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We, the leaders of Russia and the United
States, are ready to move beyond Cold War
mentalities and chart a fresh start in relations
between our two countries. In just a few
months we have worked hard to establish a new
tone in our relations. Now it is time to get down
to business and translate our warm words into
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actual achievements of benefit to Russia, the
United States, and all those around the world
interested in peace and prosperity.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and Russia Regarding
Negotiations on Further Reductions in Strategic Offensive Arms

April 1, 2009

The President of the United States of Ameri-
ca, Barack Obama, and the President of the
Russian Federation, Dmitriy A. Medvedev, not-
ed that the Treaty on the Reduction and Limi-
tation of Strategic Offensive Arms (START
Treaty), which expires in December 2009, has
completely fulfilled its intended purpose and
that the maximum levels for strategic offensive
arms recorded in the Treaty were reached long
ago. They have therefore decided to move fur-
ther along the path of reducing and limiting
strategic offensive arms in accordance with U.S.
and Russian obligations under Article VI of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons.

The Presidents decided to begin bilateral in-
tergovernmental negotiations to work out a
new, comprehensive, legally binding agreement
on reducing and limiting strategic offensive
arms to replace the START Treaty. The United
States and the Russian Federation intend to
conclude this agreement before the Treaty ex-
pires in December. In this connection, they in-
structed their delegations at the negotiations to
proceed on basis of the following:

* The subject of the new agreement will be
the reduction and limitation of strategic
offensive arms;

e In the future agreement the Parties will
seek to record levels of reductions in stra-
tegic offensive arms that will be lower
than those in the 2002 Moscow Treaty on
Strategic Offensive Reductions, which is
currently in effect;

e The new agreement will mutually en-
hance the security of the Parties and pre-
dictability and stability in strategic offen-
sive forces, and will include effective veri-
fication measures drawn from the experi-
ence of the Parties in implementing the
START Treaty.

They directed their negotiators to report on
progress achieved in working out the new
agreement by July 2009.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in London

April 1, 2009

President Obama. 1 just want to welcome
President Hu and thank him for extending him-
self to come to visit and allowing us to have our
first face to face conversation.

Obviously, China is a great power. It has a
long and extraordinary history. The relationship

between the United States and China has be-
come extremely constructive. Our economic re-
lationships are very strong. And I've said public-
ly, and I continue to believe, that the relation-
ship between China and the United States is
not only important for the citizens of both our
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