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And so I have said before, and I will repeat
again, that my administration is going to seek to
work with Congress to execute serious entitle-
ment reform that preserves a safety net for our
seniors, for people with disabilities, but also
puts it on a firmer, stable footing so that peo-
ple’s retirements are going to be secure not just
for this generation or—but also for the next
generation. 

And that’s going to be hard work. It’s going to
require some tough choices, but I’m going to
need support of the American people to get that
done. That’s part of what this administration is

about: Let’s make the tough choices now so that
we’ve got a better future for America.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. Thank
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at Rio
Rancho High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Chris Lardner, homemaker, who in-
troduced the President, her husband Scott
Gardner, owner, Rocky Mountain Stone, Inc.,
and their daughters Danielle and Caitlin; Reps.
Ben R. Lujan, Martin Heinrich, and Harry
Teague; Mayor Martin J. Chavez of Albuquer-
que, NM; and Chip Reid, CBS News reporter.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Burma
May 14, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. I have sent
the enclosed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, stating that the Burma emergency
is to continue for 1 year beyond May 20, 2009. 

The crisis between the United States and
Burma arising from the actions and policies of
the Government of Burma, including its engag-
ing in large-scale repression of the democratic
opposition in Burma that led to the declaration
of a national emergency in Executive Order
13047 of May 20, 1997, as modified in scope
and relied upon for additional steps taken in
Executive Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Execu-

tive Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, and Ex-
ecutive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, has not
been resolved. These actions and policies are
hostile to U.S. interests and pose a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
with respect to Burma and maintain in force the
sanctions against Burma to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 14, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 15. The notice of
May 14 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks Honoring the 2008 World Series Champion Philadelphia Phillies
May 15, 2009

The President. Thank you. Everybody, please
have a seat. Welcome to the White House, and
congratulations to the world champion Phila-
delphia Phillies. 

We originally planned to do this last month,
but we postponed it after the loss of the legend-
ary voice so familiar to any sports fan, the Hall
of Fame announcer, the great Harry Kalas.
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