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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Former President Vaclav Havel of the Czech

Republic in Prague
April 5, 2009

President Obama. 1 just want to say very
briefly before this brief visit that I was a fan of
Mr. Havel’s writings even before he ended up
leading, or helping to lead the liberation of this
extraordinary country. And so for me to be able
to spend some time with him and draw inspira-
tion from him is something that I very much ap-
preciate, and it’s a great way to cap off my visit
not just to the Czech Republic, but also my visit
to Europe.

Former President Havel. I'm grateful to the
President that he found time in his busy sched-
ule to receive me. And I'm his big admirer, and
I'm really glad that we could meet.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:47 p.m. at the
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Statement on the Situation in North Korea

April 5, 2009

North Korea’s development and proliferation
of ballistic missile technology pose a threat to
the Northeast Asian region and to international
peace and security. The launch today of a Ta-
epodong-2 missile was a clear violation of Unit-
ed Nations Security Council Resolution 1718,
which expressly prohibits North Korea from
conducting ballistic missile-related activities of
any kind. With this provocative act, North Ko-
rea has ignored its international obligations, re-
jected unequivocal calls for restraint, and fur-
ther isolated itself from the community of na-
tions.

We will immediately consult with our allies
in the region, including Japan and the Republic
of Korea and members of the U.N. Security
Council, to bring this matter before the Coun-
cil. T urge North Korea to abide fully by the res-

olutions of the U.N. Security Council and to re-
frain from further provocative actions.

Preventing the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and their means of delivery is
a high priority for my administration. The Unit-
ed States is fully committed to maintaining se-
curity and stability in Northeast Asia, and we
will continue working for the verifiable denu-
clearization of the Korean Peninsula through
the six-party talks. The six-party talks provide
the forum for achieving denuclearization, re-
ducing tensions, and for resolving other issues
of concern between North Korea, its four
neighbors, and the United States. North Korea
has a pathway to acceptance in the international
community, but it will not find that acceptance
unless it abandons its pursuit of weapons of
mass destruction and abides by its international
obligations and commitments.

Joint Statement by the United States and the European Council on the North

Korean Launch
April 5, 2009

The launch of a missile by North Korea de-
fies UN Security Council resolutions and harms
peace and stability in northeast Asia. We call on

North Korea to honor its commitment to aban-
don all nuclear weapons programs, to abide by
recognized norms of international relations, and
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