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Statement on the Election of Matthew S. “Scott” Murphy to the United
States House of Representatives
April 24, 2009

I want to extend my heartfelt congratula-
tions to Congressman-elect Scott Murphy for
his victory in New York’s 20th Congressional
District. With this hard-fought win, Scott has
shown he is willing to fight the tough battles
on behalf of the people in his district.

As a candidate, Scott courageously champi-
oned the economic plans we need to lift our

Nation and put it on a better path, and he will
continue to do so in Congress. With his proven
record of creating high-paying jobs and stand-
ing up for upstate New York, Scott will bring
to the Nation’s Capitol the change New York-
ers need.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 25, 2009

Good morning. Over the last 3 months, my
administration has taken aggressive action to
confront a historic economic crisis. As we do
everything that we can to create jobs and get
our economy moving, we’re also building a
new foundation for lasting prosperity, a foun-
dation that invests in quality education, lowers
health care costs, and develops new sources of
energy powered by new jobs and industries.

One of the pillars of that foundation must
be fiscal discipline. We came into office facing
a budget deficit of $1.3 trillion for this year
alone, and the cost of confronting our econom-
ic crisis is high. But we can’t settle for a future
of rising deficits and debt that our children
can’t pay. All across America, families are
tightening their belts and making hard choic-
es. Now, Washington must show that same
sense of responsibility. That’s why we’ve iden-
tified $2 trillion in deficit reductions over the
next decade, while taking on the special inter-
est spending that doesn’t advance the peoples’
interests.

But we must also recognize that we cannot
meet the challenges of today with old habits
and stale thinking. So much of our Govern-
ment was built to deal with different challeng-
es from a different era. Too often, the result is
wasteful spending, bloated programs, and in-
efficient results. It’s time to fundamentally
change the way that we do business in Wash-
ington. To help build a new foundation for the
21st century, we need to reform our Govern-

ment so that it is more efficient, more trans-
parent, and more creative. That will demand
new thinking and a new sense of responsibility
for every dollar that is spent.

Earlier this week, I held my first Cabinet
meeting and sent a clear message: Cut what
doesn’t work. Already, we’ve identified sub-
stantial savings. And in the days and weeks
ahead, we will continue going through the
budget line by line, and we’ll identify more
than 100 programs that will be cut or eliminat-
ed.

But we can’t stop there. We need to go fur-
ther, and we need an all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach to reforming Government. That’s why
I’m announcing several steps that my adminis-
tration will take in the weeks ahead to restore
fiscal discipline while making our Government
work better.

First, we need to adhere to the basic princi-
ple that new tax or entitlement policies should
be paid for. This principle, known as pay-go,
helped transform large deficits into surpluses
in the 1990s. Now we must restore that sense
of fiscal discipline. And that’s why I’m calling
for Congress to pass pay-go legislation like a
bill that will be introduced by Congressman
Baron Hill, so that Government acts the same
way any responsible family does in setting its
budget.

Second, we’ll create new incentives to re-
duce wasteful spending and to invest in what
works. We don’t want agencies to protect
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bloated budgets; we want them to promote ef-
fective programs. So the idea is simple: Agen-
cies that identify savings will get to keep a por-
tion of those savings to invest in programs that
work. The result will be a smaller budget and a
more effective Government.

Third, we’ll look for ideas from the bottom
up. After all, Americans across the country
know that the best ideas often come from work-
ers, not just management. And that’s why we’ll
establish a process through which every Gov-
ernment worker can submit their ideas for how
their agency can save money and perform bet-
ter. We’ll put the suggestions that work into
practice. And later this year, I will meet with
those who come up with the best ideas to hear
firsthand about how they would make your
Government more efficient and effective.

And finally, we will reach beyond the halls of
Government. Many businesses have innovative
ways of using technology to save money, and
many experts have new ideas to make Govern-
ment work more efficiently. Government can,

and must, learn from them. So later this year,
we will host a forum on reforming Government
for the 21st century, so that we’re also guided
by voices that come from outside of Washing-
ton. 

We can’t sustain deficits that mortgage our
children’s future, nor tolerate wasteful ineffi-
ciency. Government has a responsibility to
spend the peoples’ money wisely and to serve
the people effectively. I will work every single
day that I am President to live up to that re-
sponsibility and to transform our Government
so that it is held to a higher standard of perfor-
mance on behalf of the American people. 

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:15 p.m. on April 24 in the Blue Room
at the White House for broadcast on April 25.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 24 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on April 25. 

Remarks at the National Academy of Sciences
April 27, 2009

Well, thank you so much for the wonderful
welcome. To President Cicerone, thank you
very much for your leadership and for hosting
us today. To John Holdren, thanks, John, for
the outstanding work that you are doing.

I was just informed backstage that Ralph and
John both are 1965 graduates of MIT, same
class. And so I’m not sure this is the perfectly
prescribed scientific method, but they’re sort of
a control group—[laughter]—who ages faster:
The President’s science adviser or the president
of the academy? [Laughter] And we’ll check in,
in a couple of years. But it is wonderful to see
them. 

To all of you, to my Cabinet Secretaries and
team who are here, thank you. It is a great priv-
ilege to address the distinguished members of
the National Academy of Sciences, as well as
the leaders of the National Academy of Engi-
neering and the Institute of Medicine who’ve
gathered here this morning.

And I’d like to begin today with a story of a
previous visitor who also addressed this august

body. In April of 1921, Albert Einstein visited
the United States for the first time. And his in-
ternational credibility was growing as scientists
around the world began to understand and ac-
cept the vast implications of his theories of spe-
cial and general relativity. And he attended this
annual meeting, and after sitting through a se-
ries of long speeches by others, he reportedly
said, “I have just got a new theory of eternity.”
[Laughter] So I will do my best to heed this
cautionary tale. [Laughter]

The very founding of this institution stands as
a testament to the restless curiosity, the bound-
less hope so essential not just to the scientific
enterprise, but to this experiment we call Amer-
ica. A few months after a devastating defeat at
Fredericksburg, before Gettysburg would be
won, before Richmond would fall, before the
fate of the Union would be at all certain, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln signed into law an act
creating the National Academy of Sciences, in
the midst of civil war. 
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