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anyone, have the ability to reimagine the
world, to remake this world.

All of us share this world for but a brief mo-
ment in time. The question is whether we
spend that time focused on what pushes us
apart, or whether we commit ourselves to an
effort, a sustained effort to find common
ground, to focus on the future we seek for our
children, and to respect the dignity of all hu-
man beings.

It’s easier to start wars than to end them.
It’s easier to blame others than to look inward.
It’s easier to see what is different about some-
one than to find the things we share. But we
should choose the right path, not just the easy
path. There’s one rule that lies at the heart of
every religion, that we do unto others as we
would have them do unto us. This truth tran-
scends nations and peoples, a belief that isn’t
new, that isn’t black or white or brown, that
isn’t Christian or Muslim or Jew. It’s a belief
that pulsed in the cradle of civilization and that
still beats in the hearts of billions around the
world. It’s a faith in other people, and it’s what
brought me here today. We have the power to

make the world we seek, but only if we have
the courage to make a new beginning, keeping
in mind what has been written.

The Holy Koran tells us: “O mankind! We
have created you male and a female, and we
have made you into nations and tribes so that
you may know one another.” The Talmud tells
us: “The whole of the Torah is for the purpose
of promoting peace.” The Holy Bible tells us:
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God.” The people of the
world can live together in peace. We know
that is God’s vision, now that must be our work
here on Earth.

Thank you, and may God’s peace be upon
you. Thank you very much. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at
Cairo University. In his remarks, he referred
to Rep. Keith Ellison. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released Arabic, Chinese, Dari,
French, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Malay,
Pashto, Persian, Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian,
Turkish, and Urdu language transcripts of
these remarks.

Statement on the Transition to Digital Television Programming
June 4, 2009

On June 12, 1 week from tomorrow, the Na-
tion’s full-power television stations will switch
to all-digital programming. The transition to
digital will free up airwaves for broadband and
enhanced emergency communications for our
police officers, firefighters, and other first re-
sponders.

In February, I worked with Congress to
postpone the deadline television broadcasters
had to end their analog signals, because it was
clear that millions of Americans would have
been left in the dark if the conversion had
gone on as planned. I directed key members of
my administration to reach out and help
Americans, especially those in our most vul-

nerable communities, to make the switch to
digital television.

In the months since then, we have worked
hand in hand with State and local officials,
broadcasters, and community groups to edu-
cate and assist millions of Americans with the
transition. The number of households unpre-
pared for digital television has been cut in half.
Still, some people are not ready. I want to be
clear: There will not be another delay. I urge
everyone who is not yet prepared to act today,
so you don’t lose important news and emer-
gency information on June 12. And I encour-
age all Americans who are prepared, to talk to
their friends, family, and neighbors to make
sure they get ready before it’s too late.
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