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The best bet, the safe bet, was that after three
decades of failure, we couldn’t muster the polit-
ical will to tackle the energy challenge despite
the necessity and urgency of action. But al-
though Washington may not see it yet, there is a
spirit of change that’s taken hold across this
country. As has happened at every critical junc-
ture in our history, the American people are de-
manding that we abandon the failed policies
and politics of the past; we no longer accept in-
action; that we face up to the challenges of our
time. And today the House has done exactly
that.

I want to thank Speaker Pelosi for what was a
prodigious effort on behalf of this measure. I al-
so want to thank and recognize the chairs of the
committees that worked so hard on this bill:
Henry Waxman, Collin Peterson, Charlie Ran-
gel. T want to acknowledge John Dingell, Ed
Markey, Rick Boucher, and Mike Doyle, as well
as many others who worked long and hard to
get to this day. They spent months carefully
crafting a plan that’s sensitive to vulnerable
communities and industries, and that ushers in
a critical transition to a clean energy economy
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Yesterday the House of Representatives
passed a historic piece of legislation that will
open the door to a clean energy economy and a
better future for America.

For more than three decades, we've talked
about our dependence on foreign oil. And for
more than three decades, we have seen that de-
pendence grow. We've seen our reliance on fos-
sil fuels jeopardize our national security. We've
seen it pollute the air we breathe and endanger
our planet. And most of all, we've seen other
countries realize a critical truth: The nation that
leads in the creation of a clean energy economy
will be the nation that leads the 21st century
global economy. Now is the time for the United
States of America to realize this too. Now is the
time for us to lead.

The energy bill that passed the House will fi-
nally create a set of incentives that will spark a
clean energy transformation in our economy. It
will spur the development of low carbon sourc-
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without untenable new burdens on the Ameri-
can people.

By creating a system of clean energy incen-
tives, this bill complements our earlier actions
to raise automobile fuel efficiency standards, to
double our capacity to generate electricity from
sources like wind and sun, and to make signifi-
cant new investments in the research and devel-
opment of homegrown, renewable sources of
energy.

So T look forward to continuing this work
with the Senate so that Congress can send me a
bill that T can sign into law, and so that we can
say, at long last, that this was the moment when
we decided to confront America’s energy chal-
lenge and reclaim America’s future. That's what
this vote was about. It was a victory of the fu-
ture over the past. And that's what America is
all about.

Thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to H.R.
2454,

es of energy, everything from wind, solar, and
geothermal power to safer nuclear energy and
cleaner coal. It will spur new energy savings,
like the efficient windows and other materials
that reduce heating costs in the winter and cool-
ing costs in the summer. And most importantly,
it will make possible the creation of millions of
new jobs.

Make no mistake: This is a jobs bill. We’re al-
ready seeing why this is true in the clean energy
investments we're making through the Recov-
ery Act. In California, 3000 people will be em-
ployed to build a new solar plant that in turn
will create 1000 permanent jobs. In Michigan,
investment in wind turbines and wind technolo-
gy is expected to create over 2,600 jobs. In Flor-
ida, three new solar projects are expected to
employ 1400 people.

The list goes on and on, but the point is this:
This legislation will finally make clean energy
the profitable kind of energy. That will lead to
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the creation of new businesses and entire new
industries, and that will lead to American jobs
that pay well and can’t be outsourced. I've of-
ten talked about the need to build a new foun-
dation for economic growth so that we don’t
return to the endless cycle of bubble and bust
that led us to this recession. Clean energy and
the jobs it creates will be absolutely critical to
this new foundation.

This legislation has also been carefully writ-
ten to address the concerns that many have ex-
pressed in the past. Instead of increasing the
deficit, it’s paid for by the polluters who cur-
rently emit dangerous carbon emissions. It
provides assistance to businesses and families
as they make the gradual transition to clean
energy technologies. It gives rural communi-
ties and farmers the opportunity to participate
in climate solutions and generate new income.
And above all, it will protect consumers from
the costs of this transition, so that in a decade,
the price to the average American will be just
about a postage stamp a day.

Because this legislation is so balanced and
sensible, it’s already attracted a remarkable co-
alition of consumer and environmental groups,
labor and business leaders, Democrats and
Republicans. And I want to thank every Mem-
ber of Congress who put politics aside to sup-
port this bill on Friday.

Now my call to every Senator, as well as to
every American, is this: We cannot be afraid of
the future, and we must not be prisoners of
the past. Don’t believe the misinformation out

there that suggests that there is somehow a
contradiction between investing in clean ener-
gy and economic growth. It’s just not true.

We've been talking about energy for de-
cades. But there’s no longer a disagreement
over whether our dependence on foreign oil is
endangering our security. It is. There’s no lon-
ger a debate about whether carbon pollution is
placing our planet in jeopardy. It’s happening.
And there’s no longer a question about wheth-
er the jobs and industries of the 21st century
will be centered around clean, renewable en-
ergy. The question is, which country will cre-
ate these jobs and these industries? I want that
answer to be the United States of America.
And I believe that the American people and
the men and women they sent to Congress
share that view.

So T want to congratulate the House for
passing this bill, and I want to urge the Senate
to take this opportunity to come together and
meet our obligations to our constituents, to
our children, to God’s creation, and to future
generations.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2 p.m. on June 26 in the Library at the
White House for broadcast on June 27. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 26 but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on June 27. In the
address, the President referred to H.R. 2454.

Statement on National HIV Testing Day

June 27, 2009

On this 14th commemoration of National
HIV Testing Day, I urge Americans to take
control of their own health and protect those
they love by getting tested for HIV and work-
ing to reduce HIV transmission.

One in five Americans currently living with
HIV—more than 230,000 people—do not
know they have the disease, and the majority
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of sexually transmitted infections are spread
by people who are unaware of their status. But
studies show that once people learn they are
infected, they take steps to reduce the risk of
transmitting HIV to others.

Despite advances in treatment, HIV re-
mains a major threat to the health of our Na-
tion. While its impacts are not evenly
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