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Sarkozy’s lifetime. But if we start moving on
that pathway and other countries can look and
say, “The United States is not just talking the
talk, but it’s walking the walk,” then I think
that will indicate to the Iranians, for example,
that the goal here is not to single them out per
se; it’s to suggest that this is dangerous for
everybody, including them. Their security
interests will not be served by possession of a
nuclear weapon.

The last point I'd make on Iran, the Su-
preme Leader has said, “We don’t want nucle-
ar weapons; that’s not what we're pursuing.”
I'm happy to hope that that’s true, but in inter-
national relations, I can’t just base things on
hope, especially when you see actions to the
contrary.

My—one of my famous predecessors, Ron-
ald Reagan, I think, said it pretty well when he
said, “Trust, but verify.” And we’re not even to
the point yet where we’re having those conver-
sations with the Iranians. But ultimately, if in
fact Iran does not seek nuclear weapons, then
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Over the past few days, I've been traveling
through the Middle East and Europe working
to renew our alliances, enhance our common
security, and propose a new partnership be-
tween the United States and the Muslim
world.

But even as I'm abroad, I'm firmly focused
on the other pressing challenges we face, in-
cluding the urgent need to reform our health
care system. Even as we speak, Congress is
preparing to introduce and debate health re-
form legislation that is the product of many
months of effort and deliberation. And if
you're like any of the Americans I've met
across this country, who know all too well that
the soaring costs of health care make our cur-
rent course unsustainable, I imagine you'll be
watching their progress closely.

I'm talking about the families I've met
whose spiraling premiums and out-of-pocket
expenses are pushing them into bankruptcy or
forcing them to go without the check-ups or
prescriptions they need; business owners who
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it shouldn’t be that hard for us to have a series
of negotiations in which the international com-
munity feels that confidence and in which Iran
then is able to enjoy a whole host of economic
and political benefits and gains much greater
legitimacy in all of its other endeavors.

President Sarkozy. Okay. Merci. Thank you.

Q. [Inaudible]

President Obama. You already got a whole
interview. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:06 p.m. at the Prefecture. In his remarks,
the President referred to former Guantanamo
detainee Lakhdar Boumediene, who was re-
leased into French custody in May; U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy for Middle East Peace George |
Mitchell; and Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Hoseini-Khamenei of Iran. President Sarkozy
referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs
Manuchehr Motaki of Iran. President Sarkozy
and some reporters spoke in French, and their
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

fear they’ll be forced to choose between keep-
ing their doors open or covering their workers;
Americans who rightly worry that the balloon-
ing costs of Medicare and Medicaid could lead
to fiscal catastrophe down the road. Simply
put, the status quo is broken.

We cannot continue this way. If we do noth-
ing, everyone’s health care will be put in jeop-
ardy. Within a decade, we’ll spend $1 out of
every 5 we earn on health care, and we’ll keep
getting less for our money. And that’s why fix-
ing what’s wrong with our health care system
is no longer a luxury we hope to achieve; it’s a
necessity we cannot postpone any longer.

The growing consensus around that reality
has led an unprecedented coalition to come
together for change. Unlike past attempts at
reforming our health care system, everyone is
at the table, patients’ advocates and health in-
surers, business and labor, Democrats and Re-
publicans alike.

A few weeks ago, some of these improbable
allies committed to cut national health care



spending by $2 trillion over the next decade.
What makes this so remarkable is that it proba-
bly wouldn’t have happened just a few short
years ago. But today, at this historic juncture,
even old adversaries are united around the
same goal: quality, affordable health care for all
Americans.

Now, I know that when you bring together
disparate groups with differing views, there will
be lively debate, and that’s a debate I welcome.
But what we can’t accept is reform that just in-
vests more money in the status quo, reform that
throws good money after bad habits.

Instead we must attack the root causes of
skyrocketing health care costs. Some of these
costs are the result of unwarranted profiteering
that has no place in our health care system, and
in too many communities, folks are paying high-
er costs without receiving better care in return.
And yet we know, for example, that there are
places like the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota, the
Cleveland Clinic in Ohio, and other institutions
that offer some of the highest quality of care in
the Nation at some of the lowest costs in the
Nation. We should learn from their successes
and promote the best practices, not the most
expensive ones. That’s how we'll achieve reform
that fixes what doesn’t work and builds on what
does.

This week, I conveyed to Congress my belief
that any health care reform must be built
around fundamental reforms that lower costs,
improve quality and coverage, and also protect
consumer choice. And that means if you like the
plan you have, you can keep it. If you like the
doctor you have, you can keep your doctor too.
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The only change you'll see are falling costs as
our reforms take hold.

I've also made it very clear to Congress that
we must develop a plan that doesn’t add to our
budget deficit. My budget included a historic
downpayment on reform, and we’ll work with
Congress to fully cover the costs through rigor-
ous spending reductions and appropriate addi-
tional revenues. We’'ll eliminate waste, fraud,
and abuse in our health care system, but we’ll
also take on key causes of rising costs, saving
billions while providing better care to the
American people.

Now, all across America, our families are
making hard choices when it comes to health
care. Now, it’s time for Washington to make the
right ones. It’s time to deliver. And I am abso-
lutely convinced that if we keep working to-
gether and living up to our mutual responsibili-
ties, if we place the American people’s interests
above the special interests, we will seize this
historic opportunity to finally fix what ails our
broken health care system and strengthen our
economy and our country now and for decades
to come.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1 p.m., e.d.t., on June 2 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 6. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 5 but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m., e.d.t,
on June 6. Due to the 6-hour time difference,
the address was released after the President’s
remarks in Caen, France.
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Good afternoon. Thank you, President Sar-
kozy, Prime Minister Brown, Prime Minister
Harper, and Prince Charles for being here to-
day. Thank you to our Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, General Eric Shinseki, for making the trip
out here to join us. Thanks also to Susan Eisen-
hower, whose grandfather began this mission 65
years ago with a simple charge: “Ok, let’s go,”
and to a World War 1I veteran who returned
home from this war to serve a proud and distin-

guished career as a United States Senator and a
national leader, Bob Dole.

I'm not the first American President to come
and mark this anniversary, and I likely will not
be the last. This is an event that has long
brought to this coast both heads of state and
grateful citizens, veterans and their loved ones,
the liberated and their liberators. It’s been
written about and spoken of and depicted in
countless books and films and speeches. And
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