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taken steps to ensure that the actions de-
scribed within them never take place again. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Attorney
General Eric H. Holder, Jr.; and Director of
National Intelligence Dennis C. Blair.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Felipe de Jesus Calderon
Hinojosa of Mexico in Mexico City
April 16, 2009

Good evening. Thank you very much. Let
me begin by expressing my deepest thanks to
President Calderon and Mrs. Zavala for their
gracious welcome, and thank you for the spec-
tacular setting. I can’t imagine a more magnifi-
cent evening. This is my first trip as President
to Mexico, and it’s one that I will always re-
member fondly for the hospitality and the
warmth that has been provided to me during
my brief visit.

Now, earlier today we conducted a series of
productive meetings on a whole host of chal-
lenges and opportunities that we face jointly.
We spoke about our deep economic ties, re-
flecting the $1 billion of trade that crosses our
borders every day. And we discussed steps that
we can take together, both bilaterally and in a
global setting, to advance opportunity and
prosperity in our two countries and across the
Americas.

We spoke about the deep ties between our
peoples, and what steps can be made to meet
our immigration challenge. That involves pass-
ing comprehensive immigration reform in the
United States, which I am committed to doing,
and it involves making certain that we are pro-
moting increased opportunity here in Mexico.

We spoke about our obligation to take steps
to build clean energy together that can power
our economies and beat back climate change
in future centuries. And of course, we spoke
about the grave dangers that the drug cartels
are presenting to both our nations, that are
threatening innocent men and women and
children on both sides of our borders, and our
shared determination to put an end to these
drug wars.

These are some of the critical challenges
that we face as a result of a border we share.
But what makes us good neighbors is not that
our interests are always aligned, that we will

agree on everything. In our long and interwo-
ven history, we haven’t always been on the
same side of every issue, and there is no doubt
that in the future there will be differences
once again. What makes us good neighbors is a
simple truth that our people share so much
more than common challenges and common
interests. We also share values and ideals. We
are both a people who know the meaning of
hard work, a people who know what it means
to struggle and to sacrifice on behalf of our
children and our grandchildren, people who
know that strength comes from faith and from
family, people who have known hardship and
trial and persevered in the face of great odds.

That’s the story of the separate struggles for
independence that have made our nations who
we are, struggles that are forged on this conti-
nent, two adjoining nations founded on a set of
shared values that our democracy is not simply
a gift from a previous generation, but a re-
sponsibility for each generation to protect and
to pass on to the next. We both understand
that no one, whether through influence of pol-
itics, the power of money, or the fear of force,
is above the law, and that we are—every one
of us—equal, endowed with the basic human
rights that spring not from our laws but from
our Maker.

Each of our nations was formed out of this
sense that a state has no greater responsibility
than to uphold the essential dignity of its citi-
zens. That was the promise of my country’s
struggle for independence. That was the
promise of Mexico’s struggle for indepen-
dence. That was the promise of American in-
dependence. It’s a promise advanced by Hi-
dalgo as well as Washington, by Lincoln but al-
so by Juarez, and a promise that now falls on
all of us to advance in our own time.
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More than 60 years ago, at a moment when
our world was consumed with war, one of my
predecessors came here to Mexico to reaffirm
the relationship between our two nations. In a
speech to the people of Mexico, Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt said: “[Our] peoples are finding
that they have common aspirations. They can
work together for a common objective. Let us
never lose hold of that truth.”

That was President Roosevelt’s message
then; that is my message now. And I’m confi-
dent that if we continue to draw strength from
our common aspirations and purpose from our
common objectives, if we continue to act, as we
have during this visit, in a spirit of mutual re-
sponsibility, mutual respect, and mutual inter-
est, then that is a truth that we will uphold to-
gether in the months and years to come.

And I am so pleased that I have such an out-
standing partner as President Calderon, some-
body who has shown his courage and his brav-
ery, and somebody who’s shown that he com-
bines a sense of principle with a sense of practi-
cality; somebody who I know wants to be a
partner with me as we strengthen our partner-
ship and we make certain that the children of
Mexico and the children of the United States
are both seeing a future that’s more prosperous
and more hopeful than the ones that have come
before.

So thank you very much, everybody. And let
me please make a toast to my host.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. at the
Museo Nacional de Antropologia. In his re-
marks, he referred to Margarita Esther Zavala
Gomez del Campo, wife of President Calderon.

Remarks to the Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
April 17, 2009

Good evening. I am honored to join you here
today, and I want to thank Prime Minister Man-
ning, the people of Trinidad and Tobago for
their generosity in hosting the fifth Summit of
the Americas. And I want to extend my greet-
ings to all the heads of state, many of who I am
meeting for the first time. All of us are extraor-
dinarily excited to have this opportunity to visit
this wonderful country, and as somebody who
grew up on an island, I can tell you I feel right
at home. 

It’s appropriate and important that we hold
this summit in the Caribbean. The energy, the
dynamism, the diversity of the Caribbean peo-
ple inspires us all and are such an important
part of what we share in common as a hemi-
sphere. 

I think everybody recognizes that we come
together at a critical moment for the people of
the Americas. Our well-being has been set back
by a historic economic crisis. Our safety is en-
dangered by a broad range of threats. But this
peril can be eclipsed by the promise of a new
prosperity and personal security and the protec-
tion of liberty and justice for all the people of
our hemisphere. That’s the future that we can

build together, but only if we move forward
with a new sense of partnership. 

All of us must now renew the common stake
that we have in one another. I know the promis-
es of partnership have gone unfulfilled in the
past and that trust has to be earned over time.
While the United States has done much to pro-
mote peace and prosperity in the hemisphere,
we have at times been disengaged, and at times
we sought to dictate our terms. But I pledge to
you that we seek an equal partnership. There’s
no—[applause]—there is no senior partner and
junior partner in our relations; there is simply
engagement based on mutual respect and com-
mon interests and shared values. So I’m here to
launch a new chapter of engagement that will
be sustained throughout my administration. 

Now, to move forward, we cannot let our-
selves be prisoners of past disagreements. I am
very grateful that President Ortega—[ap-
plause]—I’m grateful that President Ortega did
not blame me for things that happened when I
was 3 months old. [Laughter] Too often, an op-
portunity to build a fresh partnership of the
Americas has been undermined by stale de-
bates. And we’ve heard all these arguments be-
fore, these debates that would have us make a
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