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running. I look forward to working with her in
the years to come.

Now, when I chose Gary Locke for my
Commerce Secretary, I mentioned his own re-
markable story. More than 100 years ago,
Gary’s grandfather left China on a steamship
bound for America and found work as a do-
mestic servant in Washington State. He raised
a son, Gary’s father Jimmy, who would go on
to fight in World War II, return home and
open a grocery store, and later raise a family of
his own.

Gary worked his way through Yale with the
help of scholarships and student loans, earned
his law degree, and returned to Washington
State to devote his life to public service. And
when he took the oath of office as Governor of
Washington, he did so in the State capitol
building not 1 mile from the home where his
grandfather worked as a servant all those years
ago. And that’s how I know Gary shares my
deep, abiding belief in the American Dream,
because he’s lived it too. 

He’s since proceeded to honor the family’s
legacy with years of distinguished service as
one of the Nation’s most able and forward-
thinking Governors. He worked to promote
economic development and attract businesses
to Washington that would create the jobs of
the 21st century, jobs in science and technolo-
gy, agriculture and clean energy. And I’m
proud of what he and his team at the Depart-
ment of Commerce are doing to help create
conditions in which our workers can prosper,
our businesses can compete and thrive, and
our economy can grow. 

I want to thank his lovely wife, Mona, their
adorable children, Emily, Dylan, and Made-
line, for being here—thank you, guys—and for
the sacrifices they’ve made to send Gary from
one Washington to another, especially Emily,
because I know it’s harder when you’re older.
[Laughter] And I’m grateful to Gary for his
service, because I know how hard it is to be
away from your family.

And my Cabinet is now full of energetic in-
novators like Kathleen and Gary, a team of
leaders who push the envelope every day be-
cause they know that whether the wind is in
our face or at our backs, America does not set-
tle; we always march forward. I am thrilled to
have them by my side as we continue the work
of turning our economy around and laying a
new foundation for growth that delivers on the
change the American people asked for and the
promise of a new and better day ahead.

So with that, I’m going to turn it over to an-
other extraordinary member of my team, my
Vice President, Joe Biden, to administer the
oaths. 

Joe.
Vice President Joe Biden. Thank you, Mr.

President.

[At this point, the Vice President administered
the oath.] 

The President. Thank you, everybody. Have
a great weekend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet A. Napolitano. 

Statement on World Press Freedom Day
May 1, 2009

World Press Freedom Day is annually ob-
served on May 3 to remind us all of the vital
importance of this core freedom. It is a day in
which we celebrate the indispensable role
played by journalists in exposing abuses of
power, while we sound the alarm about the
growing number of journalists silenced by

death or jail as they attempt to bring daily
news to the public.

Although World Press Freedom Day has
only been celebrated since 1993, its roots run
deep in the international community. In 1948,
as people across the globe emerged from the
horrors of the Second World War, nations saw
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fit to enshrine in the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights the fundamental principle that
everyone “has the right to freedom of opinion
and expression; this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers.”

Even as the world recognizes the central and
indisputable importance of press freedom, jour-
nalists find themselves in frequent peril. Since
this day was first celebrated some 16 years ago,
692 journalists have been killed. Only a third of
those deaths were linked to the dangers of cov-
ering war; the majority of victims were local re-
porters covering topics such as crime, corrup-
tion, and national security in their home coun-
tries. Adding to this tragic figure are the hun-
dreds more each year who face intimidation,
censorship, and arbitrary arrest, guilty of noth-
ing more than a passion for truth and a tena-
cious belief that a free society depends on an in-
formed citizenry. In every corner of the globe,

there are journalists in jail or being actively ha-
rassed, from Azerbaijan to Zimbabwe, Burma to
Uzbekistan, Cuba to Eritrea. Emblematic ex-
amples of this distressing reality are figures like
J.S. Tissainayagam in Sri Lanka or Shi Tao and
Hu Jia in China. We are also especially con-
cerned about the citizens from our own country
currently under detention abroad, individuals
such as Roxana Saberi in Iran and Euna Lee
and Laura Ling in North Korea.

Today I lend my voice of support and admi-
ration to all those brave men and women of the
press who labor to expose truth and enhance ac-
countability around the world. In so doing, I re-
call the words of Thomas Jefferson: “The basis
of our governments being the opinion of the
people, the very first object should be to keep
that right; and were it left to me to decide
whether we should have a government without
newspapers or newspapers without a govern-
ment, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer
the latter.”

The President’s Weekly Address
May 2, 2009

Over the last week, my administration has
taken several precautions to address the chal-
lenge posed by the 2009 H1N1 flu virus. Today
I’d like to take a few minutes to explain why.

This is a new strain of the flu virus, and be-
cause we haven’t developed an immunity to it, it
has more potential to cause us harm. Unlike the
various strains of animal flu that have emerged
in the past, it’s a flu that’s spreading from hu-
man to human. This creates the potential for a
pandemic, which is why we are acting quickly
and aggressively.

This H1N1 flu has had its biggest impact in
Mexico, where it’s claimed a number of lives
and infected hundreds more. Thus far, the
strain in this country, that has infected people
in at least 19 States, has not been as potent or as
deadly. We can’t know for certain why that is,
which is why we are taking all necessary precau-
tions in the event that the virus does turn into
something worse.

This is also why the Centers for Disease Con-
trol has recommended that schools and child-
care facilities with confirmed cases of the virus

close for up to 14 days. This is why we urge em-
ployers to allow infected employees to take as
many sick days as necessary. If more schools are
forced to close, we’ve also recommended that
both parents and businesses think about contin-
gency plans if children do have to stay home.
We’ve asked every American to take the same
steps you would take to prevent any other flu:
keep your hands washed, cover your mouth
when you cough, stay home from work if you’re
sick, and keep your children home from school
if they’re sick.

The White House has launched pages in
Facebook, MySpace, and Twitter to support the
ongoing efforts by the CDC to update the pub-
lic as quickly and effectively as possible. And as
our scientists and researchers learn more infor-
mation about this virus every day, the guidance
we offer will likely change. What will not
change is the fact that we’ll be making every
recommendation based on the best science pos-
sible.

We will also continue investing in every re-
source necessary to treat this virus and prevent
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