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our future in jeopardy. And today we’ve taken
an important step, albeit just a first step, to-
wards building this kind of government, not
just for this generation of Americans, but for
the sake of generations to come.

Thank you, everybody.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:42 a.m. in
the Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Peter R. Orszag, Director, and
Robert L. Nabors, Deputy Director, Office of
Management and Budget.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey V.

Lavrov of Russia
May 7, 2009

President Obama. 1 just want to make a
brief statement. I just had an excellent conver-
sation with Minister Lavrov. He and Secretary
Clinton and the rest of our foreign policy
teams have been meeting throughout the day.
This caps off many of these conversations, all
in preparation for a visit that President Med-
vedev and I have discussed to take place some-
time this summer.

As T've said before, I think we have an ex-
cellent opportunity to reset the relationship
between the United States and Russia on a
whole host of issues, from nuclear weapons
and nuclear proliferation, the situation in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, how we approach
Iran, how we approach the Middle East, com-
mercial ties between the two countries, and
how we address the financial crisis that has put
such a strain on the economies of all countries
around the world.

And President Medvedev has an excellent
representative in Minister Lavrov. We very
much appreciate his strong work in trying to
move the relationship forward, and T am hope-
ful that the meetings that we’ve had so far and

the meetings that we expect to have through-
out the course of this year will be of mutual
benefit to both countries.

So thank you very much for taking the time.

Foreign Minister Lavrov. Thank you, Mr.
President. And I just would like briefly to reit-
erate that we are indeed working very hard on
developing the documents which you and
President Medvedev authorized us to do when
you met in London. I think we work in a very
pragmatic, businesslike way on the basis of the
common interest whenever our positions coin-
cide and on the basis of respect to each other
whenever we have disagreements, trying to
narrow those disagreements for the benefit of
our countries and the international stability.

And I can convey to you once again that
President Medvedev is really looking forward
to meeting you in Moscow this July.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions of the Government of Syria

May 7, 2009
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency,
unless, prior to the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the Feder-
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al Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency
with respect to the actions of the Government



of Syria declared in Executive Order 13338 of
May 11, 2004, and relied upon for additional
steps taken in Executive Order 13399 of April
25, 2006, and Executive Order 13460 of Febru-
ary 13, 2008, is to continue in effect beyond
May 11, 2009.

The actions of the Government of Syria in
supporting terrorism, pursuing weapons of
mass destruction and missile programs, and un-
dermining U.S. and international efforts with
respect to the stabilization and reconstruction
of Iraq pose a continuing unusual and extraordi-
nary threat to the national security, foreign poli-
cy, and economy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
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to continue in effect the national emergency
declared with respect to this threat and to main-
tain in force the sanctions to address this na-
tional emergency.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 7, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 8. The notice of
May 7 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Budget of the United States

Government for Fiscal Year 2010
May 7, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

I have the honor to transmit to you the Bud-
get of the United States Government for Fiscal
Year 2010.

In my February 26th budget overview, A
New Era of Responsibility: Renewing America’s
Promise, I provided a broad outline of how our
Nation came to this moment of economic, fi-
nancial, and fiscal crisis; and how my Adminis-
tration plans to move this economy from reces-
sion to recovery and lay a new foundation for
long-term economic growth and prosperity.
This Budget fills out this picture by providing
full programmatic details and proposing appro-
priations language and other required informa-
tion for the Congress to put these plans fully in-
to effect.

Specifically, this Budget details the pillars of
the stable and broad economic growth we seek:
making long overdue investments and reforms
in education so that every child can compete in
the global economy, undertaking health care re-
form so that we can control costs while boosting
coverage and quality, and investing in renew-
able sources of energy so that we can reduce
our dependence on foreign oil and become the
world leader in the new clean energy economy.

Fiscal discipline is another critical pillar in
this economic foundation. My Administration
came into office facing a budget deficit of $1.3
trillion for this year alone, and the cost of con-
fronting the recession and financial crisis has
been high. While these are extraordinary times
that have demanded extraordinary responses, it
is impossible to put our Nation on a course for
long-term growth without beginning to rein in
unsustainable deficits and debt. We no longer
can afford to tolerate investments in programs
that are outdated, duplicative, ineffective, or
wasteful.

That is why the Budget I am sending to you
includes a separate volume of terminations, re-
ductions, and savings that my Administration
has identified since we sent the budget over-
view to you 10 weeks ago. In it, we identify pro-
grams that do not accomplish the goals set for
them, do not do so efficiently, or do a job al-
ready done by another initiative. Overall, we
have targeted more than 100 programs that
should be ended or substantially changed,
moves that will save nearly $17 billion next year
alone.

These efforts are just the next phase of a
larger and longer effort needed to change how
Washington does business and put our fiscal
house in order. To that end, the Budget
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