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Janet A. Napolitano. A reporter referred to
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy.
Chancellor Merkel and some reporters spoke

in German, and their remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Statement on United Nations International Day in Support of Torture
Victims
June 26, 2009

Twenty-five years ago, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Convention
Against Torture, and 22 years ago this very
day, the convention entered into force. The
United States leading role in the negotiation of
the convention and its subsequent ratification
and implementation enjoyed strong bipartisan
support. Today we join the international com-
munity in reaffirming unequivocally the prin-
ciples behind that convention, including the
core principle that torture is never justified.

Torture violates United States and interna-
tional law as well as human dignity. Torture is
contrary to the founding documents of our
country and the fundamental values of our
people. It diminishes the security of those who
carry it out and surrenders the moral authority
that must form the basis for just leadership.
That is why the United States must never en-
gage in torture and must stand against torture
wherever it takes place.

My administration is committed to taking
concrete actions against torture and to address
the needs of its victims. On my third day in of-
fice, I issued an Executive order that prohibits
torture by the United States. My budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2010 includes continued
support for international and domestic groups
working to rehabilitate torture victims.

The United States will continue to cooper-
ate with governments and civil society organi-
zations throughout the international commu-
nity in the fight to end torture. To this end, I
have requested today that the Department of
State solicit information from all of our diplo-
matic missions around the world about effec-
tive policies and programs for stopping torture
and assisting its victims, so that we and our civ-
il society partners can learn from what others
have done. I applaud the courage, compassion,
and commitment of the many people and or-
ganizations doing this vitally important work.

Remarks on Energy Legislation
June 26, 2009

Today the House of Representatives took
historic action with the passage of the Ameri-
can Clean Energy and Security Act. It’s a bold
and necessary step that holds the promise of
creating new industries and millions of new
jobs, decreasing our dangerous dependence
on foreign oil, and strictly limiting the release
of pollutants that threaten the health of fami-
lies and communities and the planet itself.
Now it’s up to the Senate to take the next step.
And I’m confident that in the coming weeks
and months the Senate will demonstrate the
same commitment to addressing what is a tre-
mendous challenge and an extraordinary op-
portunity. 

As always happens when we debate issues of
this magnitude, we see lines of demarcation.
There are those who argue that the status quo
is acceptable, those who would have us contin-
ue our dependence on foreign oil and our reli-
ance on fossil fuels despite the risks to our se-
curity, our economy, and the planet. But the
American people know that the nation that
leads in building a 21st century clean energy
economy is the nation that will lead in creating
a 21st century global economy. I want America
to be that nation. And with this vote, the
House has put America on the path to being
that nation. 

The fact is, just weeks ago, few in Washing-
ton believed that this day would come to pass.
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The best bet, the safe bet, was that after three
decades of failure, we couldn’t muster the polit-
ical will to tackle the energy challenge despite
the necessity and urgency of action. But al-
though Washington may not see it yet, there is a
spirit of change that’s taken hold across this
country. As has happened at every critical junc-
ture in our history, the American people are de-
manding that we abandon the failed policies
and politics of the past; we no longer accept in-
action; that we face up to the challenges of our
time. And today the House has done exactly
that. 

I want to thank Speaker Pelosi for what was a
prodigious effort on behalf of this measure. I al-
so want to thank and recognize the chairs of the
committees that worked so hard on this bill:
Henry Waxman, Collin Peterson, Charlie Ran-
gel. I want to acknowledge John Dingell, Ed
Markey, Rick Boucher, and Mike Doyle, as well
as many others who worked long and hard to
get to this day. They spent months carefully
crafting a plan that’s sensitive to vulnerable
communities and industries, and that ushers in
a critical transition to a clean energy economy

without untenable new burdens on the Ameri-
can people.

By creating a system of clean energy incen-
tives, this bill complements our earlier actions
to raise automobile fuel efficiency standards, to
double our capacity to generate electricity from
sources like wind and sun, and to make signifi-
cant new investments in the research and devel-
opment of homegrown, renewable sources of
energy.

So I look forward to continuing this work
with the Senate so that Congress can send me a
bill that I can sign into law, and so that we can
say, at long last, that this was the moment when
we decided to confront America’s energy chal-
lenge and reclaim America’s future. That’s what
this vote was about. It was a victory of the fu-
ture over the past. And that’s what America is
all about.

Thanks, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to H.R.
2454.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 27, 2009

Yesterday the House of Representatives
passed a historic piece of legislation that will
open the door to a clean energy economy and a
better future for America. 

For more than three decades, we’ve talked
about our dependence on foreign oil. And for
more than three decades, we have seen that de-
pendence grow. We’ve seen our reliance on fos-
sil fuels jeopardize our national security. We’ve
seen it pollute the air we breathe and endanger
our planet. And most of all, we’ve seen other
countries realize a critical truth: The nation that
leads in the creation of a clean energy economy
will be the nation that leads the 21st century
global economy. Now is the time for the United
States of America to realize this too. Now is the
time for us to lead. 

The energy bill that passed the House will fi-
nally create a set of incentives that will spark a
clean energy transformation in our economy. It
will spur the development of low carbon sourc-

es of energy, everything from wind, solar, and
geothermal power to safer nuclear energy and
cleaner coal. It will spur new energy savings,
like the efficient windows and other materials
that reduce heating costs in the winter and cool-
ing costs in the summer. And most importantly,
it will make possible the creation of millions of
new jobs. 

Make no mistake: This is a jobs bill. We’re al-
ready seeing why this is true in the clean energy
investments we’re making through the Recov-
ery Act. In California, 3000 people will be em-
ployed to build a new solar plant that in turn
will create 1000 permanent jobs. In Michigan,
investment in wind turbines and wind technolo-
gy is expected to create over 2,600 jobs. In Flor-
ida, three new solar projects are expected to
employ 1400 people. 

The list goes on and on, but the point is this:
This legislation will finally make clean energy
the profitable kind of energy. That will lead to
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