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Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq in
Baghdad
April 7, 2009

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much. I’m just going to make a short state-
ment. I’ve just had very productive discussions
with Prime Minister Maliki. I’m glad that I
could come back to Iraq. It’s important for me
to speak directly to the Prime Minister, as well
as other Iraqi leaders. And it’s obviously a
great honor to pay tribute to our troops, our
diplomats, as well as Iraqis who have fought
side by side with Americans.

I’ve arrived in Baghdad a day after—around
the bombings that killed many innocent Iraqi
civilians. And our hearts go out to the victims
of this senseless violence, as well as their fami-
lies. But I remain convinced that our shared
resolve and commitment to progress is greater
than the obstacles that stand in our way.

But we should not be distracted, because
we have made enormous progress working
alongside the Iraqi Government over the last
few months. Overall, violence continues to be
down. There’s been movement on important
political questions. But we have been remind-
ed that there’s more work to do.

I communicated to the Prime Minister that
we are strongly committed to an Iraq that is
sovereign and stable and self-reliant. And as
Prime Minister Maliki was already aware, we
have committed ourselves to a strategy that
ensures a orderly, responsible transition from
U.S. and coalition security forces to Iraqi secu-
rity forces.

I’ve made it clear to my commanders that
we need to be flexible but focused on training
and equipping Iraqi security forces so that
they can take the lead in dealing with security
threats in their country. And the drawdown
that will take place will, ultimately, result in
the removal of all U.S. troops by 2011.

The second point of discussion was to indi-
cate that we strongly support political steps to
be taken to resolve differences between vari-
ous factions within Iraq and to ensure a more
peaceful and prosperous future.

Again, we’ve seen very good progress, but
going forward, it’s absolutely critical that all

Iraqis are fully integrated into the Govern-
ment and the security forces. We also want to
work with the Prime Minister to deliver basic
services to the Iraqi people, and I know that’s
something that he cares deeply about. And fi-
nally, we discussed how important it is to work
together to deal with some of the regional is-
sues that, ultimately, will be important to
Iraq’s security.

I just came from Turkey, for example,
which I think has been working much more ef-
fectively and cooperatively in dealing with is-
sues in northern Iraq. And we want to contin-
ue to foster good relations not just with Tur-
key, but with all of the countries in the region.

So as we carry out this strategy, we’ll be
working closely not only with the Prime Minis-
ter and his Government but also with Presi-
dent Talabani and all of the other key Govern-
ment leaders. We’ll do so in a spirit of partner-
ship. The U.S. pursues no claims on Iraqis’ ter-
ritory and resources. We respect Iraqi
sovereignty and the sacrifices that you have
made for your country. And we seek a full
transition to Iraqi responsibility for the securi-
ty and prosperity of the nation.

The American people, through its troops,
through civilians, have made enormous sacri-
fices here in Iraq. But they do so with the
knowledge that they have stood alongside the
Iraqi people in creating a more stable and
prosperous country. And they are proud of the
work that they’ve done, and I am proud and
speak for them when I say that we want to
continue to advance progress here in Iraq.
And I look forward to the partnership with the
Iraqi Government and the Iraqi people in
making this happen.

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you, Mr.
Obama. I welcome you in Iraq, that you—that
was a station after a very good trip for you. We
discussed a lot of things regarding fixing a lot
of the regional and international problems.
The discussion with Mr. Obama included a lot
of the bilateral issues that we insisted that he
should continue to include all type of areas
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like scientific, social, et cetera. And we also
committed to whatever had been achieved from
democracy and the SOFA agreement.

We also talked about that dialog should be
the only way to resolve any issue, whether it was
between the Iraqi society components or in the
region. We achieved a lot of things in Iraq now:
the democratic process; we commit to our Con-
stitution. We want to go forward to benefit the
country in this direction.

We assured the President that all the prog-
ress that was made in the security area will con-
tinue so we will be able to continue our building
effort, our progress in Iraq. Iraq that now is
based on increased security and increased sta-
bility, look forward to international companies
and to other countries to participate in investing
in the country. The partnerships that were cre-
ated and the agreements that were signed will

be the base for the cooperation to improve our
relationship.

I appreciate very much the call for dialog that
President Obama mentioned, especially be-
tween East and West, between Islam and
Christianity, and also work to solve the Palestin-
ian issue that will help reduce violence in the
area drastically. It will help in giving people
their rights, also produce peace that we’ve been
looking forward for a few years. We also thank
President Obama for his willingness to help in
the resolutions that were issued against Iraq in
the previous period.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:28 p.m. at
Camp Victory. Prime Minister Maliki spoke in
Arabic, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on the Home Mortgage Industry
April 9, 2009

All right. Well, thank you so much for taking
the time to join us. We are here with a wonder-
ful group of homeowners. And I think for so
many people around this country, the essence
of the American Dream is owning your own
home, being able to have that piece of property
that is yours, that allows you to raise your kids,
that represents your single biggest investment.
And obviously, one of the triggers of the finan-
cial crisis and now the economic crisis that
we’ve suffered is that because in some areas
housing got—housing values got way overheat-
ed, in some cases you had a lack of regulation
that allowed all sorts of complex financial in-
struments take advantage of homeowners. We
have seen a collapse in the housing market, a
precipitous drop in values, and that led to a lot
of the problems in the financial markets.

Here’s the good news. At the beginning of
this administration, we said we are—we were
going to tackle directly the problems that hom-
eowners were experiencing and figure out ways
in which we could provide them assistance in
reducing their interest rates, modifying their
loans so that they would be in a position to stay
in their homes and reduce their monthly pay-

ments. And around the table here you see some
wonderful families who have taken advantage of
what are now historically low mortgage rates,
brought about in part by some extraordinary ac-
tions by the Federal Reserve, but also brought
about by the housing plan that Tim Geithner
and Shaun Donovanhelped to design.

What you’ve seen now is rates are as low as
they’ve been since 1971. Three-quarters of the
American people get their mortgages through a
Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac qualified loan. And
as a consequence of us being able to reduce the
interest rates that are available, we have now
seen some extraordinary jumps in the rate of
mortgage refinancings. 

And everybody here represents families who
have saved hundreds of dollars a month, thou-
sands of dollars a year in some cases, and that’s
money directly in their pocket. More impor-
tantly, what it’s allowed them to do is to consoli-
date their loans in some cases, reduce the
length of their mortgages in other cases. It has
given them the kind of security and stability in
their mortgage payments that a lot more people
can take advantage of.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:45:54-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




