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target them deliberately? That philosophy is
bankrupt. And so we will go after them.

Now, that’s not easy, obviously. And part of
the reason it’s not easy is because they are ad-
ept at exploiting the very real tensions that ex-
ist that I discussed today.

So my audience is not them. I don’t expect
to change their minds, obviously. My audience
is, though, say, the 20-year-old young man in
Cairo in maybe one of the poorer sections of
Cairo or in Gaza or in Damascus or in Tripoli
who is still searching, is still looking for a way.
And my message to that young man or that
young woman would be, it is possible for you
to be true to your faith, true to your traditions,
but instead of destroying, you can build. And if
you see injustice, then the way to achieve the
changes you seek is not through violence, but
is through persuasion. And if I reach a few of
those 20-year-olds, or I reach their parents
and maybe they have a conversation and de-
bate with those young men and women, then
perhaps that can make a difference when
somebody tries to recruit that person to join an
extremist organization.

Gaza

Q. Any quick solutions to Gaza?
The President. No quick solutions to Gaza,

but by the end of this year, my country will
have invested $900 million, almost a billion
dollars, in humanitarian relief in Gaza. I think
it’s very important that we find ways to loosen
the borders so that more supplies, more medi-
cine, more infrastructure development can get
into Gaza for rebuilding. I think part of that is

the international community working to en-
sure that the smuggling of weapons that are
then fired into Israel are no longer taking
place. That’s going to be a difficult task, but it’s
one that we’re going to have to work on, be-
cause in the absence of that, we’re not going to
solve it.

Okay, everybody, I have to go see the Pyra-
mids. [Laughter]

NOTE: The interview began at 2:31 p.m. at
Cairo University. Participating in the roundta-
ble interview were freelance journalist Wafa
Amr; Magdi El-Galad, editor in chief, Al Mas-
ry Al Youm; Nahum Barnea, senior editorial-
ist, Yediot Ahronot; Bambang Haryamurti, ed-
itor in chief, TEMPO Weekly Newsmagazine
and TEMPO Daily Newspaper; Jamal
Khashoggi, editor in chief, Al-Watan; Shaha-
naaz Sher Habib, senior journalist, The Star;
freelance journalist Fahmy Huweidy; and Sar-
kis Naoum, senior editor, An-Nahar. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; President
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority;
U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace
George J. Mitchell; and King Abdallah bin
Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. Some re-
porters referred to former Prime Minister
Ehud Barak of Israel; and Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization.
One reporter spoke in Arabic, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. The tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on June 5. Audio was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany in Dresden, Germany
June 5, 2009

Chancellor Merkel. Well, good morning, la-
dies and gentlemen. We are delighted to have
the American President here this morning
with us, after having met for the last time at
the NATO summit. We will visit a little bit of
Dresden, and later on we go on to Buchen-
wald, to the foremost concentration camp. I
think that this is, indeed, a trip of a highly sym-

bolic nature. Let me just remind all of us of
the visit to Buchenwald that we will take later
in the day. It is so important that the American
President, Barack Obama, makes his first stop
here in Dresden. This is a highly symbolic city.
It is a city that was almost completely de-
stroyed during the Second World War, was
then rebuilt after German unification. It has
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again turned out to be a jewel of German cul-
ture and civilization. The people here are so
glad that you’ve come to see them because it
shows that you also pay tribute to the tremen-
dous efforts they made in those 20 years after
the fall of the wall.

We have made very good use of our time,
talking about the political agenda, pressing is-
sues. President Obama yesterday gave a very
important speech in Cairo, which I think will be
an ideal basis for a lot of action in a—of a posi-
tive nature, particularly as regards speeding up
the peace process in the Middle East. We also
talked about a possible timeframe for possible
progress to be made. I said on behalf of the
Federal Republic of Germany that we would
like to try and be helpful in this peace process
to the extent that this is possible to us. We need
a two-state solution; we need a viable Palestin-
ian state and a viable State of Israel, side by
side. And whatever we can do in order to con-
structively accompany this along the way, we
will gladly do.

The status of negotiations with Iran on the
nuclear program was also at the very top of our
agenda. Here, too, we agreed to work closely to-
gether. Germany will try its utmost with its con-
tacts, with its expert knowledge to give a posi-
tive contribution to this issue.

We also, obviously, debated the situation on
world markets. We exchanged views on the dif-
ferent stimulus programs that we pursue in our
countries. And we also talked about what we
feel is necessary in order to prepare the next G–
20 meeting, then also the upcoming G–8 meet-
ing. What is important is to implement what we
decided on in London. The European states are
now doing that; the United States are doing
that. You have a very ambitious plan that you
outlaid. So we will keep a close eye on develop-
ments. And then in the autumn, when we meet
as G–20, we will also state very clearly that
strengthening the multilateral system is also one
that we consider to be important.

This year, negotiations on climate change, on
a post-Kyoto regime are also on the agenda. We
very much welcome the very, very hard work
that the United States has done in order to see
to it that the necessary answers are found for
this phenomenon of climate change. We know

that it’s very much an uphill battle; we’re very
familiar with that from the debate that we have
here in our country. And we are keeping a close
eye on legislation that is passed. We, I think, are
at one in saying we need an ambitious program,
we want to have successful negotiations in Co-
penhagen, and we want to make the best possi-
ble use of our time leading up to this.

Once again, a very warm welcome to you, sir,
and we are so glad that you and the members of
your team are—have taken the trouble to come
here.

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much, everybody. Good morning. It is wonder-
ful to be in the beautiful city of Dresden, which,
obviously, is steeped in history and, as Chancel-
lor Merkel discussed, has overcome great trage-
dies and is now this beautiful city full of hope.
And so I’m very grateful to not only Chancellor
Merkel but to the German people for their hos-
pitality.

Germany is a close friend and a critical part-
ner to the United States, and I believe that
friendship is going to be essential not only for
our two countries but for the world if we are to
make progress on some of the critical issues that
we face, whether it’s national security issues or
economic issues or issues that affect the globe
like climate change. 

Chancellor Merkel, as she mentioned, and I
had a very productive discussion. We continue
to work closely together to confront the global
economic crisis and to restore growth and pros-
perity for our people. The downturn knows no
borders, and it will take some time and sus-
tained action by all of us to move forward.

At the G–20, we successfully laid out a—the
parameters for collective action. And we’ve
seen, I think, on both sides of the Atlantic some
progress in stabilizing the economy, but we’re
far from done in the work that’s required. I
mentioned to her that, in the United States, we
are working diligently to strengthen financial
regulations to ensure that a crisis like this
doesn’t happen again, and it’s going to be very
important to coordinate between Europe and
the United States as we move to strengthen our
financial regulatory systems. We affirmed that
we are not going to engage in protectionism.
And as all of us do what’s required to restart our
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economy, we have to make sure that we keep
our borders open and that companies can
move back and forth between the United
States and Europe in providing goods and ser-
vices to our respective countries.

I’m very pleased to see the resolution of the
Opel situation here. We are very sympathetic
towards each other, that it’s not easy to help
auto companies restructure, and it’s not always
popular, but it’s also, we are convinced, the
right thing to do. And I’m hopeful that not on-
ly are we going to see these companies stabi-
lize, but also that they’re going to emerge even
stronger and more competitive in the interna-
tional marketplace.

Chancellor Merkel and I discussed a range
of security challenges. Germany has been a
very strong NATO partner. As all of you know,
we have great challenges in Afghanistan and,
increasingly, in Pakistan, but our collective
commitment to making sure that we are not
seeing the kinds of terrorist bases that could
pose harm to all of our people, that we main-
tain that commitment.

We also discussed the issue of Iran, and not
in isolation, but in a broader context of avoid-
ing a nuclear arms race in the Middle East that
could be profoundly dangerous. And I’ve said
publicly that I’m committed to engaging in se-
rious dialog and negotiations with Iran. That
is—can’t be done in isolation, it has to be done
in conjunction with the P–5-plus-1 or the E–3-
plus-3 process, and Germany is going to be a
critical partner in that process.

Later in the summer, I will be traveling to
Russia to discuss how we can reduce U.S. nu-
clear stockpiles and Russian nuclear stock-
piles. And so, as I said, our concern is not just
Iran, but a broader effort to strengthen non-
proliferation so that the threat of nuclear
weapons is greatly reduced in our lifetime.

And as Chancellor mentioned, we discussed
my recent trip to the Middle East and the
need for all of us to redouble our efforts to
bring about two states, Israel and a Palestinian
state, that are living side by side in peace and
security. I think the moment is now for us to
act on what we all know to be the truth, which
is that each side is going to have to make some
difficult compromises; we have to reject vio-

lence. The Palestinians have to get serious
about creating the security environment that is
required for Israel to feel confident. Israelis
are going to have to take some difficult steps. I
discussed some of those in the speech.

Ultimately, the United States can’t force
peace upon the parties. But what we’ve tried
to do is to clear away some of the misunder-
standings so that we can at least begin to have
frank dialog. And we’re not going to be able to
do that by ourselves; we’re going to require
strong partners like Germany in that process.
And I know that Chancellor Merkel is very
much committed to that. 

So, again, it is a great pleasure to be here. It
is a great pleasure to be with my friend once
again, who I always seek out for intelligent
analysis and straight talk. And I’m looking for-
ward to continued partnership between our
two countries to deal with the wide range of is-
sues that we confront at this time.

So thank you very much.
Chancellor Merkel. Well, I believe you have

the possibility to ask questions. Maybe we
ought to—do we start with a German ques-
tion? Mrs. Meier, please.

The President’s Visit to Germany/Guantanamo
Bay Detainees

Q. Christiane Meier, from the First Ger-
man Television—Mr. President, did you have
the opportunity to also address the issue of
Guantanamo, and do you feel sufficiently sup-
ported by Europe and here, in particular, by
Germany, in accepting prisoners, former pris-
oners? And does this perhaps overshadow your
relationship with the Chancellor or perhaps
not? There has been certain mild, sometimes
even wild, speculation over the course that
your trip took, that you left certain venues
open until the end and that this had something
to do with your relationship with the Chancel-
lor.

And, Chancellor, did you make an offer or
were you actually able as regards Guantanamo
to give certain assurances to the President and
accommodate him?

President Obama. Well, let me first of all
say, I think your characterization of wild spec-
ulations is accurate—[laughter]—they are very
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wild and based on no facts. The truth of the
matter is, is that the relationship not only be-
tween our two countries but our two Govern-
ments is outstanding. Most of the speculation
around my schedule here in Germany doesn’t
take into the account simple logistics: traveling,
trying to get from one place to the other, com-
ing off a Middle East trip, having to go to Nor-
mandy tomorrow. There are only 24 hours in
the day. And so there’s nothing to any of that
speculation beyond us just trying to fit in what
we could do on such a short trip. That’s all that
there was. So stop it, all of you. [Laughter]
The—I know you have to find something to re-
port on, but we have more than enough prob-
lems out there without manufacturing prob-
lems.

In terms of the issue of Guantanamo, look,
this is a very difficult issue. It’s difficult in my
country; it’s difficult internationally. We have a
facility that contains some people who are very
difficult to deal with. Some of them probably
should not have been detained in those facilities
in the first place. They should have been pro-
cessed and tried and convicted. If they weren’t
convicted, then they should not have been lan-
guishing in a facility like that; that became a
symbol for many around the world of us not
sticking to our ideals and our traditions and rule
of law.

But it was done, and that’s the past. And now
we have to move forward. We have spoken to
the European Union about the possibilities of
working with us and helping us in managing the
closure of Guantanamo. Chancellor Merkel has
been very open to discussions with us. We have
not asked her for hard commitments, and she
has not given us any hard commitments beyond
having a serious discussion about are there ways
that we can solve this problem. And I don’t an-
ticipate that it’s going to be resolved anytime in
the next 2 or 3 months. I think that it’s going to
be a longer process of evaluation. 

But I’m very appreciative of the openness,
not only of Chancellor Merkel but other Euro-
pean countries to work with us, because I think
they recognize that we have a shared interest in
battling extremists and terrorists at the same
time as we have a shared interest in upholding
broader principles of international justice, and

that those things are compatible, but it’s going
to take some time.

We’ll be looking at individual cases, seeing
are there people who can safely be transferred;
if they are safely transferred, where would they
be transferred to. And this is a conversation
we’re not just having with Germany but the
broader European Union. And I very much ap-
preciate the constructive manner in which
Chancellor Merkel has approached the issue.

Chancellor Merkel. Allow me, if I may, to, as
regards that one part of the question, say that
it’s fun to work together with the American
President because very serious, very thorough,
analytical discussions very often lead us to draw
the same conclusions. And I think we proved
that in London, we proved that in—on previous
meetings. I think that’s part of our job, isn’t it,
that you exchange views, different views that
you may have also. And wherever it was neces-
sary, we have come to common solutions. So I
very much look forward to our future coopera-
tion.

On Guantanamo, Germany has always come
out in favor, in particular my Government, for
closing down this facility. This has been a long-
standing issue. We very purposefully at the time
accepted Mr. Kurnaz, who has some sort of re-
lation to Germany. And we also said that is
there—when there is a solution in the offing,
we will constructively contribute to it. Now
there are talks going on of the Minister of the
Interior with the American side, very intensive
discussions, which we wish to continue. And at
the very end, I am absolutely confident that we
will find a common solution.

I believe an American question, a question
from the American side maybe?

President Obama. [Inaudible]—or do I just
pick on somebody? Just pick on somebody
or——

Q. Mr. President——
President Obama. You know, Jennifer’s [Jen-

nifer Loven, Associated Press] got the mike.
Sorry, Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC News]. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. He handed it to me, so I’m going to keep
it.

President Obama. There you go.
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Middle East Peace Process

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You chal-
lenged—on Mideast peace, you challenged all
the parties yesterday and again here in your
opening remarks to take actions. The Israelis,
the Palestinians, the Arab States, things
they’ve been asked to do for years, actually
agreed to do, but still today remain even—per-
haps even more unwilling or unable to do
them. What are your specific next steps to try
to break this stalemate? And why do you think
your approach is realistic?

And then to Chancellor Merkel, if I could,
you talked about a timeline that the two of you
discussed on Mideast peace. Can you be more
specific about that, please?

President Obama. As I said at the outset of
my speech, yesterday was just one speech, and
it doesn’t replace all the hard work that’s going
to have to be done—that was done before the
speech and is going to have to be done in the
years to come in order to solve what has been a
60-year problem. And I’m under no illusions
that whatever statements I’ve put forward
somehow are going to supplant the need to do
that work.

I think that what is different now is, number
one, you’re seeing a U.S. administration and
American President engage this issue almost
on the day that I took office. I mean, we’ve on-
ly been in office 5 months, and yet we’ve seen
extraordinary activity already on this issue.
And that’s sent a signal to all the parties in the
Middle East that we are serious. I’ve assigned
George Mitchell, my special envoy, who has
met repeatedly with all the players in the re-
gion and who is going to be going back next
week in the wake of my appearance in Cairo to
follow up with each of the individual parties on
a whole host of negotiation points and poten-
tial confidence-building measures that can be
taken.

And I’ve already met with Prime Minister
Netanyahu. Our Governments are in close
contact and communication about how we can
move forward on some of the items that might
be inhibiting restarting talks. I’ve had Abbas in
the White House to do the same.

And so you’ve probably seen more sustained
activity on this issue in the first 5 months than
you would have seen in most previous admin-
istrations. The reason we are doing that is be-
cause not only had talks ground to a halt, but
there was a sense that all sides were getting so
dug in and so cynical that you might reach a
point where you could never get the parties
back at the table. And I think given what we’ve
done so far, we’ve at least created the space,
the atmosphere, in which talks can restart.

Now, I just have to say one more time, the
United States can’t solve this problem. The
United States can be a partner in solving the
problem, but ultimately, the parties involved
are going to have to make a decision that the
prosperity and security of their people is best
served by negotiations and compromise, and
we can’t force them to make those difficult de-
cisions. What we can do is to provide them a
framework and a forum and the support for
such an outcome to be achieved.

And I’m sure that—one of the things I very
much appreciate was Chancellor Merkel’s
willingness to put the prestige and the re-
sources of the German Government behind
that same effort. I think the entire internation-
al community is going to have a responsibility
to help these parties achieve a hard-won peace
that will ultimately be good for everybody’s se-
curity interests.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, I believe that with
the new American administration, with Presi-
dent Barack Obama, there is actually a unique
opportunity now to see to it that this peace
process, or let’s perhaps be more careful, this
negotiation process to be revived again.

Yesterday’s speech, in a way, opened up also
the door to the Arab world again. And in the
way that it was described just now, you have
sort of made steps along the way. And when
steps are made along the way then we feel as
Germans we can perhaps be helpful to accom-
pany this. For historical reasons, we have a
very close and very special relationship with
Israel. We have a very great interest in the
safety and security of Israel. And on the other
hand, we also have the very fervent wish that a
Palestinian state be built.
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This agenda needs to be worked on step by
step, but it is certainly true, the parties them-
selves have to show a readiness, a willingness to
do something for the peace and security of the
world as a whole. I see this as a core issue and
an essential and crucial issue. And this is why
we all have the wish and the willingness to bring
this matter forward. The historical opportunity,
I think, is there, even though looking at many,
many countries in the Arab world—even look-
ing at many countries in the Arab world, they
have a very great interest in progress there be-
cause for their economic development, as well,
they need peace there, they need security. And
we should have every interest in seeing this
bring about and we will give our contribution to
it. 

Herr Scharlack.

The President’s Visit to Buchenwald Concentra-
tion Camp/Climate Change

Q. Urlich Scharlack, Deutsche Presse-Agen-
tur. You will later on, Mr. President, visit the
former concentration camp, Buchenwald. Tell
me now, already, if possible, what is your per-
sonal motivation, what drives you to this? We
were told here in Germany that because you
know Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Peace Prize Win-
ner so well, because he told you about his peri-
od in the camp where he suffered great hard-
ship, that this sort of made you do it.

And another political issue, if I may, Madam
Chancellor, climate change. Germany, Europe
are putting concrete targets on the agenda, con-
crete reduction targets. Will America, in the
post-Kyoto process, be willing to commit itself
to concrete reduction targets? Or are you pur-
suing a different kind of approach, Mr. Presi-
dent, similar to you predecessor in office?

President Obama. Well, first of all, one of the
main reasons for me being in Europe this week
is to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the
landing in Normandy. And this is a moment
that, obviously, is of great importance to the
United States. So many lives were lost during
this period; it marks the beginning of the end of
World War II, and many of the veterans of
World War II are in the sunset of their years.
And so having an opportunity to acknowledge

them once again and the sacrifices they made
was very important to me.

As part of that trip, we thought it was very
important for me to visit Buchenwald. First of
all, I’ve never traveled to one of the concentra-
tion camps, but this one has a personal connec-
tion to me. It’s not only that I know Elie Wiesel
and have read about his writings, it’s also that,
and I’ve stated this before, that my grandfa-
ther’s—my grandmother’s brother was
one—was part of the units that first liberated
that camp. And I’ve talked about this before in
the United States, perhaps not in Germany, the
shock for this very young man—he couldn’t
have been more than 19 or 20, 21 at the
time—was such that he ended up, when he re-
turned, having a very difficult time readjusting
to civilian life, and it was a memory that burned
in him for quite some time.

And that, you know, was something that I
learned about as a young person, and for me
then to be able to come and reflect on this very
difficult history and to not only reflect on the
dangers of when peoples are in conflict and not
acknowledging a common humanity, but also to
celebrate how out of that tragedy you now have
a unified Europe, a Germany that is a very close
ally of Israel, and the possibilities of reconcilia-
tion and forgiveness and hope. All those things,
I think, are part of why this visit is very impor-
tant to me.

In terms of climate change, ultimately, the
world is going to need targets that it can meet.
It can’t be general, vague approaches. We’re
going to have to make some tough decisions and
take concrete actions if we are going to deal
with a potentially cataclysmic disaster. And we
are seeing progress in Congress around energy
legislation that would set up for the first time in
the United States a cap and trade system. That
process is moving forward in ways that I think if
you had asked political experts 2 or 3 months
ago would have seemed impossible. So I’m ac-
tually more optimistic than I was about America
being able to take leadership on this issue, join-
ing Europe, which over the last several years
has been ahead of us on this issue.

As I told Chancellor Merkel, unless the
United States and Europe, with our large
carbon footprints, per capita carbon footprints,
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are willing to take some decisive steps, it’s
going to be very difficult for us to persuade
countries that, on a per capita basis at least,
are still much less wealthy, like China or India,
to take the steps that they’re going to need to
take in controlling carbon emissions. So we are
very committed to working together and
hopeful that we can arrive in Copenhagen
having displayed that commitment in concrete
ways.

Chancellor Merkel. Allow me, if I may, to
say, as to a visit to Buchenwald, that this is for
me deeply moving, to see an American Presi-
dent, in this case President Barack Obama, as
a visitor in Buchenwald. And he talked about
his personal background as regards this ques-
tion.

Look at Buchenwald. Buchenwald is one
example of these horrible concentration
camps, liberated by American troops. Later on
it was turned during the Soviet period again,
and it also—in the time when Germany was
divided, it again became somewhat symbolic.
People in that part of the country were not
able to enjoy freedom and security.

Now, after the end of the cold war, we go
there after Germany has been reunited, after
Europe has been reunited, now that we also
enjoy freedom and democracy, as the United
States do. That is very moving, and it shows
you that actually history makes things possible
if a sufficient number of people believes in the
dream of freedom.

Middle East Peace Process/Darfur

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. A couple
questions, one just to follow up on Jennifer’s.
What are some of the gestures of good faith
that you’d like to see from the Israelis and Pal-
estinians?

But then regarding your visit to Buchen-
wald, since the Holocaust, a constant refrain in
the United States has been “never again,” but
U.S. President after U.S. President has sat
back and let genocides happen over and over,
whether Cambodia or Rwanda. What does
“never again” mean to you as a U.S. President,
especially given the fact that genocide is going
on right now in Darfur? There were accusa-
tions of genocide in Sri Lanka a few weeks ago.

What does it mean to you? And are you doing
everything you can to make sure “never again”
is not a hollow refrain?

And then for Chancellor Merkel, does Ger-
many not have an extra obligation to take ac-
tion to prevent genocide from happening in
other parts of the world? Thank you.

President Obama. Good. With respect to
confidence-building measures or next steps,
again, I’m going to be sending George Mitch-
ell back into the region next week. He’s going
to be meeting with all the various parties in-
volved. I think I’ve said publicly and I repeat-
ed in the speech some things that are going to
have to be done.

You know, a lot of attention has been given
to my statement that the Israelis need to stop
settlement construction, and I recognize that
it’s received a lot of attention in Israel as well.
Keep in mind that all I’ve done there is reaf-
firm commitments that the Israelis themselves
had already made in the roadmap. And I rec-
ognize the very difficult politics within Israel
of getting that done, and I’m very sympathetic
to how hard it will be.

But as Israel’s friend, the United States, I
think, has an obligation to just be honest with
that friend about how important it is to
achieve a two-state solution, for Israel’s na-
tional security interests, as well as ours, as well
as the Palestinians’. And that’s an area where
steps can be taken.

They’re not the only steps, by the way, that
Israel can take and will need to take in order to
advance movement towards peace. And I
mentioned some of the other issues that I’ve
discussed with Prime Minister Netanyahu’s of-
fice, for example, increasing freedom of move-
ment within the West Bank, dealing with the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and allowing re-
construction to proceed more aggressively.

What’s been interesting is that less attention
has been focused on the insistence on my part
that the Palestinians and the Arab States have
to take very concrete actions. When it comes
to the Palestinians, we know what they’re sup-
posed to be doing. They have to continue to
make progress on security in the West Bank.

They have to deal with incitement issues.
There is still a tendency, even within—among
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Palestinians who say they are interested in
peace with Israel, to engage in statements that
are—that incite a hatred of Israel or are not
constructive to the peace process. Now, I think,
to his credit, President Abbas has made prog-
ress on this issue, but not enough.

We still have not seen a firm commitment
from the Palestinian Authority that they can
control some of the border areas that Israel is
going to be very concerned about if there were
to be a two-state solution. There are still prob-
lems of corruption and mismanagement within
the Authority that have to be addressed.

So there are going to be a whole set of things
having to do with the Palestinians’ ability to
govern effectively and maintain security. And if
they’re not solved, Israelis are going to have
trouble moving forward.

And the Arab States, what I’d like to see is in-
dicators that they are willing, if Israel makes
tough commitments, to also make some hard
choices that will allow for an opening of com-
merce, diplomatic exchanges between Israel
and its neighbors.

Now, all these things are going to take time.
They’re not going to happen immediately. But
I’m confident that if we stick with it, having
started early, that we can make some serious
progress this year.

On the issue of genocide, I think “never
again” means that the international community
has a obligation, even when it’s inconvenient, to
act when genocide is occurring. So on the issue
of Darfur, for example, I didn’t simply mention
it in a speech yesterday before a Muslim audi-
ence, talking about genocide that’s taking place
within a majority-Muslim country, but I also
raised it in discussions with President Mubarak
of Egypt, who has strong diplomatic relations
with the country of Sudan.

And I’ve assigned one of my closest national
security advisers, General Scott Gration, as a
special envoy who has been traveling through-
out the region trying to not only solve the im-
mediate humanitarian crisis that exists—and
that was made worse when President Bashir
kicked out many of the international nongov-
ernmental organizations that had been provid-
ing humanitarian assistance. We’ve been work-
ing diligently to solve that immediate problem

and get humanitarian assistance back on the
ground. But what we’ve also been doing is to try
to reactivate the possibilities of a peaceful—a
peace settlement between Khartoum and some
of the rebels in Darfur that would allow the in-
ternally displaced people from Darfur to start
returning to their homes.

So we’ve been very active on this issue. It
may not have received the attention in the press
that some of the other issues have, but we are
spending a lot of time trying to make sure that
we make progress and that the people of Darfur
are able to return to their homes and live in
peace.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, first, experi-
ence—part and parcel of our history, of our past
experience here in Germany is obviously the
Shoah. And out of that comes an everlasting re-
sponsibility for the safety and security of the
State of Israel. If you like, this has been the rai-
son d’etre of every German Government, ever
since the Federal Republic came into being,
and it will always be that case.

As regards genocide all over the world, we
have an international responsibility that we
need to shoulder here. And here, too, we work
very closely together. We, all of us, have made
the experience, I think, along the way that this
quite often takes much longer to resolve than
one would like it to be and can be satisfied
about. 

But military intervention alone, without any
political framework that we put on these issues,
is also not always successful. We’ve had—made
that experience as well. This is why the Europe-
an Union, actually during the EU-Africa sum-
mit, established very close links with the African
Union, trying also to win over African countries
to shoulder their responsibility or helping them
shoulder their responsibility, for example, by
providing them with the necessary materiel, the
equipment, but also through political discus-
sions.

I think that due to the experience we’ve
made over the years as European Union mem-
bers that we were able after the Second World
War to live together peacefully. We have an ob-
ligation not only to create peace within Europe,
because we’ve been able to do that, but to actu-
ally share with others the knowledge how we
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managed to get that to happen. Dignity of man
is inviolable. This is what is inscribed in the
German Constitution. And this goes not only
for the Germans, not only for the Europeans,
but for every human being all over the world.
It means we can solve problems of this kind.
We as Germans, after the Second World War,
have made an experience that was certainly
not a matter of course. The Allies actually ex-
tended a helping hand to us, to our neighbor
France, the United Kingdom, but also the
United States of America. We need to share
this experience in order to prevent further cas-
es of tragedy occurring. And we will always be
at your side, at the side of the Americans.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 10:30 a.m. at Dresden Castle. In his re-
marks, the President referred to U.S. Special
Envoy for Middle East Peace George J.
Mitchell; Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu of Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority; Nobel Prize winner, au-
thor, and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel; U.S.
Special Envoy to Sudan Maj. Gen. J. Scott
Gration, USAF (Ret.); and President Umar
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan. He also re-
ferred to his great uncle Charles Payne. Chan-
cellor Merkel referred to former Guantanamo
detainee Murat Kurnaz, who was released into
German custody in August 2006; and Minister
of Interior Wolfgang Schaeuble of Germany.
Chancellor Merkel and some reporters spoke
in German, and their remarks were translated
by an interpreter. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Buchenwald Concentration Camp in Weimar,
Germany
June 5, 2009

Chancellor Merkel and I have just finished
our tour here at Buchenwald. I want to thank
Dr. Volkhard Knigge, who gave an outstanding
account of what we were witnessing. I am par-
ticularly grateful to be accompanied by my
friend Elie Wiesel, as well as Mr. Bertrand
Herz, both of whom are survivors of this place.

We saw the area known as Little Camp,
where Elie and Bertrand were sent as boys. In
fact, at the place that commemorates this
camp, there is a photograph in which we can
see a 16-year-old Elie in one of the bunks
along with the others. We saw the ovens of the
crematorium, the guard towers, the barbed
wire fences, the foundations of barracks that
once held people in the most unimaginable
conditions. 

We saw the memorial to all the survivors, a
steel plate, as Chancellor Merkel said, that is
heated to 37 degrees Celsius, the temperature
of the human body, a reminder—where peo-
ple were deemed inhuman because of their
differences—of the mark that we all share. 

Now, these sights have not lost their horror
with the passage of time. As we were walking

up, Elie said, “If these trees could talk.” And
there’s a certain irony about the beauty of the
landscape and the horror that took place here.
More than half a century later, our grief and
our outrage over what happened have not di-
minished. I will not forget what I’ve seen here
today. 

I’ve known about this place since I was a
boy, hearing stories about my great uncle, who
was a very young man serving in World War II.
He was part of the 89th Infantry Division, the
first Americans to reach a concentration camp.
They liberated Ohrdruf, one of Buchenwald’s
subcamps. 

And I told this story. He returned from his
service in a state of shock, saying little and iso-
lating himself for months on end from family
and friends, alone with the painful memories
that would not leave his head. And as we
see—as we saw some of the images here, it’s
understandable that someone who witnessed
what had taken place here would be in a state
of shock. 

My great uncle’s commander, General
Eisenhower, understood this impulse to
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