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made in Cairo, we tried to send a clear message
that we think there is the possibility of change.
And ultimately, the election is for the Iranians
to decide. But just as has been true in Lebanon,
what can be true in Iran, as well, is that you’re
seeing people looking at new possibilities. And
whoever ends up winning the election in Iran,
the fact that there’s been a robust debate, hope-

fully, will help advance our ability to engage
them in new ways.

All right? Thank you, guys. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs Philip M. Schiliro. The
President also referred to H.R. 1256.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai of
Zimbabwe
June 12, 2009

President Obama. Well, I want to welcome
Prime Minister Tsvangirai to the Oval Office.
He and his delegation have been meeting with
my team throughout the day. I, obviously, have
extraordinary admiration for the courage and
the tenacity that the Prime Minister has shown
in navigating through some very difficult politi-
cal times in Zimbabwe.

There was a time when Zimbabwe was the
bread basket of Africa and continues to have
enormous potential. It has gone through a very
dark and difficult period politically. The Presi-
dent—President Mugabe, I think I’ve made my
views clear, has not acted oftentimes in the best
interest of the Zimbabwean people and has
been resistant to the kinds of democratic chang-
es that need to take place.

We now have a power-sharing agreement
that shows promise, and we want to do every-
thing we can to encourage the kinds of im-
provement not only on human rights and rule of
law, freedom of the press, and democracy that
is so necessary, but also on the economic front.
The people of Zimbabwe need very concrete
things: schools that are reopened; a health care
delivery system that can deal with issues like
cholera or HIV/AIDS; an agricultural system
that is able to feed its people. And on all these
fronts, I think the Prime Minister is committed
to significant concrete improvement in the day-
to-day lives of the people of Zimbabwe.

I congratulate him; they’ve been able to
bring inflation under control after hyperinfla-
tion that was really tearing at the fabric of the
economy. We’re starting to see, slowly, some
improvements in capacity—industrial capacity

there. So overall, in a very difficult circum-
stance, we’ve seen progress from the Prime
Minister.

We are grateful to him. We want to encour-
age him to continue to make progress. The
United States is a friend to the people of Zim-
babwe. I’ve committed $73 million in assistance
to Zimbabwe. It will not be going through the
Government directly because we continue to be
concerned about consolidating democracy, hu-
man rights, and rule of law, but it will be going
directly to the people in Zimbabwe, and I think
can be of assistance to the Prime Minister in his
efforts. He’s going to continue to provide us
with direction in ways that he thinks we can be
helpful. And I’m grateful to him for his leader-
ship, for his courage, and I’m looking forward to
being a partner with him in the years to come.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Tsvangirai. Thank you.

Thank you very much, Mr. President. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for re-
ceiving us. I’m sure that—I want to take the op-
portunity of congratulating you, although belat-
edly, for being elected the President. And I
think it’s a profound experience for some of us
who are committed to change, and hopefully
that—the Prime Minister, who is committed to
change, and the President, who is committed to
change, find common convergence in position.

I’ve been explaining to the President that
Zimbabwe is coming out of a political conflict
and economic collapse or decay, and that the
new political dispensation we have crafted is an
attempt to arrest this decay. But also mindful of
the fact that it is a journey; this is a transitional
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arrangement. We want to institute those re-
forms that will ensure that in 18 months’ time
the people of Zimbabwe are given an opportu-
nity to elect their own Government.

Yes, there have been a lot of progress, or
progress made by the transitional Govern-
ment, but there are also problems. It is the
problems of implementation, and I do recog-
nize that even by the standard of our own
benchmarks, there are gaps that still exist and
that we will strive. And I want to show my—to
express my commitment that we will strive to
implement those benchmarks, not because
they are for the international community, but
because for ourselves it gives people of Zimba-
bwe freedom and opportunity to grow.

I want to say, lastly—I want to thank you for
that demonstrable leadership in assisting the
people of Zimbabwe, and I want to take the
opportunity to thank the humanitarian support
that the West—we have experienced over the
years and the continued expression of support.
And of course, we continue to engage in en-
suring that that support consolidates the pro-
cess towards democratic change rather than
strengthens a reverse in defense of the status
quo.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
President Obama. Thank you so much.

Thank you, everybody. Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:04 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on World Day Against Child Labor
June 12, 2009

Even in this modern era, children around
the world are forced to work in deplorable and
often dangerous conditions at a time in their
lives when they should be in classrooms and
playgrounds. Global child labor perpetuates a
cycle of poverty that prevents families and na-
tions from reaching their full potential. That’s
why, earlier this week, Secretary of Labor Hil-
da Solis reaffirmed my administration’s com-
mitment to this issue by announcing $60 mil-
lion to fight child labor.

I also find it fitting that this year’s World
Day Against Child Labor focuses on drawing
attention to the particular plight young girls
face. Of the 218 million child laborers world-
wide, 100 million are girls, more than half of
whom are exposed to hazardous work. That’s
unacceptable, and this world cannot allow it.
We must stand united in opposition to child la-
bor and recommit ourselves to ending this
practice in all its forms, today and every day.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Government
of Belarus and Other Persons That Undermine Democratic Processes or
Institutions in Belarus
June 12, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergency
unless, prior to the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in the

Federal Register and transmits to the Congress
a notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national
emergency and related measures blocking the
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