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forward to meeting her for the first time later
this evening. And as you might imagine, Mi-
chelle has been really thinking that
through—{laughter]—because 1 think in the
imagination of people throughout America, I
think what the Queen stands for and her decen-
cy and her civility, what she represents, that’s
very important.

Prime Minister Brown. Well, T know the
Queen is looking forward to welcoming you,
and she’s very much looking forward to her dis-
cussion with you.

So thank you very much.
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President Obama. Thank you. Good to see
you.

NoOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 10:15 a.m. at the Foreign and Common-
wealth Building. In his remarks, the President
referred to John and Fraser Brown, sons of
Prime Minister Brown; Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy F. Geithner; and Queen Eliza-
beth IT of the United Kingdom. A reporter re-
ferred to Mervyn Allistair King, governor, Bank
of England.
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President Obama. Let me just make a brief
comment. I am very grateful to President Med-
vedev for taking the time to visit with me today.
I'm particularly gratified because prior to the
meeting, our respective teams had worked to-
gether and had developed a series of approach-
es to areas of common interest that I think pres-
ent great promise.

As T've said in the past, I think that over the
last several years the relationship between our
two countries has been allowed to drift. And
what I believe we’ve begun today is a very con-
structive dialog that will allow us to work on is-
sues of mutual interest, like the reduction of
nuclear weapons and the strengthening of our
nonproliferation treaties, our mutual interest in
dealing with terrorism and extremism that
threatens both countries, our mutual interest in
economic stability and restoring growth around
the world, our mutual interest in promoting
peace and stability in areas like the Middle
East.

So I am very encouraged by the leadership of
the President. I'm very grateful that he has tak-
en the time to visit. I am especially excited
about the fact that the President extended an
invitation for me to visit Moscow to build on
some of the areas that we discussed on today.
And T have agreed to visit Moscow in July,
which we both agreed was a better time than
January to visit.

And my hope is that given the constructive
conversations that we’ve had today, the joint
statements that we will be issuing both on re-
ductions of nuclear arsenals as well as a range of
other areas of interest, that what we're seeing
today is the beginning of new progress in the
U.S.-Russian relations. And I think that Presi-
dent Medvedev’s leadership is—has been criti-
cal in allowing that progress to take place.

So thank you very much.

President Medvedev. 1 would like to sincerely
thank President Obama for this opportunity to
meet him and to meet this time in person. And
indeed, we had an opportunity to compare our
views on the current relations and current situa-
tion in the world. And we had an opportunity to
agree upon certain common values that we
need to foster in our relations and provide for
further areas for cooperation in progression of
our relations.

I can only agree that the relations between
our countries have been adrift over the past
years. As President Obama has said, they were
drifting and drifting in some wrong directions.
They were degrading to some extent.

That is why we believe that since such a situ-
ation was not to the benefit of the United States
or Russia Federation, to say nothing about the
global situation, we believe that the time has
come to reset our relations, as it was said, and to
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open a new page in progression in the devel-
opment of our common situation.

Indeed, it was said that we are prepared to
cooperate further in such areas as the nonpro-
liferation of WMDs, limitation of strategic
weapons, countering terrorism, and improving
economic and financial situation and the over-
all economic situation in the world.

It is important to note that there are many
points on which we can work. And indeed,
there are far more points in which we
can—where we can come closer, where we
can work, rather than those points on which
we have differences. Thus, by bringing our po-
sitions closer, we can attain significant prog-
ress and, much more importantly, further our
achievements.

I share the view of President Obama who
said that our teams have worked really well in
preparation of this meeting, and the declara-
tions, the two declarations, which we are
adopting are just another proof of that. And
those are a declaration on the strategic weap-
ons and the declaration on the general frame-
work of relations between Russia and the
United States, which set good grounds for our
further interaction.

We will be very glad to host President
Obama, to greet him in Moscow in July. In-

deed, July is the warmest time in Russia and in
Moscow, and I believe that will be exactly the
feature of the talks and relations we are going
to enjoy during that period in Moscow. And of
course, we have set out certain objectives and
certain goals and tasks we need to work
through in order to get better prepared for this
meeting. And indeed, I am convinced that is a
good opportunity for this interaction.

Well, indeed, so we are convinced that we’ll
continue successfully our contacts, in particu-
lar today, where we were not only discussing
international issues or bilateral items of inter-
action; we were also discussing education,
which probably not everybody—where we
have come to an understanding that we're
reading the same textbooks while in these sub-
jects. And this will set us further for interac-
tion.

After this meeting, I am far more optimistic
about the successful development of our rela-
tions and would like to thank President Obama
for this opportunity.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m. at
Winfield House. President Medvedev spoke in
Russian, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. Audio was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of these remarks.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.

Medvedev of Russia
April 1, 2009

Reaffirming that the era when our countries
viewed each other as enemies is long over, and
recognizing our many common interests, we
today established a substantive agenda for
Russia and the United States to be developed
over the coming months and years. We are re-
solved to work together to strengthen strategic
stability, international security, and jointly
meet contemporary global challenges, while
also addressing disagreements openly and
honestly in a spirit of mutual respect and ac-
knowledgement of each other’s perspective.

We discussed measures to overcome the ef-
fects of the global economic crisis, strengthen
the international monetary and financial sys-
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tem, restore economic growth, and advance
regulatory efforts to ensure that such a crisis
does not happen again.

We also discussed nuclear arms control and
reduction. As leaders of the two largest nucle-
ar weapons states, we agreed to work together
to fulfill our obligations under Article VI of the
Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons (NPT) and demonstrate leadership in re-
ducing the number of nuclear weapons in the
world. We committed our two countries to
achieving a nuclear free world, while recogniz-
ing that this long-term goal will require a new
emphasis on arms control and conflict resolu-
tion measures, and their full implementation
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