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our future in jeopardy. And today we’ve taken
an important step, albeit just a first step, to-
wards building this kind of government, not
just for this generation of Americans, but for
the sake of generations to come.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:42 a.m. in
the Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Peter R. Orszag, Director, and
Robert L. Nabors, Deputy Director, Office of
Management and Budget.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey V.
Lavrov of Russia
May 7, 2009

President Obama. I just want to make a
brief statement. I just had an excellent conver-
sation with Minister Lavrov. He and Secretary
Clinton and the rest of our foreign policy
teams have been meeting throughout the day.
This caps off many of these conversations, all
in preparation for a visit that President Med-
vedev and I have discussed to take place some-
time this summer.

As I’ve said before, I think we have an ex-
cellent opportunity to reset the relationship
between the United States and Russia on a
whole host of issues, from nuclear weapons
and nuclear proliferation, the situation in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, how we approach
Iran, how we approach the Middle East, com-
mercial ties between the two countries, and
how we address the financial crisis that has put
such a strain on the economies of all countries
around the world.

And President Medvedev has an excellent
representative in Minister Lavrov. We very
much appreciate his strong work in trying to
move the relationship forward, and I am hope-
ful that the meetings that we’ve had so far and

the meetings that we expect to have through-
out the course of this year will be of mutual
benefit to both countries.

So thank you very much for taking the time.
Foreign Minister Lavrov. Thank you, Mr.

President. And I just would like briefly to reit-
erate that we are indeed working very hard on
developing the documents which you and
President Medvedev authorized us to do when
you met in London. I think we work in a very
pragmatic, businesslike way on the basis of the
common interest whenever our positions coin-
cide and on the basis of respect to each other
whenever we have disagreements, trying to
narrow those disagreements for the benefit of
our countries and the international stability.

And I can convey to you once again that
President Medvedev is really looking forward
to meeting you in Moscow this July.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions of the Government of Syria
May 7, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency,
unless, prior to the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the Feder-

al Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency
with respect to the actions of the Government
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