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that so many Americans found themselves root-
ing for this extraordinary team. As Americans,
we know a little something about being under-
dogs. We know a little something about coming
together when times are tough. And like this
team, we remember a simple truth, which is
that we rise and fall together, and no one indi-
vidual is bigger than the team. 

So, Phillies, congratulations not only for a
great season but doing it the right way. And,
Manager——

Charlie Manuel. Thank you.

The President. ——great job. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. on
the South Portico at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Vice President Joe Biden;
David Plouffe, senior adviser, AKPD Message
and Media; and Cole Hamels and Brad Lidge,
pitchers, Chase Utley, Jimmy Rollins, and Ryan
Howard, infielders, Charlie Manuel, manager,
and Shane Victorino, outfielder, Philadelphia
Phillies.

Statement on Military Commissions
May 15, 2009

Military commissions have a long tradition in
the United States. They are appropriate for try-
ing enemies who violate the laws of war, provid-
ed that they are properly structured and admin-
istered. In the past, I have supported the use of
military commissions as one avenue to try de-
tainees, in addition to prosecution in Article III
courts. In 2006, I voted in favor of the use of
military commissions. But I objected strongly to
the Military Commissions Act that was drafted
by the Bush administration and passed by Con-
gress because it failed to establish a legitimate
legal framework and undermined our capability
to ensure swift and certain justice against those
detainees that we were holding at the time. In-
deed, the system of military commissions at
Guantanamo Bay had only succeeded in prose-
cuting three suspected terrorists in more than 7
years.

Today the Department of Defense will be
seeking additional continuances in several
pending military commission proceedings. We
will seek more time to allow us time to reform
the military commission process. The Secretary
of Defense will notify the Congress of several

changes to the rules governing the commis-
sions. The rule changes will ensure that: First,
statements that have been obtained from de-
tainees using cruel, inhuman, and degrading in-
terrogation methods will no longer be admitted
as evidence at trial; second, the use of hearsay
will be limited, so that the burden will no longer
be on the party who objects to hearsay to dis-
prove its reliability; third, the accused will have
greater latitude in selecting their counsel;
fourth, basic protections will be provided for
those who refuse to testify; and fifth, military
commission judges may establish the jurisdic-
tion of their own courts. 

These reforms will begin to restore the com-
missions as a legitimate forum for prosecution,
while bringing them in line with the rule of law.
In addition, we will work with the Congress on
additional reforms that will permit commissions
to prosecute terrorists effectively and be an ave-
nue, along with Federal prosecutions in Article
III courts, for administering justice. This is the
best way to protect our country, while uphold-
ing our deeply held values.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 16, 2009

Good morning. Over the past few months, as
we’ve put in place a plan to speed our economic
recovery, I’ve spoken repeatedly of the need to
lay a new foundation for lasting prosperity, a

foundation that will support good jobs and ris-
ing incomes, a foundation for economic growth
where we no longer rely on excessive debt and
reckless risk, but instead rely on skilled workers



May 16 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009

656

and sound investments to lead the world in the
industries of the 21st century.

Two pillars of this new foundation are clean
energy and health care. And while there re-
mains a great deal of difficult work ahead, I’m
heartened by what we’ve seen these past few
days: a willingness of those with different
points of view and disparate interests to come
together around common goals, to embrace a
shared sense of responsibility and make histor-
ic progress.

Chairman Henry Waxman and members of
the Energy and Commerce Committee
brought together stakeholders from all corners
of the country and every sector of our econo-
my to reach a historic agreement on compre-
hensive energy legislation. It’s another promis-
ing sign of progress, as longtime opponents are
sitting together at the same table to help solve
one of America’s most serious challenges.

For the first time, utility companies and
corporate leaders are joining rather than op-
posing environmental advocates and labor
leaders to create a new system of clean energy
initiatives that will help unleash a new era of
growth and prosperity.

It’s a plan that will finally reduce our dan-
gerous dependence on foreign oil and cap the
carbon pollution that threatens our health and
our climate. Most important, it’s a plan that
will trigger the creation of millions of new jobs
for Americans, who will produce the wind tur-
bines and solar panels and develop the alterna-
tive fuels to power the future. Because this we
know: The nation that leads in 21st century
clean energy is the nation that will lead the
21st century global economy. America can and
must be that nation, and this agreement is a
major step toward this goal.

But we know that our families, our econo-
my, and our Nation itself will not succeed in
the 21st century if we continue to be held
down by the weight of rapidly rising health
care costs and a broken health care system.
That’s why I met with representatives of insur-
ance and drug companies, doctors and hospi-
tals, and labor unions who are pledging to do
their part to reduce health care costs. These
are some of the groups who’ve been among
the fiercest critics of past comprehensive

health care reform plans. But today, they too
are recognizing that we must act. Our busi-
nesses will not be able to compete, our fami-
lies will not be able to save or spend, our bud-
gets will remain unsustainable, unless we get
health care costs under control.

These groups have pledged to do their part
to reduce the annual health care spending
growth rate by 1.5 percentage points. Coupled
with comprehensive reform, their efforts
could help to save our Nation more than $2
trillion in the next 10 years and save hard-
working families $2,500 each in those coming
years.

This week, I also invited Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi, Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, and other congressional leaders to the
White House to discuss comprehensive health
reform legislation. The House is working to
pass a bill by the end of July, before they head
out for their August recess. That’s the kind of
urgency and determination we need to achieve
comprehensive reform by the end of this year.
And the reductions in spending the health
care community has pledged will help make
this reform possible.

I’ve always believed that it is better to talk
than not to talk, that it’s far more productive to
reach over a divide than to shake your fists
across it. This has been an alien notion in
Washington for far too long, but we’re seeing
that the ways of Washington are beginning to
change. For the calling of this moment is too
loud and too urgent to ignore. Our success as a
nation, the future of our children and grand-
children depend upon our willingness to cast
aside old arguments, overcome stubborn divi-
sions, and march forward as one people and
one nation.

This is how progress has always been made.
This is how a new foundation will be built. We
cannot assume that interests will always align
or that fragile partnerships will not fray. There
will be setbacks; there will be difficult days.
But we’re off to a good start. And I am confi-
dent that we will, in the weeks, months, and
years ahead, build on what we’ve already
achieved and lay this foundation, which will
not only bring about prosperity for this gener-
ation, but for generations to come.
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Thanks so much.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on May 15 in the Library at

the White House for broadcast on May 16. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 15 but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on May 16.

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of Governor Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., To
Be Ambassador to China
May 16, 2009

The President. Good morning, everybody. I
am here to announce today the distinguished
public servant I’m appointing as our Nation’s
new Ambassador to the People’s Republic of
China. I’m making this appointment mindful of
its extraordinary significance. Given the
breadth of issues at stake in our relationship
with China, this ambassadorship is as important
as any in the world, because the United States
will best be able to deal effectively with global
challenges in the 21st century by working in
concert with China. 

Now, there are few countries in the world
with a past so rich or a future so full of possibili-
ty as China. With a vast population, a growing
economy, and far-reaching influence, China
will have a crucial role in confronting all the
major challenges that face Asia and the world in
the years ahead. 

And that’s why we’re working with the Gov-
ernment of China to stem the financial crisis
that’s devastated economies around the world
and help lay a foundation for sustainable growth
and lasting prosperity on both sides of the Pacif-
ic. That’s why I’ve spoken with Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao about a number of regional
threats, including the situations in North Korea
and Pakistan. And that’s why we will continue
working together with China on a whole host of
global challenges, ranging from energy and cli-
mate change to public health, from nuclear
nonproliferation to terrorism and violent ex-
tremism. 

I believe there’s much to be gained from a
closer, working relationship with China. But im-
proved relations with China will require candor
and open discussion about those issues where
we don’t always agree, such as human rights and
democracy and free speech. And it will require

that each of our nations play by the rules in
open and honest competition. 

And that’s why this ambassadorship takes on
such importance. I can think of no one better
suited to take on this assignment than the Gov-
ernor of the great State of Utah, Jon Huntsman.

When I asked Jon to accept this critical post,
I knew it would require a sacrifice on the part of
his family, and I want to thank Mary Kaye and
all of their children for making this possible. I
knew it would require a sacrifice from Jon, who
will be giving up a seat as a popular Governor,
having just been reelected to a second term.
And I hope the good people of Utah will forgive
me and understand how proud they should be
of their Governor for his willingness to answer
his Nation’s call. 

Finally, I knew that because Jon is not only a
Republican, but a Republican who cochaired
my opponent’s campaign for the Presidency,
this wouldn’t be the easiest decision to explain
to some members of his party.

But here’s what I also know: I know that Jon
is the kind of leader who always puts country
ahead of party, is always willing to sacrifice on
behalf of our Nation. That’s what Jon has always
done. Throughout his career, Jon has shown a
willingness to move beyond the old ideologies
and stale debates that all too often bring prog-
ress to a standstill. Time and again, he’s brought
people together across party lines to overcome
our common challenges and to move our Na-
tion forward. 

What Jon brings to this post isn’t just a
steadfast commitment to advancing the
interests of the American people; it’s a lifetime
of knowledge and experience that will help
advance this important partnership. Jon brings
to this post experience as a former Ambassador
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