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are able to pay their bills, feel some job securi-
ty, make their mortgage payments; the small-
business owner there is starting to see custom-
ers coming back in, they can make payroll,
they can even think about hiring a little bit
more and expanding. That’s the measure, how
ordinary families are helping to rebuild Ameri-
ca once more.

We’ve got a long way to go, but I feel like
we’ve made great progress. I’m grateful to
you, Joe, for your leadership. I want to thank
all of you for the good work you’re doing. And

now we’re going to get into the nitty-gritty of
how we’re going to make this happen.

Press, thank you. You’re getting kicked out
now.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Vice President Joe
Biden; and Secretary of Health and Human
Services Kathleen Sebelius. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Vice President Biden.

Statement on the Election in Lebanon
June 8, 2009

I congratulate the people of Lebanon for
holding a peaceful election yesterday. The
high turnout and the candidates—too many of
whom know personally the violence that has
marred Lebanon—are the strongest indica-
tions yet of the Lebanese desire for security
and prosperity. Once more, the people of Leb-
anon have demonstrated to the world their
courage and the strength of their commitment
to democracy. 

The United States will continue to support a
sovereign and independent Lebanon, commit-
ted to peace, including the full implementa-
tion of all United Nations Security Council
resolutions. It is our sincere hope that the next

government will continue along the path to-
wards building a sovereign, independent, and
stable Lebanon. 

Government of the people and by the peo-
ple sets a single standard for all who hold pow-
er: you must maintain your power through
consent, not coercion; you must respect the
rights of minorities and participate with a spir-
it of tolerance and compromise; you must
place the interests of your people and the le-
gitimate workings of the political process
above your party. Commitment to these prin-
ciples of peace and moderation are the best
means to secure a sovereign and prosperous
Lebanon.

Statement on the Death of President Omar Bongo of Gabon
June 8, 2009

I am saddened to learn of the death of Pres-
ident El Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba of Ga-
bon. President Bongo played a key role in de-
veloping and shaping the strong bilateral rela-
tionship that exists between Gabon and the
United States today. President Bongo consis-
tently emphasized the importance of seeking
compromise and striving for peace and made

protecting Gabon’s natural treasures a priority.
His work in conservation in his country and his
commitment to conflict resolution across the
continent are an important part of his legacy
and will be remembered with respect.

On behalf of the United States Govern-
ment, I offer my condolences to his family and
to the people of Gabon.
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