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thanking our troops, I also want to send a
strong message to our diplomatic corps and
our civilians that they’re going to be critical to
our success here.

We’ve made significant political progress.
You’ve seen a greater willingness on the part
of all the factions in Iraq to resolve their issues
politically and through nonviolent means. But
with the national elections coming up, many of
the unresolved issues may be brought to a
head. And it’s very important for us to use all
of our influence to encourage parties to re-
solve these issues in ways that are equitable
and fair. And I think that my presence here
can help do that.

Okay. Thank you, guys.
Not to mention, Chip [Chip Reid, CBS

News], I thought you guys hadn’t been on the
road long enough. [Laughter] I know that you

didn’t feel like going home. We had under-
worked you, so I figured one more stop.

Meeting With Iraqi Leaders

Q. Did you say you’re meeting with or talk-
ing to——

The President. I will be meeting with them
face to face.

Q. Face to face?
Q. Will that be here, Mr. President?
The President. Yes, in the near vicinity.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in Al
Faw Palace at Camp Victory. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. Raymond T. Odierno,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Forces—Iraq. Audio was not available for veri-
fication of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda
April 7, 2009 

This week marks the 15th commemoration
of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. It is a somber
occasion that causes us to reflect upon the
deaths of the more than 800,000 men, women,
and children who were killed simply because
of their ethnicity or their political beliefs. The
memory of these events also deepens our com-
mitment to act when faced with genocide and
to work with partners around the world to pre-
vent future atrocities. The figure of 800,000 is
so enormous, so daunting, that it runs the risk
of becoming a statistic. Today, we must re-
member that each of the 800,000 individuals
who died in 1994 had their own story, their

own family, and their own dreams. As we
mourn their senseless passing, we must also
acknowledge the courageous men and women
who survived the genocide and have since
demonstrated remarkable strength and gener-
osity in forgiving those who committed these
heinous acts. These individuals inspire us daily
by working to restore trust and rebuild hope in
Rwanda. The United States is committed to its
partnership with Rwanda and will continue to
support efforts to promote sustainable devel-
opment, respect for human rights, and lasting
peace in Rwanda.

Remarks to Military Personnel in Baghdad
April 7, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you, guys.
Hooah!

Audience members. Hooah!
The President. Let me say, Multi-National

Force—Iraq; Multi-National Corps—Iraq;
Multi-National Security Transition Com-
mand—Iraq; First Corps; America’s Corps

Band: Thanks to all of you. Listen, I am so
honored.

Audience member. We love you.
The President. I love you back. I am hon-

ored and grateful to be with all of you. And I’m
not going to talk long because I want to shake
as many hands as I can, and I’ve been talking
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