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And as Secretary Gates has said, every dollar
that’s wasted because of inappropriate no-bid
contracts and waste and abuse, that’s a dollar
that could be going to help our—protect our
troops, advance our national security, keep the
American people safe.

These four leaders have put together a pro-
curement reform package that is long overdue.
They've shown extraordinary courage and ex-
traordinary leadership in moving it forward.
It’s fully bipartisan. It has the support of the
Department of Defense, and it has my full
support.

And so I'm eager to get this legislation on
my desk before Memorial Day, so that we can
start getting on track to spending all our mon-
ey wisely, not just in the Defense Department,
but as I've said, if we can crack this nut, as
tough as it is, it gives us further momentum to
continue to make the changes in our budget
that can start assuring taxpayers that their
money is being well spent. And in the process,

it means that we’re going to be spending our
money in ways that are more likely to keep the
American people safe.

So T just want to thank these legislators.
They have the full support of the White House
moving forward. And as part of this, I also just
want to mention I think that Secretary Gates
has done a tremendous job with the budget
that he’s crafted going forward in reflecting
some of the same principles, that we spend
our money where it’s needed based on nation-
al security interests and not based on politics.
And I'm going to be urging everybody to take a
hard, close look at the reforms that Secretary
Gates has proposed. I think it’s part and parcel
of the overall attempt at gaining efficiency and
improving out national security.

So thank you, gentlemen, for the great work
you're doing. Okay, thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.
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The President. Thank you. It’s good weather
for a race, it’s not too hot.

Thank you, Secretary Gates, for your intro-
duction and, more importantly, for the ex-
traordinary job that you are doing as our Sec-
retary of Defense. I want to thank Secretary
Shinseki, who served our country with extraor-
dinary valor and courage, who was wounded in
Vietnam, and who’s leading our efforts to cre-
ate a 21st century VA.

And T want to thank my friend, Tammy
Duckworth, who lost her legs in Iraq and nev-
er stopped serving her country when she came
home. I got to know Tammy in my home State
of Minois, and I know that she is going to be a
great Assistant Secretary of the VA. And
thanks to all of those at Walter Reed and Na-
tional Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, the
VA, and the Pentagon who have joined us to-
day—and for all that you do for our wounded
warriors. Welcome to the White House.

There are heroes among us today, men and
women who served their country without fal-
ter, without fail; men and women who selfless-
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ly risked their lives on behalf of others, so that
others might live. Soldiers like Sergeant Jere-
miah Church, who was shot while defending
his unit from an ambush in Iraq, but kept
fighting until he lost consciousness. Soldiers
like Sergeant First Class Rashe Hall, who, de-
spite being badly wounded by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade, repeatedly charged a Taliban
ambush in Afghanistan so that his men might
get to safety, then returned to give them first
aid before receiving his own.

And soldiers like Staff Sergeant Dillon Behr
from my home State of Illinois. While in Af-
ghanistan last year, his unit came under heavy
fire. Despite sustaining not one, but two life-
threatening injuries, he held his position and
fought for 6% hours until he could no longer
hold a weapon, all so that American and Af-
ghan troops might move to safety. Today, he’s
undergoing rehab at Walter Reed, and he’s go-
ing to college as he pursues the next chapter in
his life of service.

These men served with extraordinary brav-
ery. They saved lives. And these men were



awarded the Silver Star for Valor. They were
there for their brothers and sisters in the Unit-
ed States Armed Forces no matter what, and
that’s the idea behind the Soldier Ride we're
kicking off today.

Now, like a lot of great ideas, this one was
conceived in a bar. [Laughter] A young bar-
tender on Long Island named Chris Carney be-
gan talking about biking across the country to
raise funds and awareness for returning troops
and wounded warriors. And his boss said to
him, “If you don’t do it, I'll find somebody who
will.”

So Chris hopped on his bike for what became
the first annual Soldier Ride. The next year, a
couple of wounded warriors joined him, a year
later, even more. Civilians started to ride along.
Grateful Americans began lining the streets to
cheer and show their support. More rides were
added, and more money was raised.

And 5 years after that first ride, I'm honored
to have 40 wounded warriors gathered here on
the South Lawn to kick off the third annual
“White House to the Lighthouse” challenge.
Over the next 3 days, these men and women,
along with family and supporters, will ride from
here to Annapolis on bicycles and in wheel-
chairs, raising money and awareness for others
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan with seri-
ous injuries.

Now, keep in mind that today’s riders once
faced down the possibility that they might never
have an active lifestyle again. Some are missing
limbs, coping with nerve damage, living with
traumatic brain injury or blindness. Some have
endured painful rehabilitation, some still are,
and some have battles yet to come.

And, these wounded warriors didn’t get to
choose the direction their lives would take the
instant they were injured. But now they choose
to prove that life after injury isn’t about what
you can’t do, it’s about what you can. They
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choose to keep their faith with the future. They
choose to keep fighting for their brothers and
sisters and show them that they’re not alone.

We also remember that so many are support-
ed by spouses and children, parents and siblings
who suffered the absence of a loved one and
then stood by their side through their recovery.
These military families are heroes too. And they
are a top priority of Michelle and me, and they
will always have our support.

To anyone who’s along their route this week-
end, I ask you to go out there and cheer, salute,
say thank you. And we’ll do our part to support
our troops, their families, and all who have
worn the uniform of the United States of Amer-
ica, because when it comes to their service and
sacrifice, warm words and gestures are more
than warranted, but they’re not nearly enough.

Our veterans deserve the care they were
promised and the benefits that they have
earned. And as long as I'm Commander in
Chief, that's what theyll get. Just as these
wounded warriors are there for one another,
this country is going to be there for them.

And now I'm going to blow a horn and get
this thing started. So who has got the horn?

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinse-
ki. Right here, Mr. President.

The President. Oh, this is the official horn?

Secretary Shinseki. Hair trigger, white but-
ton.

The President. Hair trigger, white but-
ton—all right. [Laughter] Everybody—let’s
make sure everybody is lined up properly. Ev-
erybody all set? I don’t want to catch anybody
off guard here.

All right, on your mark, get set, go.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-

marks, he referred to Chris Carney, founder,
Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride.
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Today, under the leadership of Representatives
Barney Frank, Carolyn Maloney, and Luis Guti-

errez, members of both parties in the House of
Representatives came together to protect
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