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arrangement. We want to institute those re-
forms that will ensure that in 18 months’ time
the people of Zimbabwe are given an opportu-
nity to elect their own Government.

Yes, there have been a lot of progress, or
progress made by the transitional Govern-
ment, but there are also problems. It is the
problems of implementation, and I do recog-
nize that even by the standard of our own
benchmarks, there are gaps that still exist and
that we will strive. And I want to show my—to
express my commitment that we will strive to
implement those benchmarks, not because
they are for the international community, but
because for ourselves it gives people of Zimba-
bwe freedom and opportunity to grow.

I want to say, lastly—I want to thank you for
that demonstrable leadership in assisting the
people of Zimbabwe, and I want to take the
opportunity to thank the humanitarian support
that the West—we have experienced over the
years and the continued expression of support.
And of course, we continue to engage in en-
suring that that support consolidates the pro-
cess towards democratic change rather than
strengthens a reverse in defense of the status
quo.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.

President Obama. Thank you so much.
Thank you, everybody. Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:04 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on World Day Against Child Labor

June 12, 2009

Even in this modern era, children around
the world are forced to work in deplorable and
often dangerous conditions at a time in their
lives when they should be in classrooms and
playgrounds. Global child labor perpetuates a
cycle of poverty that prevents families and na-
tions from reaching their full potential. That’s
why, earlier this week, Secretary of Labor Hil-
da Solis reaffirmed my administration’s com-
mitment to this issue by announcing $60 mil-

lion to fight child labor.

I also find it fitting that this year’s World
Day Against Child Labor focuses on drawing
attention to the particular plight young girls
face. Of the 218 million child laborers world-
wide, 100 million are girls, more than half of
whom are exposed to hazardous work. That’s
unacceptable, and this world cannot allow it.
We must stand united in opposition to child la-
bor and recommit ourselves to ending this
practice in all its forms, today and every day.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government
of Belarus and Other Persons That Undermine Democratic Processes or

Institutions in Belarus
June 12, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergency
unless, prior to the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in the
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Federal Register and transmits to the Congress
a notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national
emergency and related measures blocking the
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