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The President’s Weekly Address
April 4, 2009

In this new century, we live in a world that’s
grown smaller and more interconnected than at
any time in history. Threats to our Nation’s se-
curity and economy can no longer be kept at
bay by oceans or by borders drawn on maps.
The terrorists who struck our country on 9/11
plotted in Hamburg, trained in Kandahar and
Karachi, and threaten countries across the
globe. Cars in Boston and Beijing are melting
ice caps in the Arctic that disrupt weather pat-
terns everywhere. The theft of nuclear material
from the former Soviet Union could lead to the
extermination of any city on Earth. And reckless
speculation by bankers in New York and Lon-
don has fueled a global recession that is inflict-
ing pain on workers and families around the
world and across America.

The challenges of our time threaten the
peace and prosperity of every single nation, and
no one nation can meet them alone. That’s why
it’s sometimes necessary for a President to trav-
el abroad in order to protect and strengthen our
Nation here at home. That is what I have done
this week. 

I began my trip by attending a summit of the
G–20—the countries that represent the world’s
largest economies—because we know that the
success of America’s economy is inextricably
linked to that of the global economy. If people
in other countries can’t spend, that means they
can’t buy the goods we produce here in Ameri-
ca, which means more lost jobs and more fami-
lies hurting. Just yesterday, we learned that we
lost hundreds of thousands more jobs last
month, adding to the millions we’ve lost since
this recession began. And if we continue to let
banks and other financial institutions around
the world act recklessly and irresponsibly, that
affects institutions here at home as credit dries
up, and people can’t get loans to buy a home or
car, to run a small business or pay for college. 

Ultimately, the only way out of a recession
that is global in scope is with a response that is
global in coordination. That is why I’m pleased
that after 2 days of careful negotiation, the G–
20 nations have agreed on a series of unprece-
dented steps that I believe will be a turning

point in our pursuit of a global economic recov-
ery. All of us are now moving aggressively to get
our banks lending again. All of us are working to
spur growth and create jobs. And all of us have
agreed on the most sweeping reform of our fi-
nancial regulatory framework in a generation,
reform that will help end the risky speculation
and market abuses that have cost so many peo-
ple so much.

I also met this past week with the leaders of
China and Russia, working to forge constructive
relationships to address issues of common con-
cern, while being frank with each other about
where we disagree. President Hu and I agreed
that the link between China’s economy and
ours is of great mutual benefit, and we estab-
lished a new strategic and economic dialog be-
tween the U.S. and China. President Medvedev
and I discussed our shared commitment to a
world without nuclear weapons, and we signed
a declaration putting America and Russia on the
path to a new treaty to further reduce our nu-
clear arsenals. Tomorrow I will lay out addition-
al steps we must take to secure the world’s loose
nuclear materials and stop the spread of these
deadly weapons.

Finally, I met yesterday with our NATO al-
lies and asked them for additional civilian sup-
port and assistance for our efforts in Afghani-
stan. That is where Al Qaida trains, plots, and
threatens to launch their next attack. That at-
tack could occur in any nation, which means
that every nation has a stake in ensuring that
our mission in Afghanistan succeeds. 

As we have worked this week to find com-
mon ground and strengthen our alliances, we
have not solved all of our problems, and we
have not agreed on every point or every issue in
every meeting. But we have made real and un-
precedented progress, and will continue to do
so in the weeks and months ahead. 

Because in the end, we recognize that no
corner of the globe can wall itself off from the
threats of the 21st century or from the needs
and concerns of fellow nations. The only way
forward is through shared and persistent efforts
to combat fear and want wherever they exist.
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That is the challenge of our time. And if we
move forward with courage and resolve, I am
confident that we will meet this challenge. 

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 9 a.m., e.d.t., on April 3 in the confer-
ence room onboard Air Force One for broad-
cast on April 4. The transcript was made avail-

able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 3 but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m., e.d.t., on April 4. Due to the 6-hour time
difference, the address was released after the
President’s remarks to the North Atlantic
Council and before his remarks with Prime
Minister Konstandinos Karamanlis of Greece
in Strasbourg, France.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Konstandinos
Karamanlis of Greece in Strasbourg
April 4, 2009

President Obama. Well, listen, we’re going
to just make a very brief statement because,
well, the meeting obviously was running late.

I am so pleased to have the opportunity to
meet with the President [Prime Minister]* and
reaffirm once again the extraordinary friend-
ship between Greece and the United States.

We had the opportunity to celebrate Greek
Independence Day in the White House. And
it was a reminder for all of us that not only is
the United States inspired by Greece, not only
were our Founding Fathers inspired by the
values of ancient Greece, but that Greek inde-
pendence was also inspired by the United
States. It gives you a sense of the fact that we
have shared values, a shared belief in democ-
racy and liberty, that we have struggled and
fought for that democracy and liberty as fellow
members of NATO. Now in the 21st century,
we continue to fight on behalf of those issues
shoulder to shoulder.

So I’m very grateful to the Greek communi-
ty in the United States for being such a won-
derful bridge to Greece. Our relationship is
strong, but I’m confident that in the years to
come, on a whole host of issues, from dealing
with the economic crisis to dealing with terror-
ism to dealing with energy, that the United

States and Greece will be critical partners in
all these international efforts.

So I’m very proud to call the President
[Prime Minister]* my friend and that the
friendship between our two countries is very
strong.

Prime Minister Karamanlis. Well, it is
known that we have a very strong relationship
between Greece and the United States. [Inau-
dible]—by those in the modern world which
remain the core values: rule of law, democra-
cy, freedom. And we share a very strong bilat-
eral relationship and also close cooperation
within the framework of the alliance.

As, President, you already mentioned, the
Greek diaspora is a very strong link between
the two countries—[inaudible]. And of course,
we are looking forward to work closely with
you to address all the problems our societies
face.

President Obama. Wonderful. Okay, thank
you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. at the
Palais de la Musique et des Congres. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

 * White House correction.
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