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thanking our troops, I also want to send a
strong message to our diplomatic corps and
our civilians that they’re going to be critical to
our success here.

We've made significant political progress.
You've seen a greater willingness on the part
of all the factions in Iraq to resolve their issues
politically and through nonviolent means. But
with the national elections coming up, many of
the unresolved issues may be brought to a
head. And it’s very important for us to use all
of our influence to encourage parties to re-
solve these issues in ways that are equitable
and fair. And I think that my presence here
can help do that.

Okay. Thank you, guys.

Not to mention, Chip [Chip Reid, CBS
News], I thought you guys hadn’t been on the
road long enough. [Laughter] I know that you

didn’t feel like going home. We had under-
worked you, so I figured one more stop.

Meeting With Iraqi Leaders

Q. Did you say you're meeting with or talk-
ing to

The President. 1 will be meeting with them
face to face.

Q. Face to face?

Q. Will that be here, Mr. President?

The President. Yes, in the near vicinity.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in Al
Faw Palace at Camp Victory. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. Raymond T. Odierno,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Forces—Iraq. Audio was not available for veri-
fication of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda
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This week marks the 15th commemoration
of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. It is a somber
occasion that causes us to reflect upon the
deaths of the more than 800,000 men, women,
and children who were killed simply because
of their ethnicity or their political beliefs. The
memory of these events also deepens our com-
mitment to act when faced with genocide and
to work with partners around the world to pre-
vent future atrocities. The figure of 800,000 is
so enormous, so daunting, that it runs the risk
of becoming a statistic. Today, we must re-
member that each of the 800,000 individuals
who died in 1994 had their own story, their

own family, and their own dreams. As we
mourn their senseless passing, we must also
acknowledge the courageous men and women
who survived the genocide and have since
demonstrated remarkable strength and gener-
osity in forgiving those who committed these
heinous acts. These individuals inspire us daily
by working to restore trust and rebuild hope in
Rwanda. The United States is committed to its
partnership with Rwanda and will continue to
support efforts to promote sustainable devel-
opment, respect for human rights, and lasting
peace in Rwanda.

Remarks to Military Personnel in Baghdad

April 7, 2009

The President. Thank you. Thank you, guys.
Hooah!

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. Let me say, Multi-National
Force—Iraq; Multi-National ~Corps—Iraq;
Multi-National = Security Transition Com-
mand—lraq; First Corps; America’s Corps
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Band: Thanks to all of you. Listen, I am so
honored.

Audience member. We love you.

The President. 1 love you back. I am hon-
ored and grateful to be with all of you. And I'm
not going to talk long because I want to shake
as many hands as I can, and I've been talking



all week. [Laughter] But there’s a couple of
things I want to say. Number one, thank you.

Audience member. You're welcome.

The President. You know, when I was at
Camp Lejeune, I spoke about what it means for
America to see our best and brightest, our finest
young men and women serve us. And what I
said then is something that I want to repeat to
you, which is: You have performed brilliantly in
every mission that has been given to you.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. Under enormous strain and
under enormous sacrifice, through controversy
and difficulty and politics, you've kept your eyes
focused on just doing your job. And because of
that, every mission that’s been assigned—from
getting rid of Saddam, to reducing violence, to
stabilizing the country, to facilitating elec-
tions—you have given Iraq the opportunity to
stand on its own as a democratic country. That
is an extraordinary achievement, and for that
you have the thanks of the American people.
That’s point number one.

Point number two is, this is going to be a crit-
ical period, these next 18 months. I was just dis-
cussing this with your commander, but I think
it’s something that all of you know. It is time for
us to transition to the Iragis. They need to take
responsibility for their country and for their
sovereignty, and in order for them to do that,
they have got to make political accommoda-
tions. They’re going to have to decide that they
want to resolve their differences through consti-
tutional means and legal means. They are going
to have to focus on providing government ser-
vices that encourage confidence among their
citizens.

All those things they have to do; we can’t do
it for them. But what we can do is make sure
that we are a stalwart partner, that we are work-
ing alongside them, that we are committed to
their success, that in terms of training their se-
curity forces, training their civilian forces in or-
der to achieve a more effective government,
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they know that they have a steady partner with
us.

And so just as we thank you for what you've
already accomplished, I want to say thank you
because you will be critical in terms of us being
able to make sure that Iraq is stable, that it is
not a safe haven for terrorists, that it is a good
neighbor and a good ally, and we can start
bringing our folks home. So now is not the time
to lose focus. We have to be even more focused
than we’ve been in order to achieve success.

The last point I want to make is, I know how
hard it’s been on a lot of you. You've been away
from your families, many of you for multiple ro-
tations. You've seen buddies of yours injured,
and you remember those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. There are probably some peo-
ple here who have seen children born and have
been missing watching them grow up. There
are many of you who have listened to your
spouse and the extraordinary sacrifices that they
have to make when you're gone.

And so I want you to know that Michelle and
myself are doing everything—[applause]—are
doing everything we can to provide additional
support for military families. The Federal bud-
get that I have introduced increases support for
military families. We are going to do everything
required to make sure that the commitment we
make to our veterans is met and that people
don’t have to fight for what they have earned as
a consequence of their service.

The main point I want to make is, we have
not forgotten what you have already done. We
are grateful for what you will do. And as long as
I am in the White House, you are going to get
the support that you need and the thanks that
you deserve from a grateful nation.

So thank you very much everybody. God
bless you. God bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:08 p.m. in Al
Faw Palace at Camp Victory.
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