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that so many Americans found themselves root-
ing for this extraordinary team. As Americans,
we know a little something about being under-
dogs. We know a little something about coming
together when times are tough. And like this
team, we remember a simple truth, which is
that we rise and fall together, and no one indi-
vidual is bigger than the team. 

So, Phillies, congratulations not only for a
great season but doing it the right way. And,
Manager——

Charlie Manuel. Thank you.

The President. ——great job. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. on
the South Portico at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Vice President Joe Biden;
David Plouffe, senior adviser, AKPD Message
and Media; and Cole Hamels and Brad Lidge,
pitchers, Chase Utley, Jimmy Rollins, and Ryan
Howard, infielders, Charlie Manuel, manager,
and Shane Victorino, outfielder, Philadelphia
Phillies.

Statement on Military Commissions
May 15, 2009

Military commissions have a long tradition in
the United States. They are appropriate for try-
ing enemies who violate the laws of war, provid-
ed that they are properly structured and admin-
istered. In the past, I have supported the use of
military commissions as one avenue to try de-
tainees, in addition to prosecution in Article III
courts. In 2006, I voted in favor of the use of
military commissions. But I objected strongly to
the Military Commissions Act that was drafted
by the Bush administration and passed by Con-
gress because it failed to establish a legitimate
legal framework and undermined our capability
to ensure swift and certain justice against those
detainees that we were holding at the time. In-
deed, the system of military commissions at
Guantanamo Bay had only succeeded in prose-
cuting three suspected terrorists in more than 7
years.

Today the Department of Defense will be
seeking additional continuances in several
pending military commission proceedings. We
will seek more time to allow us time to reform
the military commission process. The Secretary
of Defense will notify the Congress of several

changes to the rules governing the commis-
sions. The rule changes will ensure that: First,
statements that have been obtained from de-
tainees using cruel, inhuman, and degrading in-
terrogation methods will no longer be admitted
as evidence at trial; second, the use of hearsay
will be limited, so that the burden will no longer
be on the party who objects to hearsay to dis-
prove its reliability; third, the accused will have
greater latitude in selecting their counsel;
fourth, basic protections will be provided for
those who refuse to testify; and fifth, military
commission judges may establish the jurisdic-
tion of their own courts. 

These reforms will begin to restore the com-
missions as a legitimate forum for prosecution,
while bringing them in line with the rule of law.
In addition, we will work with the Congress on
additional reforms that will permit commissions
to prosecute terrorists effectively and be an ave-
nue, along with Federal prosecutions in Article
III courts, for administering justice. This is the
best way to protect our country, while uphold-
ing our deeply held values.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 16, 2009

Good morning. Over the past few months, as
we’ve put in place a plan to speed our economic
recovery, I’ve spoken repeatedly of the need to
lay a new foundation for lasting prosperity, a

foundation that will support good jobs and ris-
ing incomes, a foundation for economic growth
where we no longer rely on excessive debt and
reckless risk, but instead rely on skilled workers
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