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not only deepening its own isolation, it’s also
inviting stronger international pressure. That’s
evident overnight, as Russia and China as well
as our traditional allies of South Korea and Ja-
pan have all come to the same conclusion:
North Korea will not find security and respect
through threats and illegal weapons.

And we will work with our friends and allies
to stand up to this behavior, and we will redou-
ble our efforts toward a more robust interna-

tional nonproliferation regime that all coun-
tries have responsibilities to meet. In this ef-
fort, the United States will never waiver from
our determination to protect our people and
the peace and security of the world.

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Situation in North Korea
May 25, 2009

Today North Korea said that it has conduct-
ed a nuclear test in violation of international
law. It appears to also have attempted a short-
range missile launch. These actions, while not
a surprise given its statements and actions to
date, are a matter of grave concern to all na-
tions. North Korea’s attempts to develop nu-
clear weapons, as well as its ballistic missile
program, constitute a threat to international
peace and security.

By acting in blatant defiance of the United
Nations Security Council, North Korea is di-
rectly and recklessly challenging the interna-

tional community. North Korea’s behavior in-
creases tensions and undermines stability in
Northeast Asia. Such provocations will only
serve to deepen North Korea’s isolation. It will
not find international acceptance unless it
abandons its pursuit of weapons of mass de-
struction and their means of delivery.

The danger posed by North Korea’s threat-
ening activities warrants action by the interna-
tional community. We have been and will con-
tinue working with our allies and partners in
the six-party talks as well as other members of
the U.N. Security Council in the days ahead.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
May 25, 2009

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you.
Thank you, Admiral Mullen, for that generous
introduction and for your sterling service to
our country. To members of our Armed Forc-
es, to our veterans, to honored guests, and
families of the fallen: I am deeply honored to
be with you on Memorial Day.

Thank you to the superintendent, John
Metzler, Jr., who cares for these grounds just
as his father did before him. To the 3d Infan-
try Regiment who, regardless of weather or
hour, guard the sanctity of this hallowed
ground with the reverence it deserves, we are
grateful to you. To servicemembers from ev-
ery branch of the military who, each Memorial
Day, place an American flag before every sin-
gle stone in this cemetery, we thank you as

well. We are indebted to all who tend to this
sacred place. 

Here lie Presidents and privates, Supreme
Court Justices and slaves, generals familiar to
history and unknown soldiers known only to
God.

A few moments ago, I laid a wreath at their
tomb to pay tribute to all who have given their
lives for this country. As a nation, we have
gathered here to repeat this ritual in moments
of peace, when we pay our respects to the fall-
en and give thanks for their sacrifice. And
we’ve gathered here in moments of war, when
the somber notes of “Taps” echo through the
trees and fresh grief lingers in the air.

Today is one of those moments where we
pay tribute to those who forged our history,
but hold closely the memory of those so
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