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Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
April 13, 2009

Hello, everybody. That’s Malia, our techni-
cal adviser. [Laughter]

It is wonderful to see all of you today. Wel-
come. I hope everybody had a wonderful Eas-
ter. This is one of the greatest White House
traditions, because it reminds us that this is the
people’s house. And to see so many children
out here having a great time just fills Michelle
and myself and the entire family with a whole
lot of joy.

So I’m not really in charge here today. My
sole job, in addition to thanking Fergie for that

wonderful rendition of our national anthem
and thanking my buddy the Easter Bunny for
being here, is to introduce my First Lady, your
First Lady, Michelle Obama.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainer Stacy “Fer-
gie” Ferguson. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks at the Department of Transportation
April 13, 2009

Thank you, everybody. I hope everybody
had a wonderful Easter. I just came from the
Easter Egg Roll, and it was a spectacular out-
ing. All the kids were out there having fun, and
it reminds us of why we do the work we do.

Before I discuss the purpose of my visit to
the Department of Transportation today, I
want to take a moment to say how pleased I
am about the rescue of Captain Phillips and
his safe return to the USS Boxer this weekend.
His safety has been our principal concern, and
I know this came as a welcome relief to his
family and his crew.

I had a chance to talk to his wife yesterday
and, as she put it, she couldn’t imagine a bet-
ter Easter than seeing his safe return. And I’m
very proud of the efforts of the U.S. military
and many other departments and agencies that
worked tirelessly to resolve this situation. I
share our Nation’s admiration for Captain
Phillips’s courage and leadership and selfless
concern for his crew.

And I want to be very clear that we are re-
solved to halt the rise of privacy [piracy]* in
that region. And to achieve that goal we’re go-
ing to have to continue to work with our part-
ners to prevent future attacks, we have to con-
tinue to be prepared to confront them when

they arise, and we have to ensure that those
who commit acts of piracy are held account-
able for their crimes.

Now, as we work to ensure America’s safety
out on the seas, I want to discuss what we’re
doing to restore economic security here at
home to revitalize our Nation’s infrastructure
and create good jobs across America. It has
been nearly 3 months since I first took office,
and I think it’s fair to say that we’ve been busy.
Faced with an extraordinary economic crisis,
we’ve responded with extraordinary action, ac-
tion that’s both unprecedented in scale and
unprecedented in its speed.

We developed plans to stabilize our housing
market, to unfreeze our credit markets, and to
ensure the survival of our auto industry in this
new century. We passed a budget that cuts our
deficit in half while making investments to
spur long-term growth and lasting prosperity.
And because we know that people are hurting
right now, and we need to create jobs and get
money into people’s pockets right now, we
passed the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act, the most sweeping economic recov-
ery plan in history; a plan to save or create 3.5
million jobs, putting Americans back to work
doing the work America needs done, and to

 * White House correction.
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