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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation Created by the Accumulation of
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the Territory of the Russian Federation
June 18, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-
ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the emergency declared in
Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000, with
respect to the risk of nuclear proliferation cre-
ated by the accumulation of a large volume of
weapons-usable fissile material in the territory
of the Russian Federation, is to continue be-
yond June 21, 2009. 

It remains a major national security goal of
the United States to ensure that fissile materi-
al removed from Russian nuclear weapons
pursuant to various arms control and disarma-
ment agreements is dedicated to peaceful us-
es, subject to transparency measures, and pro-

tected from diversion to activities of prolifera-
tion concern. The accumulation of a large vol-
ume of weapons-usable fissile material in the
territory of the Russian Federation continues
to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared with respect to the
risk of nuclear proliferation created by the ac-
cumulation of a large volume of weapons-us-
able fissile material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation and maintain in force these
emergency authorities to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 18, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 19. The no-
tice of June 18 is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks at a Fundraiser Event for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
June 18, 2009

Thank you. Well, it is nice to be among
friends. I want to thank Bob Menendez, the
DSCC chair. I want to thank Chris Van Hol-
len, the “D-trip” chair, my great leaders in
Congress, Harry Reid and Madam Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, for their outstanding leadership.
To all my colleagues and former colleagues
who I see gathered around, thank you so much
for your outstanding work. And also, please
give a big round of applause to Diana Krall for
the wonderful entertainment. 

It’s a pleasure to be here, on behalf of the
men and women in Congress who have
worked tirelessly—and I mean tirelessly—over

the last 5 months to put this Nation on a road
back to prosperity. I want to especially thank
the two leaders, two Americans who have, day
in, day out, just been steering this ship, and
without their leadership in Congress, we
would just not get things done, Nancy and
Harry. Every single day they are displaying the
skill and tenacity and the fierce urgency of the
challenges we face. So please give them anoth-
er round of applause. 

Chris Van Hollen and Bob Menendez,
they’ve got a thankless job, which is to recruit
and fundraise and organize so we can expand
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