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Dr. Jill Biden, admire and are deeply grateful to
each and every one of them.

I call on all Americans to keep military chil-
dren in their thoughts and prayers and to do
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their part to reach out to and support them and
their families.

NoTE: The statement referred to Jill Biden,
wife of Vice President Joe Biden.

Memorandum on Promoting Democracy and Human Rights in Cuba

April 13, 2009

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of
Commerce

Subject: Promoting Democracy and Human
Rights in Cuba

The promotion of democracy and human
rights in Cuba is in the national interest of the
United States and is a key component of this
Nation’s foreign policy in the Americas. Mea-
sures that decrease dependency of the Cuban
people on the Castro regime and that promote
contacts between Cuban-Americans and their
relatives in Cuba are means to encourage posi-
tive change in Cuba. The United States can
pursue these goals by facilitating greater con-
tact between separated family members in the
United States and Cuba and increasing the flow
of remittances and information to the Cuban
people.

To pursue those ends, I direct the Secretary
of the Treasury and the Secretary of Com-
merce, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, to take such actions as necessary to:

(a) Lift restrictions on travel-related transac-
tions for visits to a person’s family member who
is a national of Cuba by authorizing such trans-
actions by a general license that shall:

¢ Define family members who may be visit-
ed to be persons within three degrees of
family relationship (e.g., second cousins)
and to allow individuals who share a com-
mon dwelling as a family with an autho-
rized traveler to accompany them;

¢ Remove limitations on the frequency of
Visits;

e Remove limitations on the duration of a
visit;

* Authorize expenditure amounts that are
the same as non-family travel; and

* Remove the 44-pound limitation on ac-

companied baggage.

(b) Remove restrictions on remittances to a
person’s family member in Cuba by:

* Authorizing remittances to individuals
within three degrees of family relation-
ship (e.g., second cousins) provided that
no remittances shall be authorized to cur-
rently prohibited members of the Govern-
ment of Cuba or currently prohibited
members of the Cuban Communist Party;
Removing limits on frequency of remit-
tances;

* Removing limits on the amount of remit-
tances;

* Authorizing travelers to carry up to $3,000
in remittances; and

* Establishing general license for banks and
other depository institutions to forward
remittances.

(c) Authorize U.S. telecommunications net-
work providers to enter into agreements to es-
tablish fiber-optic cable and satellite telecom-
munications facilities linking the United States
and Cuba.

(d) License U.S. telecommunications service
providers to enter into and operate under roam-
ing service agreements with Cuba’s telecommu-
nications service providers.

(e) License U.S. satellite radio and satellite
television service providers to engage in trans-
actions necessary to provide services to custom-
ers in Cuba.

(f) License persons subject to U.S. jurisdic-
tion to activate and pay U.S. and third-country
service providers for telecommunications,
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satellite radio, and satellite television services
provided to individuals in Cuba, except certain
senior Communist Party and Cuban govern-
ment officials.

(g) Authorize, consistent with national secu-
rity concerns, the export or reexport to Cuba
of donated personal communications devices
such as mobile phone systems, computers and
software, and satellite receivers through a li-
cense exception.

(h) Expand the scope of humanitarian dona-
tions eligible for export through license excep-
tions by:

* Restoring clothing, personal hygiene
items, seeds, veterinary medicines and
supplies, fishing equipment and sup-
plies, and soap-making equipment to the
list of items eligible to be included in gift
parcel donations;

* Restoring items normally exchanged as
gifts by individuals in “usual and reason-
able” quantities to the list of items eligi-

Remarks on the National Economy
April 14, 2009

Thank you so much. It’s good to be back.
Thank you so much. Please, everybody, be
seated. Well, to President DeGioia, thank you
so much for the gracious introduction, and
thanks for bringing your family—including
J.T.—appreciate you. The—we're going to in-
vite him over, hang out with the girls. [Laugh-
ter] He’s a pretty good-looking young man.
[Laughter]

To Mayor Adrian Fenty, who’s doing such a
great job in this city, thank you so much for
your attendance. To Representative Donna
Edwards, who is here and represents Mary-
land’s Fourth District, thank you.

To Georgetown University students, it is
great to see you. [Applause] Thank you. Yes,
well, it is good to be back. I appeared in this
room during the campaign and had a wonder-
ful reception then, and it’s wonderful to be
back and be with all of you.

We're going to talk about the economy to-
day. And I was telling President DeGioia this
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ble to be included in gift parcel dona-
tions;

e Expanding the scope of eligible gift par-

cel donors to include any individual;

* Expanding the scope of eligible gift par-
cel donees to include individuals other
than Cuban Communist Party officials or
Cuban government officials already pro-
hibited from receiving gift parcels, or
charitable, educational, or religious orga-
nizations not administered or controlled
by the Cuban government; and

e Increasing the value limit on non-food
items to $800.

This memorandum is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, substan-
tive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers,
employees, or agents, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA

may be a slightly longer speech than I usually
give, but it’s a slightly bigger topic, and that is
how we are going to deal with so many of our
economic challenges.

You know, it’s been 12 weeks now since my
administration began. And I think that even
our critics would agree that at the very least,
we've been busy. [Laughter] In just under 3
months, we've responded to an extraordinary
set of economic challenges with extraordinary
action, action that’s been unprecedented both
in terms of its scale and its speed.

And I know that some have accused us of
taking on too much at once. Others believe we
haven’t done enough. And many Americans
are simply wondering how all of our different
programs and policies fit together in a single,
overarching strategy that will move this
economy from recession to recovery and,
ultimately, to prosperity.

So today I want to step back for a moment
and explain our strategy as clearly as I can.
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