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rededicate this theatre. Thank you for those
who are serving this Nation. I’m very grateful
to all of you. Good night. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. 

Remarks at a Lincoln Bicentennial Celebration
February 12, 2009

Thank you. Thank you. Please be seated.
Thank you very much. Madam Speaker, Lead-
er Reid, Members of Congress, dear friends,
former colleagues, it is a great honor to be
here, a place where Lincoln served, was inau-
gurated, and where the Nation he saved bid
him a last farewell. As we mark the bicentenni-
al of our 16th President’s birth, I cannot claim
to know as much about his life and works as
many who are also speaking today, but I can
say that I feel a special gratitude to this singu-
lar figure who in so many ways made my own
story possible and in so many ways made
America’s story possible.

It is fitting that we are holding this celebra-
tion here at the Capitol, for the life of this
building is bound ever so closely to the times
of this immortal President. Built by artisans
and craftsmen, but also immigrants and slaves,
it was here, in the rotunda, that Union soldiers
received help from a makeshift hospital; it was
downstairs, in the basement, that they were
baked bread to give them strength; and it was
in the Senate and House chambers where they
slept at night and spent some of their days. 

What those soldiers saw when they looked
on this building was a very different sight than
the one we see today, for it remained unfin-
ished until the end of the war. The laborers
who built the dome came to work wondering
each day whether that would be their last,
whether the metal they were using for its
frame would be requisitioned for the war and
melted down into bullets. But each day went
by without any orders to halt construction, and
so they kept on working and kept on building. 

When President Lincoln was finally told of
all the metal being used here, his response was
short and clear: “That is as it should be.” The
American people needed to be reminded, he
believed, that even in a time of war, the work
would go on, the people’s business would con-
tinue; that even when the Nation itself was in

doubt, its future was being secured; and that
on that distant day, when the guns fell silent, a
national capitol would stand, with a statue of
Freedom at its peak, as a symbol of unity in a
land still mending its divisions. 

It is this sense of unity, this ability to plan
for a shared future, even at a moment where
our Nation was torn apart, that I reflect on to-
day. And while there are any number of mo-
ments that reveal that particular side of this
extraordinary man, Abraham Lincoln—that
particular aspect of his leadership—there’s
one that I’d like to share with you today.

In the war’s final weeks, aboard Grant’s
flagship, the River Queen, President Lincoln
was asked what was to be done with the rebel
armies once General Lee surrendered. With
victory at hand, Lincoln could have sought re-
venge. He could have forced the South to pay
a steep price for their rebellion. But despite all
the bloodshed and all the misery that each side
had exacted upon the other, and despite his
absolute certainty in the rightness of the cause
of ending slavery, no Confederate soldier was
to be punished, Lincoln ordered. They were to
be treated, as he put it, “liberally all round.”
What Lincoln wanted was for Confederate
troops to go back home and return to work on
their farms and in their shops. He was even
willing, he said, to “let them have their horses
to plow and . . . their guns to shoot crows
with.”

That was the only way, Lincoln knew, to re-
pair the rifts that had torn this country apart. It
was the only way to begin the healing that our
Nation so desperately needed. What Lincoln
never forgot, not even in the midst of civil war,
was that despite all that divides us—North and
South, black and white—we were, at heart,
one nation and one people, sharing a bond as
Americans that could bend but would not
break. 
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And so even as we meet here today, in a mo-
ment when we are far less divided than in Lin-
coln’s day, but when we are once again debating
the critical issues of our time—and debating
them sometimes fiercely—let us remember that
we are doing so as servants of the same flag, as
representatives of the same people, and as

stakeholders in a common future. That is the
most fitting tribute we can pay, the most lasting
monument we can build, to that most remark-
able of men, Abraham Lincoln. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. at the
U.S. Capitol. 

Remarks at a Caterpillar Plant in East Peoria, Illinois
February 12, 2009

Thank you, everybody. It’s good to be back
home. Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank
you. Please, everybody have a seat. Have a seat. 

Well, first of all, let me thank Dan Armstrong
for his wonderful introduction and participation
in this event. And we are going to be thinking
about you and your family each and every day in
the coming months. I want to thank Peoria’s
own Ray LaHood, who is doing outstanding
work as my Transportation Secretary. Ray
comes from a long line of Republicans I love,
starting with Bob Michel and—you know,
they’re just—I think there’s a common-sense,
Midwestern, can-do, bipartisan attitude that
Ray represents, and I am so pleased that he’s in
my Cabinet. 

Now, his successor, Congressman Schock,
where is he? He’s back here; he’s right
here—stand up, Aaron. This is a—Aaron’s still
trying to make up his mind about our recovery
package, so he has the chance to be in the mold
of Bob Michel and Ray LaHood. And so we
know that all of you are going to talk to him af-
ter our event, because he’s a very talented
young man. I’ve got great confidence in him to
do the right thing for the people of Peoria.

I also want to thank Jim Owens, who I’ve got-
ten to know and is one of the top CEOs that we
have in the country and he—[applause]. You
know, Jim is obviously confronted with some
tough choices, like every CEO is right now, but
what I’m absolutely confident in is he’s thinking
about the company’s long-term growth, and he
cares about his workers. He cares about the
long term and not just the short term, and I ap-
preciate him agreeing to serve as one of our
economic advisers during this process. And I
think this company is going to be in good hands

with him at the helm. So thank you very much,
Jim, for being a part of this event today. 

Well, you notice I’ve been traveling a little
bit. I had to come to Peoria. You have to see
how things are playing in Peoria. We come to-
gether today, as Jim said, at a difficult moment
for our country. 

You know what, I know I’m already in my
speech, but there’s one other thing I forgot to
do. There’s a guy here who I served with in the
state senate. He’s just a good buddy of mine; I
love him to death. Give George Shadid a big
round of applause. I just spotted him. [Ap-
plause] Stand up, George. I like his wife more,
but George is okay. [Laughter]

We come together today at a difficult mo-
ment for our country and for this great Ameri-
can company. In recent weeks, there’s been a
lot of talk in Washington about how to address
our economic crisis, with a lot of back and forth
about dollars and numbers. But here’s the
thing: When we say we’ve lost 3.6 million jobs
since this recession began—nearly 600,000 last
month alone—when we talk about the 22,000
layoffs announced here at Caterpillar, a compa-
ny that has sustained this community for more
than 80 years and that had one of its banner
years just last year, then you know this isn’t
about figures on a balance sheet; it’s about fam-
ilies that many of you probably know. It’s about
folks like Dan all across this State and all across
this country, folks who are losing their jobs and
their health care and their homes that were
their foothold on the American Dream.

And it’s about the ripple effects across this
community, from restaurants with fewer cus-
tomers because folks can’t afford to eat out any-
more, to shops that can’t sell their goods be-
cause people can’t afford to buy them, to the
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