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visiting this cemetery for one last time, he
passed away in his sleep. Jim was gravely ill
when he left his home, and he knew that he
might not return. But just as he did 65 years
ago, he came anyway. May he now rest in
peace with the boys he once bled with, and
may his family always find solace in the
heroism he showed here.

In the end, Jim Norene came back to Nor-
mandy for the same reason we all come back.
He came for the reason articulated by Howard
Huebner, another former paratrooper who is
here with us today. When asked why he made
the trip, Howard said, “It’s important that we
tell our stories. It doesn’t have to be something
big . . . just a little story about what happened
so people don’t forget”—so people don’t for-
get.

Friends and veterans, we cannot forget.
What we must not forget is that D-Day was a
time and a place where the bravery and self-
lessness of a few was able to change the course
of an entire century. At an hour of maximum
danger, amid the bleakest of circumstances,
men who thought themselves ordinary found
within themselves the ability to do something
extraordinary. They fought for their moms and
sweethearts back home, for the fellow warriors
they came to know as brothers. And they
fought out of a simple sense of duty, a duty
sustained by the same ideals for which their

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
June 8, 2009

Well, thank you, Joe, and thanks to all of
you Cabinet, sub-Cabinet agencies that have
been involved in this process. Your leadership,
Joe, has been critical on this. I'm grateful to
you and your team for helping to coordinate
between all the agencies, because there are a
lot of moving parts to this whole process.

On Friday, we learned that we had lost an
additional 345,000 jobs in the month of May.
Now, that was far less than was expected, but
it’s still too many. That means that there are
families who are still losing not only their jobs,
but maybe losing their homes, finding them-
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countrymen had once fought and bled for over
two centuries.

That is the story of Normandy, but also the
story of America, of the Minutemen who gath-
ered on a green in Lexington, of the Union
boys from Maine who repelled a charge at
Gettysburg, of the men who gave their last full
measure of devotion at Inchon and Khe Sanh,
of all the young men and women whose valor
and goodness still carry forward this legacy of
service and sacrifice. It’s a story that has never
come easy, but one that always gives us hope.
For as we face down the hardships and strug-
gles of our time and arrive at that hour for
which we were born, we cannot help but draw
strength from those moments in history when
the best among us were somehow able to swal-
low their fears and secure a beachhead on an
unforgiving shore.

To those men who achieved that victory 65
years ago, we thank you for your service. May
God bless you, and may God bless the memory
of all those who rest here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:53 p.m. at the
Normandy American Cemetery and Memori-
al. In his remarks, he referred to President
Nicolas Sarkozy of France; Prime Minister
Gordon Brown and Prince Charles of the
United Kingdom; Prime Minister Stephen
Harper of Canada; and Susan Eisenhower,
granddaughter of former President Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

selves under extraordinary financial straits.
And it’s a reminder that we're still in the mid-
dle of a very deep recession that was years in
the making, and it’s going to take a consider-
able amount of time for us to pull out of.

Having said that, this was the fewest num-
ber of jobs that we have lost in about 8
months, so it was about half of the number lost
of just a few months ago, and it’s a sign that
we’re moving in the right direction. The key is
for us to build on the modest progress that has
been made in the months to come.



When we arrived here, we were confronting
the most significant recession since the Great
Depression. It was bad, and it was getting
worse. Had we done nothing, I think it’s fair to
say that most economists believed we could
have really gone into a tailspin. We decided to
move swiftly and boldly, and I signed a Recov-
ery Act into law just over a hundred days ago,
and we’ve done more than ever, faster than ev-
er, more responsibly than ever, to get the gears
of the economy moving again. We've created
and saved, as you said, Joe, at least 150,000 jobs,
jobs of teachers and nurses and firefighters and
police officers. People who had been laid off are
not being laid off. Folks who might have seen
that plant close, as you pointed out, in my
hometown, suddenly they started seeing orders
coming back in, and that meant that they were
retained.

We offered immediate relief to 95 percent of
working families through our tax cut. We
helped struggling State governments safeguard
critical safety-net programs and, in some cases,
made them work better. So, Kathleen, as you
know, a lot of people, they lose their jobs, they
lose their health care. Because of the Recovery
Act, if even when they lost their jobs, many of
them were actually able to use the COBRA pro-
gram that was cost-prohibitive previously. So
we’ve got some good news to report. I've been
receiving the weekly reports from all of you,
and I thank you and your teams for your dedica-
tion in moving this forward.

Having said that, I'm not satisfied. We've got
more work to do. The biggest concern that I
have moving forward is that the toll that job
losses take on individual families and communi-
ties can be self-reinforcing. People lose jobs;
they pull back on spending. That means busi-
nesses don’t have customers, and suddenly you
start seeing more job layoffs. Our whole task
here with the Recovery Act is to reverse that
negative cycle into a positive cycle, and it’s go-
ing to take some work.

So I'm pleased to know that having put the
infrastructure in place, having gotten your
teams up and running, many of the criteria by
which money is going out in a responsible way
that protects taxpayers having been created,
now we're in a position to really accelerate.
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And so the goal here is that we’re going to
create or save 600,000 jobs over the next 100
days. Joe highlighted some of the specific com-
mitments that we’re making to keep the recov-
ery moving forward: keeping teachers in the
classroom, cops on the streets, providing sum-
mer jobs for youth that are particularly hard-hit
in this job market, breaking ground on hun-
dreds of new projects all across the country in
clean energy and transportation, and so on.

And we’re going to do it—continuing to op-
erate in a transparent fashion so that taxpayers
know this money is not being wasted on a
bunch of boondoggles. And I think that some-
times good news comes in what you don’t hear
about, and you haven’t heard a bunch of scan-
dals—knock on wood—([laughter]—so far.

That doesn’t mean that this thing is going to
be flawless, but I think it is fair to say that given
the speed with which we’ve acted, all of you can
be proud that many of the safeguards and trans-
parency measures that have taken place so far
seem to have worked. We've got to keep that up
because at a time when everybody is tightening
their belts, the last thing the American people
want to see is that any of this money is being
wasted.

Now, I know that there are some who, de-
spite all evidence to the contrary, still don’t be-
lieve in the necessity and promise of this Recov-
ery Act, and T would suggest to them that they
talk to the companies who, because of this plan,
scrapped the idea of laying off employees and,
in fact, decided to hire employees. Tell that to
the Americans who receive that unexpected call
saying come back to work. Tell it to the Ameri-
cans poised to benefit from critical investments
that this plan makes in our long-term growth
and prosperity.

In the end, that’s the only measure of prog-
ress, is whether or not the American people are
seeing some progress in their own lives. And so
although we’ve seen some stabilizing in the fi-
nancial markets, and credit spreads have gone
down, and we're seeing a reduction in the fear
that gripped the market just a few months
ago—stock market is up a little bit, all that stuff
is not our ultimate goal. Our ultimate goal is
making sure that the average family out
there—mom working, dad working—that they
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are able to pay their bills, feel some job securi-
ty, make their mortgage payments; the small-
business owner there is starting to see custom-
ers coming back in, they can make payroll,
they can even think about hiring a little bit
more and expanding. That’s the measure, how
ordinary families are helping to rebuild Ameri-
ca once more.

We've got a long way to go, but I feel like
we've made great progress. I'm grateful to
you, Joe, for your leadership. I want to thank
all of you for the good work you're doing. And

Statement on the Election in Lebanon
June 8, 2009

I congratulate the people of Lebanon for
holding a peaceful election yesterday. The
high turnout and the candidates—too many of
whom know personally the violence that has
marred Lebanon—are the strongest indica-
tions yet of the Lebanese desire for security
and prosperity. Once more, the people of Leb-
anon have demonstrated to the world their
courage and the strength of their commitment
to democracy.

The United States will continue to support a
sovereign and independent Lebanon, commit-
ted to peace, including the full implementa-
tion of all United Nations Security Council
resolutions. It is our sincere hope that the next

now we're going to get into the nitty-gritty of
how we’re going to make this happen.

Press, thank you. You're getting kicked out
Now.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Vice President Joe
Biden; and Secretary of Health and Human
Services Kathleen Sebelius. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Vice President Biden.

government will continue along the path to-
wards building a sovereign, independent, and
stable Lebanon.

Government of the people and by the peo-
ple sets a single standard for all who hold pow-
er: you must maintain your power through
consent, not coercion; you must respect the
rights of minorities and participate with a spir-
it of tolerance and compromise; you must
place the interests of your people and the le-
gitimate workings of the political process
above your party. Commitment to these prin-
ciples of peace and moderation are the best
means to secure a sovereign and prosperous
Lebanon.

Statement on the Death of President Omar Bongo of Gabon

June 8, 2009

I am saddened to learn of the death of Pres-
ident El Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba of Ga-
bon. President Bongo played a key role in de-
veloping and shaping the strong bilateral rela-
tionship that exists between Gabon and the
United States today. President Bongo consis-
tently emphasized the importance of seeking
compromise and striving for peace and made
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protecting Gabon’s natural treasures a priority.
His work in conservation in his country and his
commitment to conflict resolution across the
continent are an important part of his legacy
and will be remembered with respect.

On behalf of the United States Govern-
ment, I offer my condolences to his family and
to the people of Gabon.
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