. And that kind of
approach, I think, is serving the interests of
France, but it’s also serving the interests of the
world. And we’re very grateful for that.

Obviously, I also want to make mention of
the extraordinary tragedy of the Air France
plane that we believe may have gone down. We
don’t know yet what exactly happened, but it is
heartbreaking, obviously, for the families, who
the American people offer thoughts and
prayers. We have already authorized all of our
resources to coordinate with the French in try-
ing to discover where the plane went down and
to find as much information as possible. But our
deepest condolences to the people of France,
most particularly to the families involved. And
we are determined to find out what happened
and support France in that regard.

So with that, I think that we can take a ques-
tion.

Middle East Peace Process/Iran

Q. Mr. President, concerning——
Interpreter. Excuse me, the journalist is

speaking without a microphone.
President Obama. I’m sorry. Apparently,

you’re speaking without a microphone, so the
translator cannot hear you. Do we have a mike
anywhere? Now he’s got the microphone.

Q. Yes, right here, Mr. President. Sorry. You
said yesterday that you hoped to see significant
progress in the Middle East by the end of this
year. What did you mean by that? 

And, President Sarkozy, you had a meeting
earlier this week with the Iranian Foreign Min-
ister. What message was he able to give you to
pass on to the President? Thank you.

President Obama. Okay. I think all of us un-
derstand what would constitute progress when
it comes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Progress would mean that the parties involved,
supported by not just the United States, not just
by France, but also other Arab States, are in se-
rious, constructive negotiations about how to
achieve a two-state solution.

I don’t expect that a 60-year problem is
solved overnight, but as I said before, I do ex-
pect both sides to recognize that their fates are
tied together, and that it is in the interests of Is-
rael, its security interests, as well as the inter-
ests of the Palestinians to resolve this in a
peaceful way.

Now, there are a whole host of difficult ques-
tions out there. We all know what those ques-
tions are. But I believe President Sarkozy and I
agree that we have to move beyond the current
stalemate. Both sides are going to have obliga-
tions. I’ve discussed the importance of a cessa-
tion of settlement construction, but I also want
to reemphasize, because that’s gotten more at-
tention than what I’ve also said, which is the
Palestinians have to renounce violence, end in-
citement, improve their governance capacity so
that Israelis can be confident that the Palestin-
ians can follow through on any commitments
they make across the table.

Now, I cannot impose such negotiations or,
certainly, the terms of a final settlement on the
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parties. That’s their task. President Sarkozy
cannot impose peace in that region. But what
we can do is to be friends to Israel, honest in
our assessments of what it’s going to take, hold
the Palestinians accountable for their end of
the bargain, and move the process forward.
And we are going to try to put as much energy
as we can into it. My special envoy, George
Mitchell, is going to be returning to the region
this week, and we are going to systematically
work through as many of these issues as possi-
ble.

One last point I want to emphasize: The Ar-
ab States have to be a part of this process. It’s
not sufficient just to point at the Palestinian
problem and then say we are not going to en-
gage, we’re not going to take responsibility.
They are going to have to step up as well be-
cause the Arab States not only are important
politically, they’re also important economical-
ly. And to the extent that they put their shoul-
der behind the wheel, that can move the pro-
cess forward in a significant way.

President Sarkozy. It is not for me to speak
for the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran. I
can tell you what I told him. I said to him,
number one, that he had to take the hand
stretched out by Barack Obama and set a
meeting so that the group of six, the six-party
talks start again; secondly, that we all were
aligned if Iran wants access to civilian nuclear
energy; it is entitled to that, but if it wants nu-
clear—military nuclear, the answer is no. And
you have to understand this fair and square.

I said, if your interests are peaceful, then
accept controls. We cannot accept the Iranian
leader to make extremely aggressive state-
ments on the one hand, and IAEA checks and
controls not to go—be accepted by the Irani-
ans and, at the same time, to give them access
to civilian nuclear energy.

Again, France and the United States are
working hand in glove on this one. Iran is a
great nation, a great civilization. We want
peace, we want dialog, and we want to help
them develop. But we do not want nucle-
ar—military nuclear weapons to spread, and
we are clear on that.

European-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, there were a lot of com-
ments in France and Germany recently on the
fact that you stayed only briefly in these two
countries, and that you haven’t spent much
private time aside—outside of the official en-
gagements here. Does that mean that Europe
is not a priority—on your priority list or diplo-
matic list? Or what would you have to say on
the subject?

President Obama. What it means is that I
have a very tough schedule. I would love noth-
ing more than to have a leisurely week in Paris,
stroll down the Seine, take my wife out to a
nice meal, have a picnic in Luxembourg Gar-
dens. [Laughter] Those days are over, for the
moment.

And so I think it’s very important to under-
stand that good friends don’t worry about the
symbols and the conventions and the proto-
cols. The United States is a critical friend and
ally of France, and vice versa. I personally con-
sider Nicolas Sarkozy a friend; I think he feels
the same way. And so since I know I can al-
ways pick up the phone and talk to him, that
it’s not necessary for me to spend huge
amounts of time other than just getting busi-
ness done when I’m here.

At some point I will be the ex-President,
and then you will find me in France, I’m sure,
quite a bit, having fun. I said the same thing in
Germany yesterday, where they were asking,
“Well, you know, you didn’t have an overnight
here, or this”—I think you guys are reading
too much into my schedule.

My main issue has to do with the fact that
when I take these foreign trips, it’s to get busi-
ness done, because I also have an economy
where the unemployment rate is 9.4 percent.
We still have to pass financial regulations that
will prevent the kind of crisis that we’ve seen
from happening again. That all requires a lot
of work, and so my travel schedule is always
limited.

President Sarkozy. Well, in a democracy,
one has to accept all criticism and all com-
ments. And let me tell you very sincerely, do
you think that we don’t have enough on our
plate to do without spending time to have our
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pictures taken, what with the unemployment
rate in France, the United States, the Western
world, what with the Iranian issues? Do you
think our prime concern is what glossy maga-
zine we’ll be pictured in, or what restaurant
we’re going to go and spend an evening in, or
whether we spend an extra night here or not?

Well, what does friendship mean? Friend-
ship means that when the United States say
we’re going to shut down Guantanamo, we say,
well, we’ll help you; we’ll have some of the de-
tainees in France. Friendship is what? It’s com-
ing back into NATO and taking two important
command posts in the integrated structure.
That is what friendship is all about. We’re here
to work together to achieve results. We’re not
here, watch in hand, saying, “How much time
did you spend with so-and-so?” I understand
that you should put the question, but frankly,
do you think people are just waiting to see us
hand in hand sitting here looking into one an-
other’s eyes? Of course not.

They want us to achieve results on Iran, on
North Korea, on whatever it is, but where we’re
in total harmony. See, I’ll tell you one thing: It’s
very easy to work with the United States of
American President.

President Obama. It’s also because President
Sarkozy speaks quite quickly, so we can get
even more done. [Laughter]

President Sarkozy. I speak fast, but you un-
derstand fast.

President Obama. We’ll take one last ques-
tion. We’ve got a mike over here?

Religious Freedom Around the World/Turkey

Q. Arnaud Leparmentier, Le Monde. Presi-
dent Obama, the ban on headscarves and veils
for young girls in French schools and the Presi-
dent Sarkozy’s position on Turkey’s entry into
the European Union, is this likely to hinder the
new approach to Islam that you presented in
Cairo two days ago?

President Obama. Well, I think that this is a
process. And what I tried to do in Cairo was to
open up a conversation both in the Muslim
communities, but also in non-Muslim commu-
nities, both in the Middle East, but also here in
the West.

And as I said in the speech, I think that free-
dom of religious expression is critical. That is
part of our liberal tradition both in France and
the United States, and that we should not have
two standards for freedom of religious expres-
sion, one for Muslims and one for non-Muslims.

That doesn’t mean that each country isn’t go-
ing to be working through these issues with its
own history and its own sensitivities in mind.
And I don’t take responsibility for how other
countries are going to approach this. I will tell
you that in the United States, our basic attitude
is, is that we’re not going to tell people what to
wear. If, in their exercise of religion, they are
impeding somebody else’s rights, that’s some-
thing that we would, obviously, be concerned
about.

But my general view is, is that the most effec-
tive way to integrate people of all faiths is to not
try to suppress their customs or traditions, rath-
er to open up opportunities and give them a
chance for full participation in the life of their
country.

With respect to Turkey, President Sarkozy
and I have discussed this before. I am not a
member of the EU—the United States is not a
member of the EU, and so we can’t dictate the
terms in which any country enters into the EU.
I do think that Turkey is a enormously impor-
tant ally in NATO. They’re helping us in Af-
ghanistan, in that critical effort. They have a
growing economy. They are interested in fur-
ther integration with Europe, and I would en-
courage that. So I’ve said publicly that I think
Turkish membership in the EU would be im-
portant.

Now, President Sarkozy, as an actual mem-
ber of the EU, has a different view. But I think
it’s very important to note that he strongly sup-
ports the work that Turkey is doing in NATO. I
believe that he’s interested in further economic
integration. And what the United States wants
to do is just to continue to encourage discus-
sions and talks and a process whereby Turkey
can feel confident that it has a friendship with
France, with the United States, with all of Eu-
rope, and that it—to the extent that it’s defining
itself as part of Europe, that it has an opportuni-
ty to be a part. But, again, that’s something
that’s going to have to move forward not based
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on what the United States says, but rather a di-
alog between the European Union members
and Turkey.

In all of this, I think Europe and France has
a critical role to play, just as the United States
does, in sending a message to Muslims around
the world that we welcome and want their par-
ticipation in a world community that is peace-
ful, that is prosperous, that is economically in-
tegrated, that is developing on behalf of all
people and not just some people.

And in both France and in the United
States, we have enormous Muslim popula-
tions. So as I said in the Cairo speech, there’s
no contradiction between America and Islam
because we have Muslim Americans who actu-
ally have higher education and income averag-
es than is the average in the United States.
That’s a testament to the degree to which
they’ve been able to succeed, thrive, remain
true to their religion, and be full-fledged, pa-
triotic Americans. And that kind of approach, I
think, is the one that we want, as opposed to
an approach that increases tensions both with-
in our borders and outside of our borders.

Q. Does the U.S. press have equal time, be-
cause they’ve had two.

President Obama. That was a very self-serv-
ing—[laughter]. I’m teasing. Go ahead.

President Sarkozy. Perhaps I could just say
a few words on this. First of all, I thought that
President Obama’s speech was a remarkable
speech. And we have long been awaiting to
hear the United States of America, the world’s
number-one power, shouldering its full share
of responsibility in avoiding the clash of cul-
tures and civilizations between East and West.
And I totally agree with what President
Obama said, including on headscarves and
veils. 

But let me simply say two things. In France,
any young girl, any girl who wishes to wear a
veil or a headscarf may do so; it’s her free
choice to do so. We simply set two limits be-
cause we are a secular state. That is that
the—that civil servants who are actually on du-
ty must not have—must not show any sign of
their religious belief, be they Jewish, Ortho-
dox, Muslim, Protestant, Catholic, you name
it. That’s what we call a totally impartial, secu-

lar administration. In other words, when on
duty at the actual counters where they work,
there must be no visible sign of whatever reli-
gion they belong to. Secondly, the fact that
young girls may choose to wear a veil or a
headscarf is not a problem for as long as they
have actually chosen to do so, as opposed to
this being imposed upon them, be it by their
families or by their environment.

In a country like France, where everyone
can live according to their convictions and be-
liefs, we respect the individual, we respect
women, we respect the family. I’ve also done a
lot when I was home secretary, Minister of the
Interior, to ensure that the Muslim communi-
ty in France could practice their religion and
their creed like any other—any other religion
or creed in France.

Now, you belong to a newspaper I have a lot
of respect for, which called for its readers to
vote in the Presidential election for my adver-
sary and not for me. And what would you say
to justify this? You said, “Well, be careful,
President Sarkozy is going to align us too
much on the United States of America.” And 2
yeas later, what are you telling me? You’re tell-
ing me, “There’s one subject on which Presi-
dent Obama and President Sarkozy don’t
agree.” That should reassure you, Mr. Lepar-
mentier. You should be happy about that now.

Of course, we agree, we concur on the ulti-
mate objective. What is President Obama’s ob-
jective? What is mine, ultimately? It is that
Turkey may play its full part, its essential role
as a bridge between East and West. That is an
essential role. Where there is a difference, it’s
how to go about doing this. The traditional po-
sition of the United States of America is the in-
tegration of Turkey. This was President Bush’s
position, President Clinton’s position, the po-
sition of all United States Presidents. Mine
you are familiar with: It is not integration into
the European Union, not accession into the
European Union. But I did suggest that we
Europeans, together with the Russians and to-
gether with the Turks, does think about having
a common economic and security area. We
have no divergence as to objective, the objec-
tive we’re seeking to achieve, simply the way
of going about it.
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Turkey—the objective is Turkey play its role
as a bridge between East and West. I said to
President Obama, I think it’s important that
Europe has borders, have frontiers, because
that is a stabilizing factor. And I cannot allow
that stabilizing factor in the world to be under-
mined. That doesn’t mean that we have to push
back Turkey into the darkness. Turkey is a
strong ally. Turkey is a bridge between different
worlds. The only issue is how to go about
achieving that. That’s what we talked about.

So let us have at least one point on which we
are totally—not totally in agreement, and that
will give us time to think about future elections.

Iran/North Korea

Q. My question is for both Presidents, please.
On Iran and North Korea, what has the current
policy, which is largely the same as the ones of
recent years, produced other than giving time
to North Korea and Iran to advance their nucle-
ar ambitions? Thank you.

President Obama. Well, I think it’s important
to distinguish between the two countries and
what they’ve been doing of late.

North Korea’s actions over the last several
months have been extraordinarily provocative,
and they have made no bones about the fact
that they are testing nuclear weapons, testing
missiles that potentially would have interconti-
nental capacity. And, in fact, we are not intend-
ing to continue a policy of rewarding provoca-
tion. The parties that are involved in the six-par-
ty talks we have contacted; they issued very
clear statements and are now in the process of
working on a very clear resolution condemning
North Korea’s actions. You haven’t seen China
and Russia respond as forcefully in the past on
these issues, because I think there’s an indica-
tion that they recognize how destabilizing
North Korea’s actions have been.

My preference is always to use a diplomatic
approach. But diplomacy has to involve the oth-
er side engaging in a serious way in trying to
solve problems. And we have not seen that kind
of reaction from North Korea. So we will con-
tinue to consult with our allies. We’ll continue
to consult with all the parties who previously
have been involved in the six-party talks. But we
are going to take a very hard look at how we

move forward on these issues, and I don’t think
that there should be an assumption that we will
simply continue down a path in which North
Korea is constantly destabilizing the region, and
we can just react in the same ways by, after
they’ve done these things for a while, then we
reward them.

Now, with respect to Iran, I’ve made very
clear that we are not taking the same position. I
mean, I’m curious that you would suggest that
we’re taking the same approach when I’m
spending an awful lot of time back home an-
swering people who are concerned that what
we’re doing is too radical. I mean, we are break-
ing significantly from past approaches, and we
are saying we are willing to have direct negotia-
tions with the Iranians on a whole range of is-
sues without preconditions, in an atmosphere of
mutual respect and resolve.

Like President Sarkozy, my view is that Iran’s
possession of a nuclear weapon would be pro-
foundly dangerous, not just to the United
States, not just to Israel, but to the entire region
and, over time, the entire world. Because
there’s no possibility that Iran gets a nuclear
weapon in which you don’t see a whole host of
countries in the Middle East decide, “We’ve got
to go for it as well.”

This is part of the reason, by the way, when it
comes to North Korea and Iran, that I’ve said
it’s not sufficient for the United States or
France or other members of the nuclear club
simply to say, “All of you have to stop, but we’re
not going to do anything to change ourselves.” 

I gave a speech in Prague in which I said all
of us have responsibilities; that I am going to be
traveling to Moscow for a summit to restart sig-
nificant arms—nuclear arms reduction negotia-
tions with the Russians; that I want to reinvigo-
rate our nonproliferation treaty. I think we
should create a stable consensus in which coun-
tries who want peaceful—or nuclear power for
peaceful civilian use are able to do so, and that
our goal collectively is to eliminate prolifera-
tion, lock down loose nuclear materials that are
out there, negotiate a whole series of treaties
that lower the temperature, and ultimately,
make nuclear weapons obsolete.

Now, that’s not going to happen in my time,
my lifetime; it won’t happen in President
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Sarkozy’s lifetime. But if we start moving on
that pathway and other countries can look and
say, “The United States is not just talking the
talk, but it’s walking the walk,” then I think
that will indicate to the Iranians, for example,
that the goal here is not to single them out per
se; it’s to suggest that this is dangerous for
everybody, including them. Their security
interests will not be served by possession of a
nuclear weapon.

The last point I’d make on Iran, the Su-
preme Leader has said, “We don’t want nucle-
ar weapons; that’s not what we’re pursuing.”
I’m happy to hope that that’s true, but in inter-
national relations, I can’t just base things on
hope, especially when you see actions to the
contrary. 

My—one of my famous predecessors, Ron-
ald Reagan, I think, said it pretty well when he
said, “Trust, but verify.” And we’re not even to
the point yet where we’re having those conver-
sations with the Iranians. But ultimately, if in
fact Iran does not seek nuclear weapons, then

it shouldn’t be that hard for us to have a series
of negotiations in which the international com-
munity feels that confidence and in which Iran
then is able to enjoy a whole host of economic
and political benefits and gains much greater
legitimacy in all of its other endeavors.

President Sarkozy. Okay. Merci. Thank you.
Q. [Inaudible]
President Obama. You already got a whole

interview. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:06 p.m. at the Prefecture. In his remarks,
the President referred to former Guantanamo
detainee Lakhdar Boumediene, who was re-
leased into French custody in May; U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy for Middle East Peace George J.
Mitchell; and Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Hoseini-Khamenei of Iran. President Sarkozy
referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs
Manuchehr Motaki of Iran. President Sarkozy
and some reporters spoke in French, and their
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 6, 2009

Over the past few days, I’ve been traveling
through the Middle East and Europe working
to renew our alliances, enhance our common
security, and propose a new partnership be-
tween the United States and the Muslim
world.

But even as I’m abroad, I’m firmly focused
on the other pressing challenges we face, in-
cluding the urgent need to reform our health
care system. Even as we speak, Congress is
preparing to introduce and debate health re-
form legislation that is the product of many
months of effort and deliberation. And if
you’re like any of the Americans I’ve met
across this country, who know all too well that
the soaring costs of health care make our cur-
rent course unsustainable, I imagine you’ll be
watching their progress closely. 

I’m talking about the families I’ve met
whose spiraling premiums and out-of-pocket
expenses are pushing them into bankruptcy or
forcing them to go without the check-ups or
prescriptions they need; business owners who

fear they’ll be forced to choose between keep-
ing their doors open or covering their workers;
Americans who rightly worry that the balloon-
ing costs of Medicare and Medicaid could lead
to fiscal catastrophe down the road. Simply
put, the status quo is broken. 

We cannot continue this way. If we do noth-
ing, everyone’s health care will be put in jeop-
ardy. Within a decade, we’ll spend $1 out of
every 5 we earn on health care, and we’ll keep
getting less for our money. And that’s why fix-
ing what’s wrong with our health care system
is no longer a luxury we hope to achieve; it’s a
necessity we cannot postpone any longer.

The growing consensus around that reality
has led an unprecedented coalition to come
together for change. Unlike past attempts at
reforming our health care system, everyone is
at the table, patients’ advocates and health in-
surers, business and labor, Democrats and Re-
publicans alike.

A few weeks ago, some of these improbable
allies committed to cut national health care
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spending by $2 trillion over the next decade.
What makes this so remarkable is that it proba-
bly wouldn’t have happened just a few short
years ago. But today, at this historic juncture,
even old adversaries are united around the
same goal: quality, affordable health care for all
Americans.

Now, I know that when you bring together
disparate groups with differing views, there will
be lively debate, and that’s a debate I welcome.
But what we can’t accept is reform that just in-
vests more money in the status quo, reform that
throws good money after bad habits.

Instead we must attack the root causes of
skyrocketing health care costs. Some of these
costs are the result of unwarranted profiteering
that has no place in our health care system, and
in too many communities, folks are paying high-
er costs without receiving better care in return.
And yet we know, for example, that there are
places like the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota, the
Cleveland Clinic in Ohio, and other institutions
that offer some of the highest quality of care in
the Nation at some of the lowest costs in the
Nation. We should learn from their successes
and promote the best practices, not the most
expensive ones. That’s how we’ll achieve reform
that fixes what doesn’t work and builds on what
does.

This week, I conveyed to Congress my belief
that any health care reform must be built
around fundamental reforms that lower costs,
improve quality and coverage, and also protect
consumer choice. And that means if you like the
plan you have, you can keep it. If you like the
doctor you have, you can keep your doctor too.

The only change you’ll see are falling costs as
our reforms take hold.

I’ve also made it very clear to Congress that
we must develop a plan that doesn’t add to our
budget deficit. My budget included a historic
downpayment on reform, and we’ll work with
Congress to fully cover the costs through rigor-
ous spending reductions and appropriate addi-
tional revenues. We’ll eliminate waste, fraud,
and abuse in our health care system, but we’ll
also take on key causes of rising costs, saving
billions while providing better care to the
American people.

Now, all across America, our families are
making hard choices when it comes to health
care. Now, it’s time for Washington to make the
right ones. It’s time to deliver. And I am abso-
lutely convinced that if we keep working to-
gether and living up to our mutual responsibili-
ties, if we place the American people’s interests
above the special interests, we will seize this
historic opportunity to finally fix what ails our
broken health care system and strengthen our
economy and our country now and for decades
to come.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1 p.m., e.d.t., on June 2 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 6. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 5 but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m., e.d.t.,
on June 6. Due to the 6-hour time difference,
the address was released after the President’s
remarks in Caen, France.

Remarks on the 65th Anniversary of D-Day in Normandy, France
June 6, 2009

Good afternoon. Thank you, President Sar-
kozy, Prime Minister Brown, Prime Minister
Harper, and Prince Charles for being here to-
day. Thank you to our Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, General Eric Shinseki, for making the trip
out here to join us. Thanks also to Susan Eisen-
hower, whose grandfather began this mission 65
years ago with a simple charge: “Ok, let’s go,”
and to a World War II veteran who returned
home from this war to serve a proud and distin-

guished career as a United States Senator and a
national leader, Bob Dole. 

I’m not the first American President to come
and mark this anniversary, and I likely will not
be the last. This is an event that has long
brought to this coast both heads of state and
grateful citizens, veterans and their loved ones,
the liberated and their liberators. It’s been
written about and spoken of and depicted in
countless books and films and speeches. And
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long after our time on this Earth has passed,
one word will still bring forth the pride and
awe of men and women who will never meet
the heroes who sit before us: D-Day.

Why is this? Of all the battles in all the wars
across the span of human history, why does
this day hold such a revered place in our mem-
ory? What is it about the struggle that took
place on the sands a few short steps from here
that brings us back to remember year after
year after year? Part of it, I think, is the size of
the odds that weighed against success. For
three centuries, no invader had ever been able
to cross the English Channel into Normandy,
and it had never been more difficult than in
1944.

That was the year that Hitler ordered his
top field marshal to fortify the Atlantic Wall
against a seaborne invasion. From the tip of
Norway to southern France, the Nazis lined
steep cliffs with machine guns and artillery.
Low-lying areas were flooded to block pas-
sage. Sharpened poles awaited paratroopers.
Mines were laid on the beaches and beneath
the water. And by the time of the invasion, half
a million Germans waited for the Allies along
the coast between Holland and northern
France.

At dawn on June 6th, the Allies came. The
best chance for victory had been for the Brit-
ish Royal air corps to take out the guns on the
cliffs while airborne divisions parachuted be-
hind enemy lines. But all did not go according
to plan. Paratroopers landed miles from their
mark, while the fog and clouds prevented Al-
lied planes from destroying the guns on the
cliffs. So when the ships landed here at Oma-
ha, an unimaginable hell rained down on the
men inside. Many never made it out of the
boats.

And yet, despite all of this, one by one, the
Allied forces made their way to shore, here
and at Utah and Juno, Gold and Sword. They
were American, British, and Canadian. Soon,
the paratroopers found each other and fought
their way back. The Rangers scaled the cliffs.
And by the end of the day, against all odds, the
ground on which we stand was free once more.
The sheer improbability of this victory is part
of what makes D-Day so memorable. It also

arises from the clarity of purpose with which
this war was waged.

We live in a world of competing beliefs and
claims about what is true. It’s a world of varied
religions and cultures and forms of govern-
ment. In such a world, it’s all too rare for a
struggle to emerge that speaks to something
universal about humanity. The Second World
War did that. No man who shed blood or lost a
brother would say that war is good, but all
know that this war was essential. For what we
faced in Nazi totalitarianism was not just a bat-
tle of competing interests; it was a competing
vision of humanity. Nazi ideology sought to
subjugate and humiliate and exterminate. It
perpetrated murder on a massive scale, fueled
by a hatred of those who were deemed differ-
ent and therefore inferior. It was evil.

The nations that joined together to defeat
Hitler’s Reich were not perfect. They had
made their share of mistakes, had not always
agreed with one another on every issue. But
whatever God we prayed to, whatever our dif-
ferences, we knew that the evil we faced had
to be stopped. Citizens of all faiths and of no
faith came to believe that we could not remain
as bystanders to the savage perpetration of
death and destruction. And so we joined and
sent our sons to fight and often die so that men
and women they never met might know what
it is to be free.

In America, it was an endeavor that inspired
a nation to action. A President who asked his
country to pray on D-Day also asked its citi-
zens to serve and sacrifice to make the inva-
sion possible. On farms and in factories, mil-
lions of men and women worked three shifts a
day, month after month, year after year.
Trucks and tanks came from plants in Michi-
gan and Indiana, New York and Illinois.
Bombers and fighter planes rolled off assem-
bly lines in Ohio and Kansas, where my grand-
mother did her part as an inspector. Shipyards
on both coasts produced the largest fleet in
history, including the landing craft from New
Orleans that eventually made it here to Oma-
ha.

But despite all the years of planning and
preparation, despite the inspiration of our
leaders, the skill of our generals, the strength
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of our firepower, and the unyielding support
from our home front, the outcome of the entire
struggle would ultimately rest on the success of
one day in June.

Lyndon Johnson once said that there are cer-
tain moments when “history and fate meet at a
single time in a single place to shape a turning
point in man’s unending search for freedom.”
And D-Day was such a moment. One newspa-
per noted that “we have come to the hour for
which we were born.” Had the Allies failed
here, Hitler’s occupation of this continent
might have continued indefinitely. Instead, vic-
tory here secured a foothold in France. It
opened a path to Berlin. It made possible the
achievements that followed the liberation of
Europe: the Marshall plan, the NATO alliance,
the shared prosperity and security that flowed
from each.

It was unknowable then, but so much of the
progress that would define the 20th century, on
both sides of the Atlantic, came down to a battle
for a slice of beach only 6 miles long and 2 miles
wide. More particularly, it came down to the
men who landed here, those who now rest in
this place for eternity and those who are with us
here today.

Perhaps more than any other reason, you, the
veterans of that landing, are why we still re-
member what happened on D-Day. You’re why
we keep coming back. For you remind us that
in the end, human destiny is not determined by
forces beyond our control. You remind us that
our future is not shaped by mere chance or cir-
cumstance. Our history has always been the
sum total of the choices made and the actions
taken by each individual man and woman. It has
always been up to us.

You could have done what Hitler believed
you would do when you arrived here. In the
face of a merciless assault from these cliffs, you
could have idled the boats offshore. Amid a bar-
rage of tracer bullets that lit the night sky, you
could have stayed in those planes. You could
have hid in the hedgerows or waited behind the
seawall. You could have done only what was
necessary to ensure your own survival.

But that’s not what you did. That’s not the
story you told on D-Day. Your story was written
by men like Zane Schlemmer of the 82d Air-

borne, who parachuted into a dark marsh, far
from his objective and his men. Lost and alone,
he still managed to fight his way through the
gunfire and help liberate the town in which he
landed, a town where a street now bears his
name.

It’s a story written by men like Anthony Rug-
giero, an Army Ranger who saw half the men on
his landing craft drown when it was hit by shell-
fire just a thousand yards off this beach. He
spent 3 hours in freezing water and was 1 of on-
ly 90 Rangers to survive out of the 225 who
were sent to scale the cliffs.

And it’s a story written by so many who are
no longer with us, like Carlton Barrett. Private
Barrett was only supposed to serve as a guide
for the 1st Infantry Division, but he instead be-
came one of its heroes. After wading ashore in
neck-deep water, he returned to the water
again and again and again to save his wounded
and drowning comrades. And under the heavi-
est possible enemy fire, he carried them to safe-
ty. He carried them in his own arms.

This is the story of the Allied victory. It’s the
legend of units like Easy Company and the All-
American 82d. It’s the tale of the British peo-
ple, whose courage during the Blitz forced Hit-
ler to call off the invasion of England; the Cana-
dians, who came even though they were never
attacked; the Russians, who sustained some of
the war’s heaviest casualties on the Eastern
front; and all those French men and women
who would rather have died resisting tyranny
than lived within its grasp.

It is the memories that have been passed on
to so many of us about the service or sacrifice of
a friend or relative. For me, it is my grandfa-
ther, Stanley Dunham, who arrived on this
beach 6 weeks after D-Day and marched across
Europe in Patton’s army. And it is my great un-
cle who was part of the first American division
to reach and liberate a Nazi concentration
camp. His name is Charles Payne, and I’m so
proud that he’s with us here today.

I know this trip doesn’t get any easier as the
years pass, but for those of you who make it,
there’s nothing that could keep you away. One
such veteran, a man named Jim Norene, was a
member of the 502d Parachute Infantry
Division of the 101st Airborne. Last night, after
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visiting this cemetery for one last time, he
passed away in his sleep. Jim was gravely ill
when he left his home, and he knew that he
might not return. But just as he did 65 years
ago, he came anyway. May he now rest in
peace with the boys he once bled with, and
may his family always find solace in the
heroism he showed here.

In the end, Jim Norene came back to Nor-
mandy for the same reason we all come back.
He came for the reason articulated by Howard
Huebner, another former paratrooper who is
here with us today. When asked why he made
the trip, Howard said, “It’s important that we
tell our stories. It doesn’t have to be something
big . . . just a little story about what happened
so people don’t forget”—so people don’t for-
get. 

Friends and veterans, we cannot forget.
What we must not forget is that D-Day was a
time and a place where the bravery and self-
lessness of a few was able to change the course
of an entire century. At an hour of maximum
danger, amid the bleakest of circumstances,
men who thought themselves ordinary found
within themselves the ability to do something
extraordinary. They fought for their moms and
sweethearts back home, for the fellow warriors
they came to know as brothers. And they
fought out of a simple sense of duty, a duty
sustained by the same ideals for which their

countrymen had once fought and bled for over
two centuries.

That is the story of Normandy, but also the
story of America, of the Minutemen who gath-
ered on a green in Lexington, of the Union
boys from Maine who repelled a charge at
Gettysburg, of the men who gave their last full
measure of devotion at Inchon and Khe Sanh,
of all the young men and women whose valor
and goodness still carry forward this legacy of
service and sacrifice. It’s a story that has never
come easy, but one that always gives us hope.
For as we face down the hardships and strug-
gles of our time and arrive at that hour for
which we were born, we cannot help but draw
strength from those moments in history when
the best among us were somehow able to swal-
low their fears and secure a beachhead on an
unforgiving shore.

To those men who achieved that victory 65
years ago, we thank you for your service. May
God bless you, and may God bless the memory
of all those who rest here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:53 p.m. at the
Normandy American Cemetery and Memori-
al. In his remarks, he referred to President
Nicolas Sarkozy of France; Prime Minister
Gordon Brown and Prince Charles of the
United Kingdom; Prime Minister Stephen
Harper of Canada; and Susan Eisenhower,
granddaughter of former President Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting 
June 8, 2009

Well, thank you, Joe, and thanks to all of
you Cabinet, sub-Cabinet agencies that have
been involved in this process. Your leadership,
Joe, has been critical on this. I’m grateful to
you and your team for helping to coordinate
between all the agencies, because there are a
lot of moving parts to this whole process.

On Friday, we learned that we had lost an
additional 345,000 jobs in the month of May.
Now, that was far less than was expected, but
it’s still too many. That means that there are
families who are still losing not only their jobs,
but maybe losing their homes, finding them-

selves under extraordinary financial straits.
And it’s a reminder that we’re still in the mid-
dle of a very deep recession that was years in
the making, and it’s going to take a consider-
able amount of time for us to pull out of.

Having said that, this was the fewest num-
ber of jobs that we have lost in about 8
months, so it was about half of the number lost
of just a few months ago, and it’s a sign that
we’re moving in the right direction. The key is
for us to build on the modest progress that has
been made in the months to come.
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When we arrived here, we were confronting
the most significant recession since the Great
Depression. It was bad, and it was getting
worse. Had we done nothing, I think it’s fair to
say that most economists believed we could
have really gone into a tailspin. We decided to
move swiftly and boldly, and I signed a Recov-
ery Act into law just over a hundred days ago,
and we’ve done more than ever, faster than ev-
er, more responsibly than ever, to get the gears
of the economy moving again. We’ve created
and saved, as you said, Joe, at least 150,000 jobs,
jobs of teachers and nurses and firefighters and
police officers. People who had been laid off are
not being laid off. Folks who might have seen
that plant close, as you pointed out, in my
hometown, suddenly they started seeing orders
coming back in, and that meant that they were
retained.

We offered immediate relief to 95 percent of
working families through our tax cut. We
helped struggling State governments safeguard
critical safety-net programs and, in some cases,
made them work better. So, Kathleen, as you
know, a lot of people, they lose their jobs, they
lose their health care. Because of the Recovery
Act, if even when they lost their jobs, many of
them were actually able to use the COBRA pro-
gram that was cost-prohibitive previously. So
we’ve got some good news to report. I’ve been
receiving the weekly reports from all of you,
and I thank you and your teams for your dedica-
tion in moving this forward.

Having said that, I’m not satisfied. We’ve got
more work to do. The biggest concern that I
have moving forward is that the toll that job
losses take on individual families and communi-
ties can be self-reinforcing. People lose jobs;
they pull back on spending. That means busi-
nesses don’t have customers, and suddenly you
start seeing more job layoffs. Our whole task
here with the Recovery Act is to reverse that
negative cycle into a positive cycle, and it’s go-
ing to take some work.

So I’m pleased to know that having put the
infrastructure in place, having gotten your
teams up and running, many of the criteria by
which money is going out in a responsible way
that protects taxpayers having been created,
now we’re in a position to really accelerate.

And so the goal here is that we’re going to
create or save 600,000 jobs over the next 100
days. Joe highlighted some of the specific com-
mitments that we’re making to keep the recov-
ery moving forward: keeping teachers in the
classroom, cops on the streets, providing sum-
mer jobs for youth that are particularly hard-hit
in this job market, breaking ground on hun-
dreds of new projects all across the country in
clean energy and transportation, and so on.

And we’re going to do it—continuing to op-
erate in a transparent fashion so that taxpayers
know this money is not being wasted on a
bunch of boondoggles. And I think that some-
times good news comes in what you don’t hear
about, and you haven’t heard a bunch of scan-
dals—knock on wood—[laughter]—so far.

That doesn’t mean that this thing is going to
be flawless, but I think it is fair to say that given
the speed with which we’ve acted, all of you can
be proud that many of the safeguards and trans-
parency measures that have taken place so far
seem to have worked. We’ve got to keep that up
because at a time when everybody is tightening
their belts, the last thing the American people
want to see is that any of this money is being
wasted.

Now, I know that there are some who, de-
spite all evidence to the contrary, still don’t be-
lieve in the necessity and promise of this Recov-
ery Act, and I would suggest to them that they
talk to the companies who, because of this plan,
scrapped the idea of laying off employees and,
in fact, decided to hire employees. Tell that to
the Americans who receive that unexpected call
saying come back to work. Tell it to the Ameri-
cans poised to benefit from critical investments
that this plan makes in our long-term growth
and prosperity.

In the end, that’s the only measure of prog-
ress, is whether or not the American people are
seeing some progress in their own lives. And so
although we’ve seen some stabilizing in the fi-
nancial markets, and credit spreads have gone
down, and we’re seeing a reduction in the fear
that gripped the market just a few months
ago—stock market is up a little bit, all that stuff
is not our ultimate goal. Our ultimate goal is
making sure that the average family out
there—mom working, dad working—that they
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are able to pay their bills, feel some job securi-
ty, make their mortgage payments; the small-
business owner there is starting to see custom-
ers coming back in, they can make payroll,
they can even think about hiring a little bit
more and expanding. That’s the measure, how
ordinary families are helping to rebuild Ameri-
ca once more.

We’ve got a long way to go, but I feel like
we’ve made great progress. I’m grateful to
you, Joe, for your leadership. I want to thank
all of you for the good work you’re doing. And

now we’re going to get into the nitty-gritty of
how we’re going to make this happen.

Press, thank you. You’re getting kicked out
now.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Vice President Joe
Biden; and Secretary of Health and Human
Services Kathleen Sebelius. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Vice President Biden.

Statement on the Election in Lebanon
June 8, 2009

I congratulate the people of Lebanon for
holding a peaceful election yesterday. The
high turnout and the candidates—too many of
whom know personally the violence that has
marred Lebanon—are the strongest indica-
tions yet of the Lebanese desire for security
and prosperity. Once more, the people of Leb-
anon have demonstrated to the world their
courage and the strength of their commitment
to democracy. 

The United States will continue to support a
sovereign and independent Lebanon, commit-
ted to peace, including the full implementa-
tion of all United Nations Security Council
resolutions. It is our sincere hope that the next

government will continue along the path to-
wards building a sovereign, independent, and
stable Lebanon. 

Government of the people and by the peo-
ple sets a single standard for all who hold pow-
er: you must maintain your power through
consent, not coercion; you must respect the
rights of minorities and participate with a spir-
it of tolerance and compromise; you must
place the interests of your people and the le-
gitimate workings of the political process
above your party. Commitment to these prin-
ciples of peace and moderation are the best
means to secure a sovereign and prosperous
Lebanon.

Statement on the Death of President Omar Bongo of Gabon
June 8, 2009

I am saddened to learn of the death of Pres-
ident El Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba of Ga-
bon. President Bongo played a key role in de-
veloping and shaping the strong bilateral rela-
tionship that exists between Gabon and the
United States today. President Bongo consis-
tently emphasized the importance of seeking
compromise and striving for peace and made

protecting Gabon’s natural treasures a priority.
His work in conservation in his country and his
commitment to conflict resolution across the
continent are an important part of his legacy
and will be remembered with respect.

On behalf of the United States Govern-
ment, I offer my condolences to his family and
to the people of Gabon.
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Remarks on Fiscal Responsibility and Pay-As-You-Go Legislation
June 9, 2009

Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.
Thank you. Thank you all for joining us here in
the White House. Before I begin, I want to
comment briefly on the announcement by the
Treasury Department with regard to the finan-
cial stability plan. 

As you know, through this plan and its prede-
cessor, taxpayer dollars were used to stabilize
the financial system at a time of extraordinary
stress. And these funds were also meant to be
an investment, and they were meant to be tem-
porary. And that’s why this morning’s an-
nouncement is important. 

Several financial institutions are set to pay
back $68 billion to taxpayers. And while we
know that we will not escape the worst financial
crisis in decades without some losses to taxpay-
ers, it’s worth noting that in the first round of
repayments from these companies the Govern-
ment has actually turned a profit. 

Now, this is not a sign that our troubles are
over—far from it. The financial crisis this ad-
ministration inherited is still creating painful
challenges for businesses and families alike.
And I think everybody sees it in their own indi-
vidual districts. But it is a positive sign. We’re
seeing an initial return on a few of these invest-
ments. We’re restoring funds to the Treasury,
where they’ll be available to safeguard against
continuing risks to financial stability. And as this
money is returned, we’ll see our national debt
lessened by $68 billion, billions of dollars that
this generation will not have to borrow and fu-
ture generations will not have to repay. 

I’ve said repeatedly that I have no interest in
managing the banking system, or, for that mat-
ter, running auto companies or other private in-
stitutions. So today’s announcement is welcome
news to me. But I also want to say, the return of
these funds does not provide forgiveness for
past excesses or permission for future misdeeds.
It’s critical that as our country emerges from
this period of crisis, that we learn its lessons,
that those who seek reward do not take reckless
risk, that short-term gains are not pursued with-
out regard for long-term consequences.

At the same time, as we seek greater respon-
sibility from those in the private sector, it’s my
view and the view of those who are standing be-
hind me today, as well as those in the audience,
that greater responsibility is required on the
part of those who serve the public as well. 

As a nation, we have several imperatives at
this difficult moment in our history. We’re con-
fronting the worst recession this country has
faced in generations, and this has required ex-
traordinary investments in the short term. An-
other imperative is addressing long-deferred
priorities—health care, energy, educa-
tion—which threaten the American economy
and the well-being of American families. And
we’ve begun to tackle these problems as well.

But we are also called upon to rein in deficits
by addressing these and other challenges in a
manner that is fiscally responsible. This, in part,
requires the kind of line-by-line review of the
budget that is ongoing to remove things that we
don’t need and make the programs we do need
work more efficiently. There are billions of dol-
lars to be saved this way. But much of our effort
will entail going after the big-ticket items that
drive the deficits.

By ending unnecessary no-bid contracts and
reforming the way Government contracts are
awarded, we can save the American people up
to $40 billion every year. In addition, Secretary
Robert Gates has proposed a badly needed
overhaul of a defense contracting system rid-
dled with hundreds of billions of dollars in cost
overruns, and the cancelation of superfluous
defense systems unnecessary to combat the
threats of the 21st century.

We’re also going to eliminate unwarranted
subsidies currently lavished on health insurance
companies through Medicare, which will save
roughly $177 billion over the next decade. And
this is part of broader health reform, about
which I’ll have more to say in the coming days,
which will both cut costs and improve care. 

So all told, in the next 4 years, the deficit will
be cut in half. Over the next decade,
nondefense discretionary spending will reach its
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lowest level as a share of our national income
since we began keeping records in 1962. 

But we must go further, and one important
step we can and must take is restoring the so-
called pay-as-you-go rule, or PAYGO. This is a
rule I championed in the Senate and called for
time and again on the campaign trail. Today,
with the support of these legislators, including
the Speaker of the House, my administration
is submitting to Congress a proposal to codify
this rule into law, and I hope that the House
and Senate will act quickly to pass it. 

The pay-as-you-go rule is very simple: Con-
gress can only spend a dollar if it saves a dollar
elsewhere. And this principle guides responsi-
ble families managing a budget. And it is no
coincidence that this rule was in place when
we moved from record deficits to record sur-
pluses in the 1990s, and that when this rule
was abandoned, we returned to record deficits
that doubled the national debt. Entitlement
increases and tax cuts need to be paid for.
They’re not free, and borrowing to finance
them is not a sustainable long-term policy. 

Paying for what you spend is basic common
sense. Perhaps that’s why here in Washington
it’s been so elusive. Of course, there have been
those in Washington leading the charge to re-
store PAYGO, and many of them are here to-
day. I want to recognize Congressman George
Miller, who introduced the first PAYGO bill in
the House. I want to thank the House Blue
Dogs and their leader, especially Baron Hill,
who has been a driving force in favor of PAY-
GO. I want to acknowledge Senator Claire
McCaskill, who’s shown real leadership on this
issue in the Senate. And as I said, I want to ac-
knowledge the Speaker of the House, as well
as leader Steny Hoyer, who are here because
they understand the importance of this princi-
ple and are fully supportive of our efforts.

In fact, 2 years ago, a new Democratic Con-
gress put in place congressional rules to re-
store this principle, but could not pass legisla-
tion without the support of the administration.
I want you all to know you now have that sup-
port. 

The fact is there are few who aren’t dis-
tressed by deficits. It’s a concern that crosses
party lines, geographic boundaries, and ideo-
logical divides. But often, in the give-and-take
of the political process, the vested interests of
the few overtake the broader interests of the
many. The debate of the day drowns out those
who speak of what we may face tomorrow.
And that’s why pay-as-you-go is essential. It re-
quires Congress to navigate the ebb and flow
of politics while remaining fixed on that fiscal
horizon.

The reckless fiscal policies of the past have
left us in a very deep hole, and digging our way
out of it will take time, patience, and some
tough choices. I know that in the face of this
historic challenge there are many across this
country who are skeptical of our collective
ability to meet it. They’re not wrong to feel
that way. They’re not wrong to draw this les-
son after years in which we’ve put off difficult
decisions, in which we’ve allowed our politics
to grow smaller as our challenges grew ever
more daunting.

But I think everybody understands this is an
extraordinary moment, one in which we are
called upon not just to restore fiscal responsi-
bility, but to once again live up to the broader
responsibilities we have to one another. And I
know that we can summon that sense of
shared obligation, that we have the capacity to
change and to grow and to solve even our
toughest of problems.

And that’s at the heart of why we’re here to-
day. I appreciate the work of the people in this
room who’ve shown a willingness to make hard
choices and do the hard work that’s essential
to overcoming the challenges of the present,
while leaving our Nation better off in the fu-
ture. So this is going to be a lift. We know it’s
going to be tough. I think we can get it done,
especially with the extraordinary leadership
that is on display here today.

Thank you very much, everybody. Take
care. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.
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Message to the Congress on Proposed Pay-As-You-Go Legislation
June 9, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Today I am pleased to submit to the Con-
gress the enclosed legislative proposal, the
“Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2009,” or
“PAYGO,” together with a sectional analysis.

The deficits that my Administration inherited
reflect not only a severe economic downturn
but also years of failing to pay for new poli-
cies—including large tax cuts that dispropor-
tionately benefited the affluent. This failure of
fiscal discipline contributed to transforming
surpluses projected at the beginning of this de-
cade into trillions of dollars in deficits. I am
committed to returning our Government to a
path of fiscal discipline, and PAYGO represents
a key step back to the path of shared responsi-
bility.

PAYGO would hold us to a simple but impor-
tant principle: we should pay for new tax or en-
titlement legislation. Creating a new non-emer-
gency tax cut or entitlement expansion would
require offsetting revenue increases or spend-
ing reductions.

In the 1990s, statutory PAYGO encouraged
the tough choices that helped to move the Gov-
ernment from large deficits to surpluses, and I

believe it can do the same today. Both houses of
Congress have already taken an important step
toward righting our fiscal course by adopting
congressional rules incorporating the PAYGO
principle. But we can strengthen enforcement
and redouble our commitment by enacting
PAYGO into law.

Both the Budget I have proposed and the
Budget Resolution approved by the Congress
would cut the deficit in half by the end of my
first term, while laying a new foundation for
sustained and widely shared economic growth
through key investments in health, education,
and clean energy. Enacting statutory PAYGO
would complement these efforts and represent
an important step toward strengthening our
budget process, cutting deficits, and reducing
national debt. Ultimately, however, we will have
to do even more to restore fiscal sustainability.

I urge the prompt and favorable consider-
ation of this proposal.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 9, 2009.

Statement on the Day of Portugal, Camoes, and the Portuguese Communities
June 10, 2009

The United States and Portugal have a strong
and long-standing friendship. Today, on the
“Day of Portugal, Camoes, and the Portuguese
Communities,” people of Portuguese descent
around the world mark the date of the passing
of Portugal’s greatest poet, Luis Vaz de
Camoes. It is fitting that Camoes, who lived
from 1524 to 1580, is best known for his epic

poem, Os Lusiadas, a tribute to the golden age
of Portuguese exploration and discovery.

This Nation has greatly benefited from the
contributions of countless Portuguese Ameri-
cans. On this Day of Portugal, I proudly send
my best wishes to all who celebrate Portuguese
culture and heritage on this occasion.

Statement on the Shooting at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
June 10, 2009

I am shocked and saddened by today’s
shooting at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum. This outrageous act reminds us that

we must remain vigilant against anti-Semitism
and prejudice in all its forms. No American
institution is more important to this effort than
801



June 10 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
the Holocaust Museum and no act of violence
will diminish our determination to honor those
who were lost by building a more peaceful and
tolerant world.

Today we have lost a courageous security
guard who stood watch at this place of solemn

remembrance. My thoughts and prayers are
with his family and friends in this painful time.

NOTE: The statement referred to security offi-
cer Stephen T. Johns.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Green Bay, Wisconsin
June 11, 2009

The President. Thank you, Green Bay. It’s
good to see you. Thank you. Please, every-
body, have a seat. Thank you. It is great to be
back in Green Bay. We are hoping that both
the Packers and the Bears do better this year.
Come on, we can bring everybody together.
[Laughter]

I want to make just a few acknowledgments;
we’ve got some wonderful special guests here
today. First of all, can everybody please give
Laura a huge round of applause for sharing
her story? I want to thank our hosts, Principal
Bryan Davis and his beautiful family and Su-
perintendent Greg Maass; please gives them a
big round of applause. Your outstanding Gov-
ernor, Jim Doyle, is here; give him a big round
of applause. Lieutenant Governor Barbara
Lawton is here; give Barbara a big round of
applause. Congressman Steve Kagen is here,
Congressman. Your own mayor, Jim Schmitt,
and Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett is here as
well.

I want to thank all the tribal leaders of Wis-
consin who are with us here today. And they
couldn’t be with us, but I want to acknowledge
great leadership that you’re getting in the
United States Senate from Herb Kohl and
Russ Feingold; give them a big round of ap-
plause. 

This is a town hall meeting, but if you don’t
mind, I want to make a few comments at the
outset, sort of to frame the discussion, and
then we’ll get to the fun part, and you guys can
bombard me with questions.

As I said, I want to thank Southwest High
School for hosting us. I especially want to
thank Laura for sharing her story. It takes
courage to do that, and it takes even more

courage to battle a disease like cancer with
such grace and determination. And I know her
family is here, and they’re working and fight-
ing with her every inch of the way.

Now, Laura’s story is incredibly moving, but
sadly, it’s not unique. Every day in this coun-
try, more and more Americans are forced to
worry about not just getting well, but whether
they can afford to get well. Millions more won-
der if they can afford the routine care neces-
sary to stay well. Even for those who have
health insurance, rising premiums are strain-
ing family budgets to the breaking point, pre-
miums that have doubled over the last 9 years
and have grown at a rate three times faster
than wages. Let me repeat that. Health care
premiums have gone up three times faster
than wages have gone up. So desperately
needed procedures and treatments are put off
because the price is too high, and all it takes is
a single illness to wipe out a lifetime of savings.

Now, employers aren’t faring any better.
The costs of health care has helped leave big
corporations like GM and Chrysler at a com-
petitive disadvantage with their foreign coun-
terparts. For small businesses, it’s even worse.
One month, they’re forced to cut back on
health care benefits. The next month, they’ve
got to drop coverage. The month after that,
they have no choice but to start laying off
workers.

For the Government, the growing cost of
Medicare and Medicaid is the biggest threat to
our Federal deficit, bigger than Social Securi-
ty, bigger than all the investments that we’ve
made so far. So if you’re worried about spend-
ing, and you’re worried about deficits, you
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need to be worried about the costs of health
care.

We have the most expensive health care sys-
tem in the world, bar none. We spend almost 50
percent more per person on health care than
the next most expensive nation—50 percent
more. But here’s the thing, Green Bay: We’re
not any healthier for it; we don’t necessarily
have better outcomes. Even within our own
country, there are a lot of the places where we
spend less on health care, but actually have
higher quality than places where we spend
more. And it turns out Green Bay is a good ex-
ample. Right here in Green Bay, you get more
quality out of fewer health care dollars than
many other communities across this country.
This is something to be proud of. That’s some-
thing to be proud of. I want to repeat that. You
spend less; you have higher quality here in
Green Bay than in many parts of the country.
But across the country, spending on health care
keeps on going up and up and up, day after day,
year after year.

Now, I know that there are millions of Amer-
icans who are happy, who are content with their
health care coverage. They like their plan; they
value their relationship with their doctor. And
no matter how we reform health care, I intend
to keep this promise: If you like your doctor,
you’ll be able to keep your doctor; if you like
your health care plan, you’ll be able to keep
your health care plan.

So don’t let people scare you. If you like what
you’ve got, we’re not going to make you change.
But in order to preserve what’s best about our
health care system, we have to fix what doesn’t
work. For we’ve reached the point where doing
nothing about the cost of health care is no lon-
ger an option. The status quo is unsustainable.
If we don’t act, and act soon, to bring down
costs, it will jeopardize everybody’s health care.
If we don’t act, every American will feel the
consequences in higher premiums—which, by
the way, means lower take-home pay, because
it’s not as if those costs are all borne by your
employer; they—that’s money that could have
gone to giving you a raise—in lost jobs and
shuttered businesses, in a rising number of un-
insured, and a rising debt that our children and
their children will be paying off for decades.

If we do nothing, within a decade we will be
spending 1 out of every $5 we earn on health
care. And in 30 years, we’ll be spending 1 out of
every $3 we earn on health care. And that’s un-
tenable. It’s unacceptable. I will not allow it as
President of the United States. Now, health
care reform is not something I just cooked up
when I took office. Sometimes I hear people
say, “He’s taking on too much. Why is he”—I’m
not doing this because I don’t have enough to
do. [Laughter] We need health care reform be-
cause it’s central to our economic future. It’s
central to our long-term prosperity as a nation.
In past years and decades, there may have been
some disagreement on this point, but not any-
more. Today, we’ve already built an unprece-
dented coalition of people who are ready to re-
form our health care system: physicians and
health insurers, businesses and workers, Demo-
crats and Republicans.

A few weeks ago, some of these groups com-
mitted to doing something that would’ve been
unthinkable just a few years ago: They promised
to work together to cut national health care
spending by $2 trillion over the next decade.
And that will bring down costs; it will bring
down premiums. That’s exactly the kind of co-
operation we need.

But the question now is, how do we finish the
job? How do we permanently bring down costs
and make quality, affordable health care avail-
able to every single American? And my view is
that reform should be guided by a simple prin-
ciple: We will fix what’s broken, and we build
on what works.

In some cases there’s broad agreement on
the steps we should take. So in our Recovery
Act that we already passed——

[At this point, 2-year-old Grant Perry waved his
cap at the President.]

The President. Hey, buddy—my guy in the
cap, he was waving at me. [Laughter] 

In the Recovery Act, we’ve already made in-
vestments in health IT—that’s information
technologies—and electronic medical records
that will reduce medical errors, save lives, save
money, and still ensure privacy. We also need to
invest in prevention and wellness programs to
help Americans live longer and healthier lives.
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But the real cost savings will come from
changing the incentives of a system that auto-
matically equates expensive care with better
care. We’ve got to move from address-
ing—we’ve got to address flaws that increase
profits but don’t actually increase the quality
of care for patients.

We have to ask why places like Geisinger
Health systems in rural Pennsylvania or Inter-
mountain Health in Salt Lake City or commu-
nities like Green Bay can offer high-quality
care at costs well below average, but other
places in America can’t. We need to identify
the best practices across the country, learn
from the successes, and then duplicate those
successes everywhere else.

And we should change the warped incen-
tives that reward doctors and hospitals based
on how many tests and procedures they do,
even if those tests and procedures aren’t nec-
essary or result from medical mistakes. Doc-
tors didn’t get into the medical profession to
be counters—bean-counters or paper-push-
ers. They’re not interested in spending all
their time acting like lawyers or business exec-
utives. They became doctors to heal people,
and that’s what we have to free them to be
able to do.

We also have to provide Americans who
can’t afford health insurance more affordable
options. That’s a economic imperative, but it’s
also a moral imperative, because we know that
when somebody doesn’t have health insur-
ance, they’re forced to get treatment at the ER
and all of us end up paying for it. The average
family pays a thousand dollars in extra premi-
ums to pay for people going to the emergency
room who don’t have health insurance. So
you’re already subsidizing other folks; it’s just
you’re subsidizing the most expensive care.
You’d be better off subsidizing to make sure
they were getting regular checkups. We’re al-
ready paying for it; it’s just it’s hidden in your
premiums.

So what we’re working on is the creation of
something called the Health Insurance Ex-
change, which would allow you to one-stop
shop for a health care plan, compare benefits
and prices, choose the plan that’s best for you.
If you’re happy with your plan, you keep it.

None of these plans, though, would be able to
deny coverage on the basis of preexisting con-
ditions. 

Every plan should include an affordable,
basic benefits package. And if you can’t afford
one of these plans, we should provide you
some assistance to make sure that you can. So
I also strongly believe that one of the options
in the exchange should be a public insurance
option. And the reason is not because we want
a Government takeover of health care—I’ve
already said, if you’ve got a private plan that
works for you, that’s great—but we want some
competition. If the private insurance compa-
nies have to compete with a public option, it’ll
keep them honest, and it’ll keep—help keep
their prices down.

Now, covering more Americans is obviously
going to require some money up front. We’ll
save money when they stop going to the emer-
gency room and getting regular checkups, but
it’s going to cost some money up front. Help-
ing families lower their costs, there’s going to
be a cost to this, and it comes at a time when
we don’t have a lot of extra money to spend,
let’s be honest. When I came in, we had a $1.3
trillion deficit. And with the economic reces-
sion that we’re going through, tax revenues are
down—I was talking to Governor Doyle—tax
revenues are down; more people are seeking
help from the State. So we’ve got a lot of pres-
sure on our budget.

So that’s why I’ve already promised that re-
form cannot add to our deficit over the next 10
years. And to make that happen, we’ve already
identified hundreds of billions of dollars worth
of savings in our budget, savings that will come
from steps like reducing Medicare overpay-
ments to insurance companies and rooting out
waste and fraud and abuse in both Medicare
and Medicaid. And I’ll be outlining hundreds
of billions of dollars more in savings in the
days to come. And I’ll be honest, even with
these savings, reform will require some addi-
tional upfront resources. And that’s why I’ve
proposed that we scale back how much the
highest income Americans can deduct on their
tax—taxes back—take it back to the rate that
existed under the Reagan years, and we could
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use some of that money to help finance health
care reform.

Now, in all these reforms, our goal is simple:
the highest quality health care at the lowest
possible cost. Let me repeat what I said before.
We want to fix what’s broken, build on what
works. As Congress moves forward on health
care legislation in the coming weeks, there are
going to be different ideas and disagreements
about how to achieve this goal. And I welcome
all ideas; we’ve got to have a good debate. What
I will not welcome, what I will not accept, is
endless delay or denial that reform needs to
happen.

Because when it comes to health care, this
country can’t continue on its current path. I
know that there are some who will say that it’s
too expensive. I know some people say it’s too
complicated. But I can assure you the cost of
doing nothing is going to be a lot higher in the
years to come. Our deficits will be higher. Our
premiums will keep going up. Our wages will be
lower. Our jobs will be fewer. Our businesses
will suffer.

So to those who criticize our efforts, I ask
them, “What’s the alternative? What else do we
say to all the families who spend more on health
care than on housing or on food? What do we
tell those businesses that are choosing between
closing their doors and letting their workers go?
What do we say to Americans like Laura, a
woman who has worked all her life, whose hus-
band has worked, whose family has done every-
thing right, a brave and proud woman whose
child’s school recently took up a penny drive to
help pay her medical bills? What do we tell
them?”

Here’s what I’m going to tell them. That after
decades of inaction, we have finally decided to
fix what’s broken about health care in America.
We have finally decided it’s time to give every
American quality health care at an affordable
cost. We have decided to invest in reforms that
will bring costs down now. We’ve decided to
bring costs down now and in the future. And
we’ve decided to change the system so that our
doctors and health care providers are free to do
what they trained and studied and worked so
hard to do: to make people well again. That’s
what we can do in this country right now, at this

moment. So I don’t want to accept “no” for an
answer. We need to get this done, but I’m going
to need your help. That’s why I want your
thoughts, your questions on this and any other
issues.

Thank you very much, Green Bay. God bless
you. Thank you. All right. Thank you.

All right. Okay. Here’s what we’re going to
do. I’ve got about 15, 20 minutes. Everybody sit
down. [Laughter] And here’s how we’re going
to work it. There are no prearranged questions
here. You just raise your hand. I haven’t prese-
lected anybody. I’m going to go girl-boy-girl-
boy—[laughter]—so that I’m not accused of bi-
as in any way, all right. And I won’t be able to
get to every single question, but I’ll try to get to
as many as possible.

So there are microphones in the audience. If
you can wait until the microphone comes to
you, and that way everybody will be able to hear
your question. Stand up and introduce yourself
as well; that will be helpful.

This young lady right here, right here, since
you’re near a microphone. There you go.

Overhaul of Health Care System

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. I am Pau-
lette Garren. As a self-employed individual, I
spend approximately $8,000 annually on my
health insurance premium, and it’s a $2,000 de-
ductible, no dental, no vision, no prescription
coverage. As my business is declining and be-
cause of the economy we have, I am now in a
situation where I’m taking savings to help pay
for food and housing, because I also still don’t
want to lose my health insurance. And I will be
frank and honest with you, I am a supporter of a
single-payer system over any other system, be-
cause I do—[applause]—thank you—I do be-
lieve that it will meet your three criteria and be
the most economically feasible plan that we
have.

When you were speaking, you mentioned
that if we go with a public and a private option,
that the public option will keep the private in-
surers honest. My concern is that we will end
up in a situation like we have with Medicare,
where Medicare is basically a subsidy of private
insurance companies, because folks are able to
buy Medicare Advantage. It seems to me that
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we would take that same scenario and increase
it outward for the entire country. And that is
why I still support single-payer, and I know
that at one point you did, and I would ask that
it still be on the table for consideration. And
thank you so much for your time.

The President. All right. Thank you for the
great question.

Let me just talk about some of the different
options that are out there, because sometimes
there’s been confusion in the press and the
public, and people use, you know, politics in
talking about the issue. There are some folks
who say, “socialized medicine.” You hear that
all the time, “socialized medicine.” Well, so-
cialized medicine would mean that the Gov-
ernment would basically run all of health care.
They would hire the doctors; they would run
the hospitals. They’d just run the whole thing.
Great Britain has a system of socialized medi-
cine. Nobody is talking about doing that, all
right? So when you hear people saying “social-
ized medicine,” understand I don’t know any-
body in Washington who is proposing that,
certainly not me.

Socialized medicine is different from a sin-
gle-payer plan. Now, the way a single-payer
plan works is that you still have private doc-
tors, private hospitals, providers, et cetera, but
everything is reimbursed through a single pay-
er, usually the Government. So Medicare
would be an example of a single-payer plan.
Doctors don’t work for Medicare, but Medi-
care reimburses for services that are provided
to seniors who are on Medicare. There have
been proposals to have, essentially, Medicare
for all, a single-payer plan for all Americans,
and—[applause]—that person likes it. [Laugh-
ter] So there have—and there are some ap-
pealing things to a single-payer plan, and there
are some countries where that’s worked very
well.

Here is the thing. We’re not starting from
scratch. We’ve already got—because of all
kinds of historical reasons, we have primarily a
employer-based system that uses private insur-
ers alongside a Medicare plan for people
above a certain age, and then you’ve got Med-
icaid for folks who are very poor and don’t
have access to health care. So we’ve got sort of

a patchwork system. And it was my belief and
continues to be my belief that whatever we
might do if we were just starting from scratch,
that it was important, in order to get it done
politically but also to minimize disruptions to
families, that we start with what we have, as
opposed to try to completely scrap the system
and start all over again.

And so what my attitude was, if you’ve got
an employer-based system—and a lot of peo-
ple still get their health insurance through
their jobs—obviously, you’re self-employed, so
this is a different category, but the majority of
people still get their health insurance through
their employer. Rather than completely dis-
rupt things for them, my attitude is, let them
keep the health insurance that they’ve got, the
doctors that they have. There’s still a role for
private insurance, but number one, let’s have
insurance reform so that you can’t eliminate
people for preexisting conditions, so that
there’s none of the cherry-picking that’s going
on to try to just get the healthiest people in-
sured and get rid of the sick people. Right? So
you’ve got to set up some rules for how insur-
ance companies operate.

Number two, that for people who are self-
employed, for small businesses, for others,
they should have an option that they can go to
if they can’t get insurance through the private
marketplace. That’s why I’ve said that I think a
public option would make sense. What that
then does is it gives people a choice. If they’re
happy with what they’ve got, if they’re em-
ployed by somebody who provides them with
good health care, you can keep it; you don’t
have to do anything. But if you don’t have
health insurance, then you have an option
available to you.

Now, how this debate is evolving in Wash-
ington, unfortunately, sometimes kind of falls
into the usual politics, right? So what you’ve
heard is some folks on the other side saying,
“I’m opposed to a public option because that’s
going to lead to Government running your
health care system.” Now, I don’t know how
clearly I can say this, but let me try to repeat it.
If you’ve got health insurance that you’re hap-
py with through the private sector, then we’re
not going to force you to do anything. All we’re
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saying is, for the 46 million people who don’t
have health insurance or for people who’ve got
health insurance, like you, who are self-em-
ployed but the premiums and the deductibles
are so high that you almost never get prevention
services—you put off going to a doctor until
you’re really sick because of the out-of-pocket
expenses—let’s change some of those incen-
tives so that we get more people getting preven-
tion, more people getting health care to keep
them healthy, as opposed to just treating them
when they get sick.

And I think that we can come up with a sensi-
ble, commonsense way that’s not disruptive,
that still has room for insurance companies and
the private sector, but that does not put people
in the position where they are potentially bank-
rupt every time they get sick. Now, how this de-
bate is going to evolve over the next 8
weeks—I’m very open-minded. And if people
can show me, here’s a good idea and here’s how
we can get it done, and it’s not something I’ve
thought of, I’m happy to steal people’s ideas.
[Laughter] I’m not ideologically driven one way
or another about it.

So the one thing that I do think is critically
important, though, is for self-employed peo-
ple—because there are a lot of self-employed
people here and a lot of small-businesspeo-
ple—they don’t have the ability to pool their
health insurance risk. And what that means
is—part of the reason that, typically, if you work
for a big company, you get a better deal on
health insurance than if you’re just working for
a small company is because there’s a bigger
pool. And that means that each of us have a cer-
tain risk of getting sick, but if that’s spread
around, everybody’s premiums can be lowered
because the total risk for everybody is some-
what lower.

If you’re self-employed, you don’t have ac-
cess to that same pool. And part of what we
have to do—and that’s where a public plan po-
tentially comes in, or at least some mechanism
to allow you to join a big pool. That will help
drive down your costs immediately: your out-of-
pocket costs for premiums, lower your deduct-
ibles. And what I’d like to see, as I said, is that
every plan includes not only prohibitions
against discriminating against people with pre-

existing conditions, but also every plan should
have incentives for people to use preventive
services and wellness programs so that they can
stay healthier.

You are somebody who I think can be direct-
ly impacted and directly helped if Congress gets
this thing done and gets it on my desk, I hope,
by sometime in October of this year. All right?

Okay, it’s a guy’s turn. It’s a guy’s turn. All
right, this gentleman in the suit.

Health Care Quality

Q. Welcome to Green Bay, Mr. President.
It’s an honor to have you here.

The President. Thank you, sir.
Q. My name is John Corpus. I am fortunate

enough to be here with my 10-year-old daugh-
ter, who is missing her last day of school for this.
I hope she doesn’t get in trouble.

The President. Oh, no. [Laughter] Do you
need me to write a note?

Q. I’ll take you up on that, actually, Mr. Pres-
ident.

The President. All right, go ahead. I’ll start
writing it now. What’s your name?

Q. John Corpus.
The President. No, her. [Laughter]
Q. Well, considering I have some people

here from work that are very interested in——
The President. No, no, I’m serious though.

What’s your daughter’s name?
Q. Her name is Kennedy.
The President. Kennedy. All right, that’s a

cool name. [Laughter]
Q. That’s a very cool name, thank you.
The President. All right, I’m going to write to

Kennedy’s teacher. [Laughter] Okay, go ahead;
I’m listening to your question.

Q. Thank you, sir. I work in the health sys-
tem, and we work with employers; we work
with payers, brokers, everybody to try to lower
costs for employers. We have retail health clin-
ics, walk-in clinics, regular primary clinics, and
an emergency department. And everybody is
trying to do something now, but all I’m hearing
is about what’s going to happen long term.

And my question is, what is a timeline that
we have set up for this? What do you see hap-
pening, especially in the area of working with
employers to either offer more insurance, or for
807



June 11 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
the uninsured, being able to get them some-
thing now?

The President. Well, look, we’re not going to
be able—whatever reforms we set up, it will
probably take a couple of years to get it in
place. 

[The President wrote a note and handed it to
Kennedy Corpus.]

The President. Here you go, Kennedy.
There you go. You’ve got it. [Laughter]

All right. So whatever reforms we pass,
we’re not—it’s going to take a couple of years
to get all the reforms and all the systems in
place. There are some things that I think we
should be able to do fairly quickly, for exam-
ple, the preexisting condition issue. Some of
the insurance reform issues I think we should
be able to get in place more rapidly.

The thing that I think we’re going to have to
spend the most time thinking about and really
get right—and you probably know more about
this than I do, because you’re working with a
lot of these employers and insurers and so
forth—is how do we change the medical deliv-
ery systems that can either drive costs way up
and decrease quality or drive costs down and
improve quality?

Let me describe to you what’s happening,
part of the reason that Green Bay is doing a
better job than some other countries—some
other parts of the country. There are places
where doctors typically work together as
teams. And they start off asking themselves,
“How can we provide the best possible care
for this patient?” And because they’re coordi-
nating, they don’t order a bunch of duplicative
tests. And the primary care physician who ini-
tially sees the patient is in contact with all the
specialists so that in one meeting they can con-
sult with each other and make a series of deci-
sions. And then they don’t overprescribe, and
they make decisions about how quickly you
can get somebody out of a hospital, because
oftentimes being in a hospital actually increas-
es the incidence of infection, for example. So
there are a whole series of decisions that can
be made that improve quality, increase coordi-
nation, but actually lower costs.

Now, the problem is more and more what
our health care system is doing is it’s incentiv-
izing each doctor individually to say, “How
many tests can I perform? Because the more
tests I perform, the more I get paid.” And it
may not even be a conscious decision on the
part of the doctor; it’s just that the medical sys-
tem starts getting in bad habits. And it’s driven
from a business mentality instead of a mentali-
ty of how do we make patients better?

And so what you’ve got is a situation where,
for example, the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minnesota, is famous for some of the best
quality and some of the lowest cost. People are
healthier coming out of there; they do great.
And then you’ve got places—there’s a town in
McAllen, Texas, where costs are actually a
third higher than they are at Mayo, but the
outcomes are worse.

So the key for us is to figure out, how do we
take all the good ideas in the Mayo Clinic and
spread them all across the country so that that
becomes the dominant culture for providing
health care? That’s going to take some time. It
involves changing how we reimburse doctors.
It involves doctors forming teams and working
in a more cooperative way. And that’s kind of a
slow, laborious process.

So here’s the bottom line: If we pass health
care reform this year, my expectation would be
that immediately, families are going to see
some relief on some issues, but we will not
have the whole system perfectly set up proba-
bly until, say, 4 or 5 years from now. And I
think that’s a realistic time frame.

But if we wait, if we said, well, you know,
since we’re not going to get it right right away,
let’s put this off until 2 or 4 or 5 years from
now, it’s never going to happen. That’s what’s
been going on for the last 50 years now; people
have said we can’t do it right now, and as a
consequence, it never gets done. Now is the
time to do it, all right?

Okay, it’s a girl’s turn. This young lady right
there.

Preventative Care/Bipartisanship on Health
Care Reform

Q. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. President.
You’ve talked a little bit about the
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Government plan and the competition with
other insurance companies, and we all know
that in the insurance business, everything is
about managing risk. And I guess I’d like to
know what your vision is for how we would
better manage the risk, especially if there is
going to be a Government program. What’s
your philosophy about primary care and the
role of primary care? Do you subscribe to the
medical home theory? How do you engage
patients in this model so that that risk can be
better managed, and we can, ultimately, result
in a population that has better health at a lower
cost?

The President. You sound very knowledge-
able. Are you in the health care system?

Q. Yes, I am. My name is Chris Woleske, and
I’m with Bellin Health.

The President. Well, look, in some ways you
answered your own question, because I think
that the more we are incentivizing high-quality
primary care, prevention, wellness, manage-
ment of chronic illnesses, the I mean, one of the
things that it turns out is that about 20 percent
of the patients account for 80 percent of the
care and the costs of the health care system.
And if we can get somebody, first of all, who is
overweight to lose weight so that they don’t be-
come diabetic, we save tons of money. Even af-
ter they’ve become diabetic, if we are working
with them to manage their regimen of treat-
ments in a steady way, then it might cost us
$150, when you prorate the costs, for a counsel-
or to call the diabetic on a regular basis to make
sure they’re taking their meds, and as a conse-
quence, we don’t pay $30,000 for a foot ampu-
tation. All right? So there are all sorts of ways
that I think that we want to improve care, and
that helps us manage risk.

Now, people are still going to get sick, and
there are still going to be really catastrophic
costs. And there have been a lot of ideas floated
around in Congress: Are there ways that we can
help to underwrite some of the catastrophic
care that takes place, so that would help lower
premiums? I’m open to a whole range of these
ideas, and one of the things—one of the ap-
proaches that I’ve tried to take is to not just put
down my plan and say, “It’s my way or the high-
way.” First of all, one of the things it turns out is

Congress doesn’t really like you to just tell them
exactly what to do. [Laughter] Steve Kagen can
testify to that. [Laughter] So it’s always better to
be in a collaborative mode and to listen.

But part of the reason is, it’s not just the poli-
tics of it, it’s also because these are genuinely
complicated issues, and nobody has all the right
answers. So what we have to do is to find the 80
percent of stuff that everybody agrees on,
things like electronic medical records that can
eliminate errors in hospitals. Because right now
nurses can’t read the doctors’ handwriting, but
if it comes out on a PDA that they’re reading,
then they’re more likely to be accurate. And re-
ducing paperwork—everybody agrees, there’s
no reason why you should have to fill out five,
six, eight forms every time you go to see a doc-
tor. Everybody knows that. Huge amounts of
wasted money. Electronic billing and billing
that you can understand, everybody knows
that’s something that needs to be done.

So there are things that can be done that Re-
publican, Democrat, liberal, conservative, we
all know need to happen. The challenge is going
to revolve around, how do we deal with the 20
percent of the stuff where people disagree?

This whole issue of the public plan is a good
example, by the way. I mean, right now a num-
ber of my Republican friends have said, “We
can’t support anything with a public option.” It’s
not clear that it’s based on any evidence as
much as it is their thinking, their fear, that
somehow, once you have a public plan that
Government will take over the entire health
care system. I mean, I’m trying to be fair in pre-
senting what their basic concern is. And that’s
going to be a significant debate. And what we’re
trying to explain is, is that all we’re trying to
make sure of is, is that there is an option out
there for people where the public—where the
free market fails. And we’ve got to admit that
the free market has not worked perfectly when
it comes to health care, because you’ve got a lot
of people who are really getting hurt: 46 million
uninsured, a whole more—bunch of more peo-
ple who are underinsured who are seeing their
premiums and deductibles rise. So I think a lot
of the questions you’re asking, those details are
exactly what we’re trying to work out.
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This next 8 weeks is going to be critical,
though. And you need to be really paying at-
tention and putting pressure on your Mem-
bers of Congress to say, there’s no excuses. If
we don’t get it done this year, we’re probably
not going to get it done. And understand, even
if you’re happy with your health care right
now, if you look at the trends, remember what
I said. Your premiums are going up three
times faster than your wages and your in-
comes. So just kind of extrapolate, think about
what does that mean for you 5 years from now
or 10 years from now? If nothing changes,
then you, essentially, are going to be going
more—deeper and deeper into your pocket to
keep the health care that you’ve got. And at
some point, your employers may decide, we
just can’t afford it. And there are a lot of peo-
ple where that’s happened, where their em-
ployers suddenly say, either you can’t afford it
or you’ve got to pay a much bigger share of
your health care.

So don’t think that somehow just by stand-
ing still, just because you’re doing okay now,
that you’re going to be doing good 5 years
from now. We’ve got to catch the problem
now before it overwhelms our entire economy.

All right, it’s a guy’s turn. It’s a guy’s turn.
This gentleman right here, right there in the
blue shirt. There you go.

Education Reform

Q. I don’t know if I need a microphone or
not——

The President. Oh, you got a good voice, but
we still want to give you a microphone. Hold
on a second. Where’s my mike people? Here
we go.

Q. My name is Matt Stein. I’m a teacher.
I’ve been in education for almost 20 years. 

The President. Thank you, Matt. What do
you teach? What do you teach?

Q. I teach at North Central Area schools in
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

The President. Outstanding. 
Q. UP, baby! [Laughter]
Q. UP power, Yoopers. [Laughter]
The President. Is that what you call your-

selves, Yoopers?
Q. Yes. [Laughter] 

The President. Okay, that’s cool. All right. 
Q. Proudly we call ourselves Yoopers.

[Laughter]
One of the things that I’ve learned in educa-

tion in the last 20 years is that the system is not
broken. And it bothers me when I hear politi-
cians, and even my President, say that our ed-
ucational system is broken. Not to insult you,
but——

The President. I don’t feel insulted. 
Q. Good. This system works in cases. There

are great things happening in Green Bay and
Appleton and all over the UP. And there are
things that can be reproduced. My question is,
when will the focus be on reproducing those
things—smaller classrooms, creating commu-
nities in your classrooms—and moving the fo-
cus away from single-day testing and test-driv-
en outcomes?

The President. Well, all right—well, let me,
first of all, thank you for teaching. My sister is
a teacher, and I think there is no more noble a
profession than helping to train the next gen-
eration of Americans.

I completely agree with you that there is a
lot of good stuff going on in American educa-
tion. The problem is, is that it’s uneven. And,
well, let me put it this way. There are actually
two problems. In some places, it is completely
broken. In some urban communities, where
you’ve got 50 percent of the kids dropping out,
you only have 1 out of every 10 children who
are graduating at grade level, this system is
broken for them.

Q. You have crime—[inaudible].
The President. Well, I’m going to get to

that. I mean, we can’t have too big of a debate
here. You got your question. [Laughter] Don’t
worry, though, I’m going to answer your ques-
tion.

So there are some places where it really is
completely broken. And there, yes, a lot of it
has to do with poverty and families that are in
bad shape. And there are all kinds of reasons.
And yet, even there, there are schools that
work. So the question is, why is it that some
schools are working and some schools aren’t,
even in the worst circumstances, and why
don’t we duplicate what works in those schools
so that all kids have a chance?
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Now, in other places, Green Bay and Apple-
ton and many communities throughout Wiscon-
sin and Michigan, the average public school is
actually doing a reasonably good job. But can I
still say that even if you factor out the urban
schools, we are falling behind when it comes to
math; our kids are falling behind when it comes
to science. There—we have kind of settled into
mediocrity when we compare ourselves to other
advanced countries and wealthy countries.
That’s a problem because the reason that Amer-
ica over the last hundred years has consistently
been the wealthiest nation is because we’ve also
been the most educated nation.

It used to be by a pretty sizable factor: We
had the highest high school graduation rates; we
had the highest college graduation rates; we had
the highest number of Ph.D.s, the highest num-
ber of engineers and scientists. We used to be
head and shoulders above other countries when
it came to education. We aren’t anymore. We’re
sort of in the middle of the pack now among
wealthy, advanced, industrialized countries.

So even with the good schools, we’ve got to
pick up the pace, because the world has gotten
competitive. The Chinese, the Indians, they’re
coming at us, and they’re coming at us hard.
And they’re hungry, and they’re really buckling
down. And they watch our kids—their kids
watch a lot less TV than our kids do, play a lot
fewer video games; they’re in the classroom a
lot longer. 

So here’s the bottom line: We’ve got to im-
prove; we’ve got to step up our game, which
brings me to the next point in your question,
which is, how do we do that? I agree with you
that if all we’re doing is spreading around a lot
of standardized tests and teaching to the test,
that’s not improving our education system. All
right?

And so there’s a saying in Illinois I learned
when I was down in a lot of rural communities.
They said, “Just weighing a pig doesn’t fatten
it.” [Laughter] You can weigh it all the time, but
it’s not making the hog fatter. So the point be-
ing, if we’re—all we’re doing is testing and then
teaching to the test, that doesn’t assure that
we’re actually improving educational outcomes.

We do need to have accountability, however.
We do need to measure progress with our kids.

Maybe it’s just one standardized test, plus port-
folios of work that kids are doing, plus observing
the classroom. There can be a whole range of
assessments, but we do have to have some kind
of accountability, number one.

Number two, we do have to upgrade the pro-
fessional development for our teachers. I mean,
we still have a lot of teachers who are—we’ve
got a lot of teachers who are well-meaning, but
they’re teaching science, and they didn’t major
in science, and they don’t necessarily know sci-
ence that well. And they certainly don’t know
how to make science interesting. So we’ve got
to give them the chance to train and become
better teachers. We’ve got to recruit more
teachers, train them better, retain them better,
match them up with master teachers who are
doing excellent work so that they are upgrading
their skills.

If after all that training, the teacher is still not
very good, we’ve got to ask that teacher, proba-
bly, there are a lot of other professions out
there; you should try one. I mean, I’m just be-
ing blunt, but we’re going to have to pick up the
pace.

Now, the key point I want to make is this: We
should focus on what works, based on good da-
ta. And Arne Duncan, my Secretary of Educa-
tion, this guy is just obsessed with improving
our education system. He is focused a hundred
percent on it, and he is completely committed
to teachers. He—we think that teachers are the
most important ingredient in good schools.
We’re going to do whatever works to help
teachers do a better job. We’re going to elimi-
nate those things that don’t help teachers do a
good job. Some of it is going to require more
money, so in our Recovery Act, we had more
money for improving curriculums, teacher
training, recruitment, a lot of these things. But
you can’t just put more money without reform,
and so some of it is demanding more account-
ability and more reform.

There’s one other ingredient, though, and
that is parents. We’ve got to have parents put-
ting more emphasis on education with our kids.
That’s how we’re all going to be able to pick up
our game. 

So, all right, I’ve got time for one more ques-
tion, and I’m going to go with this young lady
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right here who’s got a picture of me, I guess.
[Laughter]

Q. We’re very strong supporters of you. We
followed you at the campaign rally back in
September. I took my 5-month-old son. His
name is Daniel Clay Stevens, and he’s enrolled
in the Oneida Nation of Indians of Wisconsin. 

The President. There you go.
Q. And we were fortunate enough that you

got to hold him. You actually called him “ador-
able”; I don’t know if you remember.

The President. I’m sure he was. [Laughter] I
do.

Q. I was just wondering if you’d be able to
sign this for me. Okay. Thanks.

The President. Well, I can sign that, yes. I’ll
ask—I’ll get one more question. I’ll be happy
to sign it. So it’s a young lady, sir. Everybody is
pointing at this young lady, so she must be re-
ally important—[laughter]—or very popular.

Personal Responsibility for Health Care/
Health of the Youth

Q. Well, my name is Jean Marsh. I am the
president of the Green Bay School Board, and
I’m also a registered nurse, and I work at Saint
Vincent Hospital. My question centers on
wellness and personal responsibility for one’s
health care. Could you talk about how your re-
forms would incorporate wellness and encour-
aging people to take more responsibility for
their own health care?

The President. Yes. Well, I think it’s a great
question. For those of you who are—still have
employer-based care, one of the things that
we’ve been doing is meeting with companies
who are really doing some innovative things to
encourage their employees to get well.
So—and some of it involved financial incen-
tives. So these employers, they’ll say, you know
what, we provide for your health insurance,
but if you quit smoking, you will see money in
your pockets in the form of lower premiums; if
you lose weight, you will see an incentive,
money in your pocket. Then they set up gyms
or arrange for club memberships for their em-
ployees. Then what they do is they set up a
computerized system so you can check your
progress on an ongoing basis, just by logging
on through the company.

So there are a whole range of steps that a lot
of employers are taking to help encourage
that, and what we want to do is to work with
those employers to give every company an in-
centive to do the right thing with their em-
ployees.

Now, for those who don’t have an employ-
er-based system, or they’re going through
Medicare or Medicaid or what have you, any
time that we can reimburse for preventive
care—getting a regular mammogram or a pap
smear or just having a regular checkup for co-
lon cancer—to the extent that we are encour-
aging reimbursements on those items, then
hopefully, people will utilize them more.

But I think that this is extraordinarily im-
portant. We can all take steps to become
healthier. And there’s nothing wrong with us
giving a little bit of a nudge in moving people
in the direction of healthier lifestyles.

But look, the—it’s hard, and changing hab-
its are hard, and it starts with our children,
which is why, as a part of our overall health
care reform, we’ve also got to talk about, for
example, our school lunch programs. If—and,
you know, you’re at the head of a school board,
as well as a nurse; I know you’re struggling
with this. The cheapest way to feed all the kids
is to have the frozen tater tots, and you get
them out, and you heat them up, and then
you’ve got pizza and fries. And then the soda
companies, they all say, “We’ll put in a free so-
da machine in there so the kids can have as
much soda as they want.” And pretty soon our
kids are seeing their rates of type 2 diabetes
skyrocket. They’re not getting the exercise, be-
cause a lot of schools are running out of money
when it comes to PE. Kids are sitting in front
of the TV all day long. 

Michelle and I always used to talk—when
we were kids, folks our age and over will re-
member this—[laughter]—basically, your
folks, like, especially during the summer, you
would leave at 8, and then maybe you came
home for some lunch, and then you’d be gone
until dark, and you’d come back in. And that
whole time you were out there running
around. Well, kids aren’t doing that. Now,
some of it is safety issues, and that’s why pub-
lic safety is important; having playgrounds is
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important; having adults who are willing to vol-
unteer for Little League and basketball leagues,
and all—that’s all important. But we’ve got to
get our children into healthier habits. That in
turn will lead to healthier adults.

And so Government can’t do all of this. I’m
the first one to acknowledge this. That’s why
I’m always puzzled when people—they go out
there creating this bogeyman about how, you
know, “Obama wants Government-run”—I
don’t want Government to run stuff. Like I said,
I’ve got enough stuff to do. [Laughter] I’ve got
North Korea, and I’ve got Iran. And I’ve got Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. And I don’t know where
people get this idea that I want to run stuff or I
want Government to run stuff. I would—I think
it’d be great if the health care system was work-
ing perfectly, and we didn’t have to be involved
at all. That would be wonderful. That’s not how
it’s worked. We’ve got a 50-year experiment in
that. It’s not worked well. 

So I actually think that if everybody has a
pragmatic attitude about this problem, they say,
we’re all going to have to do our part; families
are going to have to do their part by being
healthier; employers do their parts by encour-
aging their employers to be healthier; Govern-
ment doing its part by making sure that those
people who are working very hard but still don’t
have health insurance or their premiums are
getting too sky-high, that they’re getting
some—a hand up; insurance companies, drug
companies doing their parts by not price goug-
ing or trying to cut people out of the system;
if—hospitals adopting best practices—if we’re
doing all those pieces, then we can start bend-
ing this cost curve down.

And that’s one last point I want to make, be-
cause what you’ll hear during this debate over
the next several weeks is people will also say the
deficit and the debt are skyrocketing, and that’s
the reason why we can’t afford to do health re-
form. So I just want to repeat: The single big-
gest problem we have in terms of the debt and
the deficit is health care; it’s Medicare and
Medicaid. That is—when you hear all these
projections about all these trillions of dollars
and red ink going out as far as the eye can see,
almost all of that is because of the increase in

Medicare and Medicaid costs that are going up
much, much faster than inflation.

It’s undoubtedly true that this economic cri-
sis has hurt our budget situation, because again,
a lot less money is coming in from corporate
taxes, sales taxes, et cetera. So that reduces the
amount of money coming in at the same time as
we’re having to put a lot more money out for
food stamps and for unemployment insurance
and all kinds of other help that people need
when they get thrown out of their jobs; subsi-
dizing COBRA so they can keep their health
care. That’s contributed to some of it.

Some of it is that I have proposed some in-
vestments in education and in energy and in
health information technologies. But there was
just an article in the New York Times yesterday
that showed that all that stuff, everything that
I’ve proposed—my stimulus package, what
we’ve done in terms of bailing out the financial
system, all that stuff—that accounts for maybe
7, 8 percent of what you’ve seen in terms of in-
creased debt and deficits. The real problem is
Medicaid and Medicare. That’s the nightmare
scenario. If we can bend the curve, the cost
curve down so that health care inflation is no
more than ordinary inflation, it’s matching up
with the amount of increases that you’re seeing
on your paychecks, in your wages and your in-
comes, then we’re going to be okay. And if
I—we don’t get a handle on it, we’re not going
to be okay. It doesn’t matter, you know, that we
eliminate earmarks or do all that other stuff.
That won’t make any difference; we’ll still be
consumed by huge debt for the next generation.

That’s why it’s so important, that’s why we’re
going to get it done, that’s why I need your
help, Green Bay. Thank you, everybody. God
bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. at
Southwest High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to cancer patient Laura Klitzka, who in-
troduced the President, her husband Pete, and
their children Taylor and Logan; and Mary Pat
Mallien, teacher, Aldo Leopold Community
School. He also referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng.
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Statement on Senate Passage of Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control
Legislation
June 11, 2009

Today the Senate passed the “Family Smok-
ing and Tobacco Control Act,” which has en-
joyed broad, bipartisan support in both Hous-
es of Congress. Once the legislation is re-
turned to the House for final passage, it will
make history by giving the scientists and medi-
cal experts at the FDA the power to take sensi-
ble steps that will reduce tobacco’s harmful ef-
fects and prevent tobacco companies from
marketing their products to children. 

Each year, Americans pay nearly $100 bil-
lion in added health care costs due to smoking.
Each day, about 1,000 young people under the

age of 18 become regular smokers. And at any
given moment, millions are struggling with
their habit or worrying about loved ones who
smoke. My administration is committed to
protecting our children and reforming our
health care system, and moving forward with
commonsense tobacco control measures is an
integral part of that process. I look forward to
signing this bill into law and to working with
HHS Secretary Sebelius and FDA Commis-
sioner Hamburg on its implementation.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1256.

Remarks on Congressional Passage of Smoking Prevention and Tobacco
Control Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters
June 12, 2009

The President. Good afternoon. I just want-
ed to give a quick statement about the kids to-
bacco legislation that passed the Senate yester-
day.

This bill has obviously been a long time
coming. We’ve known for years, even decades,
about the harmful, addictive, and often deadly
effects of tobacco products. Each year, Ameri-
cans pay nearly $100 billion in added health
care costs due to smoking. Each day, about a
thousand young people under the age of 18
become regular smokers.

For over a decade, leaders of both parties
have fought to prevent tobacco companies
from marketing their products to children and
provide the public with the information they
need to understand what a dangerous habit
this is. And after a decade of opposition, all of
us are finally about to achieve the victory with
this bill, a bill that truly defines change in
Washington.

I’m proud that the House and the Senate
have acted swiftly and in an overwhelmingly
bipartisan fashion to pass this legislation that
will protect our kids and improve our public
health. Along with legislation to protect credit
card owners from unfair rate hikes, homeown-

ers from mortgage fraud and abuse, and tax-
payers from wasteful defense spending, this
kids tobacco bill would be the fourth piece of
bipartisan legislation that I’ve signed into law
over the last month that protects the American
consumer and changes the way Washington
works and who Washington works for.

So I look forward to signing it. I want to
thank all the people in the House and the Sen-
ate for working so hard to pass this bill in a bi-
partisan way. And I want to give a special
shout-out to my legislative director, Phil Schil-
iro. He and his team have just done an out-
standing job. They’ve been working on this for
a long time, even before they joined the ad-
ministration. I’m really proud of them.

All right. Thanks, guys. Have a great week-
end.

Election in Iran

Q. Mr. President, how closely are you
watching the Iranian elections? How critical is
it to change?

The President. We are excited to see what
appears to be a robust debate taking place in
Iran. And obviously, after the speech that I
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made in Cairo, we tried to send a clear message
that we think there is the possibility of change.
And ultimately, the election is for the Iranians
to decide. But just as has been true in Lebanon,
what can be true in Iran, as well, is that you’re
seeing people looking at new possibilities. And
whoever ends up winning the election in Iran,
the fact that there’s been a robust debate, hope-

fully, will help advance our ability to engage
them in new ways.

All right? Thank you, guys. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs Philip M. Schiliro. The
President also referred to H.R. 1256.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai of
Zimbabwe
June 12, 2009

President Obama. Well, I want to welcome
Prime Minister Tsvangirai to the Oval Office.
He and his delegation have been meeting with
my team throughout the day. I, obviously, have
extraordinary admiration for the courage and
the tenacity that the Prime Minister has shown
in navigating through some very difficult politi-
cal times in Zimbabwe.

There was a time when Zimbabwe was the
bread basket of Africa and continues to have
enormous potential. It has gone through a very
dark and difficult period politically. The Presi-
dent—President Mugabe, I think I’ve made my
views clear, has not acted oftentimes in the best
interest of the Zimbabwean people and has
been resistant to the kinds of democratic chang-
es that need to take place.

We now have a power-sharing agreement
that shows promise, and we want to do every-
thing we can to encourage the kinds of im-
provement not only on human rights and rule of
law, freedom of the press, and democracy that
is so necessary, but also on the economic front.
The people of Zimbabwe need very concrete
things: schools that are reopened; a health care
delivery system that can deal with issues like
cholera or HIV/AIDS; an agricultural system
that is able to feed its people. And on all these
fronts, I think the Prime Minister is committed
to significant concrete improvement in the day-
to-day lives of the people of Zimbabwe.

I congratulate him; they’ve been able to
bring inflation under control after hyperinfla-
tion that was really tearing at the fabric of the
economy. We’re starting to see, slowly, some
improvements in capacity—industrial capacity

there. So overall, in a very difficult circum-
stance, we’ve seen progress from the Prime
Minister.

We are grateful to him. We want to encour-
age him to continue to make progress. The
United States is a friend to the people of Zim-
babwe. I’ve committed $73 million in assistance
to Zimbabwe. It will not be going through the
Government directly because we continue to be
concerned about consolidating democracy, hu-
man rights, and rule of law, but it will be going
directly to the people in Zimbabwe, and I think
can be of assistance to the Prime Minister in his
efforts. He’s going to continue to provide us
with direction in ways that he thinks we can be
helpful. And I’m grateful to him for his leader-
ship, for his courage, and I’m looking forward to
being a partner with him in the years to come.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Tsvangirai. Thank you.

Thank you very much, Mr. President. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for re-
ceiving us. I’m sure that—I want to take the op-
portunity of congratulating you, although belat-
edly, for being elected the President. And I
think it’s a profound experience for some of us
who are committed to change, and hopefully
that—the Prime Minister, who is committed to
change, and the President, who is committed to
change, find common convergence in position.

I’ve been explaining to the President that
Zimbabwe is coming out of a political conflict
and economic collapse or decay, and that the
new political dispensation we have crafted is an
attempt to arrest this decay. But also mindful of
the fact that it is a journey; this is a transitional
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arrangement. We want to institute those re-
forms that will ensure that in 18 months’ time
the people of Zimbabwe are given an opportu-
nity to elect their own Government.

Yes, there have been a lot of progress, or
progress made by the transitional Govern-
ment, but there are also problems. It is the
problems of implementation, and I do recog-
nize that even by the standard of our own
benchmarks, there are gaps that still exist and
that we will strive. And I want to show my—to
express my commitment that we will strive to
implement those benchmarks, not because
they are for the international community, but
because for ourselves it gives people of Zimba-
bwe freedom and opportunity to grow.

I want to say, lastly—I want to thank you for
that demonstrable leadership in assisting the
people of Zimbabwe, and I want to take the
opportunity to thank the humanitarian support
that the West—we have experienced over the
years and the continued expression of support.
And of course, we continue to engage in en-
suring that that support consolidates the pro-
cess towards democratic change rather than
strengthens a reverse in defense of the status
quo.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
President Obama. Thank you so much.

Thank you, everybody. Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:04 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on World Day Against Child Labor
June 12, 2009

Even in this modern era, children around
the world are forced to work in deplorable and
often dangerous conditions at a time in their
lives when they should be in classrooms and
playgrounds. Global child labor perpetuates a
cycle of poverty that prevents families and na-
tions from reaching their full potential. That’s
why, earlier this week, Secretary of Labor Hil-
da Solis reaffirmed my administration’s com-
mitment to this issue by announcing $60 mil-
lion to fight child labor.

I also find it fitting that this year’s World
Day Against Child Labor focuses on drawing
attention to the particular plight young girls
face. Of the 218 million child laborers world-
wide, 100 million are girls, more than half of
whom are exposed to hazardous work. That’s
unacceptable, and this world cannot allow it.
We must stand united in opposition to child la-
bor and recommit ourselves to ending this
practice in all its forms, today and every day.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government
of Belarus and Other Persons That Undermine Democratic Processes or
Institutions in Belarus
June 12, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergency
unless, prior to the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in the

Federal Register and transmits to the Congress
a notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national
emergency and related measures blocking the
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property of certain persons undermining
democratic processes or institutions in Belarus
are to continue in effect beyond June 16, 2009.

Despite some positive developments during
the past year, including the release of interna-
tionally recognized political prisoners, the ac-
tions and policies of certain members of the
Government of Belarus and other persons that
have undermined democratic processes or insti-
tutions, committed human rights abuses related
to political repression, and engaged in public
corruption pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For these

reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency and related
measures blocking the property of certain per-
sons undermining democratic processes or in-
stitutions in Belarus.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 12, 2009.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 13, 2009

Last week, I spoke to you about my commit-
ment to work with Congress to pass health care
reform this year. Today I’d like to speak about
how that effort is essential to restoring fiscal re-
sponsibility. 

When it comes to the cost of health care, this
much is clear: The status quo is unsustainable
for families, businesses, and government.
America spends nearly 50 percent more per
person on health care than any other country.
Health care premiums have doubled over the
last decade, deductibles and out-of-pocket costs
have skyrocketed, and many with preexisting
conditions are denied coverage. More and
more, Americans are being priced out of the
care they need. 

These costs are also hurting business, as
some big businesses are at a competitive disad-
vantage with their foreign counterparts and
some small businesses are forced to cut bene-
fits, drop coverage, or even lay off workers.
Meanwhile, Medicare and Medicaid pose one
of the greatest threats to our Federal deficit and
could leave our children with a mountain of
debt that they cannot pay. 

We cannot continue down this path. I don’t
accept a future where Americans forego health
care because they can’t pay for it and more and
more families go without coverage at all. And I
don’t accept a future where American business
is hurt and our Government goes broke. We
have a responsibility to act, and to act now.

That’s why I’m working with Congress to pass
reform that lowers costs, improves quality and
coverage, and protects consumer health care
choices. 

I know some question whether we can afford
to act this year, but the unmistakable truth is it
would be irresponsible to not act. We can’t keep
shifting a growing burden to future generations.
With each passing year, health care costs con-
sume a larger share of our Nation’s spending
and contribute to yawning deficits that we can’t
control. So let me be clear: Health care reform
is not part of the problem when it comes to our
fiscal future, it’s a fundamental part of the solu-
tion. 

Real reform will mean reductions in our
long-term budget. And I have made a firm com-
mitment that health care reform will not add to
the Federal deficit over the next decade. To
keep that commitment, my administration has
already identified how to pay for the historic
$635 billion downpayment on reform detailed
in our budget. This includes over $300 billion
that we will save through changes like reducing
Medicare overpayments to private insurers and
rooting out waste in Medicare and Medicaid. 

However, any honest accounting must pre-
pare for the fact that health care reform will re-
quire additional costs in the short term, in order
to reduce spending in the long term. So today I
am announcing an additional $313 billion in
savings that will rein in unnecessary spending
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and increase efficiency and the quality of care;
savings that will ensure that we have nearly
$950 billion set aside to offset the cost of
health care reform over the next 10 years. 

These savings will come from commonsense
changes. For example, if more Americans are
insured, we can cut payments that help hospi-
tals treat patients without health insurance. If
the drug makers pay their fair share, we can
cut Government spending on prescription
drugs. And if doctors have incentives to pro-
vide the best care instead of more care, we can
help Americans avoid the unnecessary hospital
stays, treatments, and tests that drive up costs.
For more details about these and other sav-
ings, you can visit our web site, www.white-
house.gov.

These savings underscore the fact that se-
curing quality, affordable health care for the
American people is tied directly to insisting
upon fiscal responsibility. And these savings
are rooted in the same principle that must
guide our broader approach to reform. We will

fix what’s broken, while building upon what
works. If you like your plan and your doctor,
you can keep them. The only changes that
you’ll see are lower costs and better health
care.

For too long, we’ve stood by while our
health care system has frayed at the seams.
While there has been excuse after excuse to
delay reform, the price of care has gone up for
individuals, for business, and for the Govern-
ment. This time must be different. This is the
moment when we must reform health care so
that we can build a new foundation for our
economy to grow, for our people to thrive, and
for our country to pursue a responsible and
sustainable path. Thanks. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m. on June 12 in the Red Room
at the White House for broadcast on June 13.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 12 but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June 13. 

Remarks to the American Medical Association National Conference in
Chicago, Illinois
June 15, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. Good to
see you. Thank you. Thank you so much.
Please, everybody be seated. Thank you very
much. You’re very kind. Thank you.

Let me begin by thanking Nancy for the
wonderful introduction. I want to thank Dr.
Joseph Heyman, the chair of the board of the
trustees, as well as Dr. Jeremy Lazarus, speak-
er of House of Delegates. Thanks to all of you
for bringing me home, even if it’s just for a
day. 

From the moment I took office as Presi-
dent, the central challenge we’ve confronted
as a nation has been the need to lift ourselves
out of the worst recession since World War II.
And in recent months, we’ve taken a series of
extraordinary steps, not just to repair the im-
mediate damage to our economy, but to build
a new foundation for lasting and sustained
growth. We’re here to create new jobs, to un-

freeze our credit markets. We’re stemming the
loss of homes and the decline of home values. 

All this is important. But even as we’ve
made progress, we know that the road to pros-
perity remains long and it remains difficult.
And we also know that one essential step on
our journey is to control the spiraling cost of
health care in America. And in order to do
that, we’re going to need the help of the AMA.

Today, we are spending over $2 trillion a
year on health care, almost 50 percent more
per person than the next most costly nation.
And yet, as I think many of you are aware, for
all of this spending, more of our citizens are
uninsured, the quality of our care is often low-
er, and we aren’t any healthier. In fact, citizens
in some countries that spend substantially less
than we do are actually living longer than we
do. 

Make no mistake, the cost of our health care
is a threat to our economy. It’s an escalating
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burden on our families and businesses. It’s a
ticking time bomb for the Federal budget. And
it is unsustainable for the United States of
America. 

It’s unsustainable for Americans like Laura
Klitzka, a young mother that I met in Wisconsin
just last week, who’s learned that the breast
cancer she thought she’d beaten had spread to
her bones, but who’s now being forced to spend
time worrying about how to cover the $50,000
in medical debts she’s already accumulated,
worried about future debts that she’s going to
accumulate, when all she wants to do is spend
time with her two children and focus on getting
well. These are not the worries that a woman
like Laura should have to face in a nation as
wealthy as ours. 

Stories like Laura’s are being told by women
and men all across this country, by families
who’ve seen out-of-pocket costs soar and pre-
miums double over the last decade at a rate
three times faster than wages. This is forcing
Americans of all ages to go without the check-
ups or the prescriptions they need—that you
know they need. It’s creating a situation where
a single illness can wipe out a lifetime of sav-
ings. 

Our costly health care system is unsustain-
able for doctors like Michael Kahn in New
Hampshire, who, as he puts it, spends 20 per-
cent of each day supervising a staff, explaining
insurance problems to patients, completing au-
thorization forms, writing appeal letters—a rou-
tine that he calls disruptive and distracting, giv-
ing him less time to do what he became a doctor
to do and actually care for his patients. 

Small-business owners like Chris and Becky
Link in Nashville are also struggling. They’ve al-
ways wanted to do right by the workers at their
family-run marketing firm, but they’ve recently
had to do the unthinkable and lay off a number
of employees, layoffs that could have been de-
ferred, they say, if health care costs weren’t so
high. Across the country, over one-third of
small businesses have reduced benefits in re-
cent years and one-third have dropped their
workers’ coverage altogether since the early
nineties.

Our largest companies are suffering as well.
A big part of what led General Motors and

Chrysler into trouble in recent decades were
the huge costs they racked up providing health
care for their workers, costs that made them
less profitable and less competitive with auto-
makers around the world. If we do not fix our
health care system, America may go the way of
GM—paying more, getting less, and going
broke. 

Now, when it comes to the cost of our health
care, then, the status quo is unsustainable. So
reform is not a luxury; it is a necessity. When I
hear people say, “Well, why are you taking this
on right now? You’ve got all these other prob-
lems,” I keep on reminding people I’d love to
be able to defer these issues, but we can’t. I
know there’s been much discussion about what
reform would cost, and rightly so. This is a test
of whether we, Democrats and Republicans
alike, are serious about holding the line on new
spending and restoring fiscal discipline. 

But let there be no doubt: the cost of inaction
is greater. If we fail to act—and you know this
because you see it in your own individual prac-
tices—if we fail to act, premiums will climb
higher, benefits will erode further, the rolls of
the uninsured will swell to include millions
more Americans, all of which will affect your
practice.

If we fail to act, one out of every five dollars
we earn will be spent on health care within a
decade. And in 30 years, it will be about one out
of every three, a trend that will mean lost jobs,
lower take-home pay, shuttered businesses, and
a lower standard of living for all Americans. 

And if we fail to act, Federal spending on
Medicaid and Medicare will grow over the com-
ing decades by an amount almost equal to the
amount our Government currently spends on
our Nation’s defense. It will, in fact, eventually
grow larger than what our Government spends
on anything else today. It’s a scenario that will
swamp our Federal and State budgets, and im-
pose a vicious choice of either unprecedented
tax hikes, or overwhelming deficits, or drastic
cuts in our Federal and State budgets. 

So to say it as plainly as I can, health care is
the single most important thing we can do for
America’s long-term fiscal health. That is a fact.
[Applause] That’s a fact.
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It’s a fact, and the truth is most people know
that it’s a fact. And yet, as clear as it is that our
system badly needs reform, reform is not inev-
itable. There’s a sense out there among some,
and perhaps some members who are gathered
here today of the AMA, that as bad as our cur-
rent system may be—and it’s pretty bad—the
devil we know is better than the devil we
don’t. There’s a fear of change, a worry that we
may lose what works about our health care sys-
tem while trying to fix what doesn’t. 

I’m here to tell you I understand that fear,
and I understand the cynicism. They’re scars
left over from past efforts at reform. After all,
Presidents have called for health care reform
for nearly a century: Teddy Roosevelt called
for it; Harry Truman called for it; Richard Nix-
on called for it; Jimmy Carter called for it; Bill
Clinton called for it. But while significant indi-
vidual reforms have been made—such as
Medicare and Medicaid and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program—efforts at com-
prehensive reform that covers everyone and
brings down costs have largely failed. 

And part of the reason is because the differ-
ent groups involved—doctors, insurance com-
panies, businesses, workers, and others—sim-
ply couldn’t agree on the need for reform or
what shape it would take. And if we’re honest,
another part of the reason has been the fierce
opposition fueled by some interest groups and
lobbyists, opposition that has used fear tactics
to paint any effort to achieve reform as an at-
tempt to, yes, socialize medicine. 

And despite this long history of failure, I’m
standing here because I think we’re in a differ-
ent time. One sign that things are different is
that just this past week, the Senate passed a
bill that will protect children from the dangers
of smoking, a reform the AMA has long cham-
pioned—[applause]—this organization long
championed; it went nowhere when it was pro-
posed a decade ago—I’m going to sign this in-
to law. 

Now, what makes this moment different is
that this time, for the first time, key stakehold-
ers are aligning not against, but in favor of re-
form. They’re coming out—they’re coming to-
gether out of a recognition that while reform
will take everyone in our health care commu-

nity to do their part—everybody’s going to
have to pitch in—ultimately, everybody will
benefit. 

And I want to commend the AMA, in par-
ticular, for offering to do your part to curb
costs and achieve reform. Just a week ago, you
joined together with hospitals, labor unions,
insurers, medical device manufacturers, and
drug companies to do something that would
have been unthinkable just a few years ago,
you promised to work together to cut national
health care spending by $2 trillion over the
next decade, relative to what it would have
otherwise been. And that will bring down
costs; that will bring down premiums. That’s
exactly the kind of cooperation we need, and
we appreciate that very much. Thank you. 

Now, the question is how do we finish the
job? How do we permanently bring down
costs and make quality, affordable health care
available to every single American? That’s
what I’ve come to talk about today. We know
the moment is right for health care reform.
We know this is a historic opportunity we’ve
never seen before and may not see again. But
we also know that there are those who will try
and scuttle this opportunity no matter what,
who will use the same scare tactics and fear-
mongering that’s worked in the past; who will
give warnings about socialized medicine and
Government takeovers, long lines and rationed
care, decisions made by bureaucrats and not
doctors. We have heard this all before. And
because these fear tactics have worked, things
have kept getting worse.

So let me begin by saying this to you and to
the American people: I know that there are
millions of Americans who are content with
their health care coverage; they like their plan
and, most importantly, they value their rela-
tionship with their doctor. They trust you. And
that means that no matter how we reform
health care, we will keep this promise to the
American people: If you like your doctor, you
will be able to keep your doctor, period. If you
like your health care plan, you’ll be able to
keep your health care plan, period. No one
will take it away, no matter what. My view is
that health care reform should be guided by a
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simple principle: Fix what’s broken and build
on what works. And that’s what we intend to do.

If we do that, we can build a health care sys-
tem that allows you to be physicians instead of
administrators and accountants; a system that
gives Americans the best care at the lowest cost;
a system that eases up the pressure on business-
es and unleashes the promise of our economy,
creating hundreds of thousands of jobs, making
take-home wages thousands of dollars higher,
and growing our economy by tens of billions of
dollars more every year. That’s how we’ll stop
spending tax dollars to prop up an unsustain-
able system, and start investing those dollars in
innovations and advances that will make our
health care system and our economy stronger.
That’s what we can do with this opportunity.
And that’s what we must do with this moment. 

Now, the good news is that in some instanc-
es, there’s already widespread agreement on
the steps necessary to make our health care sys-
tem work better. 

First, we need to upgrade our medical re-
cords by switching from a paper to an electronic
system of record keeping. And we’ve already
begun to do this with an investment we made as
part of our Recovery Act. It simply doesn’t
make sense that patients in the 21st century are
still filling out forms with pens on papers that
have to be stored away somewhere. As Newt
Gingrich has rightly pointed out—and I don’t
quote Newt Gingrich that often—[laugh-
ter]—we do a better job tracking a FedEx pack-
age in this country than we do tracking patients’
health records. 

You shouldn’t have to tell every new doctor
you see about your medical history or what pre-
scriptions you’re taking. You shouldn’t have to
repeat costly tests. All that information should
be stored securely in a private medical record
so that your information can be tracked from
one doctor to another, even if you change jobs,
even if you move, even if you have to see a
number of different specialists. That’s just com-
mon sense. 

And that will not only mean less paper-push-
ing and lower administrative costs, saving tax-
payers billions of dollars; it will also mean all of
you physicians will have an easier time doing
your jobs. It will tell you, the doctors, what

drugs a patient is taking so you can avoid pre-
scribing a medication that could cause a harm-
ful interaction. It will prevent the wrong dosag-
es from going to a patient. It will reduce medi-
cal errors, it’s estimated, that lead to 100,000
lives lost unnecessarily in our hospitals every
year. So there shouldn’t be an argument there.
And we want to make sure that we’re helping
providers computerize so that we can get this
system up and running.

The second step that we can all agree on is to
invest more in preventive care so we can avoid
illness and disease in the first place. And that
starts with each of us taking more responsibility
for our health and for the health of our chil-
dren. It means quitting smoking. It means going
in for that mammogram or colon cancer screen-
ing. It means going for a run or hitting the gym,
and raising our children to step away from the
video games and spend more time playing out-
side.

It also means cutting down on all the junk
food that’s fueling an epidemic of obesity,
which puts far too many Americans, young and
old, at greater risk of costly, chronic conditions.
And that’s a lesson Michelle and I have tried to
instill in our daughters. As some of you know,
we started a White House vegetable garden. I
say “we” generously, because Michelle has done
most of the work. [Laughter] That’s a lesson
that we should work with local school districts
to incorporate into their school lunch programs.

Building a health care system that promotes
prevention rather than just managing diseases
will require all of us to do our parts. It will take
doctors telling us what risk factors we should
avoid and what preventive measures we should
pursue. It will take employers following the ex-
ample of places like Safeway that is rewarding
workers for taking better care of their health
while reducing health care costs in the process. 

If you’re one of three-quarters of Safeway
workers enrolled in their “Healthy Measures”
program, you can get screened for problems
like high cholesterol or high blood pressure.
And if you score well, you can pay lower premi-
ums; you get more money in your paycheck. It’s
a program that has helped Safeway cut health
care spending by 13 percent, and workers save
over 20 percent on their premiums. And we’re
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open to doing more to help employers adopt
and expand programs like this one. 

Now, our Federal Government also has to
step up its efforts to advance the cause of
healthy living. Five of the costliest illnesses
and conditions—cancer, cardiovascular dis-
ease, diabetes, lung disease, and strokes—can
be prevented. And yet only a fraction of every
health care dollar goes to prevention or public
health. And that’s starting to change with an
investment we’re making in prevention and
wellness programs that can help us avoid dis-
ease that harm our health and the health of
our economy.

But as important as they are, investments in
electronic records and preventive care, all the
things that I’ve just mentioned, they’re just
preliminary steps. They will only make a dent
in the epidemic of rising costs in this country. 

Despite what some have suggested, the rea-
son we have these spiraling costs is not simply
because we’ve got an aging population; demo-
graphics do account for part of rising costs be-
cause older, sicker societies pay more on
health care than younger, healthier ones, and
there’s nothing intrinsically wrong in us taking
better care of ourselves. But what accounts for
the bulk of our costs is the nature of our health
care delivery system itself, a system where we
spend vast amounts of money on things that
aren’t necessarily making our people any
healthier; a system that automatically equates
more expensive care with better care. 

Now, a recent article in the New Yorker, for
example, showed how McAllen, Texas, is
spending twice as much as El Paso Coun-
ty—twice as much—not because people in
McAllen, Texas, are sicker than they are in El
Paso, not because they’re getting better care
or getting better outcomes. It’s simply because
they’re using more treatments, treatments
that, in some cases, they don’t really need;
treatments that, in some cases, can actually do
people harm by raising the risk of infection or
medical error. 

And the problem is this pattern is repeating
itself across America. One Dartmouth study
shows that you’re less likely—you’re no less
likely to die from a heart attack and other ail-

ments in a higher-spending area than in a low-
er-spending one. 

And there are two main reasons for this.
The first is a system of incentives where the
more tests and services are provided, the more
money we pay. And a lot of people in this
room know what I’m talking about. It’s a mod-
el that rewards the quantity of care rather than
the quality of care; that pushes you, the doctor,
to see more and more patients even if you
can’t spend much time with each, and gives
you every incentive to order that extra MRI or
EKG, even if it’s not necessary. It’s a model
that has taken the pursuit of medicine from a
profession—a calling—to a business. 

That’s not why you became doctors. That’s
not why you put in all those hours in the anato-
my suite or the O.R. That’s not what brings
you back to a patient’s bedside to check in, or
makes you call a loved one of a patient to say it
will be fine. You didn’t enter this profession to
be bean-counters and paper-pushers. You en-
tered this profession to be healers. And that’s
what our health care system should let you be.
[Applause] That’s what this health care system
should let you be. 

Now, that starts with reforming the way we
compensate our providers, doctors and hospi-
tals. We need to bundle payments so you ar-
en’t paid for every single treatment you offer a
patient with a chronic condition like diabetes,
but instead paid well for how you treat the
overall disease. We need to create incentives
for physicians to team up, because we know
that when that happens, it results in a healthier
patient. We need to give doctors bonuses for
good health outcomes, so we’re not promoting
just more treatment, but better care. 

And we need to rethink the cost of a
medical education, and do more to reward
medical students who choose a career as a
primary care physician, who choose to work in
underserved areas instead of the more
lucrative paths. That’s why we’re making a
substantial investment in the National Health
Service Corps that will make medical training
more affordable for primary care doctors and
nurse practitioners so they aren’t drowning in
debt when they enter the workforce.
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[Applause] Somebody back there is drowning in
debt, they were applauding. [Laughter] 

The second structural reform we need to
make is to improve the quality of medical infor-
mation making its way to doctors and patients.
We have the best medical schools, the most so-
phisticated labs, the most advanced training of
any nation on the globe. Yet we’re not doing a
very good job harnessing our collective knowl-
edge and experience on behalf of better medi-
cine. 

Less than 1 percent of our health care spend-
ing goes to examining what treatments are most
effective—less than 1 percent. And even when
that information finds its way into journals, it
can take up to 17 years to find its way to an ex-
am room or operating table. As a result, too
many doctors and patients are making decisions
without the benefit of the latest research. 

A recent study, for example, found that only
half of all cardiac guidelines are based on scien-
tific evidence—half. That means doctors may
be doing a bypass operation when placing a
stent is equally effective; or placing a stent
when adjusting a patient’s drug and medical
management is equally effective, all of which
drives up costs without improving a patient’s
health. 

So one thing we need to do is to figure out
what works, and encourage rapid implementa-
tion of what works into your practices. That’s
why we’re making a major investment in re-
search to identify the best treatments for a vari-
ety of ailments and conditions. 

Now, let me be clear—I just want to clear
something up here—identifying what works is
not about dictating what kind of care should be
provided. It’s about providing patients and doc-
tors with the information they need to make the
best medical decisions. See, I have the assump-
tion that if you have good information about
what makes your patients well, that’s what
you’re going to do. I have confidence in that.
We’re not going to need to force you to do it.
We just need to make sure you’ve got the best
information available. 

Still, even when we do know what works, we
are often not making the most of it. And that’s
why we need to build on the examples of out-
standing medicine at places like the Cincinnati

Children’s Hospital, where the quality of care
for cystic fibrosis patients shot up after the hos-
pital began incorporating suggestions from par-
ents. And places like Tallahassee Memorial
Health Care, where deaths were dramatically
reduced with rapid response teams that moni-
tored patients’ conditions and “multidisciplinary
rounds” with everyone from physicians to phar-
macists. And places like Geisinger Health Sys-
tem in rural Pennsylvania, and Intermountain
Health in Salt Lake City, where high-quality
care is being provided at a cost well below the
national average. These are all islands of excel-
lence that we need to make the standard in our
health care system. 

So replicating best practices, incentivizing
excellence, closing cost disparities—any legisla-
tion sent to my desk that does not these—does
not achieve these goals in my mind does not
earn the title of reform. 

But my signature on a bill is not enough. I
need your help, doctors, because to most Amer-
icans you are the health care system. The fact is
Americans—and I include myself and Michelle
and our kids in this—we just do what you tell us
to do. [Laughter] That’s what we do. We listen
to you, we trust you. And that’s why I will listen
to you and work with you to pursue reform that
works for you.

Together, if we take all these steps, I am con-
vinced we can bring spending down, bring qual-
ity up; we can save hundreds of billions of dol-
lars on health care costs while making our
health care system work better for patients and
doctors alike. And when we align the interests
of patients and doctors, then we’re going to be
in a good place. 

Now, I recognize that it will be hard to make
some of these changes if doctors feel like
they’re constantly looking over their shoulders
for fear of lawsuits. I recognize that. Don’t get
too excited yet. [Applause] All right. 

Now, I understand some doctors may feel
the need to order more tests and treatments to
avoid being legally vulnerable. That’s a real is-
sue. Now, just hold on to your horses here,
guys. [Laughter] I want to be honest with you.
I’m not advocating caps on malpractice
awards——

Audience members. Boo!
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The President. ——[laughter]—which I be-
lieve—I personally believe can be unfair to
people who’ve been wrongfully harmed.

But I do think we need to explore a range of
ideas about how to put patient safety first; how
to let doctors focus on practicing medicine;
how to encourage broader use of evidence-
based guidelines. I want to work with the
AMA so we can scale back the excessive defen-
sive medicine that reinforces our current sys-
tem, and shift to a system where we are pro-
viding better care, simply—rather than simply
more treatment.

So this is going to be a priority for me. And I
know, based on your responses, it’s a priority
for you. [Laughter] And I look forward to
working with you. And it’s going to be difficult.
But all this stuff is going to be difficult. All of
it’s going to be important. 

Now, I know this has been a long speech,
but we got more to do. [Laughter] The chang-
es that I have already spoken about, all that is
going to need to go hand in hand with other
reforms. Because our health care system is so
complex and medicine is always evolving, we
need a way to continually evaluate how we can
eliminate waste, reduce costs, and improve
quality. 

That’s why I’m open to expanding the role
of a commission created by a Republican Con-
gress called the Medicare Payment Advisory
Commission, which happens to include a
number of physicians on the commission. In
recent years, this commission proposed rough-
ly $200 billion in savings that never made it in-
to law. These recommendations have now
been incorporated into our broader reform
agenda, but we need to fast track their propos-
als, the commission’s proposals, in the future
so that we don’t miss another opportunity to
save billions of dollars, as we gain more infor-
mation about what works and what doesn’t
work in our health care system. 

And as we seek to contain the cost of health
care, we also have to ensure that every Ameri-
can can get coverage they can afford. We must
do so in part because it’s in all of our economic
interests. Each time an uninsured American
steps foot into an emergency room with no
way to reimburse the hospital for care, the cost

is handed over to every American family as a
bill of about $1,000. It’s reflected in higher
taxes, higher premiums, and higher health
care costs. It’s a hidden tax, a hidden bill that
will be cut as we insure all Americans. And as
we insure every young and healthy American,
it will spread out risk for insurance companies,
further reducing costs for everyone. 

But alongside these economic arguments,
there’s another, more powerful one. And it is
simply this: We are not a nation that accepts
nearly 46 million uninsured men, women, and
children. We are not a nation that lets hard-
working families go without coverage, or turns
its back on those in need. We’re a nation that
cares for its citizens. We look out for one an-
other. That’s what makes us the United States
of America. We need to get this done. 

So we need to do a few things to provide af-
fordable health insurance to every single
American. The first thing we need to do is to
protect what’s working in our health care sys-
tem. So just in case you didn’t catch it the first
time, let me repeat: If you like your health
care system and your doctor, the only thing re-
form will mean to you is your health care will
cost less. If anyone says otherwise, they are ei-
ther trying to mislead you or don’t have their
facts straight.

Now, if you don’t like your health care cov-
erage or you don’t have any insurance at all,
you’ll have a chance, under what we’ve pro-
posed, to take part in what we’re calling a
health insurance exchange. And this exchange
will allow you to one-stop shop for a health
care plan, compare benefits and prices, and
choose a plan that’s best for you and your fam-
ily—the same way, by the way, that Federal
employees can do, from a postal worker to a
Member of Congress. You will have your
choice of a number of plans that offer a few
different packages, but every plan would offer
an affordable, basic package. 

Again, this is for people who aren’t happy
with their current plan. If you like what you’re
getting, keep it. Nobody is forcing you to shift.
But if you’re not, this gives you some new
options. And I believe one of these options
needs to be a public option that will give
people a broader range of choices, and inject
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competition into the health care market so that
force—so that we can force waste out of the
system and keep the insurance companies
honest. 

Now, I know that there’s some concern about
a public option. Even within this organization
there’s healthy debate about it. In particular, I
understand that you’re concerned that today’s
Medicare rates, which many of you already feel
are too low, will be applied broadly in a way that
means our cost savings are coming off your
backs. And these are legitimate concerns, but
they’re ones, I believe, that can be overcome.
As I stated earlier, the reforms we propose to
reimbursement are to reward best practices, fo-
cus on patient care, not on the current piece-
work reimbursements. What we seek is more
stability and a health care system that’s on a
sounder financial footing.

And the fact is these reforms need to take
place regardless of whether there’s a public op-
tion or not. With reform, we will ensure that
you are being reimbursed in a thoughtful way
that’s tied to patient outcomes, instead of rely-
ing on yearly negotiations about the sustainable
growth rate formula that’s based on politics and
the immediate State of the Federal budget in
any given year.

And I just want to point out the alternative to
such reform is a world where health care costs
grow at an unsustainable rate. And if you don’t
think that’s going to threaten your reimburse-
ments and the stability of our health care sys-
tem, you haven’t been paying attention. So the
public option is not your enemy; it is your
friend, I believe. 

Let me also say that—let me also address a il-
legitimate concern that’s being put forward by
those who are claiming that a public option is
somehow a Trojan horse for a single-payer sys-
tem. I’ll be honest, there are countries where a
single-payer system works pretty well. But I be-
lieve—and I’ve taken some flak from members
of my own party for this belief—that it’s impor-
tant for our reform efforts to build on our tradi-
tions here in the United States. So when you
hear the naysayers claim that I’m trying to bring
about government-run health care, know this:
They’re not telling the truth. 

What I am trying to do—and what a public
option will help do—is put affordable health
care within reach for millions of Americans.
And to help ensure that everyone can afford the
cost of a health care option in our exchange, we
need to provide assistance to families who need
it. That way, there will be no reason at all for
anyone to remain uninsured.

Indeed, it’s because I’m confident in our
ability to give people the ability to get insurance
at an affordable rate that I’m open to a system
where every American bears responsibility for
owning health insurance, so long as we provide
a hardship waiver for those who still can’t afford
it as we move towards this system. 

The same is true for employers. While I be-
lieve every business has a responsibility to pro-
vide health insurance for its workers, small
businesses that can’t afford it should receive an
exemption. And small-business workers and
their families will be able to seek coverage in
the exchange if their employer is not able to
provide it.

Now, here’s some good news. Insurance
companies have expressed support for the idea
of covering the uninsured and they certainly are
in favor of a mandate. I welcome their willing-
ness to engage constructively in the reform de-
bate. I’m glad they’re at the table. But what I
refuse to do is simply create a system where in-
surance companies suddenly have a whole
bunch of more customers on Uncle Sam’s dime,
but still fail to meet their responsibilities. We’re
not going to do that. 

Let me give you an example of what I’m talk-
ing about. We need to end the practice of deny-
ing coverage on the basis of preexisting condi-
tions. The days of cherry-picking who to cover
and who to deny, those days are over. I know
you see it in your practices, and how incredibly
painful and frustrating it is; you want to give
somebody care and you find out that the insur-
ance companies are wiggling out of paying. 

This is personal for me also. I’ve told this
story before. I’ll never forget watching my own
mother, as she fought cancer in her final days,
spending time worrying about whether her
insurer would claim her illness was a preexisting
condition so it could get out of providing
coverage. Changing the current approach to
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preexisting conditions is the least we can do,
for my mother and for every other mother,
father, son, and daughter, who has suffered
under this practice, who’ve been paying
premiums and don’t get care. We need to put
health care within the reach for millions of
Americans. 

Now, even if we accept all of the economic
and moral reasons for providing affordable
coverage to all American, there is no denying
that expanding coverage will come at a cost, at
least in the short run. But it is a cost that will
not—I repeat—will not add to our deficits.
I’ve set down a rule for my staff, for my
team—and I’ve said this to Congress—health
care reform must be, and will be, deficit neu-
tral in the next decade. 

Now, there are already voices saying the
numbers don’t add up; they’re wrong. Here’s
why: Making health care affordable for all
Americans will cost somewhere on the order
of $1 trillion over the next 10 years. That’s real
money, even in Washington. [Laughter] But
remember, that’s less than we are projected to
have spent on the war in Iraq. And also re-
member, failing to reform our health care sys-
tem in a way that genuinely reduces cost
growth will cost us trillions of dollars more in
lost economic growth and lower wages. 

That said, let me explain how we will cover
the price tag. First, as part of the budget that
was passed a few months ago, we put aside
$635 billion over 10 years in what we’re calling
a health reserve fund. Over half of that
amount, more than $300 billion, will come
from raising revenue by doing things like mod-
estly limiting the tax deductions the wealthiest
Americans can take to the same level that it
was at the end of the Reagan years—same lev-
el that it was under Ronald Reagan. Some are
concerned that this will dramatically reduce
charitable giving, for example, but statistics
show that’s not true. And the best thing for our
charities is the stronger economy that we will
build with health care reform. 

But we can’t just raise revenues. We’re also
going to have to make spending cuts, in part by
examining inefficiencies in our current Medi-
care program. There are going to be robust
debates about where these cuts should be

made, and I welcome that debate. But here’s
where I think these cuts should be made:
First, we should end overpayments to Medi-
care Advantage. Today, we’re paying Medicare
Advantage plans much more than we pay for
traditional Medicare services. Now, this is a
good deal for insurance companies. It’s a sub-
sidy to insurance companies. It’s not a good
deal for you. It’s not a good deal for the Amer-
ican people. And by the way, it doesn’t follow
free market principles, for those who are al-
ways talking about free market principles.
That’s why we need to introduce competitive
bidding into the Medicare Advantage pro-
gram, a program under which private insur-
ance companies are offering Medicare cover-
age. That alone will save $177 billion over the
next decade, just that one step.

Second, we need to use Medicare reim-
bursements to reduce preventable hospital re-
admissions. Right now, almost 20 percent of
Medicare patients discharged from hospitals
are readmitted within a month, often because
they’re not getting the comprehensive care
that they need. This puts people at risk; it
drives up cost. By changing how Medicare re-
imburses hospitals, we can discourage them
from acting in a way that boosts profits but
drives up costs for everyone else. That will
save us $25 billion over the next decade.

Third, we need to introduce generic biolog-
ic drugs into the marketplace. These are drugs
used to treat illnesses like anemia. But right
now, there is no pathway at the FDA for ap-
proving generic versions of these drugs. Creat-
ing such a pathway will save us billions of dol-
lars. We can save another roughly $30 billion
by getting a better deal for our poorer seniors
while asking our well-off seniors to pay a little
more for their drugs.

So that’s the bulk of what’s in the Health
Reserve Fund. I’ve also proposed saving an-
other $313 billion in Medicare and Medicaid
spending in several other ways. One way is by
adjusting Medicare payments to reflect new
advances and productivity gains in our econo-
my. Right now Medicare payments are rising
each year by more than they should. These ad-
justments will create incentives for providers
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to deliver care more efficiently, and save us
roughly $109 billion in the process. 

Another way we can achieve savings is by re-
ducing payments to hospitals for treating unin-
sured people. I know hospitals rely on these
payments now, legitimately, because of the
large number of uninsured patients that they
treat. But if we put in a system where people
have coverage and the number of uninsured
people goes down with our reforms, the amount
we pay hospitals to treat uninsured people
should go down as well. Reducing these pay-
ments gradually, as more and more people have
coverage, will save us over $106 billion, and
we’ll make sure the difference goes to the hos-
pitals that need it most. 

We can also save about $75 billion through
more efficient purchasing of prescription drugs.
And we can save about $1 billion more by root-
ing out waste, abuse, fraud throughout our
health care system so that no one is charging
more for a service than it’s worth or charging a
dime for a service that they don’t provide.

Let me be clear: I’m committed to making
these cuts in a way that protects our senior citi-
zens. In fact, these proposals will actually ex-
tend the life of the Medicare Trust Fund by 7
years, and reduce premiums for Medicare ben-
eficiaries by roughly $43 billion over the next 10
years. And I’m working with AARP to uphold
that commitment.

Now, for those of you who took out your pen-
cil and paper—[laughter]—altogether, these
savings mean that we’ve put about $950 billion
on the table—and that doesn’t count some of
the long-term savings that we think will come
about from reform—from medical IT, for ex-
ample, or increased investment in prevention.
So that stuff in congressional jargon is not
scorable; the Congressional Budget Office
won’t count that as savings, so we’re setting that
aside. We think that’s going to come, but even
separate and far from that, we’ve put $950 bil-
lion on the table, taking us almost all the way to
covering the full cost of health care reform. 

In the weeks and months ahead, I look for-
ward to working with Congress to make up the
difference so that health care reform is fully
paid for in a real, accountable way. And let me
add that this does not count longer-term sav-

ings. I just want to repeat that. By insisting that
the reforms that we’re introducing are deficit
neutral over the next decade, and by making the
reforms that will help slow the growth rate of
health care costs over the coming de-
cades—bending the curve—we can look for-
ward to faster economic growth, higher living
standards, and falling, instead of rising, budget
deficits.

Now, let me just wrap up by saying this. I
know people are cynical whether we can do this
or not. I know there will be disagreements
about how to proceed in the days ahead.
There’s probably healthy debate within the
AMA. That’s good. I also know this: We can’t let
this moment pass us by. 

You know, the other day, a friend of mine,
Congressman Earl Blumenauer, handed me a
magazine with a special issue titled, “The Crisis
in American Medicine.” One article notes
“soaring charges.” Another warns about the
“volume of utilization of services.” Another asks
if we can find a “better way than fee-for-service
for paying for medical care.” It speaks to many
of the challenges we face today. The thing is,
this special issue was published by Harper’s
Magazine in October of 1960—[laughter]—be-
fore I was born. [Laughter] 

Members of the American Medical Associa-
tion, and my fellow Americans, I’m here today
because I don’t want our children and their
children to still be speaking of a crisis in Ameri-
can medicine 50 years from now. I don’t want
them to still be suffering from spiraling costs
that we did not stem, or sicknesses that we did
not cure. I don’t want them to be burdened
with massive deficits we did not curb or a wors-
ening economy that we did not rebuild. 

I want them to benefit from a health care
system that works for all of us; where families
can open a doctor’s bill without dreading what’s
inside; where parents are talking to their kids
and getting them to get regular checkups, and
testing themselves for preventable ailments;
where parents are feeding their kids healthier
food and kids are exercising more; where
patients are spending more time with their
doctors, and doctors can pull up on a computer
all the medical information and latest research
they’ll ever want to know to meet patients’
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needs; where orthopedists and nephrologists
and oncologists are all working together to
treat a single human being; where what’s best
about America’s health care system has
become the hallmark of America’s health care
system. 

That’s the health care system we can build.
That’s the future I’m convinced is within our
reach. And if we’re willing to come together
and bring about that future, then we will not
only make Americans healthier, we will not
only unleash America’s economic potential,
but we will reaffirm the ideals that led you into

this noble profession, and we’ll build a health
care system that lets all Americans heal. 

Thank you very much, AMA. Appreciate
you; thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Chicago. In his remarks, he
referred to Nancy H. Nielson, president, and
Jeremy Lazarus, speaker of the House of Del-
egates, American Medical Association, who in-
troduced the President; and former Speaker of
the House of Representatives Newton L. Gin-
grich.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy
and an Exchange With Reporters
June 15, 2009

President Obama. Good evening, every-
body. Buona sera. I want to welcome Prime
Minister Berlusconi here. He has proven to be
a great friend of the United States. And he and
I got to know each other at the G–20 summit.
We are now in the process of planning the G–
8 summit that Italy will be hosting. We em-
phasized the strong, historic ties between the
United States and Italy. Our bilateral relation-
ship has been marked by cooperation across
the board, and I am extremely grateful for his
friendship.

Just a couple of things that we specifically
discussed. I, first of all, thanked the Prime
Minister for his support of our policy of clos-
ing Guantanamo. This is not just talk. Italy has
agreed to accept three specific detainees and
has also been part of the leadership in Europe
that today announced a framework in which
European nations can accept detainees. And
that was something that I was very apprecia-
tive of. It will give us an opportunity to create
a lasting and durable international legal frame-
work for dealing with terrorism that, I think, is
very important on both sides of the Atlantic.

We discussed Afghanistan and Pakistan,
where Italy has been a critical part of the coali-
tion that is trying to assist Afghanistan in stabi-
lizing itself and ensuring that it’s not a safe ha-
ven for terrorism. We had an extensive discus-
sion about my interest in pursuing nonprolif-

eration as an important agenda for all people.
And given that I’ll be visiting Russia before I
visit Italy for the G–8, Prime Minister Berlus-
coni, who has strong relationships with the
Russians, was able to offer some insight in
terms of how to approach reductions in nucle-
ar arsenals. And that, hopefully, is going to be
a topic at the G–8 summit as well.

And in addition to discussing the general
situation in the world economy, which obvi-
ously will be a central topic of the G–8, we also
discussed specifically the issue of food security
and how G–8 nations can assist people who are
in most desperate poverty to ensure that
they’re not slipping into hunger and further
poverty. And that is going to be a major topic
of the G–8 summit. And so I’m very apprecia-
tive of the leadership that Prime Minister Ber-
lusconi has shown on that front.

So overall, I am very grateful to Prime Min-
ister Berlusconi’s leadership, his consistent
friendship towards the United States. We have
some of the strongest bilateral relations in the
world. I am confident that that will continue as
long as both of us are occupying our positions.

And so thank you very much for taking the
time to visit.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. First of all, I
would like to thank President Obama for his
welcome and for the possibility offered us to
provide our perspectives, our opinions on
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many of the most difficult and hottest issues at
international level. And we’ve discussed, as he
already briefed you, many of the issues and the
topics, and we went through in a detailed man-
ner all of the 3 days of the G–8 summit. We
want this G–8 to reach concrete solutions, and
we want to reach concrete solutions on many
extremely important issues.

Clearly, the first issue is the world economy,
the economic crisis, and how to get out of this
crisis. And we also discussed the work that our
ministers of economy are carrying out right now
to try and develop a body of principles and rules
to prevent similar situations from happening,
similar situations to the one we are experiencing
right now.

We both agreed on the fact that the G–8 will
certainly not be able to produce this body of
rules, but this is going to be just one of the steps
leading to that drafting of the rules. There will
be then the G–20 summit in Pittsburgh, which
will work on it, but the hope is to finally reach a
body of rules which can be shared by every-
body, which, however, are not going to affect or
hinder the free expansion of the economy and
trade.

And we’ve discussed other two important is-
sues. One of them, which will be discussed in
L’Aquila as well, is food security, as President
Obama has already said. We hope that the
countries there will make concrete efforts and
concrete proposals. The United States has al-
ready promised to increase the aid to other
countries, and they’re going to make in the next
3 years huge amounts of money available. We
try and will push the other European countries
in the G–8, trying to persuade them to do the
same.

And another important issue is that of cli-
mate change. And another important achieve-
ment we are aiming at is to reduce CO2 emis-
sions, something, however, which has to be con-
tributed to by all countries and not only a limit-
ed number of them. And since the Doha round
has reached a stop, we hope that by inviting
Lamy, who is the director of the WTO, to at-
tend the G–8 summit, in that we can try and
give another push to the Doha round, hoping to
achieve positive results.

Probably what I forgot to mention up to now
is that the meeting in L’Aquila is not going to be
confined to the G–8 countries. The next day,
the second day, will be G–8-plus-6. The major
economies of the world will be there; India,
China, South Africa, Mexico, Brazil, and Egypt
will attend the second day of meetings. There
will be the major economies forum with the
participation of South Korea, Indonesia, and
Australia, and then there is another meeting,
which will be attended also by the Netherlands,
Spain, and Denmark, and we are going to have
the four—all of these meetings together.

And the dinner will be attended also by the
representatives of the main international orga-
nizations. And the third day, we are going to
have the President of the African Union, the
new representatives of the main African organi-
zations, together with the representatives of
some of the main African countries. We are go-
ing to discuss the development of this continent
and the issue of hunger in that area.

And I can’t but thank President Obama and
express my warmest felt appreciation to him
for—and this position is coming from a person
that’s been long enough in international politics
so to chair for the third time the G–8 summit;
the first one was in 1994, the second one in
2001, and now the third one—I want to express
my appreciations for his deep knowledge and
precision and accuracy with which he discusses
all of the issues.

And the positions that he expresses are not
only innovative positions looking at a different
future, but they’re always very concrete and ab-
solutely based on common sense. And it is ex-
tremely comforting and a pleasure to see that
the destiny of the biggest democracy in the
world is, indeed, in very good hands.

President Obama. I hope my staff all caught
that. [Laughter] Gibbs, write that down.
[Laughter]

Let me call on a couple people. Steve Thom-
ma at McClatchy. There you are.

Iran

Q. Mr. President, on Iran, does the disputed
election results, the fact that there’s been vio-
lence in the street, in any way change your will-
ingness to meet with the—Mr. Ahmadi-nejad
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without precondition? And also, do you have
anything to say, any message to send to the
people who are in the streets protesting, who
believe their votes were stolen, and who are
being attacked violently?

President Obama. Obviously, all of us have
been watching the news from Iran. And I want
to start off by being very clear that it is up to
Iranians to make decisions about who Iran’s
leaders will be, that we respect Iranian sover-
eignty and want to avoid the United States be-
ing the issue inside of Iran, which sometimes
the United States can be a handy political foot-
ball—or discussions with the United States.

Having said all that, I am deeply troubled
by the violence that I’ve been seeing on televi-
sion. I think that the democratic process, free
speech, the ability of people to peacefully dis-
sent, all those are universal values and need to
be respected. And whenever I see violence
perpetrated on people who are peacefully dis-
senting, and whenever the American people
see that, I think they’re, rightfully, troubled.

My understanding is, is that the Iranian
Government says that they are going to look
into irregularities that have taken place. We
weren’t on the ground; we did not have ob-
servers there; we did not have international
observers on hand, so I can’t state definitively
one way or another what happened with re-
spect to the election. But what I can say is that
there appears to be a sense on the part of peo-
ple who were so hopeful and so engaged and
so committed to democracy who now feel be-
trayed. And I think it’s important that, moving
forward, whatever investigations take place are
done in a way that is not resulting in bloodshed
and is not resulting in people being stifled in
expressing their views.

Now, with respect to the United States and
our interactions with Iran, I’ve always believed
that as odious as I consider some of President
Ahmadi-nejad’s statements, as deep as the dif-
ferences that exist between the United States
and Iran on a range of core issues, that the use
of tough, hard-headed diplomacy, diplomacy
with no illusions about Iran and the nature of
the differences between our two countries, is
critical when it comes to pursuing a core set of
our national security interests, specifically,

making sure that we are not seeing a nuclear
arms race in the Middle East triggered by Iran
obtaining a nuclear weapon, making sure that
Iran is not exporting terrorist activity. Those
are core interests not just to the United States,
but, I think, to a peaceful world in general.

We will continue to pursue a tough, direct
dialog between our two countries, and we’ll
see where it takes us. But even as we do so, I
think it would be wrong for me to be silent
about what we’ve seen on the television over
the last few days. And what I would say to
those people who put so much hope and ener-
gy and optimism into the political process, I
would say to them that the world is watching
and inspired by their participation, regardless
of what the ultimate outcome of the election
was. And they should know that the world is
watching.

And particularly to the youth of Iran, I want
them to know that we in the United States do
not want to make any decisions for the Irani-
ans, but we do believe that the Iranian people
and their voices should be heard and respect-
ed. Okay?

Prime Minister Berlusconi. ANSA.

Italy-U.S. Relations

Q. After this meeting with Prime Minister
Berlusconi, what do you expect, in concrete
terms, from the relationship between United
States and Italy? And to Prime Minister Ber-
lusconi, you had a very strong relationship with
President George W. Bush. Do you expect and
do you hope to build the same type of relations
with President Obama as well?

Prime Minister Berlusconi. I took an oath of
gratitude towards United States, which gave
me freedom and which gave my country digni-
ty after World War II. So I’m here to cooper-
ate with the President of the United States.
I’m here to cooperate with President Obama,
as I cooperated with President Clinton and as
I did with President Bush.

So if I can express a hope, I really hope we
can build a direct and friendly relationship
with President Obama. I would be more than
happy to do so. And facts will tell. But anyway,
I think we had a good start.
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President Obama. Absolutely. We’ve had a
very good start. What I expect from the Prime
Minister is an honest, frank sharing of views and
a recognition that the United States and Italy
share common values, common interests. Our
economies have very strong commercial ties.
And if we’re acting on those mutual interests,
then I have no doubt that we’ll continue to see
strong cooperation.

As I said before, Prime Minister Berlusconi’s
assistance on our efforts to close Guantanamo is
very important to us. I have to say, by the way,
that Bermuda has done us a great service as
well, on that front, and I’m grateful to them.

When it comes to Afghanistan and Pakistan,
we are part of the same coalition that wants to
make sure that the Afghan Government is able
and strong to sustain development for the Af-
ghan people, but also to make sure that they’re
not serving as a safe haven for extremists. When
it comes to the world economy, I think all of us
have an interest in improving the kinds of finan-
cial regulations that will prevent the kinds of
crises that we saw happening most recently.

So across the board, I think we have a host of
common interests. In addition to liking Prime
Minister Berlusconi personally, our peoples like
each other and recognize that we have shared
interests. And that, I think, will make the path
for continued cooperation that much easier.

[At this point, an interpreter translated Presi-
dent Obama’s remarks into Italian.]

President Obama. I must say, my answers
sound very elegant in Italian. [Laughter]

Steve Collinson [Agence France-Presse].

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Of the condi-
tions that Prime Minister Netanyahu laid out
yesterday for a Palestinian state, the basis for
negotiation, do you think they will likely prove a
stumbling block, given the broadly negative re-
action from the Arab States and the Palestin-
ians?

President Obama. Well, first of all, I think it’s
important not to immediately assess the situa-

tion based on commentary the day after a
speech. I think any time an Israeli Prime Minis-
ter makes a statement, the immediate reaction
tends to be negative on one side. If the other
side is making a statement, oftentimes the reac-
tion is negative in Israel.

Overall, I thought that there was positive
movement in the Prime Minister’s speech. He
acknowledged the need for two states. There
were a lot of conditions, and obviously, working
through the conditions on Israel’s side for secu-
rity, as well as the Palestinian side for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity and the capacity
to have a functioning, prosperous state, that’s
exactly what negotiations are supposed to be
about. But what we’re seeing is at least the pos-
sibility that we can restart serious talks.

Now, I’ve been very clear that, from the
United States perspective, Israel’s security is
nonnegotiable. We will stand behind their de-
fense. I’ve also made very clear that both sides
are going to have to move in some politically
difficult ways in order to achieve what is going
to be in the long-term interests of the Israelis
and the Palestinians and the international com-
munity.

On the Israeli side, that means a cessation of
settlements. And there is a tendency to try to
parse exactly what this means, but I think the
parties on the ground understand that if you
have a continuation of settlements that, in past
agreements, have been categorized as illegal,
that that’s going to be an impediment to prog-
ress. On the Palestinian side, whether it’s the
Palestinian Authority or other groups like
Hamas that claim to speak for the Palestinians,
a recognition of the Quartet principles, ensur-
ing that there’s a recognition of Israel’s right to
exist, making sure that past agreements are
abided to, that there’s an end to incitement
against Israel and an end to violence against Is-
rael, those are necessary pillars of any serious
agreement that’s to be reached.

And those pillars have to be supported by the
Arab States, because Israel’s security concerns
extend beyond simply the Palestinian
Territories; they extend to concerns that they
have in a whole host of neighbors where there’s
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perceived and often real hostility towards
Israel’s security. So I’m glad that Prime
Minister Netanyahu made the speech. The
United States will continue to try to be as
honest as possible to all sides in this dispute to
indicate the degree to which it’s in everybody’s
interests to move in a new direction. And I
think it can be accomplished, but it’s going to
require a lot of work and a partnership with
key countries like Italy in order to help the
parties come together and recognize their own
interests.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Messaggero.

Global Economic Stabilization

Q. You discussed during the meeting the
crisis, the economic crisis, you’re going to dis-
cuss at the G–8. The package of measures you
are discussing right now, can this be a kind of
basis for the next meetings, G–8 and G–20?

President Obama. Well, our respective fi-
nance ministers, not just Italy’s and the United
States, but all the G–8 members’, have been
meeting diligently. They’ve put forward a
framework that will be discussed and, hopeful-
ly, ratified at the G–8. That will provide a
broad set of principles.

Now, the United States is putting forward
some very specific regulatory reforms that are
going to make sure that we don’t find our-
selves in this position again, that improves
oversight, ensures that banks aren’t taking
risks with highly leveraged money that can re-
sult in systemic collapse, that consumers and
investors are protected more effectively.

So we’re going to have a lot of work to do.
It’s going to be a big, complex piece of legisla-
tion. Different countries are going to have dif-
ferent needs. Prime Minister Berlusconi was
indicating to me that the banking system in It-
aly has not been under the same kinds of pres-
sures as the banking system in the United
States and some of other European countries.

But I think the general principle that we’re
going to have improved oversight, better prac-

tices, and that there’s some coordination and
information sharing between countries on is-
sues like tax havens, for example, so that you
don’t have global capital avoiding more strin-
gent rules by going to countries with weaker
rules, I think that’s going to be something that
all G–8 members affirm. And we very much
appreciate Prime Minister Berlusconi’s lead-
ership on this issue.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. I would like to
add to this that our ministers of finance have
been working on all of these issues and pack-
ages. In particular they paid attention, for in-
stance, to corporate governance and rules for
transparency and a regulation of the financial
sectors, accounting rules, and as the President
Obama has also mentioned, also the issue of
tax havens, to try and prevent those situations
from happening again. And the idea is to work
out a set of rules and regulations which can
prevent situations and conditions like the ones
we’ve experienced which have led—from hap-
pening, experience that is to—which led first
to the financial crisis and then to the economic
crisis that we are experiencing right now.

President Obama. Thank you. Grazie.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:48 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to White House Press Sec-
retary Robert L. Gibbs; Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu of Israel; Minister of Economy
and Finance Giulio Tremonti of Italy; and Sec-
retary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner.
Prime Minister Berlusconi referred to Pascal
Lamy, Director-General, World Trade Orga-
nization; and Col. Muammar Abu Minyar al-
Qadhafi, leader of Libya, in his capacity as
President of the African Union. Prime Minis-
ter Berlusconi and some reporters spoke in
Italian, and their remarks were translated by
an interpreter. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the audio was in-
complete.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployments of United States
Combat-Equipped Armed Forces 
June 15, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am providing this supplemental consolidat-
ed report, prepared by my Administration and
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
(Public Law 93–148), as part of my efforts to
keep the Congress informed about global de-
ployments of U.S. Armed Forces equipped for
combat. This supplemental report covers ongo-
ing U.S. contingency operations overseas.

Since October 7, 2001, the United States has
conducted combat operations in Afghanistan
against al-Qa’ida terrorists and their Taliban
supporters, and has deployed various combat-
equipped forces to a number of locations in the
Central, Pacific, European, Southern, and Afri-
ca Command areas of operation in support of
those and other overseas operations. These op-
erations and deployments remain ongoing and
were previously reported consistent with Public
Law 107–40 and the War Powers Resolution.

In response to the terrorist threat, I will di-
rect additional measures, as necessary, in the
exercise of the right of the United States to self-
defense and to protect U.S. citizens and inter-
ests. Such measures may include short-notice
deployments of special operations and other
forces for sensitive operations in various loca-
tions throughout the world. It is not possible to
know at this time the precise scope or the dura-
tion of the deployments of U.S. Armed Forces
necessary to counter the terrorist threat to the
United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the assis-
tance of numerous international partners, con-
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue
al-Qa’ida terrorists and to eliminate support to
al-Qa’ida. These operations have been success-
ful in seriously degrading al-Qa’ida’s capabili-
ties. United States Armed Forces, with the as-
sistance of numerous international partners,
brought an end to the Taliban regime. Our forc-
es are actively pursuing and engaging remaining
al-Qa’ida and Taliban fighters in Afghanistan.
The total number of U.S. forces in Afghanistan
is approximately 58,000, of which approximately

20,000 are assigned to the International Securi-
ty Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. The
U.N. Security Council authorized ISAF in U.N.
Security Council Resolution 1386 of December
20, 2001, and has reaffirmed its authorization
since that time, most recently for a 12-month
period from October 13, 2008, in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1833 of September 22,
2008. The mission of ISAF, under NATO com-
mand, is to assist the Government of Afghani-
stan in creating a safe and secure environment
that allows for continued reconstruction and the
exercise and extension of Afghan authority.
Presently, 40 nations contribute to ISAF, in-
cluding all 28 NATO Allies.

The United States continues to detain several
hundred al-Qa’ida and Taliban fighters who are
believed to pose a continuing threat to the Unit-
ed States and its interests. The combat-
equipped forces deployed since January 2002 to
Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in the
U.S. Southern Command area of operations,
continue to conduct secure detention opera-
tions for those detained at Guantanamo Bay un-
der Public Law 107–40 and consistent with the
law of war.

The U.N. Security Council authorized a Mul-
tinational Force (MNF) in Iraq, under unified
command, in U.N. Security Council Resolution
1511 of October 16, 2003, and reaffirmed its
authorization in U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1546 of June 8, 2004, U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1637 of November 8, 2005, U.N.
Security Council Resolution 1723 of November
28, 2006, and U.N. Security Council Resolution
1790 of December 18, 2007; the authorization
was not renewed in 2009. Since the expiration
of the authorization and mandate for the MNF
in U.N. Security Council Resolution 1790 on
December 31, 2008, U.S. forces have continued
operations to support Iraq in its efforts to main-
tain security and stability in Iraq pursuant to the
bilateral Agreement Between the United States
of America and the Republic of Iraq on the
Withdrawal of United States Forces from Iraq
and the Organization of Their Activities during
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Their Temporary Presence in Iraq, which en-
tered into force on January 1, 2009. These
contributions have included, but have not
been limited to, assisting in building the capa-
bility of the Iraqi security forces, supporting
the development of Iraq’s political institutions,
improving local governance, enhancing minis-
terial capacity, and providing critical humani-
tarian and reconstruction assistance to the
Iraqis. The U.S. contribution of forces to the
Iraq mission fluctuates over time, depending
on the conditions in theater as determined by
the commanders on the ground; the present
U.S. contribution is approximately 138,000
U.S. military personnel.

In furtherance of U.S. efforts against terror-
ists who pose a continuing and imminent
threat to the United States, its friends, its al-
lies, and our forces abroad, the United States
continues to work with partners around the
globe. These efforts include the deployment of
U.S. combat-equipped forces to assist in en-
hancing the counterterrorism capabilities of
our friends and allies. United States combat-
equipped forces continue to be located in the
Horn of Africa region.

In addition, the United States continues to
conduct maritime interception operations on
the high seas in the areas of responsibility of
all of the geographic combatant commands.
These maritime operations are aimed at stop-
ping the movement, arming, and financing of
international terrorists.

As noted in previous reports regarding U.S.
contributions in support of peacekeeping ef-
forts in Kosovo, the U.N. Security Council au-
thorized Member States to establish a NATO-
led Kosovo Force (KFOR) in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The
original mission of KFOR was to monitor, ver-
ify, and, when necessary, enforce compliance
with the Military Technical Agreement be-
tween NATO and Serbia (formerly the Feder-
al Republic of Yugoslavia), while maintaining a
safe and secure environment. Today, KFOR
deters renewed hostilities and, with local au-
thorities and international police, contributes
to the maintenance of a safe and secure envi-
ronment that facilitates the work of the Euro-
pean Union (EU)-led International Civilian

Office and the EU Rule of Law Mission (EU-
LEX).

Currently, 25 NATO nations contribute to
KFOR. Eight non-NATO countries also par-
ticipate by providing military and other sup-
port personnel. The U.S. contribution to
KFOR is about 1,400 U.S. military personnel,
or approximately 10 percent of the total
strength of approximately 13,700 personnel.

The U.S. forces participating in KFOR have
been assigned to the eastern region of Kosovo
but also have operated in other areas of the
country based on mission requirements. For
U.S. KFOR forces, as for KFOR generally,
helping to maintain a safe and secure environ-
ment and freedom of movement remain the
principal military tasks. The KFOR operates
under NATO command and control and rules
of engagement, and coordinates with and sup-
ports EULEX, within its means and capabili-
ties. The KFOR provides a security presence
in towns, villages, and the countryside, and or-
ganizes checkpoints and patrols in key areas to
provide security, to protect all segments of
Kosovo’s population, and to help instill a feel-
ing of confidence across all ethnic communi-
ties throughout Kosovo.

NATO periodically conducts formal reviews
of KFOR’s mission. These reviews provide a
basis for assessing current force levels, future
requirements, and recommendations for ad-
justments to KFOR’s force structure and
eventual withdrawal. NATO adopted the Joint
Operations Area plan to regionalize and ratio-
nalize its force structure in the Balkans.

The Kosovo Police (KP) has primary re-
sponsibility for public safety and policing
throughout Kosovo. The EULEX monitors,
mentors, and advises the KP and possesses
limited executive authority. The KP provides
the first line of riot response, to be followed by
EULEX’s specialized anti-riot police (Formed
Police Units or FPUs). The KFOR also offers
as-needed security assistance in response to
civil unrest. The KFOR augments security in
particularly sensitive areas or in response to
particular threats as events on the ground dic-
tate.

In January 2009, the Government of Kosovo
established the Kosovo Security Force (KSF)
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and began the process of dissolving the Kosovo
Protection Corps (KPC). The KSF is a lightly
armed, civilian-led security force that provides
crisis response, explosive ordnance disposal,
and civil protection. The newly formed Ministry
for the Kosovo Security Force provides civilian
oversight and control for the KSF. The KFOR
provides technical and policy guidance to the
KSF and assists with recruiting for new mem-
bers, chairing selection boards that identify for-
mer KPC members to join the KSF, supervising
NATO-standard training programs for new re-
cruits, and coordinating KSF equipment pur-
chases and donations.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-

ant to my constitutional authority to conduct
the foreign relations of the United States and as
Commander in Chief and Chief Executive. Of-
ficials of my Administration and I communicate
regularly with the leadership and other Mem-
bers of Congress with regard to these deploy-
ments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 16.

The President’s News Conference With President Lee Myung-bak of South
Korea
June 16, 2009

President Obama. Good morning, everybody.
President Lee, on behalf of the American peo-
ple, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Wash-
ington. Hwan yong hamnida.

President Lee. Thank you.
President Obama. I’m looking forward to

continuing our conversation over lunch, and I
know that First Lady Michelle Obama is very
much delighted to host your wife today as well.

The Republic of Korea is one of America’s
closest allies. Our friendship has been forged
through a history of shared sacrifice, and it is
anchored in our shared democratic values. And,
Mr. President, I’m pleased that the friendship
between our countries has only grown stronger
under your leadership.

We meet at a time of great challenges. On
the Korean Peninsula, North Korea has aban-
doned its own commitments and violated inter-
national law. Its nuclear and ballistic missile
programs pose a grave threat to peace and secu-
rity of Asia and to the world. In the face of these
threats and provocations, the people of the Re-
public of Korea have shown a steadiness and a
resolve that has earned the respect of the Unit-
ed States and of the world.

Today President Lee and I reiterated our
shared commitment to the complete denuclear-

ization of the Korean Peninsula. We have reaf-
firmed the endurance of our alliance and Amer-
ica’s commitment to the defense of the Repub-
lic of Korea. And we discussed the measures
that we are taking with our partners in the re-
gion, including Russia, China, and Japan, to
make it clear to North Korea that it will not find
security or respect through threats and illegal
weapons.

That united international front has been on
full display since North Korea’s ballistic missile
test in April and was further galvanized by its
recent nuclear test. On Friday the United Na-
tions Security Council unanimously adopted a
resolution that called for strong steps to block
North Korea’s nuclear and ballistic missile pro-
grams. Now we must pursue a sustained and ro-
bust effort to implement this resolution togeth-
er with our international partners. And in addi-
tion to the Korean Peninsula, we are committed
to a global effort to pursue the goal of a world
without nuclear weapons, an effort that I will be
discussing later this summer in Moscow and at
the G–8.

So I want to be clear that there is another
path available to North Korea, a path that leads
to peace and economic opportunity for the peo-
ple of North Korea, including full integration
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into the community of nations. That destina-
tion can only be reached through peaceful ne-
gotiations that achieve the full and verifiable
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.
That is the opportunity that exists for North
Korea, and President Lee and I join with the
international community in urging the North
Koreans to take it.

President Lee and I also discussed our ef-
forts to confront the global economic crisis.
Earlier this year in London, we agreed upon
bold and sustained action to jump-start growth
and to prevent a crisis like this from never
happening again. Today we reaffirmed this ef-
fort as well as our commitment to resist pro-
tectionism and to continue our close collabora-
tion in the run-up to the next meeting of the
G–20 in Pittsburgh.

In addition to taking immediate action to
put our economies on the path to recovery,
both President Lee and I want to build a foun-
dation for new prosperity. In particular, we
believe that the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea can partner together on behalf of
clean energy and sustainable growth, so that
we’re working together to build the jobs and
the industries of the future.

Finally, I think it’s important to note that
we are releasing a joint statement laying out a
shared vision for our alliance in the 21st centu-
ry. Our friendship has often, understandably,
focused on security issues, particularly in
Northeast Asia. But we’re also committed to a
sustained strategic partnership with the Re-
public of Korea on the full range of global
challenges that we’re facing, from economic
development to our support for democracy
and human rights, for—from nonproliferation
to counterterrorism and peacekeeping.

The challenges of our young century can
only be met through partnership, and the
United States is honored to partner with the
Korean people. We will be resolute in the de-
fense of our security. We will collaborate on
behalf of innovation and opportunity. And we
will strengthen and deepen the friendship
among our people. That’s our commitment as
friends and allies, and I look forward to work-
ing with President Lee on behalf of a more

peaceful and prosperous future in Asia and
around the world.

Thank you so much.
President Lee. Thank you.
Today President Obama and I—and the

people of the United States have extended to
us their warmest welcome, and I would like to
thank them sincerely. President Obama and I
met last time in April in London, during the
sidelines of the G–20, and today is our second
meeting.

During my talks with President Obama, we
had a very substantive talks. We, of course,
talked about the security situation surrounding
the Korean Peninsula, but also about the fu-
ture of our Korea-U.S. alliance and our joint
vision for this future. And of course, we have
agreed on the joint vision for the future, and I
think this is a testament of our common com-
mitment, because for the last 60 years since
the Korean war, our relationship has been one
of a strong security alliance and a partnership.
Now, the future in this new era is about not
only strengthening our mutual partnership,
but also working together side by side to tackle
issues of global concern.

And on that regard, I am extremely pleased
to note that today is a meaningful and very sig-
nificant day for Korea-U.S. alliance, of really
upgrading to a new plateau our relationship
and partnership. I take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank the great people of America for
their selfless sacrifice in defending my country
and its people, and on behalf of the Korean
people, thank you.

As reiterated by President Obama, we
agreed that under no circumstance are we go-
ing to allow North Korea to possess nuclear
weapons. We also agreed to robustly imple-
ment U.N. Security Council Resolution 1874,
and of course, all parties will faithfully take
part in implementing this resolution.

Also, we agreed that based on the firm
cooperation between the U.S. and Korea, the
five countries taking part in the six-party talks
will discuss new measures and policies that
will effectively persuade North Korea to
irrevocably dismantle all their nuclear
weapons programs. President Obama
reaffirmed this firm commitment toward
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ensuring the security of South Korea through
extended deterrence, which includes the
nuclear umbrella, and this has given the South
Korean people a greater sense of security.

President Obama and I also talked about the
KORUS FTA and welcomed the initiation of
working-level consultations to make progress on
the issues surrounding the KORUS FTA and
agreed to make joint efforts to chart our way
forward on the agreement.

I also took time to invite President Obama to
visit South Korea. And I also conveyed to him
our warmest gratitude on behalf of the Korean
people to the people of America. Once again,
I’m very pleased to note that he and I engaged
in very constructive discussions, and I’m very
pleased with the results.

Once again, I thank President Obama and
the people of the United States. Thank you.

President Obama. Okay, we’ve got time for a
couple of questions. Scott Wilson at the Post
[Washington Post].

North Korea

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. North Korea
has said it should be recognized as a nuclear
power, and it has set that as a precondition for
normal relations with the United States and
with other nations. Given its belligerent re-
sponse to the recent sanctions and the indige-
nous nature of its nuclear program, does your
administration—is it coming to the realization
that recognizing North Korea as a country that’s
going to have nuclear weapons for a long time is
one way to go? And if so, what influences does
that have on your policy options?

And to President Lee, do you believe your
country is currently under threat of attack from
the North given its recent rhetoric? Thank you.

President Obama. We have continually insist-
ed that North Korea denuclearize. The Repub-
lic of Korea agrees with this position. Other al-
lies, like Japan, agree with this position. China
and Russia agree with this position. The United
Nations Security Council reflects this view. We
will pursue denuclearization on the Korean
Peninsula vigorously.

So we have not come to a conclusion that
North Korea will or should be a nuclear power.

Given their past behavior, given the belligerent
manner in which they are constantly threaten-
ing their neighbors, I don’t think there’s any
question that that would be a destabilizing situ-
ation that would be a profound threat to not on-
ly the United States security, but to world secu-
rity.

North Korea also has a track record of prolif-
eration that makes it unacceptable for them to
be accepted as a nuclear power. They have not
shown in the past any restraint in terms of ex-
porting weapons to not only state actors, but al-
so non-state actors.

So what we’ve said is, is that there is a path
for North Korea to take in which they are join-
ing the world community, becoming integrated
into the world economy, able to feed their own
people, able to provide prosperity for their peo-
ple. I know that the Republic of Korea wel-
comes that kind of neighbor. And obviously,
there’s a strong historic bond between the Ko-
rean peoples that should be affirmed. But in or-
der to take that path, North Korea has to make
a decision and understand that prestige and se-
curity and prosperity are not going to come
through the path of threatening neighbors and
engaging in violations of international law.

President Lee. Right now, North Korea,
there was a question about whether we fear an
imminent attack by North Korea. Sixty years
ago, North Korea invaded South Korea and
they began a war. After that, there were numer-
ous amount of threats leveled against South Ko-
rea ever since. However, South Korea, we have
always been very firm in our response and al-
ways prepared. And of course, this is based
firmly on the firm cooperation and partnership
and alliance between Korea and the United
States. And North Koreans, when they look at
the firm partnership and alliance that we have
between our two countries, they will think twice
about taking any measures that they will regret.

And again, this very firm alliance that we
have between the United States and Korea is
going to prevent anything from happening. And
of course, North Korea may have—may wish to
do so, but of course, they will not be able to do
so.
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Six-Party Talks

Q. [Inaudible]—from Korea’s Yonhap News
Agency. A question going out to President
Lee. North Korea recently said that they will
not return to the six-party talks. They have de-
nounced the U.N. Security Council resolution
and said they will not give up their nuclear
weapons program. Can you, sir, talk about
if—whether you talked about how you plan to
proceed forward, and did you talk about this
with President Obama?

And of course, their continuing threat ema-
nating from North Korea—a South Korean
worker has been and is still detained by the
North Koreans. What are your thoughts about
the maintenance of the Kaesong industrial
complex, and did you talk about—President
Obama—or were there any concerns from the
Americans about the Kaesong industrial com-
plex?

President Lee. North Korea has been resist-
ing, and they’ve reacted aggressively to the
new U.N. Security Council resolution, which
is quite expected. And of course, the North
Koreans may react by firing another round of
missiles or taking actions. We can also expect
that from them as well. However, North Kore-
ans must understand that they will not be able
to gain compensation by provoking a crisis.
This has been a pattern in the past, but this
will no longer be. The firm U.S.-Korea coop-
eration and alliance will not allow that. And
the recent Security Council resolution is not
simply about words; it is about taking follow-
up action and vigorously implementing the
U.N. Security Council resolution. And we’ll
make sure that we fully implement the U.N.
Security Council resolution.

Like I said, the North Koreans must under-
stand that their past behavior will not stand.
And of course, not only the U.S.-Korea close
partnership, but Japan, China, and the rest of
the international community will take part in
this effort. And now the North Koreans will
come to understand that this is different, that
they will not be able to repeat the past or their
past tactics and strategies. I urge the North
Koreans to fully give up their nuclear weapons
programs and ambitions and to become a re-

sponsible member of the international com-
munity.

With regards to the Kaesong industrial
complex, the North Korean authorities are de-
manding unacceptable demands, and we will
not accept such demands being laid out by the
North Koreans. Of course, the South Korean
Government is very much for maintaining the
Kaesong industrial complex because the Kae-
song industrial complex is a channel of dialog
between the two Koreas. And also, another
fact that we must not overlook is the fact that
there are 40,000 North Korean workers cur-
rently working in Kaesong industrial complex.
If the Kaesong industrial complex were to
close, these 40,000 North Korean workers will
lose their jobs.

And therefore, I ask that—I urge the North
Koreans not to make any unacceptable de-
mands, because we cannot really know what
will happen if they continue on this path. And
also the North Koreans have been detaining a
South Korean worker. They haven’t been giv-
ing us any explanation, and also we know that
there are two American journalists being cur-
rently held by the North Koreans. I urge the
North Koreans to release not only the two
American journalists, but also the South Kore-
an worker, without any conditions, to release
them as soon as possible. The international
community is asking the North Koreans to
take that path. And once again, I urge in the
strongest terms that they release these two
American journalists, as well as the Korean
worker being held.

United Nations Sanctions Against North Korea

President Obama. Chip [Chip Reid, CBS
News].

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Since it’s such
a pleasant day, I was hoping you’d consent to
let me ask two questions. The first one, on re-
ports that there’s a new policy on intercepting
North Korean ships at sea, if you could say
anything about that. And are you concerned
that that could provoke North Korea to new
levels, higher levels of hostility?

President Obama. Well, this is not simply a
U.S. policy; this is a international policy. This
was part of what the Security Council
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resolution calls for, is the interdiction of arms
shipments. How that’s going to be implement-
ed, how we approach cooperation between vari-
ous countries to enforce this, is something that
the United States, South Korea, China, Russia,
all relevant actors—Japan—all relevant actors
will be discussing in the months to come.

But I want to emphasize something that
President Lee said. There’s been a pattern in
the past where North Korea behaves in a bellig-
erent fashion, and if it waits long enough, is
then rewarded with foodstuffs and fuel and
concessionary loans and a whole range of bene-
fits. And I think that’s the pattern that they’ve
come to expect.

The message we’re sending—and when I say
“we,” not simply the United States and the Re-
public of Korea, but I think the international
community—is we are going to break that pat-
tern. We are more than willing to engage in ne-
gotiations to get North Korea on a path of
peaceful coexistence with its neighbors, and we
want to encourage their prosperity. But bellig-
erent, provocative behavior that threatens
neighbors will be met with significant, serious
enforcement of sanctions that are in place.

And I think it may not have been fully ac-
knowledged the degree to which we have seen
much tougher sanctions voted out unanimously,
in fairly rapid order, over the last several weeks.
And I expect that that signals the degree to
which we’re serious about enforcement.

U.S. Financial Regulatory System Oversight

Q. And secondly, Mr. President, tomorrow
you’re going to be rolling out your financial reg-
ulation plan. And I know you’re not going to
want to step all over what you’re going to say to-
morrow. However, we do know from your ad-
visers that you plan to recommend the creation
of a new agency, the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Agency. So you’ll have the CFPA,
you’ve got the Fed, the SEC, the FDIC, and on
and on; it’s like alphabet soup. Why did you de-
cide not to consolidate agencies, but instead to
add to the agencies? Isn’t too many agencies
part of the problem?

President Obama. You’re right; I don’t want
to step on my announcement tomorrow. So let

me just speak in broad principles, and then to-
morrow you’ll have a chance to ask questions of
the administration about exactly what we’ve
proposed.

The broad principle is that a lack of over-
sight, a series of regulatory gaps allowed finan-
cial institutions—not just banks, but non-bank
institutions—to engage in wild risk-taking that
didn’t simply imperil those institutions, but im-
periled the United States economy and had a
profound recessionary effect on the world econ-
omy. We have to make sure that we’ve got a up-
dated regulatory system—that hasn’t been sig-
nificantly changed since the 1930s—to deal
with enormous global capital flows and a range
of new instruments and risk-taking that has
been very dangerous for the American people.

We are going to put forward a very strong set
of regulatory measures that we think can pre-
vent this kind of crisis from happening again.
We expect that Congress will work swiftly to get
these laws in place. I want to sign them, and we
want to get them up and running.

And I think when you see the overall ap-
proach that we’re taking, you’ll see that we have
not, in fact, added a whole host of regulatory
agencies. In fact, there’s going to be streamlin-
ing, consolidation, and additional overlap so
that you don’t find people falling through the
gaps, whether it’s on the consumer protection
side, the investor protection side, the systemic
risk that we need to make sure is avoided, on all
those issues that’s going to be a much more ef-
fectively integrated system than previously.

But it’s going to be, as usual, a heavy lift, be-
cause there are going to be people who want to
keep on taking these risks, counting on U.S. tax-
payers to bail them out if their bets go bad. And
you’ll hear a lot of chatter about, “we don’t need
more regulation” and “government needs to get
off our backs.” There’s a short memory, unfor-
tunately, and I think that’s what some of the
special interests and lobbyists are going to be
counting on, that somehow we’ve forgotten the
disaster that arose out of their reckless behav-
ior. And I’m going to keep on reminding them
so we make sure that we get something in place
that prevents this kind of situation from hap-
pening again.
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South Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement

Q. Kim—[inaudible]—from Korea’s YTN.
A question going out to President Obama. You
spoke about how the two leaders, you agreed
to move forward the KORUS FTA. However,
in certain segments of—here in the United
States, there are calls that are resistant to the
KORUS FTA because of automobile issues
and others. And of course, there are calls for
proponents of the KORUS FTA. When do you
expect to submit the KORUS FTA? Are you
willing to submit it sometime this year?

President Obama. One of the things that
President Lee and I discussed in London, not
just bilaterally, but with other world leaders, is
the importance at a time when the global
economy has been devastated by recession
that we do not resort to protectionist mea-
sures, that we continue to affirm the impor-
tance of free trade between countries in order
to—everyone’s prosperity.

Now, as you know, trade negotiations are al-
ways difficult between any country because,
although over time trade can increase prosper-
ity for all, in the short term, various industries
want to know how is this going to affect them.

In Korea there are issues of beef imports. In
the United States there are questions about
whether there’s sufficient reciprocity with re-
spect to cars. These are all understandable, le-
gitimate issues for negotiation. What I’ve done
is to affirm to President Lee that we want to
work constructively with the Republic of Ko-
rea in a systematic way to clear some of these
barriers that are preventing free trade from
occurring between our two countries.

Once we have resolved some of the substan-
tive issues, then there’s going to be the issue of
political timing and when that should be pre-
sented to Congress. But I don’t want to put
the cart before the horse—I don’t know if
that’s an expression in Korean. But we want to
make sure that we have the—a agreement that
I feel confident is good for the American peo-
ple, that President Lee feels confident is good
for the Korean people, before we start trying
to time when we would present it. But I am
committed to moving forward on a path that

will increase commercial ties that are already
very strong between our two countries.

Okay. Thank you very much, everybody.

Election in Iran

Q. Iran? On Iran?
President Obama. It was only, let’s see, I

think 7 hours ago or 8 hours ago when I—I
have said before that I have deep concerns
about the election. And I think that the world
has deep concerns about the election. You’ve
seen in Iran some initial reaction from the Su-
preme Leader that indicates he understands
the Iranian people have deep concerns about
the election.

Now, it’s not productive, given the history
of U.S.-Iranian relations, to be seen as med-
dling—the U.S. President meddling in Iranian
elections. What I will repeat, and what I said
yesterday, is that when I see violence directed
at peaceful protestors, when I see peaceful
dissent being suppressed, wherever that takes
place, it is of concern to me, and it’s of con-
cern to the American people. That is not how
governments should interact with their peo-
ple.

And my hope is, is that the Iranian people
will make the right steps in order for them to
be able to express their voices, to express their
aspirations. I do believe that something has
happened in Iran where there is a questioning
of the kinds of antagonistic postures towards
the international community that have taken
place in the past, and that there are people
who want to see greater openness and greater
debate and want to see greater democracy.
How that plays out over the next several days
and several weeks is something, ultimately, for
the Iranian people to decide. But I stand
strongly with the universal principle that peo-
ple’s voices should be heard and not sup-
pressed.

Okay? All right. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 11:40 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Kim Yoon-ok, wife of President Lee; and
Supreme Leader Ali Hoseini-Khamenei of
Iran. President Lee referred to Yu Song-jin, a
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South Korean worker at the Kaesong industrial
complex in North Korea, who has been held by
North Korean authorities since March 30; and
American journalists Euna Lee and Laura Ling,

who have been held by North Korean authori-
ties since March 17. President Lee and some
reporters spoke in Korean, and their remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Republic of Korea on
the Alliance Between the United States of America and the Republic of Korea
June 16, 2009

The United States of America and the Re-
public of Korea are building an Alliance to en-
sure a peaceful, secure and prosperous future
for the Korean Peninsula, the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, and the world.

Our open societies, our commitment to free
democracy and a market economy, and our sus-
tained partnership provide a foundation for the
enduring friendship, shared values, and mutual
respect that tightly bind the American and Ko-
rean peoples.

The bonds that underpin our Alliance and
our partnership are strengthened and enriched
by the close relationships among our citizens.
We pledge to continue programs and efforts to
build even closer ties between our societies, in-
cluding cooperation among business, civic, cul-
tural, academic, and other institutions.

The United States-Republic of Korea Mutual
Defense Treaty remains the cornerstone of the
U.S.-ROK security relationship, which has
guaranteed peace and stability on the Korean
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia for over fifty
years. Over that time, our security Alliance has
strengthened and our partnership has wid-
ened to encompass political, economic, so-
cial and cultural cooperation. Together, on
this solid foundation, we will build a compre-
hensive strategic alliance of bilateral, regional
and global scope, based on common values and
mutual trust. Together, we will work shoulder-
to-shoulder to tackle challenges facing both our
nations on behalf of the next generation.

The Alliance is adapting to changes in the
21st Century security environment. We will
maintain a robust defense posture, backed by
allied capabilities which support both nations’
security interests. The continuing commitment
of extended deterrence, including the U.S. nu-
clear umbrella, reinforces this assurance. In ad-

vancing the bilateral plan for restructuring the
Alliance, the Republic of Korea will take the
lead role in the combined defense of Korea,
supported by an enduring and capable U.S. mil-
itary force presence on the Korean Peninsula,
in the region, and beyond.

We will continue to deepen our strong bilat-
eral economic, trade and investment relations.
We recognize that the Korea-U.S. (KORUS)
Free Trade Agreement could further strength-
en these ties and we are committed to working
together to chart a way forward. We aim to
make low-carbon green growth into a new en-
gine for sustainable economic prosperity and
will closely cooperate in this regard. We will
strengthen civil space cooperation, and work
closely together on clean energy research and
the peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

Through our Alliance we aim to build a bet-
ter future for all people on the Korean Peninsu-
la, establishing a durable peace on the Peninsu-
la and leading to peaceful reunification on the
principles of free democracy and a market
economy. We will work together to achieve the
complete and verifiable elimination of North
Korea’s nuclear weapons and existing nuclear
programs, as well as ballistic missile programs,
and to promote respect for the fundamental hu-
man rights of the North Korean people.

In the Asia-Pacific region we will work joint-
ly with regional institutions and partners to
foster prosperity, keep the peace, and improve
the daily lives of the people of the region. We
believe that open societies and open econo-
mies create prosperity and support human dig-
nity, and our nations and civic organizations
will promote human rights, democracy, free
markets, and trade and investment liberaliza-
tion in the region. To enhance security in the
Asia-Pacific, our governments will advocate
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for, and take part in, effective cooperative re-
gional efforts to promote mutual understand-
ing, confidence and transparency regarding
security issues among the nations of the re-
gion.

Our governments and our citizens will
work closely to address the global challenges
of terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, piracy, organized crime and nar-
cotics, climate change, poverty, infringement
on human rights, energy security, and epi-
demic disease. The Alliance will enhance co-
ordination on peacekeeping, post-conflict sta-
bilization and development assistance, as is
being undertaken in Iraq and Afghanistan.

We will also strengthen coordination in mul-
tilateral mechanisms aimed at global econom-
ic recovery such as the G20.

The United States of America and the Re-
public of Korea will work to achieve our com-
mon Alliance goals through strategic coopera-
tion at every level. Proven bilateral mecha-
nisms such as the Security Consultative Meet-
ing and the Strategic Consultations for Allied
Partnership will remain central to realizing
this shared vision for the Alliance.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Start of Afghanistan’s Election Season
June 16, 2009

I congratulate the Afghan people on the
start of your official election campaign period.
On August 20 this year, the people of Afghani-
stan will choose a President to lead your nation
and also elect Provincial councils to represent
you locally.

The successful Presidential candidate will
have a full agenda and high expectations. Af-
ghan institutions must better serve the people.
There must be full accountability and trans-
parency, so that Afghans can see where their
money is spent. Fighters who are ready to lay
down their arms and embrace peace must be
reintegrated, and Afghanistan needs to work
with all her neighbours to promote security
and opportunity in the region. In all of these
efforts, Afghanistan’s next President will have
a partner in the United States.

Each nation gives life to democracy in its
own way, grounded in the traditions of its own
people. The United States does not support or

oppose any particular Presidential or Provin-
cial council candidate. Instead, we support the
right of the people of Afghanistan to choose
their own leaders. That is why we are working
with Afghan electoral authorities and the Unit-
ed Nations to help Afghans ensure a credible,
secure, and inclusive election process in which
all candidates have fair access to media, can
freely travel and campaign, and are comfort-
able with the integrity of the ballots cast on
election day.

The United States seeks an enduring part-
nership with the Afghan people, not with any
particular Afghan leader. That partnership will
be dedicated to enabling the newly elected
President and other officials to deliver gover-
nance, security, justice, and economic oppor-
tunity to all Afghans. That is the future that
the Afghan people deserve, and that is the fu-
ture that we will seek with the successful can-
didates and the people who elect them.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the New
Zealand-United States Taxation Convention
June 16, 2009

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to its ratification, the Proto-

col Amending the Convention between the
United States of America and New Zealand for
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion With Respect to
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Taxes on Income, signed on December 1, 2008,
at Washington (the “proposed Protocol”). I also
transmit for the information of the Senate the
report of the Department of State, which in-
cludes an Overview of the proposed Protocol.

The proposed Protocol provides for the elim-
ination of withholding taxes on certain cross-
border direct dividend payments and on cross-
border interest payments to certain financial
enterprises. The proposed Protocol reduces the
existing Convention’s 10-percent limit on with-
holding taxes on cross-border payments of roy-
alties to 5 percent.

The proposed Protocol contains a compre-
hensive provision designed to prevent “treaty

shopping,” which is the inappropriate use of a
tax treaty by third-country residents. The pro-
posed Protocol also provides for the exchange
of information between tax authorities of the
two countries to facilitate the administration of
each country’s tax laws.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the proposed Proto-
col and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 16, 2009.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Financial Regulators
June 17, 2009

We got everybody? All right, well, we’re
looking forward to a constructive conversation
with these outstanding regulators and supervi-
sors who have helped us design how we’re go-
ing to approach a critical problem in our econo-
my. I’ll have more to say about it this afternoon,

but I want to publicly thank them for their ser-
vice to the country.

All right, thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks on Financial Regulatory Reform
June 17, 2009

Thank you. Please, everybody, be seated.
Thank you very much. Since taking office, my
administration has mounted what I think has to
be acknowledged as an extraordinary response
to a historic economic crisis. But even as we
take decisive action to repair the damage to our
economy, we’re working hard to build a new
foundation for sustained economic growth. This
will not be easy. We know that this recession is
not the result of one failure, but of many. And
many of the toughest challenges we face are the
product of a cascade of mistakes and missed op-
portunities which took place over the course of
decades. 

That’s why, as part of this new foundation,
we’re seeking to build an energy economy that
creates new jobs and new businesses to free us
from our dependence on foreign oil. We want

to foster an education system that instills in
each generation the capacity to turn ideas into
innovations, and innovations into industries and
jobs. And as I discussed on Monday at the
American Medical Association, we want to re-
form our health care system so that we can re-
main healthy and competitive.

This new foundation also requires strong, vi-
brant financial markets, operating under trans-
parent, fairly administered rules of the road that
protect America’s consumers and our economy
from the devastating breakdown that we’ve wit-
nessed in recent years.

It is an indisputable fact that one of the most
significant contributors to our economic down-
turn was a unraveling of major financial institu-
tions and the lack of adequate regulatory struc-
tures to prevent abuse and excess. A culture of
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irresponsibility took root from Wall Street to
Washington to Main Street. And a regulatory
regime basically crafted in the wake of a 20th
century economic crisis—the Great Depres-
sion—was overwhelmed by the speed, scope,
and sophistication of a 21st century global
economy. 

In recent years, financial innovators, seek-
ing an edge in the marketplace, produced a
huge variety of new and complex financial in-
struments. And these products, such as asset-
based securities, were designed to spread risk,
but unfortunately, ended up concentrating
risk. Loans were sold to banks, banks packaged
these loans into securities, investors bought
these securities often with little insight into
the risks to which they were exposed. And it
was easy money while it lasted. But these
schemes were built on a pile of sand. And as
the appetite for these products grew, lenders
lowered standards to attract new borrowers.
Many Americans bought homes and borrowed
money without being adequately informed of
the terms, and often without accepting the re-
sponsibilities. 

Meanwhile, executive compensation un-
moored from long-term performance, or even
reality, rewarded recklessness rather than re-
sponsibility. And this wasn’t just the failure of
individuals; this was a failure of the entire sys-
tem. The actions of many firms escaped scruti-
ny. In some cases, the dealings of these institu-
tions were so complex and opaque that few in-
side or outside these companies understood
what was happening. Where there were gaps
in the rules, regulators lacked the authority to
take action. Where there were overlaps, regu-
lators lacked accountability for their inaction. 

An absence of oversight engendered sys-
tematic and systemic abuse. Instead of reduc-
ing risk, the markets actually magnified risks
that were being taken by ordinary families and
large firms alike. There was far too much debt
and not nearly enough capital in the system.
And a growing economy bred complacency.

Now, we all know the result: the bursting of
a debt-based bubble; the failure of several of
the world’s largest financial institutions; the
sudden decline in available credit; the deterio-
ration of the economy; the unprecedented in-

tervention of the Federal Government to sta-
bilize the financial markets and prevent a wid-
er collapse; and most importantly, the terrible
pain in the lives of ordinary Americans. And
there are retirees who’ve lost much of their life
savings, families devastated by job losses, small
businesses forced to shut their doors. Millions
of Americans who’ve worked hard and be-
haved responsibly have seen their life dreams
eroded by the irresponsibility of others and by
the failure of their Government to provide ad-
equate oversight. Our entire economy has
been undermined by that failure.

So the question is, what do we do now? We
did not choose how this crisis began, but we do
have a choice in the legacy this crisis leaves be-
hind. So today my administration is proposing
a sweeping overhaul of the financial regulatory
system, a transformation on a scale not seen
since the reforms that followed the Great De-
pression. 

These proposals reflect intensive consulta-
tion with leaders of Congress, including those
who are here today: Chairman Dodd and
Chairman Frank, who, along with Senator
Shelby and Representative Bachus, will be
meeting with me throughout this process.
They met with me earlier this year to jump-
start the discussion of reform. These reforms
are also drawing on conversations with regula-
tors, including those I met with this morning,
as well as consumer advocates and business
leaders, academic experts, and the broader
public.

In these efforts, we seek a careful balance.
I’ve always been a strong believer in the power
of the free market. It has been and will remain
the engine of America’s progress, the source of
prosperity that’s unrivaled in history. I believe
that jobs are best created not by government,
but by businesses and entrepreneurs who are
willing to take a risk on a good idea. I believe
that our role is not to disparage wealth, but to
expand its reach; not to stifle the market, but
to strengthen its ability to unleash the creativi-
ty and innovation that still makes this Nation
the envy of the world. 

So that’s our goal: to restore markets in
which we reward hard work and responsibility
and innovation, not recklessness and greed; in
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which honest, vigorous competition is the sys-
tem—in the system is prized, and those who
game the system are thwarted. 

With the reforms we’re proposing today, we
seek to put in place rules that will allow our
markets to promote innovation while discourag-
ing abuse. We seek to create a framework in
which markets can function freely and fairly,
without the fragility in which normal business
cycles suddenly bring the risk of financial col-
lapse. We want a system that works for busi-
nesses and consumers.

There are those who will say that we do not
go far enough, that we should have scrapped
the system altogether and started all over again.
I think that would be a mistake. Instead, we’ve
crafted reforms to pinpoint the structural weak-
nesses that allowed for this crisis and to make
sure that these problems are dealt with so that
we’re preventing crises in the future. 

And there are also those who say that we are
going too far. But the events of the past few
years offer ample testimony for the need to
make significant changes. The absence of a
working regulatory regime over many parts of
the financial system, and over the system as a
whole, led us to near catastrophe. We shouldn’t
forget that. We don’t want to stifle innovation.
But I’m convinced that by setting out clear rules
of the road and ensuring transparency and fair
dealing, we will actually promote a more vibrant
market. This principle is at the heart of the
changes we’re proposing, so let me list them for
you.

First, we’re proposing a set of reforms to re-
quire regulators to look not only at the safety
and soundness of individual institutions but al-
so, for the first time, at the stability of the finan-
cial system as a whole. 

One of the reasons this crisis could take place
is that while many agencies and regulators were
responsible for overseeing individual financial
firms and their subsidiaries, no one was respon-
sible for protecting the whole system from the
kinds of risks that tied these firms to one anoth-
er. Regulators were charged with seeing the
trees, but not the forest. And even then, some
firms that posed a so-called systemic risk were
not regulated as strongly as others; they be-
haved like banks but chose to be regulated as

insurance companies, or investment firms, or
other entities that were under less scrutiny.

As a result, the failure of one firm threatened
the viability of many others, and the effect mul-
tiplied. There was no system in place that was
prepared for this kind of outcome. And more
importantly, no one has been charged with pre-
venting it. We were facing one of the largest fi-
nancial crises in history, and those responsible
for oversight were mostly caught off guard and
without the authority needed to address the
problem. 

It’s time for that to change. I am proposing
that the Federal Reserve be granted new au-
thority, and accountability, for regulating bank
holding companies and other large firms that
pose a risk to the entire economy in the event of
failure. We’ll also raise the standard to which
these kinds of firms are held. If you can pose a
great risk, that means you have a great responsi-
bility. We will require these firms to meet
stronger capital and liquidity requirements so
that they’re more resilient and less likely to fail. 

And even as we place the authority to regu-
late these large firms in the hands of the Feder-
al Reserve, so that lines of responsibility and ac-
countability are clear, we will also create an
oversight council to bring together regulators
from across markets to coordinate and share in-
formation, to identify gaps in regulation, and to
tackle issues that don’t fit neatly into an organi-
zational chart. We’re going to bring everyone
together to take a broader view, and a longer
view, to solve problems in oversight before they
can become crises. 

As part of this effort, we’re proposing the
creation of what’s called resolution authority for
large and interconnected financial firms so that
we’re not only putting in place safeguards to
prevent the failure of these firms but also a set
of orderly procedures that will allow us to pro-
tect the economy if such a firm does in fact go
underwater.

Think about this: If a bank fails, we have a
process through the FDIC that protects deposi-
tors and maintains confidence in the banking
system. This process was created during the
Great Depression when the failure of one bank
led to runs on other banks, which in turn threat-
ened wider turmoil. And it works. Yet we don’t
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have any effective system in place to contain
the failure of an AIG, or the largest and most
interconnected financial firms in our country. 

And that’s why, when this crisis began, cru-
cial decisions about what would happen to
some of the world’s biggest companies—com-
panies employing tens of thousands of people
and holding trillions of dollars in assets—took
place in emergency meetings in the middle of
the night. And that’s why we’ve had to rely on
taxpayer dollars. We should not be forced to
choose between allowing a company to fall in-
to a rapid and chaotic dissolution, or to sup-
port the company with taxpayer money. That’s
an unacceptable choice. There’s too much at
stake, and we’re going to change it. 

Second, we’re proposing a new and power-
ful agency charged with one—just one job:
looking out for ordinary consumers. And this is
essential, for this crisis was not just the result
of decisions made by the mightiest of financial
firms; it was also the result of decisions made
by ordinary Americans to open credit cards
and take out home loans and take on other fi-
nancial obligations. We know that there were
many who took out loans they knew they
couldn’t afford, but there were also millions of
Americans who signed contracts they didn’t al-
ways understand offered by lenders who didn’t
always tell the truth. Even today, folks sign up
for mortgages or student loans or credit cards
and face a bewildering array of incomprehen-
sible options. Companies compete not by of-
fering better products, but more complicated
ones, with more fine print and more hidden
terms. 

So this new agency will change that, build-
ing on credit card reforms I signed into law a
few weeks ago with the help of many of the
Members of Congress who are here today.
This agency will have the power to set stan-
dards so that companies compete by offering
innovative products that consumers actually
want and actually understand. Consumers will
be provided information that is simple, trans-
parent, and accurate. You’ll be able to com-
pare products and see what’s best for you. The
most unfair practices will be banned. Those ri-
diculous contracts with pages of fine print that
no one can figure out—those things will be a

thing of the past. And enforcement will be the
rule, not the exception.

For example, this agency will be empow-
ered to set new rules for home mortgage lend-
ing so that the bad practices that led to the
home mortgage crisis will be stamped out.
Mortgage brokers will be held to higher stan-
dards. Exotic mortgages that hide exploding
costs will no longer be the norm. Home mort-
gage disclosures will be reasonable, clearly
written, and concise. And we’re going to level
the playing field so that nonbanks that offer
home loans are held to the same standards as
banks that offer similar services, so that lend-
ers aren’t competing to lower standards, but
rather are competing to meet a higher bar on
behalf of consumers. 

Now, the mission of this new agency must
also be reflected in the work we do throughout
the Government. There are other agencies,
like the Federal Trade Commission, charged
with protecting consumers, and we must en-
sure that those agencies have the resources
and the state-of-the-art tools to stop unfair and
deceptive practices as well.

Third, we’re proposing a series of changes
designed to promote free and fair markets by
closing gaps and overlaps in our regulatory sys-
tem, including gaps that exist not just within
but between nations. 

We’ve seen that structural deficiencies al-
low some companies to shop for the regulator
of their choice, and others, like hedge funds,
to operate outside of the regulatory system al-
together. We’ve seen the development of fi-
nancial instruments, like many derivatives,
that are so complex as to defy efforts to assess
their actual value. And we’ve seen a system
that allowed lenders to profit by providing
loans to borrowers who would never repay, be-
cause the lender offloaded the loans and the
consequences to somebody else.

And that’s why, as part of these reforms, we
will dismantle the Office of Thrift Supervision
and close loopholes that have allowed impor-
tant institutions to cherry-pick among banking
rules. We will offer only one Federal banking
charter, regulated by a strengthened Federal
supervisor. We’ll raise capital requirements for
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all depository institutions. Hedge fund advisers
will be required to register with the SEC.

We’re also proposing comprehensive regula-
tion of credit default swaps and other deriva-
tives that have threatened the entire financial
system. And we will require the originator of a
loan to retain an economic interest in that loan,
so that the lender, and not just the holder of a
security, for example, has an interest in ensur-
ing that a loan is actually paid back. By setting
commonsense rules, these kinds of financial in-
struments can play a constructive, rather than
destructive role. 

Now, over the past two decades, we’ve seen
time and again cycles of precipitous booms and
busts. In each case, millions of people have had
their lives profoundly disrupted by develop-
ments in the financial system, most severely in
our recent crisis. These aren’t just numbers on a
ledger. This is a child’s chance to get an educa-
tion. This is a family’s ability to pay their bills or
stay in their homes. This is the right of our se-
niors to retire with dignity and security and re-
spect. These are American dreams, and we
should not accept a system that consistently
puts them in danger. Financial institutions have
an obligation to put—to themselves and to the
public to manage risks carefully. And as Presi-
dent, I have a responsibility to ensure that our
financial system works for the economy as a
whole.

There’s always been a tension between those
who place their faith in the invisible hand of the
marketplace and those who place more trust in
the guiding hand of the Government, and that

tension isn’t a bad thing. It gives rise to healthy
debates and creates a dynamism that makes it
possible for us to adapt and grow. For we know
that markets are not an unalloyed force for ei-
ther good or for ill. In many ways, our financial
system reflects us. In the aggregate of countless
independent decisions, we see the potential for
creativity, and the potential for abuse. We see
the capacity for innovations that make our
economy stronger, and for innovations that ex-
ploit our economy’s weaknesses. 

We are called upon to put in place those re-
forms that allow our best qualities to flourish,
while keeping those worst traits in check. We’re
called upon to recognize that the free market is
the most powerful generative force for our
prosperity, but it is not a free license to ignore
the consequences of our actions.

This is a difficult time for our Nation. But
from this period of challenge, we can once
again tap those values and ideals that have al-
lowed us to lead the global economy and will al-
low us to lead once again. That’s how we’ll help
more Americans live their own dreams. That’s
why these reforms are so important. And I look
forward to working with leaders in Congress
and all of you to see these proposals put to work
so that we can overcome this crisis and build a
lasting foundation for prosperity.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:53 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks on Signing a Memorandum on Federal Benefits and Non-
Discrimination
June 17, 2009

Well, today I’m proud to issue a Presidential
memorandum that paves the way for long-over-
due progress in our Nation’s pursuit of equality.
Many of our Government’s hard-working and
dedicated and patriotic public servants have
long been denied basic rights that their col-
leagues enjoy for one simple reason, the people
that they love are of the same sex.

Currently, for example, LGBT Federal em-
ployees can’t always use sick leave to care for
their domestic partners or their partners’ chil-
dren. Their partners aren’t covered under long-
term care insurance. Partners of American For-
eign Service officers abroad aren’t treated the
same way when it comes to the use of medical
facilities or visitation rights in case of an
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emergency. And these are just some of the
wrongs that we intend to right today.

In consultation with Secretary of State Clin-
ton, as well as OPM Director John Berry, my
administration has completed a long and thor-
ough review to identify a number of areas
where we can extend Federal benefits to the
same-sex partners of Foreign Service and ex-
ecutive branch Government employees.

And I’m requesting that Secretary Clinton
and Director Berry do so where possible un-
der existing law, and that the heads of all exec-
utive departments and agencies conduct re-
views to determine where they may do the
same.

Hundreds of Fortune 500 companies al-
ready offer such benefits, not only because it’s
the right thing to do, but because they recog-
nize that it helps them compete for and retain
the best possible talent, and we need top tal-
ent serving their country right now more than
ever.

Now, under current law, we cannot provide
same-sex couples with the full range of bene-
fits enjoyed by heterosexual married couples.
And that’s why I’m proud to announce my
support for the domestic partners benefits and
obligations act; crucial legislation that will
guarantee these rights for all Federal employ-
ees.

I want to thank Representative Tammy
Baldwin, who is behind me some-

where—there she is right there—for her tire-
less leadership on this bill and in the broader
struggle for equality. I want to thank Senators
Joe Lieberman—Joe is here—as well as Susan
Collins for championing this bill in the Senate,
and Representative Barney Frank for his lead-
ership on this and so many other issues. In
fact, this is his second trip to the White House
today. [Laughter] 

It’s a day that marks a historic step towards
the changes we seek, but I think we all have to
acknowledge this is only one step. Among the
steps we have not yet taken is to repeal the
Defense of Marriage Act. I believe it’s dis-
criminatory, I think it interferes with States’
rights, and we will work with Congress to over-
turn it.

We’ve got more work to do to ensure that
Government treats all its citizens equally, to
fight injustice and intolerance in all its forms,
and to bring about that more perfect union.
I’m committed to these efforts, and I pledge to
work tirelessly on behalf of these issues in the
months and years to come. 

Thank you very much everybody, and with
that I am going to sign this executive order.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:04 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The memo-
randum is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Statement on Signing a Memorandum on Federal Benefits and Non-
Discrimination and Support of Domestic Partners Benefits and Obligations
Legislation 
June 17, 2009

In 2007, Michael Guest, the first openly gay
Ambassador confirmed by the United States
Senate, resigned from the Foreign Service. He
loved his career, but he had to leave it in the
end, because he believed that the country he
served was failing to implement the principles
of equality it espoused abroad. His partner was
ineligible for training provided to ambassado-

rial spouses; he bore the costs of his partner’s
transportation to his placements abroad; and
his partner did not receive the overseas bene-
fits and allowances given to spouses of Ambas-
sadors.

It is too late to prevent Ambassador Guest
from having to make the choice he made, but
today I am proud to issue a Presidential
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memorandum that will go a long way toward
achieving equality for many of the hard-work-
ing, dedicated, and patriotic LGBT Americans
serving in our Federal Government, Americans
like Ambassador Guest.

In consultation with Secretary Clinton, who
in her role as Secretary of State oversees our
Foreign Service employees, and Office of Per-
sonnel Management Director John Berry, who
oversees human resource management for our
civil service employees, my administration has
identified a number of areas in which greater
equality can be achieved under existing law by
extending to the same-sex partners of Federal
employees many of the same benefits already
available to the spouses of heterosexual Federal
employees.

I am therefore requesting the Secretary of
State and the Director of the Office of Person-
nel Management to extend the benefits they
have identified to the same-sex partners of Fed-
eral employees where doing so can be achieved
consistent with Federal law. I am also request-
ing the heads of all other executive departments
and agencies to conduct a review of the benefits
they administer to determine which may legally
be extended to same-sex partners.

But this Presidential memorandum is just a
start. Unfortunately, my administration is not
authorized by existing Federal law to provide
same-sex couples with the full range of benefits
enjoyed by heterosexual married couples.
That’s why I stand by my long-standing com-
mitment to work with Congress to repeal the
so-called Defense of Marriage Act. It’s discrim-
inatory, it interferes with States’ rights, and it’s
time we overturned it.

I am also proud to announce my support for
an important piece of legislation introduced in
both Houses of Congress last month, the do-
mestic partners benefits and obligations act of
2009. This legislation will extend to the same-

sex partners of Federal employees the same
benefits already enjoyed by the opposite-sex
spouses of Federal employees.

The legislation has a number of cosponsors in
both Houses of Congress, but among those
many sponsors, I want to recognize one in par-
ticular, Representative Tammy Baldwin, who
has been a real leader on this issue and more
broadly on the LGBT struggle for equality.
Representative Baldwin, I look forward to
working with you to achieve the important ob-
jectives set out in this bill as it moves through
the legislative process. I also look forward to
working with the bill’s Senate champions, Sena-
tors Lieberman and Collins; I know that they
will approach this process with the same spirit
of cooperation in pursuit of our shared goals
that they bring to all of their work in the Senate.

Extending equal benefits to the same-sex
partners of Federal employees is the right thing
to do. It is also sound economic policy. Many
top employers in the private sector already offer
benefits to the same-sex partners of their em-
ployees; those companies recognize that offer-
ing partner benefits helps them compete for
and retain the brightest and most talented em-
ployees. The Federal Government is at a disad-
vantage on that score right now, and change is
long overdue.

As Americans, we are all affected when our
promises of equality go unfulfilled. Through
measures like the Presidential memorandum I
am issuing today and the domestic partners
benefits and obligations act of 2009, we will ad-
vance the principles upon which our Nation was
founded and continue to perfect our Union.

NOTE: The statement referred to Alex Nevarez,
partner of Michael E. Guest, former U.S. Am-
bassador to Romania. The memorandum is list-
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation Created by the Accumulation of
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the Territory of the Russian Federation
June 18, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-
ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the emergency declared in
Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000, with
respect to the risk of nuclear proliferation cre-
ated by the accumulation of a large volume of
weapons-usable fissile material in the territory
of the Russian Federation, is to continue be-
yond June 21, 2009. 

It remains a major national security goal of
the United States to ensure that fissile materi-
al removed from Russian nuclear weapons
pursuant to various arms control and disarma-
ment agreements is dedicated to peaceful us-
es, subject to transparency measures, and pro-

tected from diversion to activities of prolifera-
tion concern. The accumulation of a large vol-
ume of weapons-usable fissile material in the
territory of the Russian Federation continues
to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared with respect to the
risk of nuclear proliferation created by the ac-
cumulation of a large volume of weapons-us-
able fissile material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation and maintain in force these
emergency authorities to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 18, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 19. The no-
tice of June 18 is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks at a Fundraiser Event for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
June 18, 2009

Thank you. Well, it is nice to be among
friends. I want to thank Bob Menendez, the
DSCC chair. I want to thank Chris Van Hol-
len, the “D-trip” chair, my great leaders in
Congress, Harry Reid and Madam Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, for their outstanding leadership.
To all my colleagues and former colleagues
who I see gathered around, thank you so much
for your outstanding work. And also, please
give a big round of applause to Diana Krall for
the wonderful entertainment. 

It’s a pleasure to be here, on behalf of the
men and women in Congress who have
worked tirelessly—and I mean tirelessly—over

the last 5 months to put this Nation on a road
back to prosperity. I want to especially thank
the two leaders, two Americans who have, day
in, day out, just been steering this ship, and
without their leadership in Congress, we
would just not get things done, Nancy and
Harry. Every single day they are displaying the
skill and tenacity and the fierce urgency of the
challenges we face. So please give them anoth-
er round of applause. 

Chris Van Hollen and Bob Menendez,
they’ve got a thankless job, which is to recruit
and fundraise and organize so we can expand
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our majority in 2010. And they’re doing exem-
plary work, and we’re all grateful for them.

Now, we’ve been called to govern in some
extraordinary times. We’ve been asked to con-
front challenges of a size and scope that are un-
matched in recent history, a set of challenges
that very few generations of Americans have ev-
er been asked to confront. We’ve got two wars,
a debilitating recession, a global financial crisis,
issues like global climate change that threaten
our planet. Meeting these challenges is not
easy. If it was easy, it would have already been
taken care of—[laughter]—and everyone here
could kick back and spend more time at home
with their families. 

But that’s not the hand that we’ve been dealt.
We’ve been called to lead not when it’s easy,
but when it’s hard. That requires tough choices,
and it requires doing what’s right, even
what—even if what’s right isn’t always necessar-
ily popular. It requires taking on the status quo
in Washington. And let’s face it, the status quo
in Washington favors inertia over action and
tinkering over real reform. It requires the cour-
age to look beyond the immediate news cycle,
which is very hard to do, and to look beyond the
next election to the next generation, to do what
we have to do to ensure that the American
Dream is there for our children and that the
world that they inherit is better than the one
that we did.

And that’s what so many in Congress have
done in these last 5 months, and that’s what
we’re going to have to do in the hard months to
come. It’s not just a responsibility; I think it’s al-
so a privilege. And it’s an extraordinary oppor-
tunity, for in our hands lies the ability to shape
our world for good or for ill. Just think about
what we’ve already achieved together—5
months.

Now, people’s memories are short around
here. [Laughter] Let’s just do a little inventory.
Not 1 month into this administration, we re-
sponded to this recession with the most sweep-
ing economic recovery plan in our Nation’s his-
tory. The plan has already provided tax relief to
95 percent of hard-working families, the most
progressive tax cut in our history. It’s saving
jobs and creating new ones in construction and
clean energy and small businesses across the

country. Before the summer’s end, we will have
created another 600,000 jobs. 

Thanks to this Congress, we also passed a
budget resolution that will help cut our deficit
in half, while laying the building blocks of a new
foundation for lasting growth and prosperity, a
budget that invests in clean energy and quality
schools and reform that will finally bring down
our health care costs. 

With the help of the Members of Congress,
and with the help of everybody in this room,
we’ve lifted the ban on Federal funding for
stem cell research. We expanded the Children’s
Health Insurance Program to cover 11 million
additional children in need. We passed a na-
tional service bill to create hundreds of thou-
sands of opportunities for people to serve in
their communities. We passed the Lilly Ledbet-
ter Fair Pay Act—the first bill I signed into
law—to make sure that women in this country
get a fair shake on the workplace. 

We’ve passed a series of reforms that won’t
just change policies in Washington, it changes
the way we do business in Washington. We’ve
brought together auto executives and labor
unions and environmental groups, Democrats
and Republicans, to set a national fuel efficien-
cy standard for our cars and trucks for the first
time in history. We passed bipartisan legislation
to help homeowners and crack down on preda-
tory lenders who seek to take advantage of
them. 

We passed a law that will protect consumers
from the unfair rate hikes and abusive fees that
are levied by many credit card companies, a law
that will eliminate waste in our defense budget
and save taxpayers billions of dollars. And after
a decade of opposition, we passed legislation
that will prevent tobacco companies from prey-
ing on our children. 

Five months. Every Member of Congress
who helped make these reforms possible should
feel proud of what we’ve accomplished. But we
shouldn’t feel satisfied. We should feel confi-
dent in the future, but not content with the
present, not when there are workers out there
who are still looking for a job and families who
are still unable to pay their bills. Not when
there are millions of Americans who are trying
to figure out whether they can afford health
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care and millions more of our children who are
being left behind in our education system. We
can’t be satisfied when our Nation is not lead-
ing the world in developing a 21st century en-
ergy economy. 

We’ve come a long way, we can see some
light on the horizon, but we’ve got a much lon-
ger journey to travel. And this is when it gets
hard, ironically, in part because the economy
has stabilized somewhat; now suddenly every-
body forgets. We introduced this financial reg-
ulatory bills; people start to say, “Why do we
need all this regulation.” I’m sorry, wasn’t it
just in September that the financial system al-
most melted down? What are you talking
about? [Laughter]

But that’s the nature of things. This is when
the criticism gets louder. This is when the
pundits grow impatient. This is when the cyni-
cism mounts. This is when we hear the same
voices advocating the same old policies that
got us into this mess in the first place. This is
when we hear that the change we seek just
isn’t possible: can’t do it; system overload; cir-
cuits breaking down. [Laughter] Right,
George? [Laughter] I mean, we’ve been hear-
ing it—it’s so predictable. 

So this is exactly the moment we need to
fight the hardest. This is the time when we
need to band together. This is the time when
we have to do what we know is right for the
country and deliver the change that we prom-
ised to deliver in November. 

And that’s why all of you are here tonight.
That’s why you’re digging deep again tonight,
at a time when it’s not easy to dig deep. That’s
why I know that you’re going to keep on mak-
ing those phone calls and knocking on those
doors. And that’s why we’ve got to get to those
polls again next November to make sure that
we send a Democratic House and a Demo-
cratic Senate back to Congress to finish the
business of the American people. 

And that’s why I’m here tonight, because I
can’t bring about the change that I promised
by myself in the Oval Office, or just me and
Rahm. [Laughter] I mean, Rahm is great, but
you know—[laughter]—I need a little more
help than that. It’s not how it works. 

I need partners in Congress, leaders who
are determined to make a difference for the
folks they represent. And right now, more than
ever before, we need their help; America
needs their help. We need their help to build
schools that meet high standards, and close the
achievement gap, and prepare our kids for the
challenges of the 21st century, where we re-
ward teachers for performance and give them
new pathways for advancement. We need
their help to reach the goal that I’ve set for
higher education in this country, that by the
year 2020, America once again will have the
highest proportion of college graduates in the
world. 

We need their help to pass a comprehensive
energy and climate bill that will finally reduce
our dangerous dependence on foreign oil and
offer new energy incentives to reduce the pol-
lution that threatens our health and our cli-
mate, a plan that will create millions of new
jobs producing wind turbines and solar panels
and biofuels. Because we know that the nation
that leads the 21st century in clean energy
technology, that’s the nation that’s going to
lead in the global economy. And America can
and must be that nation. 

We need the leaders of Congress to create
new rules of the road for Wall Street to make
sure that a crisis like this never happens again.
As I said, yesterday I outlined a set of regulato-
ry reforms that will encourage drive and inno-
vation in our markets, but reforms that will al-
so punish shortcuts and abuses. They’re re-
forms that will allow our market to function
freely and fairly, but without the risks that
brought our financial system to the brink of
collapse. I ask Congress to pass these reforms
before the year is out. It is something that we
have to do and I’m confident we can do. 

And right now we need the help of this
Congress to finally pass reforms that bring
down the crushing cost of health care and give
every American an opportunity to get decent
health care in this country. I gave a speech
about this earlier in the week. When it comes
to the cost of health care, the status quo is un-
sustainable. Inaction is no longer an option. If
we do nothing, more families will go bankrupt,
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more businesses will shut their doors, more
debt will be passed on to our children.

It’s time to fix what’s broken about our health
care system and build on what works. And I’ve
said this before: If you like your doctor, you
should be able to keep your health care; if you
like your health care plan, you should be able to
keep it. But we need a system where every
American can finally afford their health care. 

And let me be clear: I sincerely hope that
there are members of both parties who will par-
ticipate in reform. No party has a monopoly on
the best ideas about how to get this done. I’ve
said that before. But to those who simply criti-
cize without offering new ideas of their own, I
have to ask, what’s your answer? What’s your
answer to all those families who now spend
more on health care than on housing or on
food? What’s your answer to those businesses
that are choosing between closing their doors
and letting their workers go? 

What’s your answer to the woman I met in
Wisconsin who introduced me the other
day—has breast cancer that’s gone to her
bones; got two little kids. She’s 36 years old.
And she’s already got $50,000 worth of debt,
and she’s spending time worrying about wheth-
er she’s leaving debt behind to her family that
they’ll never be able to pay off. 

Don’t tell me that all you’re offering is mea-
ger tax cuts to uninsured Americans. Don’t
present that as a new idea. It’s the same idea
that’s been proposed for the last 8 years. Don’t
tell me that we’re going to tinker around the
edges and that nothing is going to change and
46 million people won’t have health insurance,
and you still have people who do have health in-
surance with their premiums tripling, doubling
over the last 9 years, going up three times faster
than wages. That’s not acceptable. 

If we’re all—if all we’re doing is subsidizing a
health care system that can’t contain costs, if all
we’re doing is putting more money into a sys-
tem that is not working, that is broken, then
we’re just throwing good money after bad.
That’s not reform. We need to permanently
bring down costs so we can eventually save
more money than we spend. And that’s what I
want to do. 

Now, we’ve outlined a way to pay for this re-
form with cuts and savings in our budget. And
as we make these and other investments, we
have to restore fiscal discipline in Washington
so that we don’t leave our children and grand-
children with a mountain of debt. And already,
my administration has identified more than 100
Government programs that we can reduce or
eliminate, saving taxpayers nearly $17 billion
next year alone. And we’re going to go line by
line through the budget, looking for even more
places to cut. 

We’re living through extraordinary times. We
didn’t ask for the challenges that we face, but
we are determined to answer the call to meet
them. We’re going to cast aside the old argu-
ments and overcome the stubborn divisions and
move forward as one people and one nation.

And I know it won’t be easy. There are going
to be setbacks. There are going to be times
where we get weary. It’s like running that mara-
thon, and you hit a wall, and you’re going to say,
“My feet hurt, and my knees are buckling.” This
is going to take time. But I promise you that I
will always tell the American people the truth
about the challenges we face and the steps that
we’re taking, and I will continue to measure my
progress by the progress the American people
see in their own lives. 

And I’m convinced that if we stand together,
then I know years from now we will look back
on this moment as the time when the American
people reclaimed together their future and
wrote the next great chapter in American histo-
ry.

We’re doing that because of you, and I’m
grateful to you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:06 p.m. at the
Mandarin Oriental Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rep. Chris Van Hollen, chairman,
Democratic Congressional Committee; enter-
tainer Diana Krall; White House Chief of Staff
Rahm I. Emanuel; and cancer patient Laura
Klitzka and her children Taylor and Logan. The
transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 19.
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Remarks at the National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast
June 19, 2009

The President. Thank you. Buenos dias.
Audience members. Buenos dias.
The President. It is good to see everybody

here. Just a few quick acknowledgments. Our
outstanding Secretary of Department of
Homeland Security, Janet Napolitano, is here.
Please give her a big round of applause; the
great Governor of the State of Pennsylvania,
Ed Rendell. Two special members of my staff
that I want all of you to get to know. First of
all, we have a White House Office of Faith-
Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, if you
haven’t already met him, Joshua DuBois is just
a wonderful young man. Please give him a big
round of applause. He helps to organize a lot
of our faith outreach. And our Director of In-
tergovernmental Affairs, one of my favorite
people, Cecilia Munoz, please give her a big
round of applause.

I want to thank Reverend Cortes for the
wonderful introduction and the wonderful
prayer for me and my family. I want to thank
Esperanza and all of you who worked so hard
to put together the National Hispanic Prayer
Breakfast and Conference. And I also want to
join you in honoring the work of Adolfo Carri-
on, Sr., on this Father’s Day weekend. On this
Father’s Day weekend I know that my Direc-
tor of Urban Affairs, Adolfo’s son, is particular-
ly proud of his dad. I also want to thank all of
you for the work that you do each and every
day. Through your service to your communi-
ties, you represent the very best in our coun-
try. And I’m honored to join you in prayer this
morning.

At a time when there’s no shortage of chal-
lenges to occupy our time, it’s even more im-
portant to step back and to give thanks and to
seek guidance from each other, but most im-
portantly from God. That’s what we’ve come
here to do.

We can begin by giving thanks for the lega-
cy that allows us to come together, for it was
the genius of America’s Founders to protect
the freedom of all religion and those who prac-
tice no religion at all. So as we join in prayer,
we remember that this is a nation of Christians

and Muslims and Jews and Hindus and nonbe-
lievers. It is this freedom that allows faith to
flourish within our borders. It is this freedom
that makes our Nation stronger.

For those of us who draw on faith as a guid-
ing force in our lives, prayer has many purpos-
es. For many, it’s a source of support when
times are hard. President Lincoln, who Rever-
end Cortes mentioned, once said, “I have been
driven many times upon my knees by the over-
whelming conviction that I had nowhere else
to go.” And while the challenges that I’ve
faced pale in comparison to Lincoln’s, I know
that more than once I’ve been filled with the
same conviction over the last 5 months.

But prayer is more than a last resort. Prayer
helps us search for meaning in our own lives,
and it helps us find the vision and the strength
to see the world that we want to build. And
that’s what I’d like to talk about for just a few
minutes today.

As I look out at this audience, I’m reminded
of the power of faith in America; faith in God,
and a faith in the promise of this great country.
Each of us come from many different places.
We trace our roots back to different nations,
and we represent a broad spectrum of person-
al and political beliefs. But all of us pray to
God. All of us share a determination to build a
better future for our children and for our
grandchildren. That must be a starting point
for common ground and for the America that
we want to build.

Like some of you, I am the son of a parent
who came to these shores in search of a better
future. And while I may be the first African
American President, there is nothing unique
or unusual about the opportunities that this
country gave to me. Instead, like generations
of Americans, I could count on the basic
promise that no matter what you look like or
where you come from, America will let you go
as far as your dreams and your hard work will
carry you. 

And that promise is at the heart of the
American story. It’s a story shared by many of
you: by clergy and Members of Congress; by
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business leaders and community organizers. It’s
a story of every young child who has the oppor-
tunity to go farther in life than their parents
were able to go. It’s the story of a young girl
who could rise from a public housing project to
be nominated for the highest court in the land.
And I am confident that it’s a story that will
someday be told by the first Hispanic President
of the United States of America. 

But we know there is much more work to be
done to extend the promise of a better life to all
our children and grandchildren. In all that we
do, we must be guided by that simple command
that binds all great religions together: Love thy
neighbor as thyself. 

In the 21st century, we’ve learned that this
truth is central not just to our own lives, but to
our success as a nation. If our children cannot
get the world-class education they need to suc-
ceed, then America will not be able to compete
with other countries. If our families cannot af-
ford health care, then the costs go up for all of
us: individuals, businesses, and government. If
folks down the street can’t pay their mortgage
and folks across town can’t find a job, then that
pain is going to trickle into other parts of our
economy. 

And that’s why we’ve come together on be-
half of the future that we want to build, one
where all of our children go to the best schools,
all our people can go to work and make a living,
all our families can afford health care, and pros-
perity is extended to everybody. Together we
must build a future where the promise of Amer-
ica is kept for a new generation. 

We also know that keeping this promise
means upholding America’s tradition as a nation
of laws and a nation of immigrants. Those
things aren’t contradictory; they’re complemen-
tary. That’s why I’m committed to passing com-
prehensive immigration reform as President of
the United States. 

The American people believe in immigra-
tion, but they also believe that we can’t tolerate
a situation where people come to the United
States in violation of the law, nor can we toler-
ate employers who exploit undocumented
workers in order to drive down wages. That’s
why we’re taking steps to strengthen border se-
curity, and we must build on those efforts. We

must also clarify the status of millions who are
here illegally, many who have put down roots.
For those who wish to become citizens, we
should require them to pay a penalty and pay
taxes, learn English, go to the back of the line
behind those who played by the rules. That is
the fair, practical, and promising way forward,
and that’s what I’m committed to passing as
President of the United States. 

We must never forget that time and again,
the promise of America has been renewed by
immigrants who make their story part of the
American story. We see it in every State of our
country. We see it in our families and in our
neighborhoods. And as President, I’ve been
honored to see it demonstrated by the men and
women who wear the uniform of the United
States. 

You know, last month, I had the honor of
welcoming a group of our servicemembers as
citizens for the very first time. In that crowd,
there were faces from every corner of the
world. And one man from Nicaragua, Jeonathan
Zapata, had waited his whole life to serve our
country even though he was not yet a citizen.
“By serving in the military,” he said, “I can also
give back to the United States.” He’s done so in
Afghanistan, and he even helped man the
400,000th aircraft landing aboard the USS Kitty
Hawk. 

And Jeonathan’s story is not unique either.
He’s part of a proud legacy of service. For gen-
erations, Hispanic Americans have served with
great commitment and valor, and there are now
nearly 150,000 Hispanic Americans serving un-
der our flag. And today we are proud to wel-
come several of them who are wounded war-
riors recovering at Walter Reed. Please join me
in honoring their service and in keeping them
and all of our troops in our thoughts and
prayers—please. 

These troops have dedicated their lives to
serving their fellow Americans. And their exam-
ple, like those of all of our men and women in
uniform, should challenge us to ask what we can
do to better serve our communities and our
country, because the greatest responsibility that
we have as citizens is to one another. 

That’s the spirit we need to build; that’s the
America that we seek. And to do so, we must
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look past our divisions to serve the hopes and
dreams that we hold in common. We must
give life to that fundamental belief that I am
my brother’s keeper, that I am my sister’s
keeper. 

Scripture tells us, “The word is very near to
you. It is in your mouth and in your heart so
you may obey it.” Today let us pray for the
strength to find the word in our hearts and for
the vision to see the America that we can build
together as one nation and as one people. 

Thank you for your partnership. Thank you
for your prayers. May God bless all of you, and
may God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:32 a.m. at the
J.W. Marriott hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Joshua DuBois, Director, White
House Office of Faith-Based and Neighbor-
hood Partnerships; Rev. Luis Cortes, Jr.,
founder and president, Esperanza; Adolfo
Carrion, Jr., Director, White House Office of
Urban Affairs; Supreme Court Associate Jus-
tice-designate Sonia Sotomayor; and PO 3d
Class Jeonathan E. Zapata, USN.

Remarks to Participants of the Year Up Center in Arlington, Virginia
June 19, 2009

The President. How is everybody doing to-
day? 

Audience members. Good.
The President. Doing good?
Audience members. Yes. 
The President. Well, it is good to see you—it

is impressive. First of all, I want to thank Ger-
ald for founding this extraordinary program.
Give him a big round of applause. And I want
to thank Tynesia for running this thing in an
extraordinary way. It seems like she’s doing a
great job. Give her a big round of applause. 

So I am just very excited to be here. I just
met four of your fellow Year Up participants,
and they represented you very well. And they
told me a little bit about the program. 

I know that so many of you are doing ex-
traordinary things now, but you’ve had your
bumps in the road, and there have been some
tough times. And part of the reason we wanted
to come here is that Father’s Day is coming
up, and a lot of young people in America these
days are growing up without fathers in the
house, and as a consequence, without direc-
tion. And I’m somebody who didn’t have a fa-
ther in my house when I was coming up. And
what we wanted to do was to highlight the fact
that, first of all, there are all kinds of people
who succeed despite the obstacles, but also to
remind ourselves that there’s so much talent
out there that is untapped because people

don’t have pathways to success, and they don’t
have somebody who is giving them a hand and
giving them advice and giving them counsel.

And so, number one, we want to send out a
message that our parents—that’s the first
foundation—and fathers especially need to be
involved with their children’s lives. So the
young men who are here today, I just want you
to know that even if your father was not there,
you can be there for your child when you have
a child—and it’s not a bad thing to wait to have
a child—[laughter]—until you’ve got your act
together.

But the second message was also to say that
we as a community can help provide young
people with support and direction. And I think
that this Year Up program is a terrific example
of that.

So I just want to thank all of you for being
great model—role models for your peers and
for younger people who are coming up; your
brothers and sisters, people in the community,
they’re all watching you. I want to remind you
that things are going to get tough at times in
your lives, and I don’t want anybody here to
feel discouraged. Right now the economy is
going through a very tough time, which means
that the job market is more restrictive, espe-
cially for young people entering the market.
But the skills that you’ve obtained and the
poise, character that you’ve been developing is
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something that will last you a lifetime, and you
will be successful as long as you stick with it.

So we’re just very proud of you. That’s it
from me. Now what I want to do is just open it
up and have questions. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gerald Chertavian,
founder and chief executive officer, Year Up;
and Tynesia Boyea Robinson, executive direc-
tor, Year Up, Washington DC. 

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting on Fatherhood and a Question-and-Answer
Session
June 19, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Please be
seated. Thank you so much. And let me, first of
all, thank John and Joe and Juan Carlos and
Etan and Mike for sharing their remarkable sto-
ries with us. And let me thank Mike Strautma-
nis for helping to guide us through this process.
Where did Mike go? There he is over there.

A couple other people that I want to ac-
knowledge. First of all, our terrific Secretary of
Transportation, Ray LaHood, is here in the
house. A dear friend of mine, former colleague
in the Senate, Senator Evan Bayh is here;
where is—Evan go. Okay. Chicago’s own, Con-
gressman Danny Davis, from the West
Side—where’s Danny? He was here a second
ago. Give him a round of applause anyway.

And I want to thank kids from the Life Pieces
to Masterpieces as well—and Foundry United
Methodist Church. Thank you very much for
your participation. And I want to thank mem-
bers of the faith-based advisory council’s sub-
committee on fatherhood that has helped us to
organize these events today.

Good afternoon, everybody. It is wonderful
to see you. I see some familiar faces in the
house. Rev, how are you doing? It is great to
have all of you here today as we gear up to cele-
brate Father’s Day and to recognize the vital
role that fathers play in our communities and
obviously, in our families.

This town hall marks the beginning of a na-
tional conversation that we hope to start about
fatherhood and personal responsibility, about
how fathers across America are meeting the
challenges in their families and communities,
and what government can do to support those
who are having a difficult time. Today you’ve
had a chance to hear from five of those fathers,

men who are doing an outstanding job of meet-
ing their obligations in their own lives.

We all know the difference that a responsi-
ble, committed father like those five gentlemen
can make in the life of a child. Fathers are our
first teachers and coaches. They’re our mentors;
they’re our role models. They set an example of
success, and they push us to succeed, encourage
us when we’re struggling. And they love us even
when we disappoint them, and they stand by us
when nobody else will.

And when fathers are absent, when they
abandon their responsibilities to 

we know the damage that that does to our
families. Some of you know the statistics. Chil-
dren who grow up without fathers are more
likely to drop out of school and wind up in pris-
on. They’re more likely to have substance abuse
problems, run away from home, and become
teenage parents themselves.

And I say this as someone who grew up with-
out a father in my own life. Now, I had a heroic
mom and wonderful grandparents who helped
raise me and my sister, and it’s because of them
that I’m able to stand here today. But despite all
their extraordinary love and attention, that
doesn’t mean that I didn’t feel my father’s ab-
sence. That’s something that leaves a hole in a
child’s heart that a government can’t fill.

Our Government can build the best schools
with the best teachers on Earth, but we still
need fathers to ensure that kids are coming
home and doing their homework and having a
book instead of the TV remote every once in a
while. Government can put more cops on the
streets, but only fathers can make sure that
those kids aren’t on the streets in the first place.
Government can create good jobs, but we need
857



June 19 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
fathers to train for these jobs and hold down
these jobs and provide for their families.

If we want our children to succeed in life,
we need fathers to step up. We need fathers to
understand that their work doesn’t end with
conception; that what truly makes a man a fa-
ther is the ability to raise a child and invest in
that child.

And we need fathers to be involved in their
kids’ lives not just when it’s easy—not just dur-
ing the afternoons in the park or at the zoo,
when it’s all fun and games—but when it’s
hard, when young people are struggling, and
there aren’t any quick fixes or easy answers,
and that’s when young people need compas-
sion and patience as well as a little bit of tough
love.

Now, this is a challenge even in good times.
And it can be especially tough during times
like these, when parents have a lot on their
minds. They’re worrying about keeping their
jobs or keeping their homes or their health
care, paying their bills, trying to give their chil-
dren the same opportunities that they had.
And so it’s understandable that parents get
concerned. Some fathers who feel they can’t
support their families get distracted. And even
those who are more fortunate may be physical-
ly present but emotionally absent.

I know that some of the young men who are
here today might have their own concerns one
day about being a dad. Some of you might be
worried that if you didn’t have a father, then
you don’t know how to be one when your turn
comes. Some of you might even use that as an
excuse and say, “Well, if my dad wasn’t
around, why should I be?”

Let’s be clear: Just because your own father
wasn’t there for you, that’s not an excuse for
you to be absent also. It’s all the more reason
for you to be present. Now, there’s no rule that
says that you have to repeat your father’s mis-
takes. Just the opposite; you have an obligation
to break the cycle and to learn from those mis-
takes and to rise up where your own fathers
fell short and to do better than they did with
your own children.

That’s what I’ve tried to do in my life. When
my daughters were born, I made a pledge to
them and to myself that I would do everything

I could to give them some things I didn’t have.
And I decided that if I could be one thing in
life, it would be to be a good father.

I haven’t always known exactly how to do
that. I’ve made my share of mistakes; I’ve had
to ask a lot of questions. But I’ve also learned
from men that I admire. And one good exam-
ple is Michelle’s father, Fraser Robinson, who
was a shining example of loving, responsible
fatherhood. Here is a man who was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis when he was 30 years
old, but he still got up every day, went to a
blue-collar job. By the time I knew him, he
was using two crutches to get around, but he
always was able to get to every dance recital,
every ballgame of Michelle’s brother. He was
there constantly and helped to shape extraor-
dinary success for his children.

And that’s the standard that I strive for,
though I don’t always meet it. And as I’ve said
before, I’ve made mistakes as a parent, and
I’m sure I will make plenty more. There have
been days when the demands of work have
taken me from my duties as a father, and I’ve
missed some moments in my daughters’ lives
that I’ll never get back. So I’ve been far from
perfect.

But in the end, it’s not about being perfect.
It’s not always about succeeding, but it’s about
always trying. And that’s something everybody
can do. It’s about showing up and sticking with
it and going back at it when you mess up and
letting your kids know, not just with words, but
with deeds, that you love them and that you’re
always—they’re always your first priority.

And we need dads, but also men who aren’t
dads, to make this kind of commitment not
just in their own homes to their own families,
but to the many young people out there who
aren’t lucky enough to have responsible adults
in their lives. We need committed, compas-
sionate men to serve as mentors and tutors and
big brothers and foster parents. Even if it’s just
for a couple hours a week of shooting hoops or
helping with homework or just talking about
what’s going on in that young person’s life.
Even the smallest moments can end up having
an enormous impact, a lasting impact on a
child’s life.
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So I am grateful to many of the organizations
that are here, that are working on these issues.
Some are faith-based, some are not. Some are
government funded, some are privately funded.
But all of you have those same commitments to
making sure that we are lifting up the impor-
tance of fatherhood in our communities.

This is not the end, this is the beginning of
what I hope is going to be a national dialog. And
we’re going to have regional town hall meetings,
as Mike may have mentioned, to make sure that
participants all across the country are starting to
have that positive effect in their communities. 

And I especially want to thank the young
people who are here today, because you’re the
ones who are going to have to carry this mes-
sage forward.

So with that—I know we’ve already had some
discussion, and what I want to do is to see if we
can expand the conversation. We should have
some microphones in the audience so that ev-
erybody can be heard. Am I correct? Mike, are
you going to be like Oprah?

Mr. Michael Strautmanis. I’m not going to be
like Oprah. [Laughter] This is for you.

The President. All right. This is for you. Okay.
So what I want to do is just call on some folks.
They can ask a question; they can share a story.
Organizations that are doing great work on fa-
therhood, please tell us a little bit about the
work that you are doing. And I want to especial-
ly hear from some of the young people who
somehow ended up sitting in the back. [Laugh-
ter] I don’t know how that happened. But—all
right, I’m going to start with this young man
right here.

Go ahead. Introduce yourself. Stand up,
please.

Growing Up Without a Father

Q. Yes. My name is Roland Warren. I’m
president of an organization called National Fa-
therhood Initiative. And first, just thank you for
what you’re doing on this issue. Just—and a lot
of folks have been sort of toiling on this issue for
a number of years, and to have you come for-
ward and step up and make this a national pri-
ority is really important.

And one of the things I just want to say to
you, that your message, in terms of the fact that

even though you’ve had, obviously, tremendous
success without your dad, the fact that you real-
ly needed him and that kids have a hole in their
souls essentially in the shape of their dad, I
think, is pretty important, because we really
need to focus on that issue; that we got to
change the legacy and help our kids pass on the
legacy—have our dads pass on a different lega-
cy than maybe they inherited.

I grew up without my dad as well and went to
Princeton and things of that nature, but still
needed him. And that’s one of the reasons I do
the work that I do. So I really——

The President. Terrific.
Q. ——am delighted that you’re doing the

great work that you’re doing around this issue.
The President. Thank you so much. Yes, I re-

ally want to emphasize this point about how just
small moments and gestures can make a huge
difference. A lot of folks know I love playing
basketball. But it was my father who gave me
my first basketball. Even though he wasn’t a
part of my life, in the few weeks that I was with
him, he gave me a basketball.

A lot of folks know I love jazz. It turns out he
took me to my first jazz concert. I didn’t re-
member this until later on in life, but just that
imprint is powerful. And imagine if that’s sus-
tained every day. And especially, young men,
when they hit the teenage years, to have some-
body there who is there to steady them and to
provide them with some guidance, that makes
all the difference in the world.

And again, this is not to take away from the
heroic work that moms are doing. It’s to empha-
size moms need some help, because if you’re a
single mom like mine was, and maybe they’re
going to school or working, the pressures are
enormous. And having somebody else there
who’s able to carry on that child-rearing respon-
sibility is absolutely critical.

So anybody else? Let me get one of these
young people here. Go ahead.

Fatherhood and the Presidency

Q. Good afternoon, everyone. My name is
Larry Holmes. I attend St. Albans School for
Boys. And I would like to ask you a question.

The President. Yes, go ahead.
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Q. Traveling from State to State, country to
country, being the President, which one is fun-
ner—being a father or being a President?
[Laughter]

The President. Oh, well—well, I mean this:
Nothing is more fun than being a father. Now,
my kids aren’t teenagers yet—[laughter]—so I
don’t know whether that will maintain itself.
[Laughter] But right now the greatest joy I get
is just hanging out with the girls and talking to
them and watching them grow and succeed. 

And probably the most fun that I’ve had
since I’ve been President was actually at a par-
ent-teachers conference where the teachers
were bragging on my children. [Laughter] And
I just sat there, and I just basked in the glory
of—[laughter]. And that—nothing is more im-
portant than that. And I think a lot of fathers
can relate to that.

But here’s the important point, is that, with
as many responsibilities as I have—and I’ve
got a huge support structure and staff and
whatnot—it turns out that you can still carve
out time to make sure that you’re having a
conversation with your kid.

And what it does mean is, is that fathers
sometimes have to give up stuff that they’d like
to do instead, like just sit there and watch
“Sportscenter.” [Laughter] And I know we got
D-Wade here. I like watching the highlights,
but sometimes instead of watching the third,
fourth, fifth time—[laughter]—“Sportscen-
ter,” I just watch it once—[laughter]—so that
I can then spend time with the girls, because
they don’t like watching basketball that much.
But being President is pretty fun too, no doubt
about it.

All right. Great question. Next. Yes, sir,
right here.

Training for Fathers

Q. Thank you, sir.
The President. Here, you got a microphone.
Q. Hi, Mr. President. My name is Chris Ma-

ples. I founded an organization in Indianapolis
called Dads, Inc., four years ago today, actual-
ly. And I hope that these dialogs continue to
let everybody know that this isn’t a rich or
poor, a North or South, a black or white; this
is—this affects everybody from the upper class

to the lower class. And that’s who we work
with, that broad range. And over these 4 years,
I’ve just heard dramatic stories of—just so ap-
preciative that we have a service in Indianapo-
lis for all fathers, and that everybody is appre-
ciative of that. And I hope we can keep that up
on a national level too.

The President. Absolutely. Absolutely. I
think this is really important to emphasize:
Twenty-three percent of young people are
growing up without fathers. Now, in the Afri-
can American community, it’s close to 50 per-
cent, maybe a little over, depending on the sta-
tistics that you look at. So there is a real crisis
going on in the African American community
on this issue, but it is a more pervasive issue.

And I just went to a wonderful organization
called Year Up that has young people who are
getting trained after high school, most of
them, on specific job-training skills, computer
skills, but also how to conduct themselves in
an office and write an e-mail and—et cetera.
And it was wonderful talking to these young
people. But one of the things I said specifically
to the young men is that you can’t use anything
as an excuse not to be involved with your chil-
dren. Because kids—they won’t judge you
based on whether you’re wealthy or poor.
They will judge you if you are abusive to their
mother. They will judge you in terms of you
not showing up when they need you. That’s
what makes a difference.

And kids will respect their fathers if their fa-
thers are showing kindness and are model-
ing—that they’re working hard and trying to
do what’s right for their families. And kids will
understand that sometimes families fall on
hard times. They get that. Joe Biden is
here—and, Joe, actually, I want to talk to you,
because you had a terrific relationship with
your dad, but there was a time where your dad
fell on some hard times, and yet you still talk
about him all the time as the most important
guiding role model in your life.

Vice President Joe Biden. Well, Mr. Presi-
dent, I think it’s great what you’re doing, by
the way. This is a big deal. Folks, you know,
the President said sometimes fathers make
mistakes, and I’ve made my share. But there’s
one thing my father told me—there’s a
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mistake a father should never make, and that is
communicating to his child there’s anything
other than total unconditional love. If there’s
total unconditional love—that includes disci-
pline—but if there’s total unconditional love, it
doesn’t matter whether you’re rich or poor,
whether or not you’re a real smart dad or you’re
not such a smart dad, whether you’re handsome
or you’re not so. It doesn’t matter. It doesn’t
matter. Kids need love.

And as a single parent, Mr. President, I did
that for a while, having two sons, as Evan
knows. And what I can say to you is—my mom
has an expression. He’s always kidding me. I’m
always saying my mom and dad’s expressions.
But my mom has an expression, and she said—I
could hear her when she was a kid—or when I
was a kid, saying it to her peers. She said, “Be
careful how you treat your children; you may
need them some day.” [Laughter]

And I want to tell you, the President knows
my sons and my daughter. It doesn’t change.
The happiest thing in the world is being a fa-
ther. This day, my 40-year-old son is attorney
general of the State of Delaware. The President
sees it in my 39-year-old son and my 27-year-
old daughter. If my son, Attorney General, Cap-
tain Biden walked in the door from Iraq today,
the first thing he’d do is walk up and give me a
kiss. I mean it. And this is not—a kid who
knows how to handle himself.

But the point is it gives me more joy, and I
think it gives every father in this room more joy
than any other thing that happens in your life,
whether your son or daughter does that.

So, Mr. President, you’re a great President.
You’re a great dad. And you’re really good to be
doing this. It’s a big deal. 

The President. Thank you. All right. Thank
you. All right. Anybody back here want to com-
ment on some of the things they heard or saw
or—go ahead.

The President’s Decision to Run for Office

Q. I’d like to ask you a question, Mr. Presi-
dent. At one point, you had to decide you want-
ed to run for President, with two young daugh-

ters. Can you share with us how you had to
wrestle with that decision?

The President. Well, it’s a great question, and
I think I’ve said this publicly before—the first
question, the threshold question that I had to
ask in conjunction with Michelle, because this
was a joint decision, was, could our family han-
dle it? And frankly, if it hadn’t been for Mi-
chelle’s extraordinary strength and commit-
ment, I could not have done it and would not
have done it. And she was able to handle, for
big chunks of time, being like a single mom.

Now, I want to emphasize we are luckier
than most; we’ve got more resources than most.
And so I don’t want to diminish how tough it is
if you’re working two shifts, you’re coming
home beat, and then suddenly you’re also ex-
pected to help on the homework and do all
these things. It’s a big challenge for a lot of fam-
ilies. And we had more resources than most, but
it was still a very difficult decision.

Frankly, I don’t think we would have made
the same decision if our kids were a little older.
Part of the reason it was okay was because when
I started running, Sasha was 5, Malia was 8, and
they were still in Chicago; they had my mother-
in-law, and they had a whole network and a
community and a family that could help and
support them. And so as a consequence, we fig-
ured out they would thrive. 

The person who suffered the most was me,
because I would be calling from God knows
where, and they’d be having fun and laugh-
ing—[laughter]—and kids don’t talk on the
phone that well. [Laughter] So I’d be, “Sasha,
how was your day?” “Fine.” [Laughter] “What
did you do?” “Nothing.” [Laughter] You guys
have had those conversations. [Laughter]

And so there were times where just physical-
ly I wanted to just be with them, and just
couldn’t. And so it was the hardest part of de-
ciding to run for President.

The best thing about being President, by the
way, is having a home office, because that
means that I get home for dinner and—even if I
have to go back to work, and then that makes all
the difference in the world.

So, okay. Ed, got one right behind you. No,
no, got one—right back.
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Importance of Real-Life Images of Fatherhood

Q. I’m used to you throwing my questions
away.

The President. No, I wouldn’t do that. Go
ahead.

Q. I’m just kidding. Listen, I just wanted to
thank you very much. We started an initiative
with Al Dotson and a hundred black men
called Daddy’s Promise, which really takes a
look at fathers involving themselves in their
daughters’ lives, and you’ve been a great image
for that. And what I just wanted to tell every-
body is the service that you’ve given us, just
with the image of you and your family and
your daughters, has gone and made tenfold in
terms of it being easier to tell men to involve
themselves, because as we know, the media
and the image is so powerful. And, A, I’d like
to thank you very much——

The President. I appreciate that.
Q. ——for that, and being upfront on that,

and encourage everyone to do so in your
neighborhoods, because as much as we look to
this man and others in the media, it is those of
you who are there on an everyday basis. And
when you see parents with children, it goes a
long, long way. So we thank you for that.

The President. Well, I appreciate that. But I
think you made the right point, Ed, which is,
it’s one thing seeing people on TV; it’s another
thing seeing that young father down the street
who’s just like you, except he’s holding his ba-
by in his arms or taking that toddler to the
park or participating in the Little League.
That’s where young people get, sort of, their
images, what it means to be a man, more than
they do from whatever is on the screen. But I
very much appreciate what you said.

Okay, I’m going to call on a token mom
here just so that she can comment on these
things.

Positive Portrayals of Fathers 

Q. I’m Reverend Dr. Barbara Williams
Skinner.

The President. It’s great to see you.
Q. Good to see you. I want to say for wom-

en—I’m a mother and a grandmother—this is
a day of celebration for us. We just felt our

shoulders lifted. Not having had a father, but
I—thank you for Bill Cowher and Mr. Mc-
Daniels from Run DMC coming over to Bal-
lou. The only time you hear about Ballou High
School is when someone is shot or killed. To-
day the kids asked us—they said, “They’re
coming to see us?” So I want to thank you on
their behalf—that you cared enough about
children who are on the other side of the river.

And now my question is, how do we keep
lifting up the stories of the kid who’s not in
trouble, who goes past the drug dealers, who
decides to stay in school, as opposed to all
the—we spend so much emphasis on what’s
not working. How do we talk about what is
working?

The President. Well, look, I think you make
a great point. First of all, I do want to thank all
these wonderful men who took the time to go
out and—Coach Cowher, this is the first time
that you’ve seen Redskins fans cheer for
you—[laughter]—that doesn’t happen that of-
ten—but these extraordinary men for taking
the time to do this. Please give them a big
round of applause.

But I think you’re absolutely right, Rever-
end, that sometimes we’ve got to lift up suc-
cess instead of just remarking on failure, be-
cause—the young men that I met at the trip
that I took to Year Up, these were extraordi-
nary young people. They were poised, and
they were polished, and they were—and these
are all kids from the neighborhood, but they
had—somebody had reached out to show that
they care.

And it turns out that young people are in-
credibly resilient. It doesn’t take that much.
All it takes is somebody to put a hand on them
and say, “You know what? You’re important,
and I’m listening to you.” And if it’s the wrong
person who’s putting that hand on them, if it’s
the gang-banger that’s putting that hand on
them, then they’ll respond to that. And if it’s a
person in the community who is working hard,
they’ll respond to that.

And so we do need to affirm positive behav-
ior and not just condemn negative behavior,
because a lot of times young people just—they
just need to be told that if you—one of the
neat things about this program that I was
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looking at was they had a whole code. The first
thing that they trained young people on was
how do you interact with others, so everybody
that you met, they were shaking your hand and
looking at you in the eye, and they weren’t
mumbling. And there were certain words that
they had banned from usage, not just curse
words, either. They were saying, you know,
don’t go around saying, “shorty” and “What’s
up, G?” and—because that’s not professional.
And all that was important to them, and they
absorbed it very quickly. But it requires spend-
ing a little time and then lifting up some role
models. So, okay?

Mr. Strautmanis. Last question.
The President. All right. This is always tough,

the last-question thing. [Laughter] I’m going to
call on one of these young people again. Here
you go. Go ahead. This young man right here;
he had his hand up.

The President’s Experiences as a First-Time Fa-
ther

Q. I was wondering——
The President. What’s your name?
Q. I’m Nick, and I’m also from St. Albans.
The President. Hey, Nick. Yes, you’re with

this crew here.
Q. And, Mr. President, I was wondering how

you felt when you first became a father.
The President. Well, let me tell you the story

of me. First of all, Malia was born on the Fourth
of July. And every first father has this memory
of you’re waiting and you’re waiting, and then
suddenly Michelle woke me up at around 3–4
o’clock, and I was sleepy, and she says, “Hey,
buster, I think this may be happening.” And you
jump out—it was like a movie. I was jumping
out of the bed and looking for my shoes and the
bag.

And things went fairly smoothly. But the first
time you see that child, and bringing her home,
driving really slow—[laughter]—in that little
car seat, and then that night, knowing that there
was this new life inside your house in a little
bassinet, and remembering to check on them
every 5 minutes to make sure they’re still
breathing—[laughter]—and then feeling them
lying on your chest when you’ve fed them and

they’re falling asleep, and you knew at that mo-
ment something that—if you’re not a father yet,
people say and you don’t believe, which is, at
that moment, you realize you will do anything
for that child—that there’s nothing you
wouldn’t do for them in a heartbeat. And that
bond between a parent and a child is something
that is precious. It’s sacred, and it’s a true bless-
ing.

And sometimes I think in the hustle of life
you forget what a blessing that is, and that ulti-
mately, after all this stuff is done, after Joe and I
are retired and nobody knows our
name—[laughter]—the one thing that we’ll re-
member is—are those moments when you were
holding your kid and watching them grow and
the first time they walked. And that’s the stuff
that will stay with you.

And that’s why, if there’s one last thing I
want to communicate to those fathers who may-
be haven’t been involved in their child’s life, it’s
to emphasize that this isn’t an obligation. This is
a privilege to be a father. And that’s something
that all of us should take on for themselves.

So thank you, everybody, for participating. I
appreciate you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. Participating in
the town hall were CPO John Lehnen, USN,
Command Naval Reserve Force Command,
Transportation Command, Norfolk, VA; Joseph
T. Jones, Jr., founder, president, and chief exec-
utive officer, Center for Urban Families; Juan
Carlos Artero, graduate of the Year Up pro-
gram; Etan Thomas, center, National Basket-
ball Association’s Washington Wizards; Mike
Laas, president, James H. Laas Company; Chief
of Staff to the Assistant to the President for In-
tergovernmental Relations and Public Engage-
ment Michael Strautmanis; Dwyane Wade,
guard, National Basketball Association’s Miami
Heat; Albert E. Dotson, national president, 100
Black Men; Ed Gordon, founder, Daddy’s
Promise; Barbra Williams Skinner, president,
Skinner Leadership Institute; Bill Cowher, for-
mer head coach, National Football League’s
Pittsburgh Steelers; and Darryl “DMC” Mc-
Daniels, member of the hip-hop group Run
DMC. In his remarks, the President referred to
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his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng; his brother-in-law
Craig Robinson; television personality and en-

trepreneur Oprah Winfrey; and his mother-in-
law Marian Robinson.

Remarks at a Barbeque for Young Men 
June 19, 2009

Hello, everybody. Everybody have a seat.
Now, first of all, let’s give thanks that it’s not
raining, because we thought it might be and
we were worried that Bobby would be sending
smoke into the White House. But it’s a beauti-
ful day.

I want to personally acknowledge, once
again—they’ve already been introduced, but I
want to introduce them because some of you
young people are sitting with them—you may
not know who you’re sitting with—the extraor-
dinary men who are participating in this event
today. First of all, Chief Quartermaster John
Lehnen—thank you so much, John. Some of
you may know this guy, Dwyane Wade. I hear
he plays basketball pretty good. [Laughter]
Etan Thomas, another ballplayer; Joseph
Jones, Center for Urban Families; Greg
Brown, who is the CEO of Motorola; Antwaan
Randle El, outstanding football player; Dr.
Steve Rosen, Northwestern Cancer Center;
Jorge Ramos, one of the premier journalists in
the country; B.D. Wong, outstanding actor;
Tony Hawk, who is the best skateboarder in
the world; Coach Bill Cowher of the champi-
onship Steelers; Darryl “DMC” McDaniels;
Mike Laas, who is a small businessman; Sena-
tor Evan Bayh, former colleague of ours; Fa-
therhood Dads, Inc., president David Ladd;
the president of Morehouse College, Dr. Rob-
ert Franklin; as well as some of the outstand-
ing members of my staff—Mike Strautmanis,
Denis McDonough, Reggie Love. And we also
want to thank Bobby Flay, one of the best
chefs in the world, for providing us with these
unbelievably good-looking grub over here.

I don’t want to talk long. I want to come
around and say hello to everybody. I just want
to thank all of you for participating. For the
young people who are here today, I just hope
that the message that we’re sending out about
how important fathers are is something that

you will internalize, because all of you are
probably going to end up being fathers. And
the time is now, to start thinking about what
that means in terms of responsibilities, what it
means to be a man. And the men who
are—you’re going to be sitting with today, I
think, exemplify—whether they’re famous or
not famous, rich or not so rich, they embody
that spirit of love and dedication and commit-
ment that fatherhood is all about.

So we appreciate all of you. I don’t want to
get in the way of the food. Thank you for par-
ticipating. Hope you guys have a good time.
And to all the fathers out there, happy Father’s
Day. All right? 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to CPO John Lehnen,
USN, Command Naval Reserve Force Com-
mand, Transportation Command, Norfolk,
VA; Dwyane Wade, guard, National Basketball
Association’s Miami Heat; Etan Thomas, cen-
ter, National Basketball Association’s Wash-
ington Wizards; Joseph T. Jones, Jr., founder,
president, and chief executive officer, Center
for Urban Families; Antwaan Randle El, wide
receiver, National Football League’s Washing-
ton Redskins; Steven T. Rosen, director, Rob-
ert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center,
Northwestern University; Bill Cowher, for-
mer head coach, National Football League’s
Pittsburgh Steelers; Darryl “DMC” McDan-
iels, member of the hip-hop group Run DMC;
Mike Laas, president, James H. Laas Compa-
ny; Chief of Staff to the Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Intergovernmental Relations and
Public Engagement Michael Strautmanis;
Deputy National Security Adviser for Strategic
Communications Denis R. McDonough; and
Personal Aide to the President Reginald L.
Love.
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Statement on Proposed Health Care Reform Legislation
June 19, 2009

Today the chairs of several committees in the
House of Representatives unveiled their health
care reform proposal. This proposal would im-
prove the affordability, availability, and quality

of health care and represents a major step to-
ward the—our goal of fixing what is broken
about health care while building on what works.

Statement on the Observance of Juneteenth
June 19, 2009

On this day in 1865, more than 2 years after
President Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation, those who found themselves still
enslaved in Galveston, Texas had their hopes
realized and their prayers answered. Contrary
to what others had told them, the rumors they
had heard were indeed true: The Civil War had
ended, and they were now free.

General Gordon Granger issued the call with
“General Order No. 3” saying, “The people of
Texas are informed that, in accordance with a
proclamation from the Executive of the United
States, all slaves are free.” June 19, or June-
teenth, is now observed in 31 States. Nearly a
century and a half later, the descendants of

slaves and slave owners can commemorate the
day together and celebrate the rights and free-
doms we all share in this great nation that we all
love.

This moment also serves as a time for reflec-
tion and appreciation, and an opportunity for
many people to trace their family’s lineage. Af-
rican Americans helped to build our Nation
brick by brick and have contributed to her
growth in every way, even when rights and lib-
erties were denied to them. In light of the his-
toric unanimous vote in the United States Sen-
ate this week supporting the call for an apology
for slavery and segregation, the occasion carries
even more significance.

Remarks at the Radio and Television Correspondents Association Dinner
June 19, 2009

Thanks to all of you. Thank you. Please, ev-
erybody, have a seat. Before I get started, as the
father of two girls, can I just say how incredibly
impressive those three young ladies were. Dad
would be proud.

To Heather and all the others who have
made this evening possible, thank you so much.
It is wonderful to be here. I want to express my
appreciation for the opportunity to tell jokes
that weren’t funny enough for me to use when
we did this 5 weeks ago. [Laughter] Whatever.
[Laughter] The jokes may not be as good, but
neither is the guest list. [Laughter] I’m just jok-
ing. For me, there’s no contest. Why bother
hanging out with celebrities when I can spend
time with the people who made me one?
[Laughter] I know where my bread is buttered.

Plus, we have our own luminaries here in at-
tendance. The junior Senator from Wyoming,
John Barrasso, is here. 

[At this point, White House Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs came to the podium and whis-
pered in the President’s ear.]

I’m sorry, John Barasso skipped this evening.
[Laughter] Let me tell you, though, for those
who haven’t met him, John Barrasso is the
George Clooney of junior Senators from Wyo-
ming. [Laughter]

It is great to be here with so much talent
from the world of TV and radio. Despite the
flood of new media, I think your programming
is more relevant than ever before. At least,
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that’s the impression I get when I read the
blogs every day. [Laughter]

It’s good to see a number of hard-working
correspondents here tonight. Journalists like
Chuck Todd. I think I spotted Chuck over
there somewhere. At this dinner, Chuck em-
bodies the best of both worlds: He has the rap-
id-fire style of a television correspondent and
the facial hair of a radio correspondent.
[Laughter]

Mika Brzezinski is here, I believe, in the
house. Mika and I have a lot in common. We
both have partners named Joe who used to be
in Congress and don’t know when to stop talk-
ing. [Laughter]

And happening now: Wolf Blitzer is here.
He’s the only man—[applause]—the only oth-
er man in America with his own situation
room. [Laughter] People assume that mine is
cooler, but this is not the case. As hard as
we’ve tried, we have not been able to generate
the bandwidth necessary to turn Larry Sum-
mers into a hologram. [Laughter] We can’t do
it.

Now, one person that you know could not
be here tonight is Secretary Hillary Clinton. As
most of you know, Hillary broke her elbow a
few days ago on her way to the White House.
And we all wish her a very speedy recovery. I
do have to say, though, that while it’s been re-
ported as an accident, there were some suspi-
cious circumstances. [Laughter] Just before
the incident, Secret Service spotted Richard
Holbrooke spraying WD–40 all over the drive-
way. [Laughter] So now, on top of the costs of
health care and energy and the recovery plan,
we’ve got another fiscal problem. Fortunately,
the lawyers tell me that Hillary is ready to set-
tle. [Laughter]

I have to admit, though, it wasn’t easy com-
ing up with fresh material for this dinner. A
few nights ago, I was up tossing and turning,
trying to figure out exactly what to say. Finally,
when I couldn’t get back to sleep, I rolled over
and asked Brian Williams what he thought.
[Laughter] 

Now, the truth is, Brian Williams is actually
a terrible house guest. He put an empty milk
carton back in the fridge. He leaves his wet
towels all over the Roosevelt Room. We’re

pretty sure he clogged the toilet and didn’t tell
anybody. [Laughter]

Although I must say, the whole thing was
worth it. “Inside the Obama White House” is
my favorite new show. [Laughter] There’s just
something really compelling about the main
character. [Laughter] It’s a wonderful narra-
tive. In fact, the show has been such a hit that
all of you guys now want to come and tape one
in my house. ABC is planning a series called
“Dancing with the Czars.” [Laughter] TLC has
got something called “Jon & Kate plus Peter
Orszag.” [Laughter] That’s going to be good.
[Laughter] Nick at Nite has a new take on an
old classic, “Leave it to Uighurs.” I thought
that was pretty good. [Laughter]

Of course, given the fiscal crisis in Califor-
nia, these shows all will be competing directly
with Governor Schwarzenegger’s new reality
series, “I’m a Celebrity—Get Me Out of
Here!” [Laughter] That’s how I feel tonight.
[Laughter]

Look, it’s nothing personal, but this dinner
conflicts with my date night. [Laughter] I was
supposed to be going out with Michelle for
Thai food—in Bangkok. [Laughter]

But I have been doing a lot of traveling. I
just returned from a trip abroad, as you know.
In Egypt, we had the opportunity to tour the
pyramids. By now I’m sure all of you have seen
the pictures of Rahm on a camel. I admit I was
a little nervous about the whole situation. I
said at the time, “This is a wild animal known
to bite and kick and spit. And who knows what
the camel might do?” [Laughter]

But I have to say, as I traveled to all these
countries, I saw firsthand how much people
truly have in common with one another. Be-
cause no matter where I went, there’s one
thing I heard over and over again from every
world leader: “No thanks, but have you consid-
ered Palau?” [Laughter]

Of course, most of my attention has been
focused here back home. As you know, we’ve
been working around the clock to repair our
major financial institutions and our auto com-
panies. But you probably wouldn’t understand
the concept of troubled industries, working as
you do in the radio and television industry.
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[Members of the audience groaned.]

Oh, we don’t joke about that, huh? [Laugh-
ter] That’s not funny. [Laughter]

One problem we’re trying to solve is the high
cost of health care in America. And I’m pleased
that in our quest to reform the health care sys-
tem, I’ve gained the support of the American
Medical Association. It proves true the old ex-
pression that it’s easier to catch flies with honey.
And if honey doesn’t work, feel free to use an
open palm and a swift, downward movement.

Now, the challenges we face are many, and
I’ll be honest, I don’t have all the answers. And
when I’m not sure what’s right, I often ask my-
self, “WWLD?”—“What would a wise Latino
do?” I’m proud of my nominee, Sonia Sotomay-
or. And all those who oppose her, to all those
who say that there’s no place for empathy on
the bench, I say this: I completely understand
how you’re feeling. [Laughter] When you’re up-
set, I’m upset. [Laughter]

Another difficult challenge is how to help our
automakers thrive in the 21st century. We’ve
tried a number of different approaches, and to-
night, I’m announcing a new one. It’s a plan
passed on to me by a close friend and adviser,
Oprah Winfrey. So if each of you will look un-
der your seat, you find that you get a car compa-
ny! [Laughter] You get a car company! And
FOX, you get AIG. [Laughter] Enjoy!

The truth is, as I’ve said all along, I have no
ambition to run an auto company. I’m not the
salesman in chief. And GM will rise or fall on
the quality of its products, like the taut, athletic
design of the new Buick Enclave. [Laughter]
It’s French-seamed leather and warm wood
tones make the Enclave more than transporta-
tion. It’s a modern driver’s retreat. [Laughter]
Come on, work with me here. I’ve got cars to
move, people!

In all seriousness, despite the jokes I’ve told,
I’m here tonight because I appreciate the work
that all of you do and the role that you play. You
report the news as it happens, and you’re cover-
ing history as it’s made. With a hand-held cam-
era or a mike, or now even a cell phone or a

blog, you bring the truth to people and allow
people to bring truth to the world.

We’re seeing that now as history is unfolding.
In the sounds and images broadcast from Iran
over the last week, we’ve seen professional and
citizen journalists act as a voice for those who
want to be heard, bearing witness to universal
aspirations of democracy and freedom. Often at
great risk and sometimes with great sacrifice,
they do it because the rest of us need to hear
the stories that they tell. In recent years, we’ve
seen the same courageous reporting in Iraq, in
Afghanistan, and the Congo, and in every dan-
gerous corner of the world. And everywhere
there’s a story that needs to be told.

I think all of you understand these are chang-
ing times. As journalists, you understand that
better than anyone. But one thing that will nev-
er change is the need to report the news as it
happens, wherever it happens. This is what you
do, and this is what will help us meet the chal-
lenges of our time. We are grateful to you for
that.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. at the
Washington Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ava, Christine, and Nicole
Bloom, daughters of David Bloom, an NBC
News reporter who died while embedded with
the U.S. Army’s 3d Infantry Division in Iraq in
2003; Heather Dahl, chair, Radio and Televi-
sion Correspondents Association, who intro-
duced the President; actor George Clooney;
Chuck Todd, chief White House correspon-
dent, NBC News; Mika Brzezinski, cohost, and
Joe Scarborough, host, MSNBC’s “Morning
Joe”; Vice President Joe Biden; Wolf Blitzer,
anchor, CNN’s “Situation Room with Wolf Bliz-
ter”; National Economic Council Director Law-
rence H. Summers; Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton; Richard C. Holbrooke, U.S.
Special Representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan; Brian Williams, anchor, NBC Nightly
News; reality television show personalities Jon
and Kate Gosselin; Peter R. Orszag, Director,
Office of Management and Budget; Gov.
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Arnold A. Schwarzenegger of California;
White House Chief of Staff Rahm I. Emanuel;
Supreme Court Associate Justice-designate

Sonia Sotomayor; and talk show host Oprah
Winfrey. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 20.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 20, 2009

As we continue to recover from a historic
economic crisis, it’s clear to everyone that one
of its major causes was a breakdown in over-
sight that led to widespread abuses in the fi-
nancial system. An epidemic of irresponsibility
took hold from Wall Street to Washington to
Main Street, and the consequences have been
disastrous: millions of Americans have seen
their life savings erode; families have been
devastated by job losses; businesses large and
small have closed their doors.

In response, this week, my administration
proposed a set of major reforms to the rules
that govern our financial system; to attack the
causes of this crisis and to prevent future cri-
ses from taking place; to ensure that our mar-
kets can work fairly and freely for businesses
and consumers alike.

We’re going to promote markets that work
for those who play by the rules. We’re going to
stand up for a system in which fair dealing and
honest competition are the only way to win.
We’re going to level the playing field for con-
sumers, and we’re going to have the kinds of
rules that encourage innovations that make
our economy stronger, not those that allow in-
siders to exploit its weaknesses for their own
gain.

And one of the most important proposals is
a new oversight agency called the Consumer
Financial Protection Agency. It’s charged with
just one job: looking out for the interests of or-
dinary Americans in the financial system. This
is essential, for this crisis may have started on
Wall Street, but its impacts have been felt by
ordinary Americans who rely on credit cards,
home loans, and other financial instruments.

It’s true that this crisis was caused in part by
Americans who took on too much debt and
took out loans they simply could not afford.
But there are also millions of Americans who
signed contracts they didn’t always understand
offered by lenders who didn’t always tell the

truth. Today, folks signing up for a mortgage,
student loan, or credit card face a bewildering
array of incomprehensible options. Companies
compete not by offering better products, but
more complicated ones, with more fine print
and hidden terms. It’s no coincidence that the
lack of strong consumer protections led to
abuses against consumers; the lack of rules to
stop deceptive lending practices led to abuses
against borrowers.

This new agency will have the responsibility
to change that. It will have the power to set
tough new rules so that companies compete by
offering innovative products that consumers
actually want and actually understand. Those
ridiculous contracts, pages of fine print that no
one can figure out, will be a thing of the past.
You’ll be able to compare products, with de-
scriptions in plain language, to see what is best
for you. The most unfair practices will be
banned, and the rules will be enforced.

Though some argue that these changes, and
the many others we’ve called for, go too far. I
welcome a debate about how we can make
sure our regulations work for businesses and
consumers. But what I will not accept, what I
will vigorously oppose, are those who do not
argue in good faith; those who would defend
the status quo at any cost; those who put their
narrow interests ahead of the interests of ordi-
nary Americans. We’ve already begun to see
special interests mobilizing against change.
And that’s not surprising, that’s Washington.

For these are interests that have benefited
from a system which allow ordinary Americans
to be exploited. These interests argue against
reform even as millions of people are facing
the consequences of this crisis in their own
lives. These interests defend business-as-usu-
al even though we know that it was business-
as-usual that allowed this crisis to take place.

Well, the American people did not send me
to Washington to give in to the special
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interests; the American people sent me to
Washington to stand up for their interests. And
while I’m not spoiling for a fight, I’m ready for
one. The most important thing we can do to put
this era of irresponsibility in the past is to take
responsibility now. That’s why my administra-
tion will accept no less than real and lasting
change to the way business is done, on Wall
Street and in Washington. We will do what is
necessary to end this crisis, and we will do what

it takes to prevent this kind of crisis from ever
happening again.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. on June 19 in the Map Room at
the White House for broadcast on June 20. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 19 but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on June 20.

Statement on the Situation in Iran
June 20, 2009

The Iranian Government must understand
that the world is watching. We mourn each and
every innocent life that is lost. We call on the
Iranian Government to stop all violent and un-
just actions against its own people. The univer-
sal rights to assembly and free speech must be
respected, and the United States stands with all
who seek to exercise those rights.

As I said in Cairo, suppressing ideas never
succeeds in making them go away. The Iranian
people will ultimately judge the actions of their

own Government. If the Iranian Government
seeks the respect of the international communi-
ty, it must respect the dignity of its own people
and govern through consent, not coercion.

Martin Luther King once said, “The arc of
the moral universe is long, but it bends toward
justice.” I believe that; the international com-
munity believes that. And right now we are
bearing witness to the Iranian people’s belief in
that truth, and we will continue to bear witness.

Statement on Medicare Reform
June 20, 2009

I am pleased to announce that an agreement
has been reached between Senator Max Baucus
and the Nation’s pharmaceutical companies
that will bring down health care costs and re-
duce the price of prescription drugs for millions
of America’s seniors. As part of the health re-
form legislation that I expect Congress to enact
this year, pharmaceutical companies will extend
discounts on prescription drugs to millions of
seniors who currently are subjected to crushing
out-of-pocket expenses when the yearly
amounts they pay for medication fall within the
doughnut hole: any payments by seniors not
covered by Medicare that fall between $2,700
and $6,153.75 per year. The existence of this
gap in coverage has been a continuing injustice
that has placed a great burden on many seniors.

This deal will provide significant relief from
that burden for millions of American seniors.

The agreement by pharmaceutical compa-
nies to contribute to the health reform effort
comes on the heels of the landmark pledge
many health industry leaders made to me last
month, when they offered to do their part to re-
duce health spending $2 trillion over the next
decade. We are at a turning point in America’s
journey toward health care reform. Key sectors
of the health care industry acknowledge what
American families and businesses already know,
that the status quo is no longer sustainable. The
agreement reached today to lower prescription
drug costs for seniors will be an important part
of the legislation I expect to sign into law in Oc-
tober. I want to commend House Chairmen
Henry Waxman, George Miller, and Charles
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Rangel for addressing this issue in the health
reform legislation they unveiled this week.
This is a tangible example of the type of re-

form that will lower costs while assuring quali-
ty health care for every American.

Remarks on Health Care Reform
June 22, 2009

Thank you. Well, first of all, I want to thank
Barry Rand for the introduction, but also
AARP, the organization he so ably represents,
for coming together with us on this critical is-
sue today.

Last week, in my address to the American
Medical Association, I spoke about the urgent
need for health care reform and what will be
required to achieve it. And one of the things
that will be required, I said, was that everyone
in our health care community is going to have
to come together and do their part.

In recent days, Chairman Max Baucus, who
has been doing an outstanding job leading the
Finance Committee on this issue, as well as
members of my administration, have been in
discussions with the pharmaceutical industry
to find a way to bring down costs of prescrip-
tion drugs for America’s seniors. And I’m
pleased to report that over the weekend we
reached an understanding that will help close
the notorious doughnut hole in Medicare Part
D. This is a significant breakthrough on the
road to health care reform, one that will make
the difference in the lives of many older Amer-
icans.

I think many of you in the press are familiar
with the issue. The doughnut hole refers to a
gap in prescription drug coverage that makes
it harder for millions of Medicare beneficiaries
to pay for the medication they need. The way
the program is structured, Medicare covers up
to $2,700 in yearly prescription costs and then
stops, and the coverage starts back up when
the costs exceed 6,100, which means between
2,700 and 6,100 folks are out of luck. And this
gap in coverage has placing a crushing burden
on many older Americans who live on fixed in-
comes and can’t afford thousands of dollars in
out-of-pocket expenses.

Chris Dodd, who has been an outstanding
leader on a whole host of health care issues
throughout his career and who is helping to

lead the HELP Committee while Senator
Kennedy is undergoing his treatment for his
illness—Chris, I think, will tell you that as we
travel around the country, seniors would con-
stantly be coming up to us and saying, how do
we deal with this extraordinary burden? And
as a consequence, you’d have seniors who
would be taking half their medication, even
though the doctor said that is not going to be
as effective; you are putting your life at risk.
They had no other choice.

So as part of the health care reform I expect
Congress to enact this year, Medicare benefi-
ciaries whose spending falls within this gap
will now receive a discount on prescription
drugs of at least 50 percent from the negotiat-
ed price their plan pays. It’s a reform that will
make prescription drugs more affordable for
millions of seniors and restore a measure of
fairness to Medicare Part D. It’s a reflection of
the importance of this single step for Ameri-
ca’s seniors that it has earned the support of
AARP, which has been fighting for years to ad-
dress this anomaly in the system on behalf of
older Americans. AARP is committed, as I am,
to achieving health care reform by the end of
this year. And I’m committed to continuing to
work with AARP to ensure that any reforms
we pursue are carried out in a way that pro-
tects America’s seniors, who know as well as
anyone what’s wrong with our health care sys-
tem and why it’s badly in need of reform.

Our goal, our imperative, is to reduce the
punishing inflation in health care costs while
improving patient care. And to do that we’re
going to have to work together to root out
waste and inefficiencies that may pad the bot-
tom line of the insurance industry, but add
nothing to the health of our Nation. To that
end, the pharmaceutical industry has commit-
ted to reduce its draw on the health care sys-
tem by $80 billion over the next 10 years as
part of overall health care reform.
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Real health care reform that reduces the spi-
raling costs of health services and extends quali-
ty, affordable health coverage to all Americans
will require these kinds of commitments
throughout the system. And drug and insurance
companies stand to benefit when tens of mil-
lions more Americans have coverage. So we’re
asking them, in exchange, to make essential
concessions to reform the system and help re-
duce costs; it’s only fair. Today marks a major
step forward, but it will only be meaningful if
we complete the journey.

So I want to commend the House for coming
together last week to produce a health care re-
form bill, a bill, I might note, that protects se-
niors and has received the support of the
AARP. I will continue to work closely with the
relevant chairs in the House and the Senate,
and leaders like Senator Dodd and Senator

Baucus, and with members of both parties who
are willing to commit themselves to this critical
task. Our families, our businesses, and our long-
term fiscal health demands that we act and act
now. Today we are, and I’m grateful to all those
who helped make this day possible. And to
those who, here in Washington, who’ve grown
accustomed to “sky is falling” prognoses and the
certainties that we cannot get this done, I have
to repeat—revive an old saying we had from the
campaign: Yes we can. We are going to get this
done.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to A. Barry
Rand, chief executive officer, AARP.

Remarks on Signing the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act
of 2009
June 22, 2009

The President. Please, everybody, have a seat,
have a seat. I am thrilled to be here for what is I
think an extraordinary accomplishment by this
Congress, a bill we’re about to sign into law.

I want to acknowledge a few of our special
guests. First of all, we’ve got the crew from the
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids: Eamon,
Christopher, Sarah, and Hoai-Nam. We have
our FDA Commissioner, Dr. Peggy Hamburg.
We have our CDC Director, Tom Frieden. And
we have just some extraordinary Members of
Congress here on stage—Senator Dodd, Sena-
tor Durbin, Senator Enzi, Senator Harkin, Sen-
ator Lautenberg, Representative Waxman,
Representative Dingell, Representative Chris-
tensen, Representative Pallone, and Represen-
tative Platts—all of whom did extraordinary
work in helping to move this legislation for-
ward. Please give them a big round of applause.
I want to thank all of them.

Now, there are three Members of Congress
that I have to especially thank: Representative
Waxman, Representative Dodd, and—excuse
me—[laughter]—Senator Dodd——

Senator Christopher J. Dodd. Things are
tough enough. [Laughter]

The President. ——and most importantly,
Senator Ted Kennedy, who can’t be here today.

You know, the legislation I’m signing today
represents change that’s been decades in the
making. Since at least the middle of the last
century, we’ve known about the harmful and of-
ten deadly effects of tobacco products. More
than 400,000 Americans now die of tobacco-re-
lated illnesses each year, making it the leading
cause of preventable death in the United States.
More than 8 million Americans suffer from at
least one serious illness caused by smoking, and
these health problems cost us all more than
$100 billion a year.

What’s even worse are the effects on our
children. One out of every five children in our
country are now current smokers by the time
they leave high school. Think about that statis-
tic, one out of every five children in our country
are now current smokers by the time they leave
high school. Each day, 1,000 young people un-
der the age of 18 become new, regular, daily
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smokers. And almost 90 percent of all smokers
began at or before their 18th birthday.

I know; I was one of these teenagers, and so
I know how difficult it can be to break this
habit when it’s been with you for a long time.
And I also know that kids today don’t just start
smoking for no reason. They’re aggressively
targeted as customers by the tobacco industry.
They’re exposed to a constant and insidious
barrage of advertising where they live, where
they learn, and where they play. Most insidi-
ously, they are offered products with flavor-
ings that mask the taste of tobacco and make it
even more tempting.

We’ve known about this for decades, but
despite the best efforts and good progress
made by so many leaders and advocates with
us today, the tobacco industry and its special
interest lobbying have generally won the day
up on the Hill. When Henry Waxman first
brought tobacco CEOs before Congress in
1994, they famously denied that tobacco was
deadly, nicotine was addictive, or that their
companies marketed to children. And they
spent millions upon millions in lobbying and
advertising to fight back every attempt to ex-
pose these denials as lies.

Fifteen years later, their campaign has final-
ly failed. Today, thanks to the work of Demo-
crats and Republicans, health care and con-
sumer advocates, the decades-long effort to
protect our children from the harmful effects
of tobacco has emerged victorious. Today
change has come to Washington. 

This legislation will not ban all tobacco
products, and it will allow adults to make their
own choices. But it will also ban tobacco ad-
vertising within a thousand feet of schools and
playgrounds. It will curb the ability of tobacco
companies to market products to our children
by using appealing flavors. It will force these
companies to more clearly and publicly ac-
knowledge the harmful and deadly effects of
the products they sell. And it will allow the sci-
entists at the FDA to take other commonsense
steps to reduce the harmful effects of smoking.

This legislation is a victory for bipartisan-
ship, and it was passed overwhelmingly in both
Houses of Congress. It’s a victory for health
care reform, as it will reduce some of the bil-

lions we spend on tobacco-related health care
costs in this country. It’s a law that will reduce
the number of American children who pick up
a cigarette and become adult smokers. And
most importantly, it is a law that will save
American lives and make Americans healthier.

We know that even with the passage of this
legislation, our work to protect our children
and improve the public’s health is not com-
plete. Today, tobacco is the leading prevent-
able cause of death not just in America, but al-
so in the world. If current trends continue, 1
billion people will die from tobacco-related ill-
nesses this century. And so the United States
will continue to work with the World Health
Organization and other nations to fight this ep-
idemic on a global basis.

But no matter how long or how hard this
fight may be, what’s happening today gives us
hope. When I ran for President, I did so be-
cause I believed that despite the power of the
status quo and the influence of special inter-
ests, it was possible for us to bring change to
Washington. And the progress we’ve made
these past 5 months has only reinforced my
faith in this belief. 

Despite the influence of the credit card in-
dustry, we passed a law to protect consumers
from unfair rate hikes and abusive fees. De-
spite the influence of banks and lenders, we
passed a law to protect homeowners from
mortgage fraud. Despite the influence of the
defense industry, we passed a law to protect
taxpayers from waste and abuse in defense
contracting. And today, despite decades of
lobbying and advertising by the tobacco indus-
try, we’ve passed a law to help protect the next
generation of Americans from growing up with
a deadly habit that so many of our generation
have lived with.

When Henry Waxman opened that first
hearing back in ’94 on tobacco with the indus-
try CEOs, he began by quoting an ancient
proverb: “A journey of a thousand miles must
begin with a single step.” Our journey for
change is far from over. But with the package
of—passage of the kids tobacco legislation that
I’m about to sign, we’re taking another big and
very important step, a step that will save lives
and dollars. So I want to thank not only the
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Members of Congress who are up on stage, but
also all the Members of Congress in the audi-
ence and all the health advocates that fought for
so long for this to happen. We hope you feel
good about the extraordinary service that you’ve
rendered this country. Thank you very much.
Let’s go sign the bill. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Eamon McGoldrick,
Christopher E. Wiggins, Sarah L. Wiggins, and
Hoai-Nam Ngoc Bui, Campaign for Tobacco
Free Kids; and Delegate Donna M. Chris-
tensen of the U.S. Virgin Islands. H.R. 1256,
approved June 22, was assigned Public Law No.
111–31.

Statement on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Commuter
Train Crash in Washington, DC
June 22, 2009

Michelle and I were saddened by the terrible
accident in northeast Washington, DC, today.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families
and friends affected by this tragedy. I want to
thank the brave first responders who arrived
immediately to save lives. My staff has been in

touch with Mayor Fenty’s office and will contin-
ue to monitor the situation.

NOTE: The statement referred to Mayor Adrian
M. Fenty of Washington, DC.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Western Balkans
June 22, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the Western Balkans emergency is
to continue in effect beyond June 26, 2009.

The crisis constituted by the actions of per-
sons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring, or
supporting (i) extremist violence in the Repub-
lic of Macedonia and elsewhere in the Western
Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in Bosnia or
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1244 of June 10, 1999, in Kosovo, that led to the

declaration of a national emergency on June 26,
2001, in Executive Order 13219, and to amend-
ment of that order in Executive Order 13304 of
May 28, 2003, has not been resolved. The acts
of extremist violence and obstructionist activity
outlined in Executive Order 13219, as amend-
ed, are hostile to U.S. interests and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of the Unit-
ed States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to the West-
ern Balkans and maintain in force the sanctions
to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 22, 2009.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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The President’s News Conference 
June 23, 2009

The President. Hello, everybody. Good af-
ternoon, everybody. Today I want to start by
addressing three issues, and then I’ll take your
questions. 

First, I’d like to say a few words about the
situation in Iran. The United States and the in-
ternational community have been appalled
and outraged by the threats, the beatings, and
imprisonments of the last few days. I strongly
condemn these unjust actions, and I join with
the American people in mourning each and
every innocent life that is lost. 

I’ve made it clear that the United States re-
spects the sovereignty of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and is not interfering with Iran’s affairs.
But we must also bear witness to the courage
and the dignity of the Iranian people and to a
remarkable opening within Iranian society.
And we deplore the violence against innocent
civilians anywhere that it takes place. 

The Iranian people are trying to have a de-
bate about their future. Some in Iran—some
in the Iranian Government, in particular, are
trying to avoid that debate by accusing the
United States and others in the West of insti-
gating protests over the election. These accu-
sations are patently false. They’re an obvious
attempt to distract people from what is truly
taking place within Iran’s borders. This tired
strategy of using old tensions to scapegoat oth-
er countries won’t work anymore in Iran. This
is not about the United States or the West; this
is about the people of Iran, and the future that
they—and only they—will choose. 

The Iranian people can speak for them-
selves. That’s precisely what’s happened in the
last few days. In 2009, no iron fist is strong
enough to shut off the world from bearing wit-
ness to peaceful protests of justice. Despite
the Iranian Government’s efforts to expel jour-
nalists and isolate itself, powerful images and
poignant words have made their way to us
through cell phones and computers, and so
we’ve watched what the Iranian people are do-
ing. 

This is what we’ve witnessed. We’ve seen
the timeless dignity of tens of thousands of Ira-

nians marching in silence. We’ve seen people
of all ages risk everything to insist that their
votes are counted and that their voices are
heard. Above all, we’ve seen courageous wom-
en stand up to the brutality and threats, and
we’ve experienced the searing image of a
woman bleeding to death on the streets. While
this loss is raw and extraordinarily painful, we
also know this: Those who stand up for justice
are always on the right side of history. 

As I said in Cairo, suppressing ideas never
succeeds in making them go away. The Iranian
people have a universal right to assembly and
free speech. If the Iranian Government seeks
the respect of the international community, it
must respect those rights and heed the will of
its own people. It must govern through con-
sent and not coercion. That’s what Iran’s own
people are calling for, and the Iranian people
will ultimately judge the actions of their own
Government.

Now, the second issue I want to address is
our ongoing effort to build a clean energy
economy. This week, the House of Represen-
tatives is moving ahead on historic legislation
that will transform the way we produce and
use energy in America. This legislation will
spark a clean energy transformation that will
reduce our dependence on foreign oil and
confront the carbon pollution that threatens
our planet. 

This energy bill will create a set of incen-
tives that will spur the development of new
sources of energy, including wind, solar, and
geothermal power. It will also spur new energy
savings, like efficient windows and other mate-
rials that reduce heating costs in the winter
and cooling costs in the summer. These incen-
tives will finally make clean energy the profit-
able kind of energy. And that will lead to the
development of new technologies that lead to
new industries that could create millions of
new jobs in America, jobs that can’t be
shipped overseas.

At a time of great fiscal challenges, this leg-
islation is paid for by the polluters who cur-
rently emit the dangerous carbon emissions
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that contaminate the water we drink and pol-
lute the air that we breathe. It also provides as-
sistance to businesses and communities as they
make the gradual transition to clean energy
technologies.

So I believe that this legislation is extraordi-
narily important for our country; it’s taken great
effort on the part of many over the course of the
past several months. And I want to thank the
chair of the Energy and Commerce Committee,
Henry Waxman, his colleagues on that commit-
tee, including Congressmen Dingell, Ed Mar-
key, and Rick Boucher. I also want to thank
Charlie Rangel, the chair of the Ways and
Means Committee, and Collin Peterson, the
chair of the Agricultural Committee, for their
many and ongoing contributions to this process.
And I want to express my appreciation to Nancy
Pelosi and Steny Hoyer for their leadership.

We all know why this is so important. The na-
tion that leads in the creation of a clean energy
economy will be the nation that leads the 21st
century’s global economy. That’s what this leg-
islation seeks to achieve; it’s a bill that will open
the door to a better future for this Nation. And
that’s why I urge Members of Congress to come
together and pass it.

The last issue I’d like to address is health
care. Right now Congress is debating various
health care reform proposals. This is obviously a
complicated issue, but I am very optimistic
about the progress that they’re making.

Like energy, this is legislation that must and
will be paid for. It will not add to our deficits
over the next decade. We will find the money
through savings and efficiencies within the
health care system, some of which we’ve al-
ready announced.

We will also ensure that the reform we pass
brings down the crushing cost of health care.
We simply can’t have a system where we throw
good money after bad habits. We need to con-
trol the skyrocketing costs that are driving fami-
lies, businesses, and our Government into
greater and greater debt.

There’s no doubt that we must preserve
what’s best about our health care system, and
that means allowing Americans who like their
doctor and their health care plans to keep them.
But unless we fix what’s broken in our current

system, everyone’s health care will be in jeopar-
dy. Unless we act, premiums will climb higher,
benefits will erode further, and the rolls of the
uninsured will swell to include millions more
Americans. Unless we act, one out of every five
dollars that we earn will be spent on health care
within a decade. And the amount our Govern-
ment spends on Medicare and Medicaid will
eventually grow larger than what our Govern-
ment spends on everything else today. 

When it comes to health care, the status quo
is unsustainable and unacceptable. So reform is
not a luxury; it’s a necessity. And I hope that
Congress will continue to make significant
progress on this issue in the weeks ahead. 

So let me open it up for questions, and I’ll
start with you, Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Associ-
ated Press].

Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Your adminis-
tration has said that the offer to talk to Iran’s
leaders remains open. Can you say if that’s still
so, even with all the violence that has been
committed by the Government against the
peaceful protesters? And if it is, is there any
redline that your administration won’t cross,
where that offer will be shut off?

The President. Well, obviously, what’s hap-
pened in Iran is profound. And we’re still wait-
ing to see how it plays itself out. My position
coming into this office has been that the United
States has core national security interests in
making sure that Iran doesn’t possess a nuclear
weapon and it stops exporting terrorism outside
of its borders.

We have provided a path whereby Iran can
reach out to the international community, en-
gage, and become a part of international norms.
It is up to them to make a decision as to wheth-
er they choose that path. What we’ve been see-
ing over the last several days, the last couple of
weeks, obviously, is not encouraging, in terms
of the path that this regime may choose to take.
And the fact that they are now in the midst of
an extraordinary debate taking place in Iran
may end up coloring how they respond to the
international community as a whole.

We are going to monitor and see how this
plays itself out before we make any judgments
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about how we proceed. But just to reiterate,
there is a path available to Iran in which their
sovereignty is respected, their traditions, their
culture, their faith is respected, but one in
which they are part of a larger community that
has responsibilities and operates according to
norms and international rules that are univer-
sal. We don’t know how they’re going to re-
spond yet, and that’s what we’re waiting to see.

Q. So should there be consequences for
what’s happened so far?

The President. I think that the international
community is, as I said before, bearing witness
to what’s taking place. And the Iranian Gov-
ernment should understand that how they
handle the dissent within their own country,
generated indigenously, internally, from the
Iranian people, will help shape the tone not
only for Iran’s future but also its relationship
to other countries.

Since we’re on Iran, I know Nico Pitney is
here from Huffington Post.

Election in Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Nico, I know that you—and

all across the Internet, we’ve been seeing a lot
of reports coming directly out of Iran. I know
that there may actually be questions from peo-
ple in Iran who are communicating through
the Internet. What—do you have a question?

Q. Yes, I did, but I wanted to use this op-
portunity to ask you a question directly from
an Iranian. We solicited questions last night
from people who are still courageous enough
to be communicating online, and one of them
wanted to ask you this: “Under which condi-
tions would you accept the election of Ah-
madi-nejad? And if you do accept it without
any significant changes in the conditions there,
isn’t that a betrayal of the—of what the dem-
onstrators there are working towards?”

The President. Well, look, we didn’t have in-
ternational observers on the ground. We can’t
say definitively what exactly happened at poll-
ing places throughout the country. What we
know is that a sizeable percentage of the Irani-
an people themselves, spanning Iranian soci-
ety, consider this election illegitimate. It’s not
an isolated instance, a little grumbling here or

there. There is significant questions about the
legitimacy of the election.

And so, ultimately, the most important
thing for the Iranian Government to consider
is legitimacy in the eyes of its own people, not
in the eyes of the United States. And that’s
why I’ve been very clear: Ultimately, this is up
to the Iranian people to decide who their lead-
ership is going to be and the structure of their
Government. 

What we can do is to say unequivocally that
there are sets of international norms and prin-
ciples about violence, about dealing with
peaceful dissent that spans cultures, spans bor-
ders. And what we’ve been seeing over the In-
ternet and what we’ve been seeing in news re-
ports violates those norms and violates those
principles. I think it is not too late for the Ira-
nian Government to recognize that there is a
peaceful path that will lead to stability and le-
gitimacy and prosperity for the Iranian people.
We hope they take it.

Jeff Mason of Reuters.

Financial Regulatory Reform

Q. Right here, sir. Switching gears slightly,
in light of the financial regulation and reform
that you have made, what is—how do you rate
the performance of the Fed in handling the fi-
nancial crisis? And more specifically, how do
you rate the performance of Ben Bernanke,
and would you like him to stay on when his
term ends in January?

The President. I’m not going to make news
about Ben Bernanke—[laughter]—although I
think he has done a fine job under very diffi-
cult circumstances. 

I would say that all financial regulators
didn’t do everything that needed to be done to
prevent the crisis from happening. And that’s
why we’ve put forward the boldest set of re-
forms in financial regulation in 75 years, be-
cause there were too many gaps; where there
were laws on the books that would have
brought about a prevention of the crisis, the
enforcement wasn’t there. In some cases,
there just weren’t sufficient laws on the books,
for example, with the nonbanking sector.

I think that the Fed probably performed
better than most other regulators prior to the
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crisis taking place, but I think they’d be the first
to acknowledge that in dealing with systemic
risk and anticipating systemic risk, they didn’t
do everything that needed to be done. 

I think since the crisis has occurred, Ben
Bernanke has performed very well. And one of
the central concepts behind our financial regu-
latory reform is that there’s got to be somebody
who is responsible not just for monitoring the
health of individual institutions, but somebody
who’s monitoring the systemic risks of the sys-
tem as a whole. And we believe that the Fed has
the most technical expertise and the best track
record in terms of doing that.

But that’s not the only part of financial regu-
lation. One of the things that we’re putting a
huge amount of emphasis on is the issue of con-
sumer protection, whether it’s subprime loans
that were given out because nobody was paying
attention to what was being peddled to consum-
ers, whether it’s how credit cards are handled,
how annuities are dealt with, what people can
expect in terms of understanding their 401(k)s.
There’s a whole bunch of financial transactions
out there where consumers are not protected
the way they should, and that’s why we said,
we’re going to put forward a consumer financial
protection agency whose only job it is to focus
on those issues.

Now, the Fed was one of the regulators that
had some of those consumer responsibilities.
We actually think that they’re better off focus-
ing on issues of broad systemic risk, and we
have just one agency that’s focused on the con-
sumer protection side.

Q. But is the Fed getting too powerful?
The President. If you look at what we’ve pro-

posed, we are not so much expanding the Fed’s
power as we are focusing what the Fed needs to
do to prevent the kinds of crises that are hap-
pening again. Another good example is the issue
of resolution authority. I think it wasn’t that
long ago where everybody was properly out-
raged about AIG and the enormous amounts of
money the taxpayers had to put into AIG in or-
der to prevent it from dragging the entire finan-
cial system down with it.

Had we had the kinds of resolution authority,
the kinds of laws that were in place that would
allow a orderly winding down of AIG, then po-

tentially taxpayers could have saved a huge
amount of money. We want that power to be
available so that taxpayers aren’t on the hook.
All right? 

Major Garrett [FOX News]. Where’s Major?

Situation in Iran

Q. Right here, sir. In your opening remarks,
sir, you were—you said about Iran that you
were appalled and outraged. What took you so
long to say those words?

The President. Well, I don’t think that’s accu-
rate. Track what I’ve been saying. Right after
the election, I said that we had profound con-
cerns about the nature of the election, but that
it was not up to us to determine what the out-
come was. As soon as violence broke out—in
fact, in anticipation of potential violence—we
were very clear in saying that violence was un-
acceptable, that that was not how governments
operate with respect to their people.

So we’ve been entirely consistent, Major, in
terms of how we’ve approached this. My role
has been to say, the United States is not going
to be a foil for the Iranian Government to try to
blame what’s happening on the streets of Teh-
ran on the CIA or on the White House, that this
is an issue that is led by and given voice to the
frustrations of the Iranian people. And so we’ve
been very consistent the first day, and we’re go-
ing to continue to be consistent in saying, this is
not an issue about the United States; this is
about an issue of the Iranian people.

What we’ve also been consistent about is say-
ing that there are some universal principles, in-
cluding freedom of assembly and freedom of
speech, making sure that governments are not
using coercion and violence and repression in
terms of how they interact with peaceful dem-
onstrators. And we have been speaking out very
clearly about that fact. 

Iran-U.S. Relations

Q. Are Iranian diplomats still welcome at the
Embassy on Fourth of July, sir?

The President. Well, I think as you’re aware,
Major, we don’t have formal diplomatic rela-
tions with——

Q. [Inaudible]
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The President. We don’t have formal diplo-
matic relations with Iran. I think that we have
said that if Iran chooses a path that abides by
international norms and principles, then we
are interested in healing some of the wounds
of 30 years, in terms of U.S.-Iranian relations.
But that is a choice that the Iranians are going
to have to make.

Q. But the offer still stands?
The President. That’s a choice the Iranians

are going to have to make.
David Jackson [USA Today].

Health Care Reform

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Two of the
key players in the insurance industry, Ameri-
ca’s Health Insurance Plans and BlueCross
BlueShield, sent a letter to the Senate this
morning saying that a government health in-
surance plan would, quote, “dismantle,” end
quote, private insurers. Why are they wrong?
And secondly, this public plan, is this nonne-
gotiable? Would you sign a health care bill
without it?

The President. Well, let’s talk first of all
about health care reform more broadly. I think
in this debate, there’s been some notion that if
we just stand pat, we’re okay. And that’s just
not true. You know, there are polls out that
show that 70 or 80 percent of Americans are
satisfied with the health insurance that they
currently have. The only problem is that pre-
miums have been doubling every 9 years, go-
ing up three times faster than wages. The U.S.
Government is not going to be able to afford
Medicare and Medicaid on its current trajec-
tory. Businesses are having to make very tough
decisions about whether we drop coverage or
we further restrict coverage.

So the notion that somehow we can just
keep on doing what we’re doing and that’s
okay, that’s just not true. We have a longstand-
ing critical problem in our health care system
that is pulling down our economy, it’s burden-
ing families, it’s burdening businesses, and it is
the primary driver of our Federal deficits. All
right? 

So if we start from the premise that the sta-
tus quo is unacceptable, then that means we’re
going to have to bring about some serious

changes. Now, what I’ve said is, our top priori-
ty has to be to control costs. And that means
not just tinkering around the edges. It doesn’t
mean just lopping off reimbursements for doc-
tors in any given year because we’re trying to
fix our budget. It means that we look at the
kinds of incentives that exist, what our delivery
system is like, why it is that some communities
are spending 30 percent less than other com-
munities but getting better health care out-
comes, and figuring out how can we make sure
that everybody is benefiting from lower costs
and better quality by improving practices. It
means health IT. It means prevention.

So all these things are the starting point, I
think, for reform. And I’ve said very clearly, if
any bill arrives from Congress that is not con-
trolling costs, that’s not a bill I can support. It’s
going to have to control costs. It’s going to
have to be paid for. All right? So there’s been a
lot of talk about, well, a trillion-dollar price
tag. What I’ve said is, if we’re going to spend
that much money, then it’s going to be largely
funded through reallocating dollars that are al-
ready in the health care system but aren’t be-
ing spent well. If we’re spending $177 billion
over 10 years to subsidize insurance compa-
nies under Medicare Advantage, when there’s
no showing that people are healthier using
that program than the regular Medicare pro-
gram, well, that’s not a good deal for taxpayers.
And we’re going to take that money, and we’re
going to use it to provide better care at a
cheaper cost to the American people. So that’s
point number one. 

Number two, while we are in the process of
dealing with the cost issue, I think it’s also wise
policy and the right thing to do to start provid-
ing coverage for people who don’t have health
insurance or are underinsured, are paying a lot
of money for high deductibles. I get let-
ters—two, three letters a day—that I read of
families who don’t have health insurance, are
going bankrupt, are on the brink of losing their
insurance, have deductibles that are so high
that even with insurance they end up with fif-
ty, a hundred thousand dollars worth of debt,
are at risk of losing their homes.

And that has to be part of reform, making
sure that even if you’ve got health insurance
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now, you are not worried that when you lose
your job or your employer decides to change
policies that somehow you’re going to be out of
luck. I think about the woman who was in Wis-
consin that I was with, who introduced me up in
Green Bay—36 years old, double mastectomy;
breast cancer has now moved to her bones, and
she’s got two little kids, a husband with a job.
They had health insurance, but they’re still
$50,000 in debt, and she’s thinking, my main
legacy, if I don’t survive this thing, is going to be
leaving $100,000 worth of debt. So those are
the things that I’m prioritizing.

Now, the public plan, I think, is a important
tool to discipline insurance companies. What
we’ve said is, under our proposal, let’s have a
system the same way that Federal employees
do, same way that Members of Congress do,
where—we call it an exchange, but you can call
it a marketplace—where essentially you’ve got a
whole bunch of different plans. If you like your
plan and you like your doctor, you won’t have to
do a thing. You keep your plan; you keep your
doctor. If your employer is providing you good
health insurance, terrific; we’re not going to
mess with it.

But if you’re a small-business person, if the
insurance that’s being offered is something you
can’t afford, if you want to shop for a better
price, then you can go to this exchange, this
marketplace, and you can look: Okay, this is
how much this plan costs; this is how much that
plan costs; this is what the coverage is like; this
is what fits for my family. As one of those op-
tions, for us to be able to say, here’s a public op-
tion that’s not profit-driven, that can keep down
administrative costs, and that provides you
good, quality care for a reasonable price—as
one of the options for you to choose, I think that
makes sense.

Health Care Reform/Medical Insurance Provid-
ers

Q. Won’t that drive private insurers out of
business?

The President. Well, why would it drive pri-
vate insurers out of business? If private insurers
say that the marketplace provides the best qual-
ity health care, if they tell us that they’re offer-
ing a good deal, then why is it that the Govern-

ment, which they say can’t run anything, sud-
denly is going to drive them out of business?
That’s not logical.

Now, I think that there’s going to be some
healthy debates in Congress about the shape
that this takes. I think there can be some legiti-
mate concerns on the part of private insurers
that if any public plan is simply being subsi-
dized by taxpayers endlessly, that over time they
can’t compete with the Government just print-
ing money. 

So there are going to be some, I think, legiti-
mate debates to be had about how this private
plan takes shape. But just conceptually, the no-
tion that all these insurance companies who say
they’re giving consumers the best possible deal,
that they can’t compete against a public plan as
one option, with consumers making the deci-
sion what’s the best deal, that defies logic,
which is why I think you’ve seen in the polling
data overwhelming support for a public plan.
All right?

Q. But is that nonnegotiable?
The President. Chip [Chip Reid, CBS News].

Situation in Iran/U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Following up
on Major’s question, some Republicans on Cap-
itol Hill—John McCain and Lindsey Graham,
for example—have said that up to this point,
your response on Iran has been timid and weak.
Today it sounded a lot stronger. It sounded like
the kind of speech John McCain has been urg-
ing you to give, saying that “those who stand up
for justice are always on the right side of histo-
ry,” referring to an “iron fist” in Iran—“de-
plore,” “appalled,” “outraged.” Were you influ-
enced at all by John McCain and Lindsey Gra-
ham accusing you of being timid and weak?

The President. What do you think? [Laugh-
ter] Look, the—I think John McCain has genu-
ine passion about many of these international
issues, and I think that all of us share a belief
that we want justice to prevail. But only I’m the
President of the United States, and I’ve got re-
sponsibilities in making certain that we are con-
tinually advancing our national security inter-
ests and that we are not used as a tool to be ex-
ploited by other countries.
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I mean, you guys must have seen the re-
ports. They’ve got some of the comments that
I’ve made being mistranslated in Iran, suggest-
ing that I’m telling rioters to go out and riot
some more. There are reports suggesting that
the CIA is behind all this, all of which are pa-
tently false. But it gives you a sense of the nar-
rative that the Iranian Government would love
to play into. So the Members of Congress,
they’ve got their constitutional duties, and I’m
sure they will carry them out in the way that
they think is appropriate. I’m President of the
United States, and I’ll carry out my duties as I
think are appropriate. All right?

Q. By speaking so strongly today, aren’t you
giving the leadership in Iran the fodder to
make those arguments that it is about the
United States?

The President. You know, the truth—look, I
mean, I think that we can parse this as much as
we want. I think if you look at the statements
that I’ve made, they’ve been very consistent. I
just made a statement on Saturday in which
we said we deplored the violence. And so I
think that in the hothouse of Washington,
there may be all kinds of stuff going back and
forth, in terms of Republican critics versus the
administration. That’s not what is relevant to
the Iranian people. What’s relevant to them
right now is, are they going to have their voices
heard?

And frankly, a lot of them aren’t paying a lot
of attention to what’s being said on Capitol
Hill and probably aren’t spending a lot of time
thinking about what’s being said here. They’re
trying to figure out how can they make sure
justice is served in Iran.

Q. So there’s no news in your statement to-
day?

The President. Chuck Todd [NBC News].

Situation in Iran

Q. Mr. President, I want to follow up on
Iran. You have avoided twice spelling out con-
sequences. You’ve hinted that there would be,
from the international community, if they con-
tinue to violate—you said violate these norms.
You seem to hint that there are human rights
violations taking place.

The President. I’m not hinting. I think that
when a young woman gets shot on the street
when she gets out of her car, that’s a problem.

Q. Then why won’t you spell out the conse-
quences that the Iranian——

The President. Because I think, Chuck, that
we don’t know yet how this thing is going to
play out. I know everybody here is on a 24-
hour news cycle; I’m not. Okay?

Q. But shouldn’t—I mean, shouldn’t the
world and Iran——

The President. Chuck, I answered——
Q. ——but shouldn’t the Iranian regime

know that there are consequences?
The President. I answered the question,

Chuck, which is that we don’t yet know how
this is going to play out. Okay?

Jake Tapper [ABC News].

Health Care Reform/Medical Insurance Pro-
viders

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Before I ask
my question, I’m wondering if you could actu-
ally answer David’s. Is the public plan nonne-
gotiable?

The President. Well, that’s your question.
[Laughter] 

Q. Well, you didn’t answer——
The President. You think you’re going

to—are you the ombudsman for the White
House press corps? [Laughter] What’s
your—is that your question? [Laughter] 

Q. Well, then I have a two-part question.
[Laughter]

Q. Go for it, Jake.
Q. Is the public plan nonnegotiable? And

while I appreciate your Spock-like language
about the logic of the health care plan, the
public plan, it does seem logical to a lot of peo-
ple that if the Government is offering a cheap-
er health care plan, then lots of employers will
want to have their employees covered by that
cheaper plan, which will not have to be for
profit, unlike private plans, and may possibly
benefit from some Government subsidies, who
knows. And then their employees would be
signed up for this public plan, which would vi-
olate what you’re promising the American
people, that they will not have to change
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health care plans if they like the plan they have.
So——

The President. I got you. You’re pitching; I’m
catching.

Q. Okay.
The President. I got the question. First of all,

was the reference to Spock—is that a crack on
my ears? [Laughter] All right, I just want to
make sure. No?

Q. I would never make fun of your ears, sir.
[Laughter] 

The President. In answer to David’s question,
which you co-opted, we are still early in this
process, so we have not drawn lines in the sand
other than that reform has to control costs and
that it has to provide relief to people who don’t
have health insurance or are underinsured.
Those are the broad parameters that we’ve dis-
cussed.

There are a whole host of other issues where,
ultimately, I may have a strong opinion, and I
will express those to Members of Congress as
this is shaping up. It’s too early to say that.
Right now I will say that our position is that a
public plan makes sense.

Now, let me go to the broader question you
made about the public plan. As I said before, I
think that there is a legitimate concern if the
public plan was simply eating off the taxpayer
trough that it would be hard for private insurers
to compete. If, on the other hand, the public
plan is structured in such a way where they’ve
got to collect premiums and they’ve got to pro-
vide good services, then if what the insurance
companies are saying is true, that they’re doing
their best to serve their customers, that they’re
in the business of keeping people well and giv-
ing them security when they get sick, they
should be able to compete.

Now, if it turns out that the public plan, for
example, is able to reduce administrative costs
significantly, then you know what? I’d like in-
surance companies to take note and say, hey, if
the public plan can do that, why can’t we? And
that’s good for everybody in the system. And I
don’t think there should be any objection to
that. 

Now, by the way, I should point out that part
of the reform that we’ve suggested is that if you
want to be a private insurer as part of the ex-

change, as part of this marketplace, this menu
of options that people can choose from, we’re
going to have some different rules for all insur-
ance companies, one of them being that you
can’t preclude people from getting health insur-
ance because of a preexisting condition; you
can’t cherry-pick and just take the healthiest
people. 

So there are going to be some ground rules
that are going to apply to all insurance compa-
nies, because I think the American people un-
derstand that too often, insurance companies
have been spending more time thinking about
how to take premiums and then avoid providing
people coverage than they have been thinking
about how can we make sure that insurance is
there, health care is there when families need
it.

But I’m confident that if—I take those advo-
cates of the free market to heart when they say
that the free market is innovative and is going to
compete on service and is going to compete on
their ability to deliver good care to families.
And if that’s the case, then this just becomes
one more option. If it’s not the case, then I
think that that’s something that the American
people should know.

Q. What about—I’m sorry, but what about
keeping your promise to the American people
that they won’t have to change plans even if em-
ployers——

The President. Well, hold on. I mean, when I
say if you have your plan and you like it and
your doctor has a plan, or you have a doctor and
you like your doctor that you don’t have to
change plans, what I’m saying is, the Govern-
ment is not going to make you change plans un-
der health reform.

Now, are there going to be employers right
now—assuming we don’t do anything—let’s say
that we take the advice of some folks who are
out there and say, “Oh, this is not the time to do
health care. We can’t afford it. It’s too compli-
cated. Let’s take our time,” et cetera. So let’s as-
sume that nothing happened. I can guarantee
you that there’s the possibility for a whole lot of
Americans out there that they’re not going to
end up having the same health care they have,
because what’s going to happen is, as costs keep
on going up, employers are going to start
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making decisions: We’ve got to raise premi-
ums on our employees; in some cases, we can’t
provide health insurance at all.

And so there are going to be a whole set of
changes out there. That’s exactly why health
reform is so important. Okay.

Margaret [Margaret Talev], from Mc-
Clatchy. Where’s Margaret? There you are.

Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Con-
trol Act of 2009

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. As a former
smoker, I understand the frustration and the
fear that comes with quitting. But with the
new law that you signed yesterday regulating
the tobacco industry, I’d like to ask you a few
questions. How many cigarettes a day——

The President. A few questions? [Laughter] 
Q. Well, how many cigarettes a day do you

now smoke? Do you smoke alone or in the
presence of other people? And do you believe
the new law would help you to quit? If so,
why?

The President. Well, the—first of all, the
new law that was put in place is not about me;
it’s about the next generation of kids coming
up. So I think it’s fair, Margaret, to just say
that you just think it’s neat to ask me about my
smoking, as opposed to it being relevant to my
new law. [Laughter] But that’s fine. 

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. I understand. It’s an interest-

ing human interest story.
Look, I’ve said before that, as a former

smoker, I constantly struggle with it. Have I
fallen off the wagon sometimes? Yes. Am I a
daily smoker, a constant smoker? No. I don’t
do it in front of my kids; I don’t do it in front of
my family. And I would say that I am 95 per-
cent cured, but there are times
where—[laughter]—there are times where I
mess up. And, I mean, I’ve said this before. I
get this question about once every month or
so, and I don’t know what to tell you, other
than the fact that, like folks who go to AA,
once you’ve gone down this path, then it’s
something you continually struggle with,
which is precisely why the legislation we
signed was so important. Because what we

don’t want is kids going down that path in the
first place. Okay? 

Macarena Vidal [EFE News]. Yes.

Chile-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, you’re meeting today with
Chilean President Michelle Bachelet. You’re
meeting next week with Alvaro Uribe from
Colombia. Two months ago in Trinidad, at the
Summit of the Americas, you said that—you
called on Latin American countries to help
you with deeds, not words, particularly to-
wards less democratic countries. Have you no-
ticed any particular progress in these 2
months, and can you give us examples if so?

The President. Well, first of all, I’m very
much looking forward to seeing President
Bachelet. I think she’s one of the finest leaders
in Latin America, a very capable person. If you
look at how Chile has handled the recession,
they’ve handled it very well, in part because
the surpluses that they got when copper prices
were very high they set aside. And so they had
a—the resources to deal with the downturn.
It’s a good lesson for the United States. When
we had surpluses, they got dissipated. 

We think that there’s enormous possibilities
of making progress in Latin America generally.
One of the things that I’ll be talking about with
President Bachelet is the coordination and co-
operation between the United State and Chile
on clean energy. We’ll have an announcement
when we do our press conference after my bi-
lateral meeting on some important clean ener-
gy partnerships. We’re making important
progress when it comes to exchanges on can-
cer research. We continue to have a robust
trade regime with Chile. So—and by the way,
Chile has actually entered into some very in-
teresting partnerships, not just with the Feder-
al Government but also with State govern-
ments like California. 

So I think the relationship that we have with
Chile—which, by the way, does not fall in line
with U.S. foreign policy on every single is-
sue—but it’s a respectful policy. Chile is an
important partner. I think that’s the model
that we want: partnership. The United States
doesn’t dictate how Chile should view its own
interests, but in fact, we’ve achieved great
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cooperation. And I will be looking at President
Bachelet giving us further advice in terms of
how we can take the kind of relationship we
have with Chile and expand that to our relation-
ships throughout Latin America. Okay?

Latin America-U.S. Relations

Q. But my question is not only about Chile,
but is about Latin American countries giving
you a hand on—against less democratic coun-
tries.

The President. Well, the point is, is that I
think Chile is leading by example. So I’m using
Chile as an example. But the same is true in
Brazil, for example. I mean, President Lula
came in, and he’s got a very different political
orientation than most Americans do. He came
up through the trade union movement. He was
perceived as a strong leftist. It turns out that he
was a very practical person, who although main-
tains relationships across the political spectrum
in Latin America, has instituted all sorts of
smart market reforms that have made Brazil
prosper. 

And so if you take a Bachelet or a Lula, and
the United States has a good working relation-
ship with them, then I think that points the way
for other countries that may be—where the
democratic tradition is not as deeply embedded
as we’d like it to be. And we can make common
cause in showing those countries that, in fact,
democracy, respect for property rights, respect
for market-based economies, rule of law—that
all those things can in fact lead to greater pros-
perity, that that’s not just a U.S. agenda, but
that’s a smart way to increase the prosperity of
your own people. Okay.

Hans Nichols [Bloomberg News]. Hans.

National Economy/Unemployment Rate/Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009/
Domestic Agenda

Q. Yes. Thank you, Mr. President. If I can
just return to the economy more generally,
when you were selling the economic stimulus
package, you talked and your advisers and econ-
omists talked about keeping unemployment be-
low 8 percent. And yet last week, you acknowl-

edged that unemployment is likely to reach
double digits, being 10 percent. 

The President. Right.
Q. Do you think you need a second stimulus

package?
The President. Well, not yet, because I think

it’s important to see how the economy evolves
and how effective the first stimulus is. I think
it’s fair to say that—keep in mind the stimulus
package was the first thing we did, and we did it
a couple of weeks after Inauguration. At that
point, nobody understood what the depths of
this recession were going to look like. If you re-
call, it was only significantly later that we sud-
denly get a report that the economy had tanked.

And so it’s not surprising then that we missed
the mark in terms of our estimates of where un-
employment would go. I think it’s pretty clear
now that unemployment will end up going over
10 percent, if you just look at the pattern, be-
cause of the fact that even after employers and
businesses start investing again and start hiring
again, typically it takes a while for that employ-
ment number to catch up with economic recov-
ery. And we’re still not at actual recovery yet. So
I anticipate that this is going to be a difficult
year, a difficult period.

Q. What’s the high watermark, then, for un-
employment? Eleven percent?

The President. Well, I’m not suggesting that I
have a crystal ball. Since you just threw back at
us our last prognosis, let’s not engage in another
one.

Q. Does that mean you won’t be making pre-
dictions ever? [Laughter] 

The President. But what I am saying is that
here are some things I know for certain. In the
absence of the stimulus, I think our recession
would be much worse. It would have de-
clined—without the Recovery Act, we know for
a fact that States, for example, would have laid
off a lot more teachers, a lot more police offi-
cers, a lot more firefighters—every single one
of those individuals whose jobs were saved. As a
consequence, they are still making their mort-
gage payments, they are still shopping. So we
know that the Recovery Act has had an impact.

Now, what we also know is this was the worst
recession since the Great Depression, and peo-
ple are going through a very tough time right
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now. And I don’t expect them to be satisfied. I
mean, one thing that—as I sometimes glance
at the various news outlets represented here, I
know that they’re sometimes reporting of, oh,
the administration is worried about this, or
their poll numbers are going down there, or
this—look, the American people have a right
to feel like this is a tough time right now.
What’s incredible to me is how resilient the
American people have been and how they are
still more optimistic than the facts alone would
justify, because this is a tough, tough period. 

And I don’t feel satisfied with the progress
that we’ve made. We’ve got to get our Recov-
ery Act money out faster. We’ve got to make
sure that the programs that we’ve put in place
are working the way they’re supposed to. I
think, for example, our mortgage program has
actually helped to modify mortgages for a lot
of people, but it hasn’t been keeping pace with
all the foreclosures that are taking place. I get
letters every day from people who say, “You
know, I appreciate that you put out this mort-
gage program, but the bank is still not letting
me modify my mortgage, and I’m about to lose
my home.” And then I’ve got to call my staff
and team and find out why isn’t it working for
these folks, and can we adjust it, can we tweak
it, can we make it more aggressive.

This is a very, very difficult process. And
what I’ve got to do is to make sure that we’re
focused both on the short term, how can we
provide families immediate relief and jump-
start the economy as quickly as possible. And
I’ve got to keep my eye on the long term, and
the long term is making sure that by reforming
our health care system, by passing serious en-
ergy legislation that makes us a clean energy
economy, by revamping our education system,
by finally getting the financial regulatory re-
forms in place that are necessary for the 21st
century—by doing all those things, we’ve got a
foundation for long-term economic growth,
and we don’t end up having to juice up the
economy artificially through the kinds of bub-
ble strategies that helped to get us in the situa-
tion that we’re in today. Okay?

I’ve got time for two more questions. April
[April Ryan, American Urban Ra-
dio]—where’s April?

National Economy/Unemployment Rate/Edu-
cation Programs

Q. Right here. [Laughter] How are you do-
ing?

The President. There you are. How are you?
Q. I’m fine. Back on the economy, Mr.

President, people are criticizing this road to
recovery plan. Specifically, there were reports
in the Washington Post that say that the Afri-
can America unemployment rate will go to 20
percent by the end of this year. And then you
had your Chairman of Economic Advisers say
the target intervention may come next year if
nothing changes. Why not target intervention
now to stop the bloodletting in the black un-
employment rate?

The President. Well, look, the—first of all,
we know that when—the African American
unemployment rate, the Latino unemploy-
ment rate, are consistently higher than the na-
tional average. And so if the economy as a
whole is doing poorly, then you know that the
African American community is going to be
doing poorly, and they’re going to be hit even
harder. And the best thing that I can do for the
African American community or the Latino
community or the Asian community, whatever
community, is to get the economy as a whole
moving. If I don’t—hold on one second; let me
answer the question—if I don’t do that, then
I’m not going to be able to help anybody. So
that’s priority number one.

It is true that in certain inner-city communi-
ties, the unemployment rate is—was already
sky high even before this recession. The lad-
ders available for people to enter into the job
market are even worse. And so we are interest-
ed in looking at proven programs that help
people on a pathway to jobs.

There was a reason why right before Fa-
ther’s Day I went to a program here locally in
Washington called Year Up, which has a prov-
en track record of taking young, mostly minor-
ity people, some of whom have graduated
from high school, some maybe who’ve just got-
ten their GED, and trained them on comput-
ers and provide them other technical skills, but
also train them on how to carry themselves in
an office, how to write an e-mail—some of the
884



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / June 23
social skills that will allow them to be more em-
ployable. They’ve got a terrific placement rate
after this 1-year program. If there are ways that
we can potentially duplicate some of those pro-
grams, then we’re going to do so. 

So part of what we want to do is to find tools
that will give people more opportunity. But the
most important thing I can do is to lift the econ-
omy overall, and that’s what my strategy is fo-
cused on.

Q. But what about the criticism that this isn’t
targeted enough?

The President. All right, last question. Su-
zanne [Suzanne Malveaux, Cable News Net-
work].

Situation in Iran

Q. Thank you. Back to Iran, putting a human
face on this—over the weekend, we saw a
shocking video of this woman, Neda, who had
been shot in the chest——

The President. Right. I mentioned her al-
ready.

Q. ——and bled to death. Have you seen this
video? 

The President. I have.
Q. What is your reaction?
The President. It’s heartbreaking. It’s heart-

breaking, and I think that anybody who sees it
knows that there’s something fundamentally
unjust about that.

Q. We also have people on the ground who
have been seeing that the streets are quieter
now and that is because they feel that they’re
paralyzed by fear, fear of people gone missing,
fear of violence, that perhaps this is a move-
ment that’s gone underground or perhaps is dy-
ing. Do you have any concern over that?

The President. Yes. I have concern about how
peaceful demonstrators and people who want
their votes counted may be stifled from express-

ing those concerns. I think, as I said before,
there are certain international norms of free-
dom of speech, freedom of expression——

Q. Then why won’t you allow the photos
from the guards?

The President. Hold on a second, Helen
[Helen Thomas, Hearst Newspapers]. That’s a
different question. [Laughter] And I think it’s
important for us to make sure that we let the
Iranian people know that we are watching
what’s happening, that they are not alone in this
process. Ultimately, though, what’s going to be
most important is what happens in Iran. And
we’ve all been struck by the courage of people.
And I mentioned this, I think, in a statement
that I made a couple of days ago. Some of you
who had been covering my campaigns know this
is one of my favorite expressions, was Dr. King’s
expression that “the arc of the moral universe is
long, but it bends towards justice.” We have to
believe that ultimately justice will prevail.

Q. May I ask a question about Afghanistan?
No questions about Iraq or Afghanistan, sir? 

The President. All right. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 12:30 p.m. in the James S. Brady Press Brief-
ing Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Neda Agha-Soltan, an Iranian cit-
izen who was fatally shot on June 20 in Tehran,
Iran, during a Presidential election protest
demonstration; cancer patient Laura Klitzka,
her husband Pete, and their children Taylor and
Logan; President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of
Chile; and President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
of Brazil. Reporters referred to President
Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; President Alva-
ro Uribe Velez of Colombia; and Christina D.
Romer, Chair, Council of Economic Advisers.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
Persian and Arabic language transcripts of the
President’s opening remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of Chile
and an Exchange With Reporters
June 23, 2009

President Obama. Well, I want to thank Pres-
ident Bachelet for taking the time to visit with
me today. We had a chance to get to know each

other at the Summit of the Americas, and we’ve
spoken on the phone repeatedly. I find her one
of the most compelling leaders that we have,
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not just in the hemisphere but around the
world. And I congratulate her and her entire
team for managing the Chilean economy and
the political process in Chile in such a excel-
lent fashion, and I think she’s doing an out-
standing job.

Obviously, the friendship between the Unit-
ed States and Chile is strong. We have very
strong commercial ties, in part because of the
free trade agreement that exists between Chile
and the United States. One of the things that
we’ve discussed here is how we can continually
deepen that relationship. So we are announc-
ing cooperative projects on clean energy.
There is enormous interest both in the United
States and in Chile in how we can develop so-
lar power and wind power and biofuels and a
whole host of other clean energy strategies
that will make the people of both countries
more prosperous and less dependent on im-
ported energy needs. So we are going to be
starting a cooperative project in Chile on this
issue.

In addition, we think that there is tremen-
dous possibilities for cooperation on science
and technology and—so a specific project that
we’ve discussed is a cancer research center
that can help us make progress on that deadly
disease.

More broadly, I look to President Bachelet
for good advice and good counsel in terms of
how the United States can continue to build a
strong relationship with all of Latin America.
And I think the good progress that we began
to make at the Summit of the Americas can be
built on with some very concrete steps in the
months and years to come. We consider Chile
to be one of our most important partners in
that process. And so I expect that in the
months to come we’ll be working very closely
together.

The last point I would make is—and I men-
tioned this, actually, at my press conference
with the White House correspondents—I
think Chile is to be congratulated on having
managed their economy and their fiscal sur-
pluses during good times in such a way that
they are now—have now been able to manage
the bad times in a good way. And I think that
it’s an example for all of us that good fiscal pol-

icy, good economic policy, ultimately, allows
for prosperity through good times and bad
times.

And I think that as we move forward in
some of the global discussions around how to
respond to the deep recession that the world is
going through, that we look to countries like
Chile to underscore the fact that no matter
how big or small the country is, good econom-
ic policies can help grow the economy
throughout the world.

So we’re very grateful to you for your visit,
we’re glad that you’re going to be here for a
couple of days, and I look forward to returning
the favor by visiting Chile sometime soon.

President Bachelet. Thank you very much,
President Obama. As you say, we have had a
wonderful conversation and it is because we
feel that we are so close to the way President
Obama’s administration is understanding the
world, its challenges, and how to build rela-
tions with—[inaudible]—with the countries of
Latin America.

Of course, he is an idol in our country. I
mean, everybody was so enthusiastic about
this meeting. And so—and that is because of
real reasons, because we understand that the
way you are developing your leadership is one
who inspire us and makes us feel very comfort-
able and very confident too.

And we have congratulated President
Obama because of all its foreign policy, all of
its efforts to not only nationally but also inter-
nationally have a good response to the eco-
nomic crisis. We have been exchanging point
of view on how we can also be part of the solu-
tion in the Latin American region to cope
with—to respond to this economic crisis, how
to assure that the countries of Latin America
can have the capitals—the flows of capital that
they need in order to recover the economy,
and be able to tackle challenges like poverty,
like health problems, and educational prob-
lems, and so on.

And of course, he already mentioned that
we have been signing today, earlier today, this
cooperation and a memoranda through ener-
gy, and we are really enthusiastic about clean
energy as we share the idea that the crisis
should be responded—also trying to tackle
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with climate change issues. And green—clean
energy will be a very important, I would say, a
support in this direction. Chile has great condi-
tions for solar energy and some others, so we
are really enthusiastic about these common ef-
forts.

We will continue, also, with other initiatives
like Chile-California plan, like equal opportuni-
ties plan where lots of Chileans have come into
United States to make master degrees, post-
graduate studies to help with Chile’s develop-
ment. And also, Chile is willing to be a very
good partner of the United States in this coop-
eration within the region so we can have a clos-
er relation with the United States and all the
Latin American countries.

And, well, we’re also are working on health in
cancer, but also, we have been working with the
people—with the CDC regarding the human
flu, and I think it will be very important also for
the United States, because when—in autumn,
there will be another—probably another wave
of human flu. Whatever is learned from Chile,
we have good, good diagnostic capacities, good
registration capacity, will be upheld for future
treatments here in the United States, for vac-
cine use and so on.

President Obama. And since the President is
a doctor, you can take her word for it. That’s
very helpful.

All right, guys. Thank you, guys. Thank you
very much.

Q. Just two questions, Mr. President——
White House Press Office Assistant Benjamin

N. Finkenbinder. Thank you, guys. This
way——

President Obama. All right. You know what?
Actually, Ben, I’m going to make an exception. 

Q. From the Chilean press, please?
The President. We’ll get one question from

the Chilean press. How’s that?

Chile-U.S. Relations/U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. Wonderful. 
The President. Go ahead.
Q. Mr. President, yes, I’d like to ask you, I re-

alize that your agenda is moving forward. But,
inevitably, I’d like to ask you, President Bache-
let, in a previous trip to United States, made
echo of an old joke: “There’s never been a coup

d’etat in the United States, because there’s no
American embassy.” The point being that al-
most——

President Bachelet. That was a joke from an
American guy. [Laughter] I just said it was a
good joke.

President Obama. Yes, it is. [Laughter] 
Q. The point being that almost no Latin

American nation has been free from
CIA—bloody CIA intervention, Chile being a
prime example, President Bachelet being one
of its victims. Is it time for a historical apology?

President Obama. Well, look, I think you an-
swered your own question right at the begin-
ning, which is, I’m interested in going forward,
not looking backward. I think that the United
States has been an enormous force for good in
the world. I think there have been times where
we’ve made mistakes. But I think that what is
important is looking at what our policies are to-
day and what my administration intends to do in
cooperating with the region.

And I was very clear in Trinidad and Tobago
at the Summit of the Americas that we are in-
terested in a partnership in which we are fo-
cused on, how can we improve the day-to-day
living standards of ordinary people? And that
that focus on human development is one that
transcends boundaries, should transcend ideol-
ogies. I don’t have a litmus test in terms of, you
know, whether a government is center-right,
center-left, this or that. My approach is, if the
United States is working together with a coun-
try to promote the well-being, the health, the
education, the economic opportunities of peo-
ple in both countries, then we’re going to have a
good relationship. And I’m confident that we
are moving in that direction, and I think that
Chile is going to be an excellent partner in that
process.

As President Bachelet mentioned—you
know, I think this—the flu situation is a good
example of what the 21st century is going to
look like. There are no borders on the flu. This
is not an American problem or a Mexican prob-
lem or a Chilean problem; this is a world prob-
lem. And given that the flu season is happening
now in the Southern Hemisphere, if we get
good information and we’re both assisting coun-
tries in the Southern Hemisphere, but also
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learning from the data that is being generated,
that will then help the people of the United
States. And it’s a good metaphor, I think, for a
whole range of issues, from climate change to
poverty to terrorism, whatever the issue. So
many of these issues now cross borders. We
can’t look at them in isolation, and that, I
think, is going to be the basis for a strong
working relationship in the future.

So thank you.

The President’s Visit to Chile

Q. Last question. There is—there is in Latin
America clearly——

Q. When are you coming to Chile?
President Obama. Sorry, everybody is——
Q. When are you coming to Chile? When

are you——

President Obama. I’m looking forward to
coming soon.

Chilean Press Corps

Q. President Obama, can you take a photo-
graph with the Chilean press, please?

President Obama. A photograph with the
press?

Q. Yes.
Q. Yes.
President Obama. Okay. Why don’t we go

outside?

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:22 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A portion of
these remarks could not be verified because
the audio was incomplete.

Remarks Following a Meeting on Health Care Reform and an Exchange
With Reporters
June 24, 2009

The President. All right. We all set? Well, I
just wanted to thank the Governors that are
represented here today, Governor Rounds,
Gregoire, Douglas, Granholm, and Doyle.
They are representative of the bipartisan
group of Governors that hosted roundtables
around the country on health care after some
initial meetings that I had with the National
Governors Association, in which every single
Governor—Republican or Democrat; small
State, big State—emphasized how important it
was to reform our health care system to con-
trol costs, to assure choice of doctors and plans
for individuals, and to make sure that we are
providing high-quality care.

And all of them represent States that have
done some terrific work, wonderful experi-
ments, have seen successes. But all of these
Governors also expressed to me, and I think
heard from their constituencies, deep con-
cerns about what the future holds. I think
there’s a recognition that when you have pre-
miums doubling three times faster than wages,
when you have businesses seeing 25- or 30-
percent increases in terms of their health care
costs for their employees, when you look at

Medicaid budgets and what that’s forcing Gov-
ernors to do in terms of making choices about
trying to still fund higher education and the
other things that are going to make States
competitive, there’s a recognition that we have
to change the status quo.

And so they’ve reported back to me. There’s
no perfect unanimity across the table in terms
of every single aspect of reform. I think every-
body here wants to make sure that Governors
have flexibility, that they have input into how
legislation is being shaped on the Hill. But
they have done my administration and, I think,
the American people a terrific service in bring-
ing some of these individual stories to us. And
we’re committed to working with them in the
weeks and months to come to make sure that
when we get health reform done, it is in part-
nership with the States where the rubber so
often hits the road.

And one of the advantages they have, as Joe
Biden put it, they’ve planted a mole inside our
administration. [Laughter] Kathleen Sebelius,
very recently a Governor, knows exactly what
all of them are struggling with, and she and
Nancy-Ann are going to be interacting with
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them on a regular basis as we move this agenda
forward.

So I want to thank them publicly. And I look
forward to working with them to get this done
for the American people and for the people of
their respective States in the weeks to come.

Thank you. All right guys.

Health Care Reform

Q. Is there any give in your deadline, Mr.
President?

The President. We need to get it done.
Q. This year?

The President. We need to get it done this
year.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:56 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. M. Michael Rounds
of South Dakota; Gov. Christine O. Gregoire of
Washington; Gov. James H. Douglas of Ver-
mont; Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm of Michigan;
Gov. James E. Doyle of Wisconsin; Secretary of
Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius;
and Nancy-Ann DeParle, Director, White
House Office of Health Reform.

Statement on Signing the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009
June 24, 2009

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who put politics aside and stood up to support a
bill that will provide for the safety of our troops
and the American people. This legislation will
make available the funding necessary to bring
the war in Iraq to a responsible end, defeat ter-

rorist networks in Afghanistan, and further pre-
pare our Nation in the event of a continued out-
break of the H1N1 pandemic flu.

NOTE: H.R. 2346, approved June 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–32.

Message to Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to North Korea
June 24, 2009

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency, declared in
Executive Order 13466 of June 26, 2008, is to
continue in effect beyond June 26, 2009.

The current existence and risk of the prolif-
eration of weapons-usable fissile material on the

Korean Peninsula constitute a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
and maintain certain restrictions with respect to
North Korea and North Korean nationals that
would otherwise have been lifted in Proclama-
tion 8271 of June 26, 2008.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 24, 2009.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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Remarks at ABC’s “Prescription for America” Town Hall Meeting and a
Question-and-Answer Session
June 24, 2009

Charles Gibson. Good evening. Diane and I
are delighted that you could join us this eve-
ning. We are going to be talking about what
will be the number-one subject for public dis-
course all through this summer, and that is
health care reform.

Diane Sawyer. The President has said it’s a
ticking time bomb at the center of the Ameri-
can economy. And so we have gathered 164
people in the East Room of the White House
tonight. They’re from all over the country, all
walks of life, on the frontlines of health care in
America; they are doctors, businessmen, pa-
tients, Republicans, Democrats, indepen-
dents. And we know we can’t cover every
question tonight, but we’re going to get the
conversation started.

Mr. Gibson. They will be questioning the
President, as will we. And we think by the end
of the evening you will have a pretty good
sense of what the parameters of this debate
are, just what’s at stake for each of you and for
the country as a whole, because this will be
discussed, as we said, all through the summer
in the Congress. It will be discussed, I think,
also in your living room. Every family I think
will be debating this.

So with that as preface, we want to thank
the President for giving us his parlor and his
living room tonight to do this broadcast.

The President. Thank you so much, Charlie.
It’s wonderful to see you. 

Mr. Gibson. Mr. President, I think this is
going to be an interesting evening.

The President. Thank you so much, Diane.
Ms. Sawyer. Mr. President, thank you.
The President. Grateful to have you.
Ms. Sawyer. While we head into the East

Room, we’re going to have the audience wait-
ing for us there. Dr. Tim Johnson, who is our
medical editor, is going to give everyone a
sense of some of the key questions. We’re
heading to the East Room.

The President. All right.

[At this point, there was a break in the town
hall meeting.]

G. Tim Johnson. First, access and choice:
The President constantly stresses that if you
like what you have, you can keep it. But he al-
so wants to offer more choice and competition
with a one-stop shopping list of approved pri-
vate insurance plans through a so-called
Health Insurance Exchange. So far, he has al-
so insisted that a public option be one of the
choices. It has sometimes been described as
Medicare-like, meaning the Government
would be involved with the financing, but pa-
tients would be able to choose their own doc-
tors and hospitals.

He says this public option would keep the
pressure on private insurance to hold down
costs. Critics say Government’s advantag-
es—easy funding, huge bargaining pow-
er—would eventually put private insurers out
of business, which could affect your current
coverage.

Second, effective treatment: The President
agrees with experts who say that about a third
of what we now spend on health care is unnec-
essary. He says we reward doctors and hospi-
tals the wrong way, paying for simply doing
more tests and procedures, rather than paying
for good outcomes. And he stresses that pri-
mary care—readily available family doctors,
physician assistants, and nurse practitio-
ners—is essential in promoting prevention,
making sure we get screening tests and life-
style advice, and coordination, orchestrating
the care of specialists and home care for
chronic diseases.

Critics say that if third-party Government
experts set the rules for what is covered and
paid for, patients and doctors will have less of
a voice and choice.

And finally, cost control: The President in-
sists that increasing coverage without control-
ling costs is a formula for economic disaster.
That would be a tough job, given that esti-
mates for reform now run between one and
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two trillion dollars over 10 years. Besides sav-
ings from the reform of Medicare and Medic-
aid, he has advocated new tax revenue by limit-
ing deductions for charitable giving, but he has
not yet agreed to taxing any insurance benefits
from employers as income.

Critics say his plan spends too much and the
Government just does not have the money. So,
Diane and Charlie, three huge challenges, a for-
mula for heartburn, which, by the way, is some-
thing we doctors can fix. [Laughter]

Mr. Gibson. Dr. Tim Johnson there, outlin-
ing some of the parameters of the debate. And
we’re going to try to loosely organize things. We
have this—we’re calling this “Prescription of
America,” but basically, this is: How does this
affect me? How does it affect all of you at the
doctor’s office? Should there be a public option,
public Government insurance in all of this? And
what is the cost of all of this? Can we afford it?

And as we mentioned, 164 people here from
all walks of life, Mr. President. Before we start,
I’m curious, I want to get a show of hand. How
many of you—whether you agree with the Pres-
ident’s approach or not—how many of you
agree that we need to change the health care
system in America? And is there anybody here
who believes the system should be left un-
changed? Interesting. But there is a lot of dis-
agreement, because the devil is in the details, as
we all know.

The President. No, let’s stop now. Let’s go.
We’re ready to—[laughter].

Mr. Gibson. So as we say, all of this is: How
does this affect me? And we want to get to your
questions, and I want to start with Dr. Orrin
Devinsky. Is he here? Dr. Devinsky.

Quality Health Care

Q. Yes, in the past, politicians who have
sought to reform health care have tried to limit
costs by reducing tests, access to specialists. But
they’ve not been good at taking their own medi-
cine. When they or their family members get
sick, they often get extremely expensive evalua-
tions and expert care. If a national health plan
was approved and your family participat-
ed—and, President Obama, if your wife or your
daughter became seriously ill, and things were
not going well, and the plan physicians told you

they were doing everything that reasonably
could be done, and you sought out opinions
from some medical leaders in major centers,
and they said there’s another option that you
should pursue, but it was not covered in the
plan, would you potentially sacrifice the health
of your family for the greater good of insuring
millions, or would you do everything you possi-
bly could as a father and husband to get the best
health care and outcome for your family?

The President. Well, first of all, doctor, I
think it’s a terrific question, and it’s something
that touches us all personally, especially when
you start talking about end-of-life care. As some
of you know, my grandmother recently passed
away, which was a very painful thing for me.
She’s somebody who helped raise me. But she’s
somebody who contracted what was diagnosed
as terminal cancer; there was unanimity about
that. They expected that she’d have 6 to 9
months to life. She fell and broke her hip. And
then the question was, does she get hip replace-
ment surgery, even though she was fragile
enough that they weren’t sure how long she
would last, whether she could get through the
surgery?

I think families all across America are going
through decisions like that all the time. And
you’re absolutely right that if it’s my family
member, if it’s my wife, if it’s my children, if it’s
my grandmother, I always want them to get the
very best care.

But here’s the problem that we have in our
current health care system, is that there is a
whole bunch of care that’s being provided that
every study, every bit of evidence that we have,
indicates may not be making us healthier.

Mr. Gibson. But you don’t know what that
test is.

The President. Well, oftentimes we do,
though. There are going to be situations where
there are going to be disagreements
around—among experts. But oftentimes we do
know what makes sense and what doesn’t. And
this is just one aspect of what is a broader issue.

And if I could just pull back just for a second,
understand that the status quo is untenable,
which is why you saw—even though we’ve got
Republicans, Democrats, independents, peo-
ple from all parts of the health care sector
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represented here, everybody understands we
can’t keep doing what we’re doing. It is bank-
rupting families. I get letters every single day
from people who’ve worked hard and don’t
have health insurance. It is bankrupting busi-
nesses who are frustrated that they can’t pro-
vide the same kind of insurance that they used
to provide to their employees. And it’s bank-
rupting our government at the State and Fed-
eral levels.

So we know things are going to have to
change. One aspect of it the doctor identified
is, can we come up with ways that don’t pre-
vent people from getting the care they need,
but also make sure that—because of all kinds
of skewed incentives, we are getting a lot of
quantity of care, but we’re not getting the kind
of quality that we need.

Overtreatment

Ms. Sawyer. I want to ask about this, Mr.
President, because you said to me when we
talked yesterday that you think if everyone has
the right information, that doctors will make
the right decisions, patients will make the right
decisions, and you just said we think we do
know what is overtreatment or not. Dr. John
Corboy, from Colorado, do we always know?
And what if a patient comes to you and says,
“No, I want that extra CAT scan. I think I need
that extra CAT scan,” and you’re at the risk of
being sued, among other things? What are you
going to do?

Q. Well, I think you still have to provide the
appropriate care, and I think we all know that
there is a significant amount of care that actu-
ally is inappropriate and unnecessary. And the
question then is, for you, Mr. President, is
what can you convince—what can you do to
convince the American public that there actu-
ally are limits to what we can pay for with our
American health care system? And if there are
going to be limits, who is going to design the
system, and who is going to enforce the rules
for a system like that?

The President. Well, you’re asking the right
question. And let me say, first of all, this is not
an easy problem. If it was easy, it would have
been solved a long time ago, because we’ve
been talking about this for decades. Since Har-

ry Truman, we’ve been talking about how do
we provide care that is high quality, gives peo-
ple choices, and how can we come up with a
uniquely American plan, because one of the
ideological debates that I think has prevented
us from making progress is some people say
this is socialized medicine; others say we need
a completely free market system. We need to
come up with something that is uniquely
American.

Now, what I’ve said is that if we are smart,
we should be able to design a system in which
people still have choices of doctors and choic-
es of plans, that makes sure that the necessary
treatment is provided but we don’t have a
huge amount of waste in the system, that we
are providing adequate coverage for all peo-
ple, and that we are driving down costs over
the long term.

If we don’t drive down costs, then we’re not
going to be able to achieve all those other
things. And I think that on the issue that’s al-
ready been raised by the two doctors, the issue
of evidence-based care, I have great confi-
dence that doctors are going to always want to
do the right thing for their patients if they’ve
got good information and if their payment in-
centives are not such that it actually costs them
money to provide the appropriate care.

And right now what we have is a situation.
Because doctors are paid fee-for-service and
there are all sorts of rules governing how they
operate, as a consequence, oftentimes it is
harder for them, more expensive for them to
do what is appropriate. And we should change
those incentive structures.

Well-Managed Health Care Systems

Mr. Gibson. And people, I think, under-
stand that you want to get away from quantity
for quantity’s sake, because that’s the way the
doctor makes more money, and get to quality.
But the question is, how do you do that? How
do you get to the point and still assure peo-
ple—as both of the doctors have asked—that
their cousins, their nephews, their husbands,
their wives are going to get everything that is
necessary?

The President. Well, let’s take an example.
And I—they may be represented here, I
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wasn’t sure. But the Mayo Clinic, everybody has
heard of it; it’s got some of the best quality care
in the world; people fly from all over the world
to Rochester, Minnesota, in order to get out-
standing care. It turns out that Mayo Clinic of-
tentimes provides care that is as much as one-
third less expensive than the average that’s pro-
vided or in—or some other health care systems
that aren’t doing as good of a job.

Now, why is that? Well, part of it is that they
have set up teams that work together so that if
you go first to your primary care physician and
they order a test, you don’t then have to dupli-
cate having two more tests with other specialists
because they were in the room when you first
met with that primary care physician. They
know how to manage chronic diseases in an ef-
fective way, so that we have people who are get-
ting regular checkups, if they’re trying to man-
age diabetes, as opposed to us paying for a
$30,000 foot amputation because we didn’t
manage the disease properly.

So they are doing all kinds of smart things
that we could easily duplicate across the system,
but we don’t. And our job in this summer and
this fall—and which I think everybody under-
stands we’ve got to move in a different direc-
tion—is to identify the best ways to achieve the
best possible care in a way that controls costs
and is affordable for the American economy
long term.

Government Involvement in Health Care

Ms. Sawyer. Mr. President, you mentioned
Mayo Clinic—and I’m going to cross as I talk
here, if you don’t mind—but I’ve been reading
a lot of the e-mail questions that we’ve been
getting online. They’ve been saying the Mayo
Clinic is exactly the point; they’re doing it. 

The President. Right.
Ms. Sawyer. Private industry is doing it. Pri-

vate hospitals are doing it. The Safeway Compa-
ny is taking action. Why get the Government in-
volved in something that is being done already
in the private sector and with the right initiative
and impetus could be done in the private sector
without Government involvement?

The President. Well, you just said with the
“right initiative,” and unfortunately, that initia-
tive hasn’t been forthcoming. And as a conse-

quence, what’s happening is—see, here’s what
happening to ordinary families—because I
know one of those boxes was, “How does this af-
fect you?”

The average family has seen their premiums
double in the last 9 years. Costs for families are
going up three times faster than wages. So if
you’re happy with your health care right
now—and many people are happy with their
health care right now—the problem is, 10 years
from now, you’re not going to be happy because
it’s going to cost twice as much or three times as
much as it does right now. Out-of-pocket ex-
penses have gone up 62 percent. Businesses in-
creasingly are having to cut back on health care
or—and if you talk to ordinary workers, they’re
seeing this all the time—employers, even if they
don’t want to, are having to pass on costs to oth-
ers.

So unfortunately, whatever it is that we’re
doing right now isn’t working, Diane. What we
see is great examples of outstanding care, busi-
nesses that are working with their employees on
prevention, but it’s not spreading through the
system. And unfortunately, Government,
whether you like it or not, is going to already be
involved. We pay for Medicare; we pay for
Medicaid. There are a whole host of rules, both
at the State and Federal level, governing how
health care is administered.

And so the key is for us to try to figure out
how do we take that involvement not to com-
pletely replace what we have but to build on
what works and stop doing what doesn’t work.
And I think that we can do that through a seri-
ous health care reform initiative.

Mr. Gibson. But you say we have to figure
out how to do that. Don’t we have to do that
first, “figure out,” so people have a good sense
that my medical care is going to be sufficient for
me? That’s what people are afraid of, that
they’re not going to get——

The President. Well, absolutely, people are
afraid of it. People are concerned. They know
that they’re living with the devil, but the devil
they know, they think, may be better than the
devil they don’t. And that’s understandable.
Look, every time we’ve made progress in this
country on health care, there has been a vigor-
ous debate. Senior citizens love Medicare now,
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but there was a big debate about whether we
could set up Medicare. Children’s Health In-
surance Program, which provides millions of
children health care across this country, that
was a big debate.

So there’s—these things are always going to
be tough politically. Let me tell you, though,
that we actually do know, in a lot of instances,
what works and what doesn’t. What’s lacking is
not knowledge. We’ve been debating this stuff
for decades. What’s lacking is political will.
And that’s what I’m hoping the American peo-
ple provide, because genuine change generally
does not come from Washington. Whether we
like it or not, it comes from the American peo-
ple saying, it’s time for us to move forward.
And I think this is that moment.

Primary Care Providers

Ms. Sawyer. And when we come back, Mr.
President, from the break, we’re going to be
talking more about the centerpiece of this in
many ways, primary care doctors and provid-
ers, and I’m going to turn to Hershaw Davis
here, who’s a nursing student and also an
emergency tech at Johns Hopkins. Stand up, if
you will. Because how bad is the shortage out
there?

Q. It’s bad, sir. Currently our patient load is
increasing due to patients not having access ei-
ther to insurance or primary care. And I want
to ask, what’s the administration going to do to
place primary care providers—physician and
nurse practitioners—back in the community
so the ER is not America’s source of primary
care?

Mr. Gibson. All right, let’s leave that ques-
tion on the table.

Ms. Sawyer. On the table.
Mr. Gibson. We’ll give you a second to think

about the answer, and we’ll take a commercial
break. Be right back.

[There was a break in the town hall meeting.]

Mr. Gibson. Mr. President, before we went
to break, Hershaw Davis raised what is an ele-
mental question, which is, any kind of new sys-
tem needs to be built around primary care and
not all the specialists with all the tests, but pri-

mary care physicians who can then farm you
out, in effect. So how do we reorient the sys-
tem very quickly to get better primary care
and more primary care?

The President. Well, first of all, we need
more people like Hershaw who are going to
school and committed to the kind of primary
care that’s going to be critical to us bringing
down costs and improving quality. We’re not
going to be able to do it overnight. Obviously,
training physicians, training nurse practitio-
ners, that takes years of work. But what we can
do immediately is start changing some of the
incentives around what it takes to become a
family physician.

Right now if you want to go into medicine,
it is much more lucrative for you to go into a
specialty. Now, we want terrific specialists,
and one of the great things about the Ameri-
can medical system is we have wonderful spe-
cialists and they do extraordinary work. But,
increasingly, medical students are having to
make decisions based on the fact that they’re
coming out with $200,000 worth of loans. And
if they become a primary care physician, of-
tentimes they are going to make substantially
less money, and it’s going to be much harder
for them to repay their loans.

So what we’ve done in the Recovery Act, we
started by seeing if we could provide addition-
al incentives for people who wanted to go into
primary care; some loan forgiveness programs,
I think, are going to be very important. But
what we’re also going to have to do is start
looking at Medicare reimbursements, Medic-
aid reimbursements, working with doctors,
working with nurses to figure out how can we
incentivize quality of care, a team approach to
care, that will help raise and elevate the profile
of family care physicians and nurses as op-
posed to just the specialists who are typically
going to make more money if they’re getting
paid fee-for-service.

Cost of Medical School

Mr. Gibson. Is Mary Vigil in the room?
Mary Vigil. There you are. You’re a medical
student, right, coming out? And how much
debt will you—can we get a microphone to
Mary? How much debt will you have?
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Q. I’ll be in about $300,000 in medical edu-
cation debt.

The President. That’s serious money.
Mr. Gibson. And you would like to go into

primary care?
Q. Definitely. That was my primary motiva-

tion in going into medical school.
Mr. Gibson. But you will—know you will be

remunerated at a lesser level than a specialist.
Q. Yes. 
The President. Right. And so one of the

things that we’ve got to figure out is how to
change that calculation. Now, you may still go
into primary care, and I hope you do. But I
don’t want to make it tougher for you; I want to
make it easier for you. And one of the things
that I’d like to explore—and I’ve been working
with the administration and with Congress
is—are their loan forgiveness programs where
people commit to a certain number of years of
primary care. That reduces the costs for their
medical education. That would make a signifi-
cant difference.

Increasing the Number of Doctors and Nurses

Mr. Gibson. But let me ask a basic question,
which may sound silly and naive. But we’ve got
46 million people who are uninsured in this
country.

The President. Right. 
Mr. Gibson. And one of your goals, one of

the goals of health care reform is to get those 46
million people insured. 

The President. Right.
Mr. Gibson. We only have X number of doc-

tors in the country. If you add 46 million people
to the insurance rolls—you can’t get an appoint-
ment now, Mr. President—how are you going
to get an appointment then, when there’s 46
more million people competing for that doctor’s
time?

The President. Well, this is going to be a sig-
nificant issue. First of all, I think it’s important
that whatever we do, we’re going to phase it in;
it’s not going to happen overnight.

If we provide the right incentives I think
we’re going to start seeing more young people
say that going into medicine is a satisfying, ful-
filling profession, especially if we can eliminate
some of the paperwork and bureaucracy that

they have to deal with right now. And I don’t—I
have a lot of friends who are doctors, and they
complain to me all the time about the adminis-
trative and business sides of the practice, when
they actually got into medicine because they
wanted to heal people.

But I also think that one of the big potential
areas where we can make progress is what Her-
shaw talked about, and that is, how can we get
nurses involved in more effective ways? If you
look at what’s happening in some States, like
Massachusetts, where they tried to create a uni-
versal system—and they haven’t quite gotten
there yet—they have had a problem with an
overload of patients.

But one of the areas where we can potentially
see some savings is a lot of those patients are
being seen in the emergency room anyway, and
if we are increasing prevention, if we are in-
creasing wellness programs, we’re reducing the
amount of emergency room care; then that
frees up doctors and resources to provide the
kind of primary care that will keep people
healthier, but also allow them to see more pa-
tients and, hopefully, give more time to patients
as well.

Individual Health Care Decisions

Ms. Sawyer. I want to turn to someone who
thinks we should follow up on what we were
talking about a while back, namely about in
some way reducing the vicious cycle of lots of
tests, lots of treatment, what’s necessary, what
isn’t necessary, and saying that somebody has
got to enforce this; it’s not going to happen if
somebody doesn’t. And by the way, he is James
Rohack, from Texas, and he is president of the
AMA, the American Medical Association.

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, clearly, when
you spoke to us last week, you said that we en-
tered the medical profession not to be bean-
counters, not to be paper-pushers, but to be
healers. And we totally agree. How are you go-
ing to assure the American public that medical
decisions will still be between the patient and
the physician, and not some bureaucracy that
will make decisions on cost and not really what
the patient needs?

Mr. Gibson. Once again, we’ll leave that
question on the table. 
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The President. All right.
Mr. Gibson. You answer it when we come

back from commercial break. “Prescription for
America” will continue.

[There was a break in the town hall meeting.]

Mr. Gibson. So, Mr. President, you remem-
ber the question?

The President. I do.
Well, first of all, I want to thank the Ameri-

can Medical Association. I did appear before
them just last week in Chicago, my hometown,
and had a terrific exchange of ideas, and we’re
continuing to work with all stakeholders, doc-
tors, nurses, insurers, you—and obviously, pa-
tients. You name it, folks out there are inter-
ested in seeing this happen.

The most important thing I can say, James,
on this issue is, if you are happy with your plan
and you are happy with your doctor, then we
don’t want you to have to change. In fact, if we
don’t do anything, if there’s inaction, I think
that’s where the great danger that you lose
your health care exists, because of the cost
problems that I already talked about.

So what we’re saying is, if you are happy
with your plan and your doctor, you stick with
it. If you don’t have insurance, if it’s too much
for you to afford, if your employer doesn’t pro-
vide it or you’re self-employed, then we will
have what’s called an exchange, but you can al-
so think of it as a marketplace, where essen-
tially people can compare and look at what op-
tions are out there. They’ll have a host of dif-
ferent health care plans available, each with
their own physicians network, and you will be
able to sign up for the plan that works for you.

We will help people who don’t have insur-
ance get insurance. Doctors are not going to
be working for the Government. They’re still
going to be working for themselves. They’re
still going to be focused on patient care. And
in terms of how doctors are reimbursed, it’s
going to be the same system that we have now,
except we can start making some changes so
that, for example, we’re rewarding quality of
outcomes rather than the number of proce-
dures that are done.

And this is true not just for doctors, it’s also
true for hospitals. One of the things that we

could say to hospitals is reduce your readmis-
sion rate, which is also often a sign that health
outcomes have not been so good. And it turns
out that hospitals, when they’re incentivized,
actually can find ways to do it that every study
shows does not have adverse effects on out-
comes.

Mr. Gibson. You keep coming back to that
point about if you like what you have, you can
keep it.

The President. Right.

Health Care for the Elderly

Mr. Gibson. And I will return to that subject
when we get to the issue of the public option
and whether the Government should be in the
insuring business. But one of the things, when
you talk about the kinds of changes that may
occur, the elderly are affected. Medicare will
be affected. Twenty-eight percent—26, 28
percent of money in Medicare is spent in the
last year of life. The elderly are very critically
affected. Just a quick sound bite from a couple
of people to lay out the parameters of the
problem.

[A video was shown.]

Ms. Sawyer. And we have with us a couple
of people who really represents the opposite
ends on this spectrum too. I want to talk, if I
can, to Jane Sturm. Your mother, Hazel Hom-
er——

Q. Yes.
Ms. Sawyer. A hundred years old, and she

wanted——
Q. She’s 105 now, over 105. But at 100, the

doctor had said to her, “I can’t do anything
more unless you have a pacemaker.” I said go
for it; she said go for it. But the arrhythmia
specialist said, “No, it’s too old.” Her doctor
said, “I’m going to make an appointment, be-
cause a picture is worth a thousand words.”
And when the other arrhythmia specialist saw
her, saw her joy of life and so on, he said, “I’m
going forward.” So that was over 5 years ago.
My question to you is, outside the medical cri-
teria for prolonging life for somebody who is
old, elderly, is there any consideration that can
be given for a certain spirit, a certain joy of
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living, a quality of life? Or is it just a medical
cutoff at a certain age?

The President. Well, first of all, I want to
meet your mom. [Laughter] And I want to find
out what she’s eating. [Laughter]

But, look, the first thing for all of us to under-
stand is that we actually have some choices to
make about how we want to deal with our own
end-of-life care. And that’s one of the things, I
think, that we can all promote. And this is not a
big Government program. This is something
that each of us individually can do, is to draft
and sign a living will so that we’re very clear
with our doctors about how we want to ap-
proach the end of life.

I don’t think that we can make judgments
based on people’s spirit. That would be a pretty
subjective decision to be making. I think we
have to have rules that say that we are going to
provide good, quality care for all people.

Mr. Gibson. But the money might not have
been there for her pacemaker or for your
grandmother’s hip replacement.

The President. Well, and that’s absolutely
true. And end-of-life care is one of the most dif-
ficult, sets of decisions that we’re going to have
to make. I don’t want bureaucracies making
those decisions. But understand that those deci-
sions are already being made in one way or an-
other. If they’re not being made under Medi-
care and Medicaid, they’re being made by pri-
vate insurers. We don’t always make those deci-
sions explicitly. We often make those decisions
by just letting people run out of money or mak-
ing the deductibles so high or the out-of-pocket
expenses so onerous that they just can’t afford
the care.

And all we’re suggesting—and we’re not go-
ing to solve every difficult problem in terms of
end-of-life care; a lot of that is going to have to
be we as a culture and as a society starting to
make better decisions within our own families
and for ourselves. But what we can do is make
sure that at least some of the waste that exists in
the system that’s not making anybody’s mom
better, that is loading up on additional tests or
additional drugs that the evidence shows is not
necessarily going to improve care, that at least
we can let doctors know, and your mom know,

that you know what, maybe this isn’t going to
help, maybe you’re better off not having the
surgery, but taking the painkiller.

And those kinds of decisions between doctors
and patients, and making sure that our incen-
tives are not preventing those good decisions
and that the doctors and hospitals all are
aligned for patient care, that’s something we
can achieve. We’re not going to solve every sin-
gle one of these very difficult decisions at end of
life, and, ultimately, that’s going to be between
physicians and patients. But we can make real
progress on this front if we work a little bit
harder.

Ms. Sawyer. Is that a conversation you could
have had with your mom? [Laughter]

Q. What I wanted to say was that the arrhyth-
mia specialist who put the pacemaker in said
that it cost Medicare $30,000 at the time. She
had been in the hospital two or three times a
month before that, so let’s say 20, 30 times be-
ing in the hospital, maybe going to rehab. The
cost was so much more, and that’s what would
have happened had she not had the pacemaker.

The President. Well, and that’s a good exam-
ple of where if we’ve got experts who are look-
ing at this, and they are advising doctors across
the board that the pacemaker may, ultimately,
save money, then we potentially could have
done that faster. I mean, this can cut both ways.

The point is we want to use science; we want
doctors and medical experts to be making deci-
sions that all too often right now are driven by
skewed policies, by outdated means of reim-
bursement, or by insurance companies. And ev-
erybody’s families, I think, have experienced
this in one way or another. That’s some-
thing—that’s the reason we need reform right
now.

Mr. Gibson. We’re going to take one more
commercial break, Mr. President. When we
come back, we’re going to get into the issue of
whether or not in a reform measure there
should be Government insurance for people,
because a lot of people are very uncomfortable
with that idea. “Prescription for America” con-
tinues.

[There was a break in the town hall meeting.]
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Public Health Care Plan/Government Involve-
ment in Health Care

Mr. Gibson. As I probably could have antic-
ipated, this is running a little longer than we
thought. The President has been nice enough
to say he would stay during your local news,
and we will continue this discussion during the
“Nightline” half hour.

And so we’re going to get into that public
option and whether there should be the Gov-
ernment insurance as part of all of this. But I
do want to get to cost, because as you know,
the Congressional Budget Office is estimating
that this is going to cost over the next 10 years
1 trillion to $2 trillion. There’s all these esti-
mates. And the question is, can we afford it?
And there’s a lot of people who have that ques-
tion on their minds.

Ms. Sawyer. And bringing in Christopher
Bean from Maryland.

Q. Good evening. It’s a pleasure to be here
and meet you.

The President. Thanks, Christopher.
Q. I do have kind of a two-base question.

I’m going to read it, because I’m very nervous.
[Laughter] In light of this proposed health
care reform and national health care system, I
have many concerns. One of them is the “Big
Brother” fear: How far is Government going to
go in reference to my personal life and health
care treatments? And then secondly, how and
who will pay for the national health care sys-
tem?

The President. Good. Well, look, both are
great questions. We’ve been sort of circling
around your first question, the whole “Big
Brother” fear. What kind of insurance, Chris,
do you have right now? What kind of coverage
do you have?

Q. It’s a BlueCross BlueShield.
The President. It’s a BlueCross BlueShield.

So if you’re happy with your plan, as I said, you
keep it. Now, there are some restrictions we
want to place on insurers. Preexisting condi-
tions is a tool that has prevented a lot of people
from either not being able to get insurance or,
if they lose their job, they can’t find insurance.
We think those policies should end. So there

are going to be some areas where we want to
regulate the insurers a little more.

Now, in exchange, they’re going to have a
bigger customer pool. And so we think that
they may not make as much profit on every
single person that they provide coverage to.
On the other hand, overall, I think they can
still be profitable.

Now, in terms of cost, understand that the
system is already out of whack in terms of costs
as it is. So if we do nothing, costs are going to
keep on going up 6, 7, 8 percent per year, and
government, businesses, and families are all
going to find themselves either losing their
health care or paying a lot more out of pocket.
That’s going to happen if we do nothing.

What I’ve said is, let’s change the system so
that our overall cost curve starts going down
by investing in a range of things: prevention,
health IT, et cetera. We will have some up-
front costs, and the estimates, as Charlie has
said, have been anywhere from a trillion to $2
trillion. But what we’ve said is, what my ad-
ministration has said, what I’ve said, is that
whatever it is that we do, we pay for. So it
doesn’t add to our deficit.

Now, we’ve put forward some specific ways
of paying for the health reform that we talked
about. About two-thirds of the cost would be
covered by reallocating dollars that are already
in the health care system; taxpayers are already
paying for it, but it’s not going to stuff that’s
making you healthier.

So a good example of that: We spend $177
billion over 10 years on providing subsidies to
insurers. And if we can take that money and
use it to help train young doctors for primary
care, to provide more coverage, to improve
prevention and wellness, that’s a good way of
spending money that we’re already spending.

About a third of the costs will come from
new revenue. And so what I’ve proposed is, is
that we cap the itemized deductions that the
top 2 or 3 percent get—people making over
250 a year, me and Charlie—so that our
item—so that we’re itemizing our deductions
at the same level as most middle class families
are. With that additional money, we would
have paid for all the health care that I’m pro-
posing.
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So there’s a way of paying for this that
doesn’t add to the deficits. And the last point I’ll
make—it’s a big question; I was trying to be
quick, because Charlie is looking at his
watch—[laughter]—the last point is, all this
money that I just talked about, those are hard
dollars. We know they are, and so we know that
this would not add to the deficit.

It doesn’t count all the savings that may come
from prevention, may come from eliminating all
the paperwork and bureaucracy because we’ve
put forward health IT; it doesn’t come from the
evidence-based care and changes in reimburse-
ment that I’ve already discussed about. And the
reason is, is because the Congressional Budget
Office, the CBO, which sort of polices what all
various programs cost, they’re not willing to
credit us with those savings. They say, that may
be nice, that may save a lot of money, but we
can’t be certain.

So we expect that not only are we going to be
able to pay for health care reform in a deficit-
neutral way, but that it’s also going to achieve
big savings across the system, including in the
private sector, where the Congressional Budget
Office never gives us any credit. But if hospitals
and doctors are starting to operate in a smarter
way, that’s going to help you, even if you’re not
involved in a Government system. That’s how
we can end up achieving costs. But it requires
all of us making some upfront investments, and
I think we can find a bipartisan way to do that.

Ms. Sawyer. Mr. President, we’re going to
take a break, come back with a lot more ques-
tions about whether the Government should be
involved in all of this, who is going to be cov-
ered, and how. We’ll be back.

[There was a break in the town hall meeting.]

Paying for Health Care Reform

Ms. Sawyer. ——question from Dr. Gail
Wilensky, who ran Medicare in the Bush ad-
ministration. Your question?

Q. I want to go back to how we pay for the
expansions. Estimates, as you indicated, proba-
bly $1½  trillion to cover everyone. You men-
tioned savings on Medicare and Medicaid, five
to six hundred billion from the numbers you’ve
provided, another 300 billion from additional

revenue. That leaves about 300 to 600 billion
more. What do we do in ways that CBO will
count so that we can actually get everybody cov-
ered?

Mr. Gibson. And run that down in about 30
seconds. [Laughter]

The President. Well, look, that’s the chal-
lenge. And obviously, there’s a vigorous debate
taking place. There are a whole host of ideas,
some that cut across parties. There are people
who think that we should tax benefits—health
care benefits at a certain level, cap the deduc-
tion. There are others who proposed a sur-
charge on high-income individuals. There are
other cuts that may be obtained that, ultimately,
we could find scorable.

Here’s my general point, because I know that
we’re starting to wrap up: This is not an easy
problem, and it’s especially not an easy problem
when the economy is going through a difficult
phase. We’ve taken a body blow to the econo-
my, and families were oftentimes hurting even
before then.

But the one thing I’m absolutely confident
about is that whenever this country has met a
significant challenge to our long-term well-be-
ing, that we, ultimately, rise up and meet it.
And this is one of those moments where the
stars are aligned. We’ve got insurers who are in-
terested, doctors who are interested, nurses, pa-
tients. AARP is here, and they’ve seen some of
the potential benefits. We’re actually going to
be filling the doughnut hole; drug companies
have said that they’d be willing to reduce the
costs for seniors for prescription drugs as part of
health care reform.

But we have to have the courage and the will-
ingness to cooperate and compromise in order
to make this happen. And if we do, it’s not going
to be a completely smooth ride. There are going
to be times over the next several months where
we think health care is dead, it’s not going to
happen. But if we keep our eye on the prize,
and that we recognize that America has always
been up to these big challenges, and we can’t
afford not to act, then I’m absolutely convinced
that we can get it done this time.

Mr. Gibson. So that concludes our prime-
time special, “Prescription for America,” but
your local news is coming up next. And we hope
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you’ll stay with us; the President is going to
stay with us, our audience stays with us, and
we will have more questions for him about
health care reform during the “Nightline” half-
hour.

[There was a break in the town hall meeting.]

Public Health Care Plan/Government Involve-
ment in Health Care

Mr. Gibson. And we welcome you to this
special edition of “Nightline.” Just to tell you
where we are, we’re in the East Room of the
White House with the President and 164 invit-
ed guests here who represent all different per-
spectives on the subject of health care reform.
And we have questions for the President—call
this “Prescription for America.” We had an
hour there on prime time earlier before your
local news, but the President is going to stay
with us, and we have more questions, and
there are some critical things that we did not
get to in that hour. Most critically of all, in
talking about health care reform, there’s the
very controversial subject of whether there
needs to be a public option, whether there
needs to be Government-run insurance as one
of the options to get more people insured and
for the general nature of health care reform.

Your critics on the Republican side of the
Senate Finance Committee wrote you a letter
and said, “At a time when major Government
programs like Medicare and Medicaid are al-
ready on a path to fiscal insolvency, creating a
brand new program will not only worsen our
long-term financial outlook, but also negative-
ly impact American families who enjoy private
coverage for their insurance.” What do you say
to them?

The President. They’re wrong. [Laughter]
And so let’s just explain, as clearly as possible,
what we’re talking about. What we want to do,
as I said before, was set up a health care ex-
change, or a marketplace, essentially giving
the American people the same kind of options
that Members of Congress do or Federal em-
ployees do. You—there is a range of options
that are available. Private insurers will partici-
pate. You will be able to do some one-stop
shopping and compare all the different plans,

what kind of benefits they provide, what are
the deductibles, figure out what’s best for you.

Now, what we’ve said is, as one option
among multiple options should be a public op-
tion, where we set up a insurer that isn’t prof-
it-driven, that can keep administrative costs
low, and that can serve as competition to the
private insurers. Now, what—the argument
that’s been made has been that somehow the
public option will crowd out private insurers.

Mr. Gibson. It’s not a level playing field.
The President. And that’s the argument,

that it’s not a level playing field. And what
we’ve said is, it wouldn’t be a level playing
field if the Government can just print money
and subsidize that public plan so that premi-
ums are a lot lower than costs and doctors are
getting reimbursed a lot lower than they do in
the private sector. Well, that’s true. It also
wouldn’t be a very good plan. 

But what we’ve said is that we can set up a
public option in which they’re collecting pre-
miums just like any private insurer, that doc-
tors are reimbursed at a fair rate, but because
administrative costs are lower, we are able to
keep private insurers honest in terms of the
growth of costs of premiums and deductibles
and so forth.

Now, you’ll always hear folks say that the
free market can do it better; Government can’t
run anything. And what I say is, well, if that’s
the case, nobody is going to choose the public
option. So the private insurers, who I think are
very confident that they’re providing a good
service and a good product to their customers,
should feel confident that they can compete
with just one other option.

A lot of the objection to the public option
idea is not practical; it’s ideological. People
don’t like the idea of Government being in-
volved. But keep in mind that the two areas
where Government is involved—are involved
in health care—Medicare and the VA—actual-
ly, there’s pretty high satisfaction among the
people who participate.

Private Insurance Plans

Mr. Gibson. Well, Diane is here with the
head of a major insurance company.
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Ms. Sawyer. If I could, I’m going to bring in
Ron Williams from Aetna, CEO of Aetna. And
if I can reverse the order a little bit, Mr. Presi-
dent, I’d like to ask a question of him, and then
let you come in on his answer.

The President. Absolutely.
Ms. Sawyer. Mr. Williams, Aetna, to take

one—an insurance company—we hear all over
the country, people see their premiums going
up 119 percent in the last several years; they see
the profits of the insurance companies in the
billions and billions of dollars. Even in a lean
year, they see profits in the billions of dollars. Is
the President right that you need to be kept
honest?

Q. Well, I would first say, I would commend
the President for the commitment he’s made to
really try to get and keep everyone covered.
And I think, as a health insurance company,
we’re committed to that. 

In the context of the question that you ask, I
think that it’s difficult to compete against a play-
er who is also the person who is refereeing the
game. And so I think in the context of thinking
about a Government plan, what we say is, let’s
identify the problem we’re trying to solve; let’s
work collaboratively with physicians, hospitals,
and other health care professionals and make
certain that we solve the problem, as opposed to
introduce a new competitor who has the rule-
making ability that Government would have.

Ms. Sawyer. Mr. President? 
The President. Well, I think that—first of all,

I want to say that Mr. Walters [Williams]* has
been very cooperative. We’ve been having a se-
ries of conversations, and I appreciate the con-
structive manner in which we’ve been trying to
work together. But I just want to make clear
that the Government, whatever rules it provides
to insurers, a public plan would have to abide by
those same rules. So we’re not talking about an
unlevel playing—unequal playing field; we’re
talking about a level playing field.

I also want to point out that one of the incen-
tives for private insurers to get involved in this
process is that potentially they’re going to have
a whole bunch of new customers, paying cus-
tomers. And if we are, as part of health care re-

form, going to go forward in providing addition-
al coverage to people who either don’t have
health insurance or who are underinsured—and
that’s a lot of working people, I just want to be
clear. These are people who are working every
day and are still finding themselves having a
great deal of trouble and oftentimes collecting
huge amounts of debt. If we’re going to give all
these new customers to the insurance industry,
one of the things that we should say is, in re-
turn, that we change some of our practices and
at least have some competition so that, for ex-
ample, you can’t eliminate people for preexist-
ing conditions; you can’t cherry-pick just the
healthiest folks. And a public option is one tool
by which we can do this. 

And I think that the insurance companies will
still thrive. They’ve got terrific leadership. Aet-
na is a well-managed company, and I’m confi-
dent that your shareholders are going to do
well.

Private Insurance Plans vs. Public Health Plan

Mr. Gibson. Mr. President, there is a lot of
doubts about this as to whether it’s a level play-
ing field. The Lewin Group studied this.
There’s 177 million people in this country with
private insurance through their employers. That
group estimates, with Government insurance,
that employers will go to that because it will be
cheaper, and they estimate—the head of the
Lewin Group, I believe, is here, Mr.
Shiels—they estimated that two-thirds of peo-
ple would go to the private—would go to the
public insurance option. Let me get you a mi-
crophone. Can we get him a microphone,
please? Thank you.

Q. Well, we looked at several different op-
tions. You could design it in several different
ways. There was a particular scenario that peo-
ple looked at, and that’s what got all the atten-
tion. It’s one where the premiums would be, for
a family, for example, would be as much as
$2,500 a year less than in the private market.
The reason for it is that they paid under—they
used the Medicare payment reimbursement

 * White House correction.
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methodology. And they pay physicians a lot
less, hospitals a lot less. 

So the premium came out to as much as
$2,500 a family lower in that particular scenar-
io. That’s pretty attractive. We estimate that
70 percent of anybody with private insurance
would make the shift to the public plan.

Mr. Gibson. Which would be millions of
people going over to public insurance. You
keep saying, if you have what you like, you can
keep it. But if your employer goes over to the
Government program, maybe you can’t keep
what you have.

The President. Well, first of all, I think it’s
important to understand, and I think the
Lewin Group acknowledges this, that there
are a whole series of ways that we could design
this. One of the things that we’ve said is that if
you are eligible for your employer plan, then
you can’t just go into the public plan. You can’t
decide that you’re already having a pretty good
deal in insurance and you’re just going to
dump that—what’s called a firewall. 

The other thing we’re doing is we’re saying
to employers, to provide them a disincentive
for just dumping people out of existing plans,
is there’s going to be a “pay or play” provision.
If you’re not providing health insurance to
your employees and you’re a large employer,
you’re going to have to kick in a certain
amount of money, because it’s not fair for tax-
payers to have to cover your employees,
whether it’s through a public plan or through
uncompensated care, essentially sending peo-
ple to the emergency room, which, by the way,
adds to all of our premiums collectively about
a thousand bucks a year.

So we would—I think there are some legiti-
mate questions in terms of how the public op-
tion is designed. One thing I have to say,
though, is it’s not an entirely bad thing if—as
long as they’re reimbursing doctors in a ade-
quate way, and so not being oppressive on
health care providers, and as long as there are
not a whole bunch of taxpayer subsidies going
into a public plan. If the public plan can do it
cheaper and provides good quality care, that’s
the competition that we talked about. I don’t
think you’re going to get a lot of complaints
from people if this—the deal is a better deal.

If it’s not a better deal, then people aren’t go-
ing to choose it. But what we think is, is that
we can set up a system in which you are ex-
panding choices for individuals as opposed to
constricting them.

Mr. Gibson. All right. We’ll take a commer-
cial break. “Nightline” will continue. Stay with
us. More questions for the President.

[There was a break in the town hall meeting.]

Medicare and Medicaid

Mr. Gibson. And we’re back. Our special
edition of “Nightline” continues. 

Mr. President, on this issue of cost of this
entire thing, a lot of people are concerned that
it’s going to be so expensive, their taxes are go-
ing to go up. And we have a question on that
very subject. Is David Hattenfield here? 

Ms. Sawyer. Yes. 
Mr. Gibson. David, where are you? Stand

up.
Ms. Sawyer. Right here.
Q. Yes, I guess, the—first of all, I’d like to

just say it is good to be here this evening.
The President. Thank you, David.
Q. With the cost of health care, I’m pretty

satisfied with my own plan. It’s not everything
that it should be or could be, but I am con-
cerned that—of the Government taking over
health care, and, you know, Social Security
isn’t doing real well, at least that’s what we’re
being told, and how can we know that the
Government is going to be able to handle the
cost of health care? Isn’t that going to tax me?
Isn’t it going to be taxing my benefits? Those
kind of things.

The President. Right. Well, look, I think it’s
a very legitimate question. I guess I—the first
point I’d make is, if we don’t do anything, costs
are going to go out of control. Nobody dis-
putes this. Medicare and Medicaid are the sin-
gle biggest drivers of the Federal deficit and
the Federal debt by a huge margin. And at the
pace at which they’re going up, if we don’t do
some of the things that we’ve talked about to-
night—changing how we pay for quality in-
stead of quantity, making sure that we are in-
vesting in prevention, all those game-changers
that I discussed earlier—if we don’t do those
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things, Medicare and Medicaid are going to be
broke, and it will consume all of the Federal
budget. Every program that currently exists un-
der the Federal budget, except defense and en-
titlements, all that would be swept aside by the
cost of health care if we do nothing.

So that’s point number one. Point number
two is that a lot of what we’re talking about is
reallocating existing health care dollars that are
not being spent wisely. And almost everybody
agrees that there is a lot of room for us to im-
prove how we’re spending existing health care
dollars. 

And point number three, there is going to be
a need, initially, for some additional revenue.
And I talked about our suggestion, my adminis-
tration’s suggestion, the best way to do that:
capping itemized deductions for people making
over $250,000 a year.

But I also believe that if we are doing this
right, and we’re bending the curve on health
care, then you, who keeps a private plan, will
see reductions in your out-of-pocket costs over
time, so that instead of your health care premi-
ums going up three times your wages over the
next decade, it may only go up by the amount
that inflation goes up generally. And that’s real
money in your pocket. That’s real savings that
would offset any potential increases.

By the way, I suspect that Charlie and
I—again, 2, 3 percent of the population—we’re
the ones who would see our taxes go up a little
bit to pay for that initial outlay.

Taxing Health Care Benefits

Mr. Gibson. But let me—on this tax ques-
tion, let me get to this issue of taxing health care
benefits. It isn’t—there is a massive amount of
money that employers pay for health care bene-
fits, and it is not taxed, for me or you or anybody
else in this room. You went after John McCain
when he suggested taxing that money, that we
would have to pay taxes on that.

The President. Right.
Mr. Gibson. Should we pay taxes on that? A

lot of people question whether there’s enough
money to pay for all this. Are you willing to en-
tertain the idea of taxing health care benefits?

The President. Well, I continue to strongly
disagree with John McCain’s plan that he pre-
sented during the campaign, which was to elim-
inate the deduction—let me finish——

Mr. Gibson. But you went after him for sug-
gesting that we tax that money.

The President. I’m about to answer your
question, Charlie.

Mr. Gibson. Okay, good. [Laughter] 
The President. I continue to believe that it

would be the wrong way to go, for us to elimi-
nate the deduction or the exclusion on health
care benefits that essentially taxes current bene-
fits. What’s being discussed in Congress right
now is capping those—that deduction or that
exclusion at a certain level.

I continue to believe that’s not the best way
to do it, because I think that what you would
see—certainly if you eliminated it completely,
essentially employers would stop providing
health insurance, and then we would really have
to have either a public plan or what John Mc-
Cain was proposing, everybody just gets that
money back in wages and then—or tax cred-
its—and you go out and you shop by yourself.
The problem is that the amount of money
you’re getting back is not going to be the same
as the costs of an average insurance plan, espe-
cially if you’re not in a pool.

What’s being—that’s not what’s being dis-
cussed right now in Congress. They’re saying, at
a certain level, whether it’s 13,000 or $17,000 a
year, which is what they consider to be a high-
end or a Cadillac plan, maybe your deduction
would phase out. I continue to believe that the
better way for us to fund this is through the cap-
ping of the itemized deduction.

But I think there are people, in good faith,
who are saying a cap would at least prevent
these Cadillac plans that end up having people
overutilizing the system. That’s a debate that’s
taking place in Congress right now. I’m pushing
my idea. Other folks are pushing their ideas.
There’s going to have to be some compromise
at the end of the day.

Mr. Gibson. All right, Mr. President, we’ll
take another break. “Nightline” continues. Stay
with us.

[There was a break in the town hall meeting.]
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Health Care Systems in Other Countries vs.
U.S. Health Care System

Ms. Sawyer. More quick questions, if we
can here. Charlie, Marisa Milton—skeptical.

Q. A little skeptical on cost, Mr. President.
Other industrialized nations provide coverage
for all of their residents. They have higher
quality care, and they do so spending about
less than half of what we spend on health care
now. So there’s an argument that could be
made that we actually don’t need to spend any
new money to fix the system if we’re willing to
make some tough decisions. Could you com-
ment on that and maybe exploring that as an
approach?

The President. Well, you’re absolutely right
that we spend at least 50 percent more than
any other advanced country, and we don’t
have better outcomes in terms of infant mor-
tality, longevity, all those various measures of
wellness. 

Now, a lot of those other countries employ a
different system than we do. Not all of them,
by the way, use a socialized medicine, as I
think the British National Health Services is
called. Some of them have what would be con-
sidered—almost all of them have what would
be considered a single-payer system in which
the government essentially operates a Medi-
care for all, even though doctors and health
care providers are still separate.

The problem is, is that we have a employer-
based system that has grown up over decades.
For us to completely change our system, root
and branch, would be hugely disruptive and, I
think, would end up resulting in people having
to completely change their doctors, their
health care providers, in a way that I’m not
prepared to go. This is one-sixth of our econo-
my. I think that we can build on what works,
fix what’s broken, and still save substantial
money.

Helping the Uninsured

Ms. Sawyer. Gary Cloutier, who is a body
shop owner.

Q. Yes, body shop owner from Westfield,
Massachusetts. Cloots Auto Body—got to give
myself a plug.

The President. There you go. [Laughter]
Q. Okay. And I don’t have insurance. I’m

one of those 46 million that has none at all.
Under Massachusetts policy, I make too much
money, and I don’t qualify. So I’m on the out-
side looking in. What are you going to do for
people like me so that we don’t fall through
the cracks and we’re able to get insurance like
everybody else?

The President. Well, I think the self-em-
ployed are a huge example. And that’s a grow-
ing part of our population, and that’s a huge
portion of the people who are having a very
difficult time getting health insurance, partly
because if you’re not part of a big pool, you
just can’t get a good deal. It ends up being re-
ally expensive. 

That’s why we want to set up these exchang-
es, because for a person like you who is self-
employed, doesn’t have health insurance, for
you to be part of this exchange, this market-
place, along with millions of others, suddenly
you’ve got a little bit of market clout. Private
insurers are going to want your business, and
that means that you can negotiate for a better
price. If we’ve got a public option in there,
then that’s also an alternative. And one of the
things that we’re going to need to do is to pro-
vide some subsidies for folks who just can’t af-
ford it, even when the option is provided to
them.

That’s where some of the new money is go-
ing to come in, is to make sure that people
who don’t have health insurance are able to
get it without taking on huge amounts of debt.

Mr. Gibson. Dr. Tim Johnson, our medical
editor. We started this with you outlining the
parameters of this. Observation?

Training Health Care Personnel/Health Care
for the Elderly

Dr. Johnson. Observation would be, if
you’re successful in getting rid of some of that
30 percent of unnecessary care, you’re going
to dislocate a lot of people. Now, some of
them are criminals committing fraud, and they
ought to go to jail, but a lot of them are real
people with real jobs. Why not, right now, start
talking about retraining these people for
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primary care jobs: nurse practitioners, physician
assistants? I hear no talk about that.

The President. Well, I think you make a rea-
sonable point that if you’re going to change this
health care system over time, then, to be very
specific, the amount of person power that goes
into billing, administration, all the things that
we hate about the health care system—even
though those are wonderful people who are do-
ing great work—they’re over time, hopefully,
going to be moving into the actually providing
care side of the health care industry, as opposed
to the bean-counting side of the health care in-
dustry.

Keep in mind, though, that this is—our goal
here is to over time change the system, over
time reduce costs, over time transition those
folks into the health care side of it. We already
mentioned that we still have a nurse shortage
out there. We still have a shortage of people
who are providing primary care. People who are
already in the health care system, I think, natu-
rally would gravitate towards that.

And the last point I would make is we’ve got
an aging population, so we know that health
care is still going to be a growth industry. And
that’s not an entirely bad thing. As societies get
older, we spend a certain larger portion of our
overall income on health care, and that’s okay.
We just don’t want to spend it badly and in a
way that bankrupts the entire economy, and
that’s why we need the changes that I’ve dis-
cussed.

Mr. Gibson. Mr. President, I want to thank
you for joining us this evening, both for the ear-
lier hour and for this half-hour of “Nightline.”
As we mentioned at the beginning, I think this
is a topic that is going to be discussed in every
living room, over every kitchen table—not only

in the Congress, but mostly in the living rooms
and in the kitchens of America. And that proba-
bly is where the decisions overall will be made:
Can we support this? Are we for this? Are we
certain that we’ll have the care we need? And
are we certain that this country can pay for it at
a time when we don’t have a lot of money.

The President. The answers are “yes” to all of
that, and if the American people get behind
this, this is going to happen.

Mr. Gibson. All right, Mr. President, I thank
you for being with us. Thanks very much.

The President. Thank you so much. I’ve en-
joyed it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Diane Sawyer, anchor, ABC’s
“Good Morning America”; Charles Gibson, an-
chor, ABC’s “World News with Charles Gib-
son”; Orrin Devinsky, professor of neurology,
neurosurgery, and psychiatry, New York Uni-
versity Medical School; John Corboy, professor
of neurology, University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center; Christopher D. Bean, material
specialist, Allint Techsystems, Inc.; David Hat-
tenfield, senior pastor, Cornerstone Baptist
Church in Cumberland, MD; and Sen. John
McCain, 2008 Republican Presidential candi-
date. Mr. Gibson referred to John Sheils, senior
vice president, The Lewin Group. Ms. Sawyer
referred to Gail R. Wilensky, former Adminis-
trator, Health Care Financing Administration;
and Marisa L. Milton, vice president for health
care policy and government relations, HR Poli-
cy Association. The transcript was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 25. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified
because the audio was incomplete.

Remarks at a United We Serve Event
June 25, 2009

Hello, everybody. Thank you. Thank you.
Well, first of all, it is great to see all of you here
today. I want to thank all the Members of Con-
gress who are here participating, all the families
and young people who are here. I, obviously,

have to thank my wife, Michelle Obama, who
has spent much of her adult life focused on ser-
vice. You know, she understands that nothing’s
more powerful than when you enlist the skill
and talent and passion of the American people
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on behalf of helping others. And she’s been
doing that all her life, and she’s doing just a
great job as First Lady in making that happen.

I want to thank all the men and women here
at Fort McNair and all those who serve our
country under our proud flag. We’re grateful
to each and every one of you. Those Ameri-
cans in uniform, it’s clear the nature of their
service. I think sometimes what’s forgotten is
when one person in the family serves in our
Armed Forces, that means the entire family is
serving. And it’s very gratifying to see all of you
committed to helping to put together some
backpacks and care packages for military fami-
lies all across the country. This is an issue that
Michelle has taken extraordinary interest in
during the course of our campaign. She would
meet with military families and discover that,
despite all the things that Government may
want to do, there are still a lot of holes and a
lot of gaps that need to be filled in terms of
giving the support to our military families
that’s necessary, and that’s where you come in.

So we’re very proud of them, but we’re very
proud of you. And we always want to remem-
ber that serving our country is not just some-
thing that we should expect our members of
our Armed Forces to do, that’s something that
we should expect all of us as citizens to do. 

On Monday, we launched “United We
Serve,” our summer service initiative. It’s go-
ing to run all the way through our National
Day of Service on September 11th. We want
to ask every American to take some time out
this summer to do something for others. Par-
ents take your kids. They’re going to have fun,
they’re going to be in sports camps, they’re go-
ing to be watching TV and playing video
games—once a week, take them down, wheth-
er it’s to a soup kitchen or to volunteer on a
community project, teach them what it means
to be a real citizen. You’ll find that, actually,
the kids love it, and it’s going to make a lasting
impression on them. And if all of us are doing

that this summer, then we’re going to make
this country stronger. We’re working hard and
Members of Congress are working really hard
right now, to make our Government work for
people, but Government can only do so much.
Ultimately, the strength of America doesn’t
come from Capitol Hill, it doesn’t come from
the White House, it comes from the grass-
roots, and that’s what all of you are about.

So I appreciate you. I hope you guys have
some great fun today. I notice the air condi-
tioning is on in here, which—[laugh-
ter]—sometimes, with some of these service
projects, you got to change shirts at the end of
the day. So enjoy yourselves, and I hope I get a
chance to say thank you personally and shake
some hands before the day is done. All right?
Thank you very much, everybody. 

Oh, one other thing that I wanted to men-
tion—and since we’ve got a lot of press
here—sometimes people want to be involved
in service but don’t know how to get involved
in service.

And so what I want to do is just remind peo-
ple, if you go to serve.gov—serve.gov—that
will give you an entire toolkit for how you can
sign up for service in your communities. So
there’s no excuses. And you can find the ser-
vice project that’s right for you. If you care
about animals, you can find a shelter that helps
with stray animals. If you care about tutoring
kids or you’ve got an education background,
you’ll be able to find something that allows you
to use your particular skills.

So get on serve.gov, and that’s how you’re
going to be identify—going to be able to iden-
tify the service project that’s right for you and
your family. All right? Thank you, everybody.
Have fun. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:14 a.m. at
Fort Lesley J. McNair. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of the First Lady.
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Remarks on Energy Legislation
June 25, 2009

Hey, guys. Good afternoon. Right now the
House of Representatives is moving towards a
vote of historic proportions on a piece of legisla-
tion that will open the door to a new clean ener-
gy economy.

For more than three decades, we’ve talked
about our dependence on foreign oil. And for
more than three decades, we’ve seen that de-
pendence grow. We’ve seen our reliance on fos-
sil fuels jeopardize our national security. We’ve
seen it pollute the air we breathe and endanger
our planet. And most of all, we’ve seen that oth-
er countries realize a critical truth: The nation
that leads in the creation of a clean energy
economy will be the nation that leads the 21st
century global economy.

Now is the time for the United States of
America to realize this as well. Now is the time
for us to lead. The energy bill before the House
will finally create a set of incentives that will
spark a clean energy transformation of our
economy. It will spur the development of low-
carbon sources of energy, everything from
wind, solar, and geothermal power to safe nu-
clear energy and cleaner coal. It will spur new
energy savings like the efficient windows and
other materials that reduce heating costs in the
winter and cooling costs in the summer.

And most importantly, it will make possible
the creation of millions of new jobs. Now make
no mistake, this is a jobs bill. We’re already see-
ing why this is true in the clean energy invest-
ments we’re making through the Recovery Act.
In California, 3,000 people will be employed to
build a new solar plant that will create 1,000
jobs. In Michigan, investments in wind turbines
and wind technology is expected to create over,
2,600 jobs. In Florida, three new solar projects
are expected to employ 1,400 people. The list
goes on and on, but the point is this: This legis-
lation will finally make clean energy the profit-
able kind of energy. That will lead to the cre-
ation of new businesses and entire new indus-
tries. And that will lead to American jobs that
pay well and can’t be outsourced.

I’ve often talked about the need to build a
new foundation for economic growth so that we

don’t return to the endless cycle of bubble and
bust that has led us into this deep recession.
Clean energy and the jobs it creates will be ab-
solutely critical to that new foundation. 

This legislation has also been written careful-
ly to address the concerns that many have ex-
pressed in the past. Instead of increasing the
deficit, it’s paid for by the polluters who cur-
rently emit dangerous carbon emissions. It pro-
vides assistance to businesses and families as
they make the gradual transition to clean energy
technologies. It gives rural communities and
farmers the opportunity to participate in cli-
mate solutions and generate new income. And
above all, it will protect consumers from the
costs of this transition so that in a decade, the
price to the average American will be about the
same as a postage stamp per day.

Because this legislation is so balanced and
sensible, it’s already attracted a remarkable co-
alition of consumer and environmental groups,
labor and business leaders, Democrats and Re-
publicans. Now I urge every Member of Con-
gress, Democrat and Republican, to come to-
gether to support this legislation. I can’t stress
enough the importance of this vote. I know this
is going to be a close vote, in part because of the
misinformation that’s out there that suggests
there’s somehow a contradiction between in-
vesting in clean energy and our economic
growth. But my call to those Members of Con-
gress who are still on the fence, as well as to the
American people, is this: We cannot be afraid of
the future, and we can’t be prisoners of the
past. We’ve been talking about this issue for de-
cades, and now is the time to finally act.

There’s no disagreement over whether our
dependence on foreign oil is endangering our
security; we know it is. There’s no longer a de-
bate about whether carbon pollution is placing
our planet in jeopardy; it’s happening. And
there’s no longer a question about whether the
jobs and the industries of the 21st century will
be centered around clean, renewable energy.
The only question is, which country will create
these jobs and these industries? And I want that
answer to be the United States of America, and
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I believe that the American people and the
men and women they sent to Congress share
that view.

So let’s take this opportunity to come to-
gether and meet our obligations to our constit-

uents, to our children, to God’s creation, and
to future generations. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Members of Congress
June 25, 2009 

Hello, everybody. We have just finished
what I consider to be a very productive meet-
ing on one of the most critical issues that I
think this Nation faces, and that is an immigra-
tion system that is broken and needs fixing.

We have Members of Congress from both
Chambers and from both parties, who have
participated in the meeting and shared a range
of ideas. I think the consensus is that despite
the—our inability to get this passed over the
last several years, the American people still
want to see a solution in which we are tighten-
ing up our borders or cracking down on em-
ployers who are using illegal workers in order
to drive down wages and oftentimes mistreat
those workers. And we need a effective way to
recognize and legalize the status of undocu-
mented workers who are here.

Now, this is—there is not by any means
consensus across the table. As you can see,
we’ve got a pretty diverse spectrum of folks
here. But what I’m encouraged by is that after
all the overheated rhetoric and the occasional
demagoguery on all sides around this issue,
we’ve got a responsible set of leaders sitting
around the table who want to actively get
something done and not put it off until a year,
2 years, 3 years, 5 years from now, but to start
working on this thing right now.

My administration is fully behind an effort
to achieve comprehensive immigration re-
form. I have asked my Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, Secretary Ja-
net Napolitano, to lead up a group that is go-
ing to be working with a leadership group
from both the House and the Senate to start
systematically working through these issues
from the congressional leaders and those with
the relevant jurisdiction. What we’ve heard is
through a process of regular order, they would

like to work through these issues both in the
House and in the Senate.

In the meantime, administratively, there are
a couple of things that our administration has
already begun to do. The FBI has cleared
much of the backlog of immigration back-
ground checks that was really holding up the
legal immigration process. DHS is already in
the process of cracking down on unscrupulous
employers and, in collaboration with the De-
partment of Labor, working to protect those
workers from exploitation.

The Department of Homeland Security has
also been making good progress in speeding
up the processing of citizenship petitions,
which has been far too slow for far too long.
And that, by the way, is an area of great con-
sensus, cuts across Democratic and Republi-
can parties, the notion that we’ve got to make
our legal system of immigration much more
efficient and effective and customer-friendly
than it currently is.

Today I’m pleased to announce a new col-
laboration between my Chief Information Of-
ficer, my Chief Performance Officer, my Chief
Technologies Officer, and the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services Office to make the
agency much more efficient, much more
transparent, much more user-friendly than it
has been in the past.

In the next 90 days, USCIS will launch a
vastly improved web site that will, for the first
time ever, allow applicants to get updates on
their status of their applications via e-mail and
text message and online. And anybody who’s
dealt with families who are trying to deal with,
navigate the immigration system, this is going
to save them huge amounts of time standing in
line, waiting around, making phone calls, be-
ing put on hold. It’s an example of some things
that we can do administratively, even as we’re
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working through difficult issues surrounding
comprehensive immigration. And the idea is
very simple here. We’re going to leverage cut-
ting-edge technology to reduce the unnecessary
paperwork, backlogs, and the lack of transpar-
ency that’s caused so many people so much
heartache.

Now, we all know that comprehensive immi-
gration reform is difficult. We know it’s a sensi-
tive and politically volatile issue. One of the
things that was said around the table is the
American people still don’t have enough confi-
dence that Congress and any administration is
going to get serious about border security. And
so they’re concerned that any immigration re-
form simply will be a short-term legalization of
undocumented workers with no long-term solu-
tion with respect to future flows of illegal immi-
gration.

What’s also been acknowledged is that the 12
million or so undocumented workers are here,
who are not paying taxes in the ways that we’d
like them to be paying taxes, who are living in
the shadows, that that is a group that we have to
deal with in a practical, common-sense way.
Now, I think the American people are ready for
us to do so. But it’s going to require some heavy
lifting. It’s going to require a victory of practi-

cality and common sense and good policymak-
ing over short-term politics. That’s what I’m
committed to doing as President.

I want to especially commend John McCain,
who’s with me here today, because along with
folks like Lindsey Graham, he has already paid
a significant political cost for doing the right
thing. I stand with him; I stand with Nydia
Velazquez and others who have taken leader-
ship on this issue. I am confident that if we en-
ter into this with the notion that this is a nation
of laws that have to be observed and this is a na-
tion of immigrants, then we’re going to create a
stronger nation for our children and our grand-
children.

So thank you all for participating. I’m looking
forward to us getting busy and getting to work.
All right? Thank you. Oh, and by the way, I
hope everybody has got their Hawaiian shirts
and their muumuus for our luau tonight.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to White House Chief In-
formation Officer Vivek Kundra; White House
Chief Performance Officer Jeffrey D. Zients;
and White House Chief Technology Officer
Aneesh Chopra.

Statement on the National Endowment for Democracy’s 2009 Democracy
Award Recipients
June 25, 2009

I would like to take this opportunity to ac-
knowledge and commend the National Endow-
ment for Democracy’s 2009 Democracy Award
recipients Jorge Luis Garcia Perez, Jose Daniel
Ferrer Garcia, Librado Linares, Ivan Hernan-
dez Carrillo, and Iris Tamara Perez Aguilera
and all the brave men and women who are
standing up for the right of the Cuban people to
freely determine their country’s future. Like

too many of their fellow citizens, four of these
individuals have been unjustly jailed for defend-
ing the basic freedoms we all hold dear in the
Americas. It is my sincere hope that all political
prisoners who remain jailed, including three of
today’s award recipients, will be unconditionally
released and allowed to fully participate in a
democratic future in Cuba.

Remarks at the Congressional Luau
June 25, 2009

Aloha. It is wonderful to see you all. I am not
going to make a long speech. I just want to say

to all the Members of Congress, you’ve been
working hard. I wish I could give you all trips to
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Hawaii, but I figured since—given our budget
crunch we can’t do that, that we’d at least
bring Hawaii to you. 

And I want to thank our wonderful enter-
tainers, Tihati. Thank you very much. I want to
thank all the chefs who prepared the outstand-
ing food, especially Alan Wong, a friend from
Hawaii, does a great job. I want to—in case
you don’t know, this is Malia Obama, Sasha
Obama, Michelle Obama, and the star of the
family, Bo Obama.

I hope you guys have a wonderful time. En-
joy. Feel free to just roam around here. And
thank you again, Members of Congress, for
the unbelievable work that you’re doing for
the American people each and every day. I ap-
preciate you. Thank you, guys. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:05 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainers Tihati; and
chef Alan Wong. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Vice President Joe Biden.

Statement on Signing the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009
June 24, 2009

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2346, the
“Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009.”
This Act provides the necessary resources for
our troops while supporting ongoing diplomat-
ic and development efforts around the world. 

We face a security situation abroad that de-
mands urgent attention. The Taliban is resur-
gent and al Qaeda is increasing its attacks from
its safe haven along the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border. The funding provided in this Act will
ensure that the full force of the United States
is engaged in an overall effort to defeat al Qae-
da and uproot this safe haven. 

At the same time, funding contained in this
Act will provide resources to help create polit-
ical and economic stability in post-conflict ar-
eas. These funds will assist Afghans and Iraqis
in protecting and sustaining their infrastruc-
ture and building their capacity for more re-
sponsive and transparent governance. The Act
also provides critical support for continued
U.S. diplomatic and development activity in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 

In addition, this Act includes funding for
other domestic and international issues, in-
cluding nearly $8 billion to enhance our Na-
tion’s capability to respond to the potential
spread of the H1N1 flu outbreak. It also ex-
pands the resources available to the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund (IMF) by allowing it to
boost its lending ability. Many developing
countries are experiencing severe economic
decline and a massive withdrawal of capital,
and the IMF needs to make sure it has the re-
sources necessary to effectively respond to the
current financial crisis. 

However, provisions of this bill within sec-
tions 1110 to 1112 of title XI, and sections
1403 and 1404 of title XIV, would interfere
with my constitutional authority to conduct
foreign relations by directing the Executive to
take certain positions in negotiations or discus-
sions with international organizations and for-
eign governments, or by requiring consulta-
tion with the Congress prior to such negotia-
tions or discussions. I will not treat these pro-
visions as limiting my ability to engage in
foreign diplomacy or negotiations. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 24, 2009.

NOTE: H.R. 2346, approved June 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–32. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on June 26.
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The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany
June 26, 2009

President Obama. Willkommen. It’s my plea-
sure to welcome Chancellor Merkel to the
White House. We had a very productive discus-
sion in the Oval Office, and our meetings will
continue this afternoon.

Chancellor Merkel’s visit is the latest chapter
in the long partnership between our two coun-
tries: the service of our men and women in uni-
form, who stood together through a long cold
war and who serve today in Afghanistan; the in-
novation of our entrepreneurs, who helped to
sustain our economies; and the bonds of friend-
ship and trust between our people, which are
unbreakable.

In recent months, I’ve come to appreciate
these bonds through my partnership with
Chancellor Merkel. We’ve worked closely to-
gether at the G–20 summit in London, the
NATO summit, and the EU-U.S. summit in
Prague. I value her wisdom and her candor, and
I admire very much her leadership and her
pragmatic approach to getting things done. She
and the German people have welcomed me to
Germany twice, during the NATO summit and
again this month in Dresden, and today I’m
pleased to return the hospitality.

Chancellor Merkel shares my belief that no
single nation can meet the challenges of our
time alone. Today we reaffirmed that the Unit-
ed States and Germany, one of our closest allies
and an indispensable partner, will continue to
play a leadership role across the range of chal-
lenges.

We’re building on the bold steps we took at
the G–20 summit by aggressively confronting
the global economic crisis. I underscored our
commitment to strengthening financial regula-
tions, and I welcomed Chancellor Merkel’s
commitment to reform. As we prepare for the
G–8 summit in Italy and look ahead to the G–20
summit in Pittsburgh, we agreed on the need to
avoid protectionism and to embrace concerted,
collective action that creates sustainable growth
and shared prosperity.

I reiterated America’s commitment to stand
with Germany and lead in confronting the ener-

gy and climate change crisis. And let me say,
Chancellor, that I’ve been very impressed by
Germany’s foresight and commitment to clean
energy, which I saw in the many wind turbines
as I traveled over the German landscape. And
it’s my hope that the United States will match
that commitment today when our House of
Representatives votes on a critical energy bill
that will promote a new generation of clean, re-
newable energy in our country.

The Chancellor and I discussed the tragic sit-
uation in Iran. Today we speak with one voice:
The rights of the Iranian people to assemble, to
speak freely, to have their voices heard, those
are universal aspirations. And their bravery in
the face of brutality is a testament to their en-
during pursuit of justice. The violence perpe-
trated against them is outrageous. Despite the
Government’s efforts to keep the world from
bearing witness to that violence, we see it, and
we condemn it. As I’ve said before, the Iranian
people will be the ultimate judge of their Gov-
ernment’s actions. But if the Iranian Govern-
ment desires the respect of the international
community then it must respect the rights and
heed the will of its people.

The Iranian Government also has other re-
sponsibilities. Working with Germany, our oth-
er European partners, as well as Russia and
China, we’re working to prevent Iran from de-
veloping a nuclear weapons capacity and un-
leashing a nuclear arms race in the Middle East.
We will encourage Iran to take a path that re-
spects international norms and leads to greater
security and prosperity for the Iranian people.

We also discussed the broader Middle East
and the need for all parties to redouble their ef-
forts to achieve lasting peace, including two
states, Israel and a Palestinian state, living side
by side in peace and security. And during our
recent visit to Buchenwald, Chancellor Merkel
spoke eloquently of Germany’s everlasting re-
sponsibility to the safety and security of Israel.
Going forward, Germany will remain a critical
partner in our efforts to bring safety and securi-
ty to Israelis, the Arab States, and Palestinians,
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who must reject violence and recognize Isra-
el’s right to exist.

We agreed that confronting violent extrem-
ism and preventing terrorist attacks demands
our continued commitment and a comprehen-
sive strategy in Afghanistan and Pakistan. This
includes dismantling and disrupting, defeating
Al Qaida and its allies. Germany has been a
strong partner in the NATO mission in Af-
ghanistan, and we honor those who serve
there, including American and German sol-
diers who gave their lives there this week.

As I prepare to visit Moscow, Chancellor
Merkel and I reaffirmed our commitment to a
more substantive relationship with Russia,
working with the Russian Government on is-
sues where we agree and honestly confronting
those areas where we disagree. In Moscow, we
will continue to explore ways in which the
United States and Russia can advance our
common interests, including our joint commit-
ment to reducing our nuclear arsenals and
strengthening the global nonproliferation re-
gime. 

Meeting these challenges will be neither
quick nor easy. But I’m reminded of a lesson
from my recent visit to Dresden. Chancellor
Merkel took me to a timeless Baroque church
devastated in the Second World War. For de-
cades it lay in ruin, a symbol of war. But thanks
to the donations of Germans and Americans
and people around the world, it was rebuilt,
and its glory was restored. Today, it stands as a
stunning symbol of what’s possible when coun-
tries and friends work together. And in that
spirit, I want to welcome my friend Chancellor
Merkel.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, thank you very
much, and let me say that we very much like to
remember—and when I say “we,” I mean the
whole of the German people. We have very
fond memories, I should say, of your visit to
Dresden, and also very moving memories of
your visit, Mr. President, to the former con-
centration camp of Buchenwald.

We celebrated on the 23d of May 60-year
anniversary of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, and we’re more than aware of the fact
that Germany would not stand as it stands to-
day had not our American friends and partners

helped us after the end of the Second World
War. But we also know that now, in this 21st
century, challenges cannot be met by just one
nation going it alone. So we need to stand to-
gether, we need to do this together, and in this
spirit, we conducted our talks.

We had a number of issues on our agenda
today. I would like to underline that the Irani-
an people needs to be given the right to peace-
ful demonstrations; that the Iranian people has
the right to have votes recounted and the elec-
tion results substantiated; that the rights of hu-
man beings, of individuals, of citizens are indi-
visible the world over, and also apply, there-
fore, to the Iranian people.

We have to work to it that the Iranian nu-
clear program is stopped, that Iran does not
get possession of a nuclear weapon. In this
context, it is very desirable, of course—that al-
so looms large on our agenda—that the peace
process in the Middle East gains momentum,
that there is progress, visible progress here,
because that too might send out a positive
message to those forces in the Middle East
who are not ready to be peaceful.

Germany and America will work very close-
ly together on this, just as on the questions re-
lated to arms reduction and disarmament. We
would like to wish you, Mr. President Obama,
the best of success during the upcoming visit
to Russia. A partnership with Russia is very
important for Germany, also important for the
European Union. But we have every interest
also in seeing a very good relationship between
the United States of America and Russia. We
need Russia, for example, we need it looking
at the problems we have with Iran, and we
want to forge a common position wherever
possible with Russia, but also with China.
We’ve done that over the years in the format
of the United Nations with the number of res-
olutions that that needs to be continued.

We dealt with the preparation of the G–8
meeting that is upcoming and also the Pitts-
burgh meeting of the G–20. We’re on a good
path here. I think there’s been progress.

You have made very important steps here in
the United States as regards—as to financial
market regulation. We and the European
Union are also working on that. And in the
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summer of this year we can then sort of take
stock and see where these regulations meet and
try to create a level playing field for the rest of
the world. It makes it possible to boost competi-
tion, but that avoids a future crisis of this mag-
nitude.

We are very grateful that we are also able, to-
gether with the United States, to work on prin-
ciples as to how matters are to be taken into the
future after this crisis. But we now have to
emerge, obviously, from this crisis and recovery
of our economies is a great precondition for fur-
ther progress.

We talked about climate. Just as I did this
morning when I was in Congress, I said that this
is indeed a sea change that I see this upcoming
bill that was debated today in the House on cli-
mate. That this really points to the fact that the
United States are very serious on climate. And
this has—it should not be underestimated what
sort of opportunity this brings to us to come to a
good, a sustainable result during the Copenha-
gen conference.

I have been in many, many climate negotia-
tions and debates in my country, in the Europe-
an Union, so I know what’s at stake when you
talk about reduction targets, how tricky that is
when you try to come to certain common
ground; so I wish you every success. I hope that
you will come to a good result when the vote is
taken. I think it’s so important that we are at
one in saying we want a success in Copenhagen.
We need to talk to the emerging countries and
the emerging economies as to their possible
contribution. But the fact that with the United
States we stand where we stand today is an
enormous success, which I would not have
thought possible a year ago, let me be very seri-
ous.

Thank you very much for the gracious hospi-
tality offered to me and for the very extensive
exchange of views that we were having.

President Obama. We’ve got time for a few
questions, so I’m going to start with Jeff Zeleny
of New York Times.

Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. A couple weeks
ago on Iran you suggested that there were few
differences with Mr. Mousavi and President

Ahmadi-nejad. I’m wondering if the ensuing
time since you made those comments have
changed your view on that? And will you apolo-
gize for interfering in Iranian affairs, as Presi-
dent Ahmadi-nejad suggested you should, or
does he need to apologize for saying that you
are, quote, “someone like President Bush?”
[Laughter]

And Chancellor Merkel——
President Obama. Well, Jeff, how many

questions are you getting in here, brother?
[Laughter] I think you got two in, and we want
to make sure we give some other folks a chance.

Well, first of all, what I said originally was
that given the structure of the Iranian Govern-
ment and that power resided ultimately with
Khamenei, the Supreme Leader, and given that
there weren’t at that point significant differenc-
es on the core national security interests that we
initially had talked about diplomatically—i.e.,
nuclear weapons development in Iran, the ex-
portation of terrorist activity—that we could not
automatically assume that there would be a
huge shift on those particular national security
issues depending on who won that election.

I think what’s absolutely clear is over the
course of subsequent days, that Mousavi has
shown to have captured the imagination or the
spirit of forces within Iran that were interested
in opening up, and that he has become a repre-
sentative of many of those people who are on
the streets and who have displayed extraordi-
nary bravery and extraordinary courage.

I continue to believe that, ultimately, it’s up
to the Iranian people to make decisions about
who their leaders are going to be. But as I said
this week, and I’ve said previously, a govern-
ment that treats its own citizens with that kind
of ruthlessness and violence and that cannot
deal with peaceful protestors who are trying to
have their voices heard in a equally peaceful
way, I think, has moved outside of universal
norms, international norms, that are important
to uphold.

And Chancellor Merkel and I share a—share
the belief that what’s happened in Iran is unac-
ceptable when it comes to violence against its
own citizens, and we call on the Iranian Gov-
ernment to uphold those international princi-
ples.
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What was the second part of your question
there, Jeff?

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I was wonder-
ing if you had a response to his call for you to
apologize, or if he should apologize for calling
you someone like Bush.

President Obama. I don’t think—I don’t
take Mr. Ahmadi-nejad’s statements seriously
about apologies, particularly given the fact that
the United States has gone out of its way not to
interfere with the election process in Iran.
And I’m really not concerned about Mr. Ah-
madi-nejad apologizing to me. I would suggest
that Mr. Ahmadi-nejad think carefully about
the obligations he owes to his own people. And
he might want to consider looking at the fami-
lies of those who’ve been beaten or shot or de-
tained. And that’s where I think Mr. Ahmadi-
nejad and others need to answer their ques-
tions.

Relocation of Guantanamo Bay Detainees

Q. Mr. President, did you talk with the
Chancellor about the issue of Guantanamo
and the closure? What do you expect from
Germany? Do you expect that criminals can
come to our country as they can do to Italy, as
Prime Minister Berlusconi promised? 

[At this point, the reporter asked a question in
German, and it was translated as follows.]

Interpreter. Madame Chancellor, could you
make any commitments on this?

President Obama. Well, first of all, I have
discussed in the past with Chancellor Merkel
our interest in closing Guantanamo. I think it
has become a symbol internationally of the
United States straying from some of our core
ideals in our very legitimate pursuit of our na-
tional security and our concerns about interna-
tional terrorism. And we are going to be look-
ing for the help of our friends and our allies as
we execute that process, one that’s going to be
admittedly difficult politically.

And so in the past I’ve spoken not only to
Chancellor Merkel, but other European lead-
ers. We’re pleased that the EU provided a le-
gal framework for how to evaluate the detain-
ees that are in Guantanamo. And we have seen

a positive response from countries across Eu-
rope in the general sense of wanting to help.

And I think the particulars, the specifics of
what particular detainee might be transferred
where, those are still very preliminary discus-
sions. And I think that Chancellor Merkel, she
has an obligation, obviously, to make sure that
Germany’s national security interests come
first in these considerations. We understand
that, and we expect that we will continue to
have constructive negotiations on some of
these issues. But there have been no particular
requests made about X number of detainees
being placed by such and such a date, and
Chancellor Merkel has not made commit-
ments that are specific in that sort. The con-
versations have remained at a fairly general
level at this point.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, we did address
that issue, as it was said. And I made it very
clear that we’re not going to shirk that respon-
sibility. Our Minister of the Interior is respon-
sible for looking into the matter, and I said
that it might be a good idea to continue to
have very close contacts to the Home Secre-
tary here in the United States. These contacts
are already in existence because as we’ve gone
through—the question of what is to happen
with the former detainees of Guantanamo is
one thing; we’re at the beginning of a process.
We’re discussing that.

But let me tell you yet again very clearly, we
are not going to shirk that particular responsi-
bility, but it needs to be brought in line, as the
President says, with the legal situation we have
in Germany. We are showing a constructive
spirit, and we will come to a result. I’m confi-
dent of that.

President Obama. Don Gonyea [National
Public Radio].

Iran/Afghanistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, Madame
Chancellor. A question for each of you. On
Iran, do the events of the past few weeks and
even of the past couple of days indefinitely
stall your ability to have any kind of meaning-
ful dialog with them on the nuclear issue? And
frankly, are you just losing precious time on
that issue?
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And then on Iraq, an upsurge in violence—a
lot of bombings, a lot of deaths—does that give
you any second thoughts on the coming dead-
line to pull the combat troops from the cities?

President Obama. Well, on the Iranian issue,
I think that we are still waiting to see how the
situation in Iran plays out. Obviously, I contin-
ue to be deeply disturbed by reports of violence
that are taking place there. I continue to call on
the Iranian Government to deal with people
who are peacefully protesting, wanting their
voices to be heard, in a way that respects inter-
national principles.

There is no doubt that any direct dialog or di-
plomacy with Iran is going to be affected by the
events of the last several weeks. And we don’t
yet know how any potential dialog will have
been affected until we see what’s happened in-
side of Iran.

I will tell you—and this was the point that I
was making earlier in response to Jeff’s ques-
tion—we have a continuing set of national secu-
rity interests that are going to have to be dealt
with because the clock is ticking. Iran is devel-
oping nuclear capacity at a fairly rapid clip; they
have been doing so for quite some time. Iran’s
possession of nuclear weapons would trigger an
arms race in the Middle East that would be bad
not just for U.S. security, it would be bad for
the security of the entire region, including, by
the way, Iranian security.

And so even as we clearly speak out in a uni-
fied voice in opposition to the violence that’s
taken place in Iran, we have to also be steady in
recognizing that the prospect of Iran with a nu-
clear weapon is a big problem, and that we’ve
got to work in concert with the international
community to try to prevent that from happen-
ing.

So my expectation would be—and we did
discuss this—that you’re going to continue to
see some multilateral discussions with Iran.
There is a structure that exists, the P–5-plus-1
talks that include Russia and China. There are
going to be discussions that continue on the in-
ternational stage around Iranians’—Iran’s nu-
clear program. I think the direct dialog between
the United States and Iran and how that pro-
ceeds, I think we’re going to have to see how

that plays itself out in the days and weeks
ahead.

On Iraq, obviously, any time there’s a bomb-
ing in Iraq we are concerned. Any time there’s
loss of innocent life or the loss of military per-
sonnel, we grieve for their families and it makes
us pay attention. I will tell you, if you look at the
overall trend, despite some of these high-profile
bombings, Iraq’s security situation has contin-
ued to dramatically improve. And when I speak
to General Odierno and Chris Hill, our Ambas-
sador in Iraq, they continue to be, overall, very
positive about the trend lines in Iraq.

I think there’s still some work to do. I think
the Maliki Government is not only going to
have to continue to strengthen its security forc-
es, but it’s also going to have to engage in the
kind of political give-and-take leading up to the
national elections that we’ve been talking about
for quite some time. And I haven’t seen as
much political progress in Iraq, negotiations be-
tween the Sunni, the Shi’a, and the Kurds, as I
would like to see.

So there are always going to be—let me not
say “always”—there will continue to be inci-
dents of violence inside of Iraq for some time.
They are at a much, much lower level than they
were in the past. I think the biggest challenge
right now is going to be less those attacks by
remnants of Al Qaida in Iraq or other insurgent
groups, and the bigger challenge is going to be,
can the Shi’a, the Sunni, and the Kurds resolve
some of these major political issues having to do
with federalism, having to do with boundaries,
having to do with how oil revenues are shared.
If those issues get resolved, then I think you will
see a further normalization of the security at-
mosphere inside of Iraq.

Chancellor Merkel. On Iran, over the past
few weeks, we have seen horrifying scenes,
looking at how, for example, the security forces
there dealt with demonstrators. We will not for-
get this. And let me say that we shall do every-
thing in order to identify the exact number of
victims, who those victims were, how they dealt
with those demonstrators.

In this day and age of the 21st century, Iran
cannot count on the world community turning a
blind eye to this. We are able to see this
through images. My own experience from the
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GDR tells me that it is so important that one
knows when one is in such a situation that peo-
ple somewhere else in the world are knowl-
edgeable of what is happening to you.

And irrespective of that, the question that
Iran must not be allowed to regain the posses-
sion of their weapon is even more important,
without bringing, on the other hand, those in
Iran who would like to have a different system,
bringing them into difficulties. I mean, we
would like to have a diplomatic solution to pre-
venting Iran from gaining possession of a nu-
clear weapon.

So I completely agree with the President
here. We have to bring Russia and China
alongside in order to see to it that this solution
is brought about. The more resolve, the more
determination we show in doing that, the bet-
ter our prospects also for the Middle East
peace process. And I think we can be success-
ful also in the Middle East process, and then
be successful in our talks with Iran.

The President’s Impression of Germany/Envi-
ronment

[A reporter began to ask a question in Ger-
man, but the interpreter could not give a trans-
lation because of a technical problem. The re-
porter then continued in English as follows.]

Q. [Inaudible]—where’s Germany’s place?
And I’m asking for two reasons. You have a
half-sister, Auma; she studied in Heidelberg,
and I wanted to ask it already when I wrote the
biography about your life. And what did she
tell you about Germany? Has she had any un-
pleasant experience as an African woman in
Germany in the eighties?

And a second question, you visited Germa-
ny twice, but you broke with the tradition of
your predecessors to give interviews to the
media of the host country before. Why is this?
And how long do we have to wait—[laugh-
ter]—before you give—award a German out-
let with an interview? Maybe until November
9, or will it be a little bit earlier? I would be
very interested in that question.

And to the Chancellor——
President Obama. Would you like that in-

terview? [Laughter]

Q. If this is a commitment, I would appreci-
ate that very, very much. [Laughter]

Chancellor Merkel. We have to talk about
that. [Laughter] 

Q. Oh, you are coordinating your media
policy already? [Laughter]

[The reporter then continued in German, and
it was translated as follows.]

Interpreter. My second question is ad-
dressed to the Chancellor. You already made a
distinction yourself on climate policy between
the House of Representatives and the Senate.
But how optimistic are you, after the talks
you’ve had here, that more stringent rules on
climate change will be successful, not only in
the House but also pass through the Senate?
What would be the consequence of that if they
are not able to do this before the Copenhagen
conference? How, then, would America deal
with this situation? Have you received a reply
to this?

President Obama. First of all, in terms of
my emotional maps—[laughter]—the times
that I have visited Germany have been ex-
traordinary, and I’ve had a wonderful time.
And the people of Germany have, I think, re-
ceived me with great warmth and affection.
Keep in mind that, obviously, I visited Germa-
ny even before I was elected President, and
we had a pretty good rally in Berlin. It wasn’t
bad. And so I will always have, I think, a warm
spot in my heart for Germany, in part because
of the response and the reaction that I’ve re-
ceived from the German people.

I will tell you that part of the warmth I feel
toward Germany is because I like Chancellor
Merkel a lot. I’ve now dealt with a lot of world
leaders, and I think that Chancellor Merkel is
smart, practical, and I trust her when she says
something. And so that kind of approach is ex-
actly what you want from an international
partner. And I’ve very much enjoyed my inter-
actions with her and her team.

My sister, she obviously had a great time in
Heidelberg. When I met her, she was going
out with a German guy. And I don’t want to
comment on how that played itself out.
[Laughter] That may have an impact on how
she views Germany right now, but
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that’s—[laughter]—I think a little too personal
for a press conference.

Even though the question wasn’t directed at
me, I do want to make this point about climate
change. Europe, in many ways, over the last
several years has moved more rapidly than the
United States on addressing this issue. And I’ve
been very blunt and frank with Chancellor
Merkel that we are still working through, creat-
ing the framework where we can help lead the
international effort. I think that this legislation
that we are seeking to pass indicates enormous
progress from where we have been. But I think
we all recognize that there’s going to be more to
do, and that the United States is going to have
to work with Germany and other advanced
economies to make sure that our obligations are
clear. And then we’re going to have to work
with the emerging economies, which have enor-
mous potential for growth, but, unfortunately,
also have enormous potential for contributing
to greenhouse gases, so that their obligations
are clear.

And I’m the first one to acknowledge that the
United States, over the last several years, has
not been where we need to be. We’re not going
to get there all in one fell swoop, but I’m very
proud of the progress that’s being made, and I
think that the energy bill that’s being debated in
the House is an example of that progress. If we
can get that framework in place, I’m confident
the United States can be an important partner
in this process.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, you will understand
my refraining from commenting in any way on
the behavior of members of parliament who, af-
ter all, are free in their decisions. That would be
totally counterproductive. But I must say that
I’m very gratified to note that the President
feels 100 percent committed to this issue, which
has become apparent in all of our talks. He
wants to see to it that Copenhagen becomes a
success.

We are both convinced that this question of
climate change amounts to much more than
just numbers and targets. It means that we take
a commitment and shoulder a responsibility for
those countries in the world that will be far
more heavily affected by climate change, but
that we also feel committed to ensuring energy

security for our own countries. Dependence on
raw materials, on commodities, is also some-
thing that can bring us into very unpleasant po-
litical dependence. So it’s always good to look at
new technology, to use, for example, when you
have finite fuel sources, to deal with them re-
sponsibly and economically. And this is some-
thing that we’ve come out very strongly in favor
in our own countries, and we do it internation-
ally.

Let me, perhaps, say something on Auma in
Heidelberg. The book, “Dreams From My Fa-
ther,” she is telling us a little bit about her own
impressions in Heidelberg. You probably read
it. I found this very interesting because, on the
one hand, she describes us as a country where
quite quickly you have the impression that each
and every one needs to fend for his or her self;
there is not this big sort of community, the sort
of family network that protects you that you
have in Africa.

But then, as you go on throughout the book,
Auma tells you it was also something good, may-
be, because it strengthens people’s own sort of
awareness of their own self, of their own re-
sponsibility. And I think it’s very important to
look at this when we deal, for example, with Af-
rica—that on the one hand we accept that the
way that we live may sometimes be very tough,
tough on people, but on the other hand, we
should also, perhaps, in our dealings with the
Africans, address how certain things can be
dealt with more efficiently.

So it was, for me, a very enriching experience
to read this book, understand a lot of things
about her. And I think Heidelberg, after all, got
through this very well—she——

President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 11:58 a.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Iranian Presidential candidate Mir Hossein
Mousavi; Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA,
commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq; and Prime Minister Nuri al-Mali-
ki of Iraq. Chancellor Merkel referred to Minis-
ter of the Interior Wolfgang Schaeuble of Ger-
many; and Secretary of Homeland Security
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Janet A. Napolitano. A reporter referred to
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy.
Chancellor Merkel and some reporters spoke

in German, and their remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Statement on United Nations International Day in Support of Torture
Victims
June 26, 2009

Twenty-five years ago, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Convention
Against Torture, and 22 years ago this very
day, the convention entered into force. The
United States leading role in the negotiation of
the convention and its subsequent ratification
and implementation enjoyed strong bipartisan
support. Today we join the international com-
munity in reaffirming unequivocally the prin-
ciples behind that convention, including the
core principle that torture is never justified.

Torture violates United States and interna-
tional law as well as human dignity. Torture is
contrary to the founding documents of our
country and the fundamental values of our
people. It diminishes the security of those who
carry it out and surrenders the moral authority
that must form the basis for just leadership.
That is why the United States must never en-
gage in torture and must stand against torture
wherever it takes place.

My administration is committed to taking
concrete actions against torture and to address
the needs of its victims. On my third day in of-
fice, I issued an Executive order that prohibits
torture by the United States. My budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2010 includes continued
support for international and domestic groups
working to rehabilitate torture victims.

The United States will continue to cooper-
ate with governments and civil society organi-
zations throughout the international commu-
nity in the fight to end torture. To this end, I
have requested today that the Department of
State solicit information from all of our diplo-
matic missions around the world about effec-
tive policies and programs for stopping torture
and assisting its victims, so that we and our civ-
il society partners can learn from what others
have done. I applaud the courage, compassion,
and commitment of the many people and or-
ganizations doing this vitally important work.

Remarks on Energy Legislation
June 26, 2009

Today the House of Representatives took
historic action with the passage of the Ameri-
can Clean Energy and Security Act. It’s a bold
and necessary step that holds the promise of
creating new industries and millions of new
jobs, decreasing our dangerous dependence
on foreign oil, and strictly limiting the release
of pollutants that threaten the health of fami-
lies and communities and the planet itself.
Now it’s up to the Senate to take the next step.
And I’m confident that in the coming weeks
and months the Senate will demonstrate the
same commitment to addressing what is a tre-
mendous challenge and an extraordinary op-
portunity. 

As always happens when we debate issues of
this magnitude, we see lines of demarcation.
There are those who argue that the status quo
is acceptable, those who would have us contin-
ue our dependence on foreign oil and our reli-
ance on fossil fuels despite the risks to our se-
curity, our economy, and the planet. But the
American people know that the nation that
leads in building a 21st century clean energy
economy is the nation that will lead in creating
a 21st century global economy. I want America
to be that nation. And with this vote, the
House has put America on the path to being
that nation. 

The fact is, just weeks ago, few in Washing-
ton believed that this day would come to pass.
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The best bet, the safe bet, was that after three
decades of failure, we couldn’t muster the polit-
ical will to tackle the energy challenge despite
the necessity and urgency of action. But al-
though Washington may not see it yet, there is a
spirit of change that’s taken hold across this
country. As has happened at every critical junc-
ture in our history, the American people are de-
manding that we abandon the failed policies
and politics of the past; we no longer accept in-
action; that we face up to the challenges of our
time. And today the House has done exactly
that. 

I want to thank Speaker Pelosi for what was a
prodigious effort on behalf of this measure. I al-
so want to thank and recognize the chairs of the
committees that worked so hard on this bill:
Henry Waxman, Collin Peterson, Charlie Ran-
gel. I want to acknowledge John Dingell, Ed
Markey, Rick Boucher, and Mike Doyle, as well
as many others who worked long and hard to
get to this day. They spent months carefully
crafting a plan that’s sensitive to vulnerable
communities and industries, and that ushers in
a critical transition to a clean energy economy

without untenable new burdens on the Ameri-
can people.

By creating a system of clean energy incen-
tives, this bill complements our earlier actions
to raise automobile fuel efficiency standards, to
double our capacity to generate electricity from
sources like wind and sun, and to make signifi-
cant new investments in the research and devel-
opment of homegrown, renewable sources of
energy.

So I look forward to continuing this work
with the Senate so that Congress can send me a
bill that I can sign into law, and so that we can
say, at long last, that this was the moment when
we decided to confront America’s energy chal-
lenge and reclaim America’s future. That’s what
this vote was about. It was a victory of the fu-
ture over the past. And that’s what America is
all about.

Thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to H.R.
2454.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 27, 2009

Yesterday the House of Representatives
passed a historic piece of legislation that will
open the door to a clean energy economy and a
better future for America. 

For more than three decades, we’ve talked
about our dependence on foreign oil. And for
more than three decades, we have seen that de-
pendence grow. We’ve seen our reliance on fos-
sil fuels jeopardize our national security. We’ve
seen it pollute the air we breathe and endanger
our planet. And most of all, we’ve seen other
countries realize a critical truth: The nation that
leads in the creation of a clean energy economy
will be the nation that leads the 21st century
global economy. Now is the time for the United
States of America to realize this too. Now is the
time for us to lead. 

The energy bill that passed the House will fi-
nally create a set of incentives that will spark a
clean energy transformation in our economy. It
will spur the development of low carbon sourc-

es of energy, everything from wind, solar, and
geothermal power to safer nuclear energy and
cleaner coal. It will spur new energy savings,
like the efficient windows and other materials
that reduce heating costs in the winter and cool-
ing costs in the summer. And most importantly,
it will make possible the creation of millions of
new jobs. 

Make no mistake: This is a jobs bill. We’re al-
ready seeing why this is true in the clean energy
investments we’re making through the Recov-
ery Act. In California, 3000 people will be em-
ployed to build a new solar plant that in turn
will create 1000 permanent jobs. In Michigan,
investment in wind turbines and wind technolo-
gy is expected to create over 2,600 jobs. In Flor-
ida, three new solar projects are expected to
employ 1400 people. 

The list goes on and on, but the point is this:
This legislation will finally make clean energy
the profitable kind of energy. That will lead to
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the creation of new businesses and entire new
industries, and that will lead to American jobs
that pay well and can’t be outsourced. I’ve of-
ten talked about the need to build a new foun-
dation for economic growth so that we don’t
return to the endless cycle of bubble and bust
that led us to this recession. Clean energy and
the jobs it creates will be absolutely critical to
this new foundation. 

This legislation has also been carefully writ-
ten to address the concerns that many have ex-
pressed in the past. Instead of increasing the
deficit, it’s paid for by the polluters who cur-
rently emit dangerous carbon emissions. It
provides assistance to businesses and families
as they make the gradual transition to clean
energy technologies. It gives rural communi-
ties and farmers the opportunity to participate
in climate solutions and generate new income.
And above all, it will protect consumers from
the costs of this transition, so that in a decade,
the price to the average American will be just
about a postage stamp a day. 

Because this legislation is so balanced and
sensible, it’s already attracted a remarkable co-
alition of consumer and environmental groups,
labor and business leaders, Democrats and
Republicans. And I want to thank every Mem-
ber of Congress who put politics aside to sup-
port this bill on Friday. 

Now my call to every Senator, as well as to
every American, is this: We cannot be afraid of
the future, and we must not be prisoners of
the past. Don’t believe the misinformation out

there that suggests that there is somehow a
contradiction between investing in clean ener-
gy and economic growth. It’s just not true. 

We’ve been talking about energy for de-
cades. But there’s no longer a disagreement
over whether our dependence on foreign oil is
endangering our security. It is. There’s no lon-
ger a debate about whether carbon pollution is
placing our planet in jeopardy. It’s happening.
And there’s no longer a question about wheth-
er the jobs and industries of the 21st century
will be centered around clean, renewable en-
ergy. The question is, which country will cre-
ate these jobs and these industries? I want that
answer to be the United States of America.
And I believe that the American people and
the men and women they sent to Congress
share that view. 

So I want to congratulate the House for
passing this bill, and I want to urge the Senate
to take this opportunity to come together and
meet our obligations to our constituents, to
our children, to God’s creation, and to future
generations. 

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2 p.m. on June 26 in the Library at the
White House for broadcast on June 27. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 26 but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on June 27. In the
address, the President referred to H.R. 2454. 

Statement on National HIV Testing Day
June 27, 2009

On this 14th commemoration of National
HIV Testing Day, I urge Americans to take
control of their own health and protect those
they love by getting tested for HIV and work-
ing to reduce HIV transmission. 

One in five Americans currently living with
HIV—more than 230,000 people—do not
know they have the disease, and the majority

of sexually transmitted infections are spread
by people who are unaware of their status. But
studies show that once people learn they are
infected, they take steps to reduce the risk of
transmitting HIV to others.

Despite advances in treatment, HIV re-
mains a major threat to the health of our Na-
tion. While its impacts are not evenly
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spread—infection rates are particularly high
among gay and bisexual men, African Ameri-
cans, and Latinos—when one of our fellow citi-
zens becomes infected with HIV every 9½  min-
utes, the epidemic affects all Americans.

That is why I have pledged to develop and
implement a comprehensive National HIV/
AIDS Strategy (NHAS) that will focus on re-
ducing HIV incidence, increasing access to
care, and reducing HIV-related health dispari-
ties. The National HIV/AIDS Strategy will also
increase awareness and promote greater invest-
ment in preventing and treating HIV/AIDS in
the U.S., and it will include measurable goals,
timelines, and accountability mechanisms, rely

on sound science, and build on programs and
practices that work. 

But Government can only do so much. Each
of us must take responsibility for reducing our
risk of acquiring or transmitting HIV and for
supporting affected individuals and communi-
ties. This means getting tested for HIV and
working to end the stigma and discrimination
people living with HIV face. It means embrac-
ing all of our neighbors, gay and straight. And it
means responding with compassion to people
dealing with addictions and others issues that
place them at increased risk for HIV infection.
Working together, I am confident that we can
stop the spread of HIV and ensure that those
affected get the care and support they need.

Statement on the Situation in Honduras
June 28, 2009

I am deeply concerned by reports coming
out of Honduras regarding the detention and
expulsion of President Mel Zelaya. As the Orga-
nization of American States did on Friday, I call
on all political and social actors in Honduras to

respect democratic norms, the rule of law, and
the tenets of the Inter-American Democratic
Charter. Any existing tensions and disputes
must be resolved peacefully through dialog free
from any outside interference.

Remarks on Energy
June 29, 2009

Good afternoon, everybody. Since taking
the—excuse me—since taking office, my ad-
ministration’s mounted a sustained response to
a historic economic crisis. But even as we take
decisive action to repair the damage to our
economy, we’re also working to build a new
foundation for sustained and lasting economic
growth.

And we know this won’t be easy, but this is a
moment where we’ve been called upon to cast
off the old ways of doing business and act boldly
to reclaim America’s future. Nowhere is this
more important than in building a new, clean
energy economy, ending our dependence on
foreign oil, and limiting the dangerous pollut-
ants that threaten our health and the health of
our planet. 

And that’s precisely what we’ve begun to do.
Thanks to broad coalitions ranging from busi-
ness to labor, investors to entrepreneurs, Dem-

ocrats and Republicans, from coal States and
coastal States, and all who are willing to take on
this challenge, we’ve come together to achieve
more in the past few months to create a new,
clean energy economy than we have in decades.

We began with historic investments in the
Recovery Act and the Federal budget that will
help create hundreds of thousands of jobs doing
the work of doubling our country’s supply of re-
newable energy. We’re talking about jobs build-
ing wind turbines and solar panels, jobs devel-
oping next-generation solutions for next-gener-
ation cars, jobs upgrading our outdated power
grid so it can carry clean, renewable energy
from the far-flung areas that harness it to the
big cities that use it.

Thanks to a remarkable partnership between
automakers, autoworkers, environmental advo-
cates, and States, we created incentives for
companies to develop cleaner, more efficient
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vehicles and for Americans to drive them. We
set in motion a new national policy aimed at
both increasing gas mileage and decreasing
greenhouse gas pollution for all new cars and
trucks sold in the United States. And as a re-
sult, we’ll save 1.8 billion barrels of oil over the
lifetime of the vehicles sold in the next 5 years,
the projected equivalent of taking 58 million
cars off the road for an entire year.

And we know that even as we seek solutions
to our energy problems at home, the solution
to global climate change requires American
leadership abroad. That’s why I’ve appointed a
global climate envoy to help lead our reen-
gagement with the international community as
we find sustainable ways to transition to a
global low-carbon economy.

And now, just last Friday, the House of
Representatives came together to pass an ex-
traordinary piece of legislation that will finally
open the door to decreasing our dependence
on foreign oil, preventing the worst conse-
quences of climate change, and making clean
energy the profitable kind of energy. Thanks
to Members of Congress who were willing to
place America’s progress before the usual
Washington politics, this bill will create new
businesses, new industries, and millions of
new jobs, all without imposing untenable new
burdens on the American people or America’s
businesses. In the months to come, the Senate
will take up its version of the energy bill, and I
am confident that they too will choose to move
this country forward.

So we’ve gotten a lot done on the energy
front over the last 6 months. But even as we’re
changing the ways we’re producing energy,
we’re also changing the ways we use energy. In
fact, one of the fastest, easiest, and cheapest
ways to make our economy stronger and clean-
er is to make our economy more energy effi-
cient. And that’s something that Secretary Chu
is working every single day to work through.

We know the benefits. In the late 1970s, the
State of California enacted tougher energy-ef-
ficiency policies. Over the next three decades,
those policies helped create almost 1.5 million
jobs. And today, Californians consume 40 per-
cent less energy per person than the national
average, which, over time, has prevented the

need to build at least 24 new power plants.
Think about that. California, producing jobs;
their economy keeping pace with the rest of
the country; and yet they have been able to
maintain their energy usage at a much lower
level than the rest of the country.

So that’s why we took significant steps in the
Recovery Act to invest in energy efficiency
measures, from modernizing Federal build-
ings to helping American families make up-
grades to their homes, steps that will create
jobs and save taxpayers and consumers money.
And that’s why I’ve asked Secretary Chu to
lead a new effort at the Department of Energy
focusing on implementing more aggressive ef-
ficiency standards for common household ap-
pliances like refrigerators and ovens, which
will spark innovation, save consumers money,
and reduce energy demand. 

So today we’re announcing additional ac-
tions to promote energy efficiency across
America, actions that will create jobs in the
short run and save money and reduce danger-
ous emissions in the long run. The first step
we’re taking sets new efficiency standards on
fluorescent and incandescent lighting. Now, I
know light bulbs may not seem sexy, but this
simple action holds enormous promise be-
cause 7 percent of all the energy consumed in
America is used to light our homes and our
businesses. Between 2012 and 2042, these
new standards will save consumers up to $4
billion a year, conserve enough electricity to
power every home in America for 10 months,
reduce emissions equal to the amount pro-
duced by 166 million cars each year, and elim-
inate the need for as many as 14 coal-fired
power plants. And by the way, we’re going to
start here at the White House. Secretary Chu’s
already started to take a look at our light bulbs,
and we’re going to see what we need to re-
place them with energy efficient light bulbs.

And if we want to make our economy run
more efficiently, we’ve also got to make our
homes and businesses run more efficiently.
And that’s why we’re also speeding up a $346
million investment under the Recovery Act to
expand and accelerate the development, de-
ployment, and use of energy efficient technol-
ogies in residential and commercial buildings,
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which consume almost 40 percent of the energy
we use and contribute to almost 40 percent of
the carbon pollution we produce. 

We’re talking about technologies that are
available right now or will soon be available,
from lighting to windows, heating to cooling,
smart sensors and controls. By adopting these
technologies in our homes and businesses, we
can make our buildings up to 80 percent more
energy efficient or, with additions like solar
panels on the roof or geothermal power from
underground, even transform them into zero-
energy buildings that actually produce as much
energy as they consume.

Now, progress like this might seem far-
fetched. But the fact is we’re not lacking for
ideas and innovation. All we lack are the smart
policies and the political will to help us put our
ingenuity to work. And when we put aside the
posturing and the politics, when we put aside
attacks that are based less on evidence than on
ideology, then a simple choice emerges: We can
remain the world’s leading importer of oil, or
we can become the world’s leading exporter of
clean energy. We can allow climate change to
wreak unnatural havoc, or we can create jobs
utilizing low-carbon technologies to prevent its
worst effects. We can cede the race for the 21st
century, or we can embrace the reality that our

competitors already have: The nation that leads
the world in creating a new, clean energy econ-
omy will be the nation that leads the 21st centu-
ry global economy. That’s our choice: between a
slow decline and renewed prosperity; between
the past and the future.

The American people have made their
choice. They expect us to move forward right
now, at this moment of great challenge, and
stake our claim on the future; a stronger, clean-
er, and more prosperous future where we meet
our obligations to our citizens, our children, and
to God’s creation, and where the United States
of America leads once again. 

That’s the future we’re aiming for. I’ve got a
great Secretary of Energy who’s helping us
achieve it. I want to thank again the House of
Representatives for doing the right thing on
Friday, and we are absolutely confident that
we’re going to be able to make more progress in
the weeks and months to come. 

Thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Special Envoy for Climate
Change Todd D. Stern; and Secretary of Ener-
gy Steven Chu. The President also referred to
H.R. 2454.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Alvaro Uribe Velez of Colombia
and an Exchange With Reporters 
June 29, 2009

President Obama. Well, I am very pleased to
have President Uribe here today with his dele-
gation from Colombia. The relationship be-
tween the United States and Colombia has
been extremely strong. We’ve had great cooper-
ation on a whole range of issues, and President
Uribe’s administration, I think, has, under very
difficult circumstances, performed admirably
on a whole range of fronts: on security, on re-
ducing the influence of the drug cartels, in im-
proving the economic situation for his people,
and stabilizing the country. He has performed
with diligence and courage. And so we are
grateful for his friendship, and I’m glad that he
was able to come and visit us here today.

In our discussions, we talked about a range of
issues. We discussed, most prominently, the in-
terests of both countries in moving forward on a
free trade agreement. This is something that
has been discussed for quite some time. I have
instructed Ambassador Kirk, our United States
Trade Representative, to begin working closely
with President Uribe’s team on how we can
proceed on a free trade agreement. There are
obvious difficulties involved in the process, and
there remains work to do, but I’m confident
that, ultimately, we can strike a deal that is good
for the people of Colombia and good for the
people of the United States.
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I commended President Uribe on the prog-
ress that has been made in human rights in
Colombia and dealing with the killings of labor
leaders there, and obviously, we’ve seen a
downward trajectory in the deaths of labor
unions, and we’ve seen improvements when it
comes to prosecution of those who are carry-
ing out these blatant human rights offenses.
President Uribe acknowledges that there re-
mains more work to be done, and we look for-
ward to cooperating with him to continue to
improve both the rights of organized labor in
Colombia and to protect both labor and civil
rights leaders there.

Along those same lines, we, obviously, think
that the steps that have already been made on
issues like extrajudicial killings and illegal sur-
veillance—that it is important that Colombia
pursue a path of rule of law and transparency,
and I know that that is something that Presi-
dent Uribe is committed to doing.

We spoke about the regional challenges.
The drug trafficking that has been such a can-
cer in the life of Colombia affects the region as
a whole. When I last met with President
Calderon of Mexico, he indicated the extraor-
dinary challenges that that country is facing.
Mexico and Colombia are not alone in this.
Throughout the region in Central and South
America, we are seeing this problem. It’s im-
portant that the United States steps up and co-
operates effectively in battling the adverse ef-
fects of drug trafficking.

And that includes, by the way, the United
States reducing demand for drugs. We have
responsibilities. We have responsibilities to re-
duce the trafficking of guns into the south that
help strengthen these cartels and the flows of
money and money laundering that, at times,
involves not just the south—Southern Hemi-
sphere but also the Northern Hemisphere.
And so looking for additional ways that we can
cooperate on those issues is very important.

Finally, we spoke about the fact that our re-
lationship is much broader than simply our
common enemy in the drug traffickers. We
want a proactive, positive agenda for human
development throughout the region and inside
Colombia. And so exploring ways that we can
advance clean energy cooperation, how we can

advance efforts to improve child nutrition, re-
duce infant mortality, expand health care to
ordinary people, that is part of what I think
President Uribe’s comprehensive vision is.
That you don’t just use military tools to defeat
the enemies of progress, but you use a com-
prehensive approach that includes improve-
ments in rule of law and improvements in peo-
ple’s day-to-day well-being and their opportu-
nities for economic advancement as very pow-
erful weapons to restore order and to ensure
that people feel confident in the future.

And so we want to be a partner with Colom-
bia on these issues. I’m grateful, again, for
President Uribe’s friendship, and I’m confi-
dent that we are going to be working diligently
in the future to advance the interests of both
countries. So thank you very much.

President Uribe. Thank you, Mr. President.
Q. President Obama, can we take a picture

with you?
President Obama. Hold on one second. You

know, I just realized there may be Spanish
press here, and that was a long statement, but
if you don’t mind, I’m going to go ahead and
have that translated just so your people can get
it. I’m sorry, I should have slowed down; I for-
got.

Q. President Obama, did you talk some-
thing about reelection?

President Obama. Hold on. Hold on one
second.

[At this point, President Obama’s opening
statement was translated into Spanish by an
interpreter.]

President Uribe. President Obama, I want
to express our gratitude again to you, to your
Cabinet, and to the United States. Colombia,
in this alliance with the United States, has re-
ceived a great help for us to confront the chal-
lenges our people have suffered for long, long
time.

I have said to President Obama that Colom-
bia, since the middle of the forties, in the last
century, has not lived one single day in com-
plete peace. The help of your Government is
very important for the hope of the new gener-
ations of Colombians. Thank you, President
Obama. 
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We have had opportunity to speak about
many topics, as President Obama has said. I
said to President Obama, I made to him some
comments about confidence in Colombia;
about security, the advances, the problems we
still face; about investment, its relationship with
the free trade agreement as a signal to give con-
fidence in Colombia; and about social cohesion,
the advances in education, in microlending, in
health; the problems we still face, problems in
poverty, in income distribution. 

And in the case of human rights, Colombia is
a rule of law in the utmost expression of public
opinion participation. We—I am the first with a
duty to support of our armed forces, but for that
reason of their honor, every soldier, every po-
liceman in Colombia understands that we need
credibility for this policing of democratic secu-
rity. And credibility depends on effectiveness
and on transparency, and transparency is a
question of human rights. Therefore, we are
open, we are very receptive, to receive any ad-
vice, any suggestion on how we are going to ful-
fill our goal of ceasing civil violations of human
rights in Colombia.

About surveillance, I have said to President
Obama that during our administration, we have
restructured 427 state agencies, and we are in
the process to restructure the state agency for
surveillance. We hope to issue these decrees in
the coming 3 weeks, and we hope that we can
solve the endemic problems of these institu-
tions—of this institution for good.

I have said to President Obama about the im-
portance of the help of the United States for us
and the region as a whole to advance in social
cohesion; help directly from the United States
or through the multilateral banks. For instance,
in education and in child nutrition, we have ad-
vanced a lot, but we lack infrastructure; cover-
age has surpassed infrastructure. In child nutri-
tion, we have advanced a lot, but we lack cover-
age in education for those under 6, not to men-
tion other of our problems. But we have a
recognition to advance in security, human
rights, state restructure, to advance in econom-
ics, to advance in social cohesion. And for all
these things, it is very important to have this
permanent support of President Obama, of the

Government of the United States, of the Con-
gress of the United State.

My gratitude, again, President Obama, and
we are waiting for you in Colombia.

President Obama. Thank you.
Q. President Obama—— 
Q. Did you talk about the reelection——
President Obama. Hold on, hold on. We’re

going to—we only have time for two questions.
I’m going to call on a U.S. reporter, and then,
President Uribe, you can make a decision on
which one of the Colombian reporters you want
to call on. [Laughter]

So, Doug Palmer of Reuters.
Q. [Inaudible]
President Obama. Doug. Hold on, please.

Doug.

Situation in Honduras/Colombia-U.S. Free
Trade Agreement

Q. Right here. Thank you very much. You
talked about the FTA, and you also talked about
some of the obstacles to getting the FTA
through Congress. I wonder, do you have a
sense of how close Colombia is to where it
needs to be in order for you to send the agree-
ment to Congress? Is that something that can
be accomplished this year?

And then, I also wondered if you would com-
ment on the coup in Honduras and what addi-
tional steps the U.S. might be considering
there.

President Obama. Well, let me, first of all,
speak about the coup in Honduras, because this
was a topic of conversation between myself and
President Uribe.

All of us have great concerns about what’s
taken place there. President Zelaya was demo-
cratically elected. He had not yet completed his
term. We believe that the coup was not legal
and that President Zelaya remains the President
of Honduras, the democratically elected Presi-
dent there. In that, we have joined all the coun-
tries in the region, including Colombia and the
Organization of American States.

I think it’s—it would be a terrible precedent
if we start moving backwards into the era in
which we are seeing military coups as a means
of political transition rather than democratic
elections. The region has made enormous
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progress over the last 20 years in establishing
democratic traditions in Central America and
Latin America. We don’t want to go back to a
dark past. The United States has not always
stood as it should with some of these fledgling
democracies, but over the last several years, I
think both Republicans and Democrats in the
United States have recognized that we always
want to stand with democracy, even if the re-
sults don’t always mean that the leaders of
those countries are favorable towards the
United States. And that is a tradition that we
want to continue.

So we are very clear about the fact that
President Zelaya is the democratically elected
President, and we will work with the regional
organizations like OAS and with other interna-
tional institutions to see if we can resolve this
in a peaceful way.

With respect to the free trade agreement,
obviously, a lot of work has already been done
on the free trade agreement, and we are hope-
ful that we can move forward to completion. I
don’t have a strict timetable, because I’m go-
ing to have to consult with Congress, obvious-
ly, on this issue. We’ve got a lot on our plates,
if you haven’t noticed. And I think that the
burden is not simply on Colombia; I think Co-
lombia has done a lot of excellent work. It is a
matter of getting both countries to a place
where their legislatures feel confident that it
will be, ultimately, to the economic benefit of
these countries.

I have noted a special concern that is bipar-
tisan and shared both by this administration
and Congress that the human rights issues in
Colombia get resolved. President Uribe has
assured me that he is interested in resolving
those issues. And, as I said, great progress has
been made. I trust that we can make more
progress. And I think that will help shape the
overall environment in which this issue is be-
ing debated in Congress.

Okay? You want to call on——
Q. Presidente——
President Uribe. Entonces, Natalia Orozco.

Central America-U.S. Relations/South Ameri-
ca-U.S. Relations

Q. President Obama, President Chavez, it’s
not a secret, wanted to be reelected; President
Zelaya wanted to be reelected; and President
Uribe hasn’t decided yet. Are you worried
about what relation of those leader, and can
have effects in the Western Hemisphere? Do
you have a message for them?

President Obama. Well, first of all, I think
it’s very important that, in all these countries,
it’s not for the United States to make these de-
cisions; it’s for the people of these countries to
make these decisions. And one of the clear
policies that we want to put forward is that we
stand on the side of democracy, sovereignty,
and self-determination.

We know that our experience in the United
States is that two terms works for us, and that
after 8 years, usually the American people
want a change. I related to President Uribe
the fact that our most revered President, or at
least one of our two most revered Presidents,
George Washington, part of what made him so
great was not just being the founder of our
country, but also the fact that at a time when
he could have stayed President for life, he
made a decision that after service, he was able
to step aside and return to civilian life. And
that set a precedent then for the future.

But as I said, each country, I think, has to
make these decisions on their own, and I think
what’s ultimately most important is that the
people feel a sense of legitimacy and owner-
ship, and that this is not something imposed
on them from the top, that it’s not—does not
involve manipulations of the electorate or rig-
ging of the electoral process or repression of
opposition voices, but that whatever is deter-
mined is done in an open, transparent way so
that people feel confident that whoever is in
power represents their voices and their inter-
ests.

Q. [Inaudible]
President Uribe. No, let me——
Q. [Inaudible]
President Obama. She just wants a pic-

ture——
Q. [Inaudible]
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President Uribe. No, but let me make some
comments about this question. I brought to the
table some topics that I call topics of internal
debate in Colombia at this moment. And one of
the topics I brought to talk about it with Presi-
dent Obama is this topic. And I want to summa-
rize.

I said to President Obama, first, I am con-
cerned, because I am a member of one genera-
tion of the four or five generations that have not
lived one single day in peace in Colombia or
prosperity. Therefore, I consider that Colombia
needs to extend in that time security, democrat-
ic values, investment in social responsibility and
social cohesion, with adjustments.

I don’t believe in the stagnation, and I don’t
believe in gross changes. I believe in one goal,
in one mission, with dynamism, with daily ad-
justments. And I have said in the second point
of this comment that I consider that this
is—[inaudible]—it is necessary to extend these
policies. It is not convenient to perpetuate the
precedent.

And I have said to President Obama what I
want to say to you. Colombia is a country of sol-
id democratic institutions. When we speak
about institutions, we cannot speak in abstract
about institutions. We have to speak about insti-
tutions in concrete terms. We have 1,102 may-

ors directly elected by the people; 32 Gover-
nors. The regions in Colombia invest 51 percent
of the public expenses. My Government has
built governments with all the regional Gover-
nors and mayors regardless their political alle-
giance, and they have many, many political alle-
giance.

The justice administration is independent in
Colombia. Colombia has solid free press. Co-
lombia has bodies, independent bodies, for con-
trol. Colombia is a country with very solid insti-
tutions.

I beg you, journalists, to separate the conve-
nience or inconvenience of perpetuating the
precedent with the qualification of our institu-
tions. Anyway, our democratic institutions are
totally solid.

President Obama. Well—and the other thing
I should say is that if I were to serve two terms,
I’m fairly confident that I would not have the 70
percent approval rating that President Uribe
has. [Laughter] 

All right, thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:43 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re-
ferred to President Hugo Chavez Frias of Vene-
zuela.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
Pride Month
June 29, 2009

The President. Hey. Good to see you. I’m
waiting for FLOTUS here. FLOTUS always
politics more than POTUS.

The First Lady. No, you move too slow.
[Laughter]

The President. It is great to see everybody
here today, and they’re just—I’ve got a lot of
friends in the room, but there are some people
I want to especially acknowledge. First of all,
somebody who helped ensure that we are in the
White House, Steve Hildebrand. Please give
Steve a big round of applause. Where’s Steve?
He’s around here somewhere.

The new Chair of the Export-Import Bank,
Fred Hochberg; where’s Fred? There’s Fred.

Good to see you, Fred. Our Director of the In-
stitute of Education Sciences at DOE, John
Easton; where’s John? A couple of special
friends—Bishop Gene Robinson; where’s
Gene? Hey, Gene. Ambassador Michael Guest
is here. Ambassador Jim Hormel is here. Ore-
gon Secretary of State Kate Brown is here.

All of you are here. Welcome to your White
House. So——

Audience member. [Inaudible] [Laughter]
The President. Somebody asked from the

Lincoln Bedroom here. [Laughter] You knew I
was from Chicago too. [Laughter]

It’s good to see so many friends and familiar
faces, and I deeply appreciate the support I’ve
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received from so many of you; Michelle appre-
ciates it. And I want you to know that you have
our support as well. And you have my thanks
for the work you do every day in pursuit of
equality on behalf of the millions of people in
this country who work hard and care about
their communities and who are gay, lesbian,
bisexual, or transgender.

Now, this struggle, I don’t need to tell you,
is incredibly difficult, although I think it’s im-
portant to consider the extraordinary progress
that we have made. There are unjust laws to
overturn and unfair practices to stop. And
though we’ve made progress, there are still fel-
low citizens, perhaps neighbors or even family
members and loved ones, who still hold fast to
worn arguments and old attitudes; who fail to
see your families like their families; and who
would deny you the rights that most Ameri-
cans take for granted. And I know this is pain-
ful, and I know it can be heartbreaking.

And yet all of you continue, leading by the
force of the arguments you make but also by
the power of the example that you set in your
own lives as parents and friends, as PTA mem-
bers and leaders in the community. And that’s
important, and I’m glad that so many LGBT
families could join us today. For we know that
progress depends not only on changing laws
but also changing hearts. And that real, trans-
formative change never begins in Washington.

[At this point, a cell phone rang.]

The President. Whose duck is back there?
[Laughter]

The First Lady. It’s a duck.
The President. There’s a duck quacking in

there somewhere. [Laughter] Where do you
guys get these ring tones, by the way? [Laugh-
ter] I’m just curious. [Laughter]

Indeed, that’s the story of the movement for
fairness and equality, not just for those who
are gay, but for all those in our history who’ve
been denied the rights and responsibilities of
citizenship; who’ve been told that the full
blessings and opportunities of this country
were closed to them. It’s the story of progress
sought by those who started off with little in-
fluence or power, by men and women who
brought about change through quiet, personal

acts of compassion and courage and some-
times defiance wherever and whenever they
could.

That’s the story of a civil rights pioneer
who’s here today. Frank Kameny, who was
fired—[applause]—Frank was fired from his
job as an astronomer for the Federal Govern-
ment simply because he was gay. And in 1965,
he led a protest outside the White House,
which was at the time both an act of con-
science but also an act of extraordinary cour-
age. And so we are proud of you, Frank, and
we are grateful to you for your leadership.

It’s the story of the Stonewall protests,
which took place 40 years ago this week, when
a group of citizens, with few options and fewer
supporters, decided they’d had enough and re-
fused to accept a policy of wanton discrimina-
tion. And two men who were at those protests
are here today. Imagine the journey that
they’ve traveled.

It’s the story of an epidemic that decimated
a community and the gay men and women
who came to support one another and save
one another, and who continue to fight this
scourge, and who’ve demonstrated before the
world that different kinds of families can show
the same compassion and support in a time of
need; that we all share the capacity to love. 

So this story, this struggle, continues today,
for even as we face extraordinary challenges as
a nation, we cannot and will not put aside is-
sues of basic equality. We seek an America in
which no one feels the pain of discrimination
based on who you are or who you love. 

And I know that many in this room don’t
believe that progress has come fast enough,
and I understand that. It’s not for me to tell
you to be patient, any more than it was for oth-
ers to counsel patience to African Americans
who were petitioning for equal rights a half
century ago. 

But I say this: We have made progress, and
we will make more. And I want you to know
that I expect and hope to be judged not by
words, not by promises I’ve made, but by the
promises that my administration keeps. And
by the time you receive—[applause]. We’ve
been in office 6 months now. I suspect that by
the time this administration is over, I think you
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guys will have pretty good feelings about the
Obama administration—[inaudible].

Now, while there is much more work to do,
we can point to important changes we’ve al-
ready put in place since coming into office. I’ve
signed a memorandum requiring all agencies to
extend as many Federal benefits as possible to
LGBT families as current law allows. And these
are benefits that will make a real difference for
Federal employees and Foreign Service officers
who are so often treated as if their families
don’t exist. And I’d like to note that one of the
key voices in helping us develop this policy is
John Berry, our Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, who is here today. And I
want to thank John Berry.

I’ve called on Congress to repeal the so-
called Defense of Marriage Act to help end dis-
crimination against same-sex couples in this
country. Now, I want to add, we have a duty to
uphold existing law, but I believe we must do so
in a way that does not exacerbate old divides.
And fulfilling this duty in upholding the law in
no way lessens my commitment to reversing
this law. I’ve made that clear.

I’m also urging Congress to pass the domes-
tic partners benefits and obligations act, which
will guarantee the full range of benefits, includ-
ing health care, to LGBT couples and their chil-
dren. My administration’s also working hard to
pass an employee nondiscrimination bill and
hate crimes bill, and we’re making progress on
both fronts. Judy and Dennis Shepard, as well
as their son Logan, are here today. I met with
Judy in the Oval Office in May, and I assured
her, and I assure all of you, that we are going to
pass an inclusive hate crimes bill into law, a bill
named for their son Matthew.

In addition, my administration is committed
to rescinding the discriminatory ban on entry to
the United States based on HIV status. The Of-
fice of Management and Budget just concluded
a review of a proposal to repeal this entry ban,
which is a first and very big step towards ending
this policy. And we all know that HIV/AIDS
continues to be a public health threat in many
communities, including right here in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. And that’s why this past Sat-
urday, on National HIV Testing Day, I was
proud once again to encourage all Americans to

know their status and get tested the way Mi-
chelle and I know our status and got tested. 

And finally, I want to say a word about “don’t
ask, don’t tell.” As I said before, I’ll say it again,
I believe “don’t ask, don’t tell” doesn’t contrib-
ute to our national security. In fact, I believe
preventing patriotic Americans from serving
their country weakens our national security. My
administration is already working with the Pen-
tagon and Members of the House and the Sen-
ate on how we’ll go about ending this policy,
which will require an act of Congress.

Someday, I’m confident we’ll look back at
this transition and ask why it generated such
angst, but as Commander in Chief in a time of
war, I do have a responsibility to see that this
change is administered in a practical way and a
way that takes over the long term. That’s why
I’ve asked the Secretary of Defense and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to develop
a plan for how to thoroughly implement a re-
peal.

I know that every day that passes without a
resolution is a deep disappointment to those
men and women who continue to be discharged
under this policy—patriots who often possess
critical language skills and years of training and
who’ve served this country well. But what I
hope is that these cases underscore the urgency
of reversing this policy not just because it’s the
right thing to do, but because it is essential for
our national security.

Now, even as we take these steps, we must
recognize that real progress depends not only
on the laws we change but, as I said before, on
the hearts we open. For if we’re honest with
ourselves, we’ll acknowledge that there are
good and decent people in this country who
don’t yet fully embrace their gay brothers and
sisters, not yet.

That’s why I’ve spoken about these issues not
just in front of you, but in front of unlikely audi-
ences: in front of African American church
members, in front of other audiences that have
traditionally resisted these changes. And that’s
what I’ll continue to do so. That’s how we’ll
shift attitudes. That’s how we’ll honor the lega-
cy of leaders like Frank and many others who
have refused to accept anything less than full
and equal citizenship.
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Now, 40 years ago, in the heart of New York
City at a place called the Stonewall Inn, a
group of citizens, including a few who are here
today, as I said, defied an unjust policy and
awakened a nascent movement. It was the
middle of the night. The police stormed the
bar, which was known for being one of the few
spots where it was safe to be gay in New York.
Now, raids like this were entirely ordinary, be-
cause it was considered obscene and illegal to
be gay; no establishments for gays and lesbians
could get licenses to operate. The nature of
these businesses, combined with the vulnera-
bility of the gay community itself, meant plac-
es like Stonewall, and the patrons inside, were
often the victims of corruption and blackmail.

Now, ordinarily, the raid would come and
the customers would disperse. But on this
night, something was different. There are
many accounts of what happened, and much
has been lost to history, but what we do know
is this: People didn’t leave. They stood their
ground. And over the course of several nights,
they declared that they had seen enough injus-
tice in their time. This was an outpouring
against not just what they experienced that
night, but what they had experienced their
whole lives. And as with so many movements,
it was also something more. It was at this de-
fining moment that folks who had been mar-
ginalized rose up to challenge not just how the
world saw them, but also how they saw them-
selves.

As we’ve seen so many times in history,
once that spirit takes hold, there is little that
can stand in its way. And the riots at Stonewall
gave way to protests, and protests gave way to
a movement, and the movement gave way to a
transformation that continues to this day. It
continues when a partner fights for her right to
sit at the hospital bedside of a woman she
loves. It continues when a teenager is called a
name for being different, and says, “So what if
I am?” It continues in your work and in your
activism, in your fight to freely live your lives
to the fullest.

In one year after the protests, a few hun-
dred gays and lesbians and their supporters
gathered at the Stonewall Inn to lead a historic
march for equality. But when they reached
Central Park, the few hundred that began the
march had swelled to 5,000. Something had
changed, and it would never change back. 

The truth is, when these folks protested at
Stonewall 40 years ago, no one could have
imagined that you or, for that matter, I would
be standing here today. So we are all witnesses
to monumental changes in this country. That
should give us hope, but we cannot rest. We
must continue to do our part to make progress,
step by step, law by law, mind by changing
mind. And I want you to know that in this task,
I will not only be your friend, I will continue to
be an ally and a champion and a President who
fights with you and for you.

Thanks very much, everybody. God bless
you. We are—thank you. It’s a little stuffed in
here. We’re going to open—we opened up
that door. We’re going to walk this way, and
then we’re going to come around, and we’ll see
some of you over there, all right? 

The First Lady. Out there? [Laughter] 
The President. But out there. [Laughter] 
But thank you very much, all, for being

here. Enjoy the White House. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:35 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Steve Hildebrand, depu-
ty campaign manager, Obama 2008; Fred P.
Hochberg, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors and President, Export-Import Bank of the
United States; Bishop V. Gene Robinson,
Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire; former
U.S. Ambassador to Romania Michael E.
Guest; former U.S. Ambassador to Luxem-
bourg James C. Hormel; Jerry Hoose and
Tommy Lanigan-Schmidt, participants of the
Stonewall Inn riots; and Judy and Dennis
Shepard, parents of Matthew Shepard, who
was attacked and killed in October 1998. The
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
Pride Month proclamation of June 1 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.
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Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
June 29, 2009 

Thank you. All right everybody have a seat,
settle down—I’ve milked that enough. [Laugh-
ter] What a joy it is to see so many good friends,
people who, it’s no exaggeration, without whom
we would not be here. And there are just a lot
of folks in this audience who took an early bet
on somebody who, I think the professionals
didn’t give much of a shot at winning the Presi-
dency, and I’m grateful to all of you. All of you
I’m happy to see.

There are four people I want to acknowledge
just because they’re carrying a little extra bur-
den right now. First of all, somebody who was
great for our campaign, is now doing great work
for the DNC, please give Jane Stetson a big
round of applause. Thank you Jane. Our fear-
less leader during the campaign, who never wa-
vered, never waffled, and cracked the whip with
grace and good cheer, Penny Pritzker. Some-
body who was there for us day in, day out, Andy
Tobias.

And somebody who—I think some of you
know this—this was the first elected official
outside of Illinois to endorse my campaign.
Now think about this, this is in February of
2007. He is the Governor of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. He stands beside me in
Richmond, the seat of the old Confederacy, and
says, “I’m endorsing Barack Obama for Presi-
dent of the United States.” He’s been there ev-
er since. He’s my friend, a great Governor, a
great DNC leader, Tim Kaine. He hadn’t been
in office that long. He didn’t know any better.
[Laughter] And Anne, I think, was whispering
in his ear. But Tim has just been an extraordi-
nary friend, and he is now just doing an extraor-
dinary job on behalf of the DNC. 

As I said before, without you, we would not
be here, because all of you were here in the be-
ginning when it was hard. When people in this
town didn’t give us much of a chance, you stuck
in there. And you didn’t just fundraise; you put
your hearts and souls into this campaign. I look
at every single table, and there are people here
who took their families, took their grandpar-
ents, took their cousins and nephews, and went
into Iowa and went to New Hampshire and

campaigned and knocked on doors and insisted
to skeptics that now was the time for change in
America, and lo and behold we’re bringing
about some change in America.

We knew from the start that change wouldn’t
be easy. But we also understood we were living
in extraordinary times, and that we’ve been
asked to confront challenges of a size and a
scope that hadn’t been seen in recent history, a
set of challenges that few generations of Ameri-
cans have ever been asked to confront: two
wars, a debilitating recession, a global financial
crisis, a crisis that faces the planet when it
comes to climate change.

And we understood that meeting these chal-
lenges was going to require some tough choices.
It required us to do what was right, even if it
wasn’t necessarily always popular, at least not at
first. It required taking on the status quo in
Washington that unfortunately tends to favor
inertia over action and tinkering over real re-
form. And we knew that it would require look-
ing beyond the next news cycle, and the next
election to the next generation, to do what we
had to do to ensure that our children and grand-
children inherit an America that is as ascendant,
as bold, as imaginative as the America that we
inherited from our parents.

Now that’s not just a responsibility. Meeting
these challenges is a privilege and an opportuni-
ty, for in our hands lies the chance to shape the
world for good and for ill. So let’s just take a
look at what we’ve done so far over the last 6
months, because in the blur of activity, I think
we may be taking some things for granted.

Not 1 month into this administration, we re-
sponded to this financial crisis with the most
sweeping economic recovery plan in our Na-
tion’s history; a plan that has already provided
tax relief to 95 percent of working families, as
we had promised, a plan that’s saving jobs and
creating new ones in construction and clean en-
ergy and small business across the country.

We passed a budget resolution that helps to
cut our deficit in half while laying the founda-
tions for all the building blocks required for a
post-bubble economy: reforming our health
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care system, initiating a clean energy agenda,
revamping our education system so that our
kids can compete in the 21st century.

We lifted a ban on Federal funding of stem
cell research. We expanded the Children’s
Health Insurance Program to cover 11 million
children in need. We passed a national service
bill to create hundreds of thousands of oppor-
tunities for people to serve their communities.
We passed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act,
the first bill I signed, so that equal pay for
equal work is a reality all across this country.

That was just the beginning. We passed a
series of reforms that won’t just change policy
in Washington, but changes how Washington
work. We brought together auto executives
and labor unions and environmental groups,
Democrats and Republicans, together to set
national fuel efficiency standards for our cars
and trucks for the very first time in history. We
will save 1.8 billion barrels of oil as a conse-
quence of this agreement. We passed biparti-
san legislation to help homeowners and to
crack down on predatory lenders who are
seeking to take advantage of them.

We passed laws to protect consumers from
unfair rate hikes and abusive fees leveled by
many credit card companies, a law that will
eliminate waste in our defense budget and
save taxpayers billions of dollars. And after de-
cades of opposition, we passed legislation that
will prevent tobacco companies from market-
ing to our children.

It’s not bad for 6 months. So we should feel
proud for what we’ve accomplished, but we
can’t be satisfied. We should feel confident in
the future, but not complacent. We can’t be
content with the present. Not when there are
workers that are still worried about losing their
jobs or their homes or their health care. Not
when there are so many children out there
who aren’t getting the skills that they need to
compete in the 21st century. Not when justice
is still elusive for too many in our society.

This is when it gets hard. This is when the
criticism gets louder, when the pundits grow
impatient, when cynicism seeks to reassert it-
self. This is when we hear the same voices ad-
vocating the same policies that got us into this

mess in the first place. This is where we hear
that change just isn’t possible.

So this is exactly the moment when we need
to fight the hardest. This is going to be the
time when we need to band together and
when we decide we’re going to do what’s right
for the country and deliver the change that we
promised when I was elected last November. 

Now is the time to build the schools that
meet high standards and close the achieve-
ment gap and prepare our kids for the chal-
lenges of the 21st century. This is where we
start rewarding teachers for performance and
create new pathways for advancement. And
this is when we start reaching that goal that
I’ve set for 2020 that we once again are going
to have the highest college graduation rates of
any advanced country in the world because we
know that’s what it’s going to take to compete
in a 21st-century economy.

Now is the time when we’re going to pass
comprehensive energy legislation that caps
carbon emissions and creates energy efficiency
and millions of new jobs. On Friday, the
House of Representatives took a historic vote
and ignored the naysayers and said we are go-
ing to reach for the future and not look back-
wards, not cling to the past.

I don’t know about you, but I have never
looked at a American history book that praised
America for not taking a chance. That said:
The thing that really stands out about America
is we just stood pat back in the agricultural era.
When things were getting industrial, we decid-
ed no, we’re not going to change. When the in-
dustrial era started moving into the informa-
tion era—no, no, no, no, we can’t handle the
Internet; we’re not going to do that.

That’s not who America is. You keep on
hearing these folks making these arguments
about how we’ve got to be fearful of the fu-
ture. I’m not interested in being afraid of the
future. I’m interested in seizing the future for
our children and our grandchildren, and that’s
what this bill is about.

Now is the time for us to finally do some-
thing about health care. We have been talking
about it enough; we have had commissions; we
have had white papers; we have had blue
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ribbons. We have talked about it and talked
about it, and now it’s time to act.

And for those who would oppose our efforts,
just turn to them and say, “Is there any way for
you to defend the status quo?” And you’ll hear a
bunch of muttering and yammering, and they’ll
say, “Well, well, we agree with reform too.”
Okay, if you agree with reform, then step up,
because we know that right now, families are
being crushed by the cost of health care. Right
now, businesses are being crushed by the cost
of health care. Right now, our government is
going bankrupt at the State and Federal level
because of health care. Right now, 46 million
people are without insurance.

Right now there’s a woman in Wisconsin that
I had a chance to meet who’s got breast cancer
and two small children. She’s 36 years old. She
had a job; her husband has a job. She’s got
health insurance, and she still has $50,000 in
debt. And instead of worrying about how to get
well, all she can think about is whether she’s go-
ing to be leaving a legacy of debt to her family if
she doesn’t survive this cancer.

That’s not the kind of country that any of us
are willing to accept. We know we can do bet-
ter. And so I am saying to Congress and I’m say-
ing to the American people, don’t be afraid. Let
us step forward. We know what needs to hap-
pen. We know that if we start applying com-
monsense rules to raise quality and reduce
costs, that we can have a health care system that
is uniquely American but finally provides cover-
age for all and is sustainable for the long term.
You’re going to help us make this happen. It’s
going to happen this year. We are going to have
health care this year. We’re going to have health
care this year. [Applause] We’re going to have
health care this year.

We are going to have health care this year,
we are going to reform the financial industry
this year, and we are going to get energy done
this year. And we are going to—and then we got
a whole ’nother year after that. [Laughter]

But you’ve heard the argument. People say,
oh, this is overload; we can’t do this much. And
I keep on trying to explain to people, I don’t do
this just for fun. [Laughter] If the health care
system was working, we wouldn’t remake it. If
we weren’t dependent on foreign oil and watch-

ing the Arctic Circle melt, then we wouldn’t go
to the trouble of passing a energy bill. The nay-
sayers seem to think somehow that we can just
keep on doing what we’re doing, and the Amer-
ican people understand we can’t.

But, the American people are also justifiably
concerned about how change is going to come
about. And that’s completely understandable
because we are going through the toughest eco-
nomic times in our living memory. And most of
the people here enjoy great good fortune.
There are a whole lot of folks out there who are
just barely hanging on. And so when they hear
the fearmongerers suggesting that this is going
to cost them more money or this is going to cost
them jobs or their health care is going to be tak-
en away from them, and this is all a plot to grow
the government, of course they take pause be-
cause, you know, they haven’t been given a real
fair shake for quite some time, and Washington
hasn’t been working for them, and most of the
legislation that’s coming out of this town has
been a bait-and-switch on them. They’ve been
promised one thing, and they’ve gotten some-
thing else. So I understand why there’s going to
be some skepticism out there.

And by the way, this stuff is not going to be
easy. There are going to be bumps in the road,
and there are going to be times where people
get impatient. There are going to be times
where folks lose heart. There are going to be
times where we feel like maybe we bit off too
much, and we can’t get to our goal.

And when we have those times, I just want
you to know that that all sounds pretty familiar,
doesn’t it? Because when Tim announced that
he was supporting my campaign, the odds of us
getting that done were a lot higher than the
odds of getting health care done or the odds of
getting energy done or the odds of reforming
our financial institutions.

I want everybody here to understand that at
this moment we have the opportunity to seize
the future. And as painful as that is sometimes
and as difficult as that is sometimes, it is inher-
ent in the American spirit that we go forward,
we don’t look backwards. That’s what this party
is about; that’s what this administration is about.
You’ve proven that’s what you’re about. So help
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me. We’re going to get there for the American
people. 

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:08 p.m. at the
Mandarin Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Jane Stetson, national finance chair, Demo-
cratic National Committee; Penny S. Pritzker,
chairman and founder, Pritzker Realty Group,

in her former capacity as national finance chair
of the President’s 2008 election campaign; An-
drew Tobias, treasurer, Democratic National
Committee; and Gov. Timothy M. Kaine of
Virginia, in his capacity as chairman, Demo-
cratic National Committee, and his wife Anne
Holton. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 30.

Remarks on Community Service Programs
June 30, 2009

The President. Thank you very much. Well,
it is wonderful to see all these do-gooders in
one room. [Laughter] And it is always a dan-
gerous thing trying to follow Geoffrey Canada.
[Laughter] But I thank you all for being here.

Withdrawal of U.S. Troops From Iraq

Before we begin the subject of today’s gath-
ering, I want to say a few words about an im-
portant milestone that we’ve reached in Iraq.
Today American troops have transferred con-
trol of all Iraqi cities and towns to Iraq’s Gov-
ernment and security forces. And this transi-
tion was agreed to last year as part of our status
of forces agreement with the sovereign Iraqi
Government. It’s a part of our strategy to re-
sponsibly end the war by removing all Ameri-
can combat brigades from Iraq by next Sep-
tember and all of our troops from Iraq by the
end of 2011.

So the Iraqi people are rightly treating this
day as a cause for celebration. This is an im-
portant step forward, as a sovereign and united
Iraq continues to take control of its own desti-
ny. And with this progress comes responsibili-
ty. Iraq’s future is in the hands of its own peo-
ple, and Iraq’s leaders must now make some
hard choices necessary to resolve key political
questions, to advance opportunity, and to pro-
vide security for their towns and their cities. In
this effort, America will be a strong partner to
the Iraqi people on behalf of their security and
prosperity.

Now, make no mistake: There will be diffi-
cult days ahead. We know that the violence in
Iraq will continue. We see that already in the

senseless bombing in Kirkuk earlier today.
And there are those who will test Iraq’s securi-
ty forces and the resolve of the Iraqi people
through more sectarian bombings and the
murder of innocent civilians. But I’m confi-
dent that those forces will fail. The future be-
longs to those who build, not those who de-
stroy. And today’s transition is further proof
that those who have tried to pull Iraq into the
abyss of disunion and civil war are on the
wrong side of history.

Finally, the very fact that Iraqis are cele-
brating this day is a testament to the courage,
the capability, and commitment of every single
American who has served in Iraq. That’s worth
applauding. Through tour after tour of duty,
our troops have overcome every obstacle to ex-
tend this precious opportunity to the Iraqi
people. These women and men are not always
in the headlines, but they’re in our hearts and
prayers, and we will forever honor their self-
less service and sacrifice, as well as the service
and sacrifice of their families. And there is
more work to be done, but we’ve made impor-
tant progress in supporting a sovereign, stable,
and self-reliant Iraq. And everyone who’s
served there, both in uniform as well as our ci-
vilians, deserves our thanks.

Now, it’s fitting that we’re here today to talk
about what each of us can do to lift up this Na-
tion, because our troops’ sacrifice challenges
all of us to do what we can do to be better citi-
zens. That’s what the people that you’ve heard
from already are doing every single day.

So I want to start off thanking Geoffrey
Canada, Robert Chambers, Pat Chris-
ten—who’s here with one of Hope Lab’s
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student testers, Richard Ross—Richard, wave
to everybody—[laughter]—for speaking with us
about the extraordinary work their organiza-
tions are doing in their communities. And I
want to thank Richard and Vanessa Nunez for
sharing their stories with us today. Thank you
very much. You both clearly have very bright fu-
tures ahead of you.

I want to acknowledge our outstanding Edu-
cation Secretary, Arne Duncan. He’s worth giv-
ing a round of applause. As well as, if I’m not
mistaken, Congressman Jim Moran is here.
There he is, right here in the front, with his
daughter Dorothy. I want to thank Steve Gold-
smith for moderating. We were discussing the
fact that at Harvard—Vanessa, you were
there—how long ago was that? Fifteen years
ago? We were together on a conference talking
about this very issue. And so it’s nice to see
Steve, one of the outstanding mayors at the
time and now continuing to do great work help-
ing people to think about how we can all fulfill
our civic responsibilities more effectively. So
thank you very much.

I also want to thank Dave Cieslewicz—I want
to make sure I say that properly—of Madison,
Wisconsin, and Mayor Sara Presler of Flagstaff,
Arizona, for their commitment as well. Please
give them a big round of applause. 

And finally, I want to thank all of you here to-
day for everything you’re doing to find new so-
lutions to some of our oldest, toughest prob-
lems. I know what you do is not easy. I know
that for many of you, the hours are long, the pay
could be better, let’s face it. But I also know the
difference that each of you make. I know the
lives that you change every single day. You
teach us that there’s no such thing as a lost
cause if you’re willing to be creative and chal-
lenge the conventional wisdom and take some
risks; if you’re willing to try, and fail, and then
try again until you find something that works.
And today I want to recognize that pioneering
spirit and thank you all for the contributions
that you’re making to our communities.

What you all do is important in any year. But
at this particular moment, when we’re facing
challenges unlike any we’ve seen in our life-
time, it’s absolutely critical, because while we’re
working hard to rebuild our economy and help

people who are struggling, let’s face it, there’s
only so much that Washington can do. Govern-
ment can’t do everything and be everywhere,
nor should it be.

For example, Government can help rebuild
schools—and Arne Duncan is working as hard
as anybody—but we need new ways to teach
our children and train our teachers and get par-
ents more involved in their children’s educa-
tion. Government can reform our health care
system, but we need innovative approaches to
help people manage their illnesses and lead
healthier lives. Government can invest in clean
energy, but we need new initiatives to get peo-
ple to train for green jobs and make their homes
and offices more energy efficient.

So if anyone out there is waiting for Govern-
ment to solve all their problems, they’re going
to be disappointed. Because ultimately, the best
solutions don’t come from the top-down, not
from Washington, they come from the bottom-
up in each and every one of our communities.

As some of you know, I first saw this years
ago when I worked as a community organizer in
Chicago—neighborhoods devastated by steel
plant closings. And I spent hours going door to
door, meeting with anyone who would talk to
me, asking people about their struggles and
what an organization could do to help. And it
was slow, laborious going. We had plenty of set-
backs and failed more often than we succeeded.
But we listened to the people in the community
and we learned from them and got them en-
gaged and got them involved. And slowly, block
by block, we began to turn those neighborhoods
around, fighting for job training and better
housing and more opportunity for young peo-
ple.

The lesson I learned then still holds true to-
day: That folks who are struggling don’t simply
need more Government bureaucracy; that top-
down, one-size-fits-all program usually doesn’t
end up fitting anybody. People don’t need
somebody out in Washington to tell them how
to solve their problems, especially when the
best solutions are often right there in their own
neighborhoods, just waiting to be discovered.

So right now, in communities across Ameri-
ca, people are hard at work developing and run-
ning programs that could be the next Harlem
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Children’s Zone or the next Genesys Works or
the next Hope Lab—and idealistic young peo-
ple like Wendy Kopp who refused to listen to
skeptics years ago and pushed ahead to bring
her vision for Teach for America to life.

We’ve got young-at-heart people like Rob-
ert Chambers, who finish out careers in busi-
ness or health care or education, and instead
of transitioning into retirement, they’re just
too busy, they’re too restless, so they come
back for an encore, plowing a lifetime of expe-
rience into helping people in need. We’ve got
people from all backgrounds, all walks of life
succeeding where others have failed, getting
real, measurable results, changing the way we
think about some of our toughest problems.

The bottom line is clear: Solutions to Amer-
ica’s challenges are being developed every day
at the grass roots, and Government shouldn’t
be supplanting those efforts, it should be sup-
porting those efforts. Instead of wasting tax-
payer money on programs that are obsolete or
ineffective, Government should be seeking out
creative, results-oriented programs like the
ones here today and helping them replicate
their efforts across America.

So if the Harlem’s Children’s Zone can turn
around neighborhoods in New York, then why
not Detroit or San Antonio or Los Angeles or
Indianapolis? If Bonnie CLAC can help work-
ing people purchase cars and manage their fi-
nances in New Hampshire, then they can
probably do it in Vermont or all across New
England or all across America.

Now, it’s not going to be easy to scale up
some of these great ideas. If it was easy, you
would have already done it, and you wouldn’t
be here today, except maybe to just check out
the White House. [Laughter] It’s hard, but it’s
also critical. And it’s absolutely possible, if
we’re willing to work together to give organi-
zations like these the resources they need to
reach their fullest potential and have their full-
est impact, and if we’re able to ensure that
best practices are shared all across the coun-
try, that we’ve set up a strong network of ideas.
And that’s precisely the idea behind the $50
million innovation fund included in the Ed-
ward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, an ini-
tiative designed to assist community solutions

like these that we’re asking Congress to fund
this year.

We’re going to use this fund to find the
most promising nonprofits in America. We’ll
examine their data and rigorously evaluate
their outcomes. We’ll invest in those with the
best results that are most likely to provide a
good return on our taxpayer dollars. And we’ll
require that they get matching investments
from the private sector, from businesses and
foundations and philanthropists, to make those
taxpayer dollars go even further.

And today I’m announcing that I’ll be ask-
ing Melody Barnes, who is our Director of the
Domestic Policy Council, and our innovation
team to lead this process, traveling across the
country to discover and evaluate the very best
programs in our communities.

And we won’t just be looking at the usual
suspects in the usual places. We won’t just be
seeking the programs that everybody already
knows about, but we also want to find those
hidden gems that haven’t yet gotten the atten-
tion they deserve. And we’ll be looking in all
sorts of communities, rural, urban, and subur-
ban, in every region of this country, because
we know that great ideas and outstanding pro-
grams are everywhere, and it’s up to us to find
them.

We’re going to take this new approach, this
new way of doing business, Government-wide.
So we’ve already set up a What Works Fund at
the Department of Education, $650 million in
the Recovery Act that we’ll be investing in the
most successful, highest impact initiatives in
our school districts and communities. It’s not
just going to be the usual formulas here. From
pioneering teacher training programs and ef-
forts to bring new technologies into our
schools, to early learning programs and pro-
grams to help at-risk kids, these are the kinds
of initiatives that Arne and his staff at the De-
partment are looking to support.

At the Department of Health and Human
Services, we’re working on a new home-visit-
ing initiative connecting nurses and other
trained professionals with at-risk families to
ensure that children get a healthy, safe, and
smart start to life. We’ll be seeking out the
very best programs to achieve those
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goals—ones with the strongest record of suc-
cess—and we’ll test promising approaches to
see what works and what doesn’t.

So all of this represents a new kind of part-
nership between government and the nonprofit
sector, but I can tell you right now, that part-
nership isn’t complete and it won’t be success-
ful without help from the private sector. And
that’s why I’m glad that there are some deep
pockets in the audience here—[laugh-
ter]—foundations, corporations, and individu-
als. You need to be part of this effort as well,
and that’s my challenge to the private sector to-
day.

Our nonprofits can provide the solutions.
Our Government can rigorously evaluate these
solutions and invest limited taxpayer dollars in
ones that work, but we need those of you from
the private sector to step up as well. We need
you to provide that critical seed capital to
launch these ideas. We need you to provide
those matching funds to help them grow, and
we need you to serve as a partner, providing
strategic advice and other resources to help
them succeed. If we work together, if we all go
all in here, think about the difference we can
make. Think about the impact we could have
with just the organizations represented in this
room.

We’ve got Jim McCorkell here from Admis-
sion Possible, a group that helps promising
young people from low-income families attend
college. Ninety-nine percent of the Admission
Possible class of 2008 got into college—99 per-
cent. Where’s Jim? Where’s Jim? There he is,
back there. The vast majority stay in college and
earn their degrees. Admission Possible operates
in just two States now. So imagine if it was 10 or
20 or 50.

We’ve got Alfa Demmellash here from Ris-
ing Tide Capital. Where is Alfa? Right over
there. Did I pronounce your name right? 

Alfa Demmellash. Yes, you did.
The President. Good. When your name is

Barack Obama, you’re sensitive to these things.
[Laughter] So Alfa is with Rising Tide Capital,

an organization that helps struggling mom-and-
pop entrepreneurs get loans, run their business-
es, and improve their profit margins. Seventy
percent of their clients are single moms; all of
them rely on their businesses to support their
families. And so far Rising Tide has helped 250
businessowners in the State of New Jersey. So
imagine if they could help 500 or 1,000 or more
all across America.

If we empower organizations like these, think
about the number of young people like Vanessa
and Richard whose lives we can change, the
number of families whose livelihoods we can
boost, the number of struggling communities
we can bring back to life.

In the end, that’s what this effort is about. It’s
not about the old partisan lines in the sand. We
know there’s nothing Democratic or Republi-
can about just doing what works. So we want to
cast aside worn ideological debates and focus on
what really helps people in their daily lives.
That’s what each and every one of you are doing
all across America. For that, I honor you, I
thank you, and I look forward to working with
you in the days and months and years ahead to
address the urgent challenges of our time.

So thank you very much, everybody. Good
luck.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:21 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Geoffrey Canada, president and
chief executive officer, Harlem Children’s
Zone; Robert Chambers, president and co-
founder, Bonnie CLAC; Pat Christen, president
and chief executive officer, and Richard Ross,
tester, Hope Lab; Vanessa Nunez, participant,
Genesys Works; former Mayor Steve Goldsmith
of Indianapolis, IN; Mayor Dave Cieslewicz of
Madison, WI; Wendy Kopp, founder and chief
executive officer, Teach for America; Jim Mc-
Corkell, founder and chief executive officer,
Admission Possible; and Alfa Demmellash,
founder and chief executive officer, Rising Tide
Capital.
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Statement on Senator-Elect Al Franken’s Certification as Winner of the
2008 Minnesota Senatorial Race
June 30, 2009

I look forward to working with Senator-
elect Franken to build a new foundation for
growth and prosperity by lowering health care

costs and investing in the kind of clean energy
jobs and industries that will help America lead
in the 21st century.

Statement on a Meeting on the 1976 Influenza Outbreak
June 30, 2009

Today I joined Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, Education Sec-
retary Arne Duncan, Homeland Security Ad-
viser John Brennan, and other senior advisers
to meet with a select group of individuals who

could speak knowledgeably about the lessons
learned from the 1976 influenza so that we can
further prepare this Nation for the possibility
of a more severe outbreak of H1N1 flu.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Concerning a
Review of the Performance of Bolivia and Ecuador as Set Forth in the
Andean Trade Preference Act
June 30, 2009

Dear __________:

Pursuant to section 208(b) of the Andean
Trade Preference Act, as amended (ATPA)
(19 U.S.C. 3206(b)), I am pleased to transmit
the attached report. The report sets out my
determinations based on a review of the per-
formance of Bolivia and Ecuador with respect
to the ATPA’s eligibility criteria and a summa-
ry of the developments and concerns that exist
in four key areas reflecting the criteria set
forth in the ATPA.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Max S.
Baucus, chairman, and Charles E. Grassley,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Fi-
nance; and Charles B. Rangel, chairman, and
David L. Camp, ranking member, House
Committee on Ways and Means.
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Appendix A—Digest of Other White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary
and not included elsewhere in this book.

January 20
In the afternoon, in Statuary Hall at the U.S.

Capitol, the President and Mrs. Obama partici-
pated in the Inaugural luncheon. Later, they at-
tended the Inaugural parade.

In the evening, at the Washington Conven-
tion Center, the President and Mrs. Obama at-
tended and made remarks at the Neighborhood
Ball. During the ball, he participated in an in-
terview with Robin Roberts of ABC News.
They then attended and made remarks at the
Obama Home State Ball.

Later in the evening, at the National Building
Museum, the President and Mrs. Obama at-
tended and made remarks at the Commander-
in-Chief Ball. Then, at the Hilton Washington
Hotel Center, they attended and made remarks
at the Youth Ball. Later, at the Washington
Convention Center, they attended and made
remarks at the Biden Home State Ball followed
by the Mid Atlantic Region Ball.

January 21
In the morning, at the Washington Conven-

tion Center, the President and Mrs. Bush at-
tended and made remarks at the West/South-
western Regional Ball followed by the Midwest-
ern Regional Ball. Later, at the DC Armory,
they attended and made remarks at the South-
ern Regional Ball. Then, at Union Station, they
attended and made remarks at the Eastern Re-
gional Ball.

Later in the morning, the President met with
White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel.
Then, at the National Cathedral, he and Mrs.
Obama attended a national prayer service with
Vice President Joe Biden and his wife Jill and
former President William J. Clinton and Secre-
tary of State-designate Hillary Rodham Clinton.
Later, he had separate conversations with King
Abdullah II of Jordan, Prime Minister Ehud Ol-

mert of Israel, President Mohamed Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt, and President Mahmoud
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority. 

In the afternoon, the President had an intelli-
gence briefing and met with his economic ad-
visers. Later, in the Situation Room, he and
Vice President Joe Biden met with the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Secretary of Defense Robert M.
Gates, General Raymond T. Odierno, USA,
commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq, and General David H. Petraeus,
USA, commander, U.S. Central Command, to
discuss the military operations in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

In the evening, in the Map Room, Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court John G. Roberts, Jr.,
readministered the oath of office to the Presi-
dent. Later, at the DC Armory, he and Mrs.
Obama attended and made remarks at the
Obama for America Staff Ball.

January 22
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. Later, he had an economic
briefing. He then met with senior White House
staff.

Later in the morning, the President met with
retired military officers.

In the afternoon, at the State Department,
the President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, National Security Adviser James L. Jones,
Jr., and Deputy National Security Adviser Tom
Donilon. 

Later in the afternoon, the President toured
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House.

January 23
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing followed by a National Security
Council meeting. Later, he had an economic
briefing. Then, in the Cabinet Room, he met
with bipartisan congressional leaders.

In the afternoon, the President had a
telephone conversation with Sen. Kirsten
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Gillibrand of New York to congratulate her on
her recent congressional appointment.

January 24
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. He then had an economic
briefing.

During the day, the President met with his
economic advisers.

January 26
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. He then had an economic
briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, the
President met with Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton and the U.S. Special Envoy
to the Middle East George J. Mitchell. Then,
in the Map Room, he participated in an inter-
view with Hisham Melhem of Al Arabiya Tele-
vision.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with President Dmit-
ry A. Medvedev of Russia, President Nicolas
Sarkozy of France, Chancellor Angela Merkel
of Germany, and President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva of Brazil.

In the evening, the President participated in
a swearing-in ceremony for Secretary of the
Treasury Timothy F. Geithner.

January 27
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. He then had an economic
briefing in which he met with Secretary of the
Treasury Timothy F. Geithner and National
Economic Council Director Lawrence H.
Summers. 

In the afternoon, at the U.S. Capitol, the
President met with the House Republican
Conference. He then met with the Senate Re-
publican Conference. Later, he had separate
telephone conversations with Prime Minister
Kevin M. Rudd of Australia and President Al-
varo Uribe Velez of Colombia.

January 28
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. Then, in the Oval Office, he
had an economic briefing in which he met

with Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F.
Geithner, National Economic Council Direc-
tor Lawrence H. Summers, and Chairman of
the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory
Board Paul A. Volcker. Later, he had a meet-
ing with his senior advisers.

Later in the morning, in the Roosevelt
Room, the President met with business lead-
ers and chief executive officers.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Arlington, VA, where, at the Pentagon, he,
Vice President Joe Biden, and National Secu-
rity Adviser James L. Jones, Jr., met with Sec-
retary of Defense Robert M. Gates and the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. He then met with U.S.
military personnel.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Kgalema
Motlanthe of South Africa.

In the evening, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Gov. Mickey D.
Beebe of Arkansas and Gov. Steven L. Bes-
hear of Kentucky to discuss the severe winter
storm affecting both States. He then hosted a
dinner party for Republican congressional
leaders. Later, he had a telephone conversa-
tion with Prime Minister Taro Aso of Japan.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will travel to Canada on February 19.

The President announced that he has
named Daniel J. Meltzer as Principal Deputy
White House Counsel and Deputy Assistant to
the President.

The President announced that he has
named Mary DeRosa as Deputy Counsel to
the President for National Security Affairs and
Legal Advisor to the National Security Coun-
cil.

The President announced that he has
named Neal S. Wolin as Deputy Counsel to
the President for Economic Policy and Depu-
ty Assistant to the President.

The President announced that he has
named Norman L. Eisen as Special Counsel to
the President for Ethics and Government Re-
form.

The President announced that he has
named Kendall C. Burman as Associate Coun-
sel to the President.
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The President announced that he has named
Susan Davies as Associate Counsel to the Presi-
dent.

The President announced that he has named
Karen Dunn as Associate Counsel to the Presi-
dent.

The President announced that he has named
Danielle Gray as Associate Counsel to the Pres-
ident.

The President announced that he has named
Michael Gottlieb as Associate Counsel to the
President.

The President announced that he has named
Roberto J. Gonzalez as Associate Counsel to the
President.

The President announced that he has named
Virginia Canter as Associate Counsel to the
President.

The President announced that he has named
Caroline Krass as Associate Counsel to the
President for National Security Affairs.

The President announced that he has named
Jonathan Kravis as Associate Counsel to the
President.

The President announced that he has named
Trevor Morrison as Associate Counsel to the
President for National Security Affairs.

The President announced that he has named
Alison J. Nathan as Associate Counsel to the
President.

The President announced that he has named
Kate Shaw as Associate Counsel to the Presi-
dent.

The President announced that he has named
Susan S. Sher as Associate Counsel to the Presi-
dent and Counsel to the First Lady.

The President announced that he has named
Christian A. Weideman as Associate Counsel to
the President.

The President announced that he has named
Ian Bassin as Deputy Associate Counsel to the
President.

The President announced that he has named
Rashad Hussain as Deputy Associate Counsel
to the President.

The President announced that he has named
Blake Roberts as Deputy Associate Counsel to
the President.

The President announced that he has named
Jason G. Green as Deputy Associate Counsel to
the President.

The President announced that he has named
Diana Farrell as Deputy Director of the Na-
tional Economic Council.

The President announced that he has named
Jason Furman as Deputy Director of the Na-
tional Economic Council.

The President announced that he has named
David P. Agnew as Deputy Director for the Of-
fice of Intergovernmental Affairs.

The President announced that he has named
Shaun McGrath as Deputy Director for the Of-
fice of Intergovernmental Affairs.

The President declared an emergency in Ar-
kansas and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local response efforts in the area
struck by a severe winter storm beginning on
January 26 and continuing.

The President declared an emergency in
Kentucky and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local response efforts
in the area struck by a severe winter storm be-
ginning on January 27 and continuing.

January 29
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to Bethesda, MD, where they
visited the Sidwell Friends School. Later, in the
State Dining Room, they participated in a re-
ception to celebrate the signing of S. 181, the
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009.

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing followed by an economic
briefing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Vice President Joe Biden
and Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F.
Geithner. Later, also in the Oval Office, he met
with Vice President Joe Biden and Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton.

January 30
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing followed by an economic brief-
ing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met with
his senior advisers. Later, he had a telephone
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conversation with President Hu Jintao of Chi-
na.

In the afternoon, in the Situation Room, the
President met with senior noncommissioned
officers.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Prime Minister
Stephen Harper of Canada, King Abdallah bin
Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia, Prime
Minister Gordon Brown of the United King-
dom, and Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of
the United Nations. He also met with Secre-
tary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Gov. Jeremiah W.
“Jay” Nixon of Missouri to discuss the winter
storm affecting the State.

The President declared a major disaster in
Washington and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by a severe winter storm, land-
slides, mudslides, and flooding from January
6–16.

The President declared an emergency in
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts in the ar-
ea struck by a severe winter storm beginning
on January 26 and continuing.

January 31
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. 
In the evening, at the Capital Hilton Hotel,

the President and Mrs. Obama attended the
Alfalfa Club dinner.

February 1
In the evening, the President and Mrs.

Obama hosted a National Football League’s
Super Bowl party for Members of Congress.

February 2
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.
Later, he had separate telephone conversa-
tions with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki and
President Jalal Talabani of Iraq.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden met

with Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.
Later, in the Roosevelt Room, he and Vice
President Biden met with congressional lead-
ership to discuss financial legislation.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Lee
Myung-bak of South Korea. 

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ronald C. Sims to be Deputy Secre-
tary at the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

February 3
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Obama visited the Capital City Public Charter
School, where they met with students and read
to one of the classes. Later, in the Oval Office,
he participated in separate interviews with
Charles Gibson of ABC News, Brian Williams
of NBC News, Katie Couric of CBS News, An-
derson Cooper of Cable News Network, and
Chris Wallace of FOX News.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Gov. Charles J.
Crist, Jr., of Florida, Gov. Arnold A. Schwar-
zenegger of California, and Gov. M. Jodi Rell
of Connecticut to discuss his economic recov-
ery plan and financial legislation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate L. Tammy Duckworth to be Assis-
tant Secretary of Public and Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

February 4
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an economic briefing followed
by an intelligence briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office,
the President met with Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton and U.S. Special Envoy
for Middle East Peace George J. Mitchell.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President Joe
Biden. Later, at the Newseum, he attended
the Senate Democratic retreat. 
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Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President met with Secretary of the Interior
Kenneth L. Salazar.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Obama attended the House Democratic Cau-
cus leadership cocktail reception.

February 5
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, White House Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs informed the President
that Supreme Court Associate Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg had surgery for pancreatic can-
cer. Later, in the Oval Office, he and Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden met with Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he and Vice President Biden met
with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton.

In the evening, the President traveled to Wil-
liamsburg, VA. Later, he returned to Washing-
ton, DC.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kentucky and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by a severe winter storm and
flooding beginning on January 26 and continu-
ing.

February 6
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers. Later, in
the East Room, he and Chairman of the Presi-
dent’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board Paul
A. Volcker introduced the members of the Pres-
ident’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board.

In the afternoon, the President met with
family members of victims of the September 11,
2001, terrorist attacks and the USS Cole terror-
ist attack.

In the evening, at the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, the President, Mrs.
Obama, and their daughters Sasha and Malia at-
tended a performance by the Alvin Ailey Amer-
ican Dance Theater.

The President announced that he has named
Jodi Archambault Gillette as Deputy Associate
Director of the Office of Intergovernmental Af-
fairs.

The President announced that he has named
Nicholas Rathod as Deputy Associate Director
of the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.

The President announced that he has named
Michael Blake as Deputy Associate Director of
the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.

The President declared a major disaster in
Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by a severe winter storm beginning on
January 26 and continuing.

February 7
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President, Mrs. Obama,

and their daughters Sasha and Malia traveled to
Camp David, MD.

February 8
In the afternoon, the President, Mrs. Obama,

and their daughters Sasha and Malia returned
to Washington, DC.

February 9
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. He then met with senior
White House staff. Later, he traveled to South
Bend, IN.

Later in the morning, the President traveled
to Elkhart, IN.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Kevin
M. Rudd of Australia to offer his condolences
for the loss of life due to the wildfires in Victoria
and offered U.S. assistance to the Australian
Government and citizens affected by the fires.

February 10
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing followed by an economic brief-
ing. Later, he traveled to Fort Myers, FL.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC. Later, in the State Dining
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Room, he met with members of the Demo-
cratic Blue Dog Coalition.

February 11
In the morning, the President had separate

telephone conversations Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi of Italy and President Asif Ali
Zardari of Pakistan. Then, in the Oval Office,
he had an intelligence briefing followed by a
meeting with his senior advisers. Later, he
traveled to Springfield, VA.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC. Later, he had a telephone
conversation with President Shimon Peres of
Israel. Then, in the Oval Office, he met with
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Gov. Brad Hen-
ry and Sens. James M. Inhofe and Thomas A.
Coburn of Oklahoma to discuss the February
10 tornadoes that struck the State and offered
his condolences and support to the victims of
the tornadoes. He also met with Rep. John D.
Dingell, Jr., to congratulate him and thank him
for his service as the longest serving Member
of the House of Representatives.

February 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by a meeting with his senior advisers. Then, al-
so in the Oval Office, he met with Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
East Peoria, IL, where he visited a Caterpillar,
Inc., plant. Later, he traveled to Springfield,
IL, arriving in the evening.

Later in the evening, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC.

February 13
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by a meeting with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President Joe
Biden. He then had a telephone conversation
with King Juan Carlos I of Spain to discuss
Spain-U.S. relations. Later, he, Mrs. Obama,
and their daughters Sasha and Malia traveled
to their home in Chicago, IL.

February 14
In the morning, at the Obama home in Chi-

cago, IL, the President had an intelligence
briefing.

February 15
The President declared a major disaster in

Oklahoma and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by severe storms and tornadoes on
February 10 and 11.

February 16
In the morning, the President, Mrs. Obama,

and their daughters Sasha and Malia returned
to Washington, DC, arriving in the afternoon.

Later in the afternoon, the President had
separate telephone conversations with Presi-
dent Abdullah Gul and Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey.

February 17
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. Later, he traveled to Denver,
CO, arriving in the afternoon, where he was
joined by Vice President Joe Biden.

Later in the afternoon, at the Denver Muse-
um of Nature and Science, the President and
Vice President Biden toured the museum’s so-
lar panel installation. Later, he traveled to
Phoenix, AZ.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will meet with Prime Minister Taro Aso
of Japan at the White House on February 24.

The President declared a major disaster in
Oklahoma and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
eas struck by severe winter storms from Janu-
ary 26–28.

The President declared a major disaster in
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
eas struck by severe winter storms from Janu-
ary 26–28.

The President declared a major disaster in
Tennessee and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
eas struck by winter storms and flooding from
January 27–31.
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February 18
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. He then traveled to Mesa, AZ.
Later, he returned to Washington, DC, arriving
in the afternoon.

February 19
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. Later, he traveled to Ottawa,
Canada, where, in the Canada Reception Cen-
tre at Ottawa International Airport, he met with
Governor General Michaelle Jean of Canada.
He then traveled to Parliament Hill, where, in
the Rotunda, he was greeted by Prime Minister
Stephen Harper of Canada and Parliament offi-
cials.

Later in the morning, in the Rotunda, the
President signed guest books.

In the afternoon, in the Prime Minister’s of-
fice, the President met with Prime Minister
Harper. Then, in the Senate Dining Room, he
had a working lunch with Prime Minister Harp-
er. Later, he traveled to By Ward Market. 

Later in the afternoon, the President re-
turned to Ottawa International Airport, where,
in the Canada Reception Centre, he met with
Liberal Party of Canada leader Michael Ignati-
eff. Later, he met with U.S. Embassy staff and
their families. He then returned to Washington,
DC, arriving in the evening.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Adolfo Carrion as White House Direc-
tor of Urban Affairs.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Derek Douglas as Special Assistant to
the President for Urban Affairs.

February 20
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Later, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President Joe
Biden.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Mary Wakefield as Administrator of the
Health Resources and Services Administration.

February 21
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing.
During the day, the President, Mrs. Obama,

and their daughter Malia traveled to Kensing-
ton, MD. Later, they returned to Washington,
DC.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Prime Minister Gordon
Brown of the United Kingdom to the White
House on March 3.

February 22
In the evening, in the State Dining Room,

the President and Mrs. Obama attended the
2009 National Governors Association dinner
followed by entertainment in the East Room.

February 23
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing.

In the evening, the President met with actor
and human rights activist George Clooney,
United Nations Messenger of Peace, to discuss
his recent visit to Chad, Africa.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kathleen A. Merrigan to be Deputy
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jonathan Z. Cannon to be Deputy
Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Seth D. Harris to be Deputy Secre-
tary of the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Morton to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment at the Department of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ashton Carter to be Under Secretary
of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Lo-
gistics at the Department of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate April Boyd to be Assistant Secretary
for Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs at
the Department of Commerce.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas L. Strickland to be Assistant
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Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks at
the Department of the Interior.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Earl E. Devaney as Chair of the Re-
covery Accountability and Transparency
Board.

February 24
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.

February 25
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Democratic congressional leadership.
Later, in the Oval Office, he met with Secre-
tary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner and
the chairmen and ranking members of the
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs and the House Committee on
Financial Services. He then participated in a
National Security Council meeting.

In the evening, in the East Room, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Obama hosted the “Stevie
Wonder in Performance at the White House:
The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize”
event, where he presented Stevie Wonder
with the Gershwin Prize for Popular Song.

February 26
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by a meeting with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President Joe
Biden. Later, in the State Dining Room, he
met with the Congressional Black Caucus.
Then, in the Oval Office, he and Vice Presi-
dent Biden met with Secretary of the Treasury
Timothy F. Geithner followed by a meeting
with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton.

Later in the afternoon, in the Blue Room,
the President met with the National Basket-
ball Association’s Chicago Bulls.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Michel
Sleiman of Lebanon. He also met with Ambas-
sador Stephen W. Bosworth, Special Repre-
sentative for North Korea Policy.

In the evening, the President met with bi-
partisan congressional leadership to discuss his
plan to draw down U.S. military forces in Iraq.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will welcome Prime Minister Brian Cow-
en of Ireland to the White House on March
17.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will meet with Prime Minister Kevin M.
Rudd of Australia at the White House on
March 24.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jim Miller to be Principal Deputy
Under Secretary for Policy at the Department
of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lt. Gen. Wallace “Chip” Gregson,
Jr., USMC (Ret.), to be Assistant Secretary for
Asian and Pacific Security Affairs at the De-
partment of Defense.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Jeffrey S. Crowley as the Director of
Office of National AIDS Policy.

February 27
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an economic briefing. He then
traveled to Camp Lejeune, NC. While en
route aboard Air Force One, he had an intelli-
gence briefing followed by a telephone con-
versation with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
of Iraq to discuss his plan to draw down U.S.
military forces in Iraq and to reach an agree-
ment with Prime Minister Maliki to receive
the next U.S. Ambassador to Iraq, Christopher
R. Hill. 

Later in the morning, upon arrival at Camp
Lejeune, the President had a telephone con-
versation with former President George W.
Bush to brief him on his plan to draw down
U.S. military forces in Iraq.
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In the afternoon, the President met with
wounded marines and their families. He then
participated in separate interviews with PBS’s
“The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.” Later, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, at the Verizon Center, the
President attended a Washington Wizards-Chi-
cago Bulls basketball game.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jon Leibowitz to be Chairman of the
Federal Trade Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Roy W. Kienitz to be Under Secre-
tary for Policy at the Department of Transpor-
tation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles P. Rose to be General Coun-
sel at the Department of Education.

February 28
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing.

March 2
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs Eric K.Shinseki.

The President declared a major disaster in Il-
linois and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the areas
struck by severe winter storms from January
26–28.

The President declared a major disaster in
Oregon and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the areas
struck by severe winter storms from December
20–26, 2008.

The President declared a major disaster in
Washington and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
eas struck by severe winter storms from De-
cember 12, 2008 to January 5, 2009.

March 3
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had a working lunch with
Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the United
Kingdom. Later, in the Oval Office, he met
with a delegation from the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica to receive their annual report. Then, also in
the Oval Office, he and Vice President Joe
Biden met with Secretary of Defense Robert
M. Gates.

The President announced his intention to
nominate M. John Berry to be Director of the
Office of Personnel Management.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Julius Genachowski to be Chairman
of the Federal Communications Commission.

March 4
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, also in the Oval Office,
they had an economic briefing. Then, also in
the Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown of the United Kingdom.

The President announced his intention to
nominate W. Craig Fugate to be Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Brian V. Kennedy to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional and Intergovernmental
Affairs at the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dana G. Gresham to be Assistant
Secretary for Governmental Affairs at the De-
partment of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter A. Kovar to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Congressional and Intergovernmental
Affairs at the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sherburne “Shere” Abbott to be As-
sociate Director of Environment at the Office
of Science and Technology Policy.

The President declared a major disaster in
New York and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
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struck by a severe winter storm from Decem-
ber 11–31, 2008.

March 5
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.
Later, he met with actor and activist Brad Pitt
to discuss ongoing rebuilding efforts in New
Orleans, LA.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of the Treasury
Timothy F. Geithner. 

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident and Mrs. Obama will visit the United
Kingdom, France, Germany, and the Czech
Republic from March 31 to April 5.

The President announced that he has
named Vivek Kundra as Federal Chief Infor-
mation Officer at the White House.

The President declared a major disaster in
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by a severe winter storm from Janu-
ary 26–28.

March 6
In the morning, the President traveled to

Columbus, OH. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had an intelligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he participated in an interview
with Peter Baker, Helene Cooper, Sheryl Gay
Stolberg, and Jeff Zeleny of the New York
Times.

Later in the afternoon, the President and
Mrs. Obama traveled to Bethesda, MD, where
they visited the Sidwell Friends School. Later,
they returned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will meet with President Luiz Inacio Lu-
la da Silva of Brazil at the White House on
March 14.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Esther Brimmer to be Assistant Sec-
retary for International Organizations at the
Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Philip H. Gordon to be Assistant
Secretary for European and Eurasian Affairs
at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Melanne Verveer to be Ambassador-
at-Large for Global Women’s Issues at the De-
partment of State.

March 7
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Adm. Michael G.
Mullen, USN, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff,
to discuss the situation in Mexico. Then, in the
Oval Office, he had an intelligence briefing.
Later, he, Mrs. Obama traveled to Camp Da-
vid, MD, where they were joined by their
daughters Sasha and Malia.

March 8
In the afternoon, the President, Mrs.

Obama, and their daughters Sasha and Malia
returned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, at the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, the President
and Mrs. Obama attended an event celebrat-
ing Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’s birthday.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David S. Cohen to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Terrorist Financing at the Depart-
ment of the Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Alan B. Krueger to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Economic Policy at the Department
of the Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kim N. Wallace to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislative Affairs at the Depart-
ment of the Treasury.

March 9
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing. Then,
also in the Oval Office, he had an economic
briefing with Federal Reserve Chairman Ben
S. Bernanke, Secretary of the Treasury Timo-
thy F. Geithner, National Economic Council
Director Lawrence H. Summers, and Council
of Economic Advisers Chair Christina D.
Romer. Later, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers.
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In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Intel Science Talent Search
finalists.

March 10
In the morning, at the Westin Washington,

D.C. City Center, the President made remarks
to the Council of Chief State School Officers.
Later, in the Oval Office, he had an intelligence
briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had an economic briefing followed by
a meeting with his senior advisers. Later, in the
State Dining Room, he met with members of
the New Democrat Coalition.

March 11
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing with Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Democratic members of the Senate Bud-
get Committee. Later, in the State Dining
Room, they met with Democratic members of
the House Budget Committee.

The President announced his intention to
nominate R. Gil Kerlikowske to be Director of
the Office of National Drug Control Policy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christopher R. Hill to be Ambassador
to Iraq.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lt. Gen. Karl W. Eikenberry, USA, to
be Ambassador to Afghanistan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ivo Daalder to be U.S. Permanent
Representative on the Council of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Alexander Vershbow to be Assistant
Secretary of Defense for International Security
Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard R. Verma to be Assistant
Secretary for Legislative Affairs at the State De-
partment.

March 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an economic briefing followed by an
intelligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Minister of Foreign Affairs Yang Jiechi of
China. Later, also in the Oval Office, they met
with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Demetrios J. Marantis to be Deputy
U.S. Trade Representative.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kristina M. Johnson to be Under Sec-
retary of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gina McCarthy to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Air and Radiation at the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ronald H. Weich to be Assistant At-
torney General of the Office of Legislative Af-
fairs at the Department of Justice.

March 13
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an economic briefing followed by an
intelligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers. Later, he
had separate telephone conversations with
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the Phil-
ippines and President Susilo Bambang Yudhoy-
ono of Indonesia.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President Joe
Biden.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with King Abdallah bin
Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia and Presi-
dent Cristina Fernandez De Kirchner of Argen-
tina.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas E. Perez to be Assistant At-
torney General of the Civil Rights Division at
the Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Linda A. Puchala to be a member of
the National Mediation Board.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate James W. Miller to be Under Secre-
tary for Farm and Foreign Agriculture Service
at the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dallas P. Tonsager to be Under Sec-
retary for Rural Development at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ines R. Triay to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Environmental Management at the
Department of Energy.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Ambassador Jeffrey Davidow as White
House Adviser for the Summit of the Ameri-
cas.

March 14
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing.
The President announced that he has ap-

pointed Margaret “Peggy” Hamburg as Com-
missioner of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Joshua M. Sharfstein as Principal
Deputy Commissioner of the Food and Drug
Administration.

March 15
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the

President had an economic meeting with his
advisers.

March 16
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing followed by an economic
briefing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers. Later, in the Roos-
evelt Room, he and Secretary of the Treasury
Timothy F. Geithner met with small-business
owners and community leaders.

In the afternoon, the President met with
veterans and veterans’ service organizations.

March 17
In the morning, in the Vice President’s cer-

emonial office inthe Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building, the President met
with Senate Budget Committee Chairman

Kent Conrad and House Committee on the
Budget Chairman John M. Spratt, Jr. Later, in
the Oval Office, he had an economic briefing.
Then, in the National Security Adviser’s office,
he met with First Minister Peter Robinson
and Deputy First Minister Martin McGuin-
ness of Northern Ireland.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had an intelligence briefing. Then,
also in the Oval Office, he and Vice President
Joe Biden met with Secretary of Defense Rob-
ert M. Gates.

During the day, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Francis Cardinal George,
Archbishop of Chicago and president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel M. Rooney to be Ambassa-
dor to Ireland.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Judge David F. Hamilton to the U.S.
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rose E. Gottemoeller to be Assis-
tant Secretary of State for Verification and
Compliance.

March 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
economic briefing followed by a meeting with
his senior advisers. He then had a telephone
conversation with President-elect Carlos Mau-
ricio Funes Cartagena of El Salvador to con-
gratulate him on his election victory and dis-
cuss El Salvador-U.S. relations.

Later, in the State Dining Room, he met
with the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. He
then had a telephone conversation with House
Committee on Financial Services Chairman
Barney Frank.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Costa Mesa, CA. Later, he traveled to Los An-
geles, CA, arriving in the evening.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Susan F. Burk to be Special Repre-
sentative to the President, with the rank of
Ambassador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Raphael Bostic to be Assistant
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Secretary for Policy Development and Re-
search at the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michelle J. DePass to be Assistant
Administrator for International Affairs at the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Cynthia J. Giles to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Enforcement and Compliance
Assurance at the Environmental Protection
Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael L. Connor to be Director of
the Bureau of Reclamation at the Department
of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Scott Blake Harris to be General
Counsel of the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph C. Szabo to be Administrator
of the Federal Railroad Administration at the
Department of Transportation.

March 19
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. Later, he traveled to Pomona,
CA, where he toured Southern California Edi-
son’s Electric Vehicle Technical Center. He
then participated in a radio interview with Ed
Schultz of “The Ed Schultz Radio Show.”

Later in the morning, the President met with
students from the Village Academy High School
at Indian Hill.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Los Angeles, CA. He then traveled to Burbank,
CA. Later, he returned to Washington, DC, ar-
riving the following morning.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Suedeen G. Kelly to be a Commis-
sioner of the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Elizabeth L. King to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislative Affairs at the Department
of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate T. Michael Kerr to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Administration and Management at
the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gabriella C. Gomez to be Assistant
Secretary for Legislation and Congressional Af-
fairs at the Department of Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joe Leonard, Jr., to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights at the Department of Ag-
riculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Cameron F. Kerry to be General
Counsel at the Department of Commerce.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert S. Rivkin to be General Coun-
sel at the Department of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate M. Patricia Smith to be Solicitor of
the Department of Labor.

The President announced that he has desig-
nated Jon Wellinghoff as Chairman of the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission.

March 20
Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with his senior advisers. Later, in
the State Dining Room, he and Mrs. Obama at-
tended the National Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation reception.

During the day, the President participated in
an interview with Steve Kroft of CBS’s “60 Min-
utes“ program for later broadcast.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Steven E. Koonin to be Under Secre-
tary for Science at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David B. Sandalow to be Assistant
Secretary for Policy and International Affairs at
the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Johnnie Carson to be Assistant Secre-
tary for African Affairs at the State Department.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kathleen Martinez to be Assistant
Secretary for Disability Employment Policy at
the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jonathan S. Adelstein to be
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Administrator for the Rural Utilities Service at
the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Timothy W. Manning to be Deputy
Administrator for National Preparedness of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
at the Department of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Priscilla E. Guthrie to be Chief In-
formation Officer at the Office of the Director
of National Intelligence.

March 21
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing. Later,
he and Mrs. Obama and their daughters Sasha
and Malia traveled to Camp David, MD.

March 22
In the evening, the President returned to

Washington, DC.

March 23
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing. Later, in the Roosevelt
Room, they had an economic briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with his senior advisers.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown of the United Kingdom.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David H. Stevens to be Assistant
Secretary for Housing and Federal Housing
Commissioner at the Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Harold Hongju Koh to be Legal Ad-
viser of the State Department.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Yvette Roubideaux to be Director of
the Indian Health Service at the Department
of Health and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Neal S. Wolin to be Deputy Secre-
tary of the Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lael Brainard to be Under Secretary
for International Affairs at the Department of
the Treasury.

The President announced that he has desig-
nated Emily C. Hewitt as Chief Judge of the
U.S. Court of Federal Claims.

March 24
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing. Later,
in the Palm Room, he met with Children’s
Miracle Network champions and their fami-
lies.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
economic briefing. They then had lunch. Lat-
er, in the Oval Office, he met with his senior
advisers.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will welcome Secretary General Jakob
Gijsbert “Jaap” de Hoop Scheffer of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization to the White
House on March 25.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Marisa J. Demeo and Florence Y.
Pan to be Associate Judges in the Superior
Court of the District of Columbia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Luis C. de Baca to be Ambassador-
at-Large to Monitor and Combat Trafficking
in Persons at the State Department.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Dakota and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding be-
ginning on March 13 and continuing.

March 25
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an economic briefing. Later, al-
so in the Oval Office, he had an intelligence
briefing.

In the afternoon, at the U.S. Capitol, the
President met with the Senate Democratic
Caucus. He then met with Sens. Byron L.
Dorgan and Kent Conrad and Rep. Earl R.
Pomeroy III of North Dakota and Sen. Amy
Klobuchar and Rep. Collin C. Peterson of
Minnesota to discuss the recent flooding in
North Dakota and Minnesota. Later, he trav-
eled to Arlington, VA, where he participated in
a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the
Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery to
commemorate National Medal of Honor Day. 
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Later in the afternoon, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Howard K. Koh to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Health at the Department of Health
and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Phyllis C. Borzi to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Employee Benefits Security at the De-
partment of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Helen R. Kanovsky to be General
Counsel of the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rhea S. Suh to be Assistant Secretary
for Policy Management and Budget at the De-
partment of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Hilary C. Tompkins to be Solicitor of
the Department of the Interior.

March 26
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Office,
he had an economic briefing followed by a
meeting with his senior advisers. 

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with several Members
of Congress to brief them on the administra-
tion’s Afghanistan policy review. He also had
separate telephone conversations with Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan and Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan. 

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ray Mabus to be Secretary of the Na-
vy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donald Michael Remy to be General
Counsel of the Army.

The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Randolph Babbitt to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jose D. Riojas to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Operations, Security and Preparedness
at the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John D. Trasvina to be Assistant Sec-

retary for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity
at the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lawrence E. Strickling to be Assis-
tant Secretary for Communications and Infor-
mation at the Department of Commerce.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Catherine R. Zoi to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy at the Department of Energy.

The President declared an emergency in
Minnesota and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts in the area
struck by severe storms and flooding beginning
on March 16 and continuing.

March 27
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the State Dining Room,

the President met with chief executive officers
of several banks to discuss the administration’s
economic recovery plan.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Camp David, MD.

March 28
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing.
The President announced his intention to

nominate Helen Elizabeth Garrett to be Assis-
tant Secretary for Tax Policy at the Department
of the Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael S. Barr to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Financial Institutions at the Depart-
ment of the Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate George W. Madison to be General
Counsel of the Department of the Treasury.

March 29
In the afternoon, the President returned to

Washington, DC.

March 30
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing.
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In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of Defense Rob-
ert M. Gates. Later, at the U.S. Capitol, he
met with the House Democratic Caucus.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper of Canada to discuss the upcom-
ing Group of Twenty (G–20) summit and the
global financial markets situation.

March 31
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to London, United Kingdom,
arriving in the evening. While en route aboard
Air Force One, he had a telephone conversa-
tion with Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the
United Kingdom. He also had an intelligence
briefing. 

Later in the evening, the President and
Mrs. Obama traveled to Winfield House, the
U.S. Ambassador’s residence. They then trav-
eled to the American School, where they met
with U.S. Embassy staff. Later, they returned
to Winfield House.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Anne Castle to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Water and Science at the Department
of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mathy V. Stanislaus to be Assistant
Administrator for the Office of Solid Waste
and Emergency Response at the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jo-Ellen Darcy to be Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Civil Works.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John U. Sepulveda to be Assistant
Secretary for Human Resources at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Roger W. Baker to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Information and Technology at the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William A. Gunn to be General
Counsel of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

April 1
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to 10 Downing Street, the
Prime Minister’s residence. Later, they re-
turned to Winfield House.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Conservative Party Leader and Opposition
Leader David Cameron. Later, he and Mrs.
Obama traveled to Buckingham Palace, where
they met with Queen Elizabeth II.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Obama attended the Group of Twenty (G–20)
leaders reception. Later, they returned to
Winfield House, where he participated in a
working dinner with G–20 leaders. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu of Israel.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Martha J. Kanter to be Under Secre-
tary of Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Krysta Harden to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations at the De-
partment of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Stephen A. Owens to be Assistant
Administrator for the Office of Prevention,
Pesticides, and Toxic Substances at the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

April 2
In the morning, the President traveled to

the ExCeL centre, where he participated in a
breakfast with G–20 leaders. Later, he attend-
ed the opening plenary session of the G–20
summit.

In the afternoon, the President participated
in a lunch with G–20 leaders. Later, he attend-
ed the afternoon plenary session of the G–20
summit. He then met with King Abdallah bin
Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia.

Later in the afternoon, the President met
with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of In-
dia.

In the evening, the President returned to
Winfield House.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gerard E. Lynch to be a judge on
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the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Cir-
cuit.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Andre Davis to be a judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert M. Groves to be Director of
the Bureau of the Census at the Department of
Commerce.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Victor M. Mendez to be Administra-
tor of the Federal Highway Administration at
the Department of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter H. Appel to be Administrator of
the Research and Innovative Technology Ad-
ministration at the Department of Transporta-
tion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Q. Easton to be Director of the
Institute of Education Sciences at the Depart-
ment of Education.

April 3
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to Strasbourg, France. Upon
arrival, they traveled to the Palais Rohan. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Obama traveled to the Rhenus Sport Arena.
Later, they traveled to Baden-Baden, Germany.
Upon arrival, he and Mrs. Obama traveled to
the Rathaus, where he met with Chancellor An-
gela Merkel of Germany.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Obama traveled to the Kurhaus, where they at-
tended a North Atlantic Treaty Organization
concert. Later, he participated in a working din-
ner with North Atlantic Treaty Organization
leaders. They then returned to Strasbourg,
France.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter S. Silva to be Assistant Adminis-
trator for Water Programs at the Environmental
Protection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Martha N. Johnson to be Adminstra-
tor of the General Services Administration.

April 4
In the morning, the President traveled to Ke-

hl, Germany. Later, he and North Atlantic

Treaty Organization leaders traveled to Stras-
bourg, France, where they were met by Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy of France. They then at-
tended a tribute to North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization military personnel.

Later in the morning, the President traveled
to the Palais de la Musique et des Congres,
where he met with Prime Minister Anders
Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark and President
Abdullah Gul of Turkey to discuss the appoint-
ment of the next Secretary General of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. He then
participated in the North Atlantic Council sum-
mit meeting.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Obama traveled to Prague, Czech Republic, ar-
riving in the evening. 

Later in the evening, the President and Mrs.
Obama traveled to the Hilton Prague hotel,
where they met with U.S. Embassy staff.

April 5
In the morning, the President was briefed on

the North Korean missile launch. He then had
separate telephone conversations with Gen.
James E. Cartwright, USMC, Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Secretary of De-
fense Robert M. Gates to discuss the missile
launch. He also met with Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton to discuss the missile
launch. 

Later in the morning, the President and Mrs.
Obama traveled to Prague Castle. Later, they
traveled to Hradcany Square. He then traveled
to the Prague Congress Center, where he met
with President Jose Manuel Durao Barroso of
the European Commission.

In the afternoon, the President attended a
reception with European Union leaders. He
then participated in the European Union-U.S.
summit working lunch. 

In the evening, the President traveled to An-
kara, Turkey. Upon arrival, he traveled to the
Sheraton Ankara hotel.

April 6
In the morning, the President traveled to the

Anitkabir, where he participated in a wreath-
laying ceremony at the tomb of Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk. 
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In the afternoon, the President traveled to
the parliament building. 

In the evening, the President traveled to Is-
tanbul, Turkey. Upon arrival, he traveled to
Dolmabahce Palace, where he met with Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Eduard Nalbandian of
Armenia, Chief of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs Micheline Calmy-Rey of Swit-
zerland, and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ali
Babacan of Turkey to discuss the normaliza-
tion of relations between Turkey and Armenia.
Later, he traveled to the Conrad Istanbul ho-
tel.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed the following individuals as members
of the President’s Advisory Council on Faith-
Based and Neighborhood Partnerships:

Anju Bhargava; 
Charles Blake; 
Peg Chemberlin; 
Nathan Diament; 
Harry Knox; 
Dalia Mogahed; 
Anthony Picarello; 
Nancy Ratzan; and 
Sharon Watkins. 

April 7
In the morning, the President met Ecu-

menical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constanti-
nople. He then met with Chairman of the Re-
ligious Council of the Armenian Church in
Turkey Archbishop Aram Atesyan, Chief Rab-
bi of Istanbul Isak Haleva, Grand Mufti of Is-
tanbul Mustafa Cagrici, and Syriac Orthodox
Archbishop Yusuf Cetin of Istanbul and Anka-
ra. Later, he traveled to the Hagia Sophia,
where he was joined by Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey. They then toured
the museum.

Later in the morning, the President and
Prime Minister Erdogan toured the Blue
Mosque.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
the Tophane Cultural Center. Later, he trav-
eled to Baghdad, Iraq. He then traveled to
Camp Victory, where he met with Gen. Ray-
mond T. Odierno, USA, commanding general,
Multi-National Force—Iraq. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi of Italy to offer his condolences for
the loss of life due to the April 6 earthquake in
L’Aquila, Italy, and offered U.S. assistance to
the Italian Government and the victims of the
earthquake. He also had a telephone conversa-
tion with President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan.

In the evening, the President met with U.S.
military personnel and awarded medals to sev-
eral soldiers. Later, he met with President
Jalal Talabani of Iraq. 

Later in the evening, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC, arriving the fol-
lowing morning. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had a telephone conversation
with head coach Roy Williams of the Universi-
ty of North Carolina men’s basketball team to
congratulate him on the team’s April 6 NCAA
championship. 

April 8
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with head coach Geno Au-
riemma of the University of Connecticut wom-
en’s basketball team to congratulate him on
the team’s April 7 NCAA championship.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mary L. Smith to be Assistant Attor-
ney General of the Tax Division at the Depart-
ment of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert R. Beers to be Under Secre-
tary for National Protection and Programs at
the Department of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter M. Rogoff to be Administrator
of the Federal Transit Administration at the
Department of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jane Oates to be Assistant Secretary
for Employment and Training Administration
at the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jeffrey D. Feltman to be Assistant
Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs at the De-
partment of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles A. Hurley to be Administra-
tor of the National Highway Traffic Safety
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Administration at the Department of Transpor-
tation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert O. Work to be Under Secre-
tary of the Department of the Navy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles A. Blanchard to be General
Counsel of the Department of the Air Force.

April 9
In the morning, the President met with lead-

ers of several veterans’ service organizations
and military service organizations.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had an intelligence briefing. Then, al-
so in the Oval Office, he had lunch with Vice
President Joe Biden. Later, in the East Room,
he and Mrs. Obama attended and made re-
marks at a memorial service for White House
staff member Smile “Smiley” Saint-Aubin. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President had an economic briefing fol-
lowed by a meeting with Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner. Later, also in the
Oval Office, he met with Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Patrick
Manning of Trinidad and Tobago to discuss the
upcoming Summit of the Americas.

In the evening, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President hosted a Seder to cele-
brate the beginning of Passover.

The President declared a major disaster in
Minnesota and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms and flooding beginning
on March 16 and continuing.

April 10
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by a
meeting with his senior advisers. Then, also in
the Oval Office, he had an economic briefing.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President John Evans
Atta Mills of Ghana. He also had a telephone
conversation with President Alan Garcia Perez
of Peru.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Larry J. EchoHawk to be Assistant

Secretary for Indian Affairs at the Department
of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sandra B. Henriquez to be Assistant
Secretary for Public and Indian Housing at the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate A. Thomas McLellan to be Deputy
Director of the Office of National Drug Control
Policy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John D. Porcari to be Deputy Secre-
tary of the Department of Transportation.

April 12
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Andrea Phillips, wife
of Captain Richard Phillips of the MV Maersk
Alabama who was captured by pirates off the
coast of Somalia on April 8, to discuss her hus-
band’s rescue by U.S. Navy SEALs.

April 13
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers. Later, also
in the Oval Office, he and Vice President Biden
met with Secretary of Defense Robert M.
Gates. 

April 14
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel B. Poneman to be Deputy
Secretary of the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Fred P. Hochberg to be President
and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Export-Import Bank of the United States.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Francisco J. Sanchez to be Under
Secretary for International Trade at the Depart-
ment of Commerce.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Miriam E. Sapiro to be Deputy U.S.
Trade Representative.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Judith A. McHale to be Under Sec-
retary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs
at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Philip J. Crowley to be Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs at the Department
of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bonnie D. Jenkins to be Coordina-
tor for Threat Reduction Programs at the De-
partment of State, with the rank of Ambassa-
dor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomasina Rogers to be Chairman
of the Occupational Safety and Health Review
Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lorelei Boylan to be Administrator
of the Wage and Hour Division at the Depart-
ment of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David F. Heyman to be Assistant
Secretary for Policy at the Department of
Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Andrew C. Weber to be Assistant to
the Secretary of Defense for Nuclear and
Chemical and Biological Defense Programs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Stephen W. Preston to be General
Counsel of the Central Intelligence Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Laurie I. Mikva to be a member of
the Board of Directors of the Legal Services
Corporation.

April 15
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.
Later, in Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building, he met with
working families.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President Joe

Biden. Later, also in the Oval Office, he met
with U.S. Trade Representative Ronald Kirk.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will meet with King Abdullah II of Jor-
dan at the White House on April 21.

April 16
In the morning, the President traveled to

Mexico City, Mexico, arriving in the afternoon.
While en route aboard Air Force One, he had
an intelligence briefing.

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to la Residencia Oficial de Los Pinos. Lat-
er, he traveled to the Presidente InterConti-
nental Mexico City hotel, where he met with
U.S. Embassy staff.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva of Brazil to discuss the upcoming
Summit of the Americas.

April 17
In the morning, the President traveled to

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, arriving in
the afternoon. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to the Hyatt Regency Trinidad hotel.

In the evening, the President participated in
the Summit of the Americas opening ceremo-
ny and cultural event. Later, he met with
Prime Minister Patrick Manning of Trinidad
and Tobago. He then met with leaders of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

Later in the evening, the President traveled
to the Hilton Trinidad & Conference Centre.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christine M. Griffin to be Deputy
Director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kevin Concannon to be Under Sec-
retary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Ser-
vices at the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rajiv J. Shah to be Under Secretary
for Research, Education, and Economics at
the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael Nacht to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Global Strategic Affairs at the De-
partment of Defense.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Mercedes Marquez to be Assistant
Secretary for Community Planning and Devel-
opment at the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Raymond M. Jefferson to be Assistant
Secretary for Veterans Employment and Train-
ing at the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert S. Litt to be General Counsel
of the Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William F. Brinkman to be Director
of the Office of Science at the Department of
Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Herbert M. Allison, Jr., to be Assis-
tant Secretary for Financial Stability and Coun-
selor to the Secretary at the Department of the
Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William J. Wilkins to be Chief Coun-
sel for the Internal Revenue Service and Assis-
tant General Counsel for the Department of
the Treasury.

April 18
In the morning, the President traveled to the

Hyatt Regency Trinidad hotel, where he at-
tended Plenary Session I of the Summit of the
Americas. Later, he participated in a photo op-
portunity with Prime Minister Stephen Harper
of Canada.

In the afternoon, the President participated
in the Summit of the Americas official photo-
graph and working lunch. Later, he attended
Plenary Sessions II and III of the summit.

In the evening, the President participated in
the official Summit of the Americas dinner and
cultural performance. Later, he traveled to the
Hilton Trinidad & Conference Centre.

April 19
In the morning, the President traveled to the

Diplomatic Center, where he participated in
the Summit of the Americas leaders retreat.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
the Hilton Trinidad & Conference Centre. Lat-
er, he returned to Washington, DC.

April 20
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing followed by an economic brief-
ing. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Langley, VA, where, at Central Intelligence
Agency Headquarters, he met with Director
Leon E. Panetta, Deputy Director Stephen R.
Kappes, and other CIA officials. Later, he re-
turned to Washington, DC. Then, in the Oval
Office, he and Vice President Biden met with
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.

During the day, in the Oval Office, the Presi-
dent met with professional golfer Tiger Woods.

The President announced that he has nomi-
nated Cass R. Sunstein to be Administrator of
the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs at the Office of Management and Budget.

The President announced that he has nomi-
nated William K. Sessions III to be Chair of the
U.S. Sentencing Commission.

April 21
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing. Then, in the
Personal Dining Room, he met with King
Abdullah II of Jordan. Later, in the Oval Office,
he had an economic briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with his senior advisers. Then, al-
so in the Oval Office, he and Vice President Joe
Biden met with Sen. Edward M. Kennedy and
former President William J. Clinton to discuss
voluntarism. Later, at Kenilworth Park and
Aquatic Gardens, he, Mrs. Obama, Vice Presi-
dent Biden and his wife Jill, and former Presi-
dent Clinton participated in a tree planting
event to celebrate Earth Day.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Kevin
M. Rudd of Australia to discuss Australia’s par-
ticipation in military operations in Afghanistan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Maria Eitel to be Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William E. Spriggs to be Assistant
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Secretary for Policy at the Department of La-
bor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rebecca M. Blank to be Under Sec-
retary for Economic Affairs at the Department
of Commerce.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Cindy S. Moelis as Director for the
Presidential Commission on White House
Fellows.

The President declared a major disaster in
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by severe storms, flooding, torna-
does, and straight-line winds beginning on
March 26 and continuing.

April 22
In the morning, the President traveled to

Des Moines, IA. He then traveled to Newton,
IA, arriving in the afternoon. 

Later in the afternoon, the President toured
Trinity Structural Towers, Inc., and met with
employees. Later, he returned to Washington,
DC.

The President declared a major disaster in
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and
flooding from March 8–14.

April 23
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing followed by an economic
briefing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, the
President and Vice President Biden met with
bipartisan congressional leadership. Later, in
the Oval Office, he met with Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

During the day, in the Oval Office, the
President and Vice President Biden met with
U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Christopher R. Hill.

In the evening, in the Blue Room, the Pres-
ident and Mrs. Obama hosted a reception for
Members of Congress and their spouses.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Philip Mudd to be Under Secretary

for Intelligence and Analysis at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kurt Campbell to be Assistant Sec-
retary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs at the
State Department.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eric P. Schwartz to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Population, Refugees, and Migration
at the State Department.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edward M. Avalos to be Under Sec-
retary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs
at the Department of Agriculture.

The President declared a major disaster in
Georgia and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by severe storms, flooding, torna-
does, and straight-line winds beginning on
March 26 and continuing.

April 24
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
economic briefing followed by an intelligence
briefing. Later, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President
Biden.

During the day, the President met with U.S.
Special Envoy to Sudan J. Scott Gration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Alejandro N. Mayorkas to be Direc-
tor of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services at the Department of Homeland Se-
curity.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert O. Blake to be Assistant Sec-
retary for South Asian Affairs at the State De-
partment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jamie M. Morin to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Financial Management at the De-
partment of the Air Force.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas R. Lamont to be Assistant
Secretary for Manpower and Reserve Affairs
at the Department of the Army.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel Benjamin to be Coordinator
for Counterterrorism, with the rank and status
of Ambassador at Large, at the State Depart-
ment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Pearlie S. Reed to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Administration at the Department of
Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Craig Becker and Mark Pearce to be
members of the National Labor Relations
Board. 

April 26
In the morning, the President was briefed on

the global influenza outbreak. 

April 27
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by a
briefing on the global influenza outbreak. Then,
also in the Oval Office, he had an economic
briefing followed by a meeting with his senior
advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Blue Room, the
President attended a reception for foreign eco-
nomic, finance, and environmental ministers.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eric P. Goosby to be Ambassador at
Large and Global AIDS Coordinator at the De-
partment of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul N. Stockton to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Homeland Defense and Americas’
Security Affairs at the Department of Defense.

The President declared a major disaster in
Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms and tornadoes on April
9.

April 28
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. He then had a telephone
conversation with Sen. Arlen Specter, who in-
formed him of his decision to switch political
parties. 

In the afternoon, in the East Room, the Pres-
ident met with the Congressional Progressive

Caucus. Later, in the Oval Office, he met with
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.

In the evening, in the Blue Room, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Obama hosted a reception for
Cabinet Secretaries.

The President declared a major disaster in
Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms, flooding, tornadoes,
and straight-line winds from March 25 to April
3.

April 29
In the morning, the President traveled to Ar-

nold, MO.
In the afternoon, the President returned to

Washington, DC.
The President announced his intention to

nominate Anthony Wilder Miller to be Deputy
Secretary of Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mignon L. Clyburn to be a Commis-
sioner of the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Juan M. Garcia to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Manpower and Reserve Affairs at the
Department of the Navy.

April 30
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he had a meeting with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Sens. John McCain and Carl
Levin and Reps. Isaac N. “Ike” Skelton IV and
John M. McHugh to discuss procurement poli-
cies reform. Later, also in the Oval Office, he
met with Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F.
Geithner. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met
with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton.

May 1
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval Office,
he had an economic briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President Biden.
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He then had a telephone conversation with
Supreme Court Associate Justice David H.
Souter, who informed him of his decision to
retire from the Court. Later, in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kathy J. Greenlee to be Assistant
Secretary of the Administration on Aging at
the Department of Health and Human Servic-
es.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Wilma A. Lewis to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Land and Mineral Management at
the Department of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John J. Sullivan to be a Commission-
er of the Federal Election Commission.

May 2
In the afternoon, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Felipe de
Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico to discuss
the global influenza outbreak.

May 4
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Sens. Orrin G.
Hatch and Arlen Specter to discuss his plans
to consult with Members of Congress regard-
ing the replacement for Supreme Court Asso-
ciate Justice David H. Souter.

The President announced the designation
of U.S. Trade Representative Ronald Kirk as
the head of the U.S. delegation that will attend
the inauguration of President-elect Jacob Zu-
ma of South Africa on May 9 in Pretoria,
South Africa. 

May 5
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Later, in the State
Dining Room, he and Vice President Joe
Biden met with Democratic Members of Con-
gress serving on the House Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, the Senate Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation,

and the Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources to discuss energy indepen-
dence efforts, health care reform, and other
legislative priorities.

In the afternoon, the President and Vice
President Biden traveled to Arlington, VA,
where they had lunch at Ray’s Hell-Burger.
They then returned to Washington, DC. Lat-
er, in the Oval Office, he met with President
Shimon Peres of Israel.

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President met with his senior advisers.
Later, he had a telephone conversation with
Sen. Jefferson B. Sessions III to discuss the re-
placement for Supreme Court Associate Jus-
tice David H. Souter.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Inez Moore Tenenbaum to be Chair
of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert S. Adler to be Commissioner
of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ellen O’Kane Tauscher to be Under
Secretary for Arms Control and International
Security at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Homer Lee Wilkes to be Under
Secretary for Natural Resources and Environ-
ment at the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carmen R. Nazario to be Assistant
Secretary for Children and Families at the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Andrew J. Shapiro to be Assistant
Secretary for Political-Military Affairs at the
Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard G. Newell to be Adminis-
trator of the Energy Information Administra-
tion.

May 6
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Hu Jintao
of China. Later, in the Oval Office, he had an
intelligence briefing followed by an economic
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briefing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers.

Later in the morning, the President met with
Sen. Thomas A. Coburn.

In the afternoon, in the Private Dining
Room, the President and Vice President Joe
Biden had lunch with Sens. Max S. Baucus and
Charles E. Grassley to discuss health care re-
form. Later, in the Oval Office, he and Vice
President Biden met with President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan. Then, also in the Oval
Office, they met with President Asif Ali Zardari
of Pakistan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Tara Jeanne O’Toole to be Under
Secretary for Science and Technology at the
Department of Homeland Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Laurie O. Robinson to be Assistant
Attorney General for the Office of Justice Pro-
grams at the Department of Justice.

May 7
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Later, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Rev. Al Sharpton, Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg of New York City, and
former Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives Newton L. Gingrich to discuss education
reform. Later, also in the Oval Office, he met
with Council of Economic Advisers Chair
Christina D. Romer. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

May 8
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Sen. Robert P. Casey, Jr.

The President declared a major disaster in
Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms, flooding, tornadoes,
and straight-line winds from April 10–13.

May 9
During the day, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent met with Richard Phillips, captain of the
MV Maersk Alabama who was rescued from pi-
rates off the coast of Somalia by U.S. Navy
SEALs on April 12, and his wife Andrea.

May 11
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing followed by an economic brief-
ing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met with
his senior advisers. 

In the afternoon, the President met with Sec-
retary of Defense Robert M. Gates to discuss
the shooting deaths of five U.S. soldiers at
Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq.

May 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers. 

In the afternoon, in the Situation Room, the
President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq,
and U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Christopher R.
Hill. Later, in the Oval Office, they met with
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Maria Otero to be Under Secretary
for Global Affairs at the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Philip L. Verveer to have the rank of
Ambassador during his tenure of service as
Deputy Assistant Secretary for International
Communications and Information Policy in the
Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs and
U.S. Coordinator for International Communi-
cations and Information Policy at the Depart-
ment of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Arturo Valenzuela to be Assistant
Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs at
the Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ignacia S. Moreno to be Assistant At-
torney General of the Environment and Natural
Resources Division at the Department of Jus-
tice.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Craig E. Hooks to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator for the Office of Administration
and Resource Management at the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nicole Lurie to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Preparedness and Response at the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dennis M. McCarthy to be Assistant
Secretary for Reserve Affairs at the Depart-
ment of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Zachary J. Lemnios to be Director
of Defense Research and Engineering at the
Department of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel B. Ginsberg to be Assistant
Secretary for Manpower and Reserve Affairs
at the Department of the Air Force.

The President declared a major disaster in
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by severe storms, flooding, and tor-
nadoes from March 25–28.

May 13
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden met
with Speaker of the House of Representatives
Nancy Pelosi, House Majority Leader Steny
H. Hoyer, House Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Charles B. Rangel, House Energy
and Commerce Committee Chairman Henry
A. Waxman, and House Education and Labor
Committee Chairman George Miller to dis-
cuss legislative priorities. Later, also in the
Oval Office, he and Vice President Biden had
an intelligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office,
the President had an economic briefing, in
which Vice President Biden presented him
with the first quarterly report on the progress
of the American Reinvestment and Recovery
Act of 2009. Later, also in the Oval Office, he
and Vice President Biden met with Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid, Senate Minority
Leader Addison M. “Mitch” McConnell, and
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick

J. Leahy and Ranking Member Jefferson B.
Sessions III to discuss his upcoming Supreme
Court Associate Justice nomination.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President had lunch with Vice President
Biden. Later, he traveled to Phoenix, AZ, ar-
riving in the evening. While en route aboard
Air Force One, he participated in an interview
with Newsweek magazine, for later publica-
tion.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister John
P. Key of New Zealand.

Later in the evening, the President traveled
to Tempe, AZ. Later, he traveled to Albuquer-
que, NM.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Capricia Penavic Marshall to be
Chief of Protocol of the Department of State,
with the rank of Ambassador during her ten-
ure of service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Evan J. Segal to be Chief Financial
Officer of the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rocco Landesman to be Chairman
of the National Endowment for the Arts.

The President announced that he has desig-
nated Gregory B. Jaczko as Chairman of the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

May 14
In the morning, the President traveled to

Rio Rancho, NM.
In the afternoon, the President returned to

Washington, DC.

May 15
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President met with his senior advisers. Then,
also in the Oval Office, he had an intelligence
briefing followed by an economic briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Preet Bharara to be U.S. attorney
for the Southern District of New York.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Tristram Coffin to be U.S. attorney
for the District of Vermont.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Jenny A. Durkan to be U.S. attorney
for the Western District of Washington.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul J. Fishman to be U.S. attorney
for the District of New Jersey.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Paul Kacavas to be U.S. attorney
for the District of New Hampshire.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joyce W. Vance to be U.S. attorney
for the Northern District of Alabama.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rosa Gumatao Rios to be U.S. Trea-
surer.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel M. Tangherlini to be Assistant
Secretary for Management, Chief Financial Of-
ficer, and Chief Performance Officer of the De-
partment of the Treasury.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Thomas R. Frieden as Director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The President declared a major disaster in
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, flooding, mud-
slides, and landslides beginning on May 3 and
continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Tennessee and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and flood-
ing on April 10.

May 16
The White House announced that the Presi-

dent will visit Moscow, Russia, on July 6–8.
The White House announced that the Presi-

dent will attend the Group of Eight (G–8) sum-
mit in L’Aquila, Italy, from July 8–10.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Obama will visit Accra, Ghana,
from July 10–11.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., to be Ambas-
sador to China. 

May 17
In the morning, the President traveled to

South Bend, IN, arriving in the afternoon.

Later in the afternoon, the President traveled
to Indianapolis, IN.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

May 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had a working lunch with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel.
Later, in the Oval Office, he met with his senior
advisers.

May 19
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent met with his senior advisers. Then, also in
the Oval Office, he had an intelligence briefing
followed by an economic briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with former Secretaries of State
Henry A. Kissinger and George P. Schultz, for-
mer Sen. Samuel A. Nunn, and former Secre-
tary of Defense William J. Perry to discuss non-
proliferation efforts. Later, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with Secretary of Defense Robert
M. Gates. 

During the day, in the Oval Office, the Presi-
dent met with Lt. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal,
USA, commander, NATO International Securi-
ty Assistance Force, Afghanistan. He also met
with Charles F. Bolden, Jr., to discuss his up-
coming nomination of the Administrator of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. He also had separate telephone conversa-
tions with several bipartisan Members of Con-
gress to discuss his upcoming Supreme Court
Associate Justice nomination.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert Perciasepe to be Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thelma Melendez de Santa Ana to be
Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Second-
ary Education at the Department of Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Colin Scott Cole Fulton to be Gener-
al Counsel of the Environmental Protection
Agency.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Michael Gilmore to be Director of
Operational Test and Evaluation at the De-
partment of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bartholomew Chilton to be a Com-
missioner of the U.S. Commodity Futures
Trading Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Cranston J. Mitchell to be a Com-
missioner of the U.S. Parole Commission.

The President announced his intention to
designate Isaac Fulwood, Jr. as Chairman of
the U.S. Parole Commission.

May 20
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with his senior advisers. Then,
also in the Oval Office, he participated in a
credentialing ceremony for newly appointed
Ambassadors to the U.S. Later, he had a tele-
phone conversation with the crew of the Space
Shuttle Atlantis to congratulate them on re-
pairing the Hubble Space Telescope.

In the evening, in the Blue Room, the Pres-
ident and Mrs. Obama hosted a reception for
bipartisan Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives and their guests.

May 21
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with his senior advisers. Later,
on the South Lawn, he helped assemble care
packages for U.S. military personnel serving in
Afghanistan and Iraq with members of the Su-
per Bowl champion National Football
League’s Pittsburgh Steelers and wounded
military personnel from Walter Reed Army
Medical Center and the National Naval Medi-
cal Center and their families. Then, in the
Oval Office, he met with President Jakaya
Mrisho Kikwete of Tanzania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christopher H. Schroeder to be As-

sistant Attorney General for the Office of Le-
gal Policy at the Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul Anastas to be Assistant Admin-
istrator for the Office of Research and Devel-
opment at the Environmental Protection
Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sherry Glied to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Planning and Evaluation at the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Winslow L. Sargeant to be Chief
Counsel for Advocacy at the Small Business
Administration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ambassador Nancy J. Powell to be
Director General of the Foreign Service at the
Department of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Deborah Matz to be Chair of the
National Credit Union Administration.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Max Cleland as Secretary of the
American Battle Monuments Commission.

May 22
In the morning, the President traveled to

Annapolis, MD.
In the afternoon, the President returned to

Washington, DC.

May 23
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh of India to congratulate him on
being sworn-in for a second term and to dis-
cuss India-U.S. relations. Later, he traveled to
Camp David, MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles F. Bolden, Jr., to be Admin-
istrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lori Garver to be Deputy Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.

May 24
In the evening, the President returned to

Washington, DC.
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May 25
In the morning, in the State Dining Room,

the President had breakfast with Gold Star fam-
ilies. Later, he traveled to Arlington, VA, where
he participated in a Memorial Day wreath-lay-
ing ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknowns in
Arlington National Cemetery.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Taro
Aso of Japan to discuss North Korea’s nuclear
test.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Lee Myung-
bak of South Korea to discuss North Korea’s
nuclear test and to express his condolences for
the death of former President Roh Moo-hyun
of South Korea. Later, he had separate tele-
phone conversations with Supreme Court Asso-
ciate Justice candidates Elena Kagan, Janet A.
Napolitano, Diane P. Wood, and Sonia Soto-
mayor to inform them of his decision to nomi-
nate Judge Sotomayor to the position.

May 26
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Later, he had separate tele-
phone conversations with Sens. Patrick J. Lea-
hy, Addison M. “Mitch” McConnell, Harry
Reid, and Jefferson B. Sessions III to discuss his
nomination of Judge Sotomayor to be an Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with his senior advisers. Later,
he traveled to Las Vegas, NV.

May 27
In the morning, the President had an intelli-

gence briefing. Later, at Nellis Air Force Base,
NV, he and Sen. Harry Reid toured the solar
photovoltaic array. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Los Angeles, CA.

In the evening, at the Beverly Hills Hilton
hotel, the President attended a Democratic Na-
tional Committee fundraiser.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael A. Battle, Sr., to be U.S.

Representative to the African Union with the
rank of Ambassador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Vilma S. Martinez to be Ambassador
to Argentina.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas A. Shannon, Jr., to be Am-
bassador to Brazil.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Laurie S. Fulton to be Ambassador to
Denmark.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles H. Rivkin to be Ambassador
to France.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Louis B. Susman to be Ambassador to
the United Kingdom.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Miguel H. Diaz to be Ambassador to
the Holy See.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert S. Connan to be Ambassador
to Iceland.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Timothy J. Roemer to be Ambassador
to India.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John V. Roos to be Ambassador to Ja-
pan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christopher W. Dell to be Ambassa-
dor to Kosovo.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patricia A. Butenis to be Ambassador
to Sri Lanka and Maldives.

The President declared a major disaster in
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms, flooding, tornadoes,
and straight-line winds beginning on May 17
and continuing.

May 28
In the morning, the President returned to

Washington, DC, arriving in the afternoon.
Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,

the President met with Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton.

In the evening, in the Oval Office, the Presi-
dent met with his senior advisers.
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The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will visit wounded U.S. military person-
nel and their families at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center in Germany on June 5.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gordon S. Heddell to be Inspector
General of the Department of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ellen Gloninger Murray to be Assis-
tant Secretary for Resources and Technology
at the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Polly Trottenberg to be Assistant
Secretary for Transportation Policy at the De-
partment of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James J. Markowsky to be Assistant
Secretary for Fossil Energy at the Department
of Energy.

May 29
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval
Office, he met with Vice President Biden. Lat-
er, also in the Oval Office, they had an eco-
nomic briefing.

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office,
the President met with his senior advisers.
Later, also in the Oval Office, he met with Na-
tional Economic Council staff members.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kentucky and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by severe storms, torna-
does, flooding, and mudslides from May 3–20.

May 30
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to New York City.
In the evening, the President and Mrs.

Obama returned to Washington, DC, arriving
the following morning.

May 31
The President announced the designation

of a Presidential delegation to San Salvador, El
Salvador, to attend the inauguration of Presi-
dent-elect Carlos Mauricio Funes Cartagena
on June 1: 

Hillary Rodham Clinton (head of
delegation); 

Robert Blau; 
Eliot L. Engel; 
William D. Delahunt; 
Gregory W. Meeks; 
Thomas A. Shannon, Jr.; 
Dan Restrepo; and
Alonzo Cantu.

June 1
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
the National Naval Medical Center in Bethes-
da, MD, where he visited wounded U.S. mili-
tary personnel and their families and awarded
two Purple Heart medals. Later, he returned
to Washington, DC. Then, in the Roosevelt
Room, he met with National Economic Coun-
cil staff members.

June 2
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an economic briefing followed
by an intelligence briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Speaker of the House of
Representatives Nancy Pelosi and House Ma-
jority Leader Steny H. Hoyer.

In the evening, the President traveled to Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, arriving the following af-
ternoon.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John M. McHugh to be Secretary of
the Army.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert M. McDowell to be a Com-
missioner of the Federal Communications
Commission.

June 3
In the afternoon, upon arrival at King Kha-

lid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Ara-
bia, the President participated in an arrival
ceremony with King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz
Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. Later, the President
traveled to the King’s farm, where he
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participated in a welcoming reception with
King Abdallah. 

In the evening, the President had dinner
with King Abdallah.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James A.S. Leach to be Chairman of
the National Endowment for the Humanities.

The President declared a major disaster in
Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms, tornadoes, flooding,
and straight-line winds from May 6-8.

June 4
In the morning, the President traveled to

Cairo, Egypt. Upon arrival at Cairo Airport, he
traveled to Al Quba Palace, where he participat-
ed in a welcoming ceremony with President
Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. Later, he
and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
toured the Sultan Hassan Mosque.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Cairo University. Later, he toured the pyramids
and the Sphinx. He then met with U.S. Embas-
sy staff.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Dresden, Germany. Later, he had a telephone
conversation with Prime Minister Gordon
Brown of the United Kingdom.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Anne S. Ferro to be Administrator of
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion at the Department of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ernie DuBester to be a member of
the Federal Labor Relations Authority.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Julia A. Clark to be General Counsel
of the Federal Labor Relations Authority.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carlos Pascual to be Ambassador to
Mexico.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David C. Jacobson to be Ambassador
to Canada.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James B. Smith to be Ambassador to
Saudi Arabia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donald H. Gips to be Ambassador to
South Africa.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patricia N. Moller to be Ambassador
to Guinea.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nicole A. Avant to be Ambassador to
the Bahamas.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth H. Merten to be Ambassa-
dor to Haiti.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Anne E. Derse to be Ambassador to
Lithuania.

The President announced that he has nomi-
nated B. Todd Jones to be U.S. attorney for the
District of Minnesota.

June 5
In the morning, the President traveled to

Dresden Castle, where he signed the Golden
Books for the state of Saxony and the city of
Dresden. Later, he and Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany toured the Frauenkirche
(Church of Our Lady). He then traveled to
Zwinger Palace.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Weimar, Germany. Later, he traveled to
Ramstein, Germany.  

In the evening, the President visited Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center, where he met
with wounded U.S. military personnel and
medical staff members and awarded six Purple
Heart medals to marines and soldiers. He then
visited the USO Warrior Center, where he met
with and made remarks to military personnel
and their families. Later, he traveled to Paris,
France.

June 6
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Obama traveled to Caen, France.
In the afternoon, at the Prefecture, the Pres-

ident and Mrs. Obama participated in a wel-
coming ceremony with President Nicolas Sar-
kozy of France and his wife Carla Bruni-Sar-
kozy. Later, he had a working lunch with Presi-
dent Sarkozy.

Later in the afternoon, the President and
Mrs. Obama traveled to the Normandy
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American Cemetery and Memorial, where
they toured the visitor’s center, visited the
overlook of Omaha Beach, and met with D-
Day veterans. Later, they returned to Paris,
France, arriving in the evening.

Later in the evening, the President and
Mrs. Obama traveled to the U.S. Ambassa-
dor’s residence, where they were joined by
their daughters Sasha and Malia. They then
traveled to Notre Dame Cathedral, where
they attended a children’s choir performance
and toured the church. Later, they returned to
the U.S. Ambassador’s residence.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will welcome Prime Minister Silvio Ber-
lusconi of Italy to the White House on June
15.

June 7
In the morning, the President, Mrs. Obama,

and their daughters Sasha and Malia visited
the Pompidou Centre. Later, he returned to
the U.S. Ambassador’s residence.

In the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

June 8
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu of Israel.

The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will welcome Prime Minister Morgan
Tsvangirai of Zimbabwe to the Oval Office on
June 12.

June 9
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing. Then, also in the Oval
Office, he had an economic briefing followed
by a meeting with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the State Dining Room,
the President met with Democratic members
of the House Ways and Means Committee.
Later, in the Oval Office, he and Vice Presi-
dent Biden met with Secretary of Defense
Robert M. Gates.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph W. Westphal to be Under
Secretary of the Army.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert V. Abbey to be Director of
the Bureau of Land Management at the De-
partment of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sam D. Hamilton to be Director of
the Office of Fish and Wildlife Service at the
Department of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Deborah A.P. Hersman to be Chair-
man of the National Transportation Safety
Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard A. Lidinsky, Jr., to be a
Commissioner of the Federal Maritime Com-
mission.

The President announced his intention to
renominate Harry Hoglander to be a member
of the National Mediation Board.

June 10
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing followed by an economic
briefing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers. He then had a tele-
phone conversation with Virginia gubernatori-
al candidate R. Creigh Deeds to congratulate
him on his Democratic primary election victo-
ry.

Later in the morning, also in the Oval Of-
fice, the President and Vice President Biden
met with Senate Finance Committee Chair-
man Max S. Baucus and Ranking Member
Charles E. Grassley and Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Rank-
ing Member Michael B. Enzi and Senior
Member Christopher J. Dodd to discuss
health care reform.

In the afternoon, in the Private Dining
Room, the President had lunch with Vice
President Biden. He was then briefed on the
shooting at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum by Press Secretary Robert L. Gibbs. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President met with Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner. Later, also in the
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Oval Office, he and Vice President Biden met
with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with King Abdullah II
of Jordan, President Rafael Correa Delgado of
Ecuador, and President Michel Sleiman of Leb-
anon.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joan M. Evans to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs at
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Warren F. “Pete” Miller, Jr., to be As-
sistant Secretary for Nuclear Energy at the De-
partment of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John R. Norris to be a Commissioner
of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

June 11
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by a
meeting with his senior advisers. Later, he trav-
eled to Green Bay, WI. Then, at Southwest
High School, he met with grassroots activists.

In the afternoon, at Southwest High School,
the President met with local political leaders.
Later, he returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Pamela J.H. Slutz to be Ambassador
to Burundi.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gordon Gray to be Ambassador to
Tunisia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard J. Schmierer to be Ambassa-
dor to Oman.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Martha L. Campbell to be Ambassa-
dor to the Marshall Islands.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Alfonso E. Lenhardt to be Ambassa-
dor to Tanzania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark H. Gitenstein to be Ambassa-
dor to Romania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Howard W. Gutman to be Ambassa-
dor to Belgium.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Don Beyer to be Ambassador to Swit-
zerland and Lichtenstein.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Vinai Thummalapally to be Ambassa-
dor to Belize.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John R. Nay to be Ambassador to Su-
riname.

The President declared a major disaster in
Alaska and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by flooding and ice jams beginning on
April 28 and continuing.

The President made additional disaster assis-
tance available to Iowa by authorizing an in-
crease in the level of Federal funding for debris
removal and emergency protective measures
undertaken as a result of the severe storms, tor-
nadoes, and flooding that struck the State from
May 25 to August 13, 2008.

June 12
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by a
meeting with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met separately with Sens. Sherrod
Brown and Dianne Feinstein.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will meet with President Alvaro Uribe
Velez of Colombia at the White House on June
29.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will meet with President Michelle Bache-
let Jeria of Chile at the White House on June
23.

June 15
In the morning, the President traveled to

Chicago, IL.
In the afternoon, the President returned to

Washington, DC.
The President announced the designation of

the following individuals as members of a Presi-
dential delegation to Libreville, Gabon, to at-
tend the funeral of President Omar Bongo On-
dimba on June 16: 

Eunice S. Reddick (head of delegation); 
Phillip Carter III; 
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Michael Strautmanis;
Ertharin Cousin; and 
Howard Wolpe.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Kimberly K. Teehee as Senior Policy
Adviser for Native American Affairs.

June 16
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing followed by an economic
briefing. Later, also in the Oval Office, they
met with President Lee Myung-bak of South
Korea.

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President and Vice President Biden
had a working lunch with President Lee.
Then, in the Oval Office, he met with his se-
nior advisers. Later, also in the Oval Office, he
and Vice President Biden met with Secretary
of Defense Robert M. Gates.

The President announced the designation
of the following individuals as members of a
Presidential delegation to Ulaanbaatar, Mon-
golia, to attend the inauguration of President-
elect Tsakhia Elbegdorj of Mongolia on June
18: 

Mark C. Minton (head of delegation); 
Nicholas M. Hill; and 
Stanley Roth.

The President declared a major disaster in
Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and
flooding beginning on April 27 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
South Dakota and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding be-
ginning on March 11 and continuing.

June 17
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Shaun L.S. Donovan.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed John R. Phillips as Chair of the Presi-
dent’s Commission on White House Fellow-
ships.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Cheryl L. Dorsey as Vice Chair of the
President’s Commission on White House Fel-
lowships.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed the following individuals as Commis-
sioners of the President’s Commission on
White House Fellowships: 

M. John Berry; 
Tom Brokaw; 
Wesley K. Clark; 
Thomas A. Daschle; 
Nelson Diaz; 
Helene D. Gayle; 
Vartan Gregorian; 
Cynthia Hale; 
Deborah Harmon; 
Christy Haubegger; 
Peter Henry; 
John Hockenberry; 
Claudia Kennedy; 
Maya Lin; 
George Munoz; 
Lloyd W. Newton; 
Pierre Omidyar; 
Roger B. Porter; 
Paul Spyros Sarbanes; 
Ruth J. Simmons; 
Maya Soetoro-Ng; 
George E. Thibault; 
Bryan Traubert; 
Laurence Tribe; 
Eleanor Kaye Wilson; and 
Judy Wise. 

June 18
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Vice President Joe Biden.
He then had a telephone conversation with
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National Hockey League’s Pittsburgh Penguins
head coach Dan Bylsma to congratulate the
team on winning the Stanley Cup. Later, he had
a telephone conversation with Los Angeles Lak-
ers head coach Phil Jackson to congratulate the
team on winning the NBA Finals. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President and Vice President Biden met
with U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace
George J. Mitchell. Later, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with Secretary of the Treasury
Timothy F. Geithner.

The White House announced that the Presi-
dent will welcome Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany to the White House on June 26.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David J. Kappos to be Under Secre-
tary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Warren F. “Pete” Miller, Jr., to be
Director of the Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management at the Department of En-
ergy.

June 19
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Arlington, VA, where he toured the Year Up
center. Later, he returned to Washington, DC.
Then, in the Oval Office, he met with his senior
advisers.

During the day, in the Map Room, the Presi-
dent participated in an interview with Harry
Smith of CBS News.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph A. Greenaway, Jr., to be U.S.
Circuit judge for the Third Circuit.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Beverly B. Martin to be U.S. Circuit
judge for the Eleventh Circuit.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Matthew W. Barzun to be Ambassa-
dor to Sweden.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John R. Bass to be Ambassador to
Georgia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ertharin Cousin to be U.S. Represen-
tative to the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations with the rank of Ambas-
sador during her tenure of service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James B. Foley to be Ambassador to
Croatia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth E. Gross, Jr., to be Ambas-
sador to Tajikistan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Samuel L. Kaplan to be Ambassador
to Morocco.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jerry P. Lanier to be Ambassador to
Uganda.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Teddy B. Taylor to be Ambassador to
the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, and Papua New
Guinea.

The President declared a major disaster in
Oklahoma and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by wildfires from April 9–12.

The President declared a major disaster in
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and flood-
ing from May 8–16.

June 22
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent and Vice President Joe Biden had an intel-
ligence briefing followed by an economic brief-
ing. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met with
his senior advisers.

June 23
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers. Later, he
had a telephone conversation with President
Valdas Adamkus of Lithuania.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of Defense Rob-
ert M. Gates.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Kevin
M. Rudd of Australia.
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The White House announced that the Pres-
ident will welcome Prime Minister Jan Peter
Balkenende of the Netherlands to the White
House on July 14.

The President declared an emergency in
Oklahoma and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts in the ar-
ea struck by record snow and near-record
snow on March 27 and 28.

June 24
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President had an intelligence briefing followed
by an economic briefing. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room,
the President and Vice President Joe Biden
met with Govs. Jennifer M. Granholm of
Michigan, James H. Douglas of Vermont,
James E. Doyle, of Wisconsin, M. Michael
Rounds of South Dakota, and Christine O.
Gregoire of Washington to discuss health care
reform. Later, in the Oval Office, he partici-
pated in a bill signing ceremony for H.R. 2346,
the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rafael Borras to be Under Secretary
for Management at the Department of Home-
land Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James L. Hudson to be Director of
the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Brenda Dann-Messier to be Assis-
tant Secretary for Vocational and Adult Edu-
cation at the Department of Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kerri-Ann Jones to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Oceans and International Environ-
mental and Scientific Affairs at the Depart-
ment of State.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bryan H. Samuels to be Commis-
sioner of the Administration on Children,
Youth, and Families at the Department of
Health and Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christopher A. Hart to be a member
of the National Transportation Safety Board.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the ar-
ea struck by a severe winter storm and record
or near-record snow from March 26–29.

June 25
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the

President and Vice President Joe Biden had an
intelligence briefing followed by an economic
briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of the Treasury
Timothy F. Geithner. Then, also in the Oval
Office, he met with Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton. Later, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William C. Eacho III to be Ambas-
sador to Austria.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Judith G. Garber to be Ambassador
to Latvia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David Killion to be U.S. Permanent
Representative to the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) with the rank of Ambassador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Knight to be Ambassador to
Benin.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Karen Kornbluh to be Permanent
Representative to the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development
(OECD).

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bruce J. Oreck to be Ambassador to
Finland.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles A. Ray to be Ambassador to
Zimbabwe.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David Thorne to be Ambassador to
Italy and San Marino.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Meredith Attwell Baker to be Com-
missioner of the Federal Communications
Commission.
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The President announced that he has nomi-
nated Charlene E. Honeywell to be U.S. district
judge for the U.S. District Court for the Middle
District of Florida.

The President announced that he has nomi-
nated Jeffrey L. Viken to be U.S. district judge
for the U.S. District Court for South Dakota.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms, flooding, straight-line
winds, and tornadoes from April 25 to May 16.

June 26
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had a working lunch with
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany. Later,
in the Oval Office, he met with Vice President
Joe Biden. Then, also in the Oval Office, he met
with his senior advisers.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Mo-
hamed Najib bin Abdul Razak of Malaysia. He
also had separate telephone conversations with
several Members of Congress to discuss energy
legislation. He also had a telephone conversa-

tion with Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the
United Kingdom.

In the evening, on the South Lawn, the Pres-
ident and Mrs. Obama hosted a picnic for
White House staff.

June 29
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peggy E. Gustafson to be Inspector
General of the Small Business Administration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate George H. Cohen to be Director of
the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Ser-
vice.

June 30
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the Presi-

dent had an intelligence briefing followed by an
economic briefing. Then, also in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with his senior advisers.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Secretary of Energy Steven
Chu.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia.
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The following list does not include promotions
of members of the Uniformed Services, nomina-
tions to the Service Academies, or nominations
of Foreign Service Officers.

Submitted January 20

Steven Chu,
of California, to be Secretary of Energy.

Hillary Rodham Clinton,
of New York, to be Secretary of State.

Thomas Andrew Daschle,
of South Dakota, to be Secretary of Health and
Human Services.

Shaun L.S. Donovan,
of New York, to be Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development.

Arne Duncan,
of Illinois, to be Secretary of Education.

Timothy F. Geithner,
of New York, to be Secretary of the Treasury.

Eric H. Holder, Jr.,
of the District of Columbia, to be Attorney
General.

Lisa Perez Jackson,
of New Jersey, to be Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

Ronald Kirk,
of Texas, to be U.S. Trade Representative, with
the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary.

Ray LaHood,
of Illinois, to be Secretary of Transportation.

Janet Ann Napolitano,
of Arizona, to be Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity.

Peter R. Orszag,
of Massachusetts, to be Director of the Office
of Management and Budget.

Susan E. Rice,
of the District of Columbia, to be Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the Unit-
ed Nations, with the rank and status of Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, and
the Representative of the United States of
America in the Security Council of the United
Nations.

Susan E. Rice,
of the District of Columbia, to be Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the Ses-
sions of the General Assembly of the United
Nations during her tenure of service as Repre-
sentative of the United States of America to the
United Nations.

Christina Duckworth Romer,
of California, to be a member of the Council of
Economic Advisers, vice Edward P. Lazear.

Kenneth Lee Salazar,
of Colorado, to be Secretary of the Interior.

Eric K. Shinseki,
of Hawaii, to be Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Hilda L. Solis,
of California, to be Secretary of Labor.

Thomas J. Vilsack,
of Iowa, to be Secretary of Agriculture.

Dennis Cutler Blair,
of Pennsylvania, to be Director of National In-
telligence, vice J. Michael McConnell, resigned.

Michele A. Flournoy,
of Maryland, to be Under Secretary of Defense
for Policy, vice Eric S. Edelman, resigned.
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Gary Gensler,
of Maryland, to be Commissioner of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission for a
term expiring April 13, 2012, vice Rueben Jef-
fery III, resigned.

Gary Gensler,
of Maryland, to be Chairman of the Commod-
ity Futures Trading Commission, vice Rueben
Jeffery III, resigned.

Austan Dean Goolsbee,
of Illinois, to be a member of the Council of
Economic Advisers, vice Katherine Baicker,
resigned.

Robert F. Hale,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of Defense
(Comptroller), vice Tina Westby Jonas, re-
signed.

John P. Holdren,
of Massachusetts, to be Director of the Office
of Science and Technology Policy, vice John
M. Marburger III.

Jeh Charles Johnson,
of New York, to be General Counsel of the
Department of Defense, vice William J.
Haynes II, resigned.

Jacob J. Lew,
of New York, to be Deputy Secretary of State
for Management and Resources (new posi-
tion).

Jane Lubchenco,
of Oregon, to be Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere, vice Con-
rad Lautenbacher, Jr., resigned.

William J. Lynn III,
of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense, vice Gordon England.

Robert L. Nabors II,
of New Jersey, to be Deputy Director of the
Office of Management and Budget, vice Ste-
phen S. McMillin, resigned.

Cecilia Elena Rouse,
of California, to be a member of the Council
of Economic Advisers, vice Donald B. Marron,
resigned.

Mary L. Schapiro,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member of
the Securities and Exchange Commission for a
term expiring June 5, 2014, vice Christopher
Cox, resigned.

James Braidy Steinberg,
of Texas, to be Deputy Secretary of State, vice
John D. Negroponte.

Nancy Helen Sutley,
of California, to be a member of the Council
on Environmental Quality, vice James Lau-
rence Connaughton.

Daniel K. Tarullo,
Of Massachusetts, to be a member of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System for a term of 14 years from February 1,
2008, vice Randall S. Kroszner, term expired.

Submitted January 26

Elena Kagan,
of Massachusetts, to be Solicitor General of
the United States, vice Gregory G. Garre, re-
signed.

David W. Ogden,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Attorney General,
vice Mark R. Filip.

Submitted January 27

Timothy F. Geithner,
of New York, to be the U.S. Governor of the
International Monetary Fund for a term of 5
years; U.S. Governor of the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development for a
term of 5 years; U.S. Governor of the Inter-
American Development Bank for a term of 5
years; U.S. Governor of the African
Development Bank for a term of 5 years; U.S.
Governor of the Asian Development Bank;
U.S. Governor of the African Development
Fund; U.S. Governor of the European Bank
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for Reconstruction and Development, vice
Henry M. Paulson, Jr., resigned.

Submitted January 30

Leon E. Panetta,
of California, to be Director of the Central In-
telligence Agency, vice General Michael V.
Hayden, U.S.A.F.

Thomas John Perrelli,
of Virginia, to be Associate Attorney General,
vice Kevin J. O’Connor, resigned.

Withdrawn February 9

Thomas Andrew Daschle,
of South Dakota, to be Secretary of Health and
Human Services, which was sent to the Senate
on January 20, 2009.

Submitted February 11

David S. Kris,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Attorney Gener-
al, vice J. Patrick Rowan, resigned.

Dawn Elizabeth Johnsen,
of Indiana, to be an Assistant Attorney General,
vice Jack Landman Goldsmith III, resigned.

Lanny A. Breuer,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Attorney General, vice Alice S. Fisher, re-
signed.

Christine Anne Varney,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Attorney General, vice Thomas O. Barnett, re-
signed.

Submitted February 25

Jane Holl Lute,
of New York, to be Deputy Secretary of Home-
land Security, vice Paul A. Schneider, resigned.

Tony West,
of California, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Gregory G. Katsas, resigned.

Submitted February 27

David J. Hayes,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of the Inte-
rior, vice Patricia Lynn Scarlett, resigned.

Karen Gordon Mills,
of Maine, to be Administrator of the Small
Business Administration, vice Steven C. Pres-
ton, resigned.

Submitted March 3

Seth David Harris,
of New Jersey, to be Deputy Secretary of La-
bor, vice Howard Radzely, resigned.
Submitted March 4

John Berry,
of the District of Columbia, to be Director of
the Office of Personnel Management for a term
of 4 years, vice Linda M. Springer, resigned.

Ronald C. Sims,
of Washington, to be Deputy Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, vice Romolo
A. Bernardi, resigned.

Submitted March 10

Sherburne B. Abbott,
of Texas, to be an Associate Director of the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy, vice
Duncan T. Moore, resigned. 

David S. Cohen,
of Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary for Ter-
rorist Financing, Department of the Treasury,
vice Patrick M. O’Brien, resigned. 

Dana G. Gresham,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Transportation, vice Simon Charles
Gros. 

Alan B. Krueger,
of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury, vice Phillip L. Swagel, resigned. 
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James N. Miller, Jr.,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy, vice Christopher Ryan
Henry. 

John Morton,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Homeland Security, vice Julie L. Myers, re-
signed.

Submitted March 11

Esther Brimmer,
of the District of Colombia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (International Organization
Affairs), vice Brian H. Hook, resigned.

Jonathan Z. Cannon,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, vice Mar-
cus C. Peacock, resigned.

Ivo H. Daalder,
of Virginia, to be U.S. Permanent Representa-
tive on the Council of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization, with the rank and status of
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentia-
ry.

Karl Winfrid Eikenberry,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Islamic Republic of Afghani-
stan.

Ivan K. Fong,
of Ohio, to be General Counsel, Department
of Homeland Security, vice Philip J. Perry, re-
signed.

Philip H. Gordon,
of the District of Colombia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (European and Eurasian Af-
fairs), vice Daniel Fried, resigned.

W. Scott Gould,
of the District of Colombia, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, vice Gordon H.
Mansfield, resigned.

Christopher R. Hill,
of Rhode Island, a career member of the Se-
nior Foreign Service, class of Career Minister,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Iraq.

Richard Rahul Verma,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Legislative Affairs), vice Matthew A.
Reynolds, resigned.

Melanne Verveer,
of the District of Colombia, to be Ambassador
at Large for Women’s Global Issues.

Submitted March 12

Thomas L. Strickland, 
of Colorado, to be Assistant Secretary for Fish
and Wildlife, vice R. Lyle Laverty. 

Alexander Vershbow, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Defense, vice Mary Beth Long,
resigned.

Submitted March 16

Ladda Tammy Duckworth,
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs (Public and Intergovernmental
Affairs), vice Lisette M. Mondello, resigned.

R. Gil Kerlikowske,
of Washington, to be Director of National
Drug Control Policy, vice John P. Walters, re-
signed. 

Roy W. Kienitz,
of Pennsylvania, to be Under Secretary of
Transportation for Policy, vice Jeffrey Shane,
resigned. 

Gary Locke,
of Washington, to be Secretary of Commerce. 

Demetrios J. Marantis,
of the District of Columbia, to be a Deputy
U.S. Trade Representative, with the rank of
Ambassador, vice Peter F. Allgeier, resigned. 
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Regina McCarthy,
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency,
vice Jeffrey R. Holmstead, resigned. 

Kim N. Wallace,
of Texas, to be a Deputy Under Secretary of the
Treasury, vice Kevin I. Fromer, resigned. 

Submitted March 17

William V. Corr,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of Health
and Human Services, vice Tevi David Troy, re-
signed.

David F. Hamilton,
of Indiana, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Sev-
enth Circuit, vice Kenneth F. Ripple, retired.

William Craig Fugate,
of Florida, to be Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, Department
of Homeland Security, vice R. David Paulison. 

Rose Eilene Gottemoeller,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of State
(Verification and Compliance), vice Paula A.
DeSutter, resigned. 

Demetrios J. Marantis,
of the District of Columbia, to be a Deputy U.S.
Trade Representative, with the rank of Ambas-
sador, vice Karan K. Bhatia, resigned. 

Kathleen Sebelius,
of Kansas, to be Secretary of Health and Hu-
man Services.

Withdrawn March 17

Demetrios J. Marantis,
of the District of Columbia, to be a Deputy
United States Trade Representative, with the
rank of Ambassador, vice Peter F. Allgeier, re-
signed, which was sent to the Senate on March
16, 2009.

Submitted March 18

Russlynn Ali,
of California, to be Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights, Department of Education, vice Stepha-
nie Johnson Monroe, resigned. 

Susan Flood Burk,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service, to be Special Representative of
the President, with the rank of Ambassador. 

Ashton B. Carter,
of Massachusetts, to be Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logis-
tics, vice John J. Young, Jr. 

Carmel Martin,
of Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary for Plan-
ning, Evaluation, and Policy Development, De-
partment of Education, vice Williamson Evers,
resigned. 

James W. Miller,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of Agricul-
ture for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Servic-
es, vice Mark Everett Keenum, resigned. 

Charles P. Rose,
of Illinois, to be General Counsel, Department
of Education, vice Kent D. Talbert, resigned.

Ronald H. Weich, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Attorney General, vice William Emil Moschel-
la.

Submitted March 19

April S. Boyd, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Commerce, vice Nathaniel F.
Wienecke, resigned. 

Peter Cunningham, 
of Illinois, to be Assistant Secretary for Com-
munications and Outreach, Department of Ed-
ucation, vice Lauren M. Maddox. 
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Michelle DePass, 
of New York, to be an Assistant Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, vice
Judith Elizabeth Ayres, resigned. 

Brian Vincent Kennedy, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of La-
bor, vice Kristine Ann Iverson, resigned. 

Kathleen A. Merrigan, 
of Massachusetts, to be Deputy Secretary of
Agriculture, vice Charles F. Conner, resigned.

Submitted March 23

Lael Brainard, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Under
Secretary of the Treasury, vice David H. Mc-
Cormick, resigned. 

Johnnie Carson, 
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (African Affairs), vice Jendayi Elizabeth
Frazer, resigned. 

Julius Genachowski, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member of
the Federal Communications Commission for
a term of 5 years from July 1, 2008, vice Jona-
than Steven Adelstein, term expired. 

Cynthia J. Giles, 
of Rhode Island, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, vice Granta Y. Nakayama, resigned. 

Kristina M. Johnson, 
of Maryland, to be Under Secretary of Energy,
vice Clarence H. Albright, resigned. 

Harold Hongju Koh, 
of Connecticut, to be Legal Adviser of the De-
partment of State, vice John B. Bellinger III,
resigned. 

Joe Leonard, Jr., 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Agriculture, vice Margo M. McK-
ay, resigned. 

Submitted March 24

Marisa J. Demeo,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of 15 years, vice Rufus
Gunn King III, retired. 

Florence Y. Pan,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of 15 years, vice Linda
Turner Hamilton.

Withdrawn March 24

Stuart Gordon Nash,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of 15 years, vice Rufus
Gunn King III, retired, which was sent to the
Senate on January 8, 2009. 

Submitted March 25

Margaret A. Hamburg,
of the District of Columbia, to be Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, Department of
Health and Human Services, vice Andrew von
Eschenbach, resigned.

Peter A. Kovar,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, vice Sheila
McNamara Greenwood.

Dallas P. Tonsager,
of South Dakota, to be Under Secretary of Ag-
riculture for Rural Development, vice Thomas
C. Dorr, resigned.

Submitted March 26

Luis C. de Baca,
of Virginia, to be Director of the Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking, with the
rank of Ambassador at Large, vice Mark P.
Lagon, resigned. 
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T. Michael Kerr,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Labor, vice Patrick Pizzella, re-
signed. 

Steven Elliot Koonin,
of California, to be Under Secretary for Sci-
ence, Department of Energy, vice Raymond L.
Orbach, resigned. 

Linda A. Puchala,
of Maryland, to be a member of the National
Mediation Board for a term expiring July 1,
2009, vice Read Van de Water, term expired. 

Linda A. Puchala,
of Maryland, to be a member of the National
Mediation Board for a term expiring July 1,
2012 (reappointment).

Yvette Roubideaux,
of Arizona, to be Director of the Indian Health
Service, Department of Health and Human
Services, for the term of 4 years, vice Robert G.
McSwain, resigned. 

Joseph C. Szabo,
of Illinois, to be Administrator of the Federal
Railroad Administration, vice Joseph H. Board-
man.

Submitted March 31

Thomas E. Perez,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Attorney Gener-
al, vice Wan J. Kim. 

Lawrence E. Strickling,
of Illinois, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Information,
vice John M.R. Kneuer. 

Hilary Chandler Tompkins,
of New Mexico, to be Solicitor of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, vice David Longly Bern-
hardt, resigned. 

Ines R. Triay,
of New Mexico, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Environmental Management), vice
James A. Rispoli, resigned. 

Withdrawn March 31

Jonathan Z. Cannon,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, vice Marcus
C. Peacock, resigned, which was sent to the
Senate on March 11, 2009.

Submitted April 2 

Andre M. Davis,
of Maryland, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Fourth Circuit, vice Francis D. Murnaghan, Jr.,
deceased. 

Gerard E. Lynch,
of New York, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Second Circuit, vice Chester J. Straub, retired.

Jo-Ellen Darcy,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Army, vice John Paul Woodley, Jr.

Krysta Harden,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of Agri-
culture, vice Linda Avery Strachan, resigned.

Scott Blake Harris,
of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Energy, vice David R. Hill, re-
signed.

Timothy W. Manning,
of New Mexico, to be Deputy Administrator for
National Preparedness, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Department of Home-
land Security, vice Dennis R. Schrader.

John U. Sepulveda,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs (Human Resources), vice Michael
W. Hager.

Submitted April 20

Peter H. Appel,
of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Research
and Innovative Technology Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, vice Paul R. Bru-
baker, resigned. 
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Helen R. Kanovsky,
of Maryland, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, vice Robert M. Couch. 

Cameron F. Kerry,
of Massachusetts, to be General Counsel of
the Department of Commerce, vice Lily Fu
Claffee, resigned. 

Robert S. Rivkin,
of Illinois, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Transportation, vice David James
Gribbin IV, resigned. 

William K. Sessions III,
of Vermont, to be Chair of the United States
Sentencing Commission, vice Ricardo H. Hi-
nojosa. 

John D. Trasvina,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, vice Kim
Kendrick, resigned.

Roger W. Baker,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs (Information and Technology),
vice Robert T. Howard, resigned. 

Rand Beers,
of the District of Columbia, to be Under Sec-
retary, Department of Homeland Security,
vice Robert D. Jamison, resigned. 

Raphael William Bostic,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, vice Dar-
lene F. Williams, resigned. 

Michael L. Connor,
of Maryland, to be Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, vice Robert W. Johnson. 

Philip J. Crowley,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Public Affairs), vice Sean Ian McCor-
mack, resigned. 

John Q. Easton,
of Illinois, to be Director of the Institute of
Education Science, Department of Education
for a term of 6 years, vice Grover J. Whitehu-
rst, term expired. 

Larry J. EchoHawk,
of Utah, to be an Assistant Secretary of the In-
terior, vice Carl Joseph Artman, resigned. 

Jeffrey D. Feltman,
of Ohio, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to
be an Assistant Secretary of State (Near East-
ern Affairs), vice C. David Welch, resigned. 

Gabriella Cecilia Gomez,
of California, to be Assistant Secretary for
Legislation and Congressional Affairs, Depart-
ment of Education, vice Holly A. Kuzmich, re-
signed. 

Wallace C. Gregson,
of Colorado, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense, vice James Shinn.

William A. Gunn,
of Virginia, to be General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, vice Paul J. Hutter. 

Priscilla E. Guthrie,
of Virginia, to be Chief Information Officer,
Office of the Director of National Intelligence,
vice Dale W. Meyerrose, resigned. 

Sandra Brooks Henriquez,
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, vice Or-
lando J. Cabrera. 

Fred P. Hochberg,
of New York, to be President of the Export-
Import Bank of the United States for a term
expiring January 20, 2013, vice James Lam-
bright, term expired. 

Bonnie D. Jenkins,
of New York, for the rank of Ambassador dur-
ing her tenure of service as Coordinator for
Threat Reduction Programs. 
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Elizabeth Lee King,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Defense, vice Robert L. Wilkie, re-
signed. 

Howard K. Koh,
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Health and Human Services, vice Joxel Gar-
cia, resigned. 

Raymond Edwin Mabus, Jr.,
of Mississippi, to be Secretary of the Navy, vice
Donald C. Winter. 

George Wheeler Madison,
of Connecticut, to be General Counsel for the
Department of the Treasury, vice Robert F.
Hoyt, resigned. 

Kathleen Martinez,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of La-
bor, vice Neil Romano, resigned. 

Judith A. McHale,
of Maryland, to be Under Secretary of State for
Public Diplomacy, vice James K. Glassman, re-
signed. 

A. Thomas McLellan,
of Pennsylvania, to be Deputy Director of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy, vice Scott M.
Burns, resigned. 

Michael Nacht,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense, vice Joseph A. Benkert.

Daniel B. Poneman,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of Energy,
vice Jeffrey Clay Sell, resigned.

Donald Michael Remy,
of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of the Army, vice Benedict S. Cohen,
resigned. 

Jose D. Riojas,
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs (Operations, Security, and Prepared-
ness), vice Charles L. Hopkins, resigned. 

Francisco J. Sanchez,
of Florida, to be Under Secretary of Commerce
for International Trade, vice Christopher A. Pa-
dilla, resigned.

David B. Sandalow,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Energy (International Affairs and
Domestic Policy), vice Karen Alderman Har-
bert, resigned.

Miriam E. Sapiro,
of the District of Columbia, to be a Deputy U.S.
Trade Representative, with the rank of Ambas-
sador, vice John K. Veroneau, resigned.

Peter S. Silva,
of California, to be an Assistant Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, vice
Benjamin Grumbles, resigned.

M. Patricia Smith,
of New York, to be Solicitor for the Department
of Labor, vice Gregory F. Jacob, resigned.

Mary L. Smith,
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Attorney General,
vice Nathan J. Hochman, resigned.

Mathy Stanislaus,
of New Jersey, to be Assistant Administrator,
Office of Solid Waste, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, vice Susan P. Bodine, resigned.

Rhea S. Suh,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Interior, vice R. Thomas Weimer, resigned.

Cass R. Sunstein,
of Massachusetts, to be Administrator of the
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget, vice Susan
E. Dudley.

Neal S. Wolin,
of Illinois, to be Deputy Secretary of the Trea-
sury, vice Robert M. Kimmitt, resigned.

Robert O. Work,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of the Navy,
vice Dionel M. Aviles, resigned.
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Submitted April 21

David H. Stevens,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, vice Brian
D. Montgomery.

Jonathan Steven Adelstein,
of South Dakota, to be Administrator, Rural
Utilities Service, Department of Agriculture,
vice James M. Andrew, resigned.

Thomasina Rogers,
of Maryland, to be a member of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commission
for a term expiring April 27, 2015 (reappoint-
ment).

Submitted April 23

Victor M. Mendez,
of Arizona, to be Administrator of the Federal
Highway Administration, vice Thomas J. Mad-
ison, resigned. 

Stephen Alan Owens,
of Arizona, to be Assistant Administrator for
Toxic Substances of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, vice James B. Gulliford, re-
signed. 

Rajiv J. Shah,
of Washington, to be Under Secretary of Agri-
culture for Research, Education, and Eco-
nomics, vice Gale A. Buchanan, resigned.

Submitted April 27

Daniel Benjamin,
of the District of Columbia, to be Coordinator
for Counterterrorism, with the rank and status
of Ambassador at Large, vice Dell L. Dailey,
resigned. 

Robert Orris Blake, Jr.,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Assistant Secretary of State for South
Asian Affairs, vice Richard A. Boucher, re-
signed. 

Phyllis Corrine Borzi,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Labor, vice Bradford P. Campbell, resigned. 

William F. Brinkman,
of New Jersey, to be Director of the Office of
Science, Department of Energy, vice Ray-
mond L. Orbach, resigned. 

Kurt M. Campbell,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (East Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs), vice Christopher R. Hill, resigned. 

Anne Castle,
of Colorado, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Interior, vice Mark A. Limbaugh. 

David Heyman,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security, vice Stewart
A. Baker, resigned. 

Thomas R. Lamont,
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Army, vice Ronald J. James. 

John D. Porcari,
of Maryland, to be Deputy Secretary of Trans-
portation, vice Thomas J. Barrett, resigned. 

Pearlie S. Reed,
of Arkansas, to be an Assistant Secretary of Ag-
riculture, vice Boyd Kevin Rutherford. 

Catherine Radford Zoi,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy), vice Alexander A. Karsner, resigned.

Submitted April 28

Rebecca M. Blank,
of Maryland, to be Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Economic Affairs, vice Cynthia A.
Glassman, resigned. 

Robert S. Litt,
of Maryland, to be General Counsel of the Of-
fice of the Director of National Intelligence,
vice Benjamin A. Powell, resigned. 
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Laurie I. Mikva,
of Illinois, to be a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Legal Services Corporation for a
term expiring July 13, 2010, vice Florentino
Subia, term expired. 

Paul N. Stockton,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense, vice Paul McHale, resigned.

Submitted April 29

Eric P. Goosby,
of California, to be Ambassador at Large and
Coordinator of United States Government Ac-
tivities to Combat HIV/AIDS Globally. 

Martha J. Kanter,
of California, to be Under Secretary of Educa-
tion, vice Sara Alicia Tucker, resigned. 

Peter M. Rogoff,
of Virginia, to be Federal Transit Administrator,
vice James S. Simpson, resigned. 

Andrew Charles Weber,
of Virginia, to be Assistant to the Secretary of
Defense for Nuclear and Chemical and Biologi-
cal Defense Programs, vice Frederick S. Celec.

Kevin W. Concannon,
of Maine, to be Under Secretary of Agriculture
for Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services,
vice Nancy Montanez-Johner, resigned. 

Robert M. Groves,
of Michigan, to be Director of the Census, vice
Steven H. Murdock, resigned.

Submitted April 30

Charles A. Blanchard,
of Arizona, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of the Air Force, vice Mary L. Walk-
er, resigned.

Submitted May 1

Herbert M. Allison, Jr.,
of Connecticut, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury (new position).

Michael S. Barr,
of Michigan, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury, vice David George Nason, resigned.

Submitted May 4

Kathy J. Greenlee,
of Kansas, to be Assistant Secretary for Aging,
Department of Health and Human Services,
vice Josefina Carbonell, resigned. 

Martha N. Johnson,
of Maryland, to be Administrator of General
Services, vice Lurita Alexis Doan, resigned. 

Mercedes Marquez,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, vice Susan
D. Peppler, resigned. 

Philip Mudd,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary for Intelli-
gence and Analysis, Department of Homeland
Security (new position).

John J. Sullivan,
of Maryland, to be a member of the Federal
Election Commission for a term expiring April
30, 2013, vice Ellen L. Weintraub, term ex-
pired. 

Submitted May 6

Wilma A. Lewis,
of the Virgin Islands, to be an Assistant Secre-
tary of the Interior, vice C. Stephen Allred, re-
signed. 

Carmen R. Nazario,
of Puerto Rico, to be Assistant Secretary for
Family Support, Department of Health and
Human Services, vice Diane D. Rath. 

Jane Oates,
of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Labor, vice Emily Stover DeRocco. 

Tara Jeanne O’Toole,
of Maryland, to be Under Secretary for Science
and Technology, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, vice Jay M. Cohen, resigned. 
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Eric P. Schwartz,
of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Population, Refugees, and Migration),
vice Ellen R. Sauerbrey. 

Andrew J. Shapiro,
of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Political-Military Affairs), vice Mark
Kimmitt, resigned. 

Ellen O. Tauscher,
of California, to be Under Secretary of State
for Arms Control and International Security,
vice Robert Joseph, resigned.

Submitted May 11

J. Randolph Babbitt,
of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration for the term of 5
years, vice Marion C. Blakey, term expired. 

Lorelei Boylan,
of New York, to be Administrator of the Wage
and Hour Division, Department of Labor, vice
Paul DeCamp. 

Jamie Michael Morin,
of Michigan, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Air Force, vice John H. Gibson, resigned. 

Stephen Woolman Preston,
of the District of Columbia, to be General
Counsel of the Central Intelligence Agency,
vice Scott W. Muller, resigned.

Submitted May 12

William J. Wilkins,
of the District of Columbia, to be Chief Coun-
sel for the Internal Revenue Service and an
Assistant General Counsel in the Department
of the Treasury, vice Donald Korb, resigned. 

Jeffrey D. Zients,
of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy Di-
rector for Management, Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, vice Clay Johnson III, re-
signed.

Christine M. Griffin,
of Massachusetts, to be Deputy Director of
the Office of Personnel Management, vice
Howard Charles Weizmann, resigned.

Submitted May 14

Aneesh Chopra,
of Virginia, to be an Associate Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy, vice
Richard M. Russell, resigned. 

Capricia Penavic Marshall,
of the District of Columbia, to be Chief of
Protocol, and to have the rank of Ambassador
during her tenure of service, vice Nancy
Goodman Brinker, resigned.

Submitted May 18

Zachary J. Lemnios,
of Massachusetts, to be Director of Defense
Research and Engineering, vice John J. Young,
Jr. 

Anthony W. Miller,
of California, to be Deputy Secretary of Edu-
cation, vice Raymond Simon, resigned. 

Richard G. Newell,
of North Carolina, to be Administrator of the
Energy Information Administration, vice Guy
F. Caruso. 

Rosa Gumataotao Rios,
of California, to be Treasurer of the United
States, vice Anna Escobedo Cabral, resigned.

Submitted May 19

Philip L. Verveer,
of the District of Columbia, for the rank of
Ambassador during his tenure of service as
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-
national Communications and Information
Policy in the Bureau of Economic, Energy,
and Business Affairs and U.S. Coordinator for
International Communications and Informa-
tion Policy.
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Submitted May 20

Bartholomew Chilton,
of Maryland, to be a Commissioner of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission for a term
expiring April 13, 2013 (reappointment).

Colin Scott Cole Fulton,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, vice
Roger Romulus Martella, Jr. 

Alejandro N. Mayorkas,
of California, to be Director of U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services, Department of
Homeland Security, vice Emilio T. Gonzalez.

Submitted May 21

Paul T. Anastas,
of Connecticut, to be an Assistant Administra-
tor of the Environmental Protection Agency,
vice George M. Gray, resigned. 

Cranston J. Mitchell,
of Virginia, to be a Commissioner of the U.S.
Parole Commission for a term of 6 years (reap-
pointment). 

Nancy J. Powell,
of Iowa, a career member of the Senior Foreign
Service, class of Career Minister, to be Director
General of the Foreign Service, vice Harry K.
Thomas, Jr., resigned.

Submitted June 1

Patricia A. Butenis,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, and to
serve concurrently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Maldives. 

Christopher William Dell,
of New Jersey, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to

be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of the United States of America to the Re-
public of Kosovo. 

J. Michael Gilmore,
of Virginia, to be Director of Operational Test
and Evaluation, Department of Defense, vice
Charles E. McQueary. 

Gordon S. Heddell,
of the District of Columbia, to be Inspector
General, Department of Defense, vice Claude
M. Kicklighter, resigned. 

Nicole Lurie,
of Maryland, to be Medical Director in the
Regular Corps of the Public Health Service,
subject to qualifications therefor as provided by
law and regulations, and to be Assistant Secre-
tary for Preparedness and Response, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, vice W.
Craig Vanderwagen, resigned. 

Deborah Matz,
of Virginia, to be a member of the National
Credit Union Administration Board for a term
expiring April 10, 2015, vice Rodney E. Hood,
term expired.

Dennis M. McCarthy,
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary of De-
fense, vice Thomas Forrest Hall. 

Ellen Gloninger Murray,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Health and Human Services, vice Charles E.
Johnson, resigned. 

Charles H. Rivkin,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to France, and to serve concurrently
and without additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to Monaco. 

Evan J. Segal,
of Pennsylvania, to be Chief Financial Officer,
Department of Agriculture, vice Charles R.
Christopherson, Jr., resigned. 
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Thomas Alfred Shannon, Jr.,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Career Minister, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of the United States of America to the
Federative Republic of Brazil. 

Sonia Sotomayor,
of New York, to be an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States, vice Da-
vid H. Souter, retiring.

Submitted June 2

Daniel Ginsberg,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Air Force, vice Craig W.
Duehring. 

Louis B. Susman,
of Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the United Kingdom  of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Submitted June 3

Laurie Susan Fulton,
of Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Denmark. 

Raymond M. Jefferson,
of Hawaii, to be Assistant Secretary of Labor
for Veterans’ Employment and Training, vice
Charles S. Ciccolella, resigned. 

Daniel M. Tangherlini,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury, vice Peter B. Mc-
Carthy, resigned. 

Daniel M. Tangherlini,
of the District of Columbia, to be Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Department of the Treasury, vice
Peter B. McCarthy, resigned.

Submitted June 4

Preet Bharara,
of New York, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of New York for the term of
4 years, vice Michael J. Garcia, resigned. 

Julia Akins Clark,
of Maryland, to be General Counsel of the
Federal Labor Relations Authority for a term
of 5 years, vice Colleen Duffy Kiko, resigned. 

Tristram J. Coffin,
of Vermont, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Vermont for the term of 4 years, vice
Thomas D. Anderson, resigned. 

Ernest W. DuBester,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal La-
bor Relations Authority for a term of 5 years
expiring July 29, 2012, vice Dale Cabaniss, re-
signed. 

Jenny A. Durkan,
of Washington, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Western District of Washington for the term
of 4 years, vice John McKay, resigned. 

Paul Joseph Fishman,
of New Jersey, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of New Jersey for the term of 4 years, vice
Christopher James Christie, resigned. 

B. Todd Jones,
of Minnesota, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Minnesota for the term of 4 years, vice
Rachel K. Paulose, resigned. 

John P. Kacavas,
of New Hampshire, to be U.S. Attorney for
the District of New Hampshire for the term of
4 years, vice Thomas P. Colantuono, resigned. 

Christopher H. Schroeder,
of North Carolina, to be an Assistant Attorney
General, vice Elisebeth C. Cook, resigned. 
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Joyce White Vance,
of Alabama, to be U.S. Attorney for the North-
ern District of Alabama for the term of 4 years,
vice Alice Howze Martin.

Submitted June 8

Anne Elizabeth Derse,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of the United States of America to the Re-
public of Lithuania. 

David C. Jacobson,
of Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America
to Canada. 

Robert Malcolm McDowell,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal
Communications Commission for a term of 5
years from July 1, 2009 (reappointment).

Thelma Melendez de Santa Ana,
of California, to be Assistant Secretary for Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education, Depart-
ment of Education, vice Kerri Layne Briggs. 

Ignacia S. Moreno,
of New York, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Ronald Jay Tenpas, resigned. 

Stuart Gordon Nash,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of 15 years, vice Rafael
Diaz, term expired. 

Carlos Pascual,
of the District of Columbia, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Unit-
ed States of America to Mexico. 

Winslow Lorenzo Sargeant,
of Wisconsin, to be Chief Counsel for Advoca-
cy, Small Business Administration, vice Thomas
M. Sullivan. 

Polly Trottenberg,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Transportation, vice Tyler D. Duvall, resigned. 

Arturo A. Valenzuela,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (Western Hemisphere Af-
fairs), vice Thomas A. Shannon, Jr., resigned.

Submitted June 9

Robert S. Adler,
of North Carolina, to be a Commissioner of the
Consumer Product Safety Commission for a
term of 7 years from October 27, 2007, vice
Stuart M. Statler, resigned. 

Kenneth H. Merten,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Counselor, to be Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of
Haiti. 

Maria Otero,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Under
Secretary of State (Democracy and Global Af-
fairs), vice Paula J. Dobriansky, resigned. 

William E. Spriggs,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of La-
bor, vice Leon R. Sequeira, resigned. 

Inez Moore Tenenbaum,
of South Carolina, to be a Commissioner of the
Consumer Product Safety Commission for a
term of 7 years from October 27, 2006, vice
Harold D. Stratton, resigned. 

Inez Moore Tenenbaum,
of South Carolina, to be Chairman of the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, vice Harold
D. Stratton, resigned.

Submitted June 10

Robert V. Abbey,
of Nevada, to be Director of the Bureau of
Land Management, vice James L. Caswell, re-
signed.
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Harry R. Hoglander,
of Massachusetts, to be a member of the Na-
tional Mediation Board for a term expiring Ju-
ly 1, 2011 (reappointment). 

Timothy J. Roemer,
of Indiana, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to India.

Submitted June 11 

Michael Anthony Battle, Sr.,
of Georgia, to be Representative of the United
States of America to the African Union, with
the rank and status of Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary.

Donald Sternoff Beyer, Jr.,
of Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Switzerland, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional compensation as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentia-
ry of the United States of America to the Prin-
cipality of Liechtenstein.

Martha Larzelere Campbell,
of Michigan, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of the Marshall Islands.

Donald Henry Gips,
of Colorado, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of South Africa.

Gordon Gray,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Tunisia.

Rocco Landesman,
of New York, to be Chairperson of the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts for a term of 4
years, vice Dana Gioia, resigned.

Alfonso E. Lenhardt,
of New York, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the United Republic of Tanzania.

John R. Nay,
of Michigan, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Suriname.

John R. Norris,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member of
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
for the remainder of the term expiring June
30, 2012, vice Joseph Timothy Kelliher, re-
signed.

Daniel M. Rooney,
of Pennsylvania, to be Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United States
of America to Ireland.

Richard J. Schmierer,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Sultanate of Oman.

Pamela Jo Howell Slutz,
of Texas, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Burundi.
992



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Appendix B
Vinai K. Thummalapally,
of Colorado, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Belize.

Joseph W. Westphal,
of New York, to be Under Secretary of the Ar-
my, vice Nelson M. Ford.

Submitted June 16

Nicole A. Avant,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Commonwealth of the Baha-
mas.

Howard W. Gutman,
of Maryland, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Belgium.

Submitted June 17

Vilma S. Martinez,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Argentina. 

Withdrawn June 17

Donald Michael Remy,
of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of the Army, vice Benedict S. Cohen,
resigned, which was sent to the Senate on April
20, 2009.

Submitted June 18

Edward M. Avalos,
of New Mexico, to be Under Secretary of Agri-
culture for Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams, vice Bruce I. Knight, resigned. 

Miguel Humberto Diaz,
of Minnesota, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Holy See. 

Juan M. Garcia III,
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of the Na-
vy, vice William A. Navas, Jr., resigned. 

Deborah A.P. Hersman,
of Virginia, to be a member of the National
Transportation Safety Board for a term expiring
December 31, 2013 (reappointment).

Deborah A.P. Hersman,
of Virginia, to be Chairman of the National
Transportation Safety Board for a term of 2
years, vice Mark V. Rosenker, term expired. 

David J. Kappos,
of California, to be Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Intellectual Property and Director of
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, vice
Jonathan W. Dudas, resigned. 

Richard A. Lidinsky, Jr.,
of Maryland, to be a Federal Maritime Com-
missioner for the term expiring June 30, 2012,
vice A. Paul Anderson, resigned. 

James J. Markowsky,
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Energy (Fossil Energy), vice Jeffrey D. Jar-
rett, resigned. 

Warren F. Miller, Jr.,
of New Mexico, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Nuclear Energy), vice Dennis R. Spur-
geon. 

Robert Perciasepe,
of New York, to be Deputy Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, vice Marcus
C. Peacock, resigned.

Submitted June 19

Joseph A. Greenaway, Jr.,
of New Jersey, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Third Circuit, vice Samuel A. Alito, Jr., elevat-
ed. 

Beverly B. Martin,
of Georgia, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit, vice R. Lanier Anderson III,
retired.
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Mark Henry Gitenstein,
of the District of Columbia, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Unit-
ed States of America to Romania. 

Craig E. Hooks,
of Kansas, to be an Assistant Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, vice
Luis Luna, resigned.

Submitted June 22

John R. Bass,
of New York, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to Georgia.

Charles F. Bolden, Jr.,
of Texas, to be Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, vice
Michael D. Griffin, resigned.

Ertharin Cousin,
of Illinois, for the rank of Ambassador during
her tenure of service as U.S. Representative to
the United Nations Agencies for Food and Ag-
riculture.

James B. Foley,
of New York, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to the
Republic of Croatia.

Lori Garver,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Administrator of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, vice Shana L. Dale, resigned.

Kenneth E. Gross, Jr.,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the Republic
of Tajikistan.

Jerry P. Lanier,
of North Carolina, a career member of the Se-
nior Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentia-
ry of the United States of America to the Re-
public of Uganda.

Warren F. Miller, Jr.,
of New Mexico, to be Director of the Office of
Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, De-
partment of Energy, vice Edward F. Sproat
III, resigned.

Teddy Bernard Taylor,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to
Papua New Guinea, and to serve concurrently
and without additional compensation as Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the Solomon
Islands and Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ameri-
ca to the Republic of Vanuatu.

Submitted June 23

Joan M. Evans,
of Oregon, to be an Assistant Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs (Congressional and Legislative
Affairs), vice Christine O. Hill, resigned.

Submitted June 24

James Legarde Hudson,
of the District of Columbia, to be U.S. Direc-
tor of the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, vice Kenneth L. Peel. 

John Victor Roos,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Japan. 
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James B. Smith,
of New Hampshire, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States
of America to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Submitted June 25

Meredith Attwell Baker,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal
Communications Commission for the remain-
der of the term expiring June 30, 2011, vice
Kevin J. Martin, resigned.

Mignon L. Clyburn,
of South Carolina, to be a member of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission for a term of
5 years from July 1, 2007, vice Deborah Taylor
Tate, term expired.

Judith Gail Garber,
of Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Latvia.

Christopher A. Hart,
of Colorado, to be a member of the National
Transportation Safety Board for a term expiring
December 31, 2012, vice Steven R. Chealand-
er, resigned.

Charlene Edwards Honeywell,
of Florida, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Middle District of Florida, vice Susan C. Buck-
lew, retired.

Kerri-Ann Jones,
of Maine, to be an Assistant Secretary of State
for Oceans and International Environmental
and Scientific Affairs, vice Claudia A. McMur-
ray, resigned.

Samuel Louis Kaplan,
of Minnesota, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Morocco.

David Killion,
of the District of Columbia, for the rank of Am-
bassador during his tenure of service as the U.S.
Permanent Representative to the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Or-
ganization.

James Knight,
of Alabama, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the Republic of
Benin.

Karen Kornbluh,
of New York, to be Representative of the Unit-
ed States of America to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development, with
the rank of Ambassador.

Bruce J. Oreck,
of Colorado, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Finland.

Charles Aaron Ray,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of the United States of America to the Re-
public of Zimbabwe.

Jeffrey L. Viken,
of South Dakota, to be U.S. District Judge for
the District of South Dakota, vice Lawrence L.
Piersol, retiring.
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Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released January 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a briefing by senior administration
officials

Released January 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released January 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released January 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released January 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs and Interior Secretary Ken-
neth L. Salazar

Statement by the Press Secretary on the elec-
tion of Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk and Ka-
liningrad as Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox
Church

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Arkansas 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Kentucky

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
national economy

Released January 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Advance text of the President’s remarks on sign-
ing the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 

Released January 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Missouri

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Washington

Fact Sheet: White House Announces Middle
Class Task Force

Text: Statement by Council of Economic Advis-
ers Chair Christina D. Romer on the fourth
quarter 2008 advance GDP estimate

Released January 31

Excerpts of the President’s remarks at the Alfal-
fa Club dinner

Released February 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s meeting with Democratic congressional
leaders

Released February 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Announcement: White House Releases State-
by-State Employment Data on Impact of Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Plan

Text: Statement by Thomas A. Daschle on his
decision to withdraw his name from consider-
ation to be Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices

Text: Letter from Nancy Killefer on her deci-
sion to withdraw her name from consideration
to be Chief Performance Officer

Released February 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs
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Transcript of a background briefing by senior
administration officials on executive compen-
sation

Statement by the Press Secretary: Treasury
Announces New Restrictions on Executive
Compensation

Announcement: White House Releases Addi-
tional State-Specific Impacts of American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Plan

Advance text of the President’s remarks on ex-
ecutive compensation

Advance text of the President’s remarks on
signing Children’s Health Insurance Program
legislation

Released February 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Kentucky

Statement by the Press Secretary: Obama An-
nounces White House Office of Faith-Based
and Neighborhood Partnerships

Advance text of the President’s remarks at the
National Prayer Breakfast

Advance text of the President’s remarks to the
House Democratic Caucus Issues Conference
in Williamsburg, VA

Released February 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: Obama An-
nounces Economic Advisory Board

Statement by the Press Secretary on the latest
unemployment statistics

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Arkansas

Text: Statement by Council of Economic Ad-
visers Chair Christina D. Romer on the latest
unemployment statistics

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
establishment of the President’s Economic
Recovery Advisory Board

Released February 9

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of remarks by National Security
Adviser James L. Jones, Jr., at the Munich
Conference on Security Policy on February 8 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Governor
Cris to Join President at Fort Myers Town
Hall Meeting Tomorrow

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Directs the National Security and
Homeland Security Advisers to Conduct Im-
mediate Cyber Security Review

Advance text of the President’s remarks in
Elkhart, IN

Advance text of the President’s opening re-
marks at a news conference

Released February 10

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Advance text of the President’s remarks in
Fort Myers, Florida

Released February 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Advance text of the President’s remarks at the
reopening of Ford’s Theatre

Released February 12

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on Senator
Judd A. Gregg’s decision to withdraw his name
for consideration to be Secretary of Com-
merce

Advance text of the President’s remarks at a
Lincoln bicentennial celebration

Advance text of the President’s remarks at the
Abraham Lincoln Association annual banquet
in Springfield, IL

Released February 13

Transcript of a briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs
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Statement by the Press Secretary: President
and First Lady to Host Concert Honoring Ste-
vie Wonder in the East Room on February 25

Advance text of the President’s remarks to the
Business Council

Released February 14

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Promotes Community Service in NBA
All-Star Game Message

Released February 15

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Oklahoma

Released February 16

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released February 17

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser for Strategic Communi-
cation Denis R. McDonough on the President’s
visit to Canada

Statement by the Press Secretary on restructur-
ing reports submitted by General Motors and
Chrysler

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming visit by Prime Minister Taro Aso of Ja-
pan

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Missouri

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Oklahoma

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Tennessee

Announcement: White House Releases State by
State Numbers; American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act to Save or Create 3.5 Million Jobs

Advance text of the President’s remarks on
signing the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 in Denver, CO

Released February 18

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by Treasury Sec-
retary Timothy F. Geithner, Housing and Ur-
ban Development Secretary Shaun L.S. Dono-
van, and Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion Chairman Sheila C. Bair on the home
mortgage plan

Announcement: National Security Adviser
James L. Jones, Jr., to travel to Miami, Florida,
to meet with King Juan Carlos I of Spain and
participate in the Spain-Florida Economic De-
velopment Symposium

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
home mortgage crisis in Phoenix, AZ

Text of a White House executive summary on
the homeowner affordability and stability plan

Released February 19

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs and Deputy Secretary of State
James B. Steinberg

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama and Prime Minister Harper Vow Joint
Effort on North American Economic Recovery

Announcement: White House Announces 2009
Governors’ Dinner

Released February 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Extends Gulf Coast Rebuilding Office;
Sends Cabinet Members to Gulf Coast and
New Orleans

Announcement: Treasury Secretary Timothy F.
Geithner and National Economic Council Di-
rector Lawrence H. Summers Convene Official
Designees to Presidential Task Force on the
Auto Industry

Released February 21

Statement by the Press Secretary on an upcom-
ing visit by Prime Minister Gordon Brown of
the United Kingdom 
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Released February 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces $15 Billion in Medicaid
Relief from ARRA Headed to States

Announcement: Vice President Biden to
Oversee the Administration’s Implementation
of the Recovery Act’s Provisions

Released February 24

Excerpts of the President’s address to the joint
session of the Congress

Advance text of the President’s address to the
joint session of the Congress

Text: Guest list for the First Lady’s Box at the
2009 address to the joint session of the Con-
gress

Released February 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Nominates Former Governor Gary
Locke for Secretary of Commerce

Released February 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of
Management and Budget Director Peter R.
Orszag and Council of Economic Advisers
Chair Christina D. Romer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd of Australia to
Washington

Released February 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs (dated February 26)

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing
by Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates

Fact Sheet: Responsibly Ending the War in
Iraq

Advance text of the President’s remarks on
military operations in Iraq at Camp Lejeune,
NC

Released March 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Will Nominate Governor Kathleen Se-
belius Secretary of HHS, Announces Release
of $155 Million of ARRA Funds for Health
Clinics Across America

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Illinois

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Oregon

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Washington

Released March 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama and Vice President Biden Announce
Investment in Transportation Infrastructure
and Jobs for Americans

Fact sheet: Highway Spending from Recovery
Act Expected To Create or Save 150,000 Jobs
by End of 2010

Transcript of the President’s videotaped re-
marks to the AFL–CIO Executive Council

Released March 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs, Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet A. Napolitano, and Secretary of
Agriculture Thomas J. Vilsack

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to New York

Announcement: Reform Agenda at the De-
partment of Agriculture

Fact sheet: Reforming Government Contract-
ing
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Released March 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by Pres-
ident Obama to Europe

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Indiana

Advance text of the President’s remarks at the
White House Forum on Health Reform

Released March 6

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: Upcoming
visit by President Luis Inacio “Lula” Da Silva of
Brazil to Washington

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces Series of Regional White
House Forums to be Held Across Country

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.J. Res. 38

Fact sheet: Investing in Public Safety

Text: Statement by the Secretary of Labor Re-
garding the Monthly Employment Situation
Report

Released March 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Advance text of the President’s remarks on
singing an Executive order removing barriers to
responsible scientific research involving human
stem cells and a memorandum on scientific in-
tegrity

Released March 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Fact sheet: Expanding the Promise of Educa-
tion in America

Advance text of the President’s remarks to the
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Released March 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces White House Council on
Women and Girls

Advance text of the President’s remarks on
Government spending and earmark reform

Released March 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Excerpts of the President’s remarks to the Busi-
ness Roundtable

Released March 13

Transcript of press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of remarks by National Economic
Council Director Lawrence H. Summers at the
Brookings Institute

Released March 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama and Secretary Geithner Announce
Plans To Unlock Credit for Small Businesses

Excerpts of the President’s remarks to small-
business owners and community lenders

Released March 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released March 18

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary William Burton 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 2010
Veterans Affairs budget proposal

Advance text of the President’s opening re-
marks at a town hall meeting in Costa Mesa, CA

Text: Background facts compiled by the Coun-
cil of Economic Advisers on California’s eco-
nomic situation
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Released March 19

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary William Burton

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces $2.4 Billion in Funding to
Support Next Generation Electric Vehicles

Advance text of the President’s opening re-
marks at a town hall meeting in Los Angeles,
CA

Advance text of the President’s remarks at the
Southern California Edison Electric Vehicle
Technical Center in Pomona, CA

Text: Funding for California in the first 30 day
since signing of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act

Released March 20

Transcript of press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Barack Obama to Deliver Spring 2009 Com-
mencement Addresses 

Advanced test of the President’s remarks to
the National Conference of State Legislatures

Released March 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary of
the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner

Fact sheet: Investing in our Clean Energy Fu-
ture

Released March 24

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit
of NATO Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert
“Jaap” de Hoop Scheffer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to North Dakota

Text: Administration Officials Announce U.S.-
Mexico Border Security Policy: A Comprehen-
sive Response & Commitment

Text of an op-ed column by the President con-
cerning global economic cooperation

Excerpts of the President’s opening remarks at
a news conference

Released March 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing
by Office of Management and Budget Direc-
tor Peter R. Orszag on congressional budget
plans

Released March 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Minnesota

Advance text of the President’s remarks to
viewers of Univision’s “Premio Lo Nuestro”
Latin music awards

Released March 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by Bruce Riedel,
chair, interagency review of policy towards Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, Special Representa-
tive for Afghanistan and Pakistan Ambassador
Richard C. Holbrooke, and Under Secretary
of Defense for Policy Michelle A. Flournoy on
the new strategy for Afghanistan and Pakistan

Advance text of the President’s remarks on
U.S. military and diplomatic strategies for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan

Released March 28

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing
by Press Secretary Robert L. Gibbs, Deputy
National Security Adviser for Strategic Com-
munications Denis R. McDonough, and Dep-
uty National Security Adviser for International
Economic Affairs Michael Froman on the
agenda for the G–20 summit, NATO summit,
and EU summit

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces Launch of the Major
Economies Forum on Energy and Climate
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Released March 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 1512

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
U.S. automobile industry

Released March 31

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser for International Eco-
nomic Affairs Michael Froman on the G–20
summit

Text: Tomorrow: White House Director of Au-
to Communities and Workers to Visit Michigan

Released April 1

Transcripts of background readouts by senior
administration officials on the President’s meet-
ing with President Dmitry A. Medvedev of Rus-
sia 

Transcripts of background readouts by senior
administration officials on the President’s meet-
ing with President Hu Jintao of China 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s meeting with President Hu Jintao of Chi-
na

Released April 2

Transcript of a background readout by senior
administration officials on the President’s meet-
ing with President Lee Myung-bak of South
Korea

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s meeting with President Lee Myung-bak
of South Korea

Advance text of the President’s opening re-
marks at a news conference

Released April 3

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released April 4

Transcript of press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs, National Security Adviser
James L. Jones, Jr., and Deputy National Secu-
rity Adviser for Strategic Communications De-
nis R. McDonough

Fact sheet: President Obama’s Participation in
the 60th Anniversary NATO Summit Celebra-
tion in Strasbourg-Kehl

Released April 5

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press gaggle by a senior adminis-
tration official on the President’s meeting with
Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland

Transcript of a press gaggle by a senior adminis-
tration official of the President’s meeting with
President Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of
Spain

Advance text of the President’s remarks in
Hradcany Square in Prague, Czech Republic

Released April 6

Advance text of the President’s remarks to the
Grand National Assembly of Turkey

Released April 7

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released April 8

Text: Tomorrow: White House Director of Re-
covery for Auto Communities and Workers to
visit Ohio

Released April 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces the Creation of a Joint Vir-
tual Lifetime Electronic Record

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces Accelerated Purchase of
17,600 New American Vehicles for Govern-
ment Fleet
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Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Minnesota

Text of background information by the Presi-
dent’s Council of Economic Advisers on refi-
nancing activity and mortgage rates

Released April 12

Announcement: White House Easter Egg Roll
details and talent lineup

Released April 13

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs and National Security
Council Senior Director for Western Hemi-
sphere Affairs Daniel A. Restrepo

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing
by National Security Council Senior Director
for Western Hemisphere Affairs Daniel A. Re-
strepo, White House Adviser for the Summit
of the Americas Jeffrey Davidow, and Deputy
National Security Adviser for Strategic Com-
munications Denis R. McDonough on the
President’s visit to Mexico and Trinidad and
Tobago

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces funding for the 2000th
transportation project under the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Unit-
ed Nations condemnation of the North Kore-
an missile launch

Fact sheet: Reaching Out to the Cuban People

Released April 14

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Excerpts of the President’s remarks on the na-
tional economy at Georgetown University

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
national economy at Georgetown University

Released April 15

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Underscores Commitment to Restor-

ing Fairness to the Tax Code and Providing
Tax Relief to Working Americans

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit
by King Abdullah II of Jordan

Fact sheet: Overview of the Foreign Narcotics
Kingpin Designation Act

Advance text of the President’s remarks on tax
relief

Announcement: President and Mrs. Obama
Release 2008 Income Tax Returns

Released April 16

Transcript of a briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs, White House Adviser for the
Summit of the Americas Jeffrey Davidow, Na-
tional Security Council Senior Director for
Western Hemisphere Affairs Daniel A. Re-
strepo, and Deputy National Security Adviser
for Strategic Communications Denis R. Mc-
Donough on the President’s visit to the Sum-
mit of the Americas

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama, Vice President Biden, Secretary La-
Hood Call for U.S. High-Speed Passenger
Trains

Statement by the Press Secretary: U.S.-Mexico
Announce Bilateral Framework on Clean En-
ergy and Climate Change

Fact sheet: U.S.-Mexico Discuss New Ap-
proach to Bilateral Relationship

Text of an op-ed column by the President ti-
tled “Choosing a Better Future in the Ameri-
cas”

Released April 17

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press gaggle by a senior admin-
istration official

Statement by the Press Secretary on the con-
clusion of a review of digital communications
and information infrastructure (cyberspace)
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Released April 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs, National Economic Council
Director Lawrence H. Summers, and Deputy
National Security Adviser for Strategic Com-
munications Denis R. McDonough on the first
plenary session of the Summit of the Americas

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary of
Energy Steven Chu and Deputy National Secu-
rity Adviser for Strategic Communications De-
nis R. McDonough on the second and third ple-
nary sessions of the Summit of the Americas

Transcript of a background briefing by senior
administration officials on the President’s meet-
ing with leaders of the Union of South Ameri-
can Nations

Transcript of a press gaggle by a senior adminis-
tration official

Statement by the Press Secretary: New $100
Million Microfinance Growth Fund for the
Western Hemisphere

Released April 19

Transcript of a background briefing by senior
administration officials on the President’s meet-
ings with President Rene Garcia Preval of Haiti
and President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of Chile

Statement by the Press Secretary: The United
States and the 2009 Summit of the Americas:
Securing Our Citizens’ Future

Released April 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: Tuesday:
President Barack Obama to Sign Landmark Ed-
ward M. Kennedy Serve America Act

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s first Cabinet meeting

Released April 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by Alan D. Solo-
mont, Chair, and Stephen Goldsmith, Vice
Chair, Corporation for National and Communi-
ty Service Board of Directors, and White House

Domestic Policy Council Director Melody C.
Barnes on the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Florida

Released April 22

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs and Secretary of Agriculture
Thomas J. Vilsack

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Indiana

Fact sheet: President Obama Highlights Vision
for Clean Energy Economy

Advance text of the President’s remarks on
clean energy in Newton, IA

Text of an op-ed column by Secretary of Energy
Steven Chu and Secretary of Labor Hilda L.
Solis titled “Building the American Clean Ener-
gy Economy”

Released April 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Discusses Credit Card Principles Fol-
lowing Meeting with Credit Card Executives

Statement by the Press Secretary: Primetime
Presidential News Conference Scheduled for
Wednesday, April 29th

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 520

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Georgia

Released April 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: Reforming
Student Loans to Make College More Afford-
able

Statement by the Press Secretary on the situa-
tion in Sri Lanka
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Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 383

Released April 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs and Secretary of Home-
land Security Janet A. Napolitano, Assistant to
the President for Homeland Secretary and
Counterterrorism John O. Brennan, and Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention Act-
ing Director Richard E. Besser on the influen-
za outbreak

Released April 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces Members of Science and
Technology Advisory Council

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Arkansas

Text of a statement by White House Military
Office Director Louis Caldera on the low-alti-
tude Air Force One flight over New York City 

Text of a statement by Mexican Embassy
Spokesman Ricardo Alday regarding the death
of Mexico’s National Anthropology Director
Felipe Solis

Fact sheet: A Historic Commitment to Re-
search and Education

Advance text of the President’s remarks at the
National Academy of Sciences

Released April 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 61st
anniversary of Israel’s independence

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Alabama

Released April 29

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Excerpts of the President’s opening remarks at
a news conference

Excerpts from Spanish-language media outlets
documenting the Obama administration’s out-
reach to the Hispanic community

Released April 30

Transcript of a briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a background briefing by senior
administration officials on the U.S. auto indus-
try

Statement by the Press Secretary: Obama Ad-
ministration Auto Restructuring Initiative

Statement by the Press Secretary: Joint State-
ment: President Obama and Prime Minister
Harper on United States-Canada Support for
Chrysler LLC

Released May 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of teleconference briefing by Small
Business Administration Associate Administra-
tor for Capital Access Eric Zarnikow and Eco-
nomic Adviser to the President Brian Deese
on Small Business Association expansion of el-
igibility for loans for small businesses

Announcement: Next Week: Director for Re-
covery for Auto Communities and Workers to
Visit Michigan

Released May 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Fact sheet: Leveling the Playing Field: Curb-
ing Tax Havens and Removing Tax Incentives
for Shifting Jobs Overseas

Released May 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs and Deputy Secretary of
State for Management and Resources Jacob L.
Lew

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces Steps to Support Sustain-
able Energy Options
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Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama to Request $50 Million to Identify and
Expand Effective, Innovative Non-Profits

Fact sheet: American Leadership on Global
Health

Announcement: 2009–2010 Class of White
House Fellows

Released May 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by National Secu-
rity Adviser James L. Jones, Jr., on the Presi-
dent’s meeting with President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan and President Asif Ali Zardari of
Pakistan

Transcript of a background briefing by senior
administration officials on the fiscal year 2010
budget

Released May 7

Transcript of press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of Man-
agement and Budget Director Peter R. Orszag
on the fiscal year 2010 budget

Fact sheet: The President’s 2010 Budget

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
Federal budget

Released May 8

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Accepts Resignation of Louis Caldera as
Director of the White House Military Office

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that on May 7 the President signed H.R. 1626
and S.J. Res. 8

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 39

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Alabama

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
national economy and job training

Released May 9

Announcement: Today: President Meets With
Captain Richard Phillips

Released May 10

Excerpts of the President’s remarks on health
care reform

Announcement: Today: Conference Call on
Major Initiative to Reform Health Care and Re-
duce Costs

Released May 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a press briefing by a senior admin-
istration official on the Council of Economic
Advisers’ report measuring Recovery Act prog-
ress creating and saving jobs

Statement by the Press Secretary: CEA Releas-
es New Report on Measuring Recovery Act
Progress Creating, Saving Jobs 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Launches Office of Public Engage-
ment: A New Name, Mission for White House
Liaison Office

Statement by the Press Secretary on Gen. Da-
vid D. McKiernan, USA commander, NATO
International Security Forces, Afghanistan 

Fact sheet: Coming Together to Bring Down
the Cost of Health Care

Text: Letter to the President from health re-
form stakeholders

Released May 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on upcoming
visits by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
of Israel, President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak
of Egypt, and President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 586
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Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Mississippi

Fact sheet: Innovative Workplace Practices: A
Discussion With President Obama

Released May 13

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Advance text of the President’s commence-
ment address at Arizona State University in
Tempe, AZ

Released May 14

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Fact sheet: Protecting American Credit Card
Holders

Released May 15

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Appoints Dr. Thomas R. Frieden as
CDC Director

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 735

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to West Virginia

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Tennessee

Released May 16

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s visit to Russia, Italy, and Ghana in July`

Statement by the Press Secretary on the na-
tional elections in India 

Released May 17

Advance text of the President’s commence-
ment address at the University of Notre Dame
in South Bend, IN

Released May 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a background briefing by a se-
nior administration official on the White

House announcement on auto emissions and
efficiency standards

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama to Deliver Commencement Address at
US Naval Academy in Annapolis on May 22

Released May 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of press briefing by Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton on humanitari-
an aid to Pakistan

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces National Fuel Efficiency
Policy

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit
of President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of Tanza-
nia

Statement by the Press Secretary on Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton’s announce-
ment of humanitarian aid to Pakistan

Fact sheet: Obama Administration National
Fuel Efficiency Policy: Good for Consumers,
Good for the Economy, and Good for the
Country

Released May 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: Reforms for
American Homeowners and Consumers

Fact sheet: The Helping Families Save Their
Homes Act

Fact sheet: The Fraud Enforcement and Re-
covery Act

Released May 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: White
House Announces Open Government Web-
site, Initiative

Advance text of the President’s remarks on na-
tional security
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Released May 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Fact sheet: Reforms To Protect American
Credit Card Holders

Advance text of the President’s commencement
address at the United States Naval Academy in
Annapolis, MD

Released May 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on South Ko-
rea’s endorsement of the Proliferation Security
Initiative

Released May 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Marks 100th Day of Recovery Act with
Release of “100 Days, 100 projects” Report

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Florida

Advance text of the President’s remarks at Nel-
lis Air Force Base, NV

Released May 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Presi-
dent’s visit to Landstuhl Regional Medical Fa-
cility in Germany

Statement by the Press Secretary: Next Week:
Cabinet Secretaries, Obama Administration Of-
ficials to Travel Across Midwest, Discuss Fed-
eral Recovery Efforts for Auto Communities
and Workers

Released May 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing by
Press Secretary Robert L. Gibbs, Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser for Strategic Communi-

cations Denis R. McDonough, and Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser and National Security
Council Chief of Staff Mark Lippert on the
President’s visit to Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Germa-
ny, and France

Statement by the Press Secretary: Designation
of Significant Foreign Narcotics Traffickers

Statement by the Press Secretary on the terror-
ist attacks in Iran

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Kentucky

Fact sheet: Cyberspace Policy Review: Assuring
a Trusted and Resilient Information and Com-
munications Infrastructure

Text of a statement from the New York State
Law Enforcement Council on Judge Sonia So-
tomayor’s nomination to the Supreme Court

Released May 31

Fact sheet: Obama Administration Restructur-
ing Initiative for General Motors

Released June 1

Transcript of a background briefing by senior
administration officials on the General Motors
restructuring (dated May 31)

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Text of a letter to Senators Reid, McConnell,
Leahy, and Sessions from law clerks expressing
their support of Judge Sonia Sotomayor’s nomi-
nation to the Supreme Court 

Released June 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Released June 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs, White House Speechwriter
Ben Rhodes, and Deputy National Security Ad-
viser for Strategic Communications Denis R.
McDonough on the President’s remarks in Cai-
ro, Egypt

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Alabama
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Released June 4

Advance text of the President’s remarks in
Cairo, Egypt

Released June 6

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit
of Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy

Advance text of the President’s remarks on the
65th anniversary of D-Day in Normandy,
France

Released June 8

Transcript of a Press Briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs and Chief Economist to
the Vice President Jared Bernstein

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama and Vice President Biden Announce
Roadmap to Recovery

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit
of Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai of Zim-
babwe

Released June 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs and Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Director Peter R. Orszag

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Calls for Restoring Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go Requirements

Advance text of the President’s remarks on fi-
nancial stability and pay-as-you-go legislation

Released June 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs and Secretary of Com-
merce Gary F. Locke

Released June 11

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary William Burton

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Alaska

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Iowa

Advance text of the President’s opening re-
marks at a townhall meeting in Green Bay, WI

Released June 12

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs and U.S. Permanent
Representative to the U.N. Susan E. Rice

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit
of President Alvaro Uribe Velez of Colombia

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit
of President Michelle Bachelet Jeria of Chile

Excerpts of remarks by National Economic
Council Director Lawrence H. Summers at
the Council on Foreign Relations

Released June 13

Statement by the Press Secretary on the elec-
tion in Iran

Released June 14

Statement by the Press Secretary on a speech
delivered by Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu of Israel on the Middle East peace pro-
cess

Released June 15

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Advance text of the President’s remarks to the
American Medical Association National Con-
ference in Chicago, IL

Released June 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces New White House Office
of Olympic, Paralympic, and Youth Sport

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Arkansas

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to South Dakota

Released June 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Unveils ‘United We Serve,’ Calls on
All Americans to Commit to Meaningful Vol-
unteer Service in Their Daily Lives
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Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama To Announce Comprehensive Plan for
Regulatory Reform

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Bipar-
tisan Policy Center’s health reform proposal

Fact sheet: Presidential Memorandum on Fed-
eral Benefits and Non-Discrimination

Advance text of the President’s remarks on fi-
nancial regulatory reform

Released June 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit of
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany to the
White House

Released June 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Launches National Conversation on
Importance of Fatherhood and Personal Re-
sponsibility

Statement by the Press Secretary announced
that the President signed H.R. 663, H.R. 918,
H.R. 1284, and H.R. 1595

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Oklahoma

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Missouri

Transcript of the President’s answer to a ques-
tion on Iran asked by Harry Smith of CBS’s
“Early Show”

Excerpts of the President’s remarks at the Ra-
dio and Television Correspondents Association
dinner

Released June 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Roberts L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Commemorates Anniversary of Olm-

stead and Announces New Initiatives to Assist
Americans with Disabilities

Fact sheet: The Family Smoking Prevention
and Tobacco Prevention Control Act of 2009

Released June 23

Statement by the Press Secretary on the visit of
Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende of the
Netherlands to Washington, DC

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Oklahoma

Advance text of the President’s opening re-
marks at a news conference

Announcement: Thursday: President and First
Lady to Join Hundreds of Congressional Family
Members for ‘United We Serve’ Service Project
at Fort McNair

Announcement: White House Senior Adviser
Valerie B. Jarrett and Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan To Hold White House Roundta-
ble on Title IX

Released June 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs, Internal Revenue Service
Commissioner Douglas H. Shulman, and Secre-
tary of Education Arne Duncan

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Kansas

Released June 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secretary
Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: On Day
Three of Clean Energy Week, Secretary Dono-
van Addresses Importance of Developing Ener-
gy-Efficient, Affordable Housing, Secretary
Chu Highlights New Recovery Act Funding for
Clean Energy Projects

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Appoints 2009–2010 Class of White
House Fellows

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster as-
sistance to Kansas
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Released June 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Released June 28

Announcement: President Obama To Hold
Health Care Town Hall in Annandale, VA on
Wednesday, July 1, 2009

Released June 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: Obama Ad-
ministration Launches New Energy Efficiency
Efforts

Released June 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Robert L.
Gibbs

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama to Highlight Innovative Programs That
are Transforming Communities Across the
Nation

Statement by the Press Secretary: President
Obama Announces Rural Tour With Cabinet
Secretaries and Administration Officials

Statement by the Press Secretary announced
that the President signed H.R. 813, H.R. 837,
H.R. 2344, S. 407, and S. 615
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Appendix D—Presidential Documents Published in the Federal Register

This appendix lists Presidential documents re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary and
published in the Federal Register. The texts of
the documents are printed in the Federal Regis-

ter (F.R.) at the citations listed below. The docu-
ments are also printed in title 3 of the Code of
Federal Regulations and in the Compilation of
Presidential Documents.

PROCLAMATIONS 

Proc. 
No.

Date 
2009 Subject 74 F.R. 

Page 

8343 Jan. 20 National Day of Renewal and Reconciliation, 2009 ......... 4341
8344 Feb.  2 American Heart Month, 2009 ........................................... 6343
8345 Feb. 2 National African American History Month, 2009 ............ 6345
8346 Feb. 27 American Red Cross Month, 2009  .................................... 9735
8347 Feb. 27 National Consumer Protection Week, 2009   ..................... 9737
8348 Feb. 27 Save Your Vision Week, 2009  ............................................ 9739
8349 Feb. 27 Read Across America Day, 2009 ....................................... 9741
8350 Mar. 2 Irish-American Heritage Month, 2009 ............................. 9745
8351 Mar. 3 Women’s History Month, 2009  ......................................... 9747
8352 Mar. 13 National Poison Prevention Week, 2009 .......................... 11637
8353 Mar. 24 Greek Independence Day: A National Day of

Celebration of Greek and American Democracy, 2009 13997
8354 Apr. 1 National Cancer Control Month, 2009  ............................. 15629
8355 Apr. 1 National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2009 ............... 15631
8356 Apr. 1 National Donate Life Month, 2009 .................................. 15633
8357 Apr. 3 Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2009  ....................... 15829
8358 Apr. 8 National D.A.R.E. Day, 2009 ............................................ 16751
8359 Apr. 8 National Sexual Assault Awareness Month, 2009  ............. 17069
8360 Apr. 9 National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2009 17369
8361 Apr. 14 Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2009 ......... 17765
8362 Apr. 17 National Park Week, 2009  ................................................ 18447
8363 Apr. 21 National Volunteer Week, 2009  ........................................ 18973
8364 Apr. 22 Earth Day, 2009 ................................................................. 18975
8365 Apr. 24 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2009 .................... 19371
8366 Apr. 28 National Equal Pay Day, 2009 ........................................... 20403
8367 Apr. 30 Law Day, U.S.A., 2009 ...................................................... 20861
8368 May 1 Loyalty Day, 2009............................................................... 20863
8369 May 1 Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month,

2009................................................................................. 21241
8370 May 1 National Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 2009  .......... 21243
8371 May 4 Older Americans Month, 2009 .......................................... 21527
8372 May 4 National Charter Schools Week, 2009  .............................. 21529
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8373 May 6 World Trade Week, 2009 ................................................... 22085
8374 May 7 National Day of Prayer, 2009.............................................. 22087
8375 May 8 Military Spouse Day, 2009 ................................................. 22417
8376 May 8 Mother’s Day, 2009 ............................................................ 22419
8377 May 11 National Defense Transportation Day and National

Transportation Week, 2009 ............................................ 22815
8378 May 11 Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 2009 ..... 22817
8379 May 12 Jewish American Heritage Month, 2009 ........................... 23107
8380 May 14 Armed Forces Day, 2009 ................................................... 23603
8381 May 15 National Safe Boating Week, 2009 .................................... 23605
8382 May 15 Small Business Week, 2009 ............................................... 23607
8383 May 20 Emergency Medical Services Week, 2009 ........................ 24689
8384 May 20 National Maritime Day, 2009 ............................................ 24691
8385 May 22 Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2009 ............................. 25383
8386 May 26 National Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2009 ................. 25613
8387 June 1 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month,

2009 ................................................................................. 26929
............................................................................................. 27677

8388 June 1 Great Outdoors Month, 2009 ............................................ 26931
8389 June 2 African-American Music Appreciation Month, 2009  ....... 27067
8390 June 2 National Caribbean-American Heritage Month, 2009 ..... 27069
8391 June 11 Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2009 .......................... 28593
8392 June 12 National Oceans Month, 2009 ........................................... 28595
8393 June 18 Father’s Day, 2009 ............................................................. 29931
8394 June 29 To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized

System of Preferences, and for Other Purposes ............ 31821

EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

E.O. 
No.

Date 
2009 Subject 74 F.R. 

Page 

13489 Jan. 21 Presidential Records .......................................................... 4669
13490 Jan. 21 Ethics Commitments by Executive Branch Personnel..... 4673
13491 Jan. 22 Ensuring Lawful Interrogations ........................................ 4893
13492 Jan. 22 Review and Disposition of Individuals Detained at the

Guantanamo Bay Naval Base and Closure of Detention
Facilities ......................................................................... 4897

13493 Jan. 22 Review of Detention Policy Options ................................. 4901
13494 Jan. 30 Economy in Government Contracting  .............................. 6101
13495 Jan. 30 Nondisplacement of Qualified Workers Under Service

Contracts ......................................................................... 6103

PROCLAMATIONS (Continued)

Proc. 
No.

Date 
2009 Subject 74 F.R. 

Page 
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13496 Jan. 30 Notification of Employee Rights Under Federal Labor
Laws ............................................................ 6107

13497 Jan. 30 Revocation of Certain Executive Orders Concerning
Regulatory Planning and Review .................................... 6113

13498 Feb. 5 Amendments to Executive Order 13199 and
Establishment of the President’s Advisory Council for
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships  ................ 6533

13499 Feb. 5 Further Amendments to Executive Order 12835,
Establishment of the National Economic Council ........ 6979

13500 Feb. 5 Further Amendments to Executive Order 12859,
Establishment of the Domestic Policy Council ............. 6981

13501 Feb. 6 Establishment of the President’s Economic Recovery
Advisory Board ................................................................ 6983

13502 Feb. 6 Use of Project Labor Agreements for Federal
Construction Projects ...................................................... 6985

13503 Feb. 19 Establishment of the White House Office of Urban
Affairs .............................................................................. 8139

13504 Feb. 20 Amending Executive Order 13390 .................................... 8431
13505 Mar. 9 Removing Barriers to Responsible Scientific Research

Involving Human Stem Cells  .......................................... 10667
13506 Mar. 11 Establishing a White House Council on Women and

Girls ................................................................................. 11271
13507 Apr. 8 Establishment of the White House Office of Health

Reform............................................................................. 17071
13508 May 12 Chesapeake Bay Protection and Restoration .................... 23099
13509 June 23 Establishing a White House Council on Automotive

Communities and Workers ............................................. 30903

EXECUTIVE ORDERS (Continued)

E.O. 
No.

Date 
2009 Subject 74 F.R. 

Page 

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 

Doc 
No.

Date 
2009 Subject 74 F.R. 

Page

Jan. 21 Memorandum: Pay Freeze ................................................ 4679
Jan. 21 Memorandum: Freedom of Information Act ................... 4683
Jan. 21 Memorandum: Transparency and Open Government ..... 4685
Jan. 23 Memorandum: Mexico City Policy and Assistance for

Voluntary Population Planning ....................................... 4903
Jan. 26 Memorandum: State of California Request for Waiver

Under 42 U.S.C. 7543(b), the Clean Air Act ................. 4905
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Jan. 26 Memorandum: The Energy Independence and Security
Act of 2007 ....................................................................... 4907

09–15 Jan. 27 Presidential Determination: Unexpected Urgent
Refugee and Migration Needs Related To Gaza............ 6115

Jan. 30 Memorandum: Regulatory Review .................................... 5977
Jan. 30 Memorandum: White House Task Force on Middle-

Class Working Families  ................................................... 5979
Feb. 4 Memorandum: State Children’s Health Insurance

Program............................................................................ 6347
Feb. 4 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect To the Situation in or in Relation to Côte
d’Ivoire ............................................................................. 6349

Feb. 5 Memorandum: Appliance Efficiency Standards  ............... 6537
Mar. 3 Memorandum: The Endangered Species Act ................... 9753
Mar. 3 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency with

Respect to Zimbabwe ...................................................... 9751
Mar. 4 Memorandum: Government Contracting ......................... 9755
Mar. 9 Memorandum: Presidential Signing Statements  ............... 10669
Mar. 9 Memorandum: Scientific Integrity  .................................... 10671

09–16 Mar. 11 Presidential Determination: Unexpected Urgent
Refugee and Migration Needs Related to the
Continuing Conflict in Pakistan ...................................... 11461

Mar. 11 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran................................................................. 10999

Mar. 20 Memorandum: Ensuring Responsible Spending of
Recovery Act Funds ........................................................ 12531

09–17 Apr. 9 Presidential Determination: Waiver and Certification of
Statutory Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization Office ....................................... 17587

Apr. 30 Memorandum: Delegation of Certain Functions Under
Sections 603–604 and 699 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107–
228) .................................................................................. 22637

May 1 Memorandum: Establishment of the Interagency
Committee on Trade in Timber Products from Peru
and Assignment of Function Under Section 501 of the
United States-Peru Trade Promotion Agreement
Implementation Act ........................................................ 20865

May 5 Memorandum: Biofuels and Rural Economic
Development............................................... 21531

May 7 Notice: Continuation of National Emergency With
Respect To the Actions of the Government of Syria...... 21765

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (Continued)

Doc 
No.

Date 
2009 Subject 74 F.R. 

Page
1016



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Appendix D
May 14 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Burma ........................................................... 23287

May 15 Memorandum: Assignment of Reporting Function
Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009............................................................................. 23787

09–18 May 19 Presidential Determination: Proposed Agreement for
Cooperation Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of the United
Arab Emirates Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy ............................................................................. 25385

May 19 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Stabilization of Iraq ................................ 23935

May 20 Memorandum: Preemption ............................................... 24693
May 27 Memorandum: Classified Information and Controlled

Unclassified Information ................................................ 26277
09–19 June 5 Presidential Determination: Suspension of Limitations

Under the Jerusalem Embassy Act................................. 27903
June 8 Memorandum: Delegation of Certain Functions Under

Section 201 of Public Law 110–429 ............................... 28863
09–20 June 12 Presidential Determination: Presidential Determination

for the Kingdom of Cambodia Under Section 2(b)(2) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended......... 28865

09–21 June 12 Presidential Determination: Presidential Determination
for the Lao People’s Democratic Republic Under
Section 2(b)(2) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945,
as amended...................................................................... 28867

June 12 Memorandum: National Policy for the Oceans, Our
Coasts, and the Great Lakes ............................................ 28591

June 12 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain
Members of the Government of Belarus and Other
Persons that Undermine Democratic Processes or
Institutions in Belarus ..................................................... 28437

June 17 Memorandum: Federal Benefits and Non-
Discrimination................................................................. 29393

June 18 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation Created
by the Accumulation of Weapons-Useable Fissile
Material in the Territory of the Russian Federation ..... 29391

June 22 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Western Balkans...................................... 30209

June 24 Notice: Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to North Korea .................................................. 30457

OTHER PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (Continued)

Doc 
No.

Date 
2009 Subject 74 F.R. 

Page
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Subject Index

AARP—827, 870, 899
ABC

ABC News—939, 942
“Prescription for America” town hall meeting—890

Abraham Lincoln Association—98
Academy of Engineering, National—555
Academy of Sciences, National—555
Aeronautics and Space Administration, National. See

Space program
Afghanistan

Afghan military and security forces—368, 385, 416,
434, 435, 453, 613, 614, 747

Civilian casualties—613, 751
Counternarcotics programs—164, 395
Counterterrorism efforts—612, 613
Democracy efforts—164, 422, 434, 436, 472, 613,

614, 787, 828, 831, 842
Economic growth and development—328, 434,

613, 745, 747
Former regime—366, 369, 694, 762, 833
Government corruption, efforts to eliminate—369,

842
International assistance—75, 120, 209, 328, 368,

369, 416, 422, 425, 431, 433–435, 437, 475, 763,
833

International diplomatic efforts—328, 422, 425,
745, 747

NATO International Security Assistance Force
commander—965

NATO, role—341, 369, 412, 416, 421, 422, 425,
428, 429, 433–437, 441, 447, 453, 472, 475, 520,
614, 745, 747, 787, 789, 833, 912

President—436, 612, 613, 953, 963
Presidential and Provincial elections—75, 120, 209,

368, 434, 435, 613, 842
Provincial Reconstruction Teams—434, 614, 747
Reconciliation efforts—369, 453, 842
Reconstruction and infrastructure develop-

ment—436, 472, 763
Relations with Pakistan—36
Terrorism—10, 11, 113, 164, 177, 366, 407, 416,

429, 433, 574, 613, 707, 751, 762, 775, 778, 828,
831, 912

U.S. Ambassador—949
U.S. assistance—365, 453
U.S. military forces

Casualties—366, 369, 598, 599, 713, 762, 912

Afghanistan—Continued
U.S. military forces—Continued

Deployment—21, 36, 74, 75, 110, 112, 119, 120,
156, 158, 162, 164, 165, 236, 259, 328, 335, 356,
368, 425, 429, 436, 437, 471, 472, 488, 536, 581,
614, 690, 710, 713, 721, 730, 745–747, 751, 752,
762, 833, 851, 855, 931, 939, 966

U.S. policy review—119, 120, 151, 159, 162, 164,
177, 324, 328, 341, 366, 385, 416, 422, 426, 429,
433–435, 437, 447, 463, 520, 613, 745, 747, 953

U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan—10, 37, 75, 161, 614

Women, status of—436
Africa

See also Developing countries; specific country or
region

International assistance—420
Malaria, prevention and treatment—552, 553
Public health facilities and programs—420

African Union
Sudan, peacekeeping efforts in—286
U.S. Representative—967

Agriculture
Food processing plants and warehouses, inspec-

tion—248, 249
Food safety—37, 169, 222, 248, 249, 605
Legislation—248, 249

Agriculture, Department of
Assistant Secretaries

Administration—961
Civil Rights—951
Congressional Relations—954

Budgetary discipline—134, 151, 157, 236, 525
Chief Financial Officer—964
Deputy Secretary—945
Food Stamp program—144, 391, 813
Rural Housing Service—688
Rural Utilities Service—952
Secretary—157, 525, 538, 613
Under Secretaries

Farm and Foreign Agriculture Service—950
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services—958
Marketing and Regulatory Programs—960
Natural Resources and Environment—962
Research, Education, and Economics—958
Rural Development—950

AIDS. See HIV/AIDS; specific country or region
Air Force, Department of the

Assistant Secretaries
Financial Management—960
Manpower and Reserve Affairs—964
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Air Force, Department of the—Continued
General Counsel—957

Alabama, disaster assistance—961, 963, 969
Al Arabiya Television—940
Alaska, disaster assistance—971
Albania

Afghanistan, Albanian military forces, deploy-
ment—430

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, acces-
sion—416, 430, 433, 438

President—430
Alfalfa Club—942
Al Qaida. See Terrorism
American. See other part of subject
American Indians and Alaska Natives

Indian reservations
Job creation and growth—178
School improvement and renovation—178

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Imple-
mentation Conference—228

AmeriCorps—534–536
Appropriations. See Budget, Federal
Argentina

President—949
U.S. Ambassador—967

Arizona
Arizona State University in Tempe—639
President’s visits—114, 639, 944, 945, 964

Arkansas
Disaster assistance—941, 943, 961, 972
Governor—940
Winter storm, damage and recovery efforts—940

Armed Forces, U.S.
See also Defense and national security; Defense,

Department of; specific military branch
“Don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, proposed re-

peal—929
Expansion—162, 165, 231, 471, 707, 752
Funding—21, 22, 164, 165, 181, 465, 471, 472,

706, 714, 752, 889
Gold Star families, meeting with President—967
Military Child, Month of the—478
Military families—21, 152, 158, 159, 162, 165, 259,

437, 465, 471, 478, 599, 705, 707, 710, 711, 714,
722, 752, 906

Military family benefits, expansion—707, 906
Military technologies, development and fund-

ing—707
Reorganization—231, 620
Retired military officers, meetings with Presi-

dent—6, 939
Senior noncommissioned officers, meeting with

President—942
Servicemembers

Casualties—30, 166, 699, 705, 710–714, 752,
855, 947, 966, 967, 968, 969

Armed Forces, U.S.—Continued
Servicemembers—Continued

Deployment—3, 33, 163, 165, 166, 224, 230,
437, 471, 700, 710, 714, 833, 834, 835

Hispanic and Mexican American servicemem-
bers—855

Meetings with President—940, 947, 956
Pay increase—165
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), treat-

ment efforts—162, 259, 335, 357, 470
Service and dedication—21, 152, 159, 166, 259,

260, 335, 356, 437, 463, 465, 469, 471, 478,
598, 599, 602, 603, 632, 705, 706, 710, 711,
713, 714, 721, 752, 761, 855, 906, 934

Traumatic brain injuries, treatment ef-
forts—162, 259, 335, 357, 470

Armenia
Armenian Remembrance Day—553
Minister of Foreign Affairs—956
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict—452
Relations with Turkey—448, 452, 460, 553, 956

Arms and munitions
See also specific country
Nuclear weapons and material

Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty—442
Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terror-

ism—443
Nonproliferation efforts—76, 385, 389, 393–

395, 400, 414, 419, 431, 441–443, 445, 447,
459, 474, 475, 574, 582, 618, 657, 659, 676,
690, 701, 702, 712, 731, 736, 744, 750, 759,
765, 778, 791, 828, 835, 837, 839, 912, 965

Security—443, 471, 475, 527, 690, 736, 791
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons—442, 676, 736, 765
U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile, reduc-

tion—389, 419, 431, 442, 459, 676, 744, 750,
765, 778, 791, 828, 912

Proliferation Security Initiative—443
Weapons of mass destruction—717

Army, Department of the
Army War College, U.S.—230
Assistant Secretaries

Civil Works—954
Manpower and Reserve Affairs—960

General Counsel—953
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germa-

ny—968, 969
Military Academy, U.S.—705, 753
Secretary—752, 968
Under Secretary—970
Walter Reed Army Medical Center—855, 966

Arts
See also Smithsonian Institution
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater—943
Ford’s Theatre, reopening—93, 94
A–2



Subject Index
Arts—Continued
Performing arts, White House celebration—636
“Stevie Wonder in Performance at the White

House: The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize”
event—946

Arts, National Endowment for the—964
Atomic Energy Agency, International (IAEA)—615
Attorney General. See Justice, Department of
Australia

Afghanistan, Australian military forces, deploy-
ment—324, 328

Prime Minister—239, 252, 324, 337, 940, 943, 946,
959, 973

Relations with U.S.—324
Wildfires, damage and recovery efforts—943

Austria, U.S. Ambassador—974
Aviation Administration, Federal, Administra-

tor—953
Awards. See Decorations, medals, and awards
Azerbaijan

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict—452
President—956

Bahamas, The, U.S. Ambassador—969
Balkans, Western. See Europe
Banks. See Development banks and funds
Battle Monuments Commission, American—966
BBC World News—741
Belarus, U.S. national emergency, continuation—816
Belgium, U.S. Ambassador—971
Belize, U.S. Ambassador—971
Benin, U.S. Ambassador—974
Bolivia

President—518, 522
Relations with U.S.—518
Trade with U.S.—938

Bosnia and Herzegovina, war crimes—762
Botswana, recession, effects—420
Boy Scouts of America—947
Brazil

Economic growth and development—494, 883
Energy

Alternative and renewable sources and technolo-
gies—249, 251, 512, 517

Cooperation with U.S.—251
Minister of Foreign Relations—253
President—249, 494, 883, 940, 948, 958
Relations with U.S.—249, 254, 883
U.S. Ambassador—967

Budget, Federal
See also specific Federal agency or organization
Accountability and transparency—134, 135, 151,

167, 181, 213, 214, 221, 236, 472, 514, 515, 574,
620

Appropriations
Education, Department of—206

Budget, Federal—Continued
Appropriations—Continued

Supplemental—635, 756
Veterans Affairs, Department of—465, 470

Congressional spending restraint—68, 71, 91, 97,
103, 105, 108, 109, 130, 134, 135, 148, 151, 212,
213, 799, 800

Deficit—50, 68, 71, 72, 78, 105, 109, 130, 133–136,
144, 146, 148, 150, 151, 156, 157, 167, 171, 180,
183, 184, 198, 199, 203, 212, 222, 234, 236–238,
260, 275, 277, 278, 292, 296, 297, 308, 312, 316,
329, 332, 333, 336, 346, 349, 351, 355, 358, 388,
399, 427, 430, 476, 482, 487, 488, 490, 514, 524,
526, 554, 572–574, 579, 584, 585, 605, 610, 615,
617, 619, 620, 624, 628, 635, 637, 647, 651, 652,
664, 703, 719, 757, 758, 793, 799, 802, 804, 805,
813, 817, 826, 827, 851, 875, 878, 898, 899, 902,
907, 920, 931

Earmark reform—212, 213
Entitlement spending, reform—187, 488, 514, 554,

652, 653
Fiscal Responsibility Summit—133, 135, 136, 143,

151, 156, 183, 187, 195, 236, 488, 579
Fiscal year 2010 budget—134–136, 148–152, 156–

158, 162, 165, 167, 168, 180, 184, 192, 206, 212,
218, 221, 222, 226, 235–239, 242, 243, 257, 259–
261, 275–279, 282, 283, 286, 288, 292, 297, 299,
300, 306, 308, 310, 312, 313, 316, 317, 329–333,
335, 336, 346, 348, 349, 351, 353, 355, 357, 358,
361, 368, 391, 399, 429, 465, 470, 472, 487, 492,
541, 542, 571, 573, 574, 580, 609, 612, 615, 619,
620, 625, 633, 634, 651, 652, 664, 666, 675, 678,
719, 793, 817, 826, 851, 853, 918, 921, 931

Government programs, spending reductions—5,
21, 134, 156, 167, 180, 181, 199, 222, 275, 278,
279, 282, 288, 297, 308, 313, 333, 334, 351, 399,
427, 430, 485, 487, 490, 514, 515, 525, 526, 554,
556, 574, 580, 585, 598, 616, 617, 619, 624, 652,
666, 721, 753, 758, 793, 799, 804, 817, 818, 826,
853, 875

Health Reform Reserve Fund—826
National debt—71, 78, 103, 105, 134, 138, 144, 146,

148, 151, 167, 180, 222, 278, 296, 355, 482, 485,
487, 488, 514, 574, 579, 619, 637, 647, 651, 652,
721, 799, 800, 803, 813, 817, 902

Procurement policies, reform—137, 139, 143, 181,
236, 278, 333, 335, 360, 487, 525, 574, 597, 598,
652, 663, 961

Burma
Democracy and human rights issues—717
National League for Democracy general secre-

tary—717
U.S. national emergency, continuation—653

Burundi, U.S. Ambassador—971
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Business and industry
See also Commerce, international; Employment

and unemployment; specific State or company
Automobile industry

Chrysler, bankruptcy—738, 739, 741
Decline—286, 289, 304, 359, 373, 374, 376, 481,

484, 532, 542, 575, 586, 587, 595, 597, 674,
738, 740, 819

General Motors Corp. European division,
sale—739, 778

Strengthening efforts—16, 62, 124, 149, 286,
289, 306, 359, 374–376, 484, 485, 542, 575,
576, 586, 587, 594–597, 664, 719, 739–741,
778, 866, 867

Bank chief executive officers, meeting with Presi-
dent—953

Business Council, The—101–104
Business leaders, meetings with President—20,

940, 950
Business Roundtable—232, 234, 236, 238, 239
Community lenders—255–257, 279, 280, 284,

522, 547
Corporate executives, compensation packag-

es—270–272, 274, 292, 299, 302–304, 307, 326,
330, 331, 403, 483, 486, 844

Corporate responsibility—20, 24, 28, 34, 42, 61,
69, 73, 83, 104, 147, 155, 232, 255, 271, 274, 292,
302, 303, 330, 403, 404, 645–647

Credit Card Accountability Responsibility and
Disclosure Act of 2009—719, 729, 846, 932

Credit card industry representatives, meeting with
President—547

Credit cards, regulations and consumer protec-
tions—283, 303, 486, 547, 548, 585, 599, 624,
644–646, 651, 663, 690, 708, 709, 851, 877

Credit freeze situation—31, 42, 61, 69, 72–75, 83,
85, 86, 102, 115, 130, 147, 155, 171, 175, 225,
233, 246, 255–258, 261, 279, 283, 284, 299, 304,
305, 314, 315, 351, 353, 359, 431, 467, 473, 481–
483, 485, 514, 522, 532, 547, 572, 818, 844

Domestic investment, proposed tax breaks
for—65, 211, 239, 257, 609

Entrepreneurship, international partner-
ships—767

Federal Government bailout policy—35, 273
Global competitiveness—609, 635, 817
Home loan industry—63, 73, 83, 114–117, 283,

284, 302, 326, 467, 473, 481, 490, 688, 689, 846,
851, 877, 932

Internet commerce—732
Labor unions

Management and labor, cooperation—27
Proposed legislation to expedite forma-

tion—648, 649, 665
Strengthening efforts—27

Business and industry—Continued
Manufacturing industry

Decline—680, 685
Strengthening efforts—219, 681

Newspaper industry, decline—627
Preventive health and wellness, employer-based

incentives—632, 633, 637, 812, 813, 821, 822,
893

Radio and television industries, decline—866
Small and minority businesses—235, 255–258,

279, 305, 314, 317, 473, 484, 487, 490, 547, 573,
637, 649, 677, 678, 684, 709, 802, 807, 817, 819,
825, 844, 868, 879, 931

Wage discrimination—23, 24, 214, 215, 848

Cabinet
See also specific Federal department or executive

branch agency
Members, meetings with President—525, 600,

796
Cable News Network (CNN)—942
Cable News Network (CNN) En Espanol—491
California

Clean Air Act, waiver request—16, 674
Democratic Party event—728, 967
Energy

Energy efficiency standards—922
Greenhouse gas emissions, regulation—16, 540
Solar and wind energy—919
Utility companies, efficiency promotion ef-

forts—683
Governor—673, 674, 942
Housing market, decline—290
Infrastructure and economic development—478
Job creation and growth—922
Job losses—290
Mass transit and rail infrastructure, improvement

efforts—496
Pomona

Southern California Edison’s Electric Vehicle
Technical Center—287, 288, 951

Village Academy High School at Indian
Hill—951

President’s visits—270, 273, 274, 287, 290, 301,
308, 312, 316, 345, 347, 728, 729, 950, 951, 967

Research and education cooperation with
Chile—882

“The Ed Schultz Radio Show” program—951
Unemployment rate—275, 288, 290

Canada
Afghanistan

Canadian assistance—120
Canadian military forces, casualties—112, 119,

120
Canadian military forces, deployment—112,

113, 119, 120
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Subject Index
Canada—Continued
Automobile industry strengthening efforts, cooper-

ation with U.S.—124, 596
Border with U.S., infrastructure and security—124,

126
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC)—111
Defense relationship with U.S.—126
Economy, strengthening efforts—124
Energy cooperation with U.S.—111, 119, 121, 124
Governor General—945
Liberal Party leader—945
Oil supply and refining—111, 121
President Obama’s visit—112, 118, 940, 945
Prime Minister—112, 118, 517, 942, 945, 954, 959
Relations with U.S.—113, 118, 119, 122, 124, 126
Trade with U.S.—111, 118, 122, 124
U.S. Ambassador—969
U.S. Embassy staff, meeting with President

Obama—945
Caribbean nations

Counternarcotics efforts, cooperation with
U.S.—517

Crime and narcotrafficking—517
Economic growth and development—492, 512
Security efforts, cooperation with U.S.—513

Catholic. See Roman Catholic Church; Holy See (Vat-
ican City)

CBS
“60 Minutes” program—951
CBS News—942, 973

Central America
See also Commerce, international; specific country
Central American Integration System—516, 518
Crime and narcotrafficking—492, 517, 924
Democracy efforts—926
Economic growth and development—512
Relations with U.S.—516, 886, 887

Central Intelligence Agency—526–528, 532, 613,
877, 880, 958, 959

Chad, Sudanese refugees, human rights con-
cerns—945

Chamber of Commerce, U.S.—601
Child Labor, World Day Against—816
Children and youth

See also Education
Fathers, influence of—857–860, 862–864

Children’s Miracle Network—952
Chile

Economic growth and development—882, 886
Energy

Alternative and renewable sources and technolo-
gies—517

Cooperation with U.S.—882, 886
Free trade agreement with U.S.—886
President—517, 882, 883, 885, 971
Relations with U.S.—882, 883, 886, 887

Chile—Continued
Research and education cooperation with Califor-

nia—882
Science and technology cooperation with

U.S.—886
Trade with U.S.—882

China
Commercial products, exports from U.S., certifica-

tion—180, 267, 538
Democracy and human rights issues—607, 657
Economic growth and development—418, 427, 657
High-speed rail and mass transportation—495
Minister of Foreign Affairs—239, 949
President—239, 252, 397, 400, 431, 657, 942, 962
Relations with U.S.—397, 431, 657, 658
Trade and economic practices—250
U.S. Ambassador—657, 965

Cinco de Mayo—610, 611
Civil rights

Freedom of religion—761, 762, 765, 766, 772, 789,
854

Freedom of speech—840, 869, 874, 877, 885, 911
Freedom of the press—606, 607, 627
Hate crimes prevention legislation—568, 929
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender

rights—928–930
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009—52, 215, 573,

665, 719, 729, 851, 932
Minorities

African American civil rights movement—865
Anti-Semitism—763, 801
Minority rights—766
Racism—223
Voter discrimination—223

Racial equality—761
Same-sex domestic partnerships, employee family

benefits—847–849, 929
Voting Rights Act of 1965—223
Wage equality—573
Women’s rights and gender equality—766

Climate change. See Environment
Colombia

Counternarcotics efforts, cooperation with
U.S.—520

Counternarcotics programs—923
Crime and narcotrafficking—924
Crime rate, decline—924
Economic growth and development—923
Free trade agreement with U.S.—923, 926
President—517, 923, 940, 971
Relations with U.S.—923, 924

Colorado
Denver Museum of Nature and Science—944
Infrastructure and economic development—478
President’s visit—106, 944
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Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Commerce, Department of
Assistant Secretaries

Communications and Information—953
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs—945

Census Bureau, U.S.—955
General Counsel—951
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.—973
Secretary—39, 153, 154, 605, 673
Standards and Technology, National Institute

of—557
Under Secretaries

Economic Affairs—960
Intellectual Property—973
International Trade—957

Commerce, international
See also specific country or region
Andean Trade Preference Act—938
Doha Development Agenda. See Developing

countries
Financial regulations, modernization ef-

forts—176, 325–328, 337, 384, 386, 387, 390,
400, 401, 403–405, 408, 415, 418, 424, 426, 427,
431, 440, 451, 475, 484, 512, 517, 519, 777, 831,
832, 846, 911

Financial Stability Forum—400
Free and fair trade—111, 122, 152, 211, 227, 240,

241, 253, 337, 385, 389, 400, 402, 406, 416, 418,
427, 440, 484, 507, 778, 840

Global financial markets
Stabilization efforts—124, 152, 155, 175, 176,

210, 211, 227, 233, 238, 240, 252, 304, 315,
325, 326, 336, 337, 367, 384, 385, 387, 388,
390, 391, 393, 394, 399–402, 404, 408, 415,
418, 424, 431, 434, 438, 440, 451, 469, 474,
484, 497, 512, 517, 524, 525, 657, 777, 836,
840, 911, 954

Unrest—209, 210, 212, 227, 240, 252, 324, 326,
384–388, 390, 391, 398–405, 408, 414, 415,
418, 420, 421, 424, 425, 431, 435, 438, 440,
451, 456, 475, 482, 484, 497, 499, 507, 511,
512, 524, 525, 529, 610, 618, 657, 659, 731,
745, 747, 762, 777, 828, 831, 851, 882, 886,
911, 954

Group of Eight (G–8) nations—119, 396, 828, 832,
911, 965

Group of Twenty (G–20) nations—119, 124, 152,
175, 210, 211, 227, 233, 239, 249, 251, 252, 315,
324, 328, 337, 384, 386, 387, 389, 390, 398, 399,
400, 402–405, 408, 415, 420, 427, 431, 434, 438,
450, 451, 455, 456, 462, 474, 484, 493, 497, 499,
512, 517, 519, 524, 636, 777, 828, 836, 842, 911,
954

North American Free Trade Agreement—111,
122, 507

Piracy—475, 476

Commerce, international—Continued
U.S. exports

Decline—401
Expansion—154, 211, 240, 685

Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
U.S.—966

Communications
See also specific news organization, State, or coun-

try
Digital television conversion—93, 768
News media

Newspaper Publishers Association, Nation-
al—951

Presidential interviews—111, 163, 217, 301,
491, 741, 745, 769, 939, 940, 942, 947, 948,
951, 964, 973

Radio and Television Correspondents Associa-
tion—865

Communications Commission, Federal—947, 961,
968, 974

Community Service, Corporation for National
and—536, 959

Congress
2010 congressional elections—851, 852
Bipartisanship—19, 28, 31, 38, 44, 48, 55, 59, 68,

70, 71, 77, 78, 92, 96, 102, 105, 106, 136, 143,
144, 155, 170, 181, 182, 185, 195, 200, 201, 226,
242, 261, 277, 470, 532, 535, 580, 589, 598, 605,
651, 656, 710, 716, 755, 758, 814, 872, 920

Capitol Building, construction—93, 94
Congressional Black Caucus—946
Congressional committee chairs, dinner—182
Congressional Hispanic Caucus—280, 492, 950
Congressional luau—909
Congressional Progressive Caucus—961
Ethics reforms—213
House of Representatives

Budget Committee—949, 950
Democratic Caucus—943, 954
Democratic Caucus Issues Conference—49
Education and Labor Committee—964
Energy and Commerce Committee—962, 964
Financial Services Committee—946, 950
Majority leader—756, 964, 968
Republican Conference—19, 940
Speaker—145, 214, 265, 266, 534, 584, 635–

638, 673, 756, 800, 850, 919, 964, 968
Ways and Means Committee—964, 970

Legislative agenda—756
Lobbyist gift ban and campaign finance regula-

tions—213
Members, meetings with President—636, 753,

756, 757, 908, 939, 940, 942, 946, 952, 960, 962,
964, 970, 971

New Democrat Coalition—949
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Subject Index
Congress—Continued
Senate

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Commit-
tee—946

Budget Committee—949, 950
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Com-

mittee—962
Democratic Caucus—569, 952
Energy and Natural Resources Committee—962
Finance Committee—107, 970
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Commit-

tee—970
Judiciary Committee—964
Majority leader—637, 638, 718, 721, 850, 964
Minority leader—964
Republican Conference—940

Connecticut
Governor—942
Infrastructure and economic development—478

Consumer Financial Protection Agency—868
Consumer Product Safety Commission, U.S.—962
Credit Union Administration, National—966
Crime. See Law enforcement and crime
Croatia

Afghanistan, Croatian military forces, deploy-
ment—430

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, acces-
sion—416, 430, 433, 438

President—430
U.S. Ambassador—973

Cuba
Democracy and human rights issues—479, 492,

493, 505, 512, 513, 517, 520, 521
Diplomatic relations with U.S.—492, 493, 505, 512,

513, 517
Economic growth and development—521
Guantanamo Bay, U.S. Naval Base

Closure of detention facilities—7, 9, 12, 36, 152,
220, 299, 411, 417, 422, 452, 493, 575, 584,
691–693, 695, 697, 742, 763, 779, 828, 831, 914

Detention of alleged terrorists—779, 833
Remittance taxation policies—521
Travel restrictions—492, 493, 505
U.S. policy changes

Humanitarian donations regulations—480
Remittances and communications regula-

tions—479, 492, 505, 513, 521
Telecommunications and media regula-

tions—479, 505
Travel-related transactions regulations—479,

492, 513
Cyprus

President—452
Reunification efforts—452
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus—452

Czech Republic
Afghanistan, Czech military forces

Casualties—441
Deployment—441

Former President—445
President—439
President Obama’s visit—439, 444, 445, 450, 475,

948, 955
Prime Minister—439
Relations with U.S.—173, 439, 440
U.S. Embassy staff, meeting with President

Obama—955

Darfur. See Sudan
Deaths

Bongo, Omar, President of Gabon—971
Franklin, John Hope—343
Kemp, former Rep. Jack F.—608
Roh Moo-hyun, former President of South Ko-

rea—711, 967
Tiller, George R.—738

Decorations, medals, and awards
Endowment for Democracy’s Democracy Award,

National—909
Gershwin Prize for Popular Song—946
Outstanding American by Choice award—603
Purple Heart medal—968, 969
Small Business Award, National—677
Teachers of the Year, National and State—566, 577

Defense and national security
See also Armed Forces, U.S.; Defense, Department

of; Terrorism
Border security—124, 126, 218, 224, 280, 334, 491,

492, 500, 507, 510, 517, 592, 690, 855, 908, 909
Classified information—593
Cyber attacks—582, 732–734
Cybersecurity, strengthening efforts—731–734
Global Engagement Directorate—718
Intelligence—527, 753
Missile defense—173, 395, 443
Piracy, efforts to combat—475, 476, 527
Port and shipping security—13
Potential terrorist attacks, preparedness ef-

forts—690, 717, 751, 762
State secrets privilege, reform—696, 697

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, Na-
tional, delegation of certain authority—564

Defense of Marriage Act—848, 849, 929
Defense, Department of

See also Armed Forces, U.S.; Defense and national
security; specific military branch

Assistant Secretaries
Asian and Pacific Security Affairs—946
Global Strategic Affairs—958
Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Af-

fairs—961
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Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Defense, Department of—Continued
Assistant Secretaries—Continued

International Security Affairs—949
Legislative Affairs—951
Nuclear and Chemical and Biological Defense

Programs—958
Reserve Affairs—964

Budgetary discipline—151, 182, 487, 515, 525, 598
Central Command, U.S.—75, 939
Defense contracts

Contracting policies, reform—181, 182, 278, 598,
617, 620, 652, 663, 703, 704, 708, 710, 799, 851,
932

Cost overruns—181, 278, 335, 597, 617, 663, 703,
704, 710, 799

Weapon systems development, delays and ineffi-
ciencies—181, 703, 710

Defense University, National—229–231
Deputy Secretary—182
Director

Defense Research and Engineering—964
Operational Test and Evaluation—966

Funding—703
Inspector General—968
Joint Chiefs of Staff—159, 163, 218, 230, 639, 929,

939, 940, 948, 955
Joint Chiefs of Staff, meeting with President—21
Military casualties, review of media coverage poli-

cies regarding—74
Military Commissions Act of 2006—655
Military commissions, proposed reforms—655, 694,

697
North American Aerospace Defense Command

(NORAD)—126
Pentagon Channel—163
Principal Deputy Under Secretary for Policy—946
Secretary—21, 137, 159, 163, 229, 335, 368, 437,

468, 469, 471, 487, 515, 525, 598, 617, 632, 639,
655, 703, 704, 799, 929, 939, 940, 942, 944, 946,
947, 950, 954, 955, 957, 959, 961, 963, 965, 970,
972, 973

Under Secretary for Acquisition, Technology, and
Logistics—945

Weapon Systems Acquisition Reform Act of
2009—710, 719, 753

Democracy, National Endowment for—909
Democratic Party

See also specific State
Democratic Blue Dog Coalition—944
Democratic Congressional Campaign Commit-

tee—850

Democratic Party—Continued
Democratic National Committee—344, 347, 663,

728, 931, 967
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee—850

Denmark
Energy, alternative and renewable sources and

technologies—541
Prime Minister—433, 955
U.S. Ambassador—967

Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal—73, 74,
245, 284, 305, 314, 326, 483, 845

Developing countries
See also Development banks and funds; specific

country or region
Debt relief—227, 240
Democratic governance and rule of law—420
Doha Development Agenda—253
Food aid programs, U.S.—400, 416
Government corruption—420
Health and medical care, promotion efforts—767
International assistance—325, 387, 390, 400, 401,

416, 418, 420, 424, 440, 451, 456, 484, 498, 512,
828

Recession, effects—325, 385, 387, 390, 400, 401,
406, 418, 420, 424, 438, 512, 524

Trade and economic growth—407, 416
U.S. assistance—3, 14, 400, 512, 513, 581, 582

Development banks and funds
See also Developing countries
European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-

ment—974
Inter-American Development Bank—512, 517
New Arrangements to Borrow (NAB) program, pro-

posed expansion—523–525
Development, U.S. Agency for International, Mexico

City Policy, rescission—14
Disaster assistance

See also Natural disasters; specific State, country, or
executive branch agency

Alabama—961, 963, 969
Alaska—971
Arkansas—941, 943, 961, 972
Florida—960, 967
Georgia—960
Illinois—947
Indiana—948, 960
Iowa—971
Kansas—974, 975
Kentucky—941, 943, 968
Midwest floods

Federal assistance—372, 373
Private sector aid—372, 373
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Subject Index
Disaster assistance—Continued
Minnesota—372, 953, 957
Mississippi—964
Missouri—942, 944, 973
New York—948
North Dakota—372, 952
Oklahoma—944, 973, 974
Oregon—947
South Dakota—972
Tennessee—944, 965
Washington—942, 947
West Virginia—965

Diseases
See also HIV/AIDS
Alzheimer’s disease—339, 755
Avian influenza—585
Cancer, research, prevention, and treatment—150,

169, 184, 200, 559, 882, 886
Diabetes, prevention and reduction efforts—822
Escherichia coli (E. coli)—248
Global influenza outbreak—556, 568, 570, 582,

584–586, 600, 601, 605, 607, 608, 611, 612, 623,
717, 731, 756, 762, 887, 889, 938, 961, 962

Malaria—552
Multiple sclerosis—858
Parkinson’s disease—339
Polio, eradication efforts—767
Salmonella—248

District of Columbia
Capital City Public Charter School—40, 942
Holocaust Memorial Museum, U.S., shoot-

ing—801, 970
Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens—959
Mayor—873
Superior Court of the District of Columbia—952
Walter Reed Army Medical Center—855, 966
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

commuter train crash—873
Doha Development Agenda. See Developing coun-

tries
Domestic Policy Council—590
Drug abuse and trafficking

See also specific country or region
Drug use, reduction efforts—513
Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act—491,

500, 730
Foreign narcotics traffickers—492, 497, 513, 516,

519, 730
Interdiction efforts—224, 491, 492, 497, 500, 501,

503, 513, 581, 924
Marijuana, proposed legalization—356
Professional athletes, drug use—76
Regulations—224
Substance abuse treatment programs, enrollment

waiting periods—224

Drug Control Policy, Office of National
Deputy Director—957
Director—949

Earth Day—959
Easter—474, 476
Economic Advisers, Council of—24, 154–156, 210,

314, 315, 473, 948, 963
Economic Co-operation and Development, Organisa-

tion for (OECD)—974
Economic Council, National—733, 940, 941, 948, 968
Economic Recovery Advisory Board, President’s—53,

54, 91, 246, 490, 679, 686, 940, 943
Economy, international. See Commerce, internation-

al
Economy, national

See also Budget, Federal; Employment and unem-
ployment; specific State

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Imple-
mentation Conference—228

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009—115, 117, 119, 122, 124, 127–133, 144,
146–151, 154, 156, 165, 168, 171, 172, 175, 178,
196–198, 204, 205, 210, 212, 217, 218, 225, 226,
228, 229, 232, 233, 235, 236, 241, 253, 257, 275,
276, 278, 281, 288, 289, 291, 294, 306, 308–310,
314, 316, 317, 329, 338, 345, 348, 354, 355, 376,
377, 379, 421, 426, 472, 473, 476, 477, 482, 484,
486, 487, 489, 495, 496, 514, 525, 540–542, 557,
559, 573, 574, 577, 579, 580, 584, 589, 593, 608,
621, 625, 633, 634, 644, 649–651, 663, 664, 675,
678, 688, 689, 719, 722–724, 729, 797, 799, 803,
811, 813, 821, 851, 883, 884, 894, 907, 919, 921,
922, 931, 936, 964

Capital investment—175
Consumer confidence—74
Consumer Financial Protection Agency, pro-

posed—868
Credit markets, stabilization efforts—61, 69, 72, 74,

76, 86, 97, 103, 105, 109, 115, 117, 128, 130, 133,
146–148, 170, 197, 198, 211, 218, 225, 233, 238,
245, 246, 255, 257, 261, 275, 276, 280, 284, 285,
304, 305, 314, 315, 329, 345, 348, 351, 353, 376,
384, 473, 482–485, 522, 525, 547, 573, 594, 597,
624, 646, 664, 719, 729, 813, 818, 844, 868

Dollar, value—337
Economic concerns—1, 13, 14, 18–20, 24, 28, 35,

41, 54, 56, 66, 79, 90, 96, 175, 219, 225, 238, 245,
247, 253, 274, 282, 305, 312, 331, 345, 347, 350,
351, 358, 391, 399, 429, 473, 480, 484, 488, 489,
522, 524, 547, 573, 608, 624, 634, 645, 689, 931

Economic recovery, oversight and transparen-
cy—59, 60, 108, 128, 129, 132, 133, 147, 172, 212,
229, 233, 240, 309, 310, 477, 495, 525, 633, 797

Economic stabilization legislation—22, 92
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Economy, national—Continued
Financial legislation—13, 19–21, 24, 26, 28, 31,

33, 34, 38–44, 47–53, 55–72, 76–81, 83–86, 90,
91, 96, 97, 102, 103, 105, 111, 942

Financial Markets Commission—688
Financial regulations, modernization efforts—19,

24, 25, 28, 34, 73, 76, 97, 103, 105, 109, 117, 128,
130, 133, 146, 148, 154–156, 176, 210, 233, 238,
240, 245, 246, 252, 255, 271–274, 285, 300, 303,
304, 315, 326, 328, 330, 331, 384, 386, 400, 483,
485, 547, 573, 574, 777, 788, 832, 839, 843–847,
852, 868, 869, 876, 877, 884, 933

Improvement—679
Market volatility—1, 2, 4, 18, 72, 73, 146, 148, 154,

167, 175, 232, 233, 245, 279, 285, 315, 386, 391,
401, 483, 485

Recession, effects—26, 28, 38, 39, 41, 43, 49, 50,
53, 55–57, 59, 63, 67–69, 71–75, 79, 80, 87, 90,
95–97, 100–104, 106, 109, 114, 115, 117, 119,
122, 127, 128, 131–134, 144–146, 148, 149, 151,
154, 155, 167, 168, 170, 175, 180, 182, 183–185,
195–197, 202, 208, 211–214, 217, 229, 230, 232–
238, 240, 247, 250, 252, 253, 257, 271, 275–278,
284, 285, 288, 291–293, 297, 302, 304, 305, 308,
312, 314, 315, 324, 329–331, 334, 338, 345, 346,
348–350, 353, 354, 359, 368, 372–376, 384, 387,
391, 401, 424, 426, 429, 431, 467, 474, 476, 480–
483, 485, 487, 489, 495, 496, 514, 516, 525, 526,
536, 538, 544, 547, 554, 556, 572–574, 579, 584,
591, 594, 603, 615, 619, 620, 624, 628, 634, 640,
643–646, 650–652, 659, 663, 665, 677, 679, 682,
684, 687–690, 709, 723, 729, 738, 740, 788, 796,
797, 799, 804, 813, 818, 843–847, 851, 855, 856,
858, 868, 876, 877, 883, 884, 899, 920, 931, 933

Strengthening efforts—13, 15, 19, 72, 101, 103,
106, 119, 124, 135, 144, 146, 154, 156, 159, 171,
172, 180, 183, 185, 197, 198, 210, 211, 213, 214,
217, 219, 225, 229, 232–234, 236, 237, 245, 247,
257, 271, 272, 275, 277–279, 285, 288, 291, 292,
302–305, 308–310, 312, 314–316, 329, 331, 345–
348, 350, 351, 353, 355, 356, 374, 384, 399, 429,
434, 469, 473, 474, 476, 477, 480, 482–485, 489–
491, 495, 496, 514, 523, 525, 536, 554, 572–574,
582, 597, 605, 606, 610, 615, 619–621, 624, 625,
637, 644–646, 649, 650, 652, 655, 678, 710, 719,
722, 726, 731, 738, 796, 797, 818, 843, 845, 847,
866, 868, 883–885, 920, 921, 953

Ecuador
President—518, 971
Trade with U.S.—938

Education
See also specific State
Academic calendar, proposed reforms—206, 281,

352
Charter schools—150, 206, 220, 235, 352, 362
Chief State School Officers, Council of—949

Education—Continued
Class size, reduction efforts—281
Early Learning Challenge grant—204
Foreign exchange programs—767
Funding—78, 352
Global competitiveness—150, 167, 202, 203, 234,

235, 261, 276, 281, 292, 298, 312, 329, 332, 346,
349, 351, 352, 399, 429, 485, 486, 490, 514, 550,
551, 556, 561, 567, 573, 574, 576, 619, 622, 650,
720, 767, 811, 855, 932

High school dropout prevention programs—206,
235

High school dropout rate—206, 220, 857
Minority students—203
No Child Left Behind Act—66, 205, 362
Parental involvement—66, 151, 203, 207, 281,

298, 362, 577, 578, 716, 811, 935
Postsecondary education

Affordability—150, 167, 207, 235, 261, 276, 277,
282, 292, 312, 346, 351, 358, 490, 536, 550–
552, 574, 577

Career training and continuing education—150,
207, 235, 486, 551, 621, 622

College dropout rate—207
Community colleges—207, 551, 577, 622
Enrollment and graduation initiatives, expan-

sion—551
Federal Family Education Loans—551, 552
Medical school costs—192, 822, 894, 895
Pell grants—13, 207, 282, 300, 358, 551, 552,

617, 621
Perkins loan program—207, 300, 551
Science fellowships, expansion—13
Student loan application process, simplification

efforts—490
Student loan subsidies, elimination for private

lenders—207, 300, 357, 358, 620
Tax credits, expansion—13, 58, 67, 81, 82, 89,

107, 129, 146, 167, 207, 486, 490, 551, 610,
617

Tuition and student loan assistance, public ser-
vice in exchange for—357

Reform policies—550, 963
School improvement and renovation—13, 55, 58,

60, 65, 66, 72, 78, 82, 87, 96, 101, 107, 127, 129,
229, 235, 281, 301, 720, 935

School lunch programs, improvement ef-
forts—812, 821

Science and math programs—65, 107, 320, 352,
363, 560, 561, 734, 811

Standards and school accountability—66, 150,
157, 203–206, 219, 220, 235, 261, 276, 277, 281,
292, 298, 312, 316, 346, 349, 351, 352, 362, 363,
486, 560, 567, 574, 577, 665, 720, 810, 811, 851,
852, 884
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Subject Index
Education—Continued
Students with disabilities, funding for assistance

programs—295
Teachers—65, 66, 78, 107, 127, 150, 157, 167, 203,

205, 208, 235, 261, 281, 298, 301, 312, 346, 349,
351, 352, 362, 363, 560, 566, 577, 665, 720, 729,
811, 852, 857, 932, 935

Teachers Advancement Program—205, 486, 574,
577, 932

Technology and innovation, expansion ef-
forts—363, 577, 767, 936

Education, Department of
Assistant Secretaries

Elementary and Secondary Education—965
Legislation and Congressional Affairs—951
Vocational and Adult Education—974

Budgetary discipline—157, 204, 236, 487
Deputy Secretary—961
Education Sciences, Institute of—955
Funding—40, 297, 355
General Counsel—947
Secretary—157, 204, 234, 560, 566, 577, 622, 811,

935, 938
Under Secretary—954

Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act—719, 936
Egypt

Democracy and human rights issues—743
Gaza

Role in—10
Weapons smuggling, interdiction efforts—670,

776
Peace treaty with Israel, 30th anniversary—365
President—670, 743, 759, 783, 939, 969
President Obama’s visit—741, 746, 754, 759, 760,

769, 773, 780, 789, 866, 969
Pyramids and the Sphinx, tour—969
Relations with Israel—743
Relations with Sudan—783
Relations with U.S.—743, 760
Sultan Hassan Mosque in Cairo—969

Election Commission, Federal—962
El Salvador

Energy, alternative and renewable sources and
technologies—518

President-elect—950, 968
Relations with U.S.—950

Emergency Management Agency, Federal. See
Homeland Security, Department of

Employment and unemployment
See also Economy, national; specific State
Americans With Disabilities Act—295

Employment and unemployment—Continued
Job creation and growth—15, 19, 20, 26–28, 38, 39,

41, 47, 55, 57, 58, 62, 63, 67, 69–72, 74, 80, 81, 84,
85, 90–92, 96, 97, 102, 105–109, 115, 127, 129,
131, 133, 146, 148, 154, 167, 168, 171, 175, 178,
180, 183, 185, 196, 198, 202, 211, 233–235, 239,
246, 255, 256, 275, 276, 278, 285, 288, 289, 291,
292, 308, 316, 317, 329, 338, 345, 346, 348, 350,
353–356, 374, 379, 384, 392, 426, 473, 476, 477,
482, 484–486, 489, 490, 495, 496, 515, 525, 540,
541, 544, 547, 554, 573, 574, 584, 609, 621, 624,
633, 634, 637, 644, 649, 656, 664, 665, 678, 681,
684, 719, 720, 722–724, 726, 741, 767, 797, 818,
836, 843, 844, 851, 852, 857, 874, 907, 918–923,
931, 932

Job losses—15, 18, 20, 26, 28, 35, 38, 41, 47, 50, 51,
53, 55–57, 66–69, 72, 74, 79, 80, 90, 91, 95–97,
102, 105–107, 109, 114, 115, 133, 144, 146, 147,
156, 171, 184, 196, 198, 202, 227, 232, 239, 257,
278, 285, 286, 297, 315, 351, 353, 354, 373, 399,
424, 426, 431, 437, 473, 477, 481, 482, 485, 489,
538, 593, 597, 620, 624, 627, 645, 665, 684, 729,
740, 796, 797, 844, 868, 932

Job training assistance—58, 82, 207
Job training programs—235, 241, 295, 354, 650, 884
Persons with disabilities, efforts to prevent work-

place discrimination—295
Unemployment insurance—56, 57, 60, 67, 81, 85,

91, 97, 102, 105, 108, 127, 131, 132, 144, 146, 156,
196, 198, 278, 285, 297, 338, 387, 391, 482, 593,
621, 622, 722, 813

Unemployment rate—13, 57, 198, 241, 361, 424,
532, 550, 620, 621, 624, 788, 883, 884

Working families, meeting with President—958
Energy

See also Environment; specific State or country
Advanced Research Projects Agency for Ener-

gy—558
Alternative and renewable sources and technolo-

gies—13, 15, 26, 47, 58, 62, 64, 65, 85, 96, 101,
107–109, 111, 112, 119, 121, 128, 129, 146, 149,
152, 157, 167, 178, 218, 220, 235, 241, 243, 251,
261, 276, 285, 286, 288, 289, 292, 299, 306, 312,
316–318, 326, 327, 329, 332, 346, 349, 351, 354,
374–376, 379, 407, 419, 421, 441, 458, 484–486,
496, 512, 514, 539–541, 543, 544, 554, 558, 559,
573, 574, 583–585, 594, 619, 637, 644, 649, 650,
656, 661, 664, 665, 675, 680–682, 684, 685, 700,
719, 722, 724, 726, 729, 767, 836, 851, 852, 874,
882, 886, 907, 919–923, 931, 935

Alternative energy markets, potential development
and problems concerning—683, 685, 723, 724

Alternative energy products and technologies, U.S.
production—685, 723, 724, 739, 741

Biofuels and ethanol—542
A–11



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Energy—Continued
Carbon dioxide emissions, reduction—495, 496,

512, 543, 558, 559, 726, 932
Clean Cities grant program—542
Clean Technology Fund—451
Coal and clean coal technologies—112, 121, 327,

407, 726
Developing countries, energy sources—16, 112,

122, 407, 419, 726, 782, 917
Domestic sources—540, 542
Energy consumption, increase—684
Energy efficiency programs, regional differenc-

es—681
Energy efficiency, tax incentives—540, 558, 682,

683, 874, 920
Energy-efficient homes and buildings—922, 935
Energy legislation, proposed—157, 907, 911, 917,

918, 922, 923, 932, 933, 975
Federal Government buildings, energy efficiency

improvements—71, 108
Federal Government cooperation with States on

emissions reduction—16, 674
Foreign sources—15, 62, 71, 107, 128, 157, 178,

222, 234, 276, 288, 292, 312, 316, 317, 332, 346,
349, 351, 399, 429, 451, 474, 485, 496, 539, 540,
542–544, 572, 619, 637, 656, 665, 673, 675, 680,
708, 719, 720, 723, 724, 726, 767, 843, 852, 874,
907, 918–923, 933

Fuel efficiency standards, strengthening ef-
forts—15, 16, 48, 62, 149, 167, 235, 286, 542, 596,
672, 674, 675, 680, 684, 703, 719, 723, 729, 851,
919, 922, 932

Gasoline, oil, and natural gas costs—495, 539, 542,
543, 673, 726

Greenhouse gas emissions, regulation—15, 111,
121, 131, 149, 167, 235, 243, 244, 327, 332, 407,
416, 486, 543, 574, 583, 637, 674, 680–682, 781,
874, 875, 884, 920, 922

Hybrid automobiles, tax credits for purchase—289,
542, 597, 722

Infrastructure and grid improvements—13, 15, 48,
55, 58, 108, 119, 124, 128, 149, 218, 241, 288, 289,
316, 354, 541, 649, 675, 729, 734, 921

International cooperation—16, 112
National energy plan—14–16, 64, 65, 71, 121, 241,

277, 289, 315–317, 327, 656, 665, 686, 690, 700,
921, 962

Nuclear energy—442, 540
Oil and gas industry subsidies, elimination—620
Renewable energy, tax incentives—64, 107, 128,

129, 243, 316, 317, 541, 542, 852
Solar and wind energy—318, 539, 541, 543, 573,

720–723, 726, 919

Energy—Continued
Utilities, efficiency and cost reductions—64
Weatherization of homes and buildings, expan-

sion—71, 108, 129, 149, 289, 316, 421, 486, 682,
684, 874, 907, 919, 922

Energy, Department of
Appliance efficiency standards—48, 540, 922
Assistant Secretaries

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy—953
Environmental Management—950
Fossil Energy—968
Nuclear Energy—971
Policy and International Affairs—951

Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, Office
of—973

Deputy Secretary—957
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block

Grant—128
Energy Information Administration—962
Energy Regulatory Commission, Federal—951,

971
General Counsel—951
Hybrid automobile technology, competitive grant

program—289, 542
Lighting efficiency standards—922
Renewable energy technology, competitive grant

program—541
Science, Office of—557, 959
Secretary—316, 558, 922, 923, 975
Under Secretary—949
Under Secretary for Science—951

England. See United Kingdom
Environment

See also Energy
Antarctic Treaty, protocol on environmental protec-

tion—408
Carbon pollution—558, 583, 637, 656, 665, 673,

680, 722, 852, 874, 907, 919–921
Clean Air Act, waiver request—16, 674
Climate change—15, 111, 112, 119, 121, 122, 131,

145, 149, 209, 222, 244, 276, 288, 315, 317, 327,
385, 389, 398, 400, 407, 414, 416, 417, 419, 421,
425, 431, 440, 442, 451, 458, 459, 461, 486, 498,
500, 510, 512, 519, 539, 540, 542, 544, 558, 574,
582, 583, 656, 657, 659, 663, 665, 673, 675, 682,
700, 720, 723, 726, 729–731, 747, 748, 777, 781,
851, 852, 874, 907, 911, 917–923, 931, 933

Climate Change, Special Envoy for—922
Deforestation, prevention efforts—582
Endangered Species Act—179
Kyoto Protocol—458, 500
Major Economies Forum on Energy and Cli-

mate—500
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Environment—Continued
Water quality—378

Environmental Protection Agency
Administration and Resource Management, Office

of—964
Administrator—673
Assistant Administrators

Air and Radiation—949
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance—951
International Affairs—951
Water Programs—955

California waiver request under the Clean Air Act,
review—16

Deputy Administrator—945, 946, 965
General Counsel—965
Prevention, Pesticides, and Toxic Substances, Of-

fice of—954
Research and Development, Office of—966
Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Office

of—954
Europe

See also specific country
Council of Europe—414
European Union

European Commission President—955
European Council—445
European Parliament—414
Relations with U.S.—460, 914
Summit with U.S.—444, 450, 955

President Obama’s visit—781, 792
Relations with U.S.—411, 414, 415, 418, 421, 438
Western Balkans

NATO presence and peacekeeping efforts—438
U.S. national emergency, continuation—873

Export-Import Bank of the United States—957

Faith-based and community organizations
Charitable giving, rules—766
Programs and services—382, 536, 766
Social Innovation Fund—536

Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, Presi-
dent’s Advisory Council on—956

Father’s Day—856, 857, 864, 884
FBI. See Justice, Department of
FDIC. See Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal
Federal. See other part of subject
FEMA. See Homeland Security, Department of
Finland, U.S. Ambassador—974
Florida

Disaster assistance—960, 967
Governor—79, 942
President’s visit—79, 90, 943
Solar and wind energy—919
Unemployment rate—79

FOIA. See Freedom of Information Act

Foreign policy, U.S.
See also specific country or region
Diplomatic efforts, expansion—620, 690, 742, 750,

761–764, 766, 767, 918
Foreign Ambassadors, credentialing ceremo-

ny—966
FOX News television—942
France

Afghanistan
French military forces, deployment—747
Role in—413

Air France Flight 447 crash—745, 787
Canal Plus Television—745
D-Day, 65th anniversary—781, 787, 793, 970
High-speed rail and mass transportation—495
Iran, diplomatic engagement with—747
Normandy American Cemetery and Memori-

al—970
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, military com-

mand participation—313, 416, 433, 787
Paris

Notre Dame Cathedral—970
Pompidou Centre—970

President—313, 328, 409, 413, 429, 433, 460, 747,
786, 940, 955, 969

President Obama’s visits—409, 413–415, 430, 432,
433, 450, 475, 747, 748, 779, 786–788, 793, 948,
955, 969, 970

Prime Minister—327
Relations with U.S.—410, 747, 787, 788
U.S. Ambassador—967

Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009—719
Freedom of Information Act—5

Gabon
President—798, 971
Relations with U.S.—798

General Services Administration, U.S., Administra-
tor—955

Georgia, disaster assistance—960
Georgia, Republic of

Conflict with Russia—396, 411, 732
U.S. Ambassador—973

Germany
Afghanistan, German military forces

Casualties—912
Deployment—425, 429

Buchenwald Concentration Camp in Weimar—781
Chancellor—423, 433, 776, 784–786, 911, 940, 955,

969, 973, 975
Energy

Alternative and renewable sources and technolo-
gies—541

Solar and wind energy—911
Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady) in Dres-

den—969
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Germany—Continued
General Motors Corp., memorandum of under-

standing with the German Government—739
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center—968, 969
President Obama’s visits—423, 424, 776, 777, 779,

781, 784, 788, 948, 955, 968, 969
Relations with Israel—781, 911
Relations with Russia—912
Relations with U.S.—424, 425, 777–779, 911, 912
Trade with U.S.—427

Ghana
President—957
President Obama’s visit—965

Global Health Initiative—612
Government Accountability Office, U.S.—181, 597,

703
Government organization and employees

See also Budget, Federal; specific agency or orga-
nization

Accountability and transparency, strengthening
efforts—4, 5, 14, 19, 20, 28, 34, 39, 40, 61, 67,
69, 91, 105, 108, 110, 156, 178, 182, 184, 212,
214, 237, 514, 515, 526, 554, 696, 697, 703, 731,
734

Document classification, policy review—696, 697
Ethics commitments by Executive branch person-

nel—4, 5, 62
Federal benefits and nondiscrimination—847–

849, 929
Federal Government contracting policies, re-

form—27, 151, 157, 167, 180, 181, 199, 212,
236, 360, 487, 574, 617, 652, 690, 799

Federal programs, improvement efforts—5, 14,
91, 103, 128, 132, 134, 151, 167, 181, 182, 184,
212, 213, 515, 525, 526, 554, 555, 580, 624

Lobbyists, limits on the role and disposition of—4,
5, 62, 514

Role and disposition of lobbyists, limits on—5
Governors Association, National—130, 144, 560,

888, 945
Great Britain. See United Kingdom
Greece

Prime Minister—432
Relations with U.S.—342, 343, 432

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Cele-
bration of Greek and American Democracy—342,
432

Guantanamo Bay, U.S. Naval Base. See Cuba
Guinea, U.S. Ambassador—969

Haiti
Hurricanes, damage and recovery efforts—209
President—517
Relations with U.S.—672
U.S. Ambassador—969

Haitian Flag Day—672

Health and Human Services, Department of
Aging, Administration on—962
Assistant Secretaries

Children and Families—962
Health—953
Planning and Evaluation—966
Preparedness and Response—964
Resources and Technology—968

Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion—169, 556, 568, 586, 600, 605, 607, 623, 965

Children, Youth, and Families, Administration
on—974

Food and Drug Administration, U.S.—37, 169,
222, 223, 248, 249, 814, 826, 950

Global influenza outbreak, public health emergen-
cy declaration—556, 605

Head Start programs—204, 235, 261, 276, 292,
349, 351, 352, 486, 567

Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion—945

Health Service Corps, National—822
Indian Health Service—952
Institutes of Health, National—169, 379, 559, 570
Secretary—39, 41, 168, 169, 525, 568, 570, 580,

586, 601, 605, 797, 814, 888, 938
State Children’s Health Insurance Program

(SCHIP)—25, 43, 52, 85, 107, 127, 131, 149,
168, 184, 190, 194, 294, 573, 593, 625, 644, 651,
663, 665, 719, 729, 820, 851, 894, 932

Strategic National Stockpile—585, 608
Health and medical care

See also Diseases; HIV/AIDS; Science and tech-
nology

Abortion—11, 339, 590, 660, 738
Bioethics. See Science and technology
Community health centers—168, 608
Cost control reforms—25, 44, 63, 65, 85, 109, 136,

138, 140, 141, 143, 146, 149–151, 157, 167–170,
183–188, 190–195, 199, 218, 222, 234–236, 242,
243, 257, 260, 276, 277, 283, 292, 294, 297, 312,
316, 329, 332, 336, 346, 349, 351, 355, 361, 364,
399, 419, 429, 482, 485–488, 514, 515, 554, 573,
574, 579, 580, 584, 585, 605, 617, 619, 620, 628–
630, 632, 633, 635, 637, 638, 644, 647, 648, 650,
651, 656, 663–665, 678, 690, 720, 753, 754, 757,
758, 792, 793, 802–810, 812, 813, 817–827, 843,
851–853, 855, 865, 867, 869–871, 875, 878, 881,
882, 884, 888–893, 895–899, 901–905, 931, 933,
935, 962, 963, 970, 974

Employer-based health insurance coverage—356,
632, 633, 637, 648, 758, 802, 803, 806, 810, 812,
819, 825, 878, 879, 881, 892, 893, 896, 902–904,
932

End-of-life care—897
Exercise—812, 821
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Health and medical care—Continued
Generic prescription drugs, approval process, im-

provement efforts—826
Health insurance exchange, proposed—804, 824,

825, 879, 881, 896, 900, 904
Health insurance, protection of coverage—13, 56,

57, 67, 84, 97, 102, 105, 107, 127, 131, 146, 156,
184, 196, 198, 257, 278, 285, 338, 482, 593, 629,
650, 729, 797, 813

Health Reform, White House Forum on—183–187,
191, 195, 236, 355, 361

Hospitals
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement—826
Reimbursement for treatment of uninsured pa-

tients—818, 827
Information technology—13, 26, 55, 63, 71, 84, 96,

107, 127, 129, 149, 157, 168, 184, 186, 189, 193,
236, 242, 243, 294, 356, 487, 559, 574, 647, 719,
734, 803, 809, 813, 821, 822, 827, 878, 898, 899

Insurance coverage and access to providers—188,
190, 193, 194, 355, 356, 363, 364, 648, 651, 754,
757, 793, 804, 806, 807, 809, 817, 824–827, 847,
871, 878–881, 892, 895, 896, 898, 900–904, 933

Living wills—897
Medical fraud and negligence, efforts to combat

and prevent—827
Medical liability reform—824
Medical research

Federal Government funding, increase—823
Inefficiencies—823
Information technology—559

Medicare Advantage Plans, elimination of overpay-
ments—817, 826, 878

Medicare and Medicaid—84, 131, 138, 151, 167,
183, 187, 191, 192, 222, 236, 242, 260, 278, 297,
312, 330, 333, 334, 346, 355, 358, 487, 488, 515,
579, 617, 628, 637, 647, 648, 652, 754, 757, 758,
792, 799, 802, 804, 806, 812, 813, 817, 819, 820,
825–827, 869, 870, 875, 878, 888, 893, 897, 900,
902

Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (Med-
PAC)—758, 824

Nurse remuneration and education—192, 361, 894,
895, 905

Obesity, prevention and reduction efforts—821
Physicians

Malpractice insurance—192, 242, 589, 823
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement—192,

242, 356, 633, 648, 758, 804, 825, 894, 897, 899
Primary care physicians, shortages—192, 822,

894, 895, 898, 905

Health and medical care—Continued
Prescription drugs, purchasing efficiency—818,

827, 869, 870, 899
Preventive care and public health programs—195,

294, 356, 361, 487, 570, 574, 580, 600, 647, 754,
803, 807, 809, 812, 821, 822, 826, 827, 878, 895,
898, 899, 902

Seniors, prescription drug benefits—870
Uninsured children and adults, increase—43, 85

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, U.S.—202
Hispanic Prayer Breakfast, National—854
HIV/AIDS

See also specific country or region
Domestic prevention and treatment strategy—928
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, President’s—612
HIV-positive immigrants, proposed elimination of

ban on entry—929
HIV Testing Day, National—920, 929
HIV/AIDS Strategy, National (NHAS)—921
Lantos-Hyde U.S. Global Leadership Against HIV/

AIDS Act—612
Prevention and treatment efforts, expansion—921

Holocaust Days of Remembrance—545–547
Holy See (Vatican City), U.S. Ambassador—967
Homeland Security Council—717
Homeland Security, Department of

See also Defense and national security; Terrorism
Assistant Secretaries

Immigration and Customs Enforcement—945
International Affairs and Special Representative

for Border Affairs—492
Policy—958

Budgetary discipline—515, 525
Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S.—603,

908, 960
Emergency Management Agency, Federal—226,

735, 947, 952
Employment Eligibility Verification System—280
Funding—500
Secretary—218, 226, 372, 492, 500, 501, 515, 525,

556, 570, 586, 592, 639, 908
Secret Service, U.S.—37
Under Secretaries

Intelligence and Analysis—960
Management—974
National Protection and Programs—956
Science and Technology—963

Undocumented workers, reduction efforts—908
Honduras

Democracy efforts—921
President—921, 925, 926
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Honduras—Continued
Removal and expulsion of President Zelaya—921,

925, 926
Housing

Bankruptcy regulations, reform—117
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac corporations

Government purchase of mortgage-backed se-
curities—117

Mortgage refinancing program—115, 116, 467,
468

Mortgage stability, strengthening efforts—117
Reform—116, 117

First-time home purchase, tax credit—490, 610,
722

Foreclosure rates—63, 69, 74, 80, 83, 85, 90, 97,
103, 105, 109, 114–117, 128, 133, 147, 275, 288,
315, 485, 650, 884

Helping Families Save Their Homes Act of
2009—719

Homelessness—338, 688
Housing market, decline—63, 69, 74, 79, 109,

114–117, 130, 133, 146, 147, 218, 233, 245, 284,
291, 315, 353, 467, 481, 490, 572, 650, 664, 682,
818

Housing prices, stabilization—225
Mortgage refinancing regulations—63, 115, 116,

133, 147, 197, 198, 225, 233, 275, 291, 314, 329,
345, 348, 350, 352, 353, 426, 467, 468, 484, 573,
650, 690, 719, 729, 851, 884, 932

Private sector foreclosure avoidance pro-
grams—117

Housing and Urban Development, Department of
Assistant Secretaries

Community Planning and Development—959
Congressional and Intergovernmental Af-

fairs—947
Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity—953
Housing and Federal Housing Commission-

er—952
Policy Development and Research—951
Public and Indian Housing—957

Deputy Secretary—942
Foreclosed and vacant homes, rehabilitation and

resale programs—291
General Counsel—953
HOPE for Homeowners program—688
Housing Administration, Federal—353, 688
Mortgage assistance and rehabilitation loan pro-

grams—291
Secretary—226, 467, 673, 972

Humanities, National Endowment for the—969
Hurricanes. See Disaster assistance; Natural disas-

ters; specific Federal agency or State

Iceland, U.S. Ambassador—967

Illinois
Archbishop of Chicago—950
Caterpillar, Inc., visit—944
Disaster assistance—947
Former Governor, impeachment—25
Governor—25, 98
President’s visits—91, 95, 98, 818, 944, 971

Immigration and naturalization
See also Defense and national security; specific

country or region
American “melting pot”—280, 762
Citizenship—280, 507, 592, 602, 855, 908
HIV positive immigrants, proposed elimination of

ban on entry—929
Illegal immigration—218, 280, 492, 506, 592, 855,

908, 909
Reform—218, 219, 280, 492, 500, 506, 507, 510,

592, 855, 908, 909
India

Counterterrorism efforts—407
Economic growth and development—407, 418,

419, 427
Poverty—407
Prime Minister—18, 400, 407, 419, 954, 966
Relations with Pakistan—367, 407, 588, 676
Relations with U.S.—17, 966
Republic Day—17, 18
Terrorist attacks in Mumbai—732
U.S. Ambassador—967
U.S. assistance—407

Indiana
Democratic Party events—663, 664
Disaster assistance—948, 960
President’s visits—56, 66, 90, 658, 663, 664, 943,

965
Unemployment rate—56, 66, 79, 90
University of Notre Dame in South Bend—658

Indonesia
President—949
Relations with U.S.—773
Terrorist attacks in Bali—328

Intelligence. See Defense and national security; spe-
cific Federal agency

Intelligence, Office of the Director of National
Chief Information Officer—952
Director of National Intelligence—509
General Counsel—959

Interior, Department of the
160th anniversary—178
Assistant Secretaries

Fish and Wildlife Parks—946
Land and Mineral Management—962
Policy Management and Budget—953
Water and Science—954

Budgetary discipline—157
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Omnibus Public Land Management Act of
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Park Service, National, funding—178, 379
Reclamation, Bureau of—951
Secretary—157, 178, 377, 756, 943
Solicitor—953

International. See other part of subject
Investigation, Federal Bureau of. See Justice, Depart-

ment of
Iowa

Disaster assistance—971
Governor—538
President’s visit—538, 960
Solar and wind energy—541
Trinity Structural Towers, Inc., in Newton—960

Iran
Ballistic missile development—443
Democracy and human rights issues—840, 869,

874–877, 879, 880, 885, 911, 913–915
Detention of American citizen—523, 607
Diplomatic relations with U.S.—70, 311, 340, 385,

417, 443, 453, 530, 667–669, 744, 746, 771, 791,
792, 830, 877, 878, 915

International diplomatic efforts—771, 787, 875,
915

Nuclear weapons development—70, 161, 173, 385,
396, 412, 419, 443, 453, 459, 530, 666–671, 676,
744, 750, 762, 765, 771, 778, 787, 791, 792, 830,
875, 911, 913, 915

President—530, 671, 830, 914
Presidential election, 2009—668, 815, 830, 840,

874–877, 880, 885, 911, 913–915
Relations with Israel—530
Supreme Leader—530, 792, 840, 913
Terrorism, sponsorship—69, 830, 875, 913
U.N. Security Council sanctions—667
U.S. national emergency, continuation—228

Iraq
Abu Ghraib detention facility—422
Camp Victory in Baghdad

President Obama’s visit—464
Shooting—632, 963

Civilian casualties—466, 915
Democracy efforts—165, 464, 465, 472, 588, 763,

915, 934
Elections—164, 165, 464, 915
Former U.S. Ambassador—158
Government, federalism—165
Infrastructure and economic development—159,

466, 472

Iraq—Continued
Insurgency and terrorist attacks—159, 161, 466,

581, 588, 915, 934
Iraqi military and security forces—159, 160, 164,

165, 465, 466, 472, 834, 915
Iraqi refugees, U.S. assistance—160
Multi-National Force—Iraq, commanding gener-

al—915, 939, 956, 963
Oil revenues, decline—159
President—463, 466, 942, 956
President Obama’s visit—463, 464, 466, 471, 956
Prime Minister—463, 466, 915, 942, 946
Prisoners, treatment by U.S. soldiers—422, 639,

696
Provincial elections—29, 30, 74, 159
Reconciliation efforts—160, 466, 472, 915, 934
Reconstruction efforts—161, 465, 466, 763
Relations with Arab States—161
Relations with Saudi Arabia—775
Relations with Turkey—466
Status of Forces Agreement with U.S.—160, 164,

466, 472, 763, 833, 934
Strategic Framework Agreement with U.S.—472
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq—29
U.S. Ambassador—160, 915, 946, 949, 960, 963
U.S. defense contracts, cost overruns—181
U.S. military forces

Casualties—74, 162, 465, 598, 599, 632, 713, 915,
963

Deployment—2, 6, 21, 30, 113, 156, 158–162,
164, 165, 221, 236, 259, 297, 335, 356, 385, 421,
437, 447, 453, 460, 463, 465, 466, 469, 471, 472,
488, 536, 574, 581, 625, 690, 707, 710, 721, 730,
746, 752, 763, 773, 826, 834, 851, 931, 934, 939,
946, 966

U.S. national emergency, continuation—679
U.S. policy review—151

Ireland
Prime Minister—262, 263, 266–270, 946
Relations with U.S.—262, 263, 265–270
U.S. Ambassador—263, 699, 950

Ireland, Northern. See United Kingdom
Israel

See also Middle East
Hamas conflict—670
Peace treaty with Egypt, 30th anniversary—365
President—944, 962
Prime Minister—530, 666, 725, 726, 743, 769, 770,

774, 780, 782, 831, 832, 939, 954, 965, 970
Relations with Arab States—783, 831
Relations with Egypt—743
Relations with Germany—781, 911
Relations with Turkey—462
Relations with U.S.—9, 17, 666, 725, 748, 749, 773,

782
Terrorist attacks—667, 749, 750, 770, 776
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U.S. Ambassador—974

Japan
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Prime Minister—145, 211, 626, 940, 944, 967
Recession, effects—68
Relations with U.S.—145
U.S. Ambassador—967

Jordan
King—529, 939, 958, 959, 971
Queen—529
Relations with U.S.—529

Judiciary
Federal court nominations and confirma-

tions—950, 952, 955, 973, 975
Supreme Court

Associate Justice—719, 720, 729, 736, 737, 867,
967

Associate Justice-designate—737
Associate Justice, health—943
Associate Justice, retirement—604, 736, 962,

964, 965
Chief Justice—939
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Justice, Department of

Assistant Attorneys General
Civil Rights Division—949
Environment and Natural Resources Divi-

sion—963
Justice Programs, Office of—963
Legal Policy, Office of—966
Legislative Affairs, Office of—949
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Attorney General—166, 197, 370, 501, 509, 532,
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Justice, Department of—Continued
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS)

program—634
Fraud protection and prosecution, expansion ef-

forts—688, 689, 708
Guantanamo detainee, transfer of control to the

Attorney General—166
Investigation, Federal Bureau of—564–566, 613,

908
Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) program—197,

634
Legal Counsel, Office of—509, 532, 695
Parole Commission, U.S.—966
U.S. attorneys—964, 965, 969

Kansas
Disaster assistance—974, 975
Former Governor—169, 580, 605
Wichita, shooting—738

Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution
Kentucky

Disaster assistance—941, 943, 968
Governor—940
Winter storm, damage and recovery efforts—940

Kenya, 1998 U.S. Embassy bombing—693
Kosovo

KFOR international security force, U.S. military
forces, deployment—834

Kosovo Protection Corps—835
Kosovo Security Force—834
U.S. Ambassador—967

Kyoto Protocol. See Environment

Labor Relations Act, National—27
Labor Relations Authority, Federal—969
Labor Relations Board, National—961
Labor, Department of

Assistant Secretaries
Administration and Management—951
Disability Employment Policy—951
Employee Benefits Security—953
Employment and Training Administration—956
Governmental Affairs—947
Policy—960
Veterans Employment and Training—959

Davis-Bacon Act, compliance efforts—282
Deputy Secretary—945
Labor reform initiatives—26, 27
Secretary—204, 207, 295, 377, 622, 623, 673, 816
Solicitor—951
Undocumented workers, reduction efforts—908
Wage and Hour Division—958

Latvia, U.S. Ambassador—974
Law enforcement and crime

Communications network, improvement ef-
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671, 750
Parliamentary elections—98, 798
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Relations with U.S.—798
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2009—687, 689, 703, 872
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2009—687
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009—22, 941
Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009—212–214, 216
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of

2009—377, 379
Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission Act—754,
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Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009—889, 910,

974
Weapon Systems Acquisition Reform Act of

2009—702, 872
Legislation, proposed

“American Clean Energy and Security Act of
2009”—918–920

“Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2009”—799, 801
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride

Month—927
Liberia, Refugees in the U.S., status—313

Lichtenstein, U.S. Ambassador—971
Literacy, National Institute for—616
Lithuania

President—973
U.S. Ambassador—969
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Infrastructure and economic development—478
New Orleans, rebuilding efforts—226, 948

Lunar New Year—18

Macedonia, North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
membership bid—430

Malaria. See Diseases
Malaysia

Economic growth and development—767
Prime Minister—975

Maldives, U.S. Ambassador—967
Management and Budget, Office of

Deputy Director—616
Director—181, 616
Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of—959

Marine Corps, U.S. See Navy, Department of the
Maritime Commission, Federal—970
Marshall Islands, U.S. Ambassador—971
Maryland

Infrastructure and economic development—477,
478

National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda—966,
968

President’s visits—941, 945, 948, 952, 953, 966, 968
Sidwell Friends School in Bethesda—941, 948

Massachusetts, Governor—673
Mayors, U.S. Conference of—126, 310
Medal of Honor Day, National—344, 356, 952
Medals. See Decorations, medals, and awards
Mediation and Conciliation Service, Federal—975
Mediation Board, National—949, 970
Medical Association, American—818, 820, 824, 827,

843, 867, 870, 896
Medical liability reform. See Health and medical care
Medicare care and Medicaid. See Health and medical

care
Medicine, Institute of—555
Memorial Day—705, 710–712, 714, 967
Mexico

Border with U.S., infrastructure and security—491,
497, 503, 517

Counternarcotics efforts, cooperation with
U.S.—491, 492, 497, 500, 513, 517, 520, 611

Crime and narcotrafficking—218, 224, 280, 334,
491, 497, 500, 503, 510, 513, 517, 611, 924

Economic decline—227
Economic growth and development—112, 491, 500
Energy

Alternative and renewable sources and technolo-
gies—112, 122, 512
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Merida Initiative—497, 500
President—112, 122, 218, 280, 334, 491, 494, 497,
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President Obama’s visit—491, 497, 498, 510, 611,
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Trade with U.S.—491, 507, 510
U.S. Ambassador—969
U.S. Embassy staff, meeting with President

Obama—958
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Governor—477, 673, 888, 974
Infrastructure and economic development—477
Solar and wind energy—919
Unemployment rate—373
U.S. Representative—944

Middle East
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Arab Peace Initiative—10
Arab States, relations with Israel—783, 831
Human rights issues—742, 760, 761, 763, 765
Nuclear proliferation, prevention efforts—76
Peace and democracy efforts—10, 17, 161, 340,

385, 393, 417, 422, 447, 452, 453, 462, 463, 529–
531, 618, 667, 670, 671, 724–728, 742, 743, 746,
748–750, 760, 763–766, 769–771, 774, 775, 778,
780, 782, 783, 787, 788, 831, 911

President Obama’s visit—727, 746, 778, 779, 792
Quartet on the Middle East—10
Relations with U.S.—161, 727, 742, 746, 760, 773
Terrorism—529
U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace—17,

70, 152, 161, 340, 463, 530, 531, 671, 728, 769,
780, 782, 788, 940, 942, 973

Military Academy, U.S. See Army, Department of
the

Minnesota
Disaster assistance—372, 953, 957
Floods, damage and recovery efforts—372, 373,

952
Governor—372
Senator-elect, certification as winner of the 2008

senatorial election—938
Mississippi, disaster assistance—964
Missouri

Disaster assistance—942, 944, 973
Governor—571, 942
President’s visit—571, 572, 961

Missouri—Continued
Winter storm, damage and recovery efforts—942

Monetary Fund, International—400, 420, 440, 456,
484, 517, 519, 523, 524, 635, 636

Mongolia, President—972
Morocco, U.S. Ambassador—973
Mother’s Day—625

NAFTA. See Commerce, international
National. See other part of subject
National security. See Defense and national security
NATO. See North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Natural disasters

See also Disaster assistance; specific State or coun-
try

Australia, wildfires—943
Haiti, hurricanes—209
Hurricane Katrina—536
Italy, earthquake—956
Midwest and Southern winter storm—940, 942
Midwest floods—372, 373
Minnesota and North Dakota, floods—952
Oklahoma, tornadoes—944
Potential natural disasters, preparedness ef-

forts—690, 717, 735, 736
South Dakota, floods—372

Navy, Department of the
Acting Secretary—533
Assistant Secretary for Manpower and Reserve Af-

fairs—961
Marine Corps, U.S.—162, 704, 706, 707, 947
National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda,

MD—966, 968
Naval Academy, U.S.—533, 534, 704–707, 710
Secretary—953
Under Secretary—957

NBC
NBC News—942
“The Tonight Show”—301
“Today” program—29

Netherlands, Prime Minister—974
Nevada

Democratic Party event—718
President’s visits—718, 721, 967
Solar and wind energy—720

New Mexico
Governor—644, 649
Job creation and growth—644
Lieutenant Governor—644
President’s visit—644, 647, 964

Newsweek magazine—964
New York

Continental Connection Flight 3407, crash in
Clarence—101, 104

Disaster assistance—948
Former U.S. Representative, death—608
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1993 World Trade Center bombing—693
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Stonewall Inn riots, 40th anniversary—928, 930
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President’s visit—968
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U.S. Representative, election—554
U.S. Senator, appointment—12, 940

New Zealand, Prime Minister—964
Nicaragua, President—511, 518
North Atlantic Council—430, 955
North Atlantic Treaty Organization—119, 173, 177,

307, 313, 341, 385, 409–412, 415, 416, 421, 425,
428–438, 440, 441, 447, 449–451, 456, 460, 461,
584, 614, 745, 747, 778, 787, 789, 833–835, 912,
949, 952, 955

North Carolina
Governor—158
Infrastructure and economic development—478
President’s visits—158, 465, 946

North Dakota
Disaster assistance—372, 952
Floods, damage and recovery efforts—372, 373,

952
Governor—372

Northern Ireland. See United Kingdom
North Korea

Ballistic missiles, testing—396, 400, 412, 439, 442,
444–446, 711, 712, 791, 835, 837, 839, 955

Detention of American citizens—607
International and U.S. sanctions—712, 791, 835,

839
International assistance—839
International diplomatic efforts—791
Nuclear weapons development—395, 412, 419,

439, 443, 445, 676, 711, 712, 762, 791, 835, 837,
889, 967

Nuclear weapons technology and material, ex-
ports—837, 889

Six-party talks—445, 446, 712, 791, 835–837, 839
U.N. Security Council resolutions, noncompli-

ance—445, 711, 712, 835, 837
U.S. national emergency, continuation—889
U.S. Special Representative for North Korea Poli-

cy—946
Nowruz—311
Nuclear energy. See Energy; specific country
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, U.S.—964
Nuclear weapons. See Arms and munitions; specific

country

Occupational Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion—958

Ohio
Columbus Police Academy—195–198, 634
Former Governor—605
Governor—196, 220
Job creation and growth—196
Job losses—197
President’s visit—195, 948

Oklahoma
Disaster assistance—944, 973, 974
Governor—944
Tornadoes, damage and recovery efforts—944

Olympic games. See Sports; specific country
Oman, U.S. Ambassador—971
Oregon, disaster assistance—947

Pakistan
Counterterrorism efforts—76, 436, 588, 612, 613,

751
Defense relationship with U.S.—76
Democracy efforts—613, 614
Economic growth and development—367, 435, 613
Federally Administered Tribal Areas, suspected ter-

rorist safe havens—75, 76, 119, 152, 164, 177,
366, 367, 385, 407, 416, 422, 425, 428, 433, 436,
471, 472, 574, 581, 613, 775

International assistance—428, 436, 614
International diplomatic efforts—428
Nuclear weapons and material, security—588
Poverty—407
President—612, 613, 944, 953, 963
Relations with Afghanistan—36
Relations with India—367, 407, 588, 676
Relations with U.S.—159, 367
Taliban movement—581, 588, 613, 614
Terrorism—10, 11, 177, 707, 762, 775, 778, 912
Terrorist attacks—367
U.S. assistance—365, 367, 436, 453, 613, 614, 756,

763
U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan and

Pakistan—10, 37, 75, 161, 614
Palestinian Authority and Palestinians

See also Middle East
Counterterrorism efforts—764
Democracy efforts—667, 787
Economic growth and development—667, 726,

743, 764, 771
Fatah political organization—774
Gaza

Conflict and humanitarian crisis—9, 10, 17, 152,
670, 764, 776, 782

Reconstruction efforts—776, 782
Government corruption and negligence—783
Hamas political-paramilitary organization—9, 669,

671, 727, 750, 764, 770, 774, 831
International assistance—10, 17, 725
President—670, 724, 769, 774, 780, 783, 939
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Security forces, improvement efforts—748, 771,

782, 783
U.S. humanitarian assistance—10, 17, 776
U.S. security coordinator to Israel and the Pales-

tinian Authority—725
West Bank

Conflict and humanitarian crisis—764
Israeli checkpoints—764

Papua New Guinea, U.S. Ambassador—973
Park Service, National. See Interior, Department of

the
Passover—474, 957
PBS, “The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer” pro-

gram—947
Peace Corps, U.S.—300, 536, 581
Pennsylvania

Governor—560
U.S. Senator, decision to switch political par-

ties—626, 961
Personnel Management, Office of

Deputy Director—958
Director—947

Peru, President—517, 957
Philippines, President—949
Poland

President—444
Prime Minister—444
Relations with U.S.—173, 444

Portugal
Day of Portugal, Camoes, and the Portuguese

Communities—801
Relations with U.S.—801

Prayer Breakfast, National—44
Presidency, U.S.

Former President Abraham Lincoln
200th birthday—93, 94, 99
Legacy—230

Former President George Washington, lega-
cy—926

Former President Theodore Roosevelt, lega-
cy—230

Inauguration
Inaugural events—939
Parade—939
Swearing-in and address—1, 939

Joint session of Congress, address—145
Presidential records, disclosure process—5
Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission—756

Public Radio, National—748

Recovery Accountability and Transparency
Board—128, 129, 132, 147, 172, 946

Red Cross, International Committee of the—638
Research Council, National—558

Reserve System, Federal—73, 74, 155, 171, 273,
314, 345, 348, 467, 482, 646, 845, 876, 877, 948

Roman Catholic Church
See also Holy See (Vatican City)
Catholic Bishops, U.S. Conference of—950

Romania, U.S. Ambassador—971
Russia

Conflict with Georgia—396, 411, 732
Energy cooperation with U.S.—389
Minister of Foreign Affairs—618
Nuclear weapons and material

Nonproliferation efforts, cooperation with
U.S.—76

Nuclear weapons stockpile, reduction—389,
419, 431, 442, 618, 744, 750, 778, 791, 828,
912

Risk of proliferation—390, 397, 431, 475, 850
President—76, 385, 389, 393, 394, 397, 400, 411,

412, 419, 431, 442, 459, 618, 940, 975
President Obama’s visit—791, 828, 912, 965
Relations with Italy—828
Relations with NATO—341, 396, 433, 441
Relations with U.S.—173, 341, 389, 393, 394, 396,

411, 442, 443, 618, 676, 912
Treaty on the Reduction and Limitation of Strate-

gic Offensive Arms (START Treaty)—397
World Trade Organization, membership bid—396

Rwanda, 1994 genocide, 15th anniversary—464

San Marino, U.S. Ambassador—974
Saudi Arabia

Energy, alternative and renewable sources and
technologies—726

King—400, 726, 746, 759, 775, 942, 949, 954, 968
President Obama’s visit—746, 759, 968
Relations with Iraq—775
Relations with U.S.—726, 759, 775
U.S. Ambassador—969

Science and technology
See also Health and medical care
Bioethics issues—200, 339
Broadband technology—13, 58, 96, 107, 127, 731,

734
Human Genome Project, U.S.—200, 560
Intel Science Talent Search—949
International cooperation—560
Research and development—2, 108, 200, 201,

219, 235, 286, 288, 306, 315–317, 515, 542, 557–
560, 609, 620, 734, 767

Scientific integrity, strengthening efforts—200,
201, 559

Stem cell research—199–201, 339, 625, 660, 665,
719, 729, 755, 851, 932

Vaccine development and research—200, 600,
607, 608
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Science and Technology, President’s Council of Ad-
visers on—559

Science Foundation, National—557, 561
Securities and Exchange Commission, U.S.—473,
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Security Council, National—717, 733, 939, 940
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Slavery (historical) in U.S.—865
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Administrator—677, 741
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sion—678
America’s Recovery Capital program—678
Chief Counsel—966
Inspector General—975
Loan guarantee facility—256, 257, 279, 473, 597,
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Social Security reform—136, 137, 151, 187, 488, 578–

580, 617, 652
Solomon Islands, U.S. Ambassador—973
Somalia

Commercial vessel, hostage rescue—475, 476, 707,
957, 963

Piracy incidents, increase—475, 476
South Africa

President—940
President-elect—962
U.S. Ambassador—969

South America
Crime and narcotrafficking—924
Democracy efforts—883, 926
Economic growth and development—512, 882, 883
Relations with U.S.—886, 887

South Dakota
Disaster assistance—972
Floods, damage and recovery efforts—372, 373
Governor—372, 888, 974

South Korea
Afghanistan, role in—398
Defense relationship with U.S.—841
Economic growth and development—767
Education policy—206
Energy cooperation with U.S.—836
Former President—711, 967
Free trade agreement with U.S.—840, 841
President—398, 400, 835, 942, 967, 972
Relations with U.S.—398, 835, 836, 840, 841

Space program
Aeronautics and Space Administration, Nation-

al—226, 965, 966
Astronaut physical fitness requirements—320
Hubble Space Telescope—966

Space program—Continued
International cooperation—319
Scientific research projects aboard the shut-

tle—320, 322
Shuttle—225, 226, 318, 966

Space Station, International—318, 319, 322
Spain

Former detainees at Guantanamo Bay—493
High-speed rail and mass transportation—495
King—944
President—444
Relations with U.S.—444, 944

Sports
2012 Olympic games—563
Baseball—76, 226, 653, 715, 716
Basketball—226, 306, 307, 392, 728, 860, 946, 947,

956, 973
Football—25, 31–33, 263, 533, 534, 698, 699, 704,

802, 942, 966
Golf—959
Hockey—973
NCAA championship teams—548, 550, 562, 630
Professional athletes, drug use—76
Soccer—392

Sri Lanka
Democracy and human rights issues—607
Humanitarian crisis—638
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam—638
Relations with U.S.—638
U.S. Ambassador—967

State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).
See Health and Human Service, Department of

State Legislatures, National Conference of—308
State, Department of

Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Is-
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Remarks to employees—565
Senior officials, meeting—564

Federal Emergency Management Agency, brief-
ing—735

Federal Government
Contracting policies—180
Procurement process—597

Financial regulators, meeting—843
Financial regulatory reform—843
Fiscal Responsibility Summit—133, 135
Ford’s Theatre, reopening—93
C–1



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009
Addresses and Remarks—Continued
Former President Abraham Lincoln, 200th birth-

day—94
France, town hall meeting and question-and-an-

swer session in Strasbourg—413
Fuel efficiency standards—672
Global influenza outbreak, town hall meet-

ing—623
Government spending and earmark reform—212
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White House—24, 38, 145, 173, 210, 246, 249,

262, 270, 314, 324, 473, 525, 529, 547, 600,
666, 724, 753, 814, 828, 885, 888, 923

Interviews
BBC World News—741
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