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the creation of new businesses and entire new
industries, and that will lead to American jobs
that pay well and can’t be outsourced. I've of-
ten talked about the need to build a new foun-
dation for economic growth so that we don’t
return to the endless cycle of bubble and bust
that led us to this recession. Clean energy and
the jobs it creates will be absolutely critical to
this new foundation.

This legislation has also been carefully writ-
ten to address the concerns that many have ex-
pressed in the past. Instead of increasing the
deficit, it’s paid for by the polluters who cur-
rently emit dangerous carbon emissions. It
provides assistance to businesses and families
as they make the gradual transition to clean
energy technologies. It gives rural communi-
ties and farmers the opportunity to participate
in climate solutions and generate new income.
And above all, it will protect consumers from
the costs of this transition, so that in a decade,
the price to the average American will be just
about a postage stamp a day.

Because this legislation is so balanced and
sensible, it’s already attracted a remarkable co-
alition of consumer and environmental groups,
labor and business leaders, Democrats and
Republicans. And I want to thank every Mem-
ber of Congress who put politics aside to sup-
port this bill on Friday.

Now my call to every Senator, as well as to
every American, is this: We cannot be afraid of
the future, and we must not be prisoners of
the past. Don’t believe the misinformation out

there that suggests that there is somehow a
contradiction between investing in clean ener-
gy and economic growth. It’s just not true.

We've been talking about energy for de-
cades. But there’s no longer a disagreement
over whether our dependence on foreign oil is
endangering our security. It is. There’s no lon-
ger a debate about whether carbon pollution is
placing our planet in jeopardy. It’s happening.
And there’s no longer a question about wheth-
er the jobs and industries of the 21st century
will be centered around clean, renewable en-
ergy. The question is, which country will cre-
ate these jobs and these industries? I want that
answer to be the United States of America.
And I believe that the American people and
the men and women they sent to Congress
share that view.

So T want to congratulate the House for
passing this bill, and I want to urge the Senate
to take this opportunity to come together and
meet our obligations to our constituents, to
our children, to God’s creation, and to future
generations.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2 p.m. on June 26 in the Library at the
White House for broadcast on June 27. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 26 but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on June 27. In the
address, the President referred to H.R. 2454.

Statement on National HIV Testing Day

June 27, 2009

On this 14th commemoration of National
HIV Testing Day, I urge Americans to take
control of their own health and protect those
they love by getting tested for HIV and work-
ing to reduce HIV transmission.

One in five Americans currently living with
HIV—more than 230,000 people—do not
know they have the disease, and the majority
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of sexually transmitted infections are spread
by people who are unaware of their status. But
studies show that once people learn they are
infected, they take steps to reduce the risk of
transmitting HIV to others.

Despite advances in treatment, HIV re-
mains a major threat to the health of our Na-
tion. While its impacts are not evenly



spread—infection rates are particularly high
among gay and bisexual men, African Ameri-
cans, and Latinos—when one of our fellow citi-
zens becomes infected with HIV every 9% min-
utes, the epidemic affects all Americans.

That is why I have pledged to develop and
implement a comprehensive National HIV/
AIDS Strategy (NHAS) that will focus on re-
ducing HIV incidence, increasing access to
care, and reducing HIV-related health dispari-
ties. The National HIV/AIDS Strategy will also
increase awareness and promote greater invest-
ment in preventing and treating HIV/AIDS in
the U.S., and it will include measurable goals,
timelines, and accountability mechanisms, rely
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on sound science, and build on programs and
practices that work.

But Government can only do so much. Each
of us must take responsibility for reducing our
risk of acquiring or transmitting HIV and for
supporting affected individuals and communi-
ties. This means getting tested for HIV and
working to end the stigma and discrimination
people living with HIV face. It means embrac-
ing all of our neighbors, gay and straight. And it
means responding with compassion to people
dealing with addictions and others issues that
place them at increased risk for HIV infection.
Working together, I am confident that we can
stop the spread of HIV and ensure that those
affected get the care and support they need.

Statement on the Situation in Honduras

June 28, 2009

I am deeply concerned by reports coming
out of Honduras regarding the detention and
expulsion of President Mel Zelaya. As the Orga-
nization of American States did on Friday, I call
on all political and social actors in Honduras to

Remarks on Energy
June 29, 2009

Good afternoon, everybody. Since taking
the—excuse me—since taking office, my ad-
ministration’s mounted a sustained response to
a historic economic crisis. But even as we take
decisive action to repair the damage to our
economy, we're also working to build a new
foundation for sustained and lasting economic
growth.

And we know this won’t be easy, but this is a
moment where we've been called upon to cast
off the old ways of doing business and act boldly
to reclaim America’s future. Nowhere is this
more important than in building a new, clean
energy economy, ending our dependence on
foreign oil, and limiting the dangerous pollut-
ants that threaten our health and the health of
our planet.

And that’s precisely what we’ve begun to do.
Thanks to broad coalitions ranging from busi-
ness to labor, investors to entrepreneurs, Dem-

respect democratic norms, the rule of law, and
the tenets of the Inter-American Democratic
Charter. Any existing tensions and disputes
must be resolved peacefully through dialog free
from any outside interference.

ocrats and Republicans, from coal States and
coastal States, and all who are willing to take on
this challenge, we’ve come together to achieve
more in the past few months to create a new,
clean energy economy than we have in decades.

We began with historic investments in the
Recovery Act and the Federal budget that will
help create hundreds of thousands of jobs doing
the work of doubling our country’s supply of re-
newable energy. We're talking about jobs build-
ing wind turbines and solar panels, jobs devel-
oping next-generation solutions for next-gener-
ation cars, jobs upgrading our outdated power
grid so it can carry clean, renewable energy
from the far-flung areas that harness it to the
big cities that use it.

Thanks to a remarkable partnership between
automakers, autoworkers, environmental advo-
cates, and States, we created incentives for
companies to develop cleaner, more efficient
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