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Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Sharon Arnold, president, Scott and
Sharon Arnold’s Contracting Company, Inc.;
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and Maureen Pike, registered nurse, Calais Re-
gional Hospital, who introduced the President.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting on the Global Influenza Outbreak

May 8, 2009

Hello, everybody. Hola. Thank you. Please,
everybody have a seat. Muchas gracias. Thank
you very much. Now, please, everybody have a
seat. Now, I don’t want to take up too much
time. I just wanted to stop by and let you know
how important I think this is.

Obviously, all of us are concerned about the
health of our families and our children. And our
experience with the HIN1 virus over the last
couple of weeks is a sobering reminder of how
vital it is that we all recognize we're all in this
together. We're one country; we're one com-
munity. When one person gets sick, that has the
potential of making us all sick. And when we
help to make everybody well—one person well,
then everybody has the potential to get well.
We can’t be divided by communities.

And that means that Government at every
level has to make sure that good information is
getting out to every part of the broader Ameri-
can community. And that’s part of the reason
why we wanted to do this today. It’s our first
step in making sure that whenever we have a
public health issue that has to be addressed,
that everybody is on the same page.

So I want to ensure everybody that we're see-
ing that the virus may not have been as virulent
as we at first feared, but we’re not out of the
woods yet, and we still have to take precautions.
Many of you are community leaders; obviously,
those who are viewing this on television are go-
ing to be able to give information to your
friends and family about washing your hands,
about covering your mouths, staying home if
you're sick, keeping children home from school
if they’re sick. That kind of commonsense ap-
proach can make all the difference in the world.

And so I just want to thank the Center for
Disease Control. They've been vigilant on this
issue. They believe that we’re going to have to

keep on taking some precautions, and we may
have to prepare for even worse flu season some-
time in the fall. This HIN1 flu, obviously, has
hit Mexico much more badly than it’s hit us so
far. And T've been working very closely—I
spoke to President Calderon last weekend to
ensure that we were providing Mexico with the
assistance that it needed, because one of the
things that we have to understand is public
health issues like this—not only is it important
for all communities within the United States to
be working together, it’s also important to be
working internationally together.

So I'm very proud of this first White House
town hall meeting conducted entirely in Span-
ish. I am grateful—except for my part. [Laugh-
ter] You know, I'm kind of messing up the
whole thing. [Laughter] I'm grateful for Univi-
sion for hosting us, and I'm happy to see that
we've got officials from many different depart-
ments, including my Secretary of Labor, Hilda
Solis.

So I want to let you continue with your con-
versation. I hope you've learned something.
Please ask questions—these folks are extraordi-
narily well informed—and then distribute the
information that you've learned from this town
hall throughout your communities. And this is
just the first of many, I hope, mechanisms for
outreach that will improve the quality of service
that the White House provides to the American
people.

So muchas gracias. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:24 p.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.
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