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Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of
China
April 21, 2009 

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of section
1512 of the Strom Thurmond National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999
(Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify to the
Congress that the export of one continuous
mixer to be used to manufacture conductive
polymer compounds to be further processed
to make circuit protection devices, one jet mill
to be used for particle size reduction of pig-
ments and other powder products for cosmetic
formulations, and one filament winding cell to

be used to manufacture fiberglass assembly
shelter poles for use in tents and shelters is not
detrimental to the U.S. space launch industry,
and that the material and equipment, includ-
ing any indirect technical benefit that could be
derived from these exports, will not measur-
ably improve the missile or space launch capa-
bilities of the People’s Republic of China.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
April 21, 2009.

Remarks at Trinity Structural Towers Manufacturing Plant in Newton, Iowa
April 22, 2009

Thank you so much. Thank you, Rich, for
the great introduction. Thank you very much.
Please, everybody have a seat.

It is good to be back in Newton, and it’s a
privilege to be here at Trinity Structural Tow-
ers. I’ve got a couple of special thank yous that
I want to make, because I’ve got a lot of old
friends, not old in years, but been friends for a
long time now. First of all, your outstanding
Governor, Chet Culver, please give him a big
round of applause. His wonderful wife, Mari, I
see over here. She’s not on the card, but—[ap-
plause]. My outstanding Secretary of Agricul-
ture, who I plucked from Iowa, Tom Vilsack,
and his wonderful wife Christie Vilsack. We’ve
got the attorney general of Iowa, one of my co-
chairs when I ran in the Iowa caucus and no-
body could pronounce my name, Tom Miller;
my other cochair, Mike Fitzgerald, treasurer
of Iowa. We got the Iowa Secretary of State,
Mike Mauro—there he is. We’ve got your out-
standing Member of Congress who’s working
hard for Newton all the time, Leonard Bo-
swell; and your own pride of Newton, Mayor
Chaz Allen. There he is, back there. It’s good
to see you again, Chaz.

It is terrific to be here, and by the way, I’ve
got a whole bunch of folks here who were ac-

tive in the campaign, and precinct captains.
And I just want to thank all of them for show-
ing up, and to all the great workers who are
here at this plant, thank you.

I just had a terrific tour of the facility led by
several of the workers and managers who op-
erate this plant. It wasn’t too long ago, as Rich
said, that Maytag closed its operations in New-
ton. And hundreds of jobs were lost. These
floors were dark and silent. The only signs of a
once thriving enterprise were the cement
markings where the equipment had been be-
fore they were boxed up and carted away.

Look at what we see here today. This facility
is alive again with new industry. This commu-
nity is still going through some tough times. If
you talk to your neighbors and friends, I know
they—the community still hasn’t fully recov-
ered from the loss of Maytag. Not everybody’s
been rehired. But more than 100 people will
now be employed at this plant, maybe more, if
we keep on moving. Many of the same folks
who had lost their jobs when Maytag shut its
doors now are finding once again their ability
to make great products.

Now, obviously, things aren’t exactly the
same as they were with Maytag, because now
you’re using the materials behind me to build
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