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thrive, and we’ll find the best ways to integrate
solar power into our electric grid.

The second program I'm announcing will
help develop the use of geothermal energy in
America. As many of you in Nevada know,
geothermal energy is literally defined as “heat
from the Earth.” This heat can then be har-
nessed as a clean, affordable, and reliable
source of energy. And already, Nevada has 17
industrial scale geothermal plants, and your
capacity to generate this type of power is ex-
pected to increase in the next few years. The
program we’re announcing will help accelerate
this process here and across America. So this is
something that we expect will—[ap-
plause]—this will create more jobs, it will cre-
ate more businesses, and more affordable
electricity for the American people.

Now, from where we stand today, the road
to economic recovery is still long. We've got a
lot of work to do. There are a lot of folks who
are still hurting out there. And the road to a
new, clean energy economy is even longer.
We’re not going to do it overnight. But after 4
months of this administration and 100 days of
this Recovery Act, we have carved out a path
toward progress. It’s a path that begins in plac-
es just like this Air Force base, where ordinary
citizens tap into their sense of innovation and
ingenuity to reinvent the world around them.

This base has been known as the “Home of
the Fighter Pilot.” Now it’s the home of the
largest solar energy installation of its kind in
the Western Hemisphere. And by the way, the
two concepts are connected because it is good
for our national security if we’ve got more con-
trol over our own energy use. And that’s the
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story that will be told all across America, in cit-
ies and towns, where a shuttered factory re-
opens to build wind turbines; where a hospital
treats patients with new technology and pulls
up their history with new electronic records;
where a young entrepreneur with a nest egg
and a good idea starts a business and creates
more jobs.

That’s how we move America forward. This
is how we’ve always moved forward. It hap-
pens slowly, in fits and starts, but it always
happens surely when we are dedicated to
bringing about change. It happens not by
chance or by luck, but because the American
people keep pushing ahead, persevering
through hardship, growing through challenge,
building something firmer and stronger in
place of what was. That’s the work we’ve be-
gun in these last few months, and with your
help, this is the work we will continue to do in
the days and months ahead.

For all of you who are serving in our Armed
Forces, we want to make sure that our civilians
are mobilizing and working on behalf of this
country just as ably as you are. We salute you;
we thank you. Thank you, everybody. God
bless you, God bless the United States of
America. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in
Thunderbird Hangar. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rep. Dina Titus; Brig. Gen. Stanley
T. Kresge, USAF, commander, U.S. Air Force
Warfare Center, Nellis Air Force Base; and
Col. Howard D. “Dave” Belote, commander,
99th Air Base Wing, Nellis Air Force Base.

President Mahmoud Abbas of the

Palestinian Authority and an Exchange With Reporters

May 28, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Well, it
is a great pleasure to welcome President Ab-
bas to the Oval Office. We had—we just com-
pleted an extensive conversation, both private-
ly as well as with our delegations, about how
we can advance peace in the Middle East and
how we can reaffirm some core principles that
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I think can result in Palestinians and Israelis
living side by side in peace and security.

As T've said before, I've been a strong be-
liever in a two-state solution that would pro-
vide the Israelis and Palestinians the peace
and security that they need. I am very appre-
ciative that President Abbas shares that view.



And when Prime Minister Netanyahu was here
last week, I reiterated to him that the frame-
work that’s been provided by the roadmap is
one that they can advance the interests of Isra-
el, can advance the interests of the Palestinian
people, and can also advance the interests of
the United States.

We are a stalwart ally of Israel, and it is in our
interests to assure that Israel is safe and secure.
It is our belief that the best way to achieve that
is to create the conditions on the ground and set
the stage for a Palestinian state as well. And so
what I told Prime Minister Netanyahu was, is
that each party has obligations under the road-
map. On the Israeli side, those obligations in-
clude stopping settlements; they include mak-
ing sure that there is a viable potential Palestin-
ian state. On the Palestinian side, it’s going to
be important and necessary to continue to take
the security steps on the West Bank that Presi-
dent Abbas has already begun to take, working
with General Dayton. We've seen great prog-
ress in terms of security in the West Bank.
Those security steps need to continue because
Israel has to have some confidence that security
in the West Bank is in place in order for us to
advance this process.

And I also mentioned to President Abbas in a
frank exchange that it was very important to
continue to make progress in reducing the in-
citement and anti-Israel sentiments that are
sometimes expressed in schools and mosques
and in the public square, because all those
things are impediments to peace.

The final point that I made was the impor-
tance of all countries internationally, but partic-
ularly the Arab States, to be supportive of a two-
state solution. And we discussed how important
it is that the Arab States, building off of some of
the recognition of the possibilities of the two-
state solution that are contained in the Arab
Peace Initiative, continue to provide economic
support as well as political support to President
Abbas’s efforts as he moves the Palestinian Au-
thority forward, as he continues to initiate the
reforms that have taken place, and as he hope-
fully is going to be able to enter into construc-
tive talks with the Israelis.

So again, I want to thank President Abbas for
his visit and a very constructive conversation. I
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am confident that we can move this process for-
ward if all the parties are willing to take on the
responsibilities and meet the obligations that
they've already committed to and if they keep in
mind not just the short-term tactical issues that
are involved, but the long-term strategic inter-
ests of both the Israelis and the Palestinians to
live side by side in peace and security.

So thank you again, Mr. President, for being
here.

President Abbas. Thank you. Thank you very
much, Mr. President, for receiving us here at
the White House. We came here to tell you,
first of all, that we congratulate you for the con-
fidence that was expressed by the American
people in electing you the President of the
United States. And we wish you all success in
your mission.

Mr. President, you refer to the international
commitment as the—stipulated in the roadmap.
I would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm
to you that we are fully committed to all of our
obligations under the roadmap, from the A to
the Z. And we believe, like you, Mr. President,
that carrying out the obligations of all parties
under the roadmap will be the only way to
achieve the durable, comprehensive, and just
peace that we need and desire in the Middle
East.

Mr. President, I believe that the entire Arab
world and the Islamic world, they are all com-
mitted to peace. We've seen that through the
Arab League peace initiative that simply talks
about land for peace as a principle. I believe
that if the Israelis would withdraw from all oc-
cupied Palestinian, Syrian, and Lebanese land,
the Arab world will be ready to have normal re-
lationships with the State of Israel.

On our part, we are carrying our security and
responsibility in the West Bank, and have law
and order in that areas under our control be-
cause we believe that it is in our interest to have
security. It’s in the interest of stability in the re-
gion. And, here, I would like to pay tribute and
thank you to General Dayton and all those who
work with him in helping and supporting and
training our security organizations to carry out
their duties and responsibilities.

Mr. President, I believe that time is of the es-
sence. We should capitalize on every minute
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and every hour in order to move the peace
process forward, in order to cement this pro-
cess, in order to achieve the agreement that
would lead to peace.

Thank you very much.

President Obama. Thank you. We got time
for a couple questions.

Julianna [Julianna Goldman, Bloomberg].

The President’s Upcoming Visit to Saudi Ara-
bia/Saudi Arabia-U.S. Relations/Energy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I'm going to
ask you a question about your trip next week to
Riyadh. Reducing U.S. dependence on foreign
oil is the cornerstone of your energy policy.
And when you meet with Riyadh’s King Abdal-
lah next week, what message will you take to
him about U.S. energy policy, oil prices, out-
put quotes, and the like?

President Obama. Well, you know, Saudi
Arabia has been an important strategic partner
in providing us with our critical energy needs.
We appreciate that. It’s a commercial relation-
ship as well as a strategic relationship. And I
don’t think that it’s in Saudi Arabia’s interests
or our interests to have a situation in which
our economy is dependent on, or better yet, is
disrupted constantly by huge spikes in energy
prices. And it’s in nobody’s interest, interna-
tionally, for us to continue to be so heavily de-
pendent on fossil fuels that we continue to cre-
ate the greenhouse gases that threaten the
planet.

So in those discussions, I'll be very honest
with King Abdallah, with whom T've devel-
oped a good relationship, indicating to him
that we're not going to be eliminating our
need for oil imports in the immediate future;
that’s not our goal. What our goal has to be is
to advance the clean energy solutions in this
country that can strengthen our economy, put
people back to work, diversify our energy
sources.

And, you know, interestingly enough, you're
seeing the Saudis make significant investments
both in their own country and outside of their
country in clean energy, as well, because I
think they recognize that we’ve got finite—we
have a finite supply of oil. There are going to
be a whole host of countries like China and In-
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dia that have huge populations, need to devel-
op rapidly.

If everybody is dependent solely on oil as
opposed to energy sources like wind and solar,
if we are not able to figure out ways to seques-
ter carbon—and that would allow us to use
coal in a nonpolluting way—if we don’t diver-
sify our energy sources, then all of us are going
to be in trouble. And so I don’t think that will
be a difficult conversation to have.

Yes, sir.

Middle East Peace Process

[At this point, a reporter asked a question in
Arabic, and no translation was provided. The
reporter then asked a question in English, as

follows.]

Q. And, Mr. President, what if Israel keeps
declining to accept the two-state solution and
to freeze the settlement activities, how will the
U.S.—would intervene in the peace process?

President Obama. Well, T think it’s impor-
tant not to assume the worst, but to assume
the best. And in my conversations with Prime
Minister Netanyahu, I was very clear about the
need to stop settlements; to make sure that we
are stopping the building of outposts; to work
with the Palestinian Authority in order to alle-
viate some of the pressures that the Palestin-
ian people are under in terms of travel and
commerce, so that we can initiate some of the
economic development plans that Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu himself has said are so impor-
tant on the ground.

And that conversation only took place last
week. I think that we don’t have a moment to
lose, but I also don’t make decisions based on
just a conversation that we had last week, be-
cause, obviously, Prime Minister Netanyahu
has to work through these issues in his own
Government, in his own coalition, just as Pres-
ident Abbas has a whole host of issues that he
has to deal with.

But I'm confident that if Israel looks long
term—Ilooks at its long-term strategic inter-
ests, then it will recognize that a two-state so-
lution is in the interests of the Israeli people as
well as the Palestinians. And, certainly, that’s
how the United States views our long-term



strategic interests: a situation in which the Pal-
estinians can prosper, they can start businesses;
they can educate their children; they can send
them to college; they can prosper economically.
That kind of situation is good for Israel’s securi-
ty. And I am confident that the majority of the
Israeli people would see that as well.

Now, obviously, the Israelis have good reason
to be concerned about security, and that’s why
it’s important that we continue to make prog-
ress on the security issues that so often end up
disrupting peace talks between the two parties.

[An English translation for the question asked
in Arabic was provided by the interpreter, as

follows.]

Interpreter. The other question was to Presi-
dent Abbas.

President Abbas, you've met with President
Obama, and perhaps you shared some of your
ideas about permanent status resolution. What
was in these ideas, and what kind of appropriate
mechanism that you have discussed to realize
them and carry them out?

President Abbas. We have shared some ideas
with the President, but all of them basically are
embodied in the roadmap and the Arab League
initiative, without any change, without any
modification.

Regarding the mechanism to carry it out, of
course, there is a mechanism through the Quar-
tet as well as the followup committee from the
Arab nations. Such a proposal will need to be
looked at, studied; then we’ll see where to go
from here.

President Obama. Christi [Christi Parsons,
Los Angeles Times].

The President’s Upcoming Visit to the Middle
East/Middle East Peace Process

Q. Do you plan to unveil any part or all of
your proposal for Mideast peace when you're
speaking in Cairo next week, or is it some other
message you intend to deliver?

President Obama. 1 want to use the occasion
to deliver a broader message about how the
United States can change for the better its rela-
tionship with the Muslim world. That will re-
quire, I think, a recognition on both the part of
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the United States as well as many majority Mus-
lim countries about each other, a better sense of
understanding and, I think, the possibilities of
achieving common ground.

I want to emphasize the importance of Mus-
lim Americans in the United States and the tre-
mendous contributions they make, something
that, I think, oftentimes, is missed in some of
these discussions. But, certainly, the issue of
Middle East peace is something that is going to
need to be addressed. It is a critical factor in the
minds of many Arabs in countries throughout
the region and beyond the region. And I think
that it’s—it would be inappropriate for me not
to discuss those. I'm not going to give you a pre-
view right now, Christi, but it’s something that
we’ll certainly discuss.

One thing that I didn’t mention earlier that I
want to say I very much appreciate is that Presi-
dent Abbas, I think, has been in—under enor-
mous pressure to bring about some sort of unity
government and to negotiate with Hamas. And
I am very impressed and appreciative of Presi-
dent Abbas’s willingness to steadfastly insist
that any unity government would have to recog-
nize the principles that have been laid out by
the Quartet.

In the absence of a recognition of Israel and
a commitment to peace and a commitment to
previous agreements that have already been
made, it would be very hard to see any possibili-
ty of peace over the long term. And so I want to
publicly commend President Abbas for taking
that position, because I think it's a position
that’s in the interest of the Palestinian people,
in the interests of peace in the region, and it’s
something that the United States very much
agrees with.

Middle East Peace Process

[A reporter asked two questions in Arabic, and
no translation was provided. The reporter then
asked a question in English, as follows.]

Q. Mr. President, if I may, President Bush
hoped that he would have a Palestinian state by
the time he leaves office. It didn’t happen. Do
you have a time frame when this Palestinian
state is going to happen? Are you—are we talk-
ing about a timetable for negotiation?
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[An English translation for the questions asked
in Arabic was provided by the interpreter, as

follows.]

Interpreter. The first question to President
Abbas: Mr. President, did you receive any kind
of clear-cut commitments from President
Obama, or any pledges that would help you to
strengthen your hands when you are dealing
with the Palestinian public and opposition
among Palestinians that this peace process ac-
tivities could be viable and could be actually
productive?

And the second question was, did President
Obama ask you to have a meeting with Prime
Minister Netanyahu?

President Abbas. President Obama basically
talked and reaffirmed the international com-
mitments that we all agreed to, and they are all
embodied in the roadmap. He talked about
the necessity to have two states; he talked
about the importance of stopping settlement
activities; and he also talked about the impor-
tance of achieving peace through negotiating
all permanent status issues.

Obviously, without discussing and negotiat-
ing permanent status issues there will be no
progress. We know that all the six issues of
permanent status were discussed with the pre-
vious Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. Olmert, and
what it—is needed right now is to resume the
discussions with the current Israeli Govern-
ment.

President Obama. And in terms of a timeta-
ble, T have not put forward a specific timeta-
ble. But let me just point out, when I was cam-
paigning for this office, I said that one of the
mistakes I would not make is to wait until the
end of my first term, or the end of my second
term, before we’ve moved on this issue aggres-
sively. And we’ve been true to that commit-
ment.

From the first week that I arrived in this of-
fice, I've insisted that this is a critical issue to
deal with, in part because it is in the United
States interest to achieve peace. The absence
of peace between Palestinians and Israelis is a
impediment to a whole host of other areas of
increased cooperation and more stable securi-
ty for people in the region, as well as the Unit-
ed States. And so I want to see progress made,
and we will work very aggressively to achieve
it.

I don’t want to put an artificial timetable,
but I do share President Abbas’s feelings, and
I believe that many Israelis share the same
view that time is of the essence, that we can’t
continue with a drift, with the increased fear
and resentments on both sides, the sense of
hopelessness around the situation that we've
seen for many years now. We need to get this
thing back on track. And I will do everything I
can, and my administration will do everything
I can. My special envoy, George Mitchell, is
working as diligently as he can, as is my entire
national security team, to make sure that we
jump-start this process and get it moving
again.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu of Israel; Lt. Gen. Keith W.
Dayton, USA, U.S. security coordinator to Is-
rael and the Palestinian Authority; King Ab-
dallah bin Abd al-Aziz Saud of Saudi Arabia;
and U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace
George ]. Mitchell. President Abbas referred
to former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Is-
rael. President Abbas and some reporters
spoke in Arabic, and their remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Beverly Hills,

California
May 27, 2009

The President. It's good to be back in L.A.
Everybody, have a seat, have a seat. Who
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knows the score? [Laughter] Lakers by
one—what is it, third quarter? All right, well,
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